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Sign up for The Bridge Online 

Homecoming is easily one of the most enjoyable times of the year at UIU. Our dedicated faculty 
and staff are inspired when witnessing alumni marvel at how special this University has become. 
Whether it’s the longstanding beauty of Fayette Campus, ongoing facility enhancements, 
exceptional academic programming or outstanding student success, all UIU alumni and friends 
have every reason to continue to be proud of this University. So please, take a few moments, sit 
back, relax and while reading this issue of The Bridge, reflect on how UIU continues to inspire 
success and empower lives. Enjoy, and I hope to see you soon!

William R. Duffy II, Ed.D., Ed.S. 
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NEWS BRIEFS

While addressing the audience attending the 
“Five Miles from Fayette” artist reception in 
October, Dr. Scott Figdore, UIU Robert 
L. Fox Chair of Science, showcases one of 
the herbarium specimens he has relocated 
and reassembled as part of the C.C. Parker 
Herbarium of Upper Iowa University. 

Botanical research dating back to the earliest days of Upper Iowa University’s 
161-year history was the motivation behind a UIU Homecoming exhibit and 
permanent installation at Bing-Davis Memorial Gallery on Fayette Campus. 
“Five Miles from Fayette” is a site-specific window installation inspired by the 
herbarium first gathered by Dr. Charles Coleman (C.C.) Parker in the 1800s and 
recently relocated and reassembled by Dr. Scott Figdore, UIU Robert L. Fox Chair 
of Science.

With nearly 500 specimens, Parker was reported to have one of the most 
complete herbarium collections west of the Mississippi in the 1860s and ‘70s. 
The extensive collection included several rare specimens, some of which are no 
longer found in the region. Parker is believed to have donated his herbarium 
collection to UIU in 1900. Since then, his collection was quietly incorporated 
along with the collections of many others into the UIU Herbarium. 

Thanks to a generous gift from Dr. James D. Parker, the great-grandson of C.C. 
Parker, Figdore continues to work with the Parker and Dr. Bruce Fink 

herbarium collections to review and update information on the samples 
so they can be appropriately recognized and utilized for their archival or 
historical significance by the scientific community.

“Although we are quite confident that we have located most of  
Dr. C.C. Parker’s collection, we continue to review and update information 
on the samples,” said Figdore. “We want to ensure that each of them 
is appropriately recognized and utilized for their archival or historical 
significance by the scientific and UIU communities.”

Artist Lee Emma Running’s “Five Miles from Fayette” site-specific installation 
is located in the glass atrium of  Edgar Fine Arts Hall. Through Parker’s work, 
the artist created a second “room” for the 19th century plant samples to 
come alive. Running was influenced by the beauty, color and form of the 
hundreds of plant specimens.

Additional details about the collection and exhibit can be viewed on  
Bridge Online at https://bit.ly/2r6SgQH.

The 2018-19 Upper Iowa University Student Government Association (SGA) 
officers are (l-r) Secretary Sami Kay Shafranski, Stevens Point, Wisconsin; 
Extended University Officer Gabby Holmes, Algona, Iowa; Vice President Breyanna 
Hill, Oskaloosa, Iowa; President Hayley Cessna, Spring Valley, Illinois and  
Treasurer Riley Braughton, Stanwood, Iowa.

Introducing 2018-19 SGA officers

Homecoming exhibit inspired by C.C. Parker Herbarium

Veterans conference guest  
speaker is UIU alum

Upper Iowa University alumnus, former Marine combat engineer and author 
Chris Pascale ’11 discussed his transitional pathway after military service to 
those attending the Iowa Statewide Veterans Conference at UIU’s Fayette Campus 
in September. A feature on Pascale can be viewed at uiubridge.com.

‘Second chance’ graduation announced
Walking across the stage during commencement is a moment many of our alums will never forget – receiving the 
diploma they worked so hard to earn in front of thousands of onlookers, the firm handshake from the University president 
and the posed formal photo they will cherish forever. Unfortunately, it’s also a memory that some alums do not make. 

The Alumni Association is proud to offer a Second Chance Graduation to all alumni, who were 
unable to attend their original commencement ceremony. These respective “graduates”  will be 

recognized alongside the Class of 2019 during the May 4, 2019, Commencement ceremony.

“We often receive feedback from alums regretting their decision not to attend commencement 
or that it was something out of their control as to why they did not participate,” said 

Angie (Kimball) Joseph ’82, UIU Alumni Association President. “Either way, this 
will undoubtedly make some dreams come true, and for that the association is 

extremely excited to offer this opportunity.”

For more information or to apply, please visit the website below. The deadline  
to sign up is February 28, 2019. Questions may be directed to the Alumni 

Office at 563-425-5238 or alumni@uiu.edu.  

          uiu.edu/SecondChanceGraduation 

Add Team Peacock to your bucket list
Are you up for an adventure? Join Team Peacock and participate in the Register’s Annual Great Bicycle Ride Across Iowa 
(RAGBRAI) — the oldest, largest and longest bicycle touring event in the world. This year cyclists will pedal roughly 460 
miles across the great state of Iowa July 21-27, 2019, and we want YOU to join the team!

Entering its 15th year participating in this popular event, Team Peacock is a 
fundraising venture for Upper Iowa University. Each rider chooses a University 
project or program they are most passionate about to raise money for and 
fundraising goals range between $500 - $1,000. Last year’s team, composed of 
alumni, faculty, staff, students and friends of the University, raised an impressive 
$38,000. 

In addition to making an incredible impact on UIU, the camaraderie formed among 
team members and lifelong friendships that are made along the route are truly 
meaningful benefits for participants. To learn more or register now with the team, 
visit uiu.edu/TeamPeacock. The deadline to sign up is March 22, 2019. 

Chris Pascale ’11

For additional news and feature stories, visit uiubridge.com. 
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Dr. Cindy Waters, professor emerita;  
Sue Burrack, assistant professor of 
education and Dr. Dawn Jacobsen, 
associate professor of education presented 
Technology and UDL: Meeting Challenges and 
Increasing Opportunity at the Magna Teaching 
Professor Conference in Atlanta, Georgia, in June 
2018.  Meanwhile, the three UIU faculty also 
presented Challenge Accepted: Integrating Growth 
Mindset at the Special Education Conference in 
Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin, in November 2018.

Dr. Billie Jo Cowley ’03, ’08 associate professor of education and Laura Heddleson 
endowed chair in education, published “Building Relationships with Students who have 
Experienced Trauma” in the fall 2018 issue (20.2) of Southeast Educator Network magazine. A 
link to the magazine and article can be found at seenmagazine.us. Cowley also presented 
“Mental Illnesses and the Overlap with Trauma Informed Care” at the Iowa Culture and 
Language Conference in November 2018.

Angela Leete, associate professor of athletic training, has been selected by the 
Commission on Accreditation of Athletic Training Education (CAATE) to serve as site visit 
chair for an upcoming CAATE site visit of another peer institution. Prior to this appointment, 
Leete has served in the role of a CAATE site visitor at University of Southern Connecticut and 
University of New Mexico, as well as serving as a site visit team reader for a University of Central 
Connecticut site visit. 

Philip Heckman, assistant professor of marketing, presented “Guiding 
Principles Model: A Call to Integrate the 4 P’s into a Strategic Construct”  
at the Summer AMA Conference in Boston, Massachusetts.

 
“Your One and Only,” a young adult novel written by Dr. Adrianne Finlay, 
associate professor of English, has been named among the Best Young 
Adult Science Fiction and Best Young Adult Books of 2018 by Kirkus Reviews.

Upper Iowa University adjunct faculty member Ganiyu Jimoh wrote African Students and Their 
Determination for Education: African Student and Education in reflection to his time spent in Africa. 

“This book is intended for all ages, showing that anything 
and everything is possible if we put our mind to it and 
to not take anything for granted,” Jimoh said. “I decided 
to write this book after discovering that students still 
walk several miles to school every morning in Africa. 
The story serves as a wakeup call to appreciate what you 
have while being aware of how people elsewhere are 
struggling.”

The author explains the story features Lukuman and 
Fatai, two young brothers from a Nigerian village called 
Igbogila. The siblings come from a large family living in 
a jungle where the roaring of lions and trumpeting of 
elephants is commonplace. Obtaining enough food to 
survive through hunting and growing is a daily struggle. 
Every day after school, the two brothers join their parents 
in the jungle to cultivate cocoa seeds, which they sell to 
the coffee traders who often visit their village. They use 

the money to buy school uniforms, books and school supplies. Although the work is hard, Lukuman 
and Fatai are determined to gain an education, and their efforts pay off, showing that we can achieve 
goals that seem impossible when we refuse to be stopped.

Currently, the author serves as captain chief of operations within the Baton Rouge City Constable 
office along with teaching criminal justice and other related project courses at the UIU-Baton Rouge 
Center. A veteran of the U.S. Armed Forces, Jimoh has worked in law enforcement approximately 15 
years. Formerly serving as the constable’s judicial enforcement sergeant, his duties have also included 
serving as a fusion liaison officer, defensive tactics instructor, director of the Baton Rouge Reserve 
Academy, and as a member of the Delta Task Force, Anti-Human Trafficking Task Force and Infragard. 
He and his wife, Lydia, have five daughters. 

Earning an advanced degree in criminal Justice to further strengthen his abilities as a professor, Jimoh 
said, “I believe I can make a huge difference in students’  lives by passing on my experience, especially 
in training and task force operations and other aspect of law enforcement. I really enjoyed teaching 
and being community oriented.”

African Students and Their Determination for Education: African Student and Education is currently 
available on Amazon. A portion of the proceeds goes toward the building of a Baton Rouge 
community activity center’s after-school tutorial program. Any remaining funds will go toward the 
purchase of school buses in Africa.

Adjunct’s book benefits Baton Rouge and Africa educational resources

Ganiyu Jimoh, UIU adjunct faculty member, 
holds a sample of the book he wrote, African 
Students and Their Determination 
for Education: African Student and 
Education.

Upper Iowa University faculty and students participated in the Iowa Cultures and Language 
Conference in Coralville, Iowa, November 6-7. Dr. Janet Kehe, professor emerita, and  
Dr. Gina Kuker,  professor of education, presented Writing Right: Writing Assignments to Meet 
the Iowa Core, while Associate Professor of Education Billie Cowley presented Mental Illnesses and the 
Overlap of Trauma Informed Care at the event. 

In addition, Lindsey Johanningmeier, a senior psychology major from Waukon, Iowa; Megan Gavin, 
a senior mathematics education major from Fayette, Iowa; Melissa Shea, a junior birth-grade 3 
inclusive settings major from Wadena, Iowa; Bryce Decker, a junior elementary education major 
from Monona, Iowa; and Jasmine Stocker, a senior elementary education major from Elgin, Iowa, 
introduced the guest speakers at the conference. The Iowa Cultures and Language Conference 
addresses the issues facing English Language Learners, such as how to advocate for culturally and 
linguistically diverse students and provide support. 

Faculty and students participate in Iowa 
Cultures and Language Conference

Upper Iowa University faculty and students attending the 2018 Iowa Cultures and Language 
Conference in Coralville, Iowa, were (front, l-r) Lindsey Johanningmeier, Megan Gavin, Melissa Shea; 
(back) Bryce Decker, Dr. Gina Kuker, Dr. Janet Kehe, Dr. Billie Cowley and Jasmine Stocker.

(From left) Dr. Cindy Waters, Sue Burrack  
and Dr. Dawn Jacobsen

Veterans conference guest  
speaker is UIU alum
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With the assistance of a $100,000 Environmental 
Education grant, educators from Iowa and 
surrounding states will once again have the 

opportunity to learn how to better prepare themselves to 
teach environmental issues as part of Upper Iowa University’s 
Environmental Issues Instruction (eii) workshops. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) announced in August 
that UIU was among 37 organizations to receive funding to 
support environmental education projects. According to the 
EPA, funding the projects advances the administration’s goals of 
improving air quality and ensuring clean drinking water. 

First administered by Upper Iowa University in 2011, the eii 
workshops are typically offered to approximately 50 teachers 
each academic year. Practicing teachers of all grade levels are 
the main audience for the graduate-level workshops, which 
are each based on an environmental issue theme. Additional 
environmental educators such as naturalists and pre-service 
educators are also welcome to attend. The lessons and activities 

are interdisciplinary in nature, and the participating teachers are 
encouraged to modify the curriculum to fit the needs of their 
own students. The curriculum is also aligned with the Iowa 
Core and Next Generation Science Standards.

UIU Assistant Professor of Education Dr. Barbara Ehlers 
first took a graduate level eii workshop in 1989. She was later 
asked to become a teacher leader and served in that capacity 
for several years before becoming an eii staff member and 
eventually its director. In addition to Ehlers, eii associate 
directors include UIU Associate Professor of Geosciences 
Dr. Kata McCarville, New Hampton Schools K-12 Extended 
Learning Program Teacher Jeff Monteith and University of Iowa 
graduate student Cathryn Carney.

“These workshops empower teachers and other environmental 
educators by providing them instruction and content based on 
real-life environmental issues to educate their students, who 
represent our future,” Ehlers said. “The participating teachers 
create unit plans based on the workshop, which they take back 
and incorporate in their classrooms. The final action involves 
the teachers and students agreeing on a project to implement in 
their school or community.” 

“The program helps educators build their science expertise 
and align their teaching with state standards during these 
professional development workshops,” added McCarville. “The 
mini-grants in this particular program can support real-world 
projects to address local issues and increase environmental 
literacy among students and communities. Ultimately, 
by focusing on an environmental education that includes 
knowledge of the functions of soils and methods to reduce 
nutrients in surface water, the teachers and students are helping 
to improve water quality.” 

$100,000 grant to benefit educators,  
students and the environment

These workshops empower teachers and 
other environmental educators by  
providing them instruction and content 
based on real-life environmental issues  
to educate their students, who represent 
our future.”

~ Barb Ehlers, Eii Director
UIU Assistant Professor of Education



For nearly two decades, Upper Iowa University science faculty and students have conducted prescribed 
burns and research projects to preserve one of the few remaining virgin prairie ecosystems in northeast 
Iowa. Located northwest of Hawkeye, UIU’s Pleggenkuhle Prairie serves as an outdoor classroom to 
the University’s Ecology, Wildlife Management, and BIO 496 (Senior Project) students. General Biology 
majors, the UIU Science and Environment Club, and Conservation Management, Environmental Science 
and Life Science Plant Emphasis student volunteers also continue to be involved.

Codie LaGrange, a senior conservation management major, is among the students who have 
benefitted from working at the Pleggenkuhle Prairie. LaGrange has already attained employment as  
a lab technician/assistant coordinator at Kirkwood Community College in Cedar Rapids, Iowa.

“The Pleggenkuhle Prairie, itself, has provided me real-life experiences in land management above and 
below the ground,” he said. “Each of these UIU sites are great for education, research and recreation. The 
knowledge that I have gained from working on these UIU field sites has provided me the confidence I 
need in real-world applications.”   

In addition, the Lone Tree, Iowa, native expressed his 
appreciation for the opportunity to work alongside UIU 
Associate Professor of Biology Dr. Jennifer Stoffel and 
Professor of Science/Robert L. Fox Chair of Science Dr. 
Scott Figdore. He credits the hands-on experiences he 
gained while in the field with the faculty members for 
helping him attain the skills required for employment.

“The amount of knowledge I gained surveying and 
identifying plants with Dr. Figdore is incredible,” 
LaGrange explained. “It is a great feeling to have 
someone ask you the name of a type of grass or flower 
and you can quickly reply with an answer. This was 
definitely a lifelong learning experience.

“I really enjoyed clearing some of the trees and helping 
restore historical species that are on the site with  
Dr. Stoffel,” he added with a smile. “Any time that I get  
a chance to operate a chainsaw, I am going to do it.”

Figdore and Stoffel received a $1,034 Iowa Native Plant Society (INPS) Grant to provide students with 
funding to travel to and conduct invasive and woody species management at Pleggenkuhle Prairie, 
while under the faculty members’ supervision. The grant also helped provide funding for additional 
personal protective equipment for students. 

“I was very fortunate to be able to volunteer my time to work side by side with such great students 
through this summer and fall,” Stoffel said.” I enjoy helping students link ecological principles to real life 
considerations to be made when developing and implementing a land management plan. Having the 
opportunity to have students work on a prairie remnant in addition to our other reconstructed prairies 
allows me to help them understand the limits of each management technique. I am grateful to INPS 
for helping us find resources to manage this great instructional resource.”

Stoffel noted that LaGrange’s chainsaw experience was especially valuable in helping to manage the 
property. Joshua Crosbie, a senior from Fayette, Iowa, and Ryan Roth, a senior from Cedar Falls, Iowa, 
were instrumental in the management of the property as well. Meanwhile, UIU senior Kaitlin Teff of 
Ossian, Iowa, has been a key contributor to documenting approximately 90 plant species at the three-

acre site. Junior Nick Houg of Fayette, Iowa, who is similarly passionate about 
land management, also volunteered at the site several times. 

“A visit to Pleggenkuhle Prairie allows students to step back in time and see 
the wonderful array of plant species typical of Iowa’s tallgrass prairie heritage,” 
Figdore said. “Kaitlin’s senior project has involved collecting and preserving plant 
samples from Pleggenkuhle Prairie for UIU’s herbarium, which will provide a 
historic record of the species growing in the prairie for future generations.”

LaGrange actually earned an associate degree in parks and natural resources at 
Kirkwood Community College before transferring to Upper Iowa. The Lone Tree, 
Iowa, native noted most of his Kirkwood credits easily transferred to UIU, which 
allowed him to achieve his desired degree in two more years of education. 

“One thing for certain is that UIU professors care about the students,” LaGrange 
closed. “The relationships that I have built with the faculty are probably what I 
will remember most about attending the University. These relationships have 
allowed me to understand the sciences in a way that I can better communicate 
and collaborate with others about our precious natural resources.” 
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Water and soil quality, and 
how the two natural resources 
function together, will be 
the emphasis of the 2019 eii 
workshops. The initial “Water 
Connects Us All: Growing 
Networks for Clean and Safe 
Water in the Heartland” 
workshop will be held in Mount 
Vernon, Iowa, in February. 
Participants must also attend 
an updated session in Mount 
Vernon in April. 

The second workshop is scheduled for June at the Iowa Lakeside Lab in Milford, Iowa, 
with an updated session to be held at the same location in April 2020. Two additional 
workshops will be held at the UIU-Quad Cities Center in Bettendorf, Iowa, and at 
Fayette Campus. Dates and details will be announced in the future.

Preserving a native prairie continues

First administered by UIU in 2011, eii workshops are typically offered to 
approximately 50 teachers each academic year.

Codie LaGrange 
Senior conservation management major 

The workshops are based on the following  
four-level teaching model:

• What is an environmental issue?

• What knowledge base content is needed to  
understand an environmental problem?

• What are local and statewide environmental issues?

• What is the plan for responsible education action?

Any teacher or environmental educator interested  
in attending the eii workshops should contact  
Ehlers at ehlersb@uiu.edu or visit the eii website  
at uiu.edu/eii.
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L ike many kids of his generation, Upper Iowa University alumnus 
Mark McDowell ’05 often woke up on weekends, plopped down 
in front of the TV and watched morning cartoons. The Grinnell, 

Iowa, native maintained this routine until one day his grandfather 
turned the channel to professional wrestling. After a brief moment of 
disappointment, McDowell was quickly fascinated by the entertaining 
action showcased by the likes of wrestling icons Bulldog Bob Brown, 
Danny Little Bear and Harley Race.

McDowell remained intrigued by various pro wrestling television shows 
while growing up and had just completed his service with the U.S. 
Army when he seriously contemplated getting involved with the athletic 
entertainment himself. At the time, he was an avid viewer of WWE’s 
Tough Enough MTV series and was still figuring out what he wanted to 
do with his life. 

“I was either going to go train to be a pro wrestler in Atlanta, 
Georgia, or go back to school at Upper Iowa,” McDowell 
said. “I ended up choosing the latter due to the small 
faculty to student ratio and the opportunity to participate 
on the football, track and cheer teams. After graduating 
with a management information systems degree, I moved 
to Des Moines and began working at Tension Envelope 
Corporation. But I was still needing an outlet for my 
inner athlete and was not quite ready to take up slow pitch 
softball or golf quite yet. It was then I stumbled upon a local 
wrestling promotion in Des Moines — 3XWrestling. I went 
to a show and was instantly hooked. It wasn’t 
as big as WWE, but it was still a 
professional product and 
the wrestlers were 
every bit as larger 
than life as the 
ones you saw 
on television.”

McDowell 
inquired 
about the 
3XWrestling 
training program 
and enrolled in 
September 2006. He was trained by 
regional wrestler Brian Ash, who 
happens to have earned his MBA 
from Upper Iowa in 2010. McDowell 
started wrestling consistently about six 
months later. He has since traveled from 
Colorado to Tennessee, wrestling 40-60 
matches a year. In addition to Ash and 
his many training partners, McDowell 
lists wrestling promoters Todd 
Countryman and Chris Gough, regional 
wrestlers Jeremy Wyatt, Arik Cannon, 
Mark Sterling, Derek Stone and Bull 

Schmitt, and the WWE’s Trevor Murdoch and Hacksaw Jim Duggan 
among those who have personally influenced his pro wrestling career.

Today, the 43-year-old remains employed as a production planner/
purchasing order engineer with Tension Envelope. By night, he turns 
into 3XWrestling co-owner and championship wrestler Mark “Maddog” 
McDowell. McDowell typically trains three to five times a week in the 
gym, and inside the ring on weekends. In addition, the organization 
hosts a 12- to 16-week Saturday training session and an annual training 
class for its stable of wrestlers. 

Among his long list of pro wrestling accolades, McDowell is a four-
time 3X tag team champion and currently holds the 3X heavyweight 

championship belt. He has also teamed inside the ring with current 
WWE superstar Seth Rollins and was once featured as a 

manager for Alicia Fox on a WWE Smackdown House 
show. In addition to wrestling, McDowell’s duties with 

the regional wrestling organization include promoting, 
marketing, graphic design and video production for 
30-50 pro wrestlers and approximately 20-25 shows 
per year. 

“There really is nothing quite like pro wrestling, 
which is why you still see people in their 60s 
competing in the ring,” McDowell said. “The whole 
experience provides the wrestlers with a natural high. 
Meanwhile, the audience experiences an athletic 

spectacle that showcases the ongoing tale 
of the bad guy versus good guy, 

where booing and cheering is 
encouraged and your inner 

child is allowed to marvel at 
one of the oldest forms of 

entertainment.” 

3XWrestling has 
made three 

appearances at 
UIU’s Fayette 
Campus. 
As in any 
performance, 
McDowell 
appreciates the 
opportunity 
to put smiles 
on the faces 
of audience 

members, 
saying, “I have 

always enjoyed the 
athleticism and pageantry of 

Peacock alum is a ‘Maddog’ at heart

Mark McDowell ’05, 3XWrestling co-owner, champion 
pro wrestler, and Tension Envelope production planner/
purchasing order engineer



Peacock alum is a ‘Maddog’ at heart

pro wrestling. Now 
that I’m part of it, I 
thrive on entertaining  
the crowd, especially 
the kids that look at 
you like you’re bigger 
than life. Doing it in 
front of the Peacock 
family makes it just 
that much more 
special.”

McDowell is greatly 
appreciative of the 
career and social 
skills that a Peacock 
education and its 
diverse campus 
experience provided 
him. Graduating with 
a bachelor’s degree 
in management 
information systems, 
he credits UIU for 
providing him the 
tools to become a 
problem solver in 
today’s competitive 
and ever-evolving 
business world. 

McDowell said that when he first started attending UIU in 1993 
it was home to a modest Fayette Campus. He noted the student 
body was small, most of the campus was under asphalt in the 
form of a parking lot, and the facilities were dated.

“I watched firsthand as Upper Iowa evolved into a premier 
learning establishment,” McDowell said. “The administration 
worked hard and alumni provided support for Campus 
improvements.  

Longtime 3XWrestling tag team partners (l-r with title belts) “The American Fury” Jon West and Mark 
“Maddog” McDowell are pictured with some of their young fans at a 3X Wrestling performance.

Mark McDowell ’05 originally chose to attend UIU for 
the opportunity to participate on the football, track 
and cheer teams.

“It made a grand transition by the time I resumed my studies in 2002,  
but the school didn’t stop there. Improvements continue every year as  
we strive to become the absolute best we can be. I’m truly proud to be  
a Peacock.”

Mark McDowell ’05 is pictured with his wife, Corrie, and their children, Wesley, 2, and Sophia, 5.

Now that I’m part of it (pro wrestling), 
I thrive on entertaining the crowd, 
especially the kids that look at you like 
you’re bigger than life. Doing it in front 
of the Peacock family makes it just that 
much more special.”

~ Mark McDowell ’05



W
orking on the family farm near Center Junction, Iowa, Upper 
Iowa University senior Parker Kray always had a passion for 
all things agriculture. While the Krays own a commercial 

cow-calf operation and produce approximately 250 acres of corn, 
soybeans and hay, one of Parker’s biggest obsessions is the homestead’s 
modern-day workhorse — the tractor. In fact, his interest in the 
implement goes far beyond traditional farm chores; restoring ones 
that have been retired to pasture has turned into a prize-winning 
hobby.  

A two-time Iowa State Fair grand 
champion in tractor restoration, 
the UIU ag business major recalls 
spending every waking moment 
beside his father, Vic, while growing 
up. Observing and working alongside 
his dad, who has been a mechanic 
and service manager at the local 
CASE IH dealership for 43 years, 
Parker became mechanically adept  
at a very young age. 

It was while he was attending 
Monticello High School that Parker 
and his grandfather, Don Ketelsen, 
began talking about the idea of 
restoring a tractor to use on the farm. 
An active member of the school’s FFA 
chapter, Parker also realized he could use this as a potential chapter 
project. Unfortunately, Don passed away before he witnessed his 
grandson start restoring his first tractor in 2014. 

Parker’s first project, a 1963 Farmall 806, was discovered sitting in the 
weeds on a farm property while he and his father were on their way 
to deer hunt. Then a high school junior, Parker would compile over 

525 hours in six months, disassembling and reassembling every piece 
of the equipment before sandblasting and painting it. He would be 
awarded for his efforts when he placed first in the Iowa State Fair First 
Year Restored Tractor Division and was later named Overall Grand 
Champion out of the 107 entries.

FFA allows for individuals to remain active members of their high 
school chapter for up to four years after graduation and Parker, the 

former Monticello FFA Chapter 
sentinel, did just that. In doing so, 
he completed his second restoration 
project this past year. He actually 
discovered this year’s State Fair entry, 
a 1969 Farmall 856, while looking for 
parts for the 806 on a rural Anamosa 
farm. 

Parker fit the newest project in a 
hectic schedule that included his 
college education, pitching on the 
Peacock baseball team, and helping 
on the family farm. Parker enrolled at 
UIU because he was looking to attend 
a college where he could pursue an 
ag business degree and play baseball. 
After arriving on Fayette Campus, he 
quickly appreciated the small town 

atmosphere, small class sizes and session schedules.

“I have learned a lot from my ag business coursework and I have 
already been implementing some of it on our farm,” Parker said. “I 
enjoy the professors here and everyone is so kind. Within my major, 
I can go to anyone with a question and get help at any time. It’s also 
close enough to home that I can go there to work on my tractors 
during my spare time.” 

Ag business major restores pride in workhorse of the family farm
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Parker Kray, a UIU ag business major and Peacock pitcher from  
Center Junction, Iowa, stands alongside the two Farmall tractors  
that have earned him Iowa State Fair Grand Champion Tractor Restoration awards.

Parker Kray’s first restoration project, a 1963 Farmall 806, was discovered sitting in the 
weeds on a farm property while he and his father were on their way to deer hunt.



Ag business major restores pride in workhorse of the family farm
Although the restoration of the 856 took fewer hours, it was completed over a  
two-year period. The hard work and dedication culminated with the 2018 Iowa 
State Fair first place award in the 1959 & Newer Tractor Division and another 
Overall Grand Champion trophy.

“My mom (Marcia) and dad have both greatly influenced my life and with my 
restoration projects,” Parker said. “My mom is a huge supporter and my dad 
was always there if I had questions along the way. I obtained all my mechanical 
knowledge from my dad and his willingness to provide me hands-on experiences.”

“It is too difficult to pick a favorite between the two tractors,” he added.  
“They both possess their own unique features and sentimental value. I dedicated 
my first project to my grandfather and they both involved a great amount of time  
and money.”

Although his FFA eligibility has expired and he will no longer be able to show at 
the State Fair, Parker has already started acquiring future restoration projects.

“From scavenging the countryside for a diamond in the rough, stripping them 
down to the bare bones, fixing old worn-out parts, and cleaning them up, I love 
every aspect of a restoration project,” Parker said. “My favorite part is making the 
older, retired tractors look brand new again. I love showing people before and after 
pictures, and having them inform me that they can’t believe they are looking at the 
same tractors.”

After graduating from UIU in the spring, Parker plans to continue working on the 
family farm. He hopes to one day manage it himself, with plans to expand the cattle 
herd and production acres. Of course, his lifetime goal is to eventually own and 
operate his own tractor restoration shop.

’80s Reunion in Henderson-Wilder Library on Saturday, October 12 – (Front row, l-r) Rich 
Gilbert ’87, Jon Suntken ’87, Steve Beevers ’88, Christine (Robinson) Matthew ’87, Dan Hovden ’87, Coach 
Bill Prochaska ’63, Dr. Doug McReynolds, Matt Mickelson ’86, and Ronald Howard ’87; (second) Dr. Paul 
Caton ’85, Kendall Rachuy ’87; (third) Matt Kayser, Tony Ziemba ’87 and Terry Gensmer ’85 (back) Ted 
Lujan and Eric Dettbarn ’87. 

Sigma Omega Beta Reunion at Big Rock Country Club on Saturday, October 12 – (Front row, 
l-r) William Roths ’74, Dwaine Burkholder ’71, John Marinaro ’72, Rick Gerber ’74, Pat “Dugan” Grennan 
’73; (middle) Bob Rausch ’74, Dick Ingvall ’73, Tom Novak ’72, Keith Osborn ’72, Dave Broders ’74; (back) 
Tom Vega ’78, Jim “Sodie” Alderson ’74, Mike Exline ’73, Jack Frey ’74, Dave Barclay ’72, Mark Jenson ’72, 
Steve Exline ’71 and Tom Bruess ’76.

Homecoming reunions allow alumni to stay connected
Homecoming is a time for reconnecting, which is why the SOBs’ and the ’80s reunions were 
organized, enabling members to reminisce, share stories and talk about the good old days in person.

The Sigma Omega Beta (SOB) club was formed around the 1959 time frame. They were the second 
group of non-recognized fraternal organizations on campus, as the Cowboys were the first. Composed 
mostly of athletes, the organization grew from seven members to around 30 in the early ’70s. For some 
of the members pictured below, it had been nearly 50 years since they last got together. 

Organized by former UIU Dean of Students Louise Scott, the ’80s reunion gathered those who 
graduated from UIU in ’85, ’86, ’87 and ’88. The ’80s was such a tumultuous time for UIU that 
students, faculty and staff formed a special bond with one another, which to this day remains close. 
That is why they want to make a concerted effort to invite students back from that era and reconnect, 
and what better time to do that than at Homecoming?
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Parker Kray fit his newest tractor restoration project into a hectic schedule that 
included his UIU college education, pitching on the Peacock baseball team and 
helping on the family farm.
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It was a great real-life experience!  I was 
introduced to new business ideas, the world 
of corporate competition and how to make 
a successful presentation."

~ Andre Cheong ’18

Upper Iowa University senior Andre Cheong experienced 
many of the mental and physical aspects of the business 
world during this past summer’s Global X-Culture 

Conference and Symposium in Macerata, Italy. Cheong was one 
of only 150 applicants selected in spring 2018 to attend Global 
X. A native of Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, he was chosen from 
approximately 4,500 students and faculty worldwide who were 
originally invited to apply to attend the event. 

“It was a great real-life experience,” Cheong said. “I was 
introduced to new business ideas, the world of corporate 
competition and how to make a successful presentation.”

Unfortunately, the business administration major also suffered 
some of the negative aspects of travel almost immediately upon 
setting forth on his Global X journey. Cheong explained that 
shortly after his flight landed in Rome he was made aware that 
his luggage had been lost. Then after a travel delay and train ride 
totaling 13 hours, he arrived in Macerata, only to discover his 
room wasn’t equipped with air conditioning. Needless to say, due 
to the city’s 90-plus-degree temperatures, Cheong was especially 
grateful when his lost luggage arrived at his door a couple days 
later.

Despite the initial headaches, Cheong quickly discovered the 
benefits of his journey. After the Global X participants were 
initially split into four teams, each group was assigned a company 
with the task of solving a challenge currently faced by the 
corporation. Cheong’s group was designated Eurosuole, a shoe 
sole producer in Italy. Following a tour of the manufacturer, 

UIU senior completes ‘Global’ journey  
they commenced on creating a strategy for the corporation to develop 
an updated social media platform. The results were then presented to 
Eurosuole officials in a business plan.

In addition to making new friends, Cheong was especially grateful 
to meet University of North Carolina-Greensboro Department of 
Management Associate Professor Dr. Vasyl Taras and Global X host 
University of Macerata Associate Professor of Management Ernesto 
Tavoletti. He feels these experiences alone helped strengthen his personal 
connections and resume.

Cheong admits it wasn’t all business at Global X. A scavenger hunt 
provided the visitors a small introduction to the city of Macerata. In 
addition to an endless menu of Italian restaurants and food to choose 
from, entertainment was provided by musical performers along the many 
city blocks as part of Macerata’s Opera Week celebration. The participants 
were also provided a gala dinner at the conclusion of Global X.

Cheong is quick to point out that his entire experience was made possible 
due to the X-Culture program, which is part of the global marketing 
course conducted by UIU Associate Professor of Management and 
Marketing Dr. Summer Zwanziger Elsinger. Cheong believes the UIU 
program provided the footprint for his ability to better communicate and 
overcome global challenges at Global X, such as working with people of 
various cultures and across different time zones.
 
In addition to Elsinger’s educational instruction, Cheong feels that 
working with other UIU staff members provided him a competitive edge 
when it comes to the job interviewing process. From these lessons, he has 
learned the importance of preparation and understanding the company 
and industry to which he is applying.

Scheduled to achieve his bachelor’s degree this coming spring, Cheong 
plans to pursue a MBA at Upper Iowa to further enhance his professional 
portfolio. Cheong encourages current and future UIU students to take 
advantage of the opportunities provided to them and attend events such 
as Global X.

“Explore different states or even a different country every year,” Cheong 
said. “Learning to be more independent and how to communicate with 
strangers is something that money cannot buy. I still don’t know what I 
want to do after achieving my graduate degree, but my ultimate goal is to 
pass down ideas that will leave a footprint for others to follow. Whether 
I’m a farmer or a corporate leader, I want to share my innovations to the 
benefit of society.”

Andre Cheong, a UIU senior business administration major,  
is pictured with a couple of other students attending the  
Global X-Culture Conference in Macerata, Italy.



Sixth Annual President’s Ball Recap

1. Dr. Billie Cowley ’03, ’08 and Tony Morris ’18 once again charmed the audience as masters of ceremonies.

2.  Kimball sisters Kathy Thomas ’88, Angie Joseph ’82 and Dayna Baker ’80 take advantage of the photo booth.

3. Students, faculty, staff, family and friends dance the night away, following the dinner and program. 

4. Al ’56 and Jan ’55 Seabrooke pose for a photo prior to all the festivities.

5. LaVerne McCoy ’98 and her daughter, Brigette Bendzka, enjoy a delicious dinner served by Aramark.

6.  Abby Huhe, Devin Havener, Kalvin Wiley, Bridgett Madden, Erica Kelly,  Emily Taylor and Austin Steil 
gather for a photo. Almost 75 students were able to attend the ball thanks to Save-A-Seat sponsors.

7. Sharon and Dr. Duffy show off their dancing skills during the first dance of the evening.

8.  Student speaker Meghan Kleitsch, Fairbank, Iowa, shares her Peacock story with the crowd.

9. Sharon and Dr. Duffy graciously thank  Richard and Chris Andres for their sponsorship. They were one 
of many who made phenomenal contributions for the ball, totaling over $103,000. 

10. A few of our student guests sit back, relax and wait for the celebration to begin.

11. Maleek Williams, senior spirit team member and wrestler, looks dapper in his red suit. 

12. Janet ’67 (Lane) and Warren ’66 Dunkel take time to walk the “red carpet” and get a quick photo.

the Night
1 2 3 4
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The Bridge — Winter 2019       11



1

2 3 4

7

5

6

8 9

12     The Bridge — Winter 2019 To view all photos, visit UIU.EDU/HOMECOMING



11 12

13 14

1. The UIU football team celebrated an exciting win after a well-played Homecoming game against the Bemidji State Beavers, final score 27-24.

2. Ron ’68 and Pat Allers (right) reconnect with Richard ’69 and Charlotte ’68 (Jackson) Nelson at the Alumni Awards and Honor Class Luncheon.

3. Numerous alumni stopped by the Alumni House to visit with staff and reminisce with each other during the Pastries for Peacocks event.

4. Descendants of C.C. Parker (l-r) Ellen Daugherty, Scot Parker, Patty Parker and Julie Goebel, gather for a photo at the Art Reception honoring the  
     C.C. Parker Herbarium on display in Bing-Davis Art Gallery in Edgar Fine Arts Hall. 

5. Our international students gather to represent their nations in the parade on a cold, blustery morning, kicking off a full day of activities. 

6. Sharon and Dr. Duffy ride in style during the parade in El Kahir Vintage Autos with their granddaughter, Madison Matheny.  

7. Kennedi Smith, freshman dance team member, cheers as the UIU football team enters the Harms-Eischeid Stadium.

8. Students work at painting the windows of the Student Center as part of the student activities during Homecoming Week. 

9. The Class of 1968 gather for a photo (front, l-r) Michael Suggett, Charlotte (Jackson) Nelson, Joy (Cornwell) Palmer, Sara (Gunnison) Smith, Sue (Shaffer)  
      Hughes, Edith (Bartels) Meyer and Bernie Bjorklund and (back) Lanis Lenker, Ron Allers, Jerry Goedken, Ed Linder, Kenneth Metcalfe and Joe Wood.

10. Junior Brandyn Tulloch heads downfield. He redshirted early in his athletic career and, lucky for UIU, will be with us one more year.

11. A large crowd gathered early in the day for tailgating and celebrating with family and friends, prior to the 2:05 p.m. kick-off.

12. Don McGuire ’63 was recognized for his service and leadership on the Alumni Association Board of Directors by Angie (Kimball) Joseph ’82, association president,  
       at the Welcome Home Dinner. 

13. 2018 Homecoming King Tanner Thompson, Forest City, Iowa, and Queen Sami Kay Shafranski, Stevens Point, Wisconsin, pose for a photo after the official coronation  
 ceremony held in Dorman Gymnasium.

14. Peacock for Progress members (l-r) Julia Szepieniec, Caitlyn Freese, Sierra Dirksen, Larissia Bultman, Alyssa Weber and Lacee Roys gather around their float promoting 
the volunteer work they do on campus and throughout the community.  
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U
pper Iowa University alumni Paul ’60 and Sharroll 
(Fay) Richards have not only shared a lifetime of love 
and friendship with each other, but also with their 

alma mater. Growing up in Fayette during the ’40s and ’50s, 
the childhood sweethearts were among those often asked to 
participate in children’s plays at UIU. Directed by students of the 
University’s teacher education program, the performances took 
place on the stage of Colgrove-Walker Hall.

“I played Gretel and Paul was a woodcutter in our first play 
together,” Sharroll reminisced. “I guess you could say from that 
point on, UIU and its Fayette Campus have always been a big 
part of our lives.”

Now married for 60 years, Paul and Sharroll explained that 
when they graduated from Fayette High School it was expected 
the local students would attend UIU. 
As members of the high school’s 
Class of ’56, the Richards joined 12 
of their 29 classmates in enrolling at 
Upper Iowa. In addition to achieving 
a higher education, many of the area’s 
top athletes also remained close to 
home to play at UIU. A 1998 Peacock 
Athletic Hall of Fame inductee, Paul 
remains especially grateful to have had 
the opportunity to play football for 
some of the area’s legendary coaches.  

“If you were from Fayette, you went to 
Upper Iowa to achieve an education,” Paul said. “And if 
you were an athlete, you had the opportunity to play for 

some outstanding coaches. 
My high school football 
coach, George Richards, 
and UIU coaches Doc 
Dorman and Eb Eischeid 
each made an enormous 
impact on my life. George was a very good high school coach. 
Everyone listened to Doc, and Eb was a good man. I take great 
pride in the fact that I played for each of those coaches.”

Paul would go onto earn a bachelor’s degree in physical 
education, social science and economics from UIU, before 
receiving a master’s degree from Winona State University in 
1970. During his UIU Hall of Fame career, Paul was a four-year 
letter winner and senior co-captain in football. Paul was also a 
member of the Peacocks’ 1956-57 Iowa Intercollegiate Athletic 
Conference championship basketball team. Upon graduation 
from UIU, he entered into a 38-year teaching, coaching and 
officiating career in Minnesota and Wisconsin. 

Sharroll attended UIU for one year before 
taking nursing training at St. Luke’s in 
Cedar Rapids and beginning her career 
as a Licensed Practical Nurse. She later 
achieved an education degree at Winona 
State University and a master’s degree in 
early childhood education at the University 
of Minnesota, whereupon she embarked on 
a 27-year career as a kindergarten teacher. 

The Richards have three children and nine 
grandchildren. Nan and her husband, Noah 

   Ignited with  
Peacock Pride
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Sharroll Richards                       Paul Richards ’60 

Paul Richards played 
football all four years 
while at UIU.

Sharroll Richards was named Valentine’s 
Queen in her freshman year at the UIU  
Valentine’s Ball in 1957.
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Silberschmidt, reside in London, England; Ross and his wife, 
Tam, reside in Phoenix, Arizona; and Matthew and his wife, 
Sharla, reside in Nyssa, Oregon.   

“Our children may have initially questioned our decision to 
return to Fayette in 2006, but they realize now we made the 
right decision,” Paul said. “Frankly, UIU was, and still is, a great 
place to receive an education. The beautiful campus and small 
community allow for 
all students to get easily 
assimilated to college 
life. If I was to go back to 
school now, I would love 
taking the two classes per 
session. That is definitely a 
big drawing card for Upper 
Iowa.”

“Today’s students also have 
so many opportunities to 
participate in activities 
outside of the classroom,” 
Sharroll continued. “The faculty, staff and coaches are very 
good people and do so much to help the students here. I 
think families realize it is just a terrific place to receive an 
education.”

Since their return to Fayette, Paul and Sharroll have remained 
active at UIU. In addition to attending countless Peacock 
athletic and other UIU community events, Paul serves on the 

UIU Athletic Hall of Fame Committee and Sharroll on the UIU 
Alumni Awards Committee. The couple also recently endowed 
the J. Paul and Sharroll Richards Scholarships, which are 
awarded each year to student-athletes from Iowa, Minnesota or 
Wisconsin who are pursuing teacher licensure at the elementary 
or secondary level. Preference is given to students with an 
interest in becoming a certified coach.

In celebration of those who have and continue to ignite Peacock 
pride, the Richards were named the 2018 UIU Homecoming 
parade grand marshals. 

“Since the time we were both little 
kids growing up in Fayette, we 
watched the UIU Homecoming 
parades and attended its football 
games, and now, voilà, in the 
twilight of our life we feel greatly 
honored for this opportunity,” 
Sharroll said prior to the event. 
“Paul and I are so happy to be a 
part of this extended family.” 

“The reason we returned 
to Fayette was to continue 
our relationship with UIU,” 

Paul closed. “We owe so much to this university. We love 
reconnecting with friends and running into other people who 
have impacted our lives. It’s just an amazing place filled with 
amazing people. Go Peacocks!”

UIU Alumni recognized for outstanding accomplishments

Service to University Award 
LaVerne McCoy – Class of 1998  
LaVerne McCoy remains incredibly passionate about the UIU Milwaukee 
Center, where she earned her public administration degree. Now retired, 
McCoy served in the United States Air Force Reserves for 28 years. McCoy 
has served on the UIU Milwaukee Center advisory board for nearly a 
decade.

Professional Accomplishment Award 
Kathleen Horstmeyer – Class of 1966  
Kathleen (Kerrigan) Horstmeyer graduated from Upper Iowa University 
with a bachelor’s degree in elementary education in 1966 and later 
received a master’s degree from Temple University. During a 37-year 
teaching career, she has impacted the lives of young people at various 
grade levels and locations throughout the United States.

Service to Community Award  
Cheryl Hand – Class of 1971  
Cheryl (Dale) Hand is a proud Upper Iowa University alum who 
continues to follow UIU activities and is strongly committed to 
her hometown community in which she lives— Independence, 
Iowa. Over the years, Hand has immersed herself in projects that 
are extremely important to the economic and social development 
of Independence.

Service to Country Award 
Robert King – Class of 1987  
Colonel Robert King (Ret.) has played key leadership roles as the 
public affairs officer for the Iowa National Guard at Camp Dodge 
in Johnston, Iowa, and later as director of the Iowa Veterans 
Cemetery and executive director of the Iowa Department of 
Veterans Affairs.

As part of the “Peacock Pride Ignited…It’s Lit” Homecoming celebration, President William R. Duffy presented the 2018 alumni awards to the following honorees for their accomplishments either 
professionally, as an emerging alumni or through service to the University, community or country:

For additional information regarding the 2018 Alumni and Awards Luncheon and the award recipients, visit uiu.edu/2018peacockspirit.

Paul and Sharroll Richards grew up childhood 
sweethearts and lifetime Peacock supporters in 
Fayette. The couple have now been married for 
60 years.
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ATHLETICS WRAP-UP
Upper Iowa to reinstate men's cross country, track and field

Dennis Black ’97

Upper Iowa University will reinstate the Peacock men’s cross 
country, and indoor and outdoor track and field programs, effective 
for the 2019-20 academic year. 

“It is an exciting time for UIU Athletics,” President William R. Duffy 
said. “The return of men’s cross country and track and field comes 
on the heels of the recent additions of bowling, esports and 
women’s lacrosse to our successful Division II athletic 
programming. These new athletic programs not only 
provide increased opportunities in higher education 
to the student-athletes who specialize in these sports, 
but we further diversify our celebrated athletics 
culture and increase the engagement opportunities 
available to the entire Peacock community.”

Twenty-three sports programs will now compete 
during the 2019-20 academic year. Upper Iowa 
has added 12 programs since the 
University’s move up to 
NCAA Division II prior 
to the 2005-06 academic 
year. Upper Iowa 
reinstated women’s 
lacrosse, cheer, 
women’s indoor and 
outdoor track and field, women’s cross country and women’s tennis 
between 2007 and 2017. Esports, women’s and men’s bowling came 
on board in January 2018. 
 

Nate Rucker

“We are excited to bring men’s cross country and 
track and field back to Upper Iowa,” said Director 
of Athletics Rick Hartzell. “This program will allow 
male student-athletes of the Midwest who are 
interested in continuing their academic and 
running careers a great opportunity to do so. We 
have a great coaching staff led by Nate Rucker and 

we are committed to building a first-rate men’s track and cross 
country program starting in the fall of 2019.”

As UIU transitioned to NCAA Division II, the University suspended 
its men’s and women’s cross country, track and tennis programs 
following the 2003-04 academic year.

The three newest programs will compete in the Northern Sun 
Conference. Upper Iowa will join 12 other teams in the NSIC 
competing for the cross country championship and 11 schools vying 
for both the NSIC indoor and outdoor titles.
 
“I’d like to thank Dr. Duffy, the Upper Iowa Board of Trustees and 
Rick Hartzell for the opportunity to not only reinstate the men’s 
cross country and track and field programs at the University, but also 
to support the programs with a quality coaching staff,” said Head 
Cross Country and Track Coach Nate Rucker.

Rucker continued, “The return of the men’s programs is a great 
opportunity for the boy’s competing with the cross country and 
track and field high school programs across the state of Iowa to 
compete at the NCAA Division II level in their home state. As well, 
we will work hard to recruit the region for the best talent to fit both 
the academic and athletic profiles of Upper Iowa.”

 
Rucker will direct both 

the women’s and men’s 
cross country and track 
and field programs 

as head coach. With the 
addition of the men’s 

programs, the coaching staff 
will grow from Rucker and a graduate 

assistant to Rucker, a full-time assistant 
coach and a pair of graduate assistants.
 
Upper Iowa reorganized and developed its 
cross country and track and field programs 
into a full-time part of UIU Athletic 
programs in 1983 under the leadership of 
then newly appointed Athletic Director 

Don Butterbaugh. Previously, the 
University had relied on student-athletes 

from other Peacock athletic programs to compete in cross country 
and track and field rather than recruiting student-athletes solely for 
those programs.  
 
These programs began to hit their stride and find success in the 
mid-’90s prior to Upper Iowa’s move up to NCAA Division II. In 
1995, the Peacock cross country team placed second at the Iowa 
Conference Championship. Led by IIAC Coach of the Year Tom 
Raunig, Upper Iowa placed four runners in the top 10, including 
Steve Bonifer (fourth, 26:06), Blaine Stulc (sixth, 26:18), Carl Old 
Person (seventh, 26:43) and James Knoche (ninth, 26:58).
 

The 1996-97 track and field programs were led by 
UIU Hall of Famer Dennis Black ’97. Black earned 
five NCAA All-American honors in indoor and 
outdoor field, including recognition for his efforts 
in the indoor and outdoor shot put in both ’96 and 
’97, as well as the outdoor discus in ’96. He competed 
at the Olympic Trials in ’92, ’96 and 2000. Black 

still holds the Iowa Intercollegiate Athletic Conference (now the 
American Rivers Conference) record for shot put with a throw of 
19.18 meters or 62' 11.25". After his junior season, he was named the 
Iowa Conference MVP. 

“We have a solid foundation on the women’s side and are excited to 
go through the building process again with the men,” closed Rucker. 
“I believe that with the return of the men’s programs not only will 
the women’s program take bigger strides forward, but the entire 
athletics departments will as well.”



Upper Iowa inducts three into Athletics Hall of Fame
The Upper Iowa University Athletics Department was joined by more than 110 family, friends and 
alumni in inducting its three newest Hall of Fame members on September 14. With these latest 
inductions, the UIU Athletics Hall of Fame grew to 200 members. The 2018 honorees include Stu 
Engen, Ryan Phillips ’07, ’11 and Gary Weber ’82.

Stu Engen was inducted into the UIU Athletics Hall of Fame as a coach. 
Engen served as the head men’s basketball coach at Upper Iowa University 
from 1992-2000 and led the Peacocks to three Iowa Intercollegiate Athletic 
Conference (IIAC) titles.

 Under Engen’s direction, the men’s basketball program made two 
appearances in the NCAA Division III Tournament and posted a record of 

135-70 over eight seasons. Engen was named IIAC Coach of the Year three times, while averaging 
more than 16 wins a season during his Peacock run. He recruited and coached four IIAC Most 
Valuable Players, three of which are UIU Athletics Hall of Fame inductees, including Sigmund 
Sanders ’94, Greg Von Arx ’96, Kevin Clipperton ’97 and Michael Spencer ’99.

 Over his collegiate head coaching career, Engen has compiled 446 victories with five schools, 
including Western Wisconsin Technical College (1990-92), Upper Iowa (1992-2000), University of 
Wisconsin-La Crosse (2000-02), Minnesota State University Moorhead (2002-10) and North Dakota 
State College of Science (2013-present).

 Engen earned his master’s degree at the University of South Dakota in 1990 and a bachelor’s degree 
in adapted physical education from Augsburg College in 1986, where he was a two-time First 
Team All-MIAC selection leading his team to the 1985 MIAC Championship and the NCAA National 
Tournament. Engen also attended Normandale Community College, where he was a First Team  
All-MCCC selection, leading his team to 24 victories in his sophomore season. In October 2011, 
Engen was inducted into the Augsburg College Athletics Hall of Fame.

 Stu and his wife, Mary, have three daughters, Mikkel, Alyse and Tierza, and a son, Everett.

Ryan Phillips ’07, ’11 was inducted into the Upper Iowa Athletics Hall of 
Fame as an athlete. Phillips earned Upper Iowa’s first individual national 
championship at the NCAA Division II level in 2007.

The Burlington, Iowa, native claimed All-American and Northern Sun 
Conference Wrestler of the Year honors after finishing his perfect run at the 
2007 NCAA Division II Championships. Phillips won his four matches by a 

combined score of 43 to 6. Phillips’ performance was even more impressive as he did not surrender 
an offensive point throughout the championship. The 197-pounder closed his collegiate career with 
a 16-match win streak that included titles at both the regional and national tournaments.

Phillips spent one year as an athlete with the Peacocks, but joined the coaching staff following his 
championship season for six years as Head Coach Heath Grimm’s top assistant. In 2013, Phillips 
moved to Kansas and took over as the head wrestling coach at Labette Community College. He 
spent three years with the Cardinals and was named the NJCAA West/Central Regional Coach of the 
Year in 2015. Phillips returned to Iowa in the fall of 2015 when he was named the head wrestling 
coach for the West Burlington-Notre Dame/Danville program. Last year, he was named the Cedar 
Rapids Jefferson High School head wrestling coach.

Phillips graduated from Upper Iowa with a bachelor’s degree in physical education from UIU in 2007 
and a master’s degree in education/instructional classroom in 2011. He and his wife, Tiffany ’12, 
have a son, Ayce.

 Gary Weber ’82 was inducted into the UIU Athletics Hall of Fame as a coach. 
The 1981 NCAA Division III Championship qualifier was a four-year letter 
winner with the Peacock wrestling program and served as team captain.

Weber captured 446 wrestling dual victories during a 34-year Iowa high 
school coaching and teaching career, including six years at Plainfield 
High School and 28 at Clear Lake High School. Weber is the winningest 

high school wrestling coach among UIU graduates in dual records and is seventh in Iowa high 
school history. He has coached numerous state champions and place winners in the IHSAA State 
Tournament. Weber had the privilege of coaching both of his sons in the IHSAA state finals. 
Under Weber’s direction, along with longtime assistant coach Bob Kopriva and numerous other 
outstanding assistants, Clear Lake made 12 IHSAA State Dual appearances and placed eight times, 
including second place three times, third place twice, fourth place once and seventh place twice.

Weber was inducted into the Iowa National Wrestling Hall of Fame in 2017.

Weber graduated from Upper Iowa with bachelor’s degrees in business administration, and health, 
physical education and recreation. He and his wife, Cindy, have five children, Nick, Whitney, Tucker, 
Paige and Peyton.

Ryan Phillips ’07, ’11

Stu Engen

Gary Weber ’82

UIU Athletic Hall of Fame members attend 2018 banquet
Following the banquet, all UIU Athletics Hall of Fame members in attendance gathered with new inductees for a photo, including (front row, l-r) Lowell Tiedt ’71, Bill Prochaska ’63, Denny Brumm ’61, Bob 

Klieman ’61, Larry Wiebke ’60, J. 
Paul  Richards ’60, John Tierney ’60; 
(middle)Matt Cowley ’03, Bill Roths 
’74, Rick Knipper ’73, Gary Weber 
’82, Stu Engen, Ryan Phillips ’07, 
’11, Al Seabrooke ’56, Larry Albers 
’65, Jack Schroeder ’70, Dave Sanger 
’70; (back) Chad Bernard ’96, Kevin 
Clipperton ’97, Wade Whitcher ’02, 
Sigmund Sanders ’96, Jackie Bridges 
’93, Dr. Darrell Lang ’70, Marshall 
Richards ’75, Jamie Van Erem ’01, 
Vicky Rarick ’00, Steve Exline ’71, 
James Rarick ’99, Al Albers ’66 and 
Jim Mitchell ’78. 
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The Peacock football team finished the 2018 campaign with a 3-8 
mark overall and a 1-7 record against the NSIC South Division. As 
a team, UIU boasted the third best pass offense in the conference 
with 258.6 yards per game and the sixth best pass defense, holding 
opponents to 217.5 yards per game.

Five Peacocks were selected to represent Upper 
Iowa on the All-Northern Sun Conference 
team. Senior Brent Lammers (QB) was named 
to the All-NSIC South Division first team, 
while senior Jordan Rommes (DB) earned a 
spot on the All-NSIC South Division second 
team. Senior Jesse Hynek (DL), junior Mitchel 
Siech (LB) and sophomore Alex Schneider (OL) 
all claimed spots on the All-NSIC honorable 
mention list. For Lammers, Rommes and Siech, 
the honor is their second All-NSIC nod. Last 

season Lammers and Siech were both on the All-NSIC South Division 
honorable mention list and Rommes made the All-NSIC South 
Division honorable mention list in 2016.

Lammers threw for 2,815 yards and 17 touchdowns this 
season completing 53.5 percent of his passes while 
averaging 255.9 yards per game (third in NSIC) through 
the air. The senior added 267 yards and a pair of 
touchdowns on the ground on 124 attempts to push his 
total offense to 3,082 yards (third in NSIC) this season. 

Over the course of his career in Peacock blue, the Manchester, Iowa, 
native surpassed 6,000 passing yards and 7,000 yards of total offense.

Rommes made the most of his opportunity after moving 
from safety to linebacker in the offseason. The South 
Winneshiek High School product recorded 82 tackles, 
second on the team, including a team-high 13 tackles for 
loss and six sacks. Rommes also forced a fumble in the 
team’s season opener. Over his four years, Rommes 
registered 221 tackles, including 141 solo stops.

Siech earned his second straight honorable mention award 
after tallying 74 tackles this season including 10.5 tackles 
for loss and 3.5 sacks; both were second-most on the 
team. The Peacock junior also grabbed three interceptions, 
including a pair at Minot State. One of his picks against 
the Beavers ended in a 26-yard return for a touchdown.

Hynek led the defensive line for Upper Iowa in 2018 with 
42 tackles, including 22 solo stops and eight tackles for a 
loss. The senior blocked a kick and got to the quarterback 
for a pair of sacks. In his 44 games in Peacock blue, Hynek 
made 103 tackles, including 52 solo stops, 24.5 tackles for 
loss and 8.5 sacks.

Schneider, a sophomore, was the elder statesman on the 
Peacock offensive line, which featured four freshman for 
the majority of the season. The Waterloo, Iowa, product 
led the young offensive line as Upper Iowa averaged 378.1 
yards of total offense per game (eighth in NSIC) this 
season.

Hard fought losses mark Peacock football season

The volleyball team (18-11, 
11-9 NSIC) earned a second 
straight berth in the Northern 
Sun Conference Tournament 
after posting the second-most 
wins in program history. The 
18 wins this season follow 
last year’s record-setting 21 
wins. UIU touted one of the 
best defenses in the high-
powered NSIC this season, 
while posting the most digs in 
the conference (19.9/set), the 
second best opponent hitting 
percentage (.164) and the sixth 
most blocks (2.0/set).

The NSIC named three Peacocks to the all-conference teams, including 
junior Anna Winter (first team), Malissa LeClaire (second team) and 
Haley Weepie (second team). Winter’s honor is her second straight 
after earning second team honors in 2017. The last time UIU had a first 
team honoree was in 2011 with Sara Vance garnering the award. UIU 
had three All-NSIC performers once before in 2012 when Skylar Lesan, 
Kayla Wagner and Melanie Behnke were each second teamers.

Winter registered 404 kills this season with a hitting 
percentage of .257. The junior outside hitter was second in 
the NSIC in kills/set and also added 123 digs, 35 blocks, 11 
aces and eight assists. Her season-high in kills came in a 
five-set loss at Wayne State College when she powered down 
26 on a season high 85 attempts. She reached double figures 

in kills 21 times and hit or surpassed 15 kills in a match 10 times. Most 
impressively, Winter went without an error in a match four times and 
recorded an average of 12 kills in each of those matches.

LeClaire reached some lofty milestones as a senior. The 
setter surpassed both the 1,000-dig mark and the 
3,000-assists mark in her career. LeClaire ranked sixth in the 
NSIC in assists/set with 10.62 and is also a weapon at the 
service line, where she tallied 40 aces this season.

Weepie transitioned from an attacking role as a hitter for 
UIU to the team’s libero this season. In her first full week on 
the job, she was named the NSIC Defensive Player of the 
Week after averaging 6.9 digs/set in three matches. The 
junior put her hands on 4.7 digs/set this season and posted 
the fourth most digs in a match among NSIC defenders this 

season with 36 at Wayne State. Much like LeClaire, Weepie has also been 
a weapon as a server, converting 29 aces against UIU’s opponents. 

Volleyball earns a second straight postseason berth

Brent Lammers

Anna Winter

Brent Lammers

Jordan Rommes

Mitchel Siech

Jesse Hynek

Alex Schneider

Malissa LeClaire

Haley Weepie
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Wrestling Reunion – These wrestling teammates gathered together to catch up during 
Homecoming 2018 in Fayette. All were recruited by Coach Don Parker (front row) back in the ’70s 
and are still good friends today. (Middle row, l-r) Sandy Andrew, Mike Conlon ’78, Joe Smith ’78, 
Debbie Erenberger (wife of the late alum Greg Erenberger ’78), Carol Parker, Shelly Kuennen ’76 
and Carla Mitchell; (back) Kevin Andrew ‘78, Jim Mitchell ’78 and Frank Kuennen ’76. 

The men’s soccer team completed 
their final run in the Mid-
America Intercollegiate Athletic 
Association this season with a 
5-9-2 overall record and a 3-5-0 
mark against MIAA opponents, 
finishing just a point behind third 
place. UIU will be competing in 
the Great Lakes Intercollegiate 
Athletic Conference (GLIAC) 
beginning in 2019. Upper Iowa 
opened the year with a 3-2-2 
record, but the team lost seven of 
its final nine games, including a 
pair of one-goal defeats.

The MIAA named five Peacocks to 
the all-conference team, including 
Seth Russell (second team), Italo 
Martins Soares (second team), 

Marko Cirko (second team), Efrain Gonzalez Jr. (honorable mention) and 
Robin Stoffels (honorable mention).

Russell, the Peacock co-captain, earned his third All-MIAA 
award of his career. He earned first team honors in 2017 and 
an honorable mention after his freshman season in 2016. 
Russell played in 14 of 16 games this year for Upper Iowa, 
anchoring UIU’s defense. He took 15 shots and scored his lone 
goal on the road against Lindenwood.

Martins Soares was selected to All-MIAA Second Team 
honors for the second time in his career after a strong 
performance during his sophomore campaign. Martins Soares 
played in all 16 games and led the Peacocks in multiple 
offensive categories, including goals (five), assists (four), points 
(14) and shots (51).
 

Cirko also earned his way onto the All-MIAA Second Team 
for the second straight year. The Peacock co-captain played in 
13 games during his junior season. He scored two goals for 
Upper Iowa, the highlight of which was a game-winning 
penalty kick against Lindenwood that lifted the Peacocks over 
the Lions in the final minute of the game.

Gonzalez Jr. saw action in 14 games this season and was a big 
part of the Peacock midfield. He notched one assist on the 
year, which came against Fort Hays State.

Stoffels was the lone Peacock freshman to gain an All-MIAA 
recognition. A staple for the Peacock backline, he played in 15 
of Upper Iowa’s 16 games, including all four shutouts. In 
addition to his excellent defending, Stoffels was often involved 
in the Peacock attack. He recorded one assist on the season 
and found the back of the net against Northeastern State.

Men’s soccer grows in youth movement Women’s soccer finds success  
in season’s second half
Upper Iowa finished the 2018 season with a 3-13-2 overall record, and a 2-11-2 
mark in the Northern Sun Conference. The Peacocks opened the season with a home 
win over Fort Hays State and added victories over MSU Moorhead and Minnesota 
Duluth and ties with Augustana and St. Cloud State. UIU dropped its fair share of 
heartbreakers, losing six matches by a single goal, including a 2-1 loss in overtime to 
No. 23 Truman State at home.

UIU will bring back a group of 
talent that saw several minutes 
this season led by this season’s 
lead-scorer sophomore 
Katie Samuels (five goals), 
goalkeeper Natalie Rudrud, 
who posted 129 saves in over 
1600 minutes in goal, and 
defensive threat Aimee Sies.

Women’s Cross Country update 
Upper Iowa placed 15th in the NSIC Women’s Cross Country Championships in 
Aberdeen, South Dakota, before placing 34th in the NCAA Regional in Joplin, Missouri. 
Serianna Dehmlow led the Peacocks with times of 24:39.3 in the NSIC meet and 
24:44.9 at the regional event. Alyssa 
Weber was second on the team in 
both events with marks of 25:04.5 and 
25:30.5, respectively. Eliza Parish ran her 
6Ks in 25:48.4 and 26:17.1, while Sidney 
Schnor finished in times of 26:04.8 and 
26:27.7. Christonna Shafranski rounded 
out UIU’s scoring fivesome with times 
of 26:07.5 and 27:24.6. Cyan McGee 
(27:54.2/28:01.3) and Sammantha 
Larisch (27:58.9/27:37.8) also ran for 
UIU at the championships. The Peacocks 
averaged a time of 25:32.9 in Aberdeen 
and 26:05 in Joplin.

Seth Russell

Italo Martins 
Soares

Marko Cirko

Efrain Gonzalez Jr.

Robin Stoffels

(Back row, l-r) Christonna Shafranski, 
Sidney Schnor, Sammantha Larisch, Cyan 
McGee, Eliza Parish; (front) Serianna 
Dehmlow, Alyssa Weber.

Natalie Rudrud
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CLASS NOTES
1960s Daniel “Dan” Conry ’63, 
Sun City West, Arizona, was inducted into 
the Iowa Coaches Association Basketball 
Officials Hall of Fame and Iowa High School 
Athletic Association Officials Hall of Fame. 
He officiated for over 18 years.

Albert “Al” Wilson ’65, 
Vista, California, took 
a copy of The Bridge on 
his fall trip to Vienna 
Summer Palace in 
Germany.

1970s Wendy Walker ’73, 
Bloomfield, New Jersey, retired from 
Carteret Elementary after 44 years teaching 
as a district instructor. 

Rick Dillinger ’76, Alleman, Iowa, was 
named assistant coach for the University of 
Iowa softball program. He is a member of the 
UIU Athletics Hall of Fame and IGCA Hall of 
Fame. Rick coached high school softball and 
girls basketball for 42 years. 

Ron Bergfeld ’77, Clive, 
Iowa, loves traveling all 
over the world and is 
pictured here in New 
York City holding his 
copy of The Bridge.

Carolina Canchola ’78, 
McAllen, Texas, and  
Dr. Darlene Biggers, UIU 
dean of women from 1975-
80, reunited to celebrate  
Dr. Biggers’ retirement from 
University of Houston — 

Clear Lake as associate vice president for 
student services. 

Kirk Vidas ’79, Chicago, Illinois, was presented 
the George K. Mazareas Recognition Award 
at the Agganis Tournament. The award is in 
honor of George Mazareas, who is fighting a 
battle against ALS.

 

1980s Richard Darden ’87, 
Abilene, Texas, had his book, Leadership 
Shaped by the Potter’s Hand, published.

1990s Jackie Bridges ’93, 
Carrollton, Texas, led the North Texas 
Stampede football team to victory in 
the Minor Professional Football League 
Championship in June 2018. Jackie was a 
football player at UIU and was inducted into 
the UIU Athletic Hall of Fame in 2012. 

Neil Wilkinson ’99, Oelwein, Iowa, qualified 
for the Court of the Table membership 
in the Million Dollar Round Table. Those 
who qualify are among the world’s leading 
life insurance and financial services 
professionals.

2000s Megan Birt ’00, Monticello, 
Iowa, was named coordinator of educational 
partnerships and projects at Millikin 
University in Decatur, Illinois. 

Jamie Ness ’01, Maxwell, Iowa, was named 
the vice president of procurement and 
facilities at Venerable.

Sheila Schroeder ’01, 
Calmar, Iowa, 
enjoyed the Kansas 
City Chiefs/ Denver 
Broncos NFL football 
game at Arrowhead 
Stadium on October 
28, 2018. Prior to the 
game they snapped a 

photo with their copy of The Bridge.

Frederick “Zach” Zimmerman ’02, 
Janesville, Iowa, was named interim 
principal for Irving Elementary School. 

Pamela (Kruse) Goedken ’03, Dyersville, 
Iowa, joined the Trust Department at Farmers 
State Bank in Marion as vice president, 
senior trust office. Pamela has worked in the 
financial industry for 29 years. 

Evan Kooiker ’03, ’09, Le Mars, Iowa, joined 
Primebank as their chief financial officer. 

Terrence “Terry” Sheridan ’03, Janesville, 
Wisconsin, has been promoted to deputy 
chief of the Janesville Police Department. 
Terry has served 26 years in various roles  
in the department.

Thomas Hampton ’05, Prairie du Chien, 
Wisconsin, was inducted as the third degree 
member and outside guard of Campion 
Council 1840 Knights of Columbus in June 
2018.

Christine Wescott ’05, Fairbank, Iowa, was 
promoted to senior student record specialist 
at Upper Iowa University.

Abby (Foster) Brekke ’06, Hudson, Iowa, 
joined Larry K. Fox & Associates as the 
operations specialist. 

Lucas Halverson ’06, Boca Raton, Florida, 
was promoted to assistant director of 
vocational rehabilitation privatized services 
in Florida, operated by ServiceSource.

Allison (Waters) Johnson ’06, 
Independence, Iowa, was promoted from 
records processing specialist to student 
records specialist at Fayette Campus.

Cory Allison ’07, Clive, Iowa, was bestowed 
the 2018 Iowa Assistant Elementary 
Principal of the Year Award by the School 
Administrators of Iowa.

Richard “Rich” Higgins ’07, Ames, Iowa, 
was named Ames fire chief after several years 
in the department and serving as the interim 
chief since April 2018. He assumed his duties 
on September 1, 2018.

Joshua Michel ’07, Cambridge, Iowa, joined 
Iowa State Extension and Outreach as a field 
agronomist. He will be working to deliver 
education and programming to support 
farmers in southeast Iowa. 

Amanda (Bevill) Jones ’08, Bondurant,  
Iowa, opened Barks and Wags with her 
husband in 2011. In the spring of 2018, her 
business was named Best Pet Daycare of East 
Polk County. 
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Darlyne Keller ’08, Wausau, Wisconsin,  
was appointed as the new president/CEO  
at Rock Valley Credit Union. 

Daniel “Dan” McCready ’08, Grapevine, 
Texas, accepted the head coaching position 
for the men’s and women’s wrestling program 
at Lebanon Trial in Frisco, Texas. Dan had 
led the team at Northwest High School for 
eight years, achieving five top-10 finishes 
at the state tournament and was named 
2017-2018 Wrestling Coach of the Year for 
women’s wrestling. 

Samuel “Sam” Moultrie ’08, Wilmington, 
Delaware, was named a Delaware Business 
Times “2018 DBT40” award winner.

Angela “Angie” (Everhart) Baish ’09, 
Waterloo, Iowa, has been promoted at 
Veridian Credit Union to collection systems 
analyst. She has been employed at Veridian 
for 12 years. 

Jennifer Cummings ’09, Beloit, 
Wisconsin, was promoted to the position 
of vice president — deposit operations 
for Blackhawk Bank. She has worked for 
Blackhawk Bank since 1999. 

  

2010s Ursula (Bruce) Holmes ’10, 
Waterloo, Iowa, joined Cedar Valley Hospice 
as their Cedar AIDS Support System case 
manager. 

Stacy (Maher) Jacobs ’10, Simpsonville, 
South Carolina, joined Caldwell Banker Cain 
in Greenville, South Carolina, as a residential 
sales agent.

Aaron Wedo ’10, Arlington, Iowa, was hired 
as the human resources director for UIU on 
the Fayette Campus. He previously worked as 
the human resources manager of UnityPoint 
Health and has 10 years of experience. 

Benjamin “Ben” Curran ’11, Oelwein, Iowa, 
was promoted to associate head football 
coach for Upper Iowa University.

Samantha “Sam” 
Hansel ’11, Elgin, 
Iowa, Tracy 
Nuss ’11, West 
Union, Iowa, 
Nicole Lenius 
’12, Washington, 
Iowa, and Regina 

“Gina” (Hoffman) Panuska ’14, Maynard, 
Iowa, were united at the Fayette County Fair 
in West Union, Iowa, during the 5k. All four 
individuals placed in their age group.

Craig Jackson, Jr. ’11, Champaign, 
Illinois, was welcomed as the director of 
advancement for the University of Illinois  
in the Department of Electrical and 
Computer Engineering. 

Melisa (Barley) Jones-Hauschild ’12, Prairie 
du Chien, Wisconsin, was hired at MFL 
MarMac and will begin teaching the business 
education high school courses.

Christina (Hanson) Christensen ’13,  
Elk Run Heights, Iowa, was promoted to 
account resolution team leader for Veridian 
Credit Union. 

Clifford Gatlin ’13, Woodworth, Louisiana, 
was named Louisiana College’s director of 
safety and security. Prior to this position, 
he was the captain of the Alexandria Police 
Department, where he served 33 years.

Tamara “Tammy” (Dagitz) Lauritzen 
’13, Oelwein, Iowa, was named director of 
nursing for Aase Haugen Senior Services 
after more than 10 years of experience in 
health care and leadership. 

Ashley (Johnson) Stanbrough ’13, Fayette, 
Iowa, accepted a position as an academic 
advisor for UIU. She previously served as 
an Upper Explorerland Regional Planning 
Commission career coach.

Trevor Hook ’14, Fayette, Iowa, was 
promoted to associate head men’s basketball 
coach for UIU.

Kylie (Loesch) Jirak, CNM ’14, Saint Lucas, 
Iowa, joined Gundersen Palmer Lutheran 
Hospital in West Union and Postville as a 

nurse midwife. She has been a registered 
nurse for the hospital for the past six years.

Logan ’14 and Kelsey (Taldone) ’14 
Johnson, Minneapolis, Minnesota, were 
married on June 2018 and had several 
Peacocks in attendance to help them 
celebrate!

Regina “Gina” (Hoffman) Panuska ’14, 
Maynard, Iowa, began as the agronomy sales 
specialist for the SilverEdge Cooperation in 
Edgewood, Iowa. 

Casey (Ryan) Westphalen ’14, Atlantic, 
Iowa, began as chief financial officer and 
business analyst for Kerns and Associates. 

Rose (Kern) Dougan ’15, Fayette, Iowa, 
started her new position in November 2018 
as a UIU student financial services specialist 
in Student Accounts. 

Trent Hunter ’15, Evansdale, Iowa, was 
named one of the Waterloo Courier’s Class 
of 2018 “20 Under 40.” He was one of 20 men 
and women selected as a young leader in the 
Cedar Valley community. 

Tiffany Stouffer ’15, Waverly, Iowa, was  
hired as the annual giving program manager 
for Wartburg College in Waverly, Iowa. 

Rhys ’16 and Jessica (Dickhaus) ’15 
Williams, Golden Valley, Minnesota,  
were married on July 28, 2018. 

Travis Granberg ’16, Oelwein, Iowa, was 
hired as an admissions counselor for the 
national market at Upper Iowa University.

Valerie (Stapella) Hack ’16, Waterloo, Iowa, 
began as the patient care coordinator for 
VGM’s Homelink Division. 
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Logan Hopp ’16, Decorah, Iowa, graduated 
from the Iowa Law Enforcement Academy 
and will begin his work with the Decorah, 
Iowa, Police Department.

Lucas Mochal ’16, Hazleton, Iowa, was hired 
at Upper Iowa University as an admissions 
counselor for the national market.

Angel (Lundy) Peters ’16, Elk Run Heights, 
Iowa, has been promoted to core systems 
specialist at Veridian Credit Union. She has 
been working for Veridian for 16 years and 
was previously a systems analyst. 

Tonya Saddoris ’16, Sumner, Iowa, is 
working as an admissions counselor for  
UIU at the Fayette Campus. She formerly 
worked as a graduate assistant for UIU’s 
Student Activities.

Bradley “Brad” Sweeney ’16, Fayette, 
Iowa, was promoted to senior admissions 
counselor at Upper Iowa University.

Abigail “Abby” Ungerer ’16, Hawkeye, 
Iowa, is the new records processing specialist 
at UIU’s Fayette Campus.

Morgan (LaRue) Adams ’17, Arlington, 
Iowa, works as the graphic designer for 
Kendrick Home, a line of wood signs and 
home décor. She recently received the Trend 
Watch Design award for 2018 with her piece 
“In the Clouds.”

Tricia (Loomis) Anderson ’17, Castalia, 
Iowa, was hired to teach four-year-old 
preschool in the Postville Community 
School District for the 2018-19 school year. 

Chad Bergmeier ’17, Hudson, Iowa, was 
hired to teach high school business in the 
Union Community School District. 

Brian ’06 and Brittni (Nelson) Crane, Waconia, Minnesota, 
welcomed baby boy number three to their family. Callen Michael 
Crane was born on July 7, 2018.

Jose ’07 and Alicia Zapata, Gilroy, California, 
welcome their fourth child, Paul Vincenzo Zapata. 
He was born July 19, 2018, and was 9 lbs., 12 oz. 
and 21 inches long.

Sarah (Best) McCoy ’08, Tupelo, Oklahoma, and her husband, Cord, 
welcomed their daughter, Tulsa Rae McCoy.

Nick and Carlyn (Wacker) ’09 Lechtenberg, 
Waukon, Iowa, announce the birth of their son, Teff 
James Lechtenberg, born July 12, 2018. He weighed 
5 lbs., 15 oz. and measured 18.75 inches long.

Brandon ’09 and Lidra (Xiong) ’07 Schenk, 
Fresno, California, announced the birth of 
their second child, Grayson Dakota Schenk. He 
was born on June 22, 2018. Brandon is a sales 
representative for Eastbay in the Central Valley, 
and Lidra is in her 12th year teaching.

Kreston ’09 and Sarah Albright, Lynnwood, Washington, welcomed 
their daughter, Leilani Ortiz Albright, on August 9, 2018. 

Crystal (Czarnecki) ’11 and Chris Chapman, 
Ankeny, Iowa, welcomed their first child, Dashel 
Everett Chapman, on June 23. Their bundle of joy 
was 6 lbs., 15 oz. and 20.5 inches long. 

Joey ’12 and Payton (Wacker) ’11 Lapel, Waukon, 
Iowa, announce the birth of their son, Nels 
Connor Lapel, born May 26, 2018. He weighed 9 
lbs., and measured 21 1/2 inches in length.

Dr. Andrew ’11 and Britney (Quaale) ’13 Youde, 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, welcomed Sloane 
Alexandra Youde on July 19, 2018. Their little girl 
was 6 lbs., 15 oz. and 19 inches long. 

Andrew ’12 and Elissa Wenthe, Fayette, Iowa, 
introduce the newest member of their family, 
Dashel Michael Wenthe. Dashel joined his older 
siblings—Annaliese, Juliet and Cormac on July 23, 
2018. He weighed 9 lbs., 2 oz. and was 21 inches 
long. 

Cedric Collins ’13, River Forest, Illinois, 
welcomed his daughter, Cameron Allysa Collins, 
in June 2018.

Danielle (Gernes) ’13 and Wade 
Gobin, Cannon Falls, Minnesota, 
welcomed their second child, Kade 
Arnold Gobin, on July 15, 2018. 
Kade joined big sister Kenna Marie 
Gobin. Soon after, the couple was 
wed on September 15, 2018.
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Nicole “Nikki” (Petersen) Bergmeier ’17, 
Hudson, Iowa, is joining the Dike-New 
Hartford Community Schools as the high 
school special education teacher. 

Nicole Gibson ’17, Elgin, Iowa, was 
promoted to assistant director of admissions 
at Upper Iowa University. 

Hollie Hampton ’17, Waterloo, Iowa, joined 
the North Tama School District. She will be 
teaching eighth grade reading, 10th grade 
English and 12th grade writing courses.

Teah Kastendieck ’17, Grimes, Iowa, 
accepted a position as the direct instruction 
teacher in Johnston, Iowa, at Lawson 
Elementary. She will be teaching students 
from kindergarten through second grade. 

Brooke Parmely ’17, Hazleton, Iowa, 
accepted a preschool teaching position in the 
Jesup Community School District. 

Christina “Tina” Salazar ’17, Urbandale, 
Iowa, was hired to teach first grade at Oviatt 
Elementary in the Norwalk Community 
School District.

Crystal (Waits) Sales ’17, Altoona, Iowa, 
accepted a pre-primary teaching position at 
Northeast Montessori School within the Des 
Moines Public School District. 

Brittany Schaefer ’17, Waterloo, Iowa, was 
hired as a third grade teacher at Highland 
Elementary School in Waterloo. 

Austen “A.J.” Seely ’17, West Des Moines, 
Iowa, was hired as the second emergency 
management coordinator for Dallas County. 
This 24-year-old has been working in 
emergency services for over six years.

Alisha VanderWoude ’17, Elgin, Iowa, 
started as the soil conservationist in 
Allamakee County on October 29, 2018. She 
previously worked as the soil conservationist 
in Butler County and completed internships 
in Clayton, Muscatine and Fayette Counties 
– all located in Iowa. 

Joshua “Josh” Weeber ’17, Dubuque, Iowa, 
was promoted to assistant men’s basketball 
coach at Upper Iowa University.

Andrew Zupkoff ’17, Forsyth, Illinois, 
began working as the new economic and 
community development director of 
Freeport, Illinois.

Derek Ahrens ’18, Davenport, Iowa, 
accepted a position at Central High School 
in Davenport. He will be working with 
high school students who require special 
education in the life skills program.

Hattie Bagbey ’18, West Des Moines, 
Iowa, was hired to teach upper elementary 
(grades three-six) special education at Clive 
Learning Academy within the West Des 
Moines School District. 

Rachel Beier ’18, Grimes, Iowa, was hired to 
teach preschool at Rolling Green Elementary 
in Urbandale, Iowa. 

Saba “Sabah” Dickerson ’18, Jacksonville, 
Florida, accepted the position as assistant 
women’s basketball Coach at Iowa Central 
Community College in Fort Dodge, Iowa. 

Markus Hawes ’18, Fayette, Iowa, was hired 
as the UIU Tutor Center director at Fayette 
Campus.

Breanna Heichert ’18, Andover, Minnesota, 
accepted a position teaching physical 
education for kindergarten–seventh grade 
and health for fifth and sixth grade at New 
Century School in Saint Paul, Minnesota. 

Dominic “Dom” Hillesheim ’18, Menasha, 
Wisconsin, began an internship working for 
the Chicago Bears immediately following 
graduation, which has since turned into a 
full-time position.

Luke Krauser ’18, Wonder Lake, Illinois, 
began as the track and field graduate 
assistant for UIU after graduation.

Alexis Lloyd ’18, Fayette, Iowa, will be 
working to recruit new students as an 
admissions counselor for UIU.

Kerrin (Baker) Martinson ’18, Altoona, 
Iowa, was hired by Des Moines Public 
School District to teach Power English at 
Scavo High School.

Taryn Nelson ’18, Bettendorf, Iowa, was 
hired to teach kindergarten at St. Paul the 
Apostle Catholic School in Davenport, Iowa.

Lindsay (Finical) Niebuhr ’18, Fairbank, 
Iowa, is teaching lower elementary special 
education at Jesup Community Schools. 

Shannon Nix ’18, Glencoe, Minnesota, 
started working as the events coordinator at 
McNamara Alumni Center in the University 
of Minnesota. 

Ganna “Anna” Okolot ’18, Fayette, Iowa, 
was hired at UIU as a graduate assistant for 
Student Life.

Brittany Quigley ’18, Ionia, Iowa, accepted 
a position with the North Butler School 
District. She will work with students with 
disabilities in grades 7-12.

Alexandra “Alex” Roby ’18, Rosemount, 
Minnesota, began teaching second grade at 
New Century School in St. Paul, Minnesota, 
in the fall of 2018.

Brooklyn Schamens ’18, Neenah, 
Wisconsin, accepted a first grade teaching 
position with Kuemper Catholic Elementary 
School.

Leah (Sponseller) Stewart ’18, Fayette, 
Iowa, accepted a position as the Spanish 
teacher for South Winneshiek High School.

Bethany “Buff ” Stock ’18, Waukon, Iowa, 
began working as a graduate assistant for 
Student Life at UIU following graduation.

Jalen Tranbarger ’18, Sumner, Iowa, was 
hired to teach third grade in Fredericksburg 
for the Sumner-Fredericksburg School 
District. 



Jean (Hutchison) Weers ’40
10/01/2017, Lenexa, KS

Dorothy (Pilgrim) Keltner ’42
11/09/2018, Edgewood, IA

Mavis (Anderson) Shaffer ’46
04/22/2018, Lime Springs, IA

Lorna (Durey) Zupke ’46
11/11/2018, Randalia, IA

Jacquelyn (Rowland) Carlson ’49
09/15/2017, Delaware, OH

William Moore ’49
02/15/2018, Mason City, IA

Beverly (Beaver) Robrock ’49
10/02/2018, New Hampton, IA

Gerald Eimers ’50
09/06/2018, Dike, IA

J. David Runyon ’50
07/19/2016, Council Bluffs, IA

Edgar Stalker ’52
10/29/2018, Saint Paul, MN

Ruth (Becker) Newcomb ’55
01/18/2018, Monticello, FL

Bernhard Huenecke ’56
02/14/2017, Longville, MN

Peter Greco ’57
01/09/2018, Waterloo, IA

Richard Winterroth ’58
08/31/2018, Reinbeck, IA

Phillip Copenhaver ’60
11/15/2018, Independence, IA

James Manson ’64
11/16/2017, Quasqueton, IA

Vonna (Bishop) Buchholz ’65
11/24/2018, Sun Prairie, WI

Scott Grant ’66
03/18/2017, Logan, IA

Arlene (Donat) Samuelson ’66
10/04/2018, Cedar Falls, IA

Patricia (Eischeid) Wessels ’66
08/05/2018, LaCrescent, MN

Anna (Brabham) Cheeseman ’67
10/15/2018, Elkader, IA

Betty (Watts) Downs ’68
10/20/2018, Oelwein, IA

Patrick Roby ’69
09/25/2017, Cedar Rapids, IA

Karen (Saatkamp) Warner ’69
05/18/2018, Lombard, IL

Wesley Bunnell ’71
08/15/2018, Glidden, IA

Donna (Stone) Green ’71
11/29/2018, Independence, IA

Charles Mares ’71
12/14/2017, New Carlisle, IN

Kenneth Richard ’71
08/26/2018, Seguin, TX

Dorothy (Shaffer) Seamans ’72
09/06/2018, Rowley, IA

Gloria (Praska) Drilling ’75
06/22/2018, New Hampton, IA

Clifton Murdock ’75
09/15/2017, Asheville, NC

Augustine Verrengia ’75
05/17/2018, Lago Vista, TX

Richard Anderson ’76
04/03/2018, Bentonville, AR

William Pruett ’76
01/18/2018, Goldsboro, NC

Robert Uznanski ’78
05/19/2017, Hickory Hills, IL

Earl Morris ’79
02/07/2018, Summerfield, FL

Harold Reddish ’79
09/25/2017, Colorado Springs, CO

Keith Van Ness ’79
10/04/2018, Silver Spring, MD

Robert Walker ’79
02/07/2018, Birmingham, AL

Arlene (Church) Houlihan ’81
03/30/2018, Decorah, IA

Francis Kroon ’82
10/12/2018, Sioux Falls, SD

Robert Berrang ’85
10/10/2017, Waynesboro, VA

Margaret Newman ’86
02/11/2018, Albia, IA

Wesley Jones ’89
06/09/2018, Cedar Falls, IA

Walter Center ’90
02/04/2017, Macon, GA

Ronald Rathbone ’90
11/06/2018, Readlyn, IA

Michael Kroening ’91
11/26/2018, Davenport, IA

Frederick Kruse ’91
07/21/2018, Havana, IL

Peter Kuilema ’91
03/27/2016, Temecula, CA

Jeanne (Walker) Ruehlow ’95
10/27/2018, Savannah, GA

Leo Manahl ’99
08/26/2018, Cedar Falls, IA

Robert Gray ’00
03/19/2018, Alexandria, LA

Ronna (Haile) Tewell ’00
12/03/2018, Rockford, IL

Michael Sadler ’04
06/20/2018, Urbandale, IA

Jennifer (Tibben) Greazel ’07
04/18/2018, Manning, IA

Kimberly (Mooney) Biddle ’09
01/30/2018, Runnells, IA

Rebecca Daily-Vesperman ’12
03/21/2018, Prairie Du Chien, WI

Steven “J.R.” Baker, former student
09/04/2018, West Union, IA

Tyesha Coleman, current student
11/02/2018, Deridder, LA

Richard Cray, former student
11/06/2018, Chester, IA

John Doerges, former faculty
06/03/2018, Spearfish, SD

Ila (Schredemeier) Dyball,  
former student
06/20/2018, Denver, IA

Gary Gilson, former student
10/30/2018, Oelwein, IA

Kenneth Glass, former student
10/21/2017, Mason, OH

Richard Haw, friend of UIU
11/26/2018, Cresco, IA

Rosemary (Leitch) Hanson,  
former student
10/30/2018, West Union, IA

A. Lucille (Luse) Knos,  
former student
09/12/2018, Rupert, ID

George Leonhart, former student
03/17/2018, Apple Valley, CA

Johnetta (Ferguson) Marshall, 
former student
05/17/2017, Louisville, KY

Georgia (Robinson) Mayfield,  
former faculty
04/08/2018, Arabi, LA

Richard Nihart, friend of UIU
11/10/2018, Fayette, IA

Robert Rewoldt, former student
09/01/2018, Lebanon, OR

Raymond Stelmachuk,  
former student
11/03/2018, West Fargo, ND

Ronald Thompson, former student
07/07/2018, Mount Pleasant, IA

Daniel Volker, former staff
10/27/2018, Maynard, IA

‘In Memoriam’ submissions
Should you learn of the passing of a fellow Peacock, please notify the Office of  

Institutional Advancement & Alumni Development: phone: 563-425-5388,   
email: alumni@uiu.edu or send us a note to P.O. Box 1857, Fayette, IA 52142
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IN MEMORIAM
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The Acacia Fraternity is planning a 2019 Homecoming reunion, celebrating their 45th anniversary 
of its charter. All Acacia alumni, their families and former chapter advisors are invited to attend. 
Further details will be forthcoming. Please direct questions to Jeff Stavnes at 712-299-2199 or 
jstavnes1954@mediacombb.net; Mike Knickrehm at 563-320-3039 or iron_mike@mchsi.com  
or Jon Miller at 319-361-3512 or jsmiller1978@hotmail.com. 

1975 Acacia members: (Front row, l-r) Dave Christoffer ’76, Mike Tritle ’75, Jon Miller ’75, John  
“Jack”  Lewis ’75, Craig Wander ’75, Bob Gaida ’75, Steve Reid ’75, Firmo Lopez ’78; (middle) Shawn 
LaCarte ’78, Bill Delauro ’78, Bob Krueger ’77, Mike Beck ’76, Mike Knickrehm ’77, Jeff Stavnes ’76, 
Dave Stevens ’77, Ron Patterson ’76; (back) Duane Herman ’77, Craig Frost ’77, Tim Hopper ’80,  
Dave Bethke ’77 and Keith Freesemann ’77.

As you can see on the map, our 
Peacock family, made up of over 
41,000 individuals, is located all 
over the world. The Alumni Office 
organizes events throughout 
the year to build relationships 
with alums and offer 
networking opportunities 
for them to utilize. Feel free 
to send event suggestions our 
way — we’re always looking 
for new cities to visit, venues to 
explore and experiences for you 
to enjoy.

Please contact us if you’ve relocated,  
so we can update our records and 
make sure you receive your event 
invites. We look forward to seeing 
you at an upcoming event soon!
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605 Washington St.
P.O. Box 1857

Fayette, IA 52142

Please be aware, we rely heavily on your help for the accuracy of our alumni database. Contact the Office of Institutional  
Advancement & Alumni Development with any name or address changes at 563-425-5388 or alumni@uiu.edu. Thank you. 

The premiere 18-hole golf course of northeast Iowa!
• FREE green fees for UIU students  

–  partially funded by Mike Moser Memorial Golf Tournament

• Driving range and practice green

• Breakfast, lunch and dinner menu

• Full-service bar

• Club house available for private  
and business functions

• Hotel package in partnership  
with Boarders Inn & Suites

For additional course information, 
visit us on Facebook or at  

bigrockcountryclub.org

9684 146th Street – Fayette, IA   |  563-425-3687

BIG ROCK

COUNTRY CLUB


