


Complete feature stories, UIU-related news items and sports updates 
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1. Log on to uiubridge.com via a computer 
(not on a smartphone). NOTE: Do not use 
"www" or The Bridge Online won’t be 
prompted.

2. Click on  “Follow” at bottom right, 
enter your email address and hit "sign 
me up." 

3. Problems? Try another browser or 
email ocm@uiu.edu. 

Sign up for The Bridge Online GET SOCIAL WITH UIU!
Like us on Facebook – facebook.com/uiualumni

Connect on LinkedIn – search Upper Iowa University Alumni Group

View photo albums on Flickr – uiu.edu/alumnievents

Follow us on Instagram at  instagram.com/upperiowa_alumni

Interact with us on Twitter – twitter.com/upperiowa

CONGRATULATIONS 
GRADUATES!
Commencement is without a 
doubt the highlight of every year. 
It’s a time when we celebrate 
incredible achievement, and hard 
work pays off as dreams become 
reality. I wish a lifetime of success 
to all of our graduates.  

William R. Duffy II, Ed.D., Ed.S.
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INSIDE HIGHLIGHTS

Front cover photo: Among the family and friends 
to help Rebecca Francis ’19 celebrate her graduation 
was one of the people who most inspired her success, 
daughter Bella Nichols-Francis.
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More information about these headline stories and others can be found at uiu.edu and/or uiubridge.com. Additional photos can be viewed at Flickr.com/upperiowauniversity.

NEWS BRIEFS

The newly elected 2019-20 Upper Iowa University Student Government Association officers 
include (l-r) Vice President Breyanna Hill of Oskaloosa, Iowa; Extended University Officer Daniel 
Lem of Pusat Bandar Puchong, Malaysia; President Kelsey Simpson of Amboy, Illinois; Treasurer 
Riley Braughton of Stanwood, Iowa; and Secretary Alyson Carroll of Oswego, Illinois. For complete 
story, visit Bridge Online at https://bit.ly/2JKGcjv.

The Upper Iowa University Recreation Center staff unveiled the newly installed multipurpose flooring to 
the entire UIU community in March 2019.

Alumni Steve ’73 and Diane ’73 (Kinkead) Harms of West Des Moines, Iowa, donated $750,000 to 
the improvement project that provides enhancements to the Rec Center. In addition to the Harms’ gift 
and over 150 other private donations, the University has secured a $30,000 contribution over three 
years from the City of Fayette and a $5,000 pledge from Fayette County. Phase II of the Rec Center 
renovations includes the installation of a new HVAC system.

The Rec Center was constructed in 2001 and includes a weight and fitness room, UIU’s wrestling 
facility, a group fitness room, an upper and lower three-lane track, ceiling-suspended batting cages, 
male and female locker rooms with showers, and basketball, volleyball, tennis and badminton courts. 
In addition to the communitywide impact, the new flooring and Rec Center enhancements will benefit 
both traditional students and student-athletes.  For complete story, visit Bridge Online at  
https://bit.ly/2MkaLP7.

Upper Iowa University senior Cory Mullins was named Outstanding Attorney for 
the Defense at the 2019 St. Paul Regional Mock Trial Tournament held at Hamline 
University in St. Paul, Minnesota, February 22-24. A financial management major 
from West Des Moines, Iowa, Mullins has competed with the UIU team since its 
inaugural season in the fall of 2018.

“It was a great honor to be recognized for all of the hard work put into this 
program,” Mullins said. “Everyone on our mock trial team has been preparing all year for this competition, 
and we really were going up against the best teams in the region, so I was very humbled by this award.”

Mullins joined the newly formed UIU mock trial team to make sure that he would want to pursue a law 
career after achieving his UIU degree. The experience has not only strengthened his decision, but also 
provided him some fundamental skills prior to starting law school.

In addition to Mullins, the 2019-20 UIU Mock Trial team included Alison Leuchtenmacher, a senior 
psychology/accounting major from Elgin, Iowa; Zion Stewart, a freshman criminal justice major from 
Waupaca, Wisconsin; Bronwyn Miller, a senior criminal justice/human services major from Dubuque, Iowa; 
Ashley Stitzer, a freshman English major from Kansas City, Missouri; Gabrielle Palomo, a freshman forensic 
science major from Homewood, Illinois; Breanna Ellis, a junior biology major from Oelwein, Iowa; Elizabeth 
Goddard, a sophomore communication studies major from Clermont, Iowa; and Jermaine Thompson, a 
freshman criminal justice major from Normal, Illinois.  For complete story, visit Bridge Online at  
https://bit.ly/2EFLKaH.

Mullins named Outstanding Attorney  
for the Defense at Mock Trial 

UIU students experience ‘Science  
Transcending Boundaries’

Attending the American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS) annual meeting in 
Washington, D.C., provided UIU students, faculty and staff the opportunity to discover firsthand 
how science assists in connecting people, ideas and solutions from across real and artificial 
borders and disciplines worldwide.

UIU Professor of Geoscience Dr. Katherine McCarville explained that the experience provided 
the students a unique interdisciplinary blend of more than 120 scientific sessions, lectures, 
specialized seminars, flash talk sessions, e-poster presentations and an international exhibit hall. 
In addition to personally meeting with Iowa Senator Joni Ernst and Iowa Congresswoman Abby 
Finkenauer, the UIU contingent also visited the White House, Capitol and other Washington, D.C., 
landmarks. For complete story, visit Bridge Online at https://bit.ly/2KgvwIP.

New Rec Center flooring unveiled 

2019-20 Student Government officers

Upper Iowa University students, faculty and staff recently traveled to Washington, D.C., to 
attend the American Association for the Advancement of Science “Science Transcending 
Boundaries” annual meeting. The students also visited various area landmarks and met with 
Iowa Senator Joni Ernst and Iowa Congresswoman Abby Finkenauer. Pictured during a tour of 
the White House are (l-r) Titus Bell, a software engineering major from Chicago, Illinois; Syafiq 
Zainal, a software engineering major from Fayette, Iowa; Hanna Hellstroem, a mathematics 
major from Oernskoeldsvik, Sweden; and Anna Winter, a mathematics/biology major from 
Rochester, Minnesota.

 Cory Mullins ’19



With the support of Upper Iowa University alumna Kathleen Horstmeyer ‘66 and Barb Ehlers, 
associate professor of education and environmental issues instruction director, accompanied Andres 
School of Education students to the International Technology and Engineering Educators Association 
(ITEEA) Conference in March, in Kansas City, Missouri, and National Science Teachers Association 
(NSTA) Conference in April in St. Louis, Missouri. 

Horstmeyer was awarded UIU’s Professional Accomplishment Award during the 2018 UIU Alumni 
and Awards Ceremony. As a thank you to the University, she secured free registration for two 
students to each of the two conferences. The student beneficiaries were elementary education 
majors Jasmine Stocker of Elgin, Iowa; Emily Taylor of Plainfield, Illinois; Bryce Decker of Monona, 
Iowa; and secondary science education major Samantha Larisch of Silver City, New Mexico.

Ehlers assisted Stocker and Taylor in presenting “Useful Magnet Inventions” at the ITEEA STEM 
Showcase, and the UIU professor later joined Decker and Larisch in an NSTA Elementary 
Extravaganza presentation entitled “Think It, Design It, Built It, Test It, Refine It: Let’s Build Water 
Filtration Devices.” 

After the completion of their UIU science methods coursework, Stocker and Taylor were asked by 
Ehlers to teach local third grade students at West Central Community School in Maynard, Iowa, about 
magnets. The ITEEA presentation included the lesson plans implemented by the two UIU education 
majors and the resulting magnetic tools created by the third grade students. Both Stocker and Taylor 
said the entire experience opened new doors of opportunities they previously had not felt possible.

The water filtration presentation was based on an article written by Ehlers and published in NSTA’s 
“Science and Children.” Decker experienced the activity when attending an Environmental Issues 
Instruction workshop entitled “Water Connects Us All.”  

Horstmeyer graduated from Upper Iowa University with a bachelor’s degree in elementary 
education before later receiving a master’s degree from Temple University. During the latter years of 
her 37-year teaching career, she led a thematic project-based and student-focused STEM classroom 
at the first-grade level. In addition to serving on many national, state, and local boards and 
committees, Horstmeyer has been the recipient of the National Science Teachers Association (NSTA) 
Fellow Award and Presidential Award for Excellence in Mathematics and Science Teaching.
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Upper Iowa University students honored at LSAMP Conference 
A pair of Upper Iowa University students were 
recognized at the annual Iowa Illinois Nebraska 
STEM Partnership for Innovation and Research and 
Education (IINSPIRE) Louis Stokes Alliance for Minority 
Participation (LSAMP) Conference in Ames, Iowa. 

Zory Hamblin, a biology major from Worthington, 
Minnesota, placed first for her poster that described 
her summer internship at Sanford Health Pathology 
Clinic in Sioux Falls, South Dakota. Madelaine 
Quistgaard, a senior forensic science major from 
Bloomington, Illinois, was also recognized at 
the conference after being named UIU’s LSAMP 
Outstanding Student. 

“I chose this internship opportunity because I wanted 
to learn more about the workings of a pathology clinic 
and also to see if it was the career I wished to pursue,” 

said Hamblin. “As part of my experience, I observed 
and assisted in 25 different autopsies. The internship 
provided me multiple hands-on opportunities. The 
benefits I gained through this internship, such as 
firsthand exposure to the various techniques, will 
greatly help me with my future career choice.” 

“I was definitely surprised by this recognition,” 
Quistgaard added. “I didn’t expect to receive the honor, 
but I am extremely grateful. LSAMP has helped fund 
some of my education here at Upper Iowa and helped 
me with an undergraduate research experience at the 
Center for Statistical Analysis for Forensic Science at 
Iowa State University (ISU). I have enjoyed the entire 
LSAMP program, and it has certainly better prepared 
me for graduation and beyond.”   For complete 
story, visit Bridge Online at https://bit.ly/2JIMAHW.

Alumna provides education majors opportunity to share STEM lessons

(From left) Elementary education majors Emily Taylor and Jasmine Stocker are pictured with  
Barb Ehlers, associate professor of education and environmental issues instruction director, and 
Kathleen Horstmeyer ’66 at the ITEEA STEM Showcase in Kansas City, Missouri.

Among UIU faculty and staff attending the 2019 IINSPIRE LSTAMP Conference in Ames, 
Iowa, were (l-r) Dr. Katherine McCarville, professor of geosciences; Dr. Nigel George, 
professor of physics and mathematics; Zory Hamblin; Mickey Vazquez; Ryan Wooten;  
Dr. Paul Skrade, assistant professor of biology; Madelaine Quistgaard; Dr. Rebecca Schmidt, 
assistant professor of biology; and Dr. Dana Bates, assistant professor of mathematics. 

Upper Iowa University conservation management faculty, students and alumni participated in the 
Iowa Water “Back to Basics: Land, Water, People” Conference in March in Ames, Iowa. 

UIU alumnus Matthew Meulemans ’17, who recently completed his master’s degree at the 
University of Iowa, presented “A Novel Approach to Spatial Assessments of Surface Water Nitrate 
Trends in Selected Iowa Rivers and Lakes.”  Caleb Waters ’09, who currently serves as Lake Geode 
Watershed coordinator, was honored with the IAWA Iowa Watershed Awards Circle of Excellence 
Award for his Lake Geode Watershed Project. In addition, Turkey River Headwaters Project 
coordinator Hunter Slifka ’18 earned a second place award for “Driftless Riffles,” a photo featuring 
water conservation practices. 

Other Peacock conservation management alumni attending the conference included Daniel  
Isabel ’19, Yellow River Headquarters Project coordinator Samuel Franzen ’17 and University of 
Iowa/Iowa Flood Center Watershed Approach communications specialist Kate Giannini ‘06. UIU  
Dr. Jennifer Stoffel, associate professor of biology, and current UIU conservation management  
major Dalton Nelson of Greene, Iowa, were also in attendance.

UIU alumni, students and faculty attending the 2019 Iowa Water Conference in Ames, Iowa, 
included (l-r) Caleb Waters ‘09, Dr. Jennifer Stoffel, Dalton Nelson, Daniel Isabel ‘19, Hunter Slifka ‘18, 
Matthew Meulemans ’17 and Samuel Franzen ’17. Not pictured is Kate Giannini ’06.

Upper Iowa makes waves at Iowa 
Water Conference in Ames
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Pride in country and education

A U.S. flag that flew over Camp Buehring, Kuwait, now hangs with 
surrounding pride in Baker-Hebron Hall at Upper Iowa University’s 
(UIU) Fayette Campus. Iowa National Guard Sgt. Isaac Sedlmayr ’15 

recently presented the retired flag to Dr. Scott Figdore,  
UIU professor of science and Robert L. Fox endowed chair 
of science, and Dr. Jennifer Stoffel, UIU associate professor 
of biology, outside Baker-Hebron. A 2015 graduate of UIU’s 
conservation management program, Sedlmayr was among 
members of the 248th Aviation Support Battalion (ASB) 
deployed to Kuwait and Camp Taji, Iraq, from December 2017 
to September 2018. 

“I thought about doing this from the time I arrived at Camp 
Buehring,” Sedlmayr said. “I practically lived in Baker-Hebron 
Hall during my college education, and in return I wanted to 
provide UIU faculty a token of my appreciation. The professors 
made a big impact on my life. I wasn’t just a number on their 
computer. They actually cared about me and my future.”

The recent flag presentation isn’t the first time that Sedlmayr 
has given back to his college alma mater. As part of his senior 
project, he restored a 3.5 acre prairie near the Churbuck 
Prairie at Fayette Campus. The project was completed with the 
assistance of Stoffel, Figdore and Fayette County Conservation. 
The prairie area now complements UIU’s other existing 
outdoor learning spaces that field science students utilize in 
their coursework.  For the complete story, visit the Bridge Online at  
https://uiubridge.com/2019/05/10/pride-in-country-and-education.

Iowa National Guard Sgt. Isaac Sedlmayr presented a retired flag in May to Dr. Scott Figdore, professor of science 
and Robert L. Fox endowed chair of science, and Dr. Jennifer Stoffel, associate professor of biology, outside Baker-
Hebron Hall at Fayette Campus. Sedlmayr is a 2015 graduate of UIU’s conservation management program.

Upper Iowa University and the U.S. Army Air Defense Artillery (ADA) announced an articulation 
agreement in December 2018 to offer a UIU Bachelor of Science information technology degree 
education to U.S. Army Command and Control Systems Technicians (MOS 140A) and Air Defense 
Enhanced Early Warning System Operators (MOS 14H). At the ADA’s request, the agreement is for 
online classes in information technology. Central Texas College was selected to provide the aligned 
associate level degree for the partnership.

“In today's global workforce, higher education is essential for individuals to stay on the leading 
edge of innovation,” UIU Vice President for Enrollment Management Kathy Franken said. “UIU 

partners with other educational leaders, like those of ADA,  
to reinforce our commitment to preparing students to achieve 
their educational and career goals. Central Texas College and 
Upper Iowa University already have an articulation agreement 
in place, which only strengthens this partnership between 
UIU and ADA.”

The UIU Information Technology (IT) major provides a broad 
coverage of this emerging discipline. The major blends 

acquisition of fundamental 
knowledge in computer 

science with a practical hands-
on approach. Students majoring 

in IT will gain the knowledge and 
skills necessary for employment as 

IT professionals, or the major can be customized for students wishing to pursue graduate studies. 
The degree program is aligned with nationally recognized standards in information technology.

The mission of the Air Defense Artillery is to provide fires to protect the force and selected 
geopolitical assets from aerial attack, missile attack and surveillance.

More information about these headline stories and others can be found at uiu.edu and/or uiubridge.com. Additional photos can be viewed at Flickr.com/upperiowauniversity.

NEWS BRIEFS
UIU and Air Defense Artillery online degree agreement

Course location opens at Fort Hood 
Upper Iowa University is now offering courses at Fort Hood, Texas. Students can earn a bachelor’s 
degree in business administration, psychology, public administration, RN-BSN, or social science.  
In addition to bachelor’s degrees, the course location offers Master of Business Administration 
(MBA) and Master of Public Administration (MPA) degrees. The master’s degree programs are  
36 credit hours and do not require a GRE or GMAT. Classes are available online with some courses  
at the Fort Hood location. 

“We’re extremely excited to partner with the Fort Hood Soldier Development Center and the  
United States Army to offer classes at our newest course location at Fort Hood,” UIU President  
Dr. William R. Duffy said. “This is the sixth UIU education center or course location that supports  
our nation’s service men and women, veterans, Department of Defense civilians, contractors and  
the total military family.”

Additional majors and degree programs can be accessed online or through the Upper Iowa  
self-paced program. Many students blend their degree plan, by taking some face-to-face courses 
and some online courses.
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FACULTY NOTES

Dr. Gina Kuker (left), UIU professor of education, 
was joined by secondary education majors Alli Ster of 
Alburnett, Iowa, and Megan Gavin (far right) of Fayette, 
Iowa, in attending Harold Kasimow’s  “My Journey as 
a Child Holocaust Survivor” presentation Tuesday, April 
23, at Grout Museum of History in Waterloo. Among 
his experiences, Kasimow shared that his family lived 
in a hole underneath a cattle shed for 19 months 
and 5 days. Ster said the presentation provided an 
invaluable opportunity to meet Kasimow and hear what 
a Holocaust survivor thought she should discuss when 
teaching World War II to her future students.

Dr. Allan Nelson, UIU master of education adjunct professor, 
was awarded the 2018-19 Dissertation of the Year Award at 
University of Northern Iowa. Nelson (right) is pictured alongside 
his advisor, Rhadi Al-Mabuk at the spring ceremony.

Sheila Crook-Lockwood, assistant professor of nursing;  
Dr. Rebecca Schmidt, assistant professor of biology;  
Dr. Melinda Heinz, assistant professor of psychology; and 
Dr. Thomas Jordan, assistant professor of English were 
awarded tenure and promoted to associate professor. 

Dr. Kurtis Koll, Fort Sill Center adjunct instructor, presented a 
paper at the 28th Annual Oklahoma Clean Lakes and Watershed 
Association Conference, held April 3-4, 2019, in Stillwater, OK. 
The presentation was titled “Blue Thumb: What's in the Dash, 
1992-2019.”

Dr. Katherine McCarville, professor of 
geosciences, who was elected to serve the 
Iowa Academy of Science (IAS) as President 
Elect a year prior, was installed as President at 
the 131st IAS Annual Meeting and 87th Iowa 

Junior Academy of Science (IJAS) Science Symposium on April 
26-27, 2019, at the University of Northern Iowa in Cedar Falls.

Dr. Melle Starsen, associate professor of communication 
studies, had a research paper accepted by the 10th Academic 
International Conference on Social Sciences and Humanities at 
the Institute of Research, Learning and Development at Sharon 
College, Oxford University, United Kingdom. The presentation, 
“Relatively Speaking: Incest in British Murder Mysteries–
Television Programs and Fiction,” will be given during the 
conference scheduled for August 12-14, 2019.

Dr. Christa Steffens, assistant professor  
and director of nursing, presented “Faculty 4.0: 
Professional Development Needs for 
Transitioning and Current Online Faculty”  
to the Iowa League for Nursing in April 2019.  

Dr. Adrianne Finlay, associate professor of English, has 
accepted a contract for her second young adult novel with 
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Books for Young Readers, with 
publication expected in early 2020. 

Dr. Julie Hinders, assistant professor of health services 
administration, and Dr. Melinda Heinz, associate professor  
of psychology, received a UIU grant for a cross-disciplinary 
research project titled “Promoting and attracting students to 
careers in aging services.” (2019).

Dr. Julie Hinders, assistant professor of 
health services administration, successfully 
defended her Ph.D. in health services with a 
concentration in public policy from Walden 
University entitled “Unmet Support Needs of 

Informal Caregivers of Older Adults.” (January 2019).

Dr. Meghan Jordan, assistant professor of 
English, had an abstract accepted, “Spaces of 
Little Dorrit; or, The Global Marshalsea,” for the 
proposed edited collection, British Working-
Class Literature: Intersections of Space and 

Class [working title], ed. Simon Lee, to be published by 
Palgrave, 2019.

Jordan presented her paper, “Cultural Memory and Mapping 
in Imperial Great Britain,” at the annual conference of 
Interdisciplinary Nineteenth-Century Studies in Dallas, Texas, 
(March 2019).

In addition, Jordan was awarded a Research and Teaching 
Development Grant from the office of the Upper Iowa University 
Provost. She will be visiting the Special Collections and Rare 

Book Collections of the State University of NY at Albany and 
Skidmore College in order to finish research on her book project 
(late spring 2019).

Mariea Schnor, assistant professor of 
accounting, was a recipient of a Research & 
Teaching Development Grant used for 
attendance of Minnesota Higher Education 
Accounting Professors Conference. (April 2019).

Dr. Summer Zwanziger Elsinger,  associate professor 
of business, reviewed text entitled Management: Leading 
& Collaborating in a Competitive World (McGraw Hill) by 
Bateman. (January 2019). Zwanziger Elsinger also reviewed 
the following papers for North American Management Society 
(January 2019): “Improving Mobile Phone Banking Usefulness, 
Usability, Risk, Cost and Intention to Adopt,” “Robert Owen: 
Early Industrialist Social Activist and Education Reformer,” 
“Team entrepreneurial psychological ownership: The process 
and effects in new venture teams,” and “Diversity Initiatives 
for Tribal Colleges and Universities: A Look at the University of 
North Carolina at Pembroke.” 

Megan Knight, adjunct professor, co-authored “Taking on a 
New Grading System: The Interconnected Effects of Standards-
Based Grading on Teaching, Learning, Assessment, and Student 
Behavior,” which was published in the NASSP Bulletin. The 
NASSP Bulletin is a peer-reviewed journal that informs practice, 
supports data-driven decisions, and advances the vision and 
performance of middle level and high school principals. Megan 
teaches pre-service educators at the UIU-Quad Cities Center.

Faculty and staff recognized at annual banquet 
Upper Iowa University Dr. Jennifer Stoffel, associate professor of biology, and Jan O’Brien, Andres School of Education 
administrative assistant, were recently presented UIU’s inaugural Outstanding Service awards during the annual Faculty and Staff 
Recognition Banquet at Fayette Campus. The award recipients were nominated by their peers for embodying the University’s core 

values: Integrity, Excellence, Accessibility, Respect and Stewardship. Stoffel has been 
employed at Upper Iowa for 10 years, while O’Brien recently retired from UIU after  
25 years of service.

The full list of faculty, staff and administration recognized during the banquet can be 
found at https://bit.ly/2EFMQ6j. 

Jan O'BrienDr. Jennifer Stoffel
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F or seven years, Rebecca Francis had watched 
other people celebrate their May graduation 
day on social media. This past May, it was 

Rebecca’s turn to rejoice in all she had accomplished and 
overcome to reach that pinnacle moment. The Rockford, 
Illinois, mother of two realized a lifelong dream when 
she crossed the stage at Upper Iowa University’s Fayette 
Campus, receiving her Bachelor of Science degree.  
 
Among the family and friends helping Rebecca celebrate 
that special day were a few of the people who inspired 
her success, husband Pastor Justin Francis and the 
couple’s two daughters, Bella Nichols-Francis and 
Bryelle Francis.

“I left college without a formal goodbye earlier in my  
life to be a parent,” Rebecca said. “I didn’t get to finish  
or walk with my graduating classmates at that time. 
Being able to enjoy that experience this past spring 
made my heart very happy. I owe UIU a huge thank you 
for helping me refocus on my education and regain  
the confidence I needed to reach my career and  
lifetime goals.”

Rebecca was attending Alabama A&M in 2012 when an 
emergency delivery was required in the birth of her first 
child, Bella. Diagnosed as suffering from myasthenia 
gravis (pronounced my-us-THEE-nee-uh GRAY-vis) 
with apnea, Bella required an extended two-week stay in 
the neonatal intensive care unit. 

Myasthenia gravis is characterized by weakness and rapid fatigue 
of any muscles under an individual’s voluntary control. There is no 
cure for the disease, which is caused by a breakdown in the normal 
communication between nerves and muscles.

With Bella suffering from life-threatening swallowing and breathing 
issues, Rebecca moved back home with her parents, Louis and Sharon 
Malone. Monthly stays at the hospital were common during the first 
year due to Bella’s ongoing health issues. Then shortly after her first 
birthday, things took a turn for the worse when Bella was readmitted 
to the hospital and placed on life support.

Family provides inspiration 
 for Peacock graduate

 I had to 
make a 

choice, either  
be a supportive 

parent or put 
myself first.  

It was a no 
brainer. I put my 
daughter first.”

Rebecca Francis '19
    Business Administration
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I owe a huge thank you 
to UIU for helping me 

refocus on my education and 
regain the confidence I needed 
to reach my career and  
lifetime goals.” Rebecca Francis '19

    Business Administration
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 “I will never forget sitting next to 
Bella, reading my biology book 

and trying to concentrate on 
my studies,” Rebecca said. 

“The nurses would help 
me with my homework 

while Bella battled 
through the 

hardest times. 
It was at that 
point that 
I realized 
I couldn’t 

handle it all 
anymore. I had to 

make a choice, either 
be a supportive parent 

or put myself first. It was 
 a no brainer. I put my 

daughter first.”

Approximately six months would pass before Bella was released from 
the hospital. However, Bella remained on life support and continued 
to need the care of an in-home team of nurses and supply of hospital 
equipment.

“I remember many times lying on the floor in anticipation of any 
sign that Bella would be able to breathe on her own,” Rebecca said. 
“I knew right then that my decision to forego my education was in 
God’s divine plan for me. Two years later, God blessed me with a very 
supportive husband. Not only did Justin initiate the conversation that 
I return to pursuing my education, but he learned to care for Bella so 
that I could do so.”

Rebecca noted Bella still requires ongoing attention by trained 
caregivers. Justin became a state caregiver for Bella, along with his 
mother, Michelle Francis-Bell. With the family making Bella’s  
care a team effort, Rebecca turned to UIU to finish her degree.  
Both grandmothers watched the children while Rebecca attended 
classes, and Justin cared for the children when he came home  
from work.

Now 28, Rebecca initially chose to attend UIU because it offered her 
the flexibility to be a student, wife, mother and full-time professional. 
She found finishing what she had started to be extremely fulfilling.

“I loved returning to the classroom,” she said. “There hasn’t been 
one UIU professor that didn’t want to help me become the winner 
I longed to be. Whenever I reached out for assistance, there was a 
group of hands ready to respond. Each of my professors contributed 
to my success.”

During her junior year at UIU, Rebecca gave birth to Bryelle over the 
winter holiday break. Not to be deterred from her education, she took 
a UIU online course and successfully maintained a 4.0 GPA over the 
following session. While pursuing her degree, Rebecca also continued 
working at Jackson Charter School in Rockford, where she now serves 
as the school’s operations manager.

“Every day I shared something new that I learned at UIU with my 
(Jackson Charter) supervisor,” Rebecca said. “I was afforded the 
opportunity to hold an administrative role in our company prior to 
earning my degree. I took the knowledge I obtained at Upper Iowa  
and applied it to my real-world learning experiences.”

During the May 4 UIU commencement, Rebecca proudly earned 
a business administration degree, with a concentration in human 
resources and a minor in criminal justice. However, she is not letting 
her educational goals end there as Rebecca plans to obtain an MBA. 

“I am so thankful for the many sacrifices my family has made to see 
me succeed,” Rebecca said. “I walked across that stage not only for 
me, but also for my children. I am proud to have the opportunity to 
show them that no matter what life throws at you, you need to capture 
every moment and run with every one of your goals.”

Joining Rebecca Francis ‘19 in celebrating at the UIU-
Rockford Center Graduate Reception were family members 
(l-r) Bryelle Francis, Bella Nichols-Francis and Justin Francis.
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The Collegian — the University’s student-run newspaper — is back 
in print after a move to a digital format. On December 11, 2018, 
250 printed copies of the Upper Iowa University publication were 
distributed to students, staff and faculty members. The Collegian  
news staff published and distributed the most recent printed copy  
in spring 2019. 

“Pushing for the print copy has been something I wanted to do 
since I got this job four-plus years ago,” The Collegian advisor  
Dr. Matthew Foy said. “As soon as I found out from my department 
chair, Elissa Wenthe, that it was not only possible but something we 
were prioritizing, it became a matter of whether the staff wanted to 
do it.”

An energetic fall 2018 student newsroom took up the challenge to 
bring The Collegian back in print for the first time since it went digital 
in 2010. The 2018-19 staff consisted of editor Hazel Lim, a senior year 
communication studies major from Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia; Jack 
Beulke, a freshman communication studies major from Wanamingo, 
Minnesota; Chung Ho Chee, a senior psychology major from Kuala 
Lumpur, Malaysia; Sze Xin Khoo, a senior psychology major from 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia; Jessica Kron, a junior communication 
studies major from San Juan Capistrano, California; Ling Sze Hwa, 
a senior communication major from Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia;  and 
Erin McIndoo, a sophomore communications major from Buffalo, 
Minnesota.

“Bringing The Collegian back in print is definitely the highlight of 
my experience at UIU,” Lim said. “The Collegian has given me the 
opportunity to learn much more than I ever could in a classroom. The 
hands-on journalism experience is invaluable. I’ll always remember 
the moment I held the first pages in my hands. It’s a success, thanks 
to our amazing team and of course, Dr. Foy, who has always provided 
great guidance to us. We couldn’t ask for a better adviser.” 

The UIU Collegian newspaper was first established in 1883. It is 
the oldest continuously running campus newspaper west of the 
Mississippi. The last print version was a four-page copy published on 
October 1, 2010. The newsroom had two editors, one co-editor and 
four staff members, led by faculty adviser Katrina Mcneely Farren. 

Foy explained that printing a physical paper is vital for a college 
publication to appear legitimate.

“Even in this age in which we get our news online, there's something 
powerful in being able to point to a physical, tangible paper,” Foy said. 
“It feels important even if it’s ultimately destined for the recycling bin, 
and I think that's as true for The Collegian as it is for the New York 
Times. I'll always be a newspaper guy, or at least a print media guy. I 
want our students to use The Collegian as a place to document what's 
happening in their school and community, and to weigh in on matters 
of importance to them.”

The Collegian team hopes to continue expanding its staff to enable 
it to have a fully functional news team. The Collegian introduced its 
first work-study position in January 2019, and stories are also being 
written by UIU online students.

While stressing that story and photo submissions are open to all 
students, staff and faculty members, Foy admitted that recruitment of 
students is especially challenging because their schedules are loaded 
in terms of coursework, athletics, jobs and other commitments. In 
addition, international students are busy adjusting to a new culture 
and initially can be weary of participating in too many activities, 
especially one that requires writing. 

Eventually, the staff intends for the publication to be a bi-weekly 
newspaper. The latest edition was printed in April. 

“I can’t praise this year’s news staff enough,” Foy said. “They were 
willing to jump into the print project in relatively short order. I told 
them, ‘We can do this if you’re ready.’ They took on a new project 
and all the accompanying challenges and unknowns, and published a 
good product in a timely fashion.” 

Printed issues of The Collegian are available for viewing at Henderson-
Wilder Library at Fayette Campus. Stories continue to be posted to 
The Collegian Tumblr page at theuiucollegian.tumblr.com and back 
issues of The Collegian remain available to view at uiucollegian.
advantage-preservation.com.  The full story can be viewed in the top featured 
section of uiu.bridge.com.Among the Peacocks to help bring The Collegian back in print during fall 2018 were Collegian staff 

members (front, l-r) Jessica Kron, editor Hazel Lim, Sze Xin Khoo; (back) Chung Ho Chee, Jack Beulke, 
Ling Sze Hwa and assistant professor of communication/Collegian advisor Dr. Matthew Foy.

The Collegian is back in print

The Collegian editor Hazel Lim and staff member Sze Xin Khoo (l-r) edit a portion of the student-run 
newspaper published in fall 2018.
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Commencement 2019 was held at Upper 
Iowa University’s Fayette, Iowa, Campus 
on Saturday, May 4, 2019. To view all the 
photos, visit uiu.edu/commencement.

“As I look out at this beautiful crowd, I 
am aware that you all have a story about 
the journey that brought you to this 
point,” Upper Iowa University alumna 
Lisa Richards ’93 said as she addressed 
UIU’s 2019 graduates during Saturday’s 
two commencement ceremonies. 
UIU graduates attended a morning or 
afternoon ceremony at Harms-Eischeid 
Stadium in Fayette, Iowa, depending on 
the degree received. 

“For several of you, it was to get the 
degree needed for the next step in your 

already established career,” Richards 
said, noting diverse paths students 
take in getting to this point in their 
lives.  “You are already busy with 
your life and raising a family – UIU’s 
flexibility and vast options allowed you 
to complete the next milestone, as UIU 
is an Education Built for Life.  For some 
of you, UIU served as your first step 
in your journey, and you will soon be 
entering the next chapter.”  
 
During the two commencement 
ceremonies held at Harms-Eischeid 
Stadium, approximately 600 graduates 
walked across the stage.  In 2019, 
1,504 students completed their 
associate, bachelor’s or master’s degree 
requirements at all UIU locations. Of 
those, 195 graduated from the Fayette 
location, 839 completed their degree at 
one of UIU’s 21 locations throughout 
the United States, 349 graduated 
through online or self-paced study 
programs, and 117 were from the 
University’s international centers in 
Hong Kong and Malaysia. UIU is one of 
the most diverse universities in Iowa. In 
all, the graduates represented 39 states 
and 8 nations.

UIU alumna and guest speaker Lisa Richards ’93 addresses UIU 
graduates at the May 4 ceremonies in Harms-Eischeid Stadium.

Read the full article on The Bridge Online at uiubridge.com.

Graduates asked to 
reflect on life’s journey
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On almost any given day, an Upper Iowa University Office of 
Career Development staff member witnesses the benefits of 
alumni and current students connecting 

with another experienced professional in 
their field. As a member of the National 
Association of Colleges and Employers 
(NACE), UIU Career Development is 
able to access professional standards, 
competencies and principles for 
professional practice to the benefit  
of all students and alumni. In addition, 
joining the Career Mentoring Network 
is a great way for alumni to give back to 
the University, while extending a sense 
of pride.

“Alumni have contributed to our office in 
many ways, and we’d love for even more to join our programs,” UIU 
Director of Career Development Hope Trainor said. “Many alumni 
find students to be a good fit for a job or internship position at their 
company, and connecting with alumni allows the students to jumpstart 
their career and enhance their academic performance.”

UIU’s Office of Career Development seeks partnership with alumni 
to prepare students for their future career. The introduction of the 
Career Mentoring Network program allows alumni and students to 
connect by providing them with career guidance and networking 
opportunities.

 “I don’t think alumni and students realize how much we can help 
them,” UIU Career Development Specialist Anne Puffett said. “Not 
only can they ask career-related questions, but we welcome questions 
regarding strategies to meet their occupational goals.”

Puffett noted that underclassmen are encouraged to participate in the 
program as the participating alumni can also help students reflect on 
real-world experiences that can contribute to their success or become 
involved in job shadowing opportunities in their chosen career field.  

“I searched for mentors with a psychology background, and it was very 
easy to contact one,” Charis Lee, a junior year psychology major from 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, said. “I didn’t expect my mentor to respond 
to me in 24 hours and suggest we meet on Campus. It’s really fun and 
exciting to speak to someone who is able to guide me.”

“Career development is a lifelong process because people are lifelong 
learners,” Puffett added. “We’re here to help students and alumni in 
any career-related assistance they need. Our support and services are 
available not only here at Fayette Campus, but also for our center, 
online and international center students. We’re also here to help our 
alumni regardless of when they graduated.”

Not only can alumni employ a highly qualified Peacock intern or new 
hire, but they, too, can discover a new career path. On the Career 
Mentoring Network, they can elect from conducting informational or 
practice interviews, critiquing resumes and cover letters, networking 
with students, offering graduate school advice, serving as a mentor or 
internship sponsor, shadowing, speaking at club events and connecting 
with other alumni. 

“We’ve also had alumni visit classrooms, 
connect with students who aren’t on the 

portal, give talks and workshops, and 
set up booths for recruitment,” Trainor 
said. 

The goal of Career Development is 
to expand its office to become a true 
career development “center” and help 

all Peacocks in even more ways. In 2019, 
the Office of Career Development hopes 
to see current students further establish 
career readiness by making even 

stronger connections with alumni. 

NACE provides the industry’s top resources and is great for 
networking and gaining professional development. Through a task 
force of college career services and staffing professionals, NACE 
has identified eight competencies associated with career readiness. 
The competencies are critical thinking and problem solving, oral 
and written communications, teamwork and collaboration, digital 
technology, leadership, professionalism and work ethic, career 
management, and global and intercultural fluency. 

The Office of Career Development collects data indicating that UIU 
students find employment or enter graduate school at a higher rate 
than the national and regional averages. A total of 94.3% of UIU 
graduates from the Class of 2018 were employed or in graduate school 
within six months of graduation. [Source: 2017 Graduate Survey/
Application (1354 responses/1618 surveyed)].

To serve as a mentor, alumni are required to complete a brief Career 
Development Questionnaire as part of their profile and join the 
Peacock network. A link to the questionnaire can be found on the 
Career Development website or visit https://bit.ly/2VmheZG.

For additional information about UIU Office of Career Development 
services, visit uiu.edu/careers. To make an appointment or to discuss 
how you can become involved, call Hope Trainor at 563-425-5208, 
Anne Puffett at 563-425-5229 or email careers@uiu.edu.  The full story 
can be viewed in the top featured section of uiubridge.com.
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Anne Puffett '19 (left) and Hope Trainor '16 help Arriq Reams '18 
(middle) strategize  different career opportunities available to him.
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Daniel J. Alfonso

Upper Iowa welcomes new Trustee to the table
Daniel J. Alfonso has been elected to the UIU Board of Trustees. Alfonso has served as vice president 
of facilities management and public safety at Nova Southeastern University (NSU) in Davie, Florida, 
since December 2017. At NSU, Alfonso oversees a team responsible for maintaining a real estate 
asset portfolio of more than 4.5 million square feet of air-conditioned space. NSU has nine regional 
campuses, including one in San Juan, Puerto Rico. Alfonso also oversees construction and renovation 
projects, and is responsible for public safety of all campuses.  

The new UIU Trustee previously served a four-year term as city manager at the City of Miami, Florida. 
He began working for the city as director of management and budget in 2011 after 17 years of 
employment at Miami-Dade County. During his tenure with the county, Alfonso worked in various 
operational and administrative positions, including revenue collector at Miami Dade Transit, budget 
coordinator at the Office of Management and Budget, and assistant director with the General Services 
Administration Department.

While working full time at Miami Dade County, Alfonso earned a Master of Science in Finance degree 
at Florida International University as well as a Bachelor of Business Administration degree with majors

in management, and international business. He also earned an 
associate degree in accounting at Miami Dade College.

Alfonso served in the United States Army from 1986 to 1991. 
He earned the rank of Sergeant and in 1990 participated in 
operations Desert Shield and Desert Storm as a Cavalry Scout 
assigned to the 24th Infantry Division. He has been married to his 
wife, Claudia, since 1986. The couple has a son and a daughter.

Additional members of the UIU Board of Trustees are Dennis 
Murdock ‘68, chair; Steve Harms ‘73, vice chair; Richard Andres, 
treasurer; John R. Falb, secretary; members Nancy Betz ‘89,  
Mary Cheddie ‘08, Peter A. Clemens, William R. Cook ‘65, Josem Diaz, Dr. Margaret B. Lawson ‘ 70, 
Scott R. Lebin ‘64, Roger Mangan ‘62, Michele Matt ‘87, Bernard Pattison, Mike Prochaska ‘89,  
Lowell Tiedt ‘71 and Neil Wilkinson ‘00.

Marty Parsons will always bleed the maize and blue of the 
University of Michigan, but he has been transplanted to 
Peacock blue and white since April when he was named  

Upper Iowa University’s vice president for finance and administration. 

A Flint, Michigan, native and graduate of Michigan’s Bachelor of 
Business Administration program, Parsons began his 35-plus year 
financing career in higher education at his alma mater. Starting out 
as an entry-level junior accountant, his plans were to gain a few years 
of professional experience at the university and then move on in his 
career. Parsons would end up gaining almost 30 years of professional 
knowledge and expertise before retiring from Michigan in 2007.

“The knowledge and skills I took 
from my time at Michigan has 
allowed me to do what I have 
done for the past decade — and 

that is assist smaller schools 
with whatever financial and 
administrative issues they 
may be facing,” Parsons said. 
“I want to do anything to not 
only help them survive, but 
also to thrive.” 

Most recently, Parsons served as vice president for finance and 
administration at Dickinson State University in Dickinson, North 
Dakota. In his role there, he provided oversight to operational areas 
related to financial management, budgeting, human resources, 
facilities, information technology, public safety and auxiliary services. 

Longing to return to the Midwest and closer to his Michigan home, 
Parsons was drawn to the employment opportunity at UIU. 

“As soon as I met with the (UIU) search committee, things really 
began to click,” Parsons said. “Everyone was open to discussion and 
you don’t get that everywhere. I quickly realized there are obviously a 
lot of good people here who share an ongoing desire to make this an 
exceptionally strong institution. They just needed someone to help 
them move forward, and that is my goal.”

Drawing from the budgetary challenges he faced at other institutions 
has provided Parsons a financial template to utilize at UIU. While 
noting that Upper Iowa is facing many of the same issues as other 
universities and colleges, he intends to provide information in a way 
that administrators can use it for long-term financial sustainability.

“I am a strong advocate for mentoring,” Parsons said. “I want to 
help the University get on firmer ground and leave people a plan in 
place that will provide a seamless transition in the case of any future 
changes. I am here to support the academic and student affairs side 
of UIU, do the job at hand, get out of the way, and let the institution 
move forward.”

Marty and his wife, Sandra, have two adult daughters. He enjoys 
spending time with his family, especially vacations together in Hawaii, 
and spoiling their two dogs. UIU’s newest Peacock fan also keeps close 
tabs on the Detroit Tigers, Red Wings, Lions, Pistons, and, of course, 
the Michigan Wolverines.

UIU welcomes vice president for 
finance and administration

A Flint, Michigan, native and graduate of 
Michigan’s Bachelor of Business Administration 
program, Marty Parsons began serving as  
UIU’s vice president for finance and administration 
in April. 
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It started out nearly 50 years ago as a joke among a small band 
of newfound friends at Fayette Campus. Despite enjoying their 
college experience at Upper Iowa University, a group of young 

women agreed there was no sorority on Campus that offered the 
type of opportunities they desired, so they decided to create their 
own organization.

On October 19, 1969, the friends — Marcia Andrews ‘79, Chris 
(Lamy) DeLong, Pam (Tenney) Bentzinger, Deb (Stueber) Smalley, 
Kerry (Palmer) Walker, Deb (Schmitz) Hummel, Regina Rundell 
‘73, Diane (Kinkead) Harms ‘73 and Melanie (Fantino) Wilson — 
gathered together to form a new all-women Campus organization. 

With the decision to move forward, the founding members realized 
they needed to create a name. Ironically, E.Y.E. was chosen after it 
was decided to have someone close her eyes and point to a word in 
the dictionary. With the decision not to become an official sorority, 
the only involvement of administrators was in the creation of the 
organization’s constitution.

“It was a different time then,” Andrews said. “We were children of 
the ‘60s. There were a bunch of freshmen ‘T-shirt’ groups, and others 
(organizations) like the Foxes, SOB, and Bushes, but we felt they were 
all restricted by University rules. Dean of Students (Braulic “Cabby”) 
Cabellero was a big fan of ours. He would always remind me that 
whenever we were going to do something, he would need to know 
where we were at.”

Andrews, who served as the group’s first president, admitted that 
the group was initially known for its parties but that soon changed. 

Despite not being a recognized social organization at UIU, the 
members still chose to contribute to the University. 

E.Y.E. provided dinner services for administrative and other 
social functions, raised funds for UIU improvements and projects 
(including the purchase of a stereo for Graf Hall in 1972), and 
actively participated in other events and activities. With sponsorship 
provided by the UIU Science Club, the group won the 1971 
Homecoming Float Contest and a year later its Winter Carnival 
Talent Show entry earned first prize.

“We took the 100 bucks we won in the parade and ran,” former 
E.Y.E. president Becky (Harms) Read ’74 laughed. “Those were 

(From back) Founding E.Y.E. president Marcia Andrews ’79 and E.Y.E. member Becky (Harms) Read 
’74 sit on the Class of ’74 boulder outside Alexander-Dickman Hall at Fayette Campus. The longtime 
friends have a fun-filled list of memories to share with those attending the 50th Anniversary E.Y.E. 
Reunion September 27-28.

E.Y.E. members pictured in fall 1970 were (bottom beam, l-r) Marcia Andrews ‘79, Regina Rundell ‘73, Pam (Tenney) Bentzinger, Chris (Lamy) DeLong, Deb (Schmitz) Hummel, Diane (Kinkead) Harms, 
Patti Orr, Mary (Quass) Moore, Kerry (Palmer) Walker (standing), Melanie (Fantino) Lewis; (top) Claudia Kancius, Carol Taylor, Deb (Stueber) Smalley, Patti (Kancius) Piercy, Karen McClellan, Linda (Soucek) 
McDermott, Barb Boquist.
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Acacia Fraternity is planning a 2019 Homecoming reunion, celebrating the 
45th anniversary of its charter. All Acacia alumni, their families and former 
chapter advisors are invited to attend. Please direct questions to Jeff 
Stavnes at 712-299-2199 or jstavnes1954@mediacombb.net; Mike 
Knickrehm at 563-320-3039 or iron_mike@mchsi.com; or Jon Miller at 
319-361-3512 or jsmiller1978@hotmail.com. 

1975 Acacia members: (Front row, l-r) Dave Christoffer ’76, Mike Tritle ’75, Jon Miller ’75,  
John “Jack”  Lewis ’75, Craig Wander ’75, Bob Gaida ’75, Steve Reid ’75, Firmo Lopez ’78;  
(middle) Shawn LaCarte ’78, Bill Delauro ’78, Bob Krueger ’77, Mike Beck ’76, Mike Knickrehm ’77,  
Jeff Stavnes ’76, Dave Stevens ’77, Ron Patterson ’76; (back) Duane Herman ’77, Craig Frost ’77,  
Tim Hopper ’80, Dave Bethke ’77 and Keith Freesemann ’77.

Acacia Fraternity's  45th Anniversary - Homecoming Schedule
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 4
- Play golf, tour campus, visit Acacia Archives in UIU Library
- 4 p.m. until closing – meet informally at DT's on Main Street (formerly Bijou) 
 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 5
- 9:30 a.m. – Alumni Award Brunch at Student Center Ballroom
- 12 Noon – Homecoming Parade Downtown
- 12:30 p.m. – Start tailgate at Acacia tent in the Peacock Pavilion Tailgate  
   Area just north of stadium (BYOB). Enter through Victory  
   Gate on Union Street just across the street from Dorman  
   Gymnasium. Tent will be near the pond. Tailgate meal   
   and live music provided by Peacock Tailgate Association  
   (PTA) – $5/person
- 1:45 p.m. – UIU football alumni are invited to lead the UIU football  
   team into Harms-Eischeid Stadium
- 3:00 p.m. – Homecoming Football Game - kickoff at 3:05 p.m.
- 6:00 p.m. – Meet back at Acacia tent after game
- 6:30 p.m. – Head to Big Rock Country Club for Happy Hour (cash bar)
- 7:30 p.m. – Dinner at Big Rock. Choice of Chicken Cordon Bleu or  
   Smoked Pork Loin. After dinner, head to DT's (formerly Bijou)  
   to meet and mingle with other UIU alumni

definitely fun times. The float included a Peacock that’s head moved 
up and down, and due to popular demand our talent show entry was 
invited to come back the following year to perform.”

With Becky’s father, Mel, and his twin brother, Cal, and Becky’s 
cousins, Steve and Tom, each attending the University, she grew up a 
Peacock fan in nearby Sumner, Iowa.

“At first, I applied everywhere but UIU,” Read said. “However, it was  
a no brainer, and coming to UIU turned out to be the best choice I 
ever made.”

In the case of Andrews, if not for her decision to take a detour to 
UIU’s Fayette Campus, she would not have attended the University  
let alone helped form E.Y.E.

“I was on my way to visit University of Wisconsin-LaCrosse with my 
mom when we decided to stop at UIU,” Andrews said. “After an hour 
on the beautiful Fayette Campus, I decided there wasn’t any reason 
to travel further. The people were so friendly and I could easily walk 
across campus to find all of the buildings I would be attending. I 
made so many friends during my time at UIU. We were a tight group 
of girls that continue to share a lifetime of friendships and memories.”

That family atmosphere continues to pass down to future generations. 
Current E.Y.E. treasurer Kayla Siemens first heard of the organization 
from her grandmother and founding member Deb (Schmitz) 
Hummel.

“My grandma definitely influenced my choice on joining E.Y.E.,” 
Siemens said. “What really made me want to join was all of the 
entertaining stories she shared and that all the members remain close 

friends. I knew if E.Y.E. was 
anything like it was back in her 
day, I wanted to join.”

Siemens not only fit in with 
the other members when she 
first attended an E.Y.E. social, 
but also was quickly impressed 
with the group's support of 
post-traumatic stress disorder 
(PTSD) and other awareness 
campaigns. 

“I think people should consider 
joining E.Y.E. because it is a 
great way to get involved on 
campus while gaining lifelong 
friendships,” the accounting and 
financial management major 
from Allison, Iowa, said. “We are 
a small group of girls who like 
to spend a lot of time together. I 
know if I ever need anything, I can always count on one of my sisters.”

These lifetime friendships have attributed to E.Y.E being the only 
UIU student group to operate continuously for the past five decades. 
To celebrate this legacy, E.Y.E. will host a 50th anniversary reunion 
Friday, September 27 – Saturday, September 28, at Fayette Campus. 
For more information or to RSVP, contact Andrews at 563-425-4291 
or marciaandrews42751@gmail.com. Please, no texting.

Current E.Y.E. treasurer Kayla Siemens was influenced in 
her decision to join the organization by her grandmother 
and founding member Deb (Schmitz) Hummel.
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Upper Iowa University hosts visiting 
Chinese middle school staff and students

The Upper Iowa University Center for International Education 
welcomed 19 students and two chaperones from Hebei, China’s 
Shijiazhuang No. 42 Middle School to Fayette Campus in 

February 2019 as part of UIU’s new American College Experience 
program. Iowa and Hebei have been in a sister-state relationship  
since 1983. 

The purpose of the American College Experience program is to 
provide the visiting students a taste of an American university 
experience and an introduction to UIU. The Center for International 
Education hopes that this will be the start of a beneficial partnership 
with the schools in Hebei, and that graduating Chinese students will 
choose to study at UlU.  

“Thanks to the efforts 
of UIU staff and faculty 
members this program 
is a success,” former UIU 
Center for International 

Education director David Stewart said. “Our team’s thorough 
preparations and planning paid off, especially when you consider 
our current winter weather conditions. I’m really happy the visiting 
students enjoyed their experience at UIU.”

The students, who ranged in ages from 13 to 17, were accompanied 
by the school’s director of foreign affairs Chenggang Zhang and 
mathematics teacher Pingping Yin. The school plans to bring older 
students during a future visit to Fayette.

“We hope to come every year,” Zhang said. “It was a wonderful 
experience that exceeded our expectations. Our students were well 
exposed to the different aspects of American culture.”

The group of visitors participated in various UIU and community 
activities before their departure on February 18. In addition to a 
student panel where the visiting students had an opportunity to 
speak to international students studying at Fayette Campus, the 
UIU activities included a marketing presentation and graphic 
design project. The visitors also experienced taking various classes 
alongside university students. Additional activities included visiting 
the Fayette County Law Enforcement Center in West Union, Iowa; 
Pike’s Peak overlook near McGregor, Iowa; Villa Louis in Prairie du 
Chien, Wisconsin; Northeast Iowa Food Bank in Waterloo, Iowa; 
and a two-day trip to Chicago. 

Chinese student Shenjie Zhang, 14, is one of the Chinese students 
who plans to further his tertiary education in America. He hopes 
to learn more about the local American culture through his 
participation in this program.

“There are significant differences between Chinese and American 
culture,” Zhang said. “The education system, sports and even 
behaviors of the people are different. Chinese people are shy, but 
Americans are very outgoing and friendly.”

Upper Iowa University presented a plaque to the students and staff of Hebei, China’s Shijiazhuang No. 42 Middle 
School, who participated in UIU’s new American College Experience program. Participating in the presentation 
ceremony were (l-r) UIU Education Abroad coordinator Lacey Hawke, Shijiazhuang No. 42 Middle School Foreign 
Affairs director Chenggang Zhang, former UIU Center for International Education director David Stewart, UIU 
International Student/Scholar Services coordinator Edyta Cichon-Barche, Shijiazhuang math teacher Pingping 
Yin and UIU International admissions counselor Ziyuan Li ‘18.

In addition to participating in various 
activities at Upper Iowa University’s 
Fayette Campus, the visiting 
Shijiazhuang (China) No. 42 Middle 
School students and staff toured the 
Fayette County Law Enforcement Center 
in West Union, Iowa, and other area 
businesses, organizations and tourism 
locations.
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THURSDAY, OCTOBER 3
Agates, Crystals and Geodes Display —  
Garbee Hall (Lower Lobby), 3:30-5:00 p.m. – Featuring specimens  
from the collection donated to UIU by Burton and Dorthea ’71 
Odekirk and Leora Sullivan ’61. Guests are invited to bring specimens 
or digital images of your own rocks or fossils for identification by  
UIU Professor of Geosciences Dr. Kata McCarville.

Welcome Home Dinner — Maue Atrium in the Andres 
Center for Business and Education, 5:30 p.m. – This all-class reunion 
dinner, hosted by the Alumni Association, is a perfect way to start 
your weekend. Reception begins at 5:30 p.m., followed by a dinner 
buffet at 6 p.m. Cost for this event is $15 per person. RSVP required.

Pep Rally, Bonfire and Coronation — East of 
Victory Gate/Peacock Pavilion Tailgate Area, 7:30 p.m. – Don't miss 
this Homecoming tradition, sure to energize you for a whole weekend 
of Peacock fun. Refreshments will be served. Rain location is Dorman 
Gymnasium.  
   
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 4
Campus Tours — Alumni House – UIU students will lead 
Campus tours at 10, 10:30, 11, and 11:30 a.m. Be sure to sign the 
alumni registry book. RSVPs are appreciated.

Research, Internship & Creative Endeavors 
Baker-Hebron Hall and Garbee Hall (Lower Level), 1-2:30 p.m.  
Join the Department of Biology and Chemistry and the Department 
of Geosciences, Geography and Mathematical Sciences in 
viewing posters detailing the activities and work of the school's 
undergraduates.

UIU Women's Soccer — Pattison Field, 2 p.m.  
UIU vs. MSU Moorhead. 

UIU Men's Soccer — Pattison Field, 4:30 p.m.  
UIU vs. Davenport University.

7th Annual President's Ball — Student Center Ballroom, 
5:30 p.m. – Upper Iowa University invites you to “IMAGINE!”  
Join us for an evening of fun, friendship and fundraising during  
the 7th Annual President's Ball. Guests may enjoy a cocktail reception  
at 5:30 p.m., with a dinner program and dancing to follow. Visit  
uiu.edu/PresidentsBall for more information. RSVP required. 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 5
Archives Take-Away Display — Student Center main 
level, 8:30 a.m. – Take a trip down memory lane! If you RSVP'd for 
the weekend, we will do our best to pull photos and articles from UIU 
Archives that you are featured in. Feel free to take items home with 
you! Coffee available for guests. 

Alumni Awards & Honor 
Class Brunch —  Student 
Center Ballroom, 9:30 a.m. – This event 
honors the classes of '59, '69, '79, '89, '94 
and '99. A special gift will be presented 
to members of the 50-year class. In 
addition our distinguished Alumni 
Award Honorees and members of the 
Heritage Society will be recognized. The 
brunch is complimentary to all alumni 
and friends. RSVP is required.  

2019 HOMECOMING SCHEDULE: OCTOBER 3-5

Blue Pride Fayette Wide — Show your school spirit by entering the Blue Pride Fayette Wide decorating contest! To participate, 
send your name and street address or campus location to alumni@uiu.edu along with photos and/or video of your submission by Thursday, 
October 3, for judging. A community and campus winner will be announced on Monday after the festivities. Prizes will be awarded. 

Tell Your UIU Story — Hendersen-Wilder Library – Share your stories of your time at UIU and after graduation. Write your story in 
our new online Peacock Proud Discussion Board, or add your verbal history to the UIU Archives self-service recording booth in the library. 
Contact UIU archivist Janette Garcia at 563-425-5722 or archives@uiu.edu. 

UIU Art Exhibition — Bing-Davis Memorial Gallery – The featured artist, Leslie Barlow, is primarily an oil painter who lives and works in 
Minneapolis, Minnesota. Through her work, she shares stories through figural relationships that explore the politics of representation, identity, 
otherness, and racial constructs. The gallery will be open Friday 8 a.m.-7 p.m., Saturday 8 a.m.-5 p.m. and Sunday 8 a.m.-12 p.m.

Shop the Campus Store — Student Center – Open Monday-Friday, 8:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. and Saturday, 8:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m.  
Harms-Eischeid Stadium Store – Open Saturday, 1:30–6:00 p.m. and Sunday, 10:30 a.m.–3:30 p.m. 

ONGOING ACTIVITIES
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STUDENT HOMECOMING 
TRADITIONS
 SUNDAY — Student Fashion Show, hosted by  
   Beta Theta Omega

 MONDAY  — Window Painting

 TUESDAY  — King & Queen Voting

WEDNESDAY — Sidewalk Chalk Challenge

 THURSDAY — Pep Rally, Bonfire and Coronation

Homecoming Parade — Downtown Fayette, Noon. – This tradition 
is an alumni favorite. As a special treat, Fayette community businesses will be 
offering fun activities for parade goers. To submit a parade entry, complete the 
online form at uiu.edu/Homecoming or call 563-425-5966.

Live Music — Tailgate area, Noon - 2:00 p.m. – Don't miss country/ 
rock acoustic guitarist Beau Timmerman. Special thanks to the Peacock 
Tailgate Association for providing this free entertainment.  

UIU Heritage, History and Headstones Tour —
Hendersen-Wilder Library, 1-2 p.m. – Meet in the library to enjoy a guided 
tour with Dr. Kata McCarville of the highlights of Grandview Cemetery. Self-
guided tour maps will also be available for pickup at the circulation desk.

Alumni Tailgate — Tailgate area, 1:30-3 p.m. – All are invited to our 
pregame party! The classes of '04, '09 and '14 are celebrating their 5-, 10- and  
15-year reunions. Reunion year attendees will receive a special gift.

Football Alumni Victory Walk — Tailgate area, 1:45 p.m. – 
Gather with fellow Peacock football alums and lead our team to the field.

UIU Homecoming Football 
Game — Harms-Eischeid Stadium,  
3:05 p.m. kickoff – Come cheer the Peacocks 
to victory as they take on Northern State! 
Admission prices are $15 for adults, $10 for  
ages 5-18 and kids under 5 are free.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 6
UIU Women's Soccer — Pattison 
Field, 11 a.m. – UIU vs. Northern State

UIU Men's Soccer — Pattison Field,  
1:30 p.m. – UIU vs. Ashland University

2019 HOMECOMING SCHEDULE: OCTOBER 3-5

TO RSvP, vISIT 
UIU.EDU/HOMECOMING

For more details, contact the Alumni Office  
at 563-425-5388 or alumni@uiu.edu.

1959

1969

For all the details on student-hosted activities,  
check out uiu.edu/getinvolved or visit our Facebook  

page at facebook.com/UIUStudentActivities.

Alumni Access to Library Journals and Articles 
Henderson-Wilder Library – The Library’s Gale Databases are available to alumni to 
search articles in a wide variety of subjects. Gale is a family of full-text databases of 
content from academic journals and general magazines. Stop by to learn about articles 
you're interested in and how to navigate this new tool. 

Additional Info & Resources 
UIU is proud of our beautiful facilities. During your Homecoming visit, we hope you 
make time to tour campus. For those of you who have not been to campus recently and 
may need to access our Campus Map, visit uiu.edu/homecoming. 

Lodging, dining, directions and other travel information can also be accessed from the 
uiu.edu/homecoming page as well. 
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listliss

good run bold

Imagine7th Annual President’s Ball Invites you to

October 4, 2019
Fayette Campus

5:30 p.m. Cocktail Reception
Dinner & Dancing to Follow

Dear Friends, 

It would be our great pleasure for you to join us at the 
7th Annual President’s Ball. Over the years this event 
has become a Homecoming favorite. With generous 
support from our alumni, friends and incredible 
sponsors, we are delighted to have raised over 
$550,000, which has directly supported UIU students 
and capital projects.

This year’s program will highlight an inspiring story 
from UIU alumnus Daniel “Dano” Grayson ’10, along 
with video vignettes featuring a few amazing students 
and alums. Throughout the evening, guests may enjoy 
delectable food, games, prizes and music amongst the 
finest – our Peacock family. 

Sincerely, 

Bill & Sharon Duffy

For more information or to RSVP
call 563-425-5388 or visit

uiu.edu/PresidentsBall

Tickets
Enjoy the early registration 

price of $85 per person. Tickets 
are $100 after September 6.

Sponsorships
An array of sponsorship 

opportunities are available:

For more info or to complete 
a sponsorship form, please 

contact Andrew Wenthe,  
Vice President for External Affairs,  

at wenthea@uiu.edu or 563-425-5348.

Save a Student Seat
Community Partner

Silver
Gold

Platinum
Diamond

• $100
• $300 
• $1,250
• $2,750
• $5,400
• $10,500
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Five students from the Csomay Honors Program graduated 
during the 2019 May Commencement ceremony. Recognized 
for their academic excellence were Caleb Robbins, a financial 

management major from Cedar Rapids, Iowa; William O’Neill, 
an environmental science major from Mason City, Iowa; Alison 
Leuchtenmacher, an accounting and psychology major from Elgin, 
Iowa; Hayley Cessna, a chemistry and life science major from  
Spring Valley, Illinois; and Jacquelyn Arbegast, a birth-grade 3: 
inclusive settings major from Sheffield, Iowa.

“We have participating students from all walks of life, and our honors 
students are ambitious, hardworking, engaged and culturally aware,” 
Csomay Honors Program director Dr. Meghan Jordan said. “Students 
in the honors program represent the university through community 
involvement and engagement, and through their success as students, 
athletes and professionals. They are leaders on campus and in their 
own communities.”

Cessna joined the Csomay Honors Program because she wanted to 
be a part of a group that would push her to be the best student she 
could be. Serving two years as UIU Student Government Association 
president, Cessna was also actively involved in tutoring, the Gamma 
sorority and Peacocks for Progress. She is currently pursuing a 
master’s degree in public administration after graduating from UIU. 

“I wanted the opportunity to meet other people who also took classes 
and studies as seriously as I do,” Cessna said. “As part of the Csomay 
program, I devoted myself to my classes and pushed myself to do 
everything to the best of my ability. I also surrounded myself with 
people who strived for the same excellence with similar work ethic. 
I will now be better prepared for classes in graduate school since the 
UIU science faculty pushed and challenged me.”

Academic success and seeking new challenges has always been 
important to Arbegast. She believes the Csomay program and the 
overall UIU experience has fully prepared her for an early childhood 
education career. 

“I had great support and assistance while completing the Csomay 
Honors program in addition to my major and endorsement 

requirements,” Arbegast said. “The biggest challenge I faced was 
experiencing burnout as my senior year approached. I knew I could 
not give up and looked to my advisor, Dr. Billie Cowley, for assistance. 
I decided to add something new to my education by studying abroad 
in Ireland. This was also an amazing experience and renewed my 
enthusiasm for school.”

An honors student in high school, O’Neill always enjoyed challenging 
himself in the classroom and taking advantage of extra learning 
opportunities when they became available. O’Neill, who will now 
pursue an MBA at UIU, was informed of the Csomay program after 
accepting a Peacock football scholarship.

“There was no hesitation that I was going to submit an application,” 
O’Neill said. “From the coursework, to the friends that I’ve made, 
to the amazing faculty I’ve had the opportunity to work with, I’m 
so grateful that I’ve had the opportunity to be a part of it all. Time 
management plays a large role in maintaining academic excellence 
and learning to balance school work with football practices, games 
and other related activities best prepared me for future success.”

A double major with intentions to attend law school in the fall, 
Leuchtenmacher also noted the importance of effectively scheduling a 
heavy class load and other activities.

“It was a lot of hard work and dedication to maintain academic 
excellence throughout the program,” Leuchtenmacher said. “It was 
rough but worth it. The honors classes were always interesting, and I 
got to know my fellow honors students and professors better.”

In what could be considered advice for any future college student, 
Robbins stressed the need to keep focused on achieving classroom 
success on a daily basis.

“Whether it’s putting in late nights to study or battling to stay ahead 
in class, academic success requires a consistently maintained effort,” 
Robbins said.  

The full story can be viewed in the top featured section of uiubridge.com.

Csomay Honors Program students 
recognized for academic excellence

Assistant Professor of English and Csomay Honors Program director Meghan Jordan is pictured with the 2019 Csomay graduates prior to commencement at Harms-Eischeid Stadium in Fayette. This year’s 
honorees were (l-r) Jacquelyn Arbegast, Sheffield, Iowa; Caleb Robbins, Cedar Rapids, Iowa; William O’Neill, Mason City, Iowa; Alison Leuchtenmacher, Elgin, Iowa; and Hayley Cessna, Spring Valley, Illinois.



Upper Iowa University will induct five members into its Athletics 
Hall of Fame during the 2019 Hall of Fame Weekend, September 
13-14. The honorees are as follows:

Athlete: Dr. Angela (Baldrige)  
Thompson ’04 (Education/English)

A four-year letter winner in women’s 
basketball, Baldrige was named All-Iowa 
Intercollegiate Athletic Conference Second 
Team as a junior in UIU’s final NCAA Division 
III season (2002-03). She scored the fifth most 
points in UIU women’s basketball history– 
1,159, including 445 points as a senior. 
Baldrige also pulled down 590 rebounds 
during her four-year collegiate career.

Special Recognition: Steve ’73  
(Physical Education) and  
Diane Harms ’73 (Psychology)

Steve and Diane Harms are being 
recognized for their philanthropy and 
longtime commitment to Upper Iowa 
University. The couple’s major gifts include 
the endowed cheer program, REC Center 
and academic building renovations and 
the transformation of Harms-Eischeid 
Stadium. Steve and Diane have also been 

instrumental in bringing alumni groups back in the fold and 
encouraging them to invest in UIU’s future. While they attended 
UIU, Steve played four years of football and Diane was a three-year 
member of the cheer team.
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ATHLETICS WRAP-UP
Introducing the Hall of Fame Inductees - Class of 2019

During the 2018-19 academic calendar, 118 Peacock student-athletes 
earned All-Academic honors from the Northern Sun Intercollegiate 
Conference (NSIC). All-Academic Team members must have a 
3.20 cumulative GPA or higher, while a student-athlete must have a 
minimum 3.60 cumulative GPA to be eligible for the more prestigious 
NSIC All-Academic Team of Excellence (marked with an asterisk in 
the list below).

Additionally, the student-athlete must be a member of the varsity 
traveling team, have reached sophomore athletic and academic 
standing at her/his institution (ineligible athletic transfers are also not 
eligible) and must have completed at least one full academic year at 
that institution.

 The 27 winter sport student-athletes and the 48 spring sport athletes 
to earn a place on the honored list appear below.

Women's Indoor Track and Field (10): *Ashley Brady, Serianna 
Dehmlow, *Brinn Grunder, *Breyanna Hill, Erica Kelly, *Kortney 
Lightfoot, Bridgett Madden, *Jenna Ross, *Kenzie Soeken, *Cassiddy 
Wilson; Women's Basketball (7): Amanda Cartney, *Savannah 

Domeyer, Ally Fink, Emma Gaber, 
*Haley Martin, Casey Miles, *Bekka Pierson;  
Wrestling (6): Nick Baumler, Tucker Black, *Jamie Gehling, Dalton 
Hahn, Cody Nelson, Mac Spotts; Men’s Basketball (4): Quentin 
Blaue, Munachiso Okonkwo, *Joe Smoldt, Jareese Williams; Baseball 
(15): *Jack Thode, *Clayton Lieb, *Jake Dale, *Dalton Steere, *Parker 
Kray, *Alex Glick, *Zac Cain, Chris Webber, Emmett Kulick, Colin 
Lacey, Cody Ryan, Riley Braughton, Jeremy Maschino, Mac Wolfe, AJ 
Friedrich; Women's Track & Field (13): *Kortney Lightfoot, *Kenzie 
Soeken, *Jenna Ross, *Ashley Brady, *Breyanna Hill, *Cassiddy 
Wilson, *Gabbie Mohs, *Caitlin Himes, *Brinn Grunder, Erica 
Kelly, Bridgett Madden, Christonna Shafranski, Serianna Dehmlow; 
Softball (12): *Sami Kay Shafranski, *Jaclyn Thompson, *Jenny 
Budds, *Katie Crogan, *Julia Buffington, *Michaela Schumacher, 
*Sydney Wilcox, *Erin Drahozal, *Emily Kisch, *Jordyn Brennan, *Ali 
Green, Payton Kastenschmidt; Men's Golf (4): *Noah Antes, *Logan 
Schweinefus, *Joseph Lensing, Hunter Schulte; Women's Golf (2): 
*Julia Szepieniec, *Maegen Nitta; Tennis (2): *Lara Peco, Shakhnaza 
Zhanatova.

118 Peacocks Earn NSIC All-Academic Honors

Bill Neal ‘72

Dr. Angela (Baldrige)  
Thompson ‘04

Steve ‘73 and Diane  
Harms ‘73 Kevin Stahle ‘97

2019 HALL OF FAME 
WEEKEND EVENTS 
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 13
• Hall of Fame Banquet  

5:30 p.m. Social Hour, 6:30 p.m. Dinner  
& Program – Student Center Ballrooms

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 14
• Men's Soccer vs. Dakota Wesleyan 
 1 p.m. – Pattison Soccer Field

• UIU Home Football Game vs.  
Concordia St. Paul

 6:05 p.m. kickoff – Harms-Eischeid Stadium  
Halftime Hall of Fame On-field Recognition  
Youth Day at UIU – all kids under 18   
admitted FREE

Coach: Bill Neal ’72  
(American History/Physical Education)

For over 36 years, Neal served as a teacher, 
coach and athletic director at Williamsburg 
(Iowa) High School. Inducted into the Iowa 
Association of Track Coaches Hall of Fame in 
2017, he has been named the Iowa Association 
of Track Coaches Girls Track Coach of the Year 
and Senior All-Star Track and Field Coach. 
Neal earned eight Regional Coach of the Year 

awards (five in track and field and three in cross-country) and eight 
Conference Coach of the Year awards in track and field. He has also 
served as an official starter at various state and national cross-country 
and track and field meets.

Athlete: Kevin Stahle ’97 
(Conservation 
Management/
Biology)

A four-year 
letter winner 
on the Peacock 
football team, 
Stahle was 
named a three-
time Iowa 

Intercollegiate Athletic Conference 
Second Team defensive back. He led 
the Peacocks with five interceptions 
in 1996.
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The Northern Sun Intercollegiate Conference 
(NSIC) announced Upper Iowa University's Anna 
Winter as the 2019 Willis R. Kelly Scholar-Athlete 
Award recipient. The Kelly Scholar-Athlete Award, 
in its 34th year, is presented to the NSIC's top 
female student-athlete.  

Winter, a native of Rochester, Minnesota, is a 
mathematics, chemistry and biology triple major at Upper Iowa 
University. The Rochester Mayo High School graduate holds a 4.00 
grade point average while excelling in volleyball for the Peacocks. 
Winter is the first Upper Iowa student-athlete to earn the Kelly 
Award. 

Winter has been on the Athletics Director's Honor Roll every 
semester and is an NSIC All-Academic Team member. She 
has received multiple scholarships, including the G.C. Baker 
Scholarship, Excellence in Mathematics Scholarship and Goebel 
Scholarship. Each scholarship is given to just one recipient per year, 
and recipients are chosen by science and mathematics faculty based 
on academic achievement.

Winter is an active participant on campus and in the community. 
She is a member of Enactus, a mentor for freshmen student-
athletes through the Athlete Peer Educator Program, and a tutor in 
mathematics, biology and chemistry.

On the court, Winter is a two-time All-NSIC performer, earning 
First Team honors this past season. In 2018 she had 404 kills for a 

First Peacock to earn Willis R. Kelly Scholar-Athlete Award

Kortney Lightfoot of Upper Iowa University 
was named the 2019 NSIC Elite 18 Award 
winner for women's outdoor track & field. 
Lightfoot is the third student-athlete from 
Upper Iowa to earn the NSIC Elite 18 Award, 
joining Monica Rohe (women's golf, 2017)  
and Ethan Ducharme (men's golf, 2018).

Lightfoot is a junior majoring in criminal justice and holds a 
4.00 grade point average. The Dubuque, Iowa, native was part 
of the 4X100-meter relay team that finished in 11th place at the 
NSIC Championships with a season best time of 49.96. During 
the 2019 outdoor track and field season, Lightfoot competed 
for the Peacocks in six different events: the 100-meter dash, 
100-meter hurdles, 200-meter run, 400-meter hurdles, 4x100-
meter relay and long jump.

As part of the NSIC 25th Anniversary celebration during the 
2016-17 academic year, the NSIC Elite 18 Award was instituted 
to recognize the true essence of the student-athlete by honoring 
the individual who has reached the pinnacle of competition at 
the NSIC Championship level in his or her sport, while also 
achieving the highest academic standard among his or her peers. 
The NSIC Elite 18 award is presented to the student-athlete with 
the highest cumulative grade-point average participating at the 
finals site for each of the NSIC's 18 Championships.

Kortney Lightfoot earns  
NSIC Elite 18 Award

Winter and Holmes Awarded 
Butch Raymond Scholarship

The Northern Sun Intercollegiate 
Conference (NSIC) is proud to 
announce the presentation of 
the sixth annual Butch Raymond 
Scholarship, sponsored by 
Sanford Health. 

The scholarship, which was 
increased to $240,000 in 2017-18, is divided among selected recipients 
at each of the NSIC member institutions. Upper Iowa's award 
winners are Anna Winter and Gabby Holmes, both from the Peacock 
volleyball program.

Holmes is nearing the end of her pre-med prep and biology degree 
at UIU. The soon-to-be senior from Algona, Iowa, has played in 88 
of UIU's matches of the last three seasons and been an anchor on the 
backline defense. After averaging 2.15 and 2.30 digs/set in her first 
two seasons, Holmes increased her production for UIU as a junior 
with 3.22 digs/set. She has 778 digs in her career and was named the 
NSIC Defensive Player of the Week in early September after averaging 
5.71 digs/set as UIU went undefeated at the UIndy Invitational. Learn 
more about Winter in the Bridge story titled “Anna Winter Receives 
2019 Willis R. Kelly Scholar-Athlete Award.”

The scholarship is in recognition of Butch Raymond, the NSIC 
Commissioner from 2004 to 2014. For over a decade, Raymond led 
the NSIC from an eight-team league to a 16-team super conference. 
During his tenure, the league won 13 team national championships 
while achieving a high level of academic success.

 The scholarship is awarded to one or two student-athletes at each 
of the 16 NSIC institutions. To be eligible for the scholarship, the 
recipient must be a senior academically in 2019-20, have a GPA of 
3.20 or higher, be participating in intercollegiate athletics and plan to 
work in a health-related field or attend graduate school in a health-
related field. The student-athletes will be publicly recognized at a 
home athletic event during the 2019-20 academic year.

Anna Winter   Gabby Holmes

3.88 kill-per-set average while hitting .257 with only 89 errors. In her 
three-year career, she has 880 kills in 84 matches to go with 323 digs 
and 107 blocks.  

Winter was also accepted into the 2019 NASA Summer Training 
Program, a highly competitive program that accepts about 20 
students nationally each year.

The Kelly Award is named in honor of Willis R. Kelly, an associate 
professor of physical education at the University of Minnesota-
Morris. The member institutions of the NSIC nominate one female 
student-athlete for the Kelly Award. The nominees must meet the 
following criteria: a grade point average of 3.5 or better (on a 4.0 
scale), evidence of academic excellence beyond the minimum grade 
point average (scholarship prizes and other academic recognition), 
evidence of participation in the life of the institution, and evidence 
of participation in at least two-thirds of the varsity events of the 
individual's primary sport. The award is voted on by the NSIC Faculty 
Athletic Representatives.

Anna Winter

Kortney Lightfoot
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ATHLETICS WRAP-UP 
Nate Oakland Named Head 
Women's Basketball Coach

Nate Oakland is Upper Iowa’s newest head coach 
and will lead the Peacock women’s basketball 
program. Oakland will be the 14th head coach in the 
44-year history of Peacock women's basketball.

“I am thrilled to be able to bring Nate Oakland into 
the Upper Iowa University family,” Rick Hartzell, 
director of athletics said. “We had a huge pool of 
quality candidates for this head women's basketball 

coaching position, and after an extensive process, Nate rose to the top 
of the pool. I am extraordinarily confident that he is the person to fix 
this program. I will do everything I can to help him be successful here. 
We are looking forward to having a championship women's basketball 
program, in every phase of the program, from academics to the quality 
of play and growth of all the team members very, very soon. Nate's ties 
to Iowa and coaching acumen will lead us on that path to success.”

The Cedar Falls native comes to Upper Iowa from Fargo, N.D., where 
he served as an assistant coach with the women's basketball program 
at North Dakota State University, a NCAA Division I member of the 
Summit League, for the last two years.

“I am ecstatic to be at Upper Iowa and returning home to northeast 
Iowa,” Oakland said. “I am equally excited to return to the head coach 
position and for the challenge that lies ahead as we turn this women's 
basketball program around. Our vision from day one will be to compete 
with the great teams in the Northern Sun Conference, arguably one of 
the toughest NCAA Division II conferences in the country.”

The Peacock women's basketball team finished the 2018-19 season 
with a 3-28 mark and a second straight conference mark of 0-22. 
The Peacocks were led by four players, three of which will return to 
Dorman Memorial Gym for the 2019-20 season. Natalie Dinius (8.5 
ppg), Savannah Domeyer (8.1 ppg) and Bekka Pierson (7.9 ppg) will 
all return to play for Oakland next season, but UIU’s Haley Martin 
(7.2 ppg, 6.1 rpg) graduated in May. UIU’s three wins came against 
Emmaus Bible, Sagrado Corazon (PR) and Rio Piedras (PR). 

 Oakland joined the Bison staff in 2017 after serving as the head 
women's basketball coach at Coe College in Cedar Rapids for the 
2015-16 and 2016-17 seasons. Prior to his time at Coe, Oakland was 
an assistant coach at Wartburg College (2011-15), Coe (2009-11), 
the University of Northern Iowa (2006-09) and the University of 
Minnesota-Morris (2005-06). Throughout his 14 years of coaching, 
Oakland logged thousands of hours in recruiting the Midwest, 
concentrating his efforts in Minnesota, Iowa, Illinois and Missouri.

In addition to coaching basketball, he also led the men's golf team at 
Wartburg for three years and the men's and women's tennis teams 
during his time at Minnesota-Morris.

Oakland graduated from Northern Iowa in 2004 with a bachelor's 
degree in sports psychology and earned a master's degree in sports 
psychology from UNI in 2011.

 He and his wife, Alex, are the parents of five children: daughters 
Jordann and Quinncy and sons Eli, Kaiden and Maddox.

Nate Oakland

Indoor Track and Field
The Peacock indoor track and field team took another huge step 
forward this season as it tied for ninth place in the 2019 NSIC  
Indoor Championships, earning 24 points and All-NSIC honors  
in four events. Brinn Grunder won the conference title in the  
weight throw, with a UIU record throw of 18.72 meters. Grunder 
placed second in the shot put with a team record throw of 14.37 
meters. The Durant, Iowa, native qualified for the NCAA Division 
II Indoor and Outdoor National Championships in both events.

Cassiddy Wilson broke her own school record and claimed fourth 
place in the conference 600-meter run with a time of 1:37.18.  
Breyanna Hill, Erica Kelly, Makenzie Soeken and Wilson teamed 
up in the 4x400-meter relay to run their season-best time of 
4:01.99 and an eighth place finish.  

Baseball 
The Peacocks finished the season with a 12-28 overall record and a 
9-26 mark in the NSIC. Zac Cain earned All-NSIC Second Team 
honors as an outfielder. The Plymouth, Wisconsin, student-athlete 
led the team with a .338 batting average and 46 hits. He posted a 
slugging percentage of .478 fueled by a team-high nine doubles, two 
triples and a pair of homers. Cain scored a team-high 28 runs, while 
driving in 13 Peacocks. Cain posted a fielding percentage of .938 with 
67 putouts and nine assists, while making just five errors.

AJ Friedrich (.357, 51 hits, 29 RBI), Cain, Tony Salato (.338, 51 hits, 
22 RBI) and Riley Braughton (.316, 43 hits, 17 RBI) led the offense, 
while Duncan Snider (3-5, 2.97 ERA, 57.2 IP, 68 Ks), Blake Thiesse 
(2-3, 5.40 ERA, 50 IP, 23 Ks), Clayton Lieb (1-2, 19.2 IP, 19 Ks) and 
Alexander Morales (3-4, 43.2 IP, 35 Ks) led the pitching staff. 

Outdoor Track and Field
The Peacocks placed 12th at the NSIC Outdoor Championships with 
six All-NSIC performers in four events. Brinn Grunder  claimed the 
outdoor shot put title with a mark of 15.14 meters. Grunder also 
placed in the hammer throw, posting the sixth-best toss at 50.39 
meters. Both marks reset program records for UIU.

Cassiddy Wilson also claimed a pair of All-NSIC honors in the 
400-meter hurdles and as part of the 4x400-meter relay team. Wilson 
placed eighth in the 400-meter hurdles after crossing in a time of 
1:04.14. The sophomore also ran the third leg of UIU's 4x400-relay 
team that placed seventh. Wilson, Breyanna Hill, Jenna Ross, and 
Kenzie Soeken combined to finish the race in a time of 3:58.79.  

Women’s Golf
Upper Iowa placed fifth at the NSIC Women's Golf Championship 
in Morton, Minnesota. Falling just 10 strokes shy of third place, UIU 
turned in scores of 339 and 335 before carding a final round 331. Ilayna 
Long tied for eighth on the individual leaderboard and led the Peacocks 
with rounds of 83, 77 and 82. Mackayla Olsen turned in scores of 85, 82 
and 82 to tie for 14th. Maegen Nitta finished 22nd after scoring a 84, 92 
and 78. Brooke Knutson tied for 34th (87, 96, 89) and Jaden Schweinefus 
placed 42nd (96, 84, 97) to round out UIU's team scoring.

Brinn Grunder



Men’s Golf Claims First Two-Day 
Tournament Title

Upper Iowa placed 15th at the 2019 NCAA Division II Championships 
in March, led by All-Americans 133-pounder Justin Folley (7th) and 
197-pounder Nick Baumler (3rd). The All-American honor was the 
second straight for Baumler, who placed seventh in Cedar Rapids in 
2018. Maleek Williams and Brock Benitz also qualified and posted 
wins at the NCAA Championships, coming up just one win shy of 
All-American recognition. Upper Iowa claimed four runner-ups and 
a pair of fourth-place finishes, while placing third at the NCAA Super 
Region V Tournament in late February. 

Upper Iowa ended the season with an 8-6 dual meet record that 
included the program's 12th shutout under Head Coach Heath Grimm, 
and wins over No. 25 Northern State, No. 20 UMary and Southwest 
Minnesota State (RV). UIU placed eighth at the National Wrestling 
Coaches Association (NWCA) National Duals, marking the eighth 

straight year that UIU has 
placed in the premier team 
event. The Peacocks finished the 
NSIC season with a 5-3 mark 
and four wrestlers named All-
NSIC: Benitz (1st), Folley (2nd), 
Dalton Hahn (2nd) and Triston 
Westerlund (2nd). 

Twelve Peacock wrestlers earned NWCA Scholar All-American 
honors this year. The honored Peacocks were  Cody Nelson, Jamie 
Gehling, Nick Baumler, Tucker Black, Aaron Maloy, Dalton Nelson, 
Tanner Prochaska, Mac Spotts, Jordan Baumler, Connor Manderfeld, 
Tate Murty and Donny Schmit.

Wrestling Places 15th at NCAA DII Championships with two  
All-American Honors Earned

Justin Folley Nick Baumler

The Upper Iowa men's golf team posted a stroke average of 307.2 this 
season, led by sophomore Chris Cooksley (74.2 stroke average) and 
junior Logan Schweinefus (75.6). The Peacocks had a solid spring, 
winning their first 36-hole tournament at the NCAA Division II level 
at Prairie Links in Waverly in their annual UIU Spring Invite. At the 

NSIC Championships, the Peacocks carded 
rounds of 316 and 319 over the first two 

rounds before putting together a solid 301 
to finish in seventh at +84.

Chris Cooksley was named to the 
All-NSIC Men’s Golf Second Team. 

The Winthrop, Iowa, product saved his 
best for last with a 68 in his final round 
at the NSIC Men's Golf Championships. 
Cooksley earned a fifth-place finish at the 
conference tournament and a spot on  
the NSIC All-Tournament  
Team.

Women’s Tennis  
All-NSIC Awards
Upper Iowa (3-9, 2-9 NSIC) won a 
pair of matches this season in the 
NSIC against St. Cloud State (4-3) 
and Minnesota Crookston (6-1). 
Two Peacocks earned All-NSIC 
honors for their season efforts. 
Shakhnaza Zhanatova earned a 
spot on the All-NSIC Second Team 
for singles and shared an All-NSIC 
Third Team spot with Maryke 
Badenhorst in doubles. Zhanatova, 
who was named an All-NSIC per-
former for the second-straight year, 
went 6-3 in No. 1 single matches. 
The junior from Almaty, Kazakh-
stan, owns a 23-11 career singles 
record. Zhanatova and Badenhorst 
posted a 7-3 doubles mark against 
NSIC opponents.
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Upper Iowa (23-24, 15-15 NSIC) earned the No. 8 seed in the NSIC 
Softball Tournament, returning to the postseason for the first time 
since winning 41 games and the NSIC Tournament in 2016. 

Sophomore first baseman Katie Crogan earned a spot on both the All-
NSIC Second Team and All-NSIC Gold Glove Team. The Watertown, 
Wisconsin, native led the team in almost every major category includ-
ing hits (40), home runs (7), RBI (33), batting average (.412), slugging 
percentage (.691), on-base percentage (.467) and total bases (67). 

Around the conference, Crogan drove in the fifth most runs in the 
league and tied for sixth in total hits.

Crogan is just the third Peacock to receive an NSIC Gold Glove award 
since the conference began recognizing the team in 2012. Shelby Crist 
garnered the first Gold Glove as a catcher in 2015, followed by Riley 

Kruel, who was named to the 2016 Gold Glove Team as the Peacock 
shortstop. Crogan recorded 186 putouts and added seven assists 
without making a single error in UIU's 30 conference games. For 
the season, Crogan garnered a fielding percentage of .993 with 285 
putouts and eight assists.

In addition to Crogan, five other Peacocks hit above .300 for the 
season: senior Julia Buffington (.364, 5 HR), juniors Jordyn Brennan 
(.316), Ali Green (.310), Kennedy Newell (.305) and freshman Kaylee 
Frenette (.329). In the circle, junior Emily Kisch led the Peacock 
pitchers with a 3.59 ERA and an 11-10 record with over 126 innings 
pitched. Senior Jaclyn Thompson posted an ERA of 4.76 with a 
5-8 mark in 78 innings of work. The Peacocks will say goodbye to 
Buffington, Thompson, Erin Drahozal (.279, 7 HR, 53 IP, 5.02 ERA), 
Sami Kay Shafranski (.268, 11 SB) and Jenny Budds (.259, 9 SB).

Softball Returns to NSIC Postseason
Brinn Grunder

Chris Cooksley

Shakhnaza Zhanatova
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ALUMNI ASSOCIATION UPDATE

At UIU you receive an Education Built for Life  plus multiple 
second chance opportunities. From 1996 until retirement, 

my military career required significant travel, causing me to miss 
my graduation day. However, making the trip from  New Mexico 
was definitely worth the priceless joy of walking across the 
commencement stage." Wacinque Amistad Kaizen BeMende ‘96

White Sands Missile Range, New Mexico
(Second Chance Commencement participant)

The Alumni Association Board of Directors has been making great strides at offering innovative ways for alums to connect to UIU. 

One exciting accomplishment this year was launching the Second Chance Commencement 
program. For a multitude of reasons, some alums are unable to participate in Commencement 
the year they graduated. The Alumni Association wanted to provide an opportunity for those 
individuals to formally receive their diploma years later. Traveling all the way from Washington, 
New Mexico, Pennsylvania, Florida and beyond, thirteen alums participated in the Fayette 
Commencement ceremony on May 4, 2019.

Second Chance Commencement

‐ WELCOME WAGON:  Extend a personal welcome to new alumni  
who move into your state.

‐ LOCAL RESOURCE:  Share expertise about your home state  
(or city) and respond to alumni questions in a timely manner.

‐ STAFF SUPPORT:  Work closely with the Alumni Association and the  
Alumni Office on events and outreach activities occurring in your state.

‐ BE INFORMED:  Stay up to date and be knowledgeable about  
University achievements, needs, goals, programs and mission –  
and share the message with others!

‐ RECRUITMENT:  Be on the lookout for opportunities within  
your state that can help promote UIU and/or recruit students.

‐ CAREER ADVISER:  Field questions related to career development 
opportunities (e.g., career fairs, jobs, internships, career advice).

This program is another way for you to get involved with your alma 
mater; give your time and talent by serving as a leader in your area.  

Apply today to become a  Peacock Ambassador at 
uiu.edu/PeacockAmbassador

Peacock Ambassador Program – Be a Leader. Share Your Knowledge. Spread Peacock Pride. 

WANTED — BOARD MEMBERS: The Alumni Association is seeking additional alumni to serve on the Board 
of Directors. To share your time, talent, ideas and unique perspective for the betterment of the Association, please 
complete the online application form at uiu.edu/AlumniAssociation. Application deadline is September 6. 

This volunteer appointed board of directors also continues to grow the Peacock 
Ambassador program. Its goal is to utilize ambassadors to build relationships with 
UIU alumni who reside in the United States, but are not already represented  
 by an alumni chapter, nor have a UIU educational center nearby. Several  
 ambassador positions remain; those who are interested in the program are  
 encouraged to apply! 
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Upper Iowa University has announced two newly endowed 
scholarships that will be awarded for the first time during the 
2019-20 academic year.  

The May (Cliff) Davig Scholarship was recently endowed by May 
Davig ’95 and her husband, Dale. May was working in the chancellor’s 
office at the University of Wisconsin-Madison when she was 
encouraged by a coworker to complete her degree. May attended 
UIU’s Madison Center, where she earned a bachelor’s degree in 
management in 1995. 

The scholarship will be awarded by the Honors and Awards 
Committee to nontraditional adult learners. All scholarships will 
be for one academic year, but are renewable so long as satisfactory 
academic progress is maintained. If, in a particular year, there 
are no qualified applicants, the University shall reserve the funds 
for subsequent years when qualified applicants are identified. 
Scholarships awarded by the fund will be applied to the cost of 

attending the University.

The Joyce A. Lang Teacher Education 
Scholarship was also recently started at 
UIU. Gerald Lang established the endowed 
scholarship in tribute to his wife, Joyce (Ries) 
Lang ’66, in recognition of her 44-year career 
as a public school educator.

 

The scholarship will be awarded to an Iowa resident attending Fayette 
Campus and majoring in teacher education (pre-K through 6th 
grade). The scholarship recipient will be an incoming freshman with 
financial need and a cumulative 3.0 or better grade point average. 
Eligible students will submit a letter describing why they want to 
pursue a career in teaching. Preference will be given to a student from 
rural Iowa. The scholarship is renewable through the recipient’s senior 
year (maximum of four years). Upon awarding of the scholarship, 
recipients will receive a biographical sketch of Joyce (Ries) Lang. The 
biographical sketch can be viewed on http://bit.ly/2Kxt1D1.

“The establishment of these and similar scholarships are linked to 
the philosophies that Upper Iowa University shares with the donors 
in recognizing the need of students to earn a degree to fully reach 
their educational and career goals,” Upper Iowa University President 
William R. Duffy said. “The entire University greatly appreciates their 
gifts in establishing these scholarships and in joining our growing 
number of alumni and friends who are truly ‘paying it forward’.”

Approximately 175 scholarships are awarded each spring as part of 
the annual UIU Scholarships and Awards Banquet. The list of 2019 
recipients can be found on Bridge Online at https://bit.ly/2F9G7BZ.

For more information about how to establish or contribute to an 
endowed scholarship or program, or to become a Heritage Society 
member, please contact the UIU Office of Institutional Advancement 
and Alumni Development at alumni@uiu.edu or (563) 425-5388.
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Endowments to benefit nontraditional and education students

Joyce A. Lang ‘66

Upper Iowa University’s pre-professional programming helps 
students prepare for admission to professional schools and 
their future careers, while they earn their respective bachelor’s 

degree. Projected to graduate from Pacific University College of 
Optometry in 2021, Billy Auer ’17 counts himself among the recent 
alumni who are currently benefitting from their pre-professional 
experience.

Graduating with a Bachelor of Science degree in biology, Auer initially 
chose to attend UIU because of the welcoming environment that 
started with the faculty and staff during his application process. The 
Guttenberg, Iowa, native recalls feeling right at home from the moment 
he stepped on Fayette Campus.

“I knew it was a place that would point me in the right direction to 
succeed,” Auer said. “There is no denying that Fayette, Iowa, is a small 
place to live, but the people affiliated with the Peacock community 
really make the time spent there especially memorable. I wouldn’t have 
changed my experience there for anything.”

Auer praised UIU faculty for welcoming students as their peers and 
taking the time to know each individual student outside the academic 
setting. Because of UIU’s small class sizes and the frequency at which 
the classes meet every week, the students and faculty form a working 
relationship that everyone strives to maximize in allowing each student 
to succeed. While attending UIU, Auer worked closely with her pre-
professional advisor Dr. Sara Sheeley, associate professor of biology. 

“As my academic advisor, Dr. Sheeley helped 
me extensively with my application process into 
optometry school,” Auer said. “There were many 
times she believed in me when I did not. I am 
grateful for her efforts with not only me, but 
also every student she encounters. The graduate 
application process can be long and challenging, 
but it is much more manageable when you have  
an experienced faculty on your side.”

Auer believes one of the most underrated aspects of the college 
experience is the ability to form new relationships with other 
colleagues. He noted the culture at UIU welcomes the idea of small 
group discussions and providing leadership opportunities in and out of 
the classroom. He has since learned that these experiences can take a 
person a long way in life, especially in a professional setting. 

“I am thankful UIU allowed me to be exposed to so many pre-
professional experiences so early in my college career,” Auer said. 
“UIU provided a smooth transition for me when I came in as an 
undergraduate, making sure I was catered to every step during my 
journey. The pre-professional program did the same for me as I 
transitioned from undergraduate to graduate school. This movement 
forward can be very challenging at times, but because of the close 
relationships I was able to form with my peers and faculty through 
the pre-professional program, there was always an endless amount of 
support along the way.”

Future optician benefits from pre-professional experience

Billy Auer ‘17 



CLASS NOTES

Patrick Nefzger ’63, Iowa City, Iowa, 
was honored as the vice president of the 
University of Iowa’s historic and most 
prestigious Faculty Club, The Triangle Club, 
in October 2018. 

Lanny Kuehl ’68, Garnavillo, Iowa, received 
the NAIFA-Iowa Unsung Hero Award after 
more than 45 years at New York Life.

Stephen Regan ’69, Cedar Rapids, Iowa, 
accepted a new position as president of the 
Iowa Council of the Navy League.

1970s Three UIU alumni 
attending the NCAA Division I Wrestling 
Championship in Pittsburgh were Alan “Al” 
Cook ’72, Manchester, Iowa; Richard “Rick” 
Gerber ’74, Allison Park, Pennsylvania; and 
William “Bill” Roths ’74, Cedar Falls, Iowa. 

 

James Mazziotti ’75, 
Bend, Oregon, 
published his book, 
‘The Challenge,’ How 
144 Letters Changed 
My Life, the Life of My 

Son, and Will Change Your Life Too. 
The story is about his life challenges 
and how inspirational letters helped 
him succeed. 

1960s Kip ’62 and Eileen Knight, Kennett 
Square, Pennsylvania, pose to show off their UIU  
spirit in two locations — Tashkent Museum of  
Railway Techniques in Tashkent, Uzbekistan (above); 
and Altyn Shanyrak Monument at Independence Park  
in Shymkent, Kazakhstan (right).

1980s Lynnette (Masters) 
Rochford ’89, Oelwein, Iowa, retired from 
her Title-1 teaching position at Oelwein 
High School. She was with the district for 21 
years.

1990s Bob Steinburg ’90, Edenton, 
North Carolina, accepted a new position as 
chairman of the Senate Select Committee on 
Prison Safety. 

Macy (Dettbarn) Crawford ’91, Arlington, 
Iowa, retired from her rec-prep teaching 
position at Oelwein High School. She was 
with the district for three years. 

Kris Hansen ’92, Waterloo, Iowa, received 
the Legacy Award from the Greater Cedar 
Valley Alliance & Chamber. 

Timothy Reisch ’94, Howard, South Dakota, 
retired June 2019 from the South Dakota 

National Guard. Reisch’s career 
in both law enforcement and 
military was very notable. 

Ben Corell ’95, Harpers Ferry, 
Iowa, was promoted to adjutant 
general of the Iowa National 
Guard.

That's a whole lot of fish! 

Members of the former Foxes 
fraternity gathered together on their 
annual vacation getaway in August 
2018. The destination for this year's 
adventure was a fishing excursion off 
the shores of Sitka, Alaska. 

The group included  (l-r) Keith ’74 
and Debra “Debby” (Gent) ’74 
Scholle, Port Charlotte, Florida; 
Richard “Rick” ’73 and Janie (Bowen) 
Knipper, Iowa City, Iowa; and Ronda 
and Jim ’73 Parsons, Destin, Florida. 

By the looks of the photo, the crew 
did well catching loads of fish while 
proudly displaying their issue of The 
Bridge. 
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(From left) Upper Iowa University's 
President William R. Duffy joined Keurig 
Dr. Pepper Inc. key account manager Ming 
Thong ’97, ’99 and North Fayette Valley 
High School special education teacher 
Garrett Crandall ’01 in the opening of the 
student-run Java Hawks at the high school in  
West Union, Iowa. 

Michelle 
(LaPole) Bales 
’99, West Des 
Moines, Iowa, 
traveled to Italy 
in May 2018 
and Dubai in 
September 

2018. During her 
travels, she snapped a 
photo of the Leaning 
Tower of Pisa (top)
and another with her 
copy of The Bridge 
magazine in front of 
the tallest building 
in the world, Burj 
Khalifa.

Micheal “Mike” Schrock ’99, Urbana,  
Iowa, is the new Director of Prospect 
Development in the UIU Alumni Office  
at Fayette Campus. 

2000s Ronald “Ron” Crooker ’02, 
West Union, Iowa, was selected for the Parks 
and Rec Community Award, presented by 
the West Union Chamber. He was honored 
at the January 2019 banquet. 

Mario Weekley ’02, Gulfport, Mississippi, 
was named the new Chief of Police for the 
Biloxi Schools Campus Police Department, 
in Biloxi, Mississippi.  

Zach Zimmerman ’02, Janesville, Iowa, 
accepted the position of head principal in 
Waterloo at Irving Elementary School for  
the fall of 2019. 

Melissa (Lindquist) ’03 and William 
Grimes, Ankeny, Iowa, celebrated their 15th 
wedding anniversary by traveling to Ireland 
in September 2018. As a former UIU soccer 
player, Melissa posed with her copy of The 
Bridge at the National Football Stadium at 
Windsor Park in Belfast, Ireland.

Natalie Brown ’05, Cedar Falls, Iowa, 
opened a storefront business in Cedar Falls 
called Just Dough, an edible cookie dough 
venture. Brown is also the entrepreneur of 
the well-known business Scratch Cupcakery.

Thomas Hampton ’05, Prairie du Chien, 
Wisconsin, was inducted as a fourth degree 
member of Campion Council 1840 Knights 
of Columbus on November 11, 2018. He 
continues his employment at Miniature 
Precision Components in Prairie du Chien 
with over 30 years of service.

Tia (Williams) Shaffer '05, Arlington, Iowa, 
was awarded the American Association of 
Family & Consumer Sciences (AAFCS) Iowa 
Affiliate’s Newcomer of the Year award.

Blaire (McCuen) Anderson ’06, Montana, 
accepted a position as an elementary Title I 
Reading teacher in Corvallis, Montana. 

Alex Hansen ’07, Waterloo, Iowa, has been 
named the Becker Elementary Principal for 
the 2019-20 school year.

Taiya Stevens ’09, Vinton, Iowa, started a 
new position as patient care coordinator at 
VGM Group. She previously worked at Ross 
Marketing. 

Elaine Tan ’09, Mount Pleasant, Iowa, 
moved back to Iowa after eight years in 
Kentucky. She was hired as director of 
service learning and academic support at 
Iowa Wesleyan University.

2010s Jamie Zabel ’09 & ’12, 
Ankeny, Iowa, accepted a position as 
associate principal at East High School  
in Des Moines. He will begin his duties  
in the fall.  

Tammy (Matthias) Fleming ’10, Jesup, 
Iowa, was promoted to vice president and 
personal trust officer at Community Bank 
and Trust. She has been employed there 
since 2011, and has been in the banking 
industry for over 30 years. 

Tanya Geer '10, Waterloo, Iowa, was recently 
promoted to Team Lead - Customer Service 
and Collections Team at the Courier-
Regional Finance Department. 

Jeff Merkle ’10, ’12, Fayette, Iowa, was 
named Iowa Advocate of the Year. The 
Advocate of the Year is a single individual or 
organization that has been the most active 
and vocal advocate for after school and out-
of-school time over the past year.

Sean Williams ’10, Humble, Texas, retired 
from the U.S. Army on September 1, 2018, 
after 24+ years of service. 

Paul Lamar Hunt ’12 of Racine, Wisconsin, 
appeared on the nationally syndicated  
Face The Truth TV show. Hunt became the 
first child in his family out of 21 siblings to 
graduate from college. 

Shannon (Shepard) Campbell ’13, West Des 
Moines, Iowa, was named associate principal 
for Valley High School in Des Moines, Iowa. 
Prior to this position, Campbell taught 
middle school for six years.

Joshua Fox ’13, Chatfield, Minnesota, 
accepted a position as editorial assistant at 
Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota. 

CLASS NOTES



Mario ’02, and Trenisha 
Weekley, Gulfport, 
Mississippi, welcomed 
their fourth child, a 
daughter named  
Madison Grace on 
February 25, 2019.

Christopher “Chris” ’10 
and Heidi (McKean) ’12 
Wlezien, Austin, Texas, 
welcomed their son, 
Jordan James Wlezien,  
on December 22, 2018. 
He joins his very proud 
big brother, Cameron. 

Allyssa Joseph ’12,  
and her husband, 
DaQuan Jewell, 
welcomed a baby 
girl, Aspen Marysol,  
on April 2, 2019.

Victor ’14 and Kayla 
(Bergman) ’14 
Coronado, Sumner, 
Iowa, welcomed their 
second child, Cambrie, 
on January 25, 2019.

Nate ’05 and Kiana 
Lamphier, Lake City, 
Iowa, welcomed their 
daughter, Kamri Grace 
Lamphier, on 
December 28, 2018.

Ty ’14 and Samantha 
(Thrapp) ’14 Grunder, 
Davenport, Iowa, welcomed 
their first child, Finnley 
“Finn” Leonard Grunder, at 
9:40 a.m. on November 5, 
2018. He was 9 lbs. and 2 oz.
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Kim (Brune) Knapp ’13, Fayette, Iowa, was 
hired as the data processing specialist for 
Upper Iowa University's Fayette Campus.

Raymond “Ray” Kociolek ’13, Bowling 
Green, Kentucky, earned his doctorate 
of chiropractic from Palmer College of 
Chiropractic on February, 22, 2019, and 
began his career at Bluegrass Chiropractic  
in Bowling Green, Kentucky, on March 1. 

Melissa (Eich) Baskerville ’14, Cedar Falls, 
Iowa, joined VGM Group in Waterloo, 
Iowa, as an accounts receivable associate in 
corporate accounting.

Christopher “Chris” Paulus ’15, Ionia, 
Iowa, was hired to teach third grade at New 
Hampton Elementary. 

Joan (Jeys) Rice ’15, Waterloo, Iowa, was 
promoted at Lincoln Savings Bank to assistant 
vice president/Trust Officer at the Tower Park 
location.

Alisha Andera ’16, Mason City, Iowa,  
began as the three-year-old preschool and 
special education teacher at New Hampton 
Elementary. 

Jennifer Mundt ’16, Utica, Minnesota, 
accepted the positions of elementary physical 
education teacher and head volleyball coach 
in the North Fayette-Valley School District.

Matthew “Matt” Paulus ’16, Lawler, Iowa, 
accepted the high school special education 
teacher position in the New Hampton School 
District.

Jordan Rinken ’16, Sumner, Iowa, began as 
an assistant wrestling coach for the Peacock 
Wrestling team. Rinken wrestled while 
attending Upper Iowa University. 

Jody Bean ’17, West Des Moines, Iowa, will 
be a special education teacher at Studebaker 
Elementary in Des Moines.

Logan Hopp ’17, Decorah, Iowa, was hired 
as an assistant wrestling coach for UIU. Hopp 
wrestled during his time at Upper Iowa.

Jennifer “Jen” (Blackburn) Apt ’18, 
Pleasant Hill, Iowa, was hired as an academic 
interventionist at Hoyt Middle School with 
Des Moines Public Schools. Jennifer will work 
with sixth, seventh, and eighth graders. 

Steven Baldus ’18, Des Moines, Iowa, is a 
Government, World Geography, and Special 
Education teacher at Woodward Academy. 

McKinzie Bark ’18, Camanche, Iowa, 
accepted a second grade teaching position 
working in the Clinton, Iowa, school district.

Emilie Bassett ’18, De Soto, Iowa, is teaching 
Special Education at West Central Valley 
Community School District in Dexter, Iowa.

Erik Cunningham ’18, Loves Park, Illinois, 
accepted a position as a special education 
teacher at Waukee High School.

Eleanor “Ellie” (Fuhriman) Dunlap ’18, 
Norwalk, Iowa, was hired to teach seventh 
and eighth grade art at Goddard Middle 
School with the Goddard Public Schools in 
Goddard, Kansas. 

Jillian Emery ’18, Decorah, Iowa, accepted a 
position with Crossroads Academy working 
with students with special education needs.

Kristin Fisher ’18, Gays Mills, Wisconsin, 
signed a contract with Prairie Catholic in 
Prairie du Chien, Wisconsin, for part-time 
reading interventionist and part-time middle 
school reading teacher. 

CLASS NOTES

Ryan ’03 and Karsyn 
Jensen, Urbandale, Iowa, 
welcomed their daughter, 
Georgia Bronaline Jensen, 
on November 20, 2018. She 
was 7 lbs. and 10 oz.



Do you have something 
special to share with 

us? We want to 
know about it!

Contact the Office of Institutional 
Advancement & Alumni Development 

at 563-425-5388 or  alumni@uiu.edu. 
Thank you!
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Sashea Flaws ’18, Carlisle, Iowa, will be 
a sixth grade teacher at Winterset Middle 
School.  

Brent Garland ’18, Waverly, Iowa, was 
promoted to supervisor after five years at  
CBE Companies in Waterloo. 

Erica Gronowski ’18, Strawberry Point, 
Iowa, accepted a position as a middle school 
special educator in the North Fayette Valley 
School District. 

Tessa Herron ’18, West Union, Iowa, 
accepted a fourth grade teaching position 
with Starmont Community School District in 
Arlington, Iowa, for the fall of 2019. 

Melissa (Borst) Karp ’19, Winterset, Iowa, 
accepted a sixth grade reading position at 
Winterset Middle School for fall 2019. 

Tonya (Turner) Mastin ’18, Waterloo, Iowa, 
accepted a second grade teaching position 
for the Waterloo School District. She began 
teaching in January 2019.

Katherine ‘Kate’ Matheis '18, Silvis, Illinois, 
teaches third grade at Southwest Elementary 
in Geneseo, Illinois. 

Molly McCarthy ’18, West Des Moines, Iowa, 
was recently hired to teach special education 
at Underwood High School in Underwood, 
Iowa. 

Madison “Madi” Meier ’18, Marion, Iowa, 
kicked off the new year with her new 
fourth grade teaching position at Hoover 
Elementary in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 

Jessica (Helms) Moore ’18, Griswold, Iowa, 
will teach kindergarten in the Griswold 
Community School District in Griswold, Iowa.

Cody Nelson ’18, Greene, Iowa, will be an 
industrial technology teacher at West Central 
Valley High School in Stuart, Iowa. 

Melissa Ward ’18, Waukon, Iowa, accepted 
a position teaching sixth grade math and 
technology at Waukon Middle School. 

Brian Waskow ’18, Sumner, Iowa, was hired 
to be the industrial technology instructor at 
Starmont High School in Arlington, IA.

Mykal Wildman ’18, Marshalltown, Iowa, 
was hired to teach ESL at Marshalltown High 
School and Fisher Elementary.

Lauren Wombles ’18, Fayette, Iowa, began 
as the graduate assistant for annual giving in 
fall 2018. Wombles works directly with UIU's 
Advancement and Alumni Office. 

Wilson Amely ’19, Clinton, Iowa, will begin 
as a fifth grade teacher at the Clinton, Iowa, 
school district. 

Jacquelyn “Jacee” Arbegast ’19, Sheffield, 
Iowa, was hired to teach K-5 Special 
Education at Panorama Elementary in fall 
2019.

Kristy Carr ’19, Leclaire, Iowa, was hired to 
teach high school math in the Clinton, Iowa, 
school district.

Christopher Christianson ’19, Waverly, 
Iowa, was hired as a regional account 
executive at Courier/Amplified Digital.

Courtney Clayberg ’19, Ankeny, Iowa, will 
be a first grade teacher at Clarke Community 
School District in Osceola, Iowa. 

Dakota Gray ’19, Decorah, Iowa, accepted a 
position teaching special education at South 
Winneshiek Elementary School. 

Tiffany Hasstedt ’19, Boone, Iowa, accepted 
the special education teacher position at 
Franklin Elementary in Boone. 

Hannah Holthaus ’19, Plainfield, Iowa, was 
hired to be a Social Studies and Language 
Arts teacher at Wilton Middle School. 

Abby Huhe ’19, Cresco, Iowa, accepted 
a second grade position at Notre Dame 
Catholic School in Cresco, Iowa.

Haylie Krumwiede ’19, Waverly, Iowa, 
accepted the position of mortgage lender at 
First National Bank.

Gabrielle “Gabbie” Mohs ’19, 
Fredericksburg, IA, was hired as a sixth 
grade teacher at Iowa Valley Elementary in 
Marengo, Iowa. 

Billy Noecker ’19, West Union, Iowa, was 
offered and accepted an elementary teaching 
position with the New Town, North Dakota, 
School District.

Alyson Rickabaugh ’19, Van Meter, Iowa, 
accepted a special education teaching 
position at Oak Park Elementary in Des 
Moines.

Elizabeth “Lizzie” Van Dyk ’19, Carlisle, 
Iowa, was hired as the new records processing 
specialist at UIU's Fayette Campus.

Anna Winter ’19, Rochester, Minnesota, 
received the Willis R. Kelly Scholar-Athlete 
Award from the NSIC.

CLASS NOTES

Steven Harnack (left) ’65, Riceville, Iowa, 
pictured with his son, Bart Harnack (right) 
’96, Montgomery, Minnesota, and grandson, 
Brandon Harnack ’19, Montgomery, 
Minnesota. All three generations attended 
and graduated from Upper Iowa University. 
Steven worked as an educator for 35 years and 
recently retired as principal of Riceville School 
District. Bart currently works as vice president 
of Taylor Logistics in Northfield, Minnesota. 
Brandon is pursuing his degree in education 
and will finish in December after completing 
his student teaching assignments.

Three generations of UIU graduates



IN MEMORIAM
Tamyra Allen ’16 
12/25/2018, Alexandria, Louisiana

Jeffrey Fairley ’15 
01/11/2019, New Orleans, Louisiana

James Gray ’95 
12/26/2018, Wataga, Illinois

Ernest Cahoon ’76 
04/12/2019, Lake Worth, Florida

Howard Rappold ’75 
01/03/2019, Pensacola, Florida

David Bolger ’73 
12/29/2018, Longboat Key, Florida

Marilyn (Eide) Dahl ’73 
03/22/2019, Johnston, Iowa

Charles Frieden ’70 
05/08/2019, Elgin, Iowa

Daphine (Oltrogge) Lundt ’67 
12/31/2018, Fairbank, Iowa

Marlene (Schmidtke) Horan ’66 
02/08/2019, Stanley, IA

Marjorie (Meints) Henderson ’65 
04/12/2019, Cedar Rapids, Iowa

William Lewis ’65 
02/13/2019, Cold Spring, Minnesota

Lee Sill ’65 
01/09/2019, Cresco, Iowa

Terry Johnson ’62 
06/09/2019, Milpitas, California

Gene Klinge ’62 
01/16/2019, Harpers Ferry, Iowa

Jack Roberts ’62 
04/28/2019, Urbandale, Iowa

William Burke ’61 
02/09/2019, Elkader, Iowa

John Yearous ’59 
04/26/2019, Sumner, Iowa

Charles Baugous ’56 
03/26/2019, Ankeny, Iowa

Charles Pearl ’56 
01/04/2019, East Lansing, Michigan

Darlys Dickman ’55 
01/07/2019, Cedar Rapids, Iowa

Sharil (Ramsey) Ogle ’55, ’71
04/13/2019, Wadena, Iowa

Mariellyn (Thune) Runyan ’55 
01/08/2019, La Porte City, Iowa

Edith (Pranskunas) Hogarty ’50 
02/01/2019, Iowa City, Iowa

Donna (Hood) Waggoner ’48, ’60
03/30/2019, Hiawatha, Iowa

Patricia (Candee) Nus ’46 
01/13/2019, Cedar Park, Texas

FORMER STUDENTS
John Halulakos 
02/11/2019, Reading, Pennsylvania

Evelyn (Bruening) Opperman
01/04/2019, Hawkeye, Iowa

Susan (Loterbour) Paige
04/23/2019, Ely, Iowa
 
Vernita (Nodurft) Pape
01/29/2019, Maynard, Iowa

Sylvia (Rogness) Peterson
12/18/2018, West Union, Iowa

William Philips
04/16/2019, Spring Hill, Florida

Isabelle (Johnson) Severson
02/11/2019, Belle Plaine, Iowa

Marjorie (Minger) Strudthoff
03/23/2019, Hawkeye, Iowa

Fred Thompson
05/23/2019, South Bend, Indiana

Richard Biggart
01/11/2019, Anamosa, Iowa

Art Borton 
12/15/2018, Nevada, Iowa

‘IN MEMORIAM’ SUBMISSIONS 
Should you learn of the passing of a fellow Peacock, please notify  
the Office of Institutional Advancement & Alumni Development

Phone: 563-425-5388  | Email: alumni@uiu.edu 
or send us a note to P.O. Box 1857, Fayette, IA 52142
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In honor of their memory,  
we proudly recognize 
these Peacocks.



Our Peacock family, made up of over 41,000 individuals, is located all over the world. 
The Alumni Office organizes events throughout the year to build relationships with 
alums and offer networking opportunities for them to utilize. Feel free to send event 
suggestions our way — we’re always looking for new cities to visit, venues to explore 
and experiences for you to enjoy.

Please contact us if you’ve relocated, so we can update our records and make sure you 
receive your event invites. We look forward to seeing you at an upcoming event soon!
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 July 21-27:  Team Peacock Rides RAGBRAI –  
  visiting various cities along the route

 August 22-24:  California Social 

 September 4:  Indiana Social – Indianapolis, Indiana 

 September 5:  Ohio Social – Columbus, Ohio

 September 13-14:  Hall of Fame Weekend – Fayette, Iowa

 September 14:  Softball Alumni Game – Fayette, Iowa

 September 15:  Baseball Alumni Game – Fayette, Iowa

 September 27-29:  E.Y.E. 50th Reunion – Fayette, Iowa

 October 3-5:  Homecoming – Fayette, Iowa 

 October 5:  Acacia Reunion – Fayette, Iowa

 October 24-26:  Texas Social 

 October 25:  Minnesota Social – Minneapolis, Minnesota

 November 8-9:  Kansas City Social – Kansas City, Missouri

 December 3:  Giving Tuesday

 December 12-14:  Ugly Sweater Tour 
  – Dec. 12 - Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
  – Dec. 13 - Madison, Wisconsin 
  – Dec. 14 - Rockford, Illinois

 January 21:  Arizona Social 

2019 ALUMNI CALENDAR OF EVENTS
milwaukee alumni  

social

chicago ugly 
sweater party

winterfest conservation 
conference

waterloo blackhawks
hockey game

For the latest event information or to RSVP,  
visit uiu.edu/alumni/events. 

Dates and locations are subject to change.



605 Washington St.
P.O. Box 1857

Fayette, IA 52142

Please be aware, we rely heavily on your help for the accuracy of our 
alumni database. Contact the Office of Institutional Advancement & 

Alumni Development with any name or address changes at  
563-425-5388 or alumni@uiu.edu. Thank you. 

Visit us on
the web
today!

2 WAYS TO SHOP, SAVE 
AND SUPPORT  
UIU AT THE  
SAME TIME!

For more information or to download the app, visit 

peacockcashpass.com  
and  learn how you can support UIU every time you shop at places such as  

The Home Depot, Buffalo Wild Wings, Macy's and more. It's simple and it pays.

UIU has partnered with Shopping Boss to enable you to earn cash 
back while you shop. Plus, with each purchase UIU receives an 
additional 10% of the total cash back earned. 

earn an average of 6% cash back when you purchase in store 
or online at over 260 participating merchants!

select Upper Iowa University as your 
charity. Amazon will donate .5% of 
all purchases back to UIU. 

AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know!  
Same products, same prices, same service. 

Visit smile.amazon.com 


