
FEATURED INSIDE!
Staying ‘pawsitive’
with alumni pets

Homecoming ’22 Recap

Annual Donor Report



GET SOCIAL WITH UIU!
Like us on Facebook – facebook.com/uiualumni

Connect on LinkedIn – linkedin.com (search Upper Iowa University)

View photo albums on Flickr – flickr.com/upperiowauniversity

Follow us on Instagram – instagram.com/upperiowa_alumni
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Sharon and I are proud that ten years of the President’s Fundraising
Ball has provided an opportunity to bring together students, faculty,

staff, alumni, community members, business partners and friends to
celebrate all that is special about UIU. In total, this outstanding event has
raised over $1.3 million to support the University’s emerging needs. We are
forever fortunate and privileged to serve a university that changes lives and
betters our society.”

Complete feature stories, UIU-related news items and sports updates can
be viewed on The Bridge Online at uiubridge.com.

1. Log on to uiubridge.com via a computer (not on a smartphone).
NOTE: Do not use “www” or The Bridge Online won’t be prompted.

2. Click on “follow” at bottom right,
enter your email address and hit
“sign me up.”

3. Problems? Try another
browser, or email ocm@uiu.
edu for assistance.

Th  Bridge is going green! Register for
our online version, and don't miss out!

 bottom right,
 and hit

 ocm@uiu.
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Front cover: This adorable “Pomchi” (Pomeranian-
Chihuahua) pup, named Lola, belongs to proud pet parents
Jordan ’16 and Sierra (Lichty) Rinken ’16. Lola is helping us
kick off a special “pet-friendly” issue of The Bridge showcasing
a few of our alumni’s feel-good pet stories.

Check out page 8 of the magazine to learn how you can share
your beloved pet’s photo with UIU alumni and friends.
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The Upper Iowa University Corporate Advantage Partnership
(CAP) program has been growing steadily for over 15
years now. Over 50 organizations have benefited from the

partnership program, putting students’ needs first and helping them
achieve their goals. UIU has announced two additional partners that
were added this fall.

Th  Wisconsin Professional Police Association (WPPA) has been
added to the list of partners. Th  WPPA has over 85 years of
experience in servicing the needs of law enforcement personnel and
is currently serving over 10,000 active and retired members.

“Upper Iowa University is extremely pleased
the WPPA has chosen to be one of

our newest CAP partners. With this
partnership, the members of the WPPA,
their spouses, and their dependent
children (under the age of 26) are
eligible to receive set tuition grants
for online and self-paced courses as

they study here in Wisconsin and the
Upper Peninsula of Michigan,” said

UIU Madison Center Director Thomas
Parr. “Upper Iowa University has always

been committed to assisting our
first responders and military

members. We are honored
to be a part of this

partnership and are
excited to assist in
providing educational
opportunities to those

who have sacrific d
to keep everyone
safe.”

Racine Area
Manufacturers
and Commerce
(RAMAC)
in Racine,
Wisconsin, is

another recently
added CAP program

partner.

“Upper Iowa University
is very pleased that

RAMAC has chosen to be one of the 50-plus organizations within
the University’s Corporate Advantage Partnership program,” said
UIU Academic and Admissions Advisor Lynne Zygowski. “We strive
to assist our students of all ages to gain the knowledge and education
they need to achieve their educational dreams and excel in their
careers, and we continue do so in an aff rdable way.”

“RAMAC is happy to partner with Upper Iowa University to offer
this great opportunity for our members and their families,” added
RAMAC President and CEO Matt J. Montemurro.

With concentrated course sessions as the focus of CAP, students
usually take less classes at a time to graduate on schedule. Students
can also get a jump on completion by easily transferring in up to
90 college credits from other schools. Up to 12 credits can also be
transferred at the graduate level. Credits may also be earned through
an individual’s work experience through an experiential learning
portfolio or various college examinations. Many current graduate
students take one class at a time to allow them to balance work,
family, and other commitments in their busy lives.

For additional information about UIU’s CAP program, visit
uiu.edu/cap.

UIU expanding Corporate Advantage
Partnership (CAP) program

Upper Iowa University has
always been committed to

assisting our first responders and
military members. We are honored
to be a part of this partnership and
are excited to assist in providing
educational opportunities to those
of you who have sacrificed to keep
everyone safe.”

Thomas Parr
UIU-Madison Center Director

2 Th  Bridge — Winter 2023



Upper Iowa University’s 
Teacher Education Program 

is very excited to partner 
with local school districts to 
help license quality teacher 
candidates.” Dr. Billie Cowley ’03, ’08, Dean

Andres School of Education

Teacher and Paraeducator Registered  
Apprenticeship (TPRA) Grant brings 
opportunities to prospective students

Apartnership with the State of Iowa to address teacher 
shortages has already resulted in 46 newly enrolled 
students into Upper Iowa University’s Teacher Education 

Program. Funding was allocated for school districts to apply for the 
Teacher and Paraeducator Registered Apprenticeship (TPRA) Grant. 
Th s grant helps employers create a reliable, continuous pipeline of 
highly skilled workers while helping talented students jump-start 
rewarding careers. The TPRA Program is a new grant opportunity 
that provides opportunities for current high school students and 
adult paraeducators to earn credentials all while learning and 
working in the classroom.

Nineteen districts were awarded a total of $45.64 million by 
the State of Iowa. These school districts then reached out to 
community colleges and four-year institutions to establish 
partnerships to license high school students as paraeducators and 
adult paraeducators as licensed teachers. Part of the grant required 
candidates to have their paraeducator certifi ation. Because Iowa 
law doesn’t require a paraeducator to hold a certifi ate to be hired as 
a license, the Department of Education allocated money to support 
paraeducators in obtaining their certifi ate.

Upper Iowa University’s Teacher Education Program was involved 
in the development of this grant from the onset as a higher 
education representative. Not only is the TPRA grant allowing 
districts to “grow their own” teachers, it’s also diversifying the 
population of teachers. Upper Iowa University completed an 
application to offer courses to recommend individuals for their 
paraeducator certifi ation. 

UIU’s Teacher Education Program was approved in August 2022 by 
the State Board of Education to offer the paraeducator certifi ation. 
UIU’s Teacher Education Program then applied for the Department 
of Education Grant to support paraeducators in obtaining their 

certifi ation. Upper Iowa was awarded $270,000, which covered 
the cost of three courses, course materials, and licensing for each 
paraeducator who applied to Upper Iowa for their certifi ation. 

UIU currently partners with three districts for the TPRA grant. 
These three districts include Des Moines Public Schools, Davenport 
Consortium (Clinton/Bettendorf/Muscatine/North Scott/Pleasant 
Valley/West Liberty) and Johnston Consortium (Urbandale/
West Des Moines/Dallas Center-Grimes). Based on UIU’s TPRA 
attribute, the University gained 46 new students in the fall. 

“Upper Iowa University’s Teacher Education Program is very excited 
to partner with local school districts to help license quality teacher 
candidates,” added Dr. Billie Cowley ’03, ’08, dean, Andres School 
of Education at UIU. “We are very proud of the quality Teacher 
Education Program we offer at Upper Iowa and look forward to 
mentoring candidates as they educate PK–12 students.” 

Dr. Gina Kuker,  professor of education, 
works with Marcus Gulley on a project 
in a Computers and Instructional 
Technology (CIT) class.
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Upper Iowa University announces

Beginning Fall of 2023, Upper Iowa University’s Fayette
campus tuition and fees will be reduced from $33,639 to
$19,000, and will apply to both in-state and out-of-state

students. This new tuition rate will position Upper Iowa as one
of the lowest priced private, nonprofi  institutions in Iowa. In
addition, UIU has also announced a tuition freeze for the 2023-
2024 academic year for its online and center locations.

“Th  cost of attending college has reached a point where many
students and their families simply do not consider certain schools
when they begin to explore college options,” said UIU President
Dr. William R. Duffy II. “To us, making sure a student bases their
college choice on the best fi  for them is what’s most important.”

By reducing the tuition rate, UIU is opening the doors to a
private college education and experience. Students will have an
opportunity to benefit from an institution featuring a 12:1 student/
faculty ratio, hundreds of extracurricular clubs, organizations and
activities, NCAA Division II athletics, and a safe, vibrant campus.
Graduates of UIU can also expect to find success after earning a
degree, as 93% of UIU’s graduates are employed or in graduate
school within 12 months of graduation, compared to a national
average of 84%. Upper Iowa is expanding opportunities to students
who could thrive in a private college environment and, by lowering
tuition, the dream of a private college education can be realized.

In addition to the signifi antly reduced tuition rate, all full-time
students attending Upper Iowa’s Fayette Campus will receive a
scholarship through some combination of merit, athletic and need-
based fi ancial aid. Th  University will also continue to offer the
one-of-a-kind Peacock Promise, which eliminates tuition for any
student eligible for the Iowa Tuition Grant.

“Students looking for a personalized education, that is highly
aff rdable, will find UIU a perfect fit,” said Dr. Doug Binsfeld,
vice president for academic and student aff irs. “Students can
thrive on a campus where they get access to high-quality learning
experiences in an atmosphere that makes them feel like part of a
family.”

Upper Iowa’s new pricing model supports the Upper Iowa mission
and vision of making higher education accessible and expanding
opportunities for students. A lowered tuition rate, combined with
the opportunity for scholarships, will allow more students to enjoy
the benefits of a quality private college environment and education
at a state college cost. Additionally, UIU continues to be a leader
in providing flex ble learning opportunities for students. Examples
of this innovation include UIU’s Self-Paced program established in
1973, over 20 locations outside of Fayette (including eight military
bases) and an online program established in 1999.

for Fayette Campus

$19,000 TUITION
AND FEES



for Fayette Campus

FACULTY AND STAFF NOTES
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Dr. Melinda Heinz received a grant for $1,000 from the
Fulbright Alumni Project for a project titled “Men’s Sheds across
Cultures and Countries.” The project includes hosting an
international panel discussion on Men’s Sheds with panelists
from Australia, Ireland, and the United States. An art exhibition
at the Limerick School of Art and Design displaying art made at
Men’s Sheds throughout Ireland will also be organized.

Dr. Heinz also recently published a commentary in the South Eastern European Journal of
Public Health titled “The Potential of Men’s Sheds as a Resource for Men Coping with
Mental Health Challenges and Addiction.”

In August, Dr. Stephanie Tippin  joined a mission team to
provide medical care for impoverished and medically
underserved families and communities in Belize. In addition to
the medical care team, participants also provided spiritual care,
children’s services, food outreach, and simple construction
work. She will be leading nursing students on a study-abroad
experience in Belize in August 2023. The trip is available for all

to join, and no special skills are required. For more information, contact Dr. Tippin at
tippins@uiu.edu.

Andres School of Education alumna Tara Osborn ’20 and Susan Massey, associate
professor of education, published "Text Complexity and Fluency in the Elementary
Grades" in the Fall 2022 edition of Illinois Reading Council Journal.  Tara received her
Master of Education degree at UIU and teaches in the Janesville Consolidated School
District in Iowa.

Dr. Gina Kuker, professor of education (far
left), along with Josie Deutmeyer (center)
and Quinton Jensen (right), attended the
Iowa Council for Social Studies Conference in
October. The theme for this year’s conference
was “Engage-Empower-Inspire: Citizens in
the Making!”  The conference focused on
many issues in the field of social studies,
including project-based learning and how to
engage students in the classroom. Quinton
also applied for an opportunity to participate
in a professional development workshop
in Washington D.C., sponsored by Sphere
Educational Initiative.

Dr. Karla Gavin, dean, School of Business and Professional
Studies, recently published a book entitled Calming the Creative
Chaos: Quotes for Every Day Life. Dr. Gavin has been collecting
quotes since middle school and always dreamed of publishing a
book. In adulthood, collecting quotes was a calming method that
over time grew to organizing the collected quotes in topic areas
and assigning a day of the month to each quote. Meghan

Kleitsch ’20, graduate of UIU’s art program completed all the illustrations in the book.
You can find Dr. Gavin’s book available on Amazon under her name, Karla K. Gavin.

Dr. Richard (Rich) Walker, assistant professor of biology and conservation
management, and Dr. Katherine “Kata” McCarville, professor of geosciences,
recently assisted with aquatic invertebrate sampling in the Bloody Run Creek watershed
after being trained and certified as Save Our Streams volunteers by the Izaak Walton
League. These efforts involve monitoring and protecting the health and water quality in
one of Iowa’s most pristine cold-water trout streams.

Dr. Kata McCarville presented a program for the Iowa Master
Naturalists this past fall. This nonprofit organization’s mission is
to educate a corps of adult volunteers about Iowa’s
environment and natural history. The organization empowers
them to, as Dr. McCarville puts it, “promote awareness,
appreciation, and stewardship of the natural world in their
communities.”  The group of 14 individuals plus their
coordinator met at the E.B. Lyons Nature Center at the Mines of

Spain Recreation Area south of Dubuque. Dr. McCarville presented information on Iowa’s
geology and geological history and led a short hike to examine outcrops near the nature
center.

The UIU STEM faculty received notice of a new award for the third five-year phase of the
IINSPIRE LSAMP Alliance. The Iowa Illinois Nebraska STEM Partnership for Innovation
in Research and Education (IINSPIRE) is an NSF LSAMP alliance among colleges
and universities to increase participation of underrepresented minorities in science,
technology, engineering, and mathematics. UIU was awarded $25,000, most of which
will go toward job shadows, internships and research experiences. This grant has also
funded student and faculty trips to the IINSPIRE Annual Conference, where UIU students
have won prizes for their poster presentations.

UIU is fortunate to have a partnership with CPAcredits.com. This partnership came to
fruition after conversations between CPAcredits.com’s founder, Jeffrey Chesner, and
Dawn Novak, UIU assistant vice president of enrollment management.  The UIU self-
paced format is a great step for CPAcredits.com students to take for course offerings.
Students have six months to complete a self-paced course. They take courses at UIU
to fulfill their 150 credits, 24 accounting credits, accounting ethics, and tax research
course requirements to enable them to sit for the CPA exam. Blair Seim, accounting
department chair, has oversight of all accounting courses and works with the students,
faculty members, and CPAcredits.com to help students meet their academic needs to
move forward in their careers.

Educators of all grade
levels and content
areas attended the
Environmental Issues
Instruction (Eii)
workshop in
Davenport in
November. The theme

was Nourishing Our Water and Soil Through Sustainable Agriculture. A plethora of
information was shared about sustainable growing practices in both rural and urban
areas. The next Eii workshop will be held in Marshalltown in April 2023.
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Emotional support animal opens new doors for UIU student

Having these animals helps
students not only deal with

their emotions, but also helps
them be more open about their
disability.”

Spencer Lambert
Director of Student Accessibility Services
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their
them
disability.”

Imagine yourself as a college student, feeling nervous and
on edge because you are becoming overwhelmed with
responsibilities. You’re by yourself in your room and your

heart starts to race, your hands get clammy and your thoughts start
to spiral out of control. Then, all of a sudden you feel the loving
nudge of your dog as he needles his wet nose under your hand
and draws close, wagging his tail and plopping down next to you
on the floor… slowly bringing you back to the present moment.
You realize they sense your anxiety and are here for you, lovingly
providing you the support you need to get things under control.

This pet, otherwise known as your emotional support animal
(ESA), is your key to making you feel safe and secure—even in
the most difficult situations. This is what Milo, a six-month-old
Labradoodle, does for Carolina Abella ’21, proud owner and
graduate student at Upper Iowa University, studying to earn her
master’s degree in mental health counseling.

“Even at Milo’s young age, he is very good at detecting my
emotions,” said Carolina. “When I feel down or anxious, he
can sense that and tries to cheer me up. He has several toys and
encourages me to get up and play with him regularly. Plus, he
makes me feel secure. Living alone for the first time in my life was
an added stress, so knowing he will warn me when people are
approaching my door makes me feel so much better.”

Pets on college campuses is a relatively new concept in supporting
student health and well-being, according to Spencer Lambert,

director of Student Accessibility Services. More
and more students are realizing the need for
additional support on their college journey, and
having a pet there to support their emotional
needs makes that possible for them.

“An ESA is an animal that provides
therapeutic emotional support for an

individual and is authorized by a
licensed healthcare professional or

doctor,” said Lambert.

According to Lambert, the
number of ESAs at colleges and

universities is growing because
students are becoming more
aware of their mental health

and seeking additional
areas of support to
deal with stressful
situations in their
lives. “Upper
Iowa University,

in compliance with
the Fair Housing Act

(FHA), may allow
emotional support

animals as a reasonable
accommodation in

residence hall rooms
of students with

documented disabilities. That is why UIU supports students having
an ESA on campus,” said Lambert.

“Here at UIU, we have 20 students with an ESA and I only see this
trend continuing to rise. Discussing mental health and the stigma
that formerly surrounded it has changed for the better. Having
these animals helps students not only deal with their emotions, but
also helps them be more open about their disability,” Lambert said.
“Some students have said their ESA actually helps them get out of
bed in the morning. Just knowing their pet is relying on them helps
the student take care of themselves, be more social with their peers,
calms them down and so much more.”

So, how does a student at UIU go about acquiring permission
to have an ESA on campus? Lambert says the student must first
complete an application and email the university with the animal’s
photo, most recent vaccination records, and spayed or neutered
documentation. Th  student must also submit a letter from a
doctor or therapist describing the student’s diagnosis and the
reason they require an ESA. Following submission, the director of
accessibility services will review the application and, if everything
is completed, the student will receive an email of ESA approval.

As for the type of animal you choose as an ESA, it does matter.
According to Lambert, he uses a guide from the U.S. Department
of Housing and Urban Development that helps him determine if
an animal qualifie  as an ESA, which is any dog, cat, rabbit, gerbil,
hamster, turtle, small bird or other small domesticated animal.
Animals that don’t qualify as an ESA and aren’t allowed include
reptiles, barnyard animals, monkeys, kangaroos, and other non-
domesticated animals.

And that brings us back to Carolina, and how she came to the
decision of bringing Milo with her to campus. “Before even
deciding to get a dog, I was asking questions on campus regarding
what is needed to get approved for an ESA. Th n I talked to my
primary physician and regular mental health counselor to make
sure this was an appropriate step in the right direction. Once I
gathered all that information, it was easy for me to know I made
the right decision to get a dog as an ESA,” said Carolina.

“Th  reason why I chose this specifi  breed was due to benefits
of a poodle and Labrador mix. Poodles are in the top five most
intelligent dogs and great with obedience, while a Labrador’s nature
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tends to be protective of their families and more social. Overall, the
Labradoodle makes for a smart and protective, yet social dog.” she said.
“This is why Milo was the right fi  for me.”

Obviously, having Milo has made a signifi ant difference in Carolina’s
life and certainly for the better. “I have developed a new sense of
responsibility, feel happier and more motivated to do my best, not just
as a dog parent, but life in general. Plus, he helps me feel more confide t
when meeting new people, while also feeling safe at the same time.”

Of course, it doesn’t hurt having a furry, friendly dog on campus either.
“It is a good thing Milo is a people-person kind of dog because he does
tend to attract a lot of attention. Especially when he is wearing cute
sweaters, UIU bandanas and winter coats, which makes him a bit of a
fashionista, but he loves the added attention it brings him just as well.”

On the flip side, Carolina says the most important thing to remember
about having an emotional support animal is that it takes a lot of
responsibility and you must take it seriously.  “If you have a pet as an
ESA, you need to make sure it is properly trained and socialized to
ensure appropriate behavior around everyone at all times.

“Furthermore, I want people to know the greatest benefit of having an
ESA is that it has given me a more positive outlook in my day-to-day life.
Milo has been a blessing because he gives me the support and security I
need to live my life as a busy full-time graduate student. He reminds me
to be happy even when stress is overwhelming, and has literally opened
new doors for my emotional well-being.”

Milo reminds me to be happy
even when stress is overwhelming

and has literally opened new doors for
my emotional well-being.”

Carolina Abella  ’21
UIU Graduate Student

Pet therapy at UIU!
College life in general can be a very stressful time for students. Often the first
time away from family and friends, navigating life away from that support
system, combined with the academic stress from college itself, can bring a
range of emotions and stress to a student’s life. When finals week arrives on
the calendar, that stress for many students can be elevated. As a result, many
universities have introduced pet therapy days as a way to help students cope
and make daily life more manageable.

The concept of using pets as therapy for those struggling with stress and
anxiety dates back to World War II when therapy dogs were used to boost the
spirits of recovering soldiers with PTSD. Universities often provide academic
assistance to students by providing resources and guidance as they navigate
their academic world; however, when finals begin, new support is often
needed for some students, and that support can come in the form of a furry
friend. In recent years, these nontraditional stress management methods
have given students a brief reprieve from their studies so they are able to reset
mentally.

Early on, Upper Iowa recognized the benefits of pet therapy sessions for
students, specifically during finals weeks when student anxiety and stress
levels are often at their highest. UIU has been a supporter of pet therapy
programs on campus for over 25 years. Organized by Student Life, pet therapy
days are traditionally held the Monday of finals week for each session. During
the fall event, students were able to spend de-stress time with one or all of
the 10 different animals available for some student cuddle time. Cats and dogs
are often the most popular and common pet during these sessions; however,
in past years it was not uncommon for other nontraditional pets to make
an appearance. Goats, llamas, piglets and even a pet skunk have joined the
pet therapy fun with students. Many of the pets used for pet therapy day are
provided by UIU faculty and staff or can also include some pets from students
who have emotional support animals and are willing to involve their pets for
the event.

An added perk to UIU’s pet therapy days is that often kittens, cats and some
dogs are available for adoption and can open the door to a student having an
emotional support pet year-round. Sophomore Angelina Monfrey has firsthand
experience with pet therapy day.  “Pet therapy has been one of my favorite
events that UIU puts on for students. Being from Alaska, I never go home so I
don’t get to see my pets. Getting a chance to be around pets, especially during
finals, has been an amazing stress reliever,” Monfrey noted. “I was even able to

adopt a kitty from pet therapy
named Turkey! Getting Turkey
has definitely benefited my life.
Since I am here year-round, I
am homesick a lot, and having
an emotional support animal
gives me something to care
for when I’m feeling down. As
a resident assistant, I see my
residents struggle the same
ways I do, and pet therapy is
an amazing way for students
to get a break from finals for a
little bit.”

Angelina and Turkey

Emotional support animal opens new doors for UIU student
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Our pets play an important role in our lives, and we thought it would be fun to share photos of our alumni and friends’ beloved pets decked out
in UIU gear, in this special pet-friendly issue of Th  Bridge and on social media. So, we developed a web page to give everyone the opportunity to
showcase their fur babies and tell us why they are special. We hope you enjoy these heartwarming images and can see from their photos why they
have such a pawsitive influence on their proud owners’ lives. To submit your pet’s photo and get it added to our collection, visit uiu.edu/pets.
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 beloved  decked
 everyone  opportunity

 their photos

 beloved pets decked
 everyone the opportunity

 their photos

1.  Lola – Sierra ‘16 and Jordan Rinken ‘16, 2. Gus – Nichole DePaul, 3. Ginger – Beth Petsche,  4. Wiz – Teresa Hageman ‘19, 5. Mello – Eugencia Green ’16, 6. Charolais – Jordan Rinken ’16,
7. Milo – Karen Damjanovic ‘81, 8. Butter – Llani Main ’17,  9. Dolly – Paige Kossack, 10. Banks – Brinn Grunder ’20, 11. Hester – Tim ’99 & Sara Janssen, 12. Skyler - Doug Binsfeld, 13.  Sadie
– Marshall Richards ’75, 14. Huxley – Haley Ramberg ‘22, 15. Roxie – Doug Binsfeld, 16. Lilly – Annaliese Wenthe, 17. Turkey – Angelina Monfrey, 18. Ozzie – Reese Martin, 19. Cannucce – Jordan
Zarate, 20. Griz –  Sam and Steve Marhefke, 21. Scribbles – Marlie Delever, 22. Lilly – Lanis ‘68 and Lynn Lenker, 23. Mya – Kaitlin Mohlis ’22, 24. Samie – Caryl Cushion ’05, 25. Labi Kenny – Ellya
Mohd. To view all of our beloved pet photos submitted, please visit us at uiu.edu/UIUPets.
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Staying ‘pawsitive’ with alumni and friends’ fur babies
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Alumni recognized during “Peacocks Take Flight” Homecoming celebration
Five Upper Iowa University graduates were specially honored during the
annual Alumni Awards and Honor Class Brunch as part of the University’s
“Peacocks Take Flight” Homecoming celebration October 3-8. Th  following
alumni were recognized for their accomplishments either professionally,
as an emerging alum or through service to the university, community or
country.

Professional Accomplishment Award: Elizabeth “Beth”
(Streicher) Alverson ’72, Mason City, Iowa—Beth Alverson’s
longtime passion for science led her to graduate cum laude
in 1972 with a major in chemistry and a minor in biology.
Soon after graduation, Alverson began her 43-year career at
Mercy Medical Center-North Iowa in Mason City as a

Medical Laboratory Scientist, serving as chemistry supervisor for 30 years.

She was active in the American Society of Clinical Laboratory Science
(ASCLS), and served on the Iowa State Board, as newsletter editor and as
state president, earning her multiple accolades. Beth was named to the
American Registry of Outstanding Professionals and also recognized by
the Cambridge Who’s Who Registry Among Executives and Professionals.
Beyond her professional career, Alverson is deeply connected to her
community, serving as a cub scout leader, block party organizer, and Order
of Eastern Star member. She’s also heavily involved with United Methodist
Women (UMW), a mission-oriented organization supporting women,
children, and youth. Recently she secured a UMW grant that is being
used to purchase books focusing on social and emotional well-being for
elementary children.

Service to Community Award: Dominic Hillesheim ’18,
Chicago, Illinois—In 2018, Dominic Hillesheim earned his
Bachelor of Science degree, double majoring in marketing
and communication studies, with a sports communication
emphasis. He was also a member of the Peacock baseball
team. One year after graduating, he started his own
nonprofi  organization called Chi Town Blankets, which

provides free blankets to homeless people in Chicago. Th  idea was sparked
shortly after he and his father attended a Baltimore Orioles baseball game
and were handed an Orioles blanket as a gift as they walked into the
stadium. Weeks later, Dom was back in Chicago and as he passed a homeless
man he thought back to the blanket he’d been given. He decided that person
needed the blanket much more than he did, so he went back to his house
and brought the blanket to this man. This random act of kindness set his
foundation into motion.

Dominic’s team is composed of nine individuals (three of whom are UIU
alumni). Together, they collect, make, and hand deliver blankets to those
who need them in the greater Chicagoland area, where there are currently
65,000+ homeless individuals. To date, 4,799 blankets have been given to
members of his community and his foundation has garnered international
corporate partners including Delta Air Lines and Pepsico. In addition to his
efforts with Chi Town Blankets, Dominic works as a partnership activation
specialist for the Chicago Bears, with whom he has made possible multiple
internship opportunities for UIU students.

Service to University Award: Jerry Gazaway ’66,
Marshalltown, Iowa—Jerry Gazaway graduated in 1966 with
a Bachelor of Science degree in business administration and
physical education. He was also a member of the Peacock
basketball team. During a review of Upper Iowa’s annual
Donor Club recognition list, Jerry Gazaway was intrigued
by names that he did (and did not) see listed. Jerry took it

upon himself to reach out to the Alumni Offi  to see if he could assist in
growing the number of alumni donors. A 34-year donor himself, he simply
believed more alumni should be contributing to their alma mater.

Over the course of six months, Gazaway volunteered countless hours
to contact hundreds of classmates and friends who graduated in the era
spanning 1963-1969. His selfle s effort resulted in 45 donations, over $2,000
in new gifts  and many wonderful conversations. Because of Jerry’s efforts,
nine UIU alumni became fi st-time donors, and has inspired at least two
other alumni to begin the same outreach.

Service to Country Award: Major General Ben Corell ’95,
Harpers Ferry, Iowa—Major General Ben Corell enlisted in
the Iowa Army National Guard in 1986 with the goal of
serving his country and earning some additional money for
his young family. That decision led to a notable career 37
years strong, and counting, of protecting our nation.

He received his offic ’s commission through the Iowa Military Academy’s
Offic  Candidate School in 1989. Corell has commanded and deployed
units overseas at the company, battalion, brigade, and division levels. His
deployments include Saudi Arabia in 2000, where he commanded an
infantry company supporting Operation Desert Spring; Egypt in 2003, as
an infantry battalion commander supporting the Multi-National Forces and
Observers peacekeeping mission; Al Anbar Province in Iraq from 2006-
2007, as an infantry battalion commander, Afghanistan from 2010-2012,
as commander of the 2nd Infantry Brigade Combat Team, 34th Infantry
Division, in support of Operation Enduring Freedom; Bucharest, Romania
from 2016-2017, as deputy commander for NATO’s Multi-National
Division-Southeast; and Kuwait from 2017-2019, as commander of the
34th Infantry Division in support of Operation Enduring Freedom. In
2019, Corell was selected as the 27th adjutant general of Iowa, leading 9,000
soldiers and airmen across the state. Corell received a Bachelor of Science
degree in business management from UIU in 1995 and a master’s degree in
strategic studies from the United States Army War College in 2009.

Emerging Alumni Award: Jake Bass ’14, Independence,
Iowa—Jake Bass earned an elementary education degree
from UIU in 2014. His leadership skills were utilized during
his seven-year stint with Upper Iowa as a graduate assistant
and the coordinator of student activities.

In 2021, Jake began working for Buchanan County as
the AmeriCorps senior RSVP coordinator. His primary focus is assisting
individuals over age 55 who are looking to find meaningful volunteer
activities. Bass is passionate about volunteerism and helping others to find
meaning in their service. His background of personal service, for which he
has now found a professional outlet, is a great model for those wishing to
make an impact on the greater world.  Colleagues say he has “entrenched
himself in the community” and has an impressive and unique ability to
connect with seniors.

Jake is involved in the Eagles and Rotary Clubs, community yard work, city
fundraising, and the Library Board. In addition, he plays an important role
with Th  Royal Family Kids Camp. This five-day camp serves local children
who have experienced abuse, neglect, and abandonment. One community
member had this to say about Jake: “He has a magnetic personality; he is
caring and positive, and engaged to the max.”

Alumni award nominations may be submitted year-round at
uiu.edu/alumni-awards.
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Members of the class of 1972 celebrated their 50th reunion at the Alumni Awards & Honor Class 
Brunch held October 8, 2022. UIU President Duffy presented each classmate with a personalized  
medallion. (Back, l-r) Joe Yuska ’72, Michael Laneville ’72, Richard Buenneke ’72 and Gary 
Fattig ’72. (Front, l-r) Vivian (Ehlers) Rourke ’72, Linda (Levendusky) Reiter ’72, Paula 
Cameron ’72,  Elizabeth “Beth” (Streicher) Alverson ’72 and Jan (Lubben) Munoz ’72. 

Members of the SOB and Foxes fraternities that participated in the Homecoming 
Golf Tournament included (back row, l-r) Jim Parsons ’73, Steve Harms 
’73, Greg Steffens ’73,  Jim Clark ’73,  Paul Becker ’70, Dick Richard 
Buenneke ’72,  Doug Clayton ’78 and Bob McKenna ‘70; (front) Rick 
Knipper ’73,  John Finley ’72,  Keith Scholle ’74 and Tony Schultz ‘71.

Students (l-r) Kassidy McCusker, Brooke Knutson, Zakaria Fuller, Imani Cornelius, Reese Schuler and 
Rose Hudson are members of the Phi Beta Delta (PBD) sorority that participated in the Homecoming 
parade on Saturday at noon. A number of other clubs and organizations also joined in the fun, along 
with several local businesses and the Fayette Fire and Police departments, garnishing attendees with 
plenty of candy along the route.

Members of the Cheerleading Squad and Dance Team sell bracelets 
during the lunch hour to help raise money to support their groups. 

A variety of vendors participated in the all new Fayette  
Main Street Market, held downtown after the parade. 

Sharon (Heussner) Borcherding ’64, who brought her granddaughter, Skyelin 
Borcherding, as a guest to the President’s Ball, pose for a photo at the cocktail reception. 
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Students enjoyed playing bags during the Homecoming 
Picnic that was held at the Student Center on Friday.

Elizabeth “Beth” (Streicher) 
Alverson ’72 (left) and Jan (Lubben) 
Munoz ’72 enjoy reminiscing about the 
good old days at UIU during the Archives 
Takeaway Display and Social. Guests who 
RSVP’d to events had a chance to look for 
photos of themselves and friends while 
attending UIU, pulled from the archives, 
by UIU Archivist Janette Garcia. 

Andrew Hopper, student in the Master of Science in Counseling 
program, discusses his poster on multimodal psychotherapy with 
Bill Cook ‘65, UIU Board of Trustees member. Students were 
available to talk with visitors about their posters at the Research, 
Internship & Creative Endeavors poster session on Friday. 
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Sharon (Heussner) Borcherding ’64, who brought her granddaughter, Skyelin 
Borcherding, as a guest to the President’s Ball, pose for a photo at the cocktail reception. 
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Homecoming Queen Kylie Volesky and King Jake 
Hilmer pose for a quick photo following the coronation 
ceremony on Wednesday evening before the bonfire.

Homecoming 2022 was a blast from the past, with fun-filled activities 
all week long at the Fayette Campus during the week of October 3-8. 
Tipping its hat to the popular Top Gun – Maverick movie craze, this 
year’s theme was “Peacocks Take Flight.”

In addition to traditional favorites, a few brand-new offerings were 
added to the schedule. The Homecoming Golf Tournament was held on 
Friday, October 7, at the Big Rock Country Club, hosted by members of 
SOB and FOXES. Proceeds in the amount of $8,900 were raised and went 
to support the Peacock Athletic Fund.

Also new, in partnership with local businesses and area vendors,  
Fayette’s Main Street Market took place Saturday, October 8, in 
downtown Fayette. Crafts, d cor, homemade goodies, and more were 
available for guests to shop and enjoy. Yet another new offering was the 
post-game Homecoming Dance on Saturday, October 8, held at Pete’s 
Bar & Grill, with music by “DJ IB.” 

To see more photos from Homecoming ’22, visit uiu.edu/homecoming. 

Save the date for next year’s Homecoming, set for October 12-14, 2023!

A ribbon-cutting ceremony was held at the Alumni House on Saturday, Oct. 8, dedicating the newly renovated  “Front Porch” for the University. 
Those in attendance were (back row, l-r) Andrew Wenthe ‘12, Mark Danker, Emily Andres, Daryl Grove, Ashley Andres, Steve Andres, Packy 
Bowling, Nikki Kuhn, Mike Schrock ‘99, ‘21, Bill Roths ’74, Fred Koch, Tom Webber ‘69, Danny John ‘16, ‘18, Sierra (Lichty) Rinken ‘16
and Sarah Swanson ‘20; (front row, l-r) Sharon Duffy, LaVerne McCoy ‘98, Dr. Duffy, Pam Whitmore ‘65, Julie Games, Brenda Luzum and 
Anne Puffett ‘19.

Drone photo by Adam Zipple, AZ Videography, taken 
during the Homecoming football game on October 8.

Alumni enjoy Homecoming ’22 
with a blast from the past

Roger ’62 and Alice (DeLong) ’61 Mangan were honored as this year’s grand marshals. They 
enjoyed riding in the Homecoming Parade and serving as honorary captains at the football game 
by participating in the coin toss. Roger continues to serve as a UIU Board of Trustees member. The 
alumni couple resides in Littleton, Colorado. 
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The crowd gets into the groove on the dance floor with plenty of enthusiasm.

Just a few of the many students that attended this year’s ball included,
back row, (l-r) Genevieve Chenoweth, Antonio Garrido, Logan
Cockerham, Mia Huberty, Callista Rochon-Baker and Abbie Riederer,
Jacob Daniel and his girlfriend.

New this year, some lucky members from the audience were asked to
participate in a gift challenge and are shown above with Amy Tucker (far
left) and Kathy Wenthold (far right), masters of ceremonies. The contestants
included (l-r) Kelli Peck, Katie O’Brien, LaVerne McCoy ‘98 and Chuck
Franken. Between the four of them they collected an additional $1,180 in “spare
of the moment” donations. Overall, total amount raised for the Ball was over
$154,000. Gifts supported the UIU Fund.

Several people took advantage of the photo booth for some fun,
yet memorable images. Photos were taken by UIU students,
Abbie Brainard and Haylie Smith.

Sharon and Dr. Duffy enjoy time on the dance floor.

LaVerne McCoy ‘98 (center) was a proud blue diamond sponsor,
recognized for her contribution to the event by Dr. Duffy and Sharon.

Students (l-r) Haylie Smith, Ashley Donovan, Margaret
Nielsen, Elaina Wall, Delaney Miller, and Jadyn Schultz
gather for a special group photo prior to the festivities
getting started.

This group enjoyed the delicious dinner served by Aramark® with a complete
three-course meal prepared for over 300 guests in attendance.

 “spare

Several
yet
Abbie

Nancy (Morris) Betz  ‘89, Jann (Schellhammer)
Henkes ‘78, Margaret (Buckner) Lawson ‘70,
Mary Anne Hedstrom- Macier ‘73 and Steve
Harms ‘73 enjoy each other’s company during the
cocktail hour.

ALL John and Sharon Orr, long-time Donor Club members from Fayette,
enjoy themselves at the ball.Recap
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Just a few of the many students that attended this year’s ball included,
back row, (l-r) Genevieve Chenoweth, Antonio Garrido, Logan
Cockerham, Mia Huberty, Callista Rochon-Baker and Abbie Riederer,
Jacob Daniel and his girlfriend.

Several people took advantage of the photo booth for some memorable
images. Photos were taken by students Abbie Brainard and Haylie Smith.

LaVerne McCoy ‘98 (center) was a proud blue diamond sponsor,
recognized for her contribution to the event by Dr. Duffy and Sharon.

John and Sharon Orr, long-time Donor Club members from Fayette,
enjoy themselves at the ball.
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ATHLETICS WRAP-UP
Peacocks induct trio to UIU Athletics Hall of Fame

On Friday, September 9, the Upper Iowa Athletics Department inducted three new members into its Hall of Fame. The UIU Athletics Hall of Fame grew to 210 members with the inductions, as family,
friends and alumni came together to celebrate. The inductees thanked former coaches, teammates, friends and loved ones who helped them reach success in their lives and shared stories of their time
at Upper Iowa University.

At the end of the evening, UIU’s Hall of Fame members came together for a group photo, including(front, l-r) Rick Knipper ’73, Denny Brumm ’61, Steve Exline ’71, Lowell Tiedt ’71, Bill
Prochaska ’63, Larry Weibke ’60 and Steve Harms ’73; (middle) Wade Whitcher ’02, the trio of new inductees, Joe Stasi ’91, Tyler Mumbulo ’11 and Dennis Helms ’69; Larry Albers
’65, Don Lyons ’81 and Bill Roths ’74; and (back) Marshall Richards ’75, James Rarick ’99, Vicky (Ringenberg) Rarick ’00, Jamie (Luchtel) Van Erem ’01, Jack Schroeder ’70, Bill
Neal ’72, Ryan Phillips ’07 and Travis Eggers ’10.

 Continued on page 16

Four Peacocks earn all-conference honors after fall seasons
Volleyball—A pair of Peacock
volleyball players were named
among the conference's best
performers. Both Zoe Semelroth
and Kaci Beesecker earned a
spot on the All-NSIC Second
Team.

 "We are extremely proud of Zoe and Kaci," said Head Coach
Aaron Nelson. "It's always a huge honor to be selected for any post
season award, but with the incredible competition and high level
of volleyball in the Northern Sun Conference it seems to hit even
harder. For these two to be included as part of such an elite group
of athletes is a testament to their ability and drive and to the impact
they have with our team on a daily basis."

Semelroth, who played in 72 sets throughout Upper Iowa's 20
NSIC matches, led the Peacock offense with 249.5 points (14th

NSIC) thanks to 199 kills (19th NSIC), 25 service aces (9th NSIC)
and 47 blocks. Th  Peacock middle’s per-set averages of 3.78 points
(15th NSIC) and 3.02 kills (17th NSIC) were both team highs.
Semelroth scored a season-high 21.5 points in a three-set sweep
of McKendree University and added a career-high 17 kills at No. 3
Wayne State College last Saturday in a four-set loss. Her career-best
seven blocks came at No. 7 St. Cloud State University.

Beesecker started at the libero position all season for the Peacocks,
playing in 72 sets in the team's 20 conference contests. One of
the conference's best defenders, she has reached 343 digs (2nd

NSIC) and is averaging 4.76 digs/set (2nd NSIC). Offensively, the
Fairbank, Iowa, product has handed out 60 assists and scored on 33
service aces, which ranks first among all Northern Sun individuals.
Beesecker posted highs of 30 digs at Augustana in a four-set loss at
Augustana for a 7.5 per-set average and seven aces against Bemidji
State University at home.

Football—Fifth-year offensive lineman Eddy
Gosche earned a place among the NSIC's best
players this season. Gosche was named to the All-
NSIC South Division Second Team Offense for the
second straight year.

"Eddy has been an anchor on the offensive line
here at Upper Iowa for four years now," said Head
Coach Jason Hoskins. "He has a tremendous work ethic and is
a great leader on our football team. One of the top attributes
that coaches want to see is consistency. He brings it every day.
We always knew we were going to get a great effort from Eddy
Gosche."

Zoe Semelroth  Kaci Beesecker

Eddy Gosche



ATHLETICS WRAP-UP

In late November, the Great Lakes Valley Conference (GLVC) 
announced that Upper Iowa University had been admitted to 
the conference for full-time membership, following a vote of 

approval by the GLVC Council of Presidents.

"The GLVC Council of Presidents is pleased to endorse the 
recommendation from the league's faculty athletic representatives 
to accept Upper Iowa University as our 14th member," said Dr. Sue 
Thomas, Truman State University president and chair of the GLVC 
Council of Presidents. "Th oughout the evaluation process, our 
institutional representatives were impressed with UIU's passion, 
enthusiasm, and focus on the student-athlete experience. We 
welcome the Peacocks to the GLVC family."

Upper Iowa will offi ally become the 14th GLVC member upon 
receipt of initiation fees, entitling the institution to voting privileges, 
and will begin regular season competition and be eligible for GLVC 
Championships in 2023-24.

"We are quite pleased to welcome Upper Iowa University as the 
newest member of the Great Lakes Valley Conference," said GLVC 
Commissioner Jim Naumovich. "Their addition to the GLVC for the 
2023-24 academic year will expand the league's geographic footprint 
into the state of Iowa and provide scheduling stability for sports such 
as football and wrestling. Upper Iowa boasts outstanding leadership 
from President Bill Duffy and Vice President for Athletics Rick 
Hartzell and embraces the Division II attributes that our current 
members value." 

Upper Iowa has been competing in the Northern Sun Intercollegiate 
Conference (NSIC) since 2006 and has been a member of NCAA 
Division II since 2003 when it reclassifi d from Division III. The 
Peacocks have captured six NSIC titles in the sports of wrestling 
(three), women's golf (two), and women's tennis (one), as well as 
one Mid-America Intercollegiate Athletic Association (MIAA) 
conference championship in men's soccer and one NSIC tournament 
championship in soft all. Additionally, the wrestling team has 
earned three NCAA trophies for a third-place fin sh and a pair of 
fourth-place results over the last 10-plus years.

Since 2019, Upper Iowa has competed in women's bowling as an 
associate member of the GLVC.

"We greet this move to the Great Lakes Valley Conference with a 
great deal of excitement and energy," said Upper Iowa President Dr. 
William R. Duffy. "The GLVC is comprised of institutions similar in 
size and scope to UIU and joining the conference will open up new 
strategic opportunities for the University." 

The Peacocks will sponsor 17 of the GLVC’s 24 sports, including 
all seven of the league’s core sports: baseball, men’s and women’s 
basketball, men’s and women’s soccer, soft all, and volleyball. UIU 
will also compete in women’s bowling, men’s and women’s cross 
country, football, men’s and women’s golf, women’s tennis, men’s 
and women’s indoor and outdoor track and fi ld, and wrestling. 
Additionally, the Peacocks sponsor a coed program in cheer and 
dance, as well as shotgun sports.

"Commissioner Naumovich and his staff t the GLVC, along with 
several members of the GLVC, have been very supportive during this 
membership process," said UIU Vice President for Athletics Rick 
Hartzell. "On behalf of the University, I can't thank them enough not 
only for the extension of the membership offer, but for their detailed 

We greet this move to 
the Great Lakes Valley 

Conference with a great deal of 
excitement and energy.... joining 
the conference will open up new 
strategic opportunities for the 
University.”

Dr. William Duffy II
UIU President

Lucas Duax

The Peacocks are moving South to the Great Lakes Valley Conference
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The Peacocks are moving South to the Great Lakes Valley Conference
review of the University and their visit to campus. The move to the 
GLVC allows us to bring all our NCAA-sponsored sports into the 
same conference, and we look forward to joining this great league 
for competition in the fall of 2023."

The GLVC is currently one of the largest NCAA Division II 
conferences in the country, featuring 13 schools and 24 sports. The 
conference was established in 1978 with six schools in Indiana, 
Kentucky, and Ohio, but has moved westward to include four Illinois 
schools and eight Missouri schools among its membership. The 
current members of the GLVC are Drury University (Springfi ld, 
Missouri.), University of Illinois Springfi ld (Springfi ld, Illinois), 
University of Indianapolis (Indianapolis, Indiana), Lewis University 
(Romeoville, Illinois), Maryville University (St. Louis, Missouri), 
McKendree University (Lebanon, Illinois), Missouri University of 
Science & Technology (Rolla, Missouri), University of Missouri-St. 
Louis (St. Louis, Missouri), Quincy University (Quincy, Illinois), 
Rockhurst University (Kansas City, Missouri), Southwest Baptist 
University (Bolivar, Missouri), Truman State University (Kirksville, 
Missouri), and William Jewell College (Liberty, Missouri). 

The GLVC last expanded in 2018 with the addition of Southwest 
Baptist and Lindenwood University as its 15th and 16th members. 

However, Bellarmine University in 2019, as well as Lindenwood and 
charter member University of Southern Indiana in 2022, all resigned 
to reclassify to Division I, leaving current membership at 13 full-
time institutions.

The m ve to the GLVC allows 
us to bring all our NCAA-

sponsored sports into the same 
conference, and we look forward 
to joining this great league for 
competition in the fall of 2023.”

Rick Hartzell
UIU Vice President for Athletics

Baptist and Lindenwood University as its 15th and 16th members. 

ILLINOIS
• University of Illinois Springfield (Springfield, Illinois)
• Lewis University (Romeoville, Illinois)
• McKendree University (Lebanon, Illinois)
• Quincy University (Quincy, Illinois)

IOWA
• Upper Iowa University (Fayette, Iowa) – Fall 2023

INDIANA
• University of Indianapolis (Indianapolis, Indiana)

MISSOURI
• Drury University (Springfield, Missouri)
• Maryville University (St. Louis, Missouri)
• Missouri University of Science & Technology (Rolla, Missouri)
• University of Missouri-St. Louis (St. Louis, Missouri)
• Rockhurst University (Kansas City, Missouri)
• Southwest Baptist University (Bolivar, Missouri)
• Truman State University (Kirksville, Missouri)
• William Jewell College (Liberty, Missouri)
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ATHLETICS WRAP-UP
At their best in the classroom
Upper Iowa boasts 52 NSIC All-Academic honorees from their fall sports.
There were 33 Peacocks who earned NSIC All-Academic Team of Excellence
honors and 19 more who earned NSIC All-Academic Team honors.

To be eligible for the NSIC All-Academic Team of Excellence, a student-athlete
must have a 3.60 cumulative GPA or higher, while NSIC All-Academic Team
members must have a cumulative GPA between 3.20 and 3.59.

Additionally, the student-athlete must be a member of the varsity traveling
team and in at least their second year of competition at their current
institution (true freshmen, red-shirt freshmen and ineligible athletic transfers
are not eligible). Furthermore, the student-athlete must have completed at
least one full academic year at their current institution (student must be in at
least their 3rd academic-year-semester at their institution).

All five of Upper Iowa's fall sports sponsored by the NSIC garnered all-
academic honors, including 20 from football, 14 from volleyball, 10 from
women's soccer, and four each from the women and men's cross country
teams.

Below is the full list of UIU student-athletes selected for the teams; those
marked with an asterisk (*) were named to the NSIC All-Academic Team of
Excellence.

Football (20):  *Eddy Gosche (5th - Schaumburg, Illinois), *Collin Jones
(Jr. - Oshkosh, Wisconsin), *Brady Stevens (So. - Sun Prairie, Wisconsin),
*Baxter Bohr (So. - Swisher, Iowa), *RJ Knaack (Sr. - Kaukauna, Wisconsin),
*Connor Andresen (So. - Anamosa, Iowa), *Traegen Kramer (So. - Le Mars,
Iowa), *Connor Frasier (Jr. - McFarland, Wisconsin), *Hunter Brooks (So. -
Joliet, Illinois), *Marcus Orr (So. - Mount Vernon, Iowa), *Ben Houselog (So.
- North Liberty, Iowa), *Kenneth Draeving (Jr. - Beloit, Wisconsin), *Drake
Kinney (So. - Cedar Rapids, Iowa), Tyler Owen (So. - Madison, Wisconsin),
Jacob Seeger (So. - Kenosha, Wisconsin), Rhett Smith (So. - Wapello, Iowa),
Zachary Hamilton (So. - Milwaukee, Wisconsin), Noah Schirmers (Jr. - Blaine,
Minnesota), Jacob Daniel (5th - Chandlerville, Illinois), Peyton Bieber (Sr. -
Waukon, Iowa).

Volleyball (14):  *Emily Kono (Jr. - Center Point, Iowa), *Martha Pace
(So. - West Liberty, Iowa), *Sarah Johnson (Sr. - Elk River, Minnesota),
*Madelyn Rettler (Jr. - West Bend, Wisconsin), *Sarah Stevelinck (Grad.
- Lyons, Colorado), *Kylie Willis (Sr. - Grundy Center, Iowa), *Carlee Dove
(Sr. - New Hartford, Iowa), *Kaci Beesecker (Jr. - Fairbank, Iowa), *Kaitlyn
Mohwinkle (Grad. - Aplington, Iowa), *Maggie Streightiff (Grad. - Hayfield,
Minnesota), Zoe Semelroth (Jr. - Tripoli, Iowa), Kylee Oldenburger (Jr. - Cedar
Rapids, Iowa), Kayla Veto (Jr. - Moline, Illinois), Nicole Pozorski (Jr. - Eagle,
Wisconsin).

Women's Soccer (10):  *Alena Miller (Jr. - Forest Lake, Minnesota), *Katie
Samuels (R-Sr. - Blackburn, United Kingdom), *Grace Birdsley (Sr. - Prior
Lake, Minnesota), *Katrina Kazluski (So. - Poplar Grove, Illinois), *Haley
Ramberg (Grad. - St. Francis, Minnesota), Nora Nouhaili (R-So. - Las Vegas,
Nevada), Toni Powsey (Grad. - Cumberland, BC, Canada), Alex Garcia (So. -
Barcelona, Spain), Chloe Jarosz (So. - Omaha, Nebraska), Leah Willenbring
(Sr. - South St. Paul, Minnesota).

Women's Cross Country (4):  *Ashley Donovan (Sr. - Dubuque, Iowa),
*Delaney Miller (Jr. - Chandler, Arizona), *Jadyn Schultz (Jr. - Independence,
Iowa), Macey White (Grad. - Mount Pleasant, Iowa).

Men's Cross Country (4): *Bryce Baker (Jr. - Rochester, Minnesota),
*Nathan Goranson (Jr. - Greeley, Iowa), Brady Johnston (Jr. - Platteville,
Wisconsin), David Snider (Sr. - Havana, Ill.)

Beesecker and Gosche earn 2022 Academic
All-District® teams

Following their respective fall seasons, Kaci
Beesecker of the volleyball team and Eddy
Gosche of the football program were named
to the 2022 Academic All-District® Football
and Volleyball Teams, selected by College
Sports Communicators.

Th  award recognizes the nation’s top
student-athletes for their combined

performances on the fi ld or court and in the classroom. Th  CSC Academic
All-America® program separately recognizes football and volleyball honorees in
four divisions — NCAA Division I, NCAA Division II, NCAA Division III and
NAIA.

Both Beesecker and Gosche earned NSIC All-Academic Team of Excellence
honors and a spot on their respective All-NSIC teams.

Th  Division II CSC Academic
All-America® programs are
partially fi ancially supported
by the NCAA Division II
and III national governance
structures to assist CSC with
handling the awards fulfillment
aspects for the 2022-23
Divisions II and III Academic
All-America® programs.

Gosche played in 44 games in his Upper Iowa career, which began at center and
ended at the left tackle position the last two seasons. Th  Schaumburg, Illinois,
product has been the linchpin in Upper Iowa's offensive line over his time in
Peacock blue and white. Gosche and his line mates have cleared the way for
nearly 9,000 passing yards and 4,500 rushing yards over his four seasons in the
trenches. This season, Gosche worked through injuries to lead a very young
Peacock offense onto the fi ld each and every Saturday.

Men’s Soccer —Archie Watts was selected as an All-GLIAC
Honorable Mention after minding the net for the Peacocks this
past season.

"We are very excited for Archie to be receiving this award, as it
is a refl ction of all the hard work and commitment that he has
put into improving as a player this season" said Head Coach
Jason Carlson. "Our hope is that this milestone is just the

beginning of a very bright future for Archie."

Watts made an immediate impact in his Peacock debut this season. Th  Bristol,
England, native led the GLIAC with 82 saves for the 2022 season, along with
four shutouts. Watts started all 17 games and led the team with 1,460 minutes
played. Against St. Cloud State, the junior tallied himself an assist after sending a
long ball to Omar Alfaro, who netted the winning goal. Watts recorded a game-
high of eight saves in two different matches, one against Northern Michigan and
the other versus St. Cloud State.

Four Peacocks earn all-conference honors after fall seasons
 Continued from page 13

Archie Watts
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Kaci Beesecker Eddy Gosche

Kaci Beesecker



ATHLETICS WRAP-UP
Sport summaries from the fall 2022 season
SHOTGUN SPORTS - Upper Iowa wrapped up the fall portion of
its schedule in a big way in early November at the NCSSAA Iowa
State Championship. Th  event was held at New Pioneer Gun Club in
Waukee, Iowa, and featured teams from seven different Iowa schools.
UIU finished second overall, breaking a total of 1,411 out of 1,750
targets. William Penn University finished with the top score at 1,566,
while Simpson College placed third with a score of 1,388. In addition
to their overall second place fin sh, the Peacocks placed inside the top
three as a team in each discipline.

MEN’S GOLF – Th  Peacocks got on the course for four events this
fall playing a total of nine rounds and posting an average of 311.3.
Their low round of 301 came at the Super Region Preview after Labor
Day in Winona, Minn. Tate Carlson led the group that day with a 71.
Carlson matched the low-round of the fall once more at the Holiday
Inn Express Classic with a 71, as did Nathan Petrak in the same
tournament. Carlson and Petrak led the team with stroke averages of
77.0 and 77.6, respectively, while Owen Davison came in with a 78.6
average per round. Upper Iowa will be back on the course this spring
looking to battle in the race for the NSIC Championship.

WOMEN’S GOLF – Upper Iowa played in four tournaments this
fall, playing eight rounds across four states with stops in Iowa,
Minnesota and Illinois. Th  Peacocks were led by Katie Schweers,
who averaged 85.1 strokes per round and logged the team’s lowest
four rounds of the fall, including an 81 at the Golden Bear Classic in
mid-September.

BOWLING – Both the women’s and men’s bowling teams have
begun their year-long seasons with a few tournaments in November.
Th  bulk of the competition seasons come after the holidays and
culminate with postseason possibilities in April.

CROSS COUNTRY – Th  men’s and women’s cross country teams
competed in six events, including two postseason races this fall, in
five states: Iowa, Minnesota, Wisconsin, Nebraska and Missouri. Th
men’s team placed 13th at the NSIC Championships in an 8K race
paced by Nathan Goranson, who finished 68th in a time of 27:38.82.
Th  Peacocks finished 29th at the NCAA Central Regional, and
Goranson led the team again with a time of 33:04.98 in the 10K race.
Th  women finished 14th at the NSIC Championships in their 6K
race led by Ashley Donovan, who placed 55th in a time of 24:37.57.
Donovan ran a team-best race at the NCAA Central Regional as well,
fin shing 111th in a time of 23:05.63 and setting a new program record
in the 6K. UIU placed 31st at the regional event.

WOMEN’S SOCCER – Th  Peacocks
went 2-12-4 in Head Coach Josh Davis’
first season with UIU. Davis had the
team playing well, but injuries depleted
the Peacock bench, and late in the
year the team could not hold up in the
second half of games. UIU finished
14th in the NSIC standings with a win
and four ties in 15 conference matches.
Four players claimed a tie for the lead in
goals on the season with two including
Rachyl Benavides, Katie Samuels, Haley

Ramberg and Jordan Zarate, while Chloe Jarosz notched a pair of
assists. Th  Peacocks allowed just two goals per match behind their
defenders, led by Chloe Jarosz and Leah Willenbring, and their
goalies, Belle Wagner (13 matches, 52 saves) and Jamie Kerkvliet (7
matches, 23 saves).

MEN’S SOCCER – Upper Iowa finished the year with a 2-13-2
record overall and a 1-10-1 mark in 12 GLIAC matches this past
fall. Jason Carlson returned over the summer as the head coach
of the program and is working to prepare the Peacocks for a more
consistent fall in 2023. UIU finished the season in seventh place in
the conference standings. Frider Blunck led the team in scoring with
three goals, while Carson Cajuste added a pair of goals and an assist.
Yannis Sapim scored a pair of goals, and Noah Gjervik notched a goal
and two assists. In goal, Archie Watts played all but 70 minutes of
the season between the pipes and grabbed 82 saves and All-GLIAC
Honorable Mention.

FOOTBALL – Th  Peacock football team closed the 2022 season
with a 1-10 mark. Their win came at home against Minot State
University as UIU outscored their guests 33-22. Offensive lineman
Eddy Gosche was named to the All-NSIC South Division Second
Team Offense for the second straight year while paving the way UIU’s
offense. Desean Phillips led the rushing attack with 422 yards and
a score, while Aboubacar Barry added 246 yards and three rushing
touchdowns. Cole Ewald caught 29 passes for 392 yards and three
touchdowns, while Eddie Burgess also caught three scores late in
the year. Marcus Orr (960 yards, 6 TDs) and Darryl Overstreet Jr.
(855 yards, 8 TDs) split the quarterback position over the course of
the year. Willy Camacho also had a solid year with 418 all-purpose
yards, including 268 receiving yards and one touchdown. Defensively,
Trevor Thompson (66 tackles), Tyler Owen (61 tackles) and Collin
Jones (58 tackles) all had solid seasons. Baxter Bohr led the team
in tackles for loss with 8.5 and sacks with 4.5. Cody Cotton had
a breakout freshman season with eight pass breakups and three
interceptions, including one he returned for a touchdown.

VOLLEYBALL – Upper Iowa closed the 2022 season with a 14-13
mark overall and an 8-12 mark in the high-powered Northern Sun.
Th  Peacocks opened their campaign with a 6-1 mark in non-
conference play. UIU’s best win of the season came at home on
Sept. 17 when they defeated No. 23 Augustana University in a four-
set match. Both Zoe Semelroth and Kaci Beesecker earned spots
on the All-NSIC Second Team for their play during the season.

Semelroth (279 kills) and Maggie
Streightiff (212 kills) led the
offense, which ran through the
hands of Nicole Pozorski (936
assists). Beesecker paced the
defense with 453 digs and added
a team-high 41 service aces. Th
Peacocks finished the season one
spot out of the NSIC Tournament
and tied with Winona State
University, who they split with
during the season.
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Yearbook photos from the 1975
Coordinated Off-Campus Degree
Program (COCDP), now known as the
Self-Paced degree program at UIU.

Below, material used to promote the
Self-Paced program, also known as the
External Degree program back in 2004.

UIU celebrates 50 years of adult learning
Upper Iowa University is celebrating the 50th anniversary of

pioneering its Self-Paced degree program throughout 2023
with the launch of a $3 million Adult Learner Scholarship

campaign. This scholarship fund will be created to support
adult learners who meet criteria related to fi ancial need and/or
academic excellence.

Th  Self-Paced degree
program, designed in 1973
to provide educational
opportunities to working
adults wanting to earn a
bachelor’s degree, has helped
nearly 3,500 UIU alumni
achieve their educational
goals during its 50-year span.
Th  program also created a
blueprint for UIU’s foray into
other expansions in adult-
focused education.

Modeled after the “university-without-walls” concept of the
British, the Self-Paced program was first directed primarily toward
employees within civil service, military, business and industry.
Th  initial programs of study offered were degrees in public
administration and business administration. Within five years of its
creation, UIU had received nearly 5,000 applications from interested
students in 18 states. 446 students graduated from the program in its
first five years, with Irene Curran Montie ’73 of Washington, D.C.,
and Eugene M. Massengale ’73 of Alexandria, Virginia the first
offi al graduates of the program.

“I love meeting with every UIU alum,” said UIU President William
Duffy, “but my visits and conversations with alumni from the earliest
days of the Self-Paced program are among the most rewarding.
Th se grateful alums consistently let me know that without UIU’s
innovative Self-Paced program they likely would not have earned
their degree or achieved the same level of professional success.”

In its early years, students in the Self-Paced program made a
pilgrimage to the Fayette Campus twice a year for face-to-face
classes. Th se sessions typically occurred during the month of
January and again in the summer, during which some adult learner
students brought with them their families for a “vacation” in Fayette.

“Throughout all my conversations with those early graduates of the
Self-Paced program, it’s been made clear that these alumni enjoyed
their visits to Fayette in the summer much more than a somewhat
chillier stay in January!” said President Duffy.

Graduates of the program have put their UIU degrees to work in
a variety of ways, including leading companies, fi ding success as
entrepreneurs, climbing the ranks in the U.S. military, and more. To
pay tribute to this impressive program and its golden anniversary,
UIU will be telling the stories of Self-Paced and other distance
learning alumni throughout 2023.

Following the success of the Self-Paced program, UIU began to
establish education locations in other cities and states, and boasts
over 20 centers in the United States today. During this time, UIU
also expanded offerings to military bases and enjoys partnerships at
six bases of the U.S. Army and two U.S. Naval bases. UIU was also an
early entry into online education, with an online program that dates
back to 1999. While there are currently no international locations,
UIU also has a long history of providing degree opportunities to
students worldwide.

“It may come as a surprise to many who are familiar with UIU
that nearly 40,000 alumni have graduated from a location outside



UIU celebrates 50 years of adult learning
Who knew air-conditioning could
be so important? For Ed Spring ’76,
a desire to get out of the sweltering
Jacksonville, Florida heat turned
into a 50+ year career in aviation.
Spring was stationed as a Marine in
Jacksonville in 1954 and wasn’t sure
what his military assignment might
be. When he was shown an airport
traffic control tower for the first time
and realized it was air-conditioned,
he applied for that training school
and was accepted.

Spring’s career in aviation ended
up putting him front and center to
history. Spring was a civilian aircraft
controller in Saigon, Vietnam, during
the 1968 Tet Offensive and spent 36
hours under siege while directing inbound military and civilian air traffic to
alternate safe landing destinations outside of the country.

While still in Saigon a few months later, Spring was controlling traffic
when President Lyndon Johnson flew into Vietnam to visit the troops at
Cameron Bay. The USAF controller at Cameron Bay was so impressed by the
presidential visit he forgot to tell Ed via landline the plane had taken off and

was heading south to leave Vietnam. As a result, Air Force One popped up on
Ed’s radar without warning, nose to nose with a medical evacuation C-141
aircraft heading to Japan with a plane load of wounded. Federal regulations
dictate that Air Force One, with the president on board, has priority over ALL
other aircraft. To avoid delaying the wounded heroes, Ed decided to ignore
this rule and directed the president’s plane to turn off course and avoid the
planeload of wounded soldiers. The pilot complied when he was advised of
the situation and never complained.

After discharge from the Marines, Spring was hired by the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA). Spring was an executive in the FAA when President
Ronald Reagan eliminated striking air traffic controllers. Spring spent the latter
part of his career as a sought-after aviation consultant in air traffic control
matters including modernization both domestically and internationally.

Somewhere in between this remarkable and rewarding career, Spring became
one of the earliest graduates of Upper Iowa’s Coordinated Off-Campus Degree
Program. To fulfill the face-to-face campus classroom requirement portion
of the curriculum, Ed recalls spending a few cold weeks in Fayette in January
1975 before bringing his wife and four children to Fayette during the summer
of 1975. He graduated with a degree in public administration, making
possible much of the success he enjoyed later in his career.

Ed is currently retired and enjoys spending time on his patio cheering on the
Washington Commanders. Ed is pictured during a recent visit with President
Duffy at his home in Fredericksburg, Virginia.

Dr. Duffy and Ed Spring ‘76
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Early Self-Paced alum
boasts rewarding
aviation career

of our residential campus in Fayette,” said Andrew Wenthe, vice president
for external affairs at UIU. “That represents 81% of our overall alumni
population.”

For this reason, UIU is asking its alumni who attended UIU outside of the
Fayette Campus to step up with a gift to the Adult Learner Scholarship
campaign. While some fi ancial assistance is currently available to adult and
distance learners, either by the generosity of alumni who have endowed a
scholarship specifi ally for this purpose or through Corporate Advantage
Partnership benefits, the need far outweighs the available funds. Over 80%
of UIU’s currently enrolled students are taking courses outside of the Fayette
Campus.

Scholarship assistance for adult learners also presents a great opportunity
for UIU to compete in the ever-expanding realm of online education. As
more and more colleges and universities dip their toes into the arena that
UIU has long been innovative in, it’s more challenging to compete for
students. Offering scholarship opportunities will assist in the recruitment and
retention of students, helping the long-term fi ancial success of UIU.

“Scholarships for adult learners are not only important in helping people
achieve their educational dreams,” said Wenthe. “Th y can be a great
marketing tool to assist with enrollment growth.”

Any alumni or friend of UIU interested in supporting the Adult Learner
Scholarship campaign can do so by visiting uiu.edu/50Years and making a
gift  Alumni wanting to share their experience as an adult learner at UIU can
do so by emailing alumni@uiu.edu or utilizing the alumni contact form at
uiu.edu/AlumniUpdate.

These grateful alums consistently
let me know that without UIU’s

innovative Self-Paced program they
likely would not have earned their
degree or achieved the same level of
professional success.”

Dr. William Duffy II
UIU President

In celebration of 50 years of Adult Education, throughout 2023, UIU is proudly
recognizing the accomplishments and achievements of alumni who have
graduated from the Self-Paced, Online, or Center learning experiences, all of
which stemmed from the original Coordinated Off-Campus Degree Program,
launched in 1973. New stories will be posted at uiu.edu/50years.
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If you look up “compassionate” in the dictionary, you very well 
may fi d the name of one of our alums, Alison (Nesteby) 
Parmer ’05, ’15. Alison is a founder of Hero’s Haven Animal 

Rescue, a foster-based organization giving dogs and cats 
throughout Eastern Iowa a second chance. 

Hero’s Haven is unique in that instead of serving as a traditional 
shelter facility, it provides arrangement services to match up 
adoptable dogs and cats with foster homes. The organization is 
able to take in a cat or dog in need only when a suitable foster 
home is available. “These temporary homes in many cases provide 
animals with the lifesaving gift f time, while anxiously awaiting 
their forever homes,” said Parmer. “The length of time varies from 
a few weeks to several months.”   

The nonprofit was established in 2019 by Alison and her team of 
volunteers and named after “Hero,” the dog. Sadly, Hero was the 
victim of extreme neglect and was dumped in a remote area in 
Delaware County before being rescued by an original team member. 
She and her husband fostered Hero, giving him all the love, care and 
attention an animal deserves, up until his passing. “Hero lives on 
through Hero’s Haven and the work we do,” said Parmer. 

Having always been interested in helping others, Parmer elected to 
major in human services at Upper Iowa’s Fayette Campus. “I had 
planned to attend a college further away from home (Elkader, Iowa, 
at the time), but ended up jumping at the chance to play soft all in 
college,” said Parmer. “Both my parents were graduates of Upper 
Iowa and it seemed like fate that the coach reached out to me with 
this amazing opportunity. I wouldn’t change my decision at all, as I 
absolutely loved my time at UIU.”

Parmer continued her education with UIU by enrolling in the Master 
of Public Administration program, earning her second UIU diploma 
in 2015. 

“While pursuing my master’s degree, I learned a lot about researching 
and dissecting local, state, and federal laws and codes. Th s was 
very valuable when I was doing the initial paperwork to establish 
Hero’s Haven legally and to become a 501(c)(3) organization for 
IRS purposes. We had absolutely no money to hire an attorney 
to help with the process, so I used the different research skills I 
learned in the MPA program to ensure we were doing everything 
appropriately.” 

Hero’s Haven is licensed with the Iowa Department of Agriculture 
and Land Stewardship. Since its establishment, the nonprofit 
organization has rescued over 800 animals. Each available animal is 
featured on heroshavenanimalrescue.rescuegroups.org, including 
a photo and brief story of their background, if it’s known. Alison 
encourages fellow alumni to please consider a rescue when adding a 
pet to their family. 

“It is more important than ever to ‘Adopt, Don’t Shop,’ as rescues are 
overwhelmed, volunteers are exhausted, and funds are diminishing. 
For every rescue or shelter pet adopted, two lives are saved—the one 
who was adopted, and the one who can take its open spot.”

Alison remains closely involved with the organization, now serving as 
a board member. Everyone involved with the organization serves as 
a volunteer. There is no paid staff r formal public funding, so Hero’s 
Haven operates solely on private donations. Veterinarian bills are one 
of the organization’s largest expenses. Adoption fees and donations 
off et expenditures. 

“Our team is constantly growing and changing, but we have a 
good base of 15 to 20 volunteers that put lots of time into different 
operations of the organization, whether it be administrative, legal, 
fundraising, fostering, transporting, or many other duties it takes to 
keep the organization moving forward.”

Hero’s Haven is also active on Facebook, which is benefic al in sharing 
stories of available animals, building their network, gaining resources 
and supporters, seeking donations, and of course, securing forever 
homes. 

Everyone deserves a second chance, and UIU commends Alison and 
Hero’s Haven for the noble service provided to pets in need and the 
communities and families they serve. 

Want to hear about Alison’s favorite rescue story? Visit us online at 
uiu.edu/HerosHaven to hear her story about “Ruby” (a.k.a. Zuri).

Introducing: Sugar North 
Student-Athlete Wellness Supporter
Newly appointed head softball coach Laura North joined UIU in August 2022. 
Her sidekick, and furry family member, Sugar, was her very first “recruit!” 
Sugar is a 9-year-old cockapoo and certified service dog. She attends practice, 
training sessions and games, and cheers on the girls from her kennel. 

“I have a long commute to campus, so I decided to bring her with me for companionship,” said 
North.  “The softball girls instantly fell in love with her.” 

Laura has four children – all boys. When her youngest son, Jake, was in fourth grade, he was 
diagnosed with Crohn’s disease. The digestive illness caused him to miss 85 days of school, which 
affected his overall anxiety. The North family decided Sugar would be the perfect medicine  
to cheer up their son.

“From the moment we got her, we 
noticed her deep-down instinct 
to love and care for others,” said 
North. “Not only is her presence 
therapeutic for my family, but also 
for our entire softball team.” 

If you look up “compassionate” in the dictionary, you very well 

Hero’s Haven Animal Rescue
Everyone deserves a second chance.

Alison, pictured with her husband Kenny Parmer, and their four dogs, who are all rescues. They include  
(left to right) Bosco, Dak, Max, and Kinnick. Sadly, Kinnick just passed in August 2022 at the age of 16.



CLASS NOTES
1960s 
Robert Christensen ’69, Marshalltown, Iowa, wrote a memoir 
titled “My Story” just ahead of his 90th birthday, which was on 
September 23, 2022. He started writing a page a week for a year 
after his 89th birthday and wound up with 175 pages plus pictures 
detailing his life from the early days in the Iowa Greater Lakes area. 
The memoir speaks of his family, his time in the Navy Reserves, 
completing his degree at Upper Iowa University, and more. “My 
Story” is available at the Marshalltown Public Library. 

Stephen Regan ’69, Cedar Rapids, Iowa, published his newest 
book, World’s Worst Sailor. Many of Regan’s stories have 
previously been published in boating magazines; however, many 
new stories were written for this book about the foibles of a self-
taught sailboat sailor. His book can be purchased on Amazon.

1970s 

Enjoying their yearly 
Peacock get-together 
in Manchester, 
Iowa, are back, (l-r) 
Linda (Erickson) 
Mardof ’69,  Mary 
(Malmquist) 
Stammeyer, Bev 
(Pleggenkuhle) 
Malausky ’70 and
Margaret (Klocker) 
Jones ’70. Front, (l-r) 

Tanja (Herzog) Foster ’69 and Mary (Putnam) Adams ’70.

1990s William King ’90, ’10, Inverness, Florida, was 
hired as a lecturer of business at UIU–Waterloo.

Richard Menor ’97, Miami, 
Florida, was recently awarded 
the Florida Police Chiefs 
Association “Police Officer f 
the Year.”  Menor started his 
work in law enforcement in 
2007 with the Miami-Dade 
County Department. In 2012, 
Menor transferred to the West 
Miami Police Department and 
still works there today. 

Kali (White) VanBaale ’98, Bondurant, Iowa, has been a creative 
writing professor for Lindenwood University MFA in their writing 
program since 2016. Th s year she was named Adjunct Professor 
of the Year for her efforts in helping redesign thesis courses. 
She also made her own writing workshops more rigorous and 
inclusive for diverse voices. 

Several members of the Foxes fraternity, classmates and friends 
gathered along Main Street to watch the Homecoming parade 
and celebrate the weekend. They included, front row, (l-r) 
Rhonda (Gerber) Frey ’79 and Sodie Alderson ’74. Second 
row, (l-r) Liz (Holmes) McAllister, Edie (Gibson) Hines ’73, 
Gail Callahan, Deb (Hess) Scholle ’74, Becky (Harms) 
Read ’74, Deb (Hand) Hess ’73, Bill Roths ’74 and Karie 
(Daily) Gunderson ’74. Third row, (l-r) Keith Scholle ’74, 
Greg Steffens ’73, Jim Clark ’73, Doug Clayton ’78, Steve 
Harms ’73, Mary Anne (Hedstrom) Macier ’73, Spring 
Klaus ’70, Rick Knipper ’73, Jack Frey ’74, Randy Frey and
Ken McKenna ’71 . Fourth row, (l-r) Wally Wennekamp 
’73, Donna (Stark) Abraham ’74 and Chris (Lamy) DeLong. 

Foxes and friends gather for Homecoming ’22
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Members of the EYE sorority gathered on Homecoming weekend to 
dedicate a special bench in memory of their friend and sorority sister, 
Diane (Kinkead) Harms ’73. They included (l-r) Deb (Hand) Hess 
’73, Spring Klaus ’70, Donna (Stark) Abraham ’74, Kari (Daily) 
Gunderson ’74, Rhonda (Gerber) Frey ’79, Chris (Lamy) DeLong, 
Marcia Andrews ’79, Becky (Harms) Read ’74, Liz (Holmes) McAllister, 
Edie (Gibson) Hines ’73 and Mary Anne Hedstrom-Macier ’73. 



CLASS NOTES

Chris ’10 and
Heidi (McKean)
Wlezien ’12,
Austin, Texas,
welcomed their first
girl, Maddyn, on
June 25, 2022. She
joins older brothers
Cameron (6), Jordan
(3), and Austin (2).

Jason ’11 and Jackie (Berry) Olsgard ’13
of Greeley, Colorado, welcomed their son,
Jayden John, into the world on May 18,
2022. He weighed 8 pounds,  11.5 ounces,
and joined big sister, Jordyn Marie.

Dalton Lape ’19,
Oelwein, Iowa, and
his wife, Amy,
welcomed their
first child, Miles
Robert Lape, on
September 9,
2022. He was born
at 1:21 p.m. and
weighed 6 pounds,
6 ounces.

Jessica Dunlap ’14 and her husband, James Salter
III, Oakland, California, welcomed a baby boy, James
Daxton Salter IV, on September 27, 2022.

Welc�e to the Peacock  family,
li�le es!
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2000s Scott Williamson ’01, Eldora,
Iowa, has been with the Eldora-New Providence
School District for 22 years. He started out in
art and is currently a third-grade teacher at the
elementary school.

Lt. Edward Gritzner ’07, Lake Geneva,
Wisconsin, has been named the new police
chief for the Lake Geneva Police Department.
Edward has worked for the Lake Geneva Police
Department since 2005 and currently serves as
the department’s administrative lieutenant.

Alex Hansen ’07, Waterloo, Iowa, was named
assistant professor of education at UIU–Waterloo.

Jonathan Brokens ’09,
Oelwein, Iowa, graduated
this summer from the 46th

DPS Basic Academy through
the Iowa State Patrol and has
been assigned to District 10
(Oelwein, Iowa). Before
joining the Department of
Public Safety, he served as a

K-9 offic  with the Dubuque Police Department.

2010s Gerlean Y. Baylor ’10,
Alexandria, Virginia, has released her new book,
1, 2, 3, My Pretty Manners 4 Me! She wrote the
book to serve as a helpful resource for instilling a
solid foundation that centers on respect, manners,
and following God’s plan.

Robert Weech ’11, Lake
Worth, Florida, began a new
role as Lighthouse Point’s
new fire chief on August 15,
2022, in Lighthouse Point,
Florida. Weech served as fire
chief of Polk County, in
central Florida, before
coming to work for
Lighthouse Point.

Raymond Kociolek ’13, Radcliff, Kentucky,
accepted a new position as an associate
chiropractor with Bluegrass Chiro in
Elizabethtown, Kentucky. Dr. Kociolek and his
fiancé, Brittany, also welcomed a baby boy, Asher,
on March 29, 2022.

Nick Lechtenberg and Carlyn (Wacker)
Lechtenberg ’09, Elgin, Iowa, welcomed
their third child, Ward Josey Lechtenberg,
on September 21, 2022. He weighed
6 pounds,  6 ounces, and measured 19
inches long. He was welcomed home by
his two big brothers, Stirn (6) and Teff (4).



CLASS NOTES

Congratulations!Congratulations!Congratulations!Congratulations!Congratulations!Congratulations!
Wedding Day Bliss

Cole Stephen ’16, Manchester, Iowa, married Jordan 
Stephen, on a beautiful fall day in Des Moines, Iowa, 
back in September. They were surrounded by family, 
friends, and some of Cole’s closest Peacock classmates 
and teammates.

Jamie Gehling ’18 and Jaiden (Cloyd) 
Gehling, Grand Meadow, Minnesota, 
were married on September 3, 2022, 

at St. Bernard’s Catholic Church in 
Stewartville, Minnesota. 

Naomi (Aziz) ’13 and Matthew Ricci had a small wedding celebration on July 22, 2022, 
in Fort Lauderdale, Florida. Their paths crossed in 2015 while working together in the 
alumni office t UIU. The wedding party included, from left o right: Jackson Raney, 
Jamilla Abughali, Joshua Morrison, Salam Farhat, Matthew Ricci, Naomi (Aziz) Ricci ’13, 
Allyssa Joseph ’12, Jemimah Katung ’15, John Dubois ’17, and Allyson Herkowski ’14.

Do you have something 
special to share? 

Submit a class note at
uiu.edu/alumniupdate

or contact the Alumni Offic
at alumni@uiu.edu.
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Evan Trenkamp ’14, 
Charlotte, Iowa, was 
promoted to vice president - 
senior lender at Citizens First 
Bank, where he has been 
employed since 2014. Evan is 
also a recent graduate from 
the Graduate School of 

Banking, Colorado. He was among 169 graduates 
honored during a ceremony on July 28, 2022, in 
Boulder, Colorado. 

Dylon Field ’18, Noblesville, Indiana, is entering 
his second stint with the University of Minnesota 
Duluth and will be serving as their director of 
Bulldog Productions. He will be responsible for 
live streaming, broadcasts, social media strategy, 
creating videos and graphics for YouTube as 
well as for the video boards at Malosky Stadium, 
AMSOIL, and inside Romano Gym. Prior to 
returning to the Bulldogs, Field spent two years in 
a similar role with USA Hockey’s National Team 
Development Program and USA Hockey Arena.  

Erik Zorrilla ’18, Coralville, Iowa, a neuroscience 
Ph.D. student in the Russo Lab at the University 
of Iowa Roy J. and Lucille A. Carver College of 
Medicine, earned an Association of Migraine 
Disorders Travel Grant earlier this year. 

Gage Harden ’19, Adel, Iowa, 
joined Adel-Desoto-Minburn 
(ADM) Community School 
District as a middle school 
special education teacher. 

Allison Leuchtenmacher ’19, passed the July 2022 
Iowa Bar Examination. Allison plans to take over a 
practice in Northeast Iowa.

Cory Mullins ’19, passed the July 2022 Iowa Bar 
Examination. Cory has been accepted into Judge 
Advocate General’s Corps (JAG).

2020s Duncan Snider ’20, Muscatine, 
Iowa, signed a professional baseball contract with 
the San Diego Padres organization in June 2022.  
He was assigned to the Padres’ Lake Elsinore 
Storm and helped them win the 2022 California 
League Championship.

Natalie Rudrud ’21, Insanti, Minnesota, was 
hired as the marketing manager with Street Smart 
Rental in Lino Lakes, Minnesota. 

James Perry ’21, Waverly, Iowa, recently joined 
the team at EPI (Exceptional Persons, Inc.) as their 
chief fi ancial offic . 

Andrew Paskey ’22, Charleston, South Carolina, 
is currently attending the College of Charleston 
and is enrolled in their MBA program. 
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IN MEMORIAM
Velma Held ’49
08/13/2022, Davenport, IA

Emma-Jean (Slaughter) Blank ’52
07/01/2022, West Des Moines, IA

Sylvester Blank ’53
09/09/2022, West Des Moines, IA

Nathan Humphrey ’58
10/21/2022, Rochester, WA

Arthur Langerman ’58
08/20/2022, Mcconnelsvle, OH

Patricia (Rueber) Martin ’58
10/01/2022, Monona, IA

Billy Roberts ’58
10/10/2022, Bettendorf, IA

Jim Braudt ’59
08/06/2022, Princeton, IA

Richard Bachman ’60
08/07/2022, Denver, CO

Carol (Pleggenkuhle) Halverson ’61
11/26/2022, Hawkeye, IA

Donald Welsh ’61
05/10/2018, Kansas City, MO

Judy (Moore) Stalkfleet ’63
07/22/2022, Cedar Rapids, IA

Rita (Carpenter) Jones ’63
11/07/2022, Manchester, IA

Loren Jansa ’65
07/27/2022, Cedar Rapids, IA

Kathleen (Keig) Kerber ’67
09/07/2022, Decorah, IA

Dennis Lenth ’68
07/31/2022, Cedar Falls, IA

Edith (Bartels) Meyer ’68
07/29/2022, Maynard, IA

Christopher Goedken ’69
07/18/2022, Dyersville, IA

D. Joanne (Doerring) Kramer ’70
07/14/2022, Manchester, IA

Nell Stephens ’71
07/01/2022, Cape Coral, FL

Trevor Davies ’72
05/22/2022, Downers Grove, IL

Barry Fraioli ’72
07/20/2020, New York, NY

Douglas Kiefer ’72
10/17/2022, Cedar Falls, IA

Peter Murnieks ’72
01/20/2022, Vista, CA

Rose (Schleuger) Gerdes ’74
08/29/2022, Pleasant Hope, MO

Suellen (Sears) Adams ’77
11/01/2022, Madison, WI

Kara Caufield ’77
11/30/2022, Hoboken, NJ

Syndi Smith-Bierman ’79
10/13/2022, Willow Grove, PA

George Boemerman ’80
07/13/2017, San Marcos, TX

Orrie Flynt ’81
07/11/2022, Oklahoma City, OK

Marlin Francksen ’81
07/19/2022, Cape Fair, MO

Anna May (Gorman) Schneberger ’81
07/22/2022, River Falls, WI

Joanne (Hempeler) Venter ’82
10/09/2022, Monona, IA

Edward Brenner ’83
01/27/2022, Hollywood, FL

Robert Cullison ’83
04/16/20, Gilbert, AZ

David McCauley ’84
06/24/2021, Clearwater, FL

Dennis Freet ’87
11/19/2022, Dysart, IA

William Niedert ’89
08/05/2022, Hudson, IA

Marjorie (Cleveland) Fisher ’95
02/22/2022, Whitefish, MT

Mary (Rades) Baldwin ’96
08/03/2022, Madison, WI

Renea Roster ’99
10/30/2022, Waterloo, IA

Austin Reed ’01
09/03/2022, North Liberty, IA

Dawn (Zimmerman) Wilcox ’03
08/24/2022, Cottage Grove, WI

Joseph Grandgenett ’04
08/11/2022, Corwith, IA

Samuel Hicok ’05
10/12/2022, Waterloo, IA

Paula (Ranum) Schutt ’05
08/01/2022, Janesville, WI

Monica (Evenson) Klein ’14
05/04/2022, Whittemore, IA

Nathan Lundstrom ’15
06/18/2022, Loves Park, IL

David Castro Bosbach ’20
11/08/2022, Madison, WI

FORMER FACULTY
Duane Harper
08/17/2022, Waucoma, IA

FORMER STAFF
Alma (Grimes) Aanes
07/12/2022, Fayette, IA

Dorothy (Bentley) Langerman 
09/10/2022, Fayette, IA

FORMER STUDENT
Roy Guenther 
10/31/2022, West Union, IA

Dorothy (Humbert) Magee 
10/24/2022, Troy, AL

Chad Shaw 
08/26/2022, Garner, IA

Donald Hundley 
09/28/2022, Platte City, MO

Nancy (Pletsch) Schlindwein 
11/04/2022, Cedar Rapids, IA

Michael O’Brien 
08/10/2022, Clive, IA

Rayma (Pilgrim) Fisher 
07/07/2022, Edgewood, IA

David Hilton 
07/13/2022, Independence, IA

Anne (Cooper) McPartlin 
07/15/2022, Sun River, MT

Donna Murray 
07/18/2022, Perry, IA

Jeffery Burco 
06/23/2022, Las Vegas, NV

Dorothy (Burget) Ashley 
07/06/22, Morristown, TN

Vernon Seltrecht 
10/23/2022, Northbrook, IL

Matthew Kubic 
10/27/2022, Salamanca, NY

FRIEND OF UIU
Bernard “Bernie” Bowers 
10/02/2022, Fayette, IA

In honor of their memory, we proudly recognize these Peacocks and their special connection to Upper Iowa University.

‘IN MEMORIAM’ 
SUBMISSIONS 

Should you learn of the passing of 
a fellow Peacock, please notify the 

Alumni Office via email at 
alumni@uiu.edu or send us a note 
to P.O. Box 1857, Fayette, IA 52142
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The Power of Giving
Homecoming was especially exciting, as the President’s Fundraising Ball celebrated its 10th anniversary. 
President Duffy and Sharon started this new tradition upon his inauguration as Upper Iowa’s 21st

president in 2013.

Each year the event features a unique theme, all with the goal of igniting Peacock spirit and infusing a 
message about the sheer importance of giving back to UIU. This year’s theme, “The Power of Giving,” 
reminded guests the choice to make a difference in this world is always right at our very own fingertips.

As part of the October 7, 2022, President’s Fundraising Ball dinner program, a video was shared featuring 
two inspiring alumni stories and the Student Philanthropy Council. Scan the QR code below or visit 
uiu.edu/PresidentsBall to enjoy the 12-minute video! 

Student Philanthropy Council - Est. 2019
The Student Philanthropy Council (SPC) has successfully 
completed student-led projects, including enhancing the tutor 
and writing centers, creating a student food pantry and a sensory 
room, and providing equipment for the UIU radio station. 
SPC’s mission is to inspire a tradition of giving among students.

“As donors we have the ability to make change. Are there things here at UIU that I wish could be
better? Of course! And that’s why I joined SPC.”  - Jordan Zarate (far left) 

Watch “The
Power of Giving”
video and hear
more from our

video stars!

Glenda Underw�d-M�iani ’83
Her degree in biology, and the connection she forged with her science faculty 
at UIU, inspired her to make her first gift to UIU almost immediately following 
graduation. Naturally, her gift went to support science equipment, and her 
commitment to the sciences at UIU has continued ever since.
“Giving back to Upper Iowa is important to me. I want to see my college still 
standing for years and years to come.”

Art K�ack ’64
He made his first gift to UIU in 1987, earmarking it for the football team. 
After that first contribution, Art made dozens more to UIU before eventually 
starting a monthly contribution in 2011. Art hasn’t missed a month since, and 
continues his recurring monthly contribution to this day.
“I had four great years at Upper Iowa and I wanted to give something back.”   
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The Power of Giving We express our sincere gratitude to all FY22 Donor Club Members. This is an incredibly 
special year, as we celebrate the largest number of donors in the program’s eight-year 
history—520 members!

Please know, these are not just names on paper. Look deeper. Behind these names are 
compassionate individuals, families and businesses (big and small) that genuinely care 
about Upper Iowa University. They want to see UIU remain strong and soar to new 
heights. No matter what their personal budgets look like, they have made it a priority to 
include the University in their charitable giving.

On the next few pages, we proudly recognize each member in this Donor Report, and 
we provide perks throughout the year to show our thanks.

To learn more about the UIU Donor Club program, view current FY23 members, or 
become a member, visit uiu.edu/DonorClubs. 

FY22: Soaring to New Heights

FY 2020 (435 members)
FY 2021 (480 members)
FY 2022 (520 members)
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For 36 consecutive years, Ed has generously supported 
Upper Iowa University. He is especially passionate about
student-led initiatives. Not only was he instrumental in 
launching the Peacock Pantry, but he continues to support 
and inspire the UIU Student Philanthropy Council in
countless ways. Ed Smith '60

Naperville, Illinois

Member Spotlight

167

195

167

D
O

N
O

R
Club

Th  Bridge — Winter 2023  27



Alexander  CLUB ($10,000+)
William & Betty Andres Foundation
Christine & Richard Andres
Darrel & Gladys Arthur*
Kendall & Sonia Baker
Clare Baker-Dukett & Pete Dukett
William “Foster” Cass
City of Fayette
Bill & Deanna Cook
Bill & Sharon Duffy
Kenneth & Sharon Erickson

Glenn George
Steve & Diane* Harms
Iowa College Foundation
Edward Jesle
Scott & Bobbi Lebin
Roger & Alice Mangan
LaVerne McCoy
Kent & Lois McElvania
National Science Foundation
Dr. James Parker

Marshall Richards
J. Paul* & Sharroll Richards
H. James & Joanne Rogan*
Jeff & Jill Scott
Edward Smith
Office of Environmental
  Protection Agency
Office of Justice Programs
Pamela Whitmore & Fred Koch

Limestone  CLUB ($5,000-$9,999)
All Temp Refrigeration
Allan & Kristin Bevans
Matthew & Billie Cowley
May & Dale Davig
Darwin Dean
William Dohrmann
Curtis & Annette Gunter
Glen Kellerhals

Mary Lietz*
Scott & Jan Linge
MARCO Inc.
Dennis & Marlene Murdock
John & Sharon Orr
Jim & Ronda Parsons
Paskill Stapleton & Lord
Ron & Mary Ann Stevens

Tanner Thompson
Lowell & Phyllis Tiedt
Resource Enhancement
   and Protection (REAP)
Glenda Underwood-Mariani
Andrew & Elissa Wenthe

1857 CLUB ($2,500-$4,999)
Dr. Charles & Janet Andres
Apogee Telecom Inc.
Aramark
Baker Tilly Virchow Krause LLP
Robert & Nancy Betz
Doug Binsfeld & Neil Tenvoorde
Red & Nina Brickman
Richard & Donna Butikofer
Peter & Laura Clemens

Dr. Barbara & Donald Ehlers
Armon & Beth Haagen
Kelly Heth
Knapp Properties LC
William C. Knapp
  Charitable Foundation
Kip & Eileen Knight
Matt & Cynthia Mickelson
Michael & Sandra Prochaska

David & Connie Sanger
Amy & John Schiek
   Schiek’s Sports, Inc.
Dan & Shelli Smoldt
Theodore & Karen Steege
David & Jeanie Vaudt
Don & Mary Wendland
Robert & Margaret Williams

True Blue  CLUB ($1,000-$2,499)
Merlyn Albaugh
American Legion of Iowa Foundation
Brian & Jackie Anseeuw
Gregory & Robin Atkins
Kevin Baumler
Jason & Maggie Berggren

Scott & Barbara Best
Donald & Pat Brattebo
John & Claire Brophy
Dennis & Judy Brumm
Sheila & Greg Bryan
Mark & Joni Burling

Adam Burling
Jeffrey & Annette Butikofer
Keith & Marlene Chambers
Ken & Patricia Charlton
Mary & Shri Cheddie
Joshua & Veronica Cheek

FY22 DONOR Club Members
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FY22 DONOR Club Members

Peacock Patron CLUB ($500-$999)
Tyler & Carmen Adams
Ronald & Juliann Ahrens
Stephen Arneson
Alan & Margherita Atwell
Stephanie & Brian Beesecker
  Stephanie A. Beesecker, DDS PC
Chad & Laura Bernard
Jeanne Blaes
Martha Brock
Dwain & Kate Burkholder
Community Foundation Greater
  Des Moines
Lynda & Robert Cox
Eli Crogan
Joyce Dahlquist
Michael & Denise Duffy
Gregg & Judy Eschweiler
John O. Falb
Fayette County Extension
Jeremy & Tara Feldmann
Betty & Art Fudge
Jerry & Barbara Gazaway
Carolyn & Brian Gildea
Jon & Sharilyn Grushkin
Louis & Darlene Halverson
Richard & Georgieanna* Harris
Jennifer & Blair Harris
Jann Henkes
Jason & Teresa Higgins
Jake & Marla Jacobson
Larry & Janice Kaberle

Richard Kasza
Carol Katsumes
Joe Keith
Andrea Kenney
Mike & Tracy Kerns
Kerns Company Inc.
John & Connie Kinley
Arthur & Kristin Kirkpatrick
Rick & Jane Knipper
Joseph Koppenhaver
Christopher & Tiffany Kragnes
   Kragnes & Associates, PC
Marty Kraus
Gina & Brent Kuker
Dr. Darrel Lang
Joyce & Jerry Lang
Angie & Russell Laures
Sally Ludwig
Gary & Janet Lundsberg
Mark & Lou Anne Malak
David & Brooke Manion
Kata McCarville & Gale Bishop
Jim McGorry
Don & Pauline McGuire
Victor & Shari Miller
Mike Moeller
Theresa & Dave Moritz
Larry & Maggie Mulholland
Patricia Jo Murphy
Bill & Louise Murray
Steve Newman

David & Karrie Niedert
Ed & April Paskey
Richard Patrick
Alexander Perwich
Tom & Kathy Petsche
Kim & Susan Pleggenkuhle
Jesse Pleggenkuhle
Robert Pranger
Jesse & Bethany Rawley
Kirk & Jane Rentschler
Raymond Reth
Judith Ricketts
Bill & Mary Roths
Michael & Teri Salmons
Andrew & Jennifer Sawyer
Jim* & Martha Schaer
Nick Serra
Erik & Stephanie Sorensen
Kevin & Jackie Stahle
Daryl & Debra Steen
Nan Stubbs
Paul & Connie Swanson
Mike & Carol Tessmer
George Torres
Robert Vraney
Jeri & Debbie Watson
Tom & Mary Webber
Wells Fargo Foundation
Wendell & Marcia Whitcher
Tim & Holly Wolff
Max & Rhonda Zarr

Bob Church
Celestine Clark
Reid & Debra Corson
Thomas & Carol Crandall
Nathaniel Curran
Chas Daker
Christine & Rich DeLong
Josem & Brittany Diaz
Janet & Warren Dunkel
Stuart & Roberta Dunkel
Neil & Malinda Evans
John & Dianne Eveland
John R. Falb
John & Jacqueline Foss
Kathy & Chuck Franken
Fredrikson & Byron P.A.
Jack & Sue Frey
Timothy Frey
Julie & Martin Games
Drs. Thomas Hallisey
  & Melanie Tumino*
East Loop Chiropractic Clinic Inc.

Donna Hartman
Don & Deborah Haven
Rick & Rachelle Heller
Todd Hermansen
Joan Hiller
Alan & Melinda Huisinga
Robert Jacob
Brian & Gretchen Jones
Angie & TJ Joseph
Bob & Joy King
Max & Beth Kirk
Art Kossack
Karon Lacey
Ron & Mary Maxson
Svetlana McCurry
Ken & Paula McKenna
Kay & Michael Meaney
Ronald & Deborah Michael
Faye Moore*
Gail Moorman Behrens
Dean & Janet Nihart
Mark & Karla Peiffer

Frederick & Cynthia Perry
Becky Read
Stephen & Marianne Regan
Ricoh USA Inc.
Scott & Christa Ryg
Mike & Susan Sciutto
Louise Scott
Al & Jan Seabrooke
Larry & Tracey Seals
Brian & Traci Sims
Al Smeal
Joe Smith
Matthew Snitkey
Michael & Carolyn Suggett
Kenneth & Donna Tedford
USI Insurance Services NW
Tim & Lisa Van Wyk
Mark & Donna Weepie
Neil & Heidi Wilkinson
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Contributors CLUB ($250-$499)
John & Shelly Adams
Mary Adams
Martha Adams
Floyd E. Alber*
Sodie & Bev Alderson
Rick & Mary Allyn
Diane & Andrew Anderson
Arlington Heating & Cooling
Graeme & Jenene Armstrong
Thomas & Maria Ball
Erin Barrett
Dave & Trina Bell
Ronald & Sue Bergfeld
Lisa & Joe Blalock
Marvin & Irma Boehme
Larry & Dianne Borst
Timothy Brennan
Paul & Cindy Brown
Thomas & Lynn Bruess
Sidney Bunger
Lowell & Suzanne Bunger
Jim & Vickie Bushkofsky
Rachel Carhartschwartzer
Brian & Linda Carlson
David & DeAnn Carpenter
Rachel & Jon Caspers
Larry & Leslie Collins
Danielle & Seth Cushion
Mark & Sarri Danker
Ricky & Mia Davis
NiCole & Kurt Dennler
Scott & Angela Destival
Millie Devine
John & Diane Dockendorf
Patrick Duffy
Ronald & Rosemarie Edwards
Larry & Carolyn Erenberger
Betty & Dennis Erhardt
John & Marjorie Finley
Bob & Betty Firth
Howard & Deborah Fischer
Robert & Sandra Fox
Tony & Faye French
Thomas Gray
Kari & Eric Gunderson
Kevin & Amy Gyldenvand
John & Julie Hallquist
Kay Hamilton
Jim & Louan Handke
Rachel & Brian Hanson

Paul & Jane Hart
Rick & Jill Hartzell
Holly & Gary Heckendorf
Dennis Helms
Nicole Henry
William & Debra Hiller
Sammy Hilt
Lowell Hoeft
Brigid & Will Irons
Rick & Jennifer Jessie
Danny John & Joyce Barker
Sidney & Susan Kirkland
David Kolbe
Ken & Mary Helen Krofta
Nels & Jo Anne Krogh
Kim & Lawrence Kudej
Nikki & Joshuwa Kuhn
Joel Kunze
Erin & Mike Lacey
Tom Lake
Rich & Joan Lawrence
Daniel & Angie Leete
John Lundgren
Cory & Brenda Luzum
Don, Jayne & Robert Lyons
Valorie MacGregor
Erin Marilley
Donn & Pauline Marvin
Matrix Title Company
BNC Services
Jim & Marilyn McNamee
Dave & Linda Mitchell
James Moritz
Del & Yvonne Neel
William* & Kathleen Niedert
Northeast Security Bank -
  Sumner
Mitch & Jill Norton
Adam & Dawn Novak
Thomas & Betty Novak
Brian Oldenburger
Darrel Oldenburger
Laurie & Rick Parker
Roger Patton
Kenneth & Shirley Peckosh
Paul Pedersen
Brett & Athena Petersen
Roger & Susan Pigg
Vince Popolizio
Ella & Arthur Powell

Anne & Douglas Puffett
Darla & Jeff Ramer
Rivals, Inc. Custom Gear
Mark Roth
Charles & Heidi Salva
Tom & Barb Sauser
Ann & TJ Schaffer
Keith & Debby Scholle
Lee Roy & Cheryl Schramm
Mike & Heather Schrock
Anthony & Janet Schultz
Daryl & Dolly Schultz
Scott Pharmacy
David & Andrea Scott
Patrick & Regina Scott
Merlin & Lynne Sebastian
Brian Sekafetz
Paul Skrade
Allan Smalley
Jim & Melinda Smoldt
Eric & Jill Spengler
Jon Squier
Linda Staker
Melle Starsen
Jeffrey & Janis Stavnes
John & Mary Stavnes
Jon & Sarah Stellmacher
Maryann & Kenneth Taitano
Laurie & Mike Tallman
Carrie & Jay Taylor
Ann Testolin
Howard & Jennifer Thompson
Kimberly & Leslie Tilly
Troy Trynowski
Amy Tucker
Jeffrey & Penny Varisco
Thomas & Pamela Vega
Peggy & Tyler Wagner
Wayne & Cheryl Wenthe
Todd & Kathy Wenthold
Terry & Judy Weter
Wade Whitcher
Larry & Evelyn Wiebke
Jared & Bobby Willms
Al & Linda Wilson
Brock & Rebecca Wissmiller
Steven Wulfekuhle
Jim & Kay Yanecek
Joseph & Deborah Yuska
Aqim Zainal
Jason & Teresa Zilk

*Indicates deceased. Giving totals include outright gifts, 
in-kind gifts and pledge payments (not pledge 

commitments) made from July 1, 2021, to June 30, 2022.
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UIU Alumni
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Floyd E. Alber *
Dr. Marcia K. Anderson
Wayne & Nancy Anderson*
William & Betty Andres*
Stephen Arneson
Darrel & Gladys Arthur*
Bob & Sharon Ash
Carleton & Genevieve Baker*
Ruth Baker*
Ronald William Bergfeld
Shannon Blackburn-Hawkins
Roberta Brannon*
Donald & Pat Brattebo
Jodi & Jason Bonnett
Robert & Kathryn Burr
Orville & Fran Bunting*
Cassie Bye
Paula Cameron
Bruce Campbell*
Phyllis Carpenter
William “Foster” Cass
Matthew Chapman
Marvin Chevalier*
Lawson & Janet Coapstick
James Collins
Vicki & Ronald Collum
Lori Crass
Barbara Csomay*
Darwin Dean

Jon Deigert & Nancy Osgood
Leota Didier*
Dennis & Judy Dumermuth
Allan & Rosalinda Ekstrom
Dante Elmer
Maureen Enders
Kenneth & Sharon Erickson
John & Dianne Eveland
Robert Fox*
Raymond “Jack” Gager*
Bess Greenley*
Jessica Gonzalez-Gallardo
LaVonne Gutches*
Chrystol & Oliver Hansen*
Margaret Hanson*
Richard & Georgieanna* Harris
Jacquelinn Hawkins*
Bernard & Susan Hay
Michelle Marie Hayes
Steve & Jennifer Heeren
Jann Henkes
Louise Herring*
Craig Jackson
Betty Jensen*
Nicole Johnson
Lawrence Kancius*
Mary & Donald Kimball*
Rupert & Margaret Kneef
Carlton & Maxine Knight*

Kip & Eileen Knight
Anthony Koran
Rudolph* & Marty Kraus
Michelle & Bob Lane
Stan Lee*
Jo Love
Roger & Alice Mangan
William Maurer
Becky Maxson*
LaVerne McCoy
Douglas & Tamara
 McReynolds
William Merkle*
Michael E. Miklus
Torrie Moffett
Albert Montgomery
Warren Morgan*
William Murray
William* & Sandra Naylor
Timothy “Muggsy” Nevelle*
Lilian & Sol Oestreicher*
James Olsen*
Joseph & Judith Peluso
Frederick & Cynthia Perry
Lorna & Lyle Peterson
Taras “Terry” & Sandra
 Powroznyk
James & Vicky Rarick
Brent & Pamela Richter

Nicole Riha
John Rippe*
Lucile Roberts*
H. James Rogan*
Elizabeth “Betty” Ryan*
Steven Sales
Michael & Teri Salmons
David Schlotterback
Mike & Heather Schrock
Louise Scott
Dale & Susan Sevig
Joshua & Andrea Schnell
Serge & Paula Sisler
Brian Smith
Edward Smith
Pamela Spear
Robert & Marie Steinburg
Karen Stinson
Leora & Merle Sullivan*
Anita Swanson
Vicki Terpening
Tanner Thompson
Stephanie & Harold
 Waterman
Wayne Whitney
Kurt & Jennifer Wood

* Indicates deceased

Heritage Society
The Heritage Society was created to recognize and honor those 
who have included Upper Iowa University in their estate plans 
or have made some other type of planned gift commitment.

It is our pleasure to thank and recognize our members. These 
individuals are forward-thinkers and have the best interest of 
Upper Iowa’s future in mind.

Estate planning is an important task for everyone to complete. 
And UIU has a convenient (and free) resource that all alumni 
may utilize.

FreeWill is an online will-writing tool that allows anyone to 
produce a legally binding will in about 20 minutes. So far, over 
160 alumni have taken advantage of this beneficial opportunity.

Users have the option to include a gift commitment to the 
University; those who do may remain anonymous or can 
become members of the UIU Heritage Society.

To learn more, visit uiu.edu/HeritageSociety. Questions may 
also be directed to Andrew Wenthe, vice president for external 
affairs, at wenthea@uiu.edu or 563-425-5348. 

We are delighted to welcome the Evelands as our newest
Heritage Society members. John earned his business
administration degree in 1963 and has fond memories 
of his time at Fayette Campus. An entrepreneur at heart, 
John went on to own and operate multiple businesses, 
including the National Cigar Store, which has been in his 
family since 1911. 

Not only are John and Dianne both talented professionals, 
but even more so—they genuinely care about others and
are incredibly community-minded. UIU deeply appreciates
the Evelands’ estate commitment to Upper Iowa.

Floyd E. Alber * Alber * Alber Jon Deigert & Nancy Osgood Nancy Osgood Nancy

Heritage Society Members

Dr. Duffy, Dianne Eveland, Sharon Duffy and John Eveland '63

Member Spotlight
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Upper Iowa University took part in Giving Tuesday on November 29, 2022, 
and all November long leading up to this exciting event! This holiday is 
celebrated worldwide to encourage a movement of sheer generosity. A 
big “THANKS” is in order to over 70 donors and sponsors who stepped up 
to show their support of Giving Tuesday projects featured by the Student 
Philanthropy Council (SPC). In total, the project raised nearly $15,000. 

Together, SPC leaders, project coordinators, and the Alumni Office 
identified student needs, raised awareness, and generated excitement for 
three student-led fundraising projects. Thanks to donors, SPC will be diving 
into projects and making things happen for Student Life, Athletics, and the 
campus community. 

New outdoor seating on the Fayette Campus will be installed, the 
LGBTQ+ Resource Center will be established, and the stadium locker room 
renovation project is halfway to its goal. The excitement and sense of 
Peacock pride generated by Giving Tuesday would not be possible without 
the loyal support of our donors and sponsors—view all at 
uiu.edu/GivingTuesday.

The SPC hopes to bring to life projects that are meaningful to current 
students and also inspire a tradition of giving among students. This group is 
composed of nine student volunteers: Abbie Brainard, Marlie Delever, Ally 
Franke, Israel Hernandez, Nevaeh James, Katrina Kazluski, Reese Schuler, 
Belle Wagner and Jordan Zarate.

To learn more about SPC or show your support of this student organization 
at any time, visit uiu.edu/SPC.

Student Philanthropy Council 

As an international student at UIU, speaking 
with alumni has allowed me to learn more 
about the school than I could have ever wished 

for. I have talked to a lot of very kind and awesome 
alumni and they helped me realize how amazing it is 
to be a part of the Peacock family and to be getting 
my education from Upper Iowa University. I am 
grateful for all the fun stories and memories about 
the school and their own lives and experiences they 
shared with me.”

- Alet Juckers 
UIU Student & Engagement Crew Member

Hoogarkspel, Netherlands

UIU Engagement Crew

SPC leaders include (front l-r) Marlie Delever and Abbie 
Brainard; (back) Jordan Zarate and Katrina Kazluski.
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Andres Business Scholarship
Established by Betty R. Andres ’46 in 2006

Andres Education Scholarship
Established by Betty R. Andres ’46 in 2006

Babcock Scholarship E s t a b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  
Estate of Mary E. Babcock in 1972 

Belknap Baker Family Scholarship
Established by Genevieve (Belknap) Baker ’36 
in 2006

Dr. G.C. Baker Memorial Scholarship 
in Science Established by Mrs. Thelma 
Tidgewell Baker Rick in 1959 

William F. Baker Science Memorial
Established by the Baker family in 1953 
in honor of William F. Baker, class of 1893

Beecher Beal and Bertha Beal Roberts/
Thomas R. Roberts Student Scholarship
Established by Dr. Mary Margaret Roberts, 
Col. Lucile M. Roberts and Mrs. Ruth E. Roberts 
in 2009 

Charles G. Bell Scholarship in Art
Established by Charles Bell ’67 in 1993 

Joe & Janet (Olson) Brady Scholarship
Established by Joe and Janet ’42 (Olson) 
Brady in 1999 

Ivadell Brause Memorial Endowed Scholarship 
in Education Established by the Brause family in 
1990 in honor of Ivadell Brause ’21

Jacob D. Burling Memorial Scholarship
Established in memory of Jacob Burling in 2017

Bruce I. Campbell Endowed Scholarship 
Established by the Campbell family in 2006 in 
honor of Bruce I. Campbell ’69

Foster Cass Foundation Student Scholarship
Established by Foster Cass ’41 in 2009

Caudle-Holmes Scholarship E s t a b l i s h e d  b y  
Verda (Caudle) Holmes ’34 in 1992 

Lew Churbuck Scholarship 
Established by Lewis Churbuck ’67 in 2007

Clark/Bowen Endowed Scholarship 
Established by UIU in honor of Dr. Charles B. 
Clark ’88 (HON.) and Roger Bowen ’55 

The John and Reta Coleman Achievement in 
Science Award  Established by Dr. Richard W. 
Coleman in 1997

Beulah Combs Thompson Scholarship
Established by the family of Beulah Combs 
Thompson ’13 in 1972 

William R. Cook Scholarship
Established by William R. Cook ’65 in 1990

Ron Crooker Facilities Endowed Scholarship 
Established by Betty Andres ’46 and her family 
in 2014 in honor of Ron Crooker ’02

Csomay Endowed Scholarship
Established by Barbara R. Csomay ’46 in 2009

Blanche Cole Gloss Memorial Scholarship
Established by Blanche Cole Gloss ’23 in 1987 

May (Cliff) Davig Endowed Scholarship
Established by May (Cliff) ’95 & Dale Davig 
in 2019

John William Dickman Endowed Scholarship
Established through anonymous donations in 
1993 in honor of John W. Dickman

Dr. J. M. and Zinita Dickman Murphy 
Scholarship Established through the estate of 
Zinita Dickman Murphy, class of 1918, in 1996

The John William Dickman Prize E s t a b l i s h e d  
by Mrs. Adella Maltbie Dickman in 1939 

Lucille Dickman Scholarship
Established by the Trust of Milo Maltbie class of 
1892 in 1995 in honor of Lucille Dickman ’22 

Leota Didier Scholarship 
Established by Leota A. Didier ’43 in 2018 

Eischeid Athletic Scholarship
Established in honor of Everett “Eb” Eischeid ’38

Kenneth J. and Sharon L. (Reisch) Erickson 
Scholarship Fund Established by Kenneth ’83 
and Sharon (Reisch) Erickson in 2019

Drs. Eugene E. and Mildred Everts 
Garbee Award Established through memorial 
gifts in 1968

The Excellence in Education Scholarship
Established by faculty, staff and friends of 
Upper Iowa University in 2007

Extended University Scholarship
Established in 2010 by UIU

Faculty Appreciation Endowed Scholarship
Established in 1993 by Dr. Richard Tesoriero ’77, 
Dr. Donald Foley ’76 and Dr. Kurt Wood ’76

Thomas Parker Goebel and Helen Goebel 
Scholarship Established by Thomas Parker 
Goebel ’45 and Helen Goebel in 1993 

The Dr. Austin J. Goldsmith Book Scholarship
Established by Dr. Austin Goldsmith ’99 in 2005 

William F. and LaVonne I. Gutches 
Student Scholarship Established through an 
estate gift by LaVonne I. Gutches in 2009 in 
honor of William F. Gutches ’29 

Linda Haines Endowed Scholarship
Established in memory of Linda Haines in 2012 

The Forrest G. & Margaret L. Moore Endowed 
Scholarship Established in memory of Margaret 
(Hall) Moore ’40 in 1996

Dr. Louise P. Herring Scholarship
Established by Dr. Louise Herring in 1984

The Herz Scholarship Fund E s t a b l i s h e d  b y  
Mr. and Mrs. Nathanial Herz in 1930

Irene Humphry Anderson Scholarship 
in English Established by Irene Humphry 
Anderson ’34 in 1992

Mrs. Ina Johnson Memorial Scholarship
Established by the Johnson family in 1978

Ralph Kauten Endowed Scholarship
Established by Ralph Kauten ’69 in 2012

Paul “Spike” & Merriam Kelly Scholarship
Established by friends of Paul “Spike” ’24 
and Merriam Kelly ’24 in 1987

The Brooke Kerns Endowed Scholarship
Established by the Kerns family in 2006

Killbreath-Timmerman Football
Endowed Scholarship E s t a b l i s h e d  b y  
Larry Mulholland ’73 to honor Jim Killbreath 
and Dick Timmerman

Mary Kimball Scholarship E s t a b l i s h e d  b y  
the Kimball family in 2006 in honor of 
Mary Kimball ’56

Carlton W. Knight and Maxine B. Knight 
Endowed Scholarship E s t a b l i s h e d  b y  
Dr. Kip ’62 and Eileen Knight in 2004 in 
honor of Carlton W. and Maxine Knight

Joyce A. Lang Teacher Education Scholarship
Established by Gerald Lang in 2019 in tribute 
to his wife, Joyce (Ries) Lang ’66

Scott & Bobbi Lebin Endowed Scholarship 
Established by Scott ’64 and Bobbi ’65 Lebin 
in 2012

Irma K. Ledgerwood Endowed Scholarship
Established in memory of Irma K. Ledgerwood, 
class of 1922, in 1997

McCoy Endowed Scholarship in Honor of 
Martha Weatherspoon Established by LaVerne 
McCoy ’98 and family in 2016

Mike McCready Scholarship 
Established to honor Mike McCready in 2000

Don & Pauline McGuire Endowed Scholarship 
Established by Don ’63 and Pauline McGuire 
in 2016

Dr. Gary McVicker Scholarship E s t a b l i s h e d  b y  
Dr. Catherine McVicker in 2010 in honor of 
Gary McVicker ’63

The Forrest G. & Margaret L. Moore Endowed 

ensure the futureensure the futureensure the future
ENDOWED Schol�ships
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Joe Menges Scholarship in Business 
Administration Established by Joe Menges 
Trust in 1959

Military Family Fund Scholarship Established to 
honor U.S. military personnel in 2014

Martha M. Moeller Scholarship
Established by the Henry George Mackintosh 
Foundation in 2014

Helen J. Monserud Scholarship in Sociology
Established to honor Helen J. Monserud in 1977

Charles Morgan Scholarship
Established by the Morgan family in 1988 in 
honor of Charles Morgan ’42

Warren W. Morgan Scholarship for Business 
Majors Established by Warren W. Morgan ’38 
in 2006

Dennis and Marlene Murdock Adult Learner 
Scholarship Established by Dennis ’68 and 
Marlene Murdock in 2017

Dennis and Marlene Murdock Leadership 
Scholarship Established by Dennis ’68 and 
Marlene Murdock in 2017

Northeast Iowa Charitable Foundation 
Scholarship Established by the Northeast Iowa 
Charitable Foundation in 1997 

The James H. Olsen Biology Scholarship
Established to honor James Herman Olsen ’52  
in 2017

The Mrs. Richard Otley Improvement Award 
Established in 1963 

Pande Scholarship Established by Mr. and Mrs. 
Lawrence Pande Jr. in 1990

Dr. J.D. Parker and Nellie K. Parker Scholarship
Established by Mrs. Eleanor Parker Fox ’26 and 
Dr. Robert L. Fox ’28 in 1968

Edward L. Paine and Gertrude Pease Paine 
Scholarship Established by the family of 
Gertrude Pease Paine ’35 and Edward L. Paine 
’32 in 1996

The Paul and Margaret Pickett Scholarship
Established by Paul and Margaret Pickett ’57 
in 1997

Lloyd Pleggenkuhle Memorial Scholarship 
Established in memory of Lloyd Pleggenkuhle 
’36 in 1990

William “Bill” Prochaska Endowed Scholarship 
Established by William “Bill” ’63 and Janet 
Prochaska in 2014

J. Paul and Sharroll Richards Endowed 
Scholarship Established by J. Paul ’56 and 
Sharroll Richards in 2014

John Rippe Scholarship Established in memory 
of John Rippe ’28 in 2000

Michael David Selgelid Memorial Scholarship
Established by the Selgelid family in 1989

Margaret Share Kerfoot Scholarship 
Established by Harold Kerfoot, ’24, in 1960 
in honor of Margaret Share Kerfoot

Sodexo Campus Services Scholarship
Established by Sodexo Campus Services 
in 1999

Stivers Leadership Scholarship Established by 
Louise (Stivers) Scott in 2003

The Upper Iowa University Grace Meyer 
Scholarship Established to honor Grace Meyer 
’72 in 1992 

The Pam Whitmore Endowed Scholarship for 
Excellence in Student Teaching Established by 
Pam Whitmore ’65 and Fred Koch in 2006

The William G. Wilcox Memorial Scholarship
Established by former Registrar Lois Wilcox in 
1987, endowed in 2017

The Hoyt R. & Winifred Appelman Young 
Scholarship Fund Established through the 
Estate of Winifred A. Young in 1993

Zecha-McCauley Scholarship Established 
by Gerald McCauley ’61 and Dr. Allen Zecha 
in 2003

Endowed Scholarships continued
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Diane Kinkead-Harms Cheer Endowment
George Richards Football Endowment
Csomay Honors Program Endowment
Reunion Class Endowment Fund
John & Honorine Falb Family Endowment
Maltbie-McCosh-Delano Professorship Fund
Maude Wimber Baker Science Fund
Carrie Drewry Miller Endowment Fund
Kenneth Hofmaster Endowment Fund
Doc Dorman Foundation Fund

Stan Lee Fund
Robert L. Fox Endowed Chair in Science

Heddleson Education Endowment
Firth School of Business Dean’s Fund

Churbuck School of Science &
Mathematics Dean’s Fund

Betty’s Team Fund (Andres School of Education)
Liberal Arts Dean’s Fund

Cabby Dean’s Fund (Student Life)
Emergency Student Aid Endowment Fund

Long history propels
continued support
to UIU from Belknap
Baker family
Gratitude given is often as sweet as gratitude received, 
something the Belknap Baker family has demonstrated time 
and time again in displaying dedication and support to 
Upper Iowa University.

Genevieve (Belknap) Baker ’36 may have been uncertain 
what her future held as a young woman growing up in 
Pennsylvania in the 1930s. But a family legacy combined 
with the generosity of others soon charted a course that 
many in her family had followed before, leading Genevieve directly to Fayette, Iowa’s UIU campus.

Like her father and mother, three uncles and an aunt before her, Genevieve proudly joined the family in 
earning a degree from UIU. Helpful toward this opportunity was a full scholarship provided to Genevieve by 
the widow of former UIU President John Dickman. 

The scholarship offer provided enough motivation to spur Genevieve to move from Pennsylvania to Iowa. 
Genevieve would meet her future husband, Carleton Porter Baker ’34, at UIU, and they remained married for 
64 years until Carleton’s death in 2002. Both degrees paid off for the young couple, as Genevieve became a 
teacher and Carleton owned and operated the Winneshiek County Title and Abstract Company. 

Genevieve never forgot the kindness and generosity that prompted her to earn her degree at UIU and 
subsequently change her life in many ways. Genevieve stepped up when called to serve as a member of 
UIU’s Board of Trustees from 1952-1966. She was also determined to help make education attainable for 
generations of Peacocks, establishing an endowed scholarship in 2006 with a gift of over $30,000.

The Belknap Baker Family Scholarship was established in 2006 to honor the 15 members of the family 
who graduated from UIU between the years of 1865-1991. Since its creation, 24 students have received a 
scholarship that has helped to lessen the expense of their degree.

Genevieve’s final years were spent in retirement at The Forum in Tucson, Arizona, with loving care from 
wonderful people and frequent visits from family and friends. President William Duffy and his wife, Sharon, 
visited Genevieve often when their travel took them to Arizona. Genevieve died on April 4, 2020, at the 
remarkable age of 104, and was laid to rest at the Baker family plot in Phelps Cemetery in Decorah, Iowa.

Carleton and Genevieve’s children, Kendall (Seattle, Washington) and Clare Baker-Dukett (Tucson, Arizona), 
have remained connected and committed to UIU as well. Clare, who attended UIU in the 1960s, and Kendall 
decided to honor their family’s Peacock legacy with a gift of $100,000 to UIU in 2022, in remembrance of 
their mother. 
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Schol�ships

These funds are invested as part of UIU’s endowment. Earnings are distributed to support a wide variety of programs and activities.

Endowed  Programs

Genevieve (Belknap) Baker 3
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Alpha Nu Omega/Phi Beta Delta
Alumni Association Scholarships
Established by Alpha Nu Omega 
fraternity and Phi Beta Delta 
sorority alumni in 1995

American Legion of Iowa
Foundation Scholarship
Established in 2010

Susan Angeline Collins Memorial
Scholarship Established by Dr. 
Charles Nick Serra in 2002

Crandall Family Scholarship
Established by Tom ’69 and Carol 
(Meyer) ’89 Crandall 
in 2019

The Stuart & Roberta Dunkel
Annual Scholarship Established 
by Stuart ’64 and Roberta Dunkel 
in 2011

The Excellence in Mathematics 
Scholarship (Formerly the 
Raymond Deming Scholarship) 
Established in honor of long-
serving mathematics faculty

Environmental Leadership
Scholarship Established by 
Dr. Katherine McCarville in 2015

Fayette County Master Gardeners 
Scholarship Established by the 
Master Gardeners of Fayette County 
in 2022

Florida Alumni Chapter
Scholarship Established in 2017

John Kinley Emergency and
Disaster Management Scholarship
Established by Billy “John” Kinley 
’14, ’16 in 2019

Ruth Manuta Memorial
Scholarship Established by David 
Manuta in 1994 in honor of Ruth 
Manuta ’87

LaVerne McCoy Scholarship
Established by LaVerne 
McCoy ’98 in 2013

Emma Meiners-Emerson/Alice
Emerson-Hart Scholarship for
Excellence in Teaching Elementary
Education Established by Alice 
(Emerson) Hart ’65 in 2016

Emma Meiners-Emerson/Alice
Emerson-Hart Scholarship for
Excellence in Teaching English
Established by Alice (Emerson) 
Hart ’65 in 2016

Matt & Cindy Mickelson Annual 
Education Scholarship
Established by Matt ’86 and 
Cindy Mickelson in 2019

The Perry Scholarship for
Excellence in Teaching
Established in 2016

Dr. Larry Seals Scholarship
Established by Dr. Larry 
Seals ’86 in 2011

Stevens Family Scholarship
Established by Ronald ’70and 
Mary Ann (Jacob) ’69 Stevens 
in 2017

Tri-State Alumni Chapter
Scholarship Established in 
2017 by chapter leaders

Waterloo Center Scholarship in
Teacher Education Established by 
Katherine Meaney in 2022

ANNUAL Schol�ships

To learn more about creating a scholarship, contact Andrew Wenthe, vice president 
for external affairs, at wenthea@uiu.edu or 563-425-5348.
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ANNUAL Schol�ships During fiscal year 2022, 153 employees contributed more than $53,000 in support of University 
projects, programs and funds.

As members of the UIU community, employees have a shared mission to support students and 
strengthen the University. The dedication, time, and talent of our faculty and staff are always valued 
and appreciated. We are especially thankful for those who choose to pay it forward and give back to the 
University.

The Faculty & Staff Giving (FSG) initiative not only recognizes individuals for their generosity but also 
provides perks to thank them and encourage others to give back as well.

Supporters enjoyed a Happy Hour Social and “Donuts for Donors” as part of Giving Day on February 
11, 2022; FSG Appreciation Week held April 18-22, 2022; FSG Celebration at Heaven Boutique Winery 
held June 24, 2022, digital coupon code to the Campus Store; and they were presented with a gift of 
appreciation at the conclusion of the fiscal year.

“One message we try to convey to all is—no matter the size of their gift, their support, when combined 
with other fellow employees, is making a tremendous difference,” said Packy Bowling, UIU fund 
coordinator.

The FSG program will help further develop a culture of giving among employees and hopefully instill 
within students an inspiration to give back someday as well.

To learn more and view a list of current faculty and staff donors, visit uiu.edu/FSG. 

Growing the FSG Program

Use a credit card and schedule recurring gifts at uiu.edu/Give. 
Select your frequency option using the drop-down list.

Two Easy Ways to Schedule Recu�ing Gifts! 

Set up a monthly electronic funds transfer (EFT) using a checking 
or savings account. Visit uiu.edu/Give to complete the University’s 
EFT Authorization Form. 

1)
2)
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Member Spotlight
Working closely with the University’s history, I 
have seen how vital individual donations can 

be. In the 1800s, gifts to the ‘Ladies Professorship 
Association’ paid the salary of a lady professor. 
In the 1960s, the ‘Buck-A-Month-Club’ was 
developed as an easy way to give back. It's my 
pleasure to continue the tradition of giving.”

Janette Garcia
UIU Archivist

UIU Fayette Campus

Pictured is Janette Garcia and Packy Bowling, 
UIU fund coordinator, who presented to students 
at the Peacock Experience event held on 
August 25, 2022.
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ALUMNI A�ociation

(Front, l-r) Sarah Swanson '20, Julie Games, Anne Puffett 
'19, and Brenda Luzum. (Middle) Andrew Wenthe '12, 
Nikki Kuhn, and Packy Bowling. (Back) Mark Danker, 
Daryl Grove, and Mike Schrock '99, '21. Not pictured: 
Sierra (Lichty) Rinken '16.
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The Alumni Association is proud to offer a Second 
Chance Commencement to any alumni who were 
unable to attend their own commencement ceremony— 
no matter the reason!

These respective “graduates” will be recognized 
alongside the Class of 2023 during UIU 
Commencement on May 6 at the 2 p.m. ceremony.

Registration is required by February 28 at 
uiu.edu/alumni-events. The cost is $50 and includes 
regalia and a diploma cover to keep.

Second Chance Commencement

"I've enjoyed the social 
aspects and comraderie of 
the UIU alumni team for
years. I'd like to see how I 
can assist the group with 
growing even more."

Bob
Kruger '77

“Thirty-seven years in human 
resources has helped me become 
a good organizer, facilitator, coach, 
mentor, and planner. I have always 
been an advocate for UIU and the 
unique experience that it can provide.”

“UIU has been real good to 
me and it is time to give back. 
I believe in what the school is 
doing to drive education and 
using the alumni to help the 
school be even more successful.”

Ronald
Bergfeld '77

Neal
Wallace '89, '18

- Welcome  New  Bo�d  Members! -

 '18
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2022 Second Chance Graduates (l-r): Virgil Coleman '01, Littlerock, Arkansas; 
Kathy (Kimball) Thomas '88, Fayette, Iowa; Angie (Kimball) Joseph '82, 
Williamsburg, Virginia; and Marcus Jones '20, Waterloo, Iowa.



Peacock alumni and friends of Upper Iowa University are invited
to all of our get-togethers. No matter the occasion, these are great 
opportunities to reconnect with fellow alums, reminisce about your 
UIU experience, meet new friends and most important, have fun! It 
would be our pleasure to see YOU at an upcoming event.

2023 ALUMNI CALENDAR OF EVENTS

UIU experience, meet new friends and most important, have fun! It 
would be our pleasure our pleasure our  to see YOU at an upcoming event.

January 22: Wrestling Alumni Day – Fayette, Iowa

January 27-28: Basketball Alumni Weekend – Fayette, Iowa

February 9: Giving Day (uiu.edu/GivingDay) –
online fundraiser

February 11: “Women’s Day” Dinner Program featuring 
Lyndsey Fennelly – Fayette, Iowa

February 23: Alumni & Board of Trustees Mixer – 
Des Moines, Iowa

March 10: Alumni Social in conjunction with 
NCAA DII National Wrestling 
Tournament – Cedar Rapids, Iowa  

March 24: Alumni Night at the Black Hawks – 
Waterloo, Iowa 

April 1: Honors & Awards Banquet – Fayette, Iowa

April 22: Wrestling Legends Dinner – Fayette, Iowa

April 25: Alumni Tailgate in conjunction with 
UIU vs. U of I Baseball – Iowa City, Iowa

May 5: New Alumni Graduate Reception – 
Fayette, Iowa 
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May 6: UIU Commencement – 
Fayette, Iowa 

June 9: Peacock Classic Golf Outing – 
Fayette, Iowa

June 15: Alumni Night at the Kernels – 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa

July 22-29: Team Peacock rides RAGBRAI – 
statewide, Iowa

August 10-20: UIU at Iowa State Fair – 
Des Moines, Iowa

October 9-15: UIU Homecoming Week – 
Fayette, Iowa 

For more details or to RSVP,
visit uiu.edu/alumni-events.

While on the site, be sure to submit an idea
for a venue, city or themed event we should consider.

Dates and locations are subject to change.



605 Washington St.
P.O. Box 1857

Fayette, IA 52142

We count on your help for the accuracy of our alumni records.
To submit an update to your name or address, please visit

uiu.edu/alumniupdate.

Visit us on
the web
today!

Join Team Peacock
for “One L of a Ride!”
The Register’s Annual Great 
Bicycle Ride Across Iowa (RAGBRAI) is 
the oldest, largest, and longest bicycle 
touring event in the world. 

Since 2005, our team has raised more 
than $1 million to support students 
and University projects. This year, 
Team Peacock will be making this 
historic trek across the state of Iowa 
July 22-29, 2023, in celebration of 
RAGBRAI’s 50th anniversary.  

Registration is now open, and we 
want YOU to join in on the fun! Visit 
uiu.edu/TeamPeacock or scan the QR 
code to view the team roster, become 
a sponsor, or sign up by the February 
28 deadline. 

Please direct questions 
to the Alumni Office at 
563-425-5388.
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