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Congratulations and best wishes to all our graduates!  
Nothing is more momentous than Commencement — a day in 
which we recognize dreams coming true, incredible teamwork, 
and a commitment to succeed. We are extremely proud of you 
and all that you have accomplished, and we will work hard to 
continue to make you proud of your Alma Mater.

William R. Duffy II, Ed.D., Ed.S.  
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senior EmiLee Novak of Fairfield, Iowa, is 
seated most comfortably behind the wheel 
of a Top Dragster in the National Hot Rod 
Association (NHRA) racing series. See page 6 
for the full story. Photo courtesy of UIU senior 
graphic design major Zachary Lefebure from 
Norway, Iowa.
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More information about these headline stories and others can be found at uiu.edu and/or uiubridge.com. Additional photos can be viewed at Flickr.com/upperiowauniversity.

NEWS BRIEFS
Online student works toward putting 
CAP on management career
After being employed with GEICO 
for three years, Rachel Rogatski 
realized she wanted to pursue a 
supervisory or management role 
with the insurance company. She 
also understood that to achieve 
this next step in her career, she 
would need to complete specific 
college-level business classes. This 
opportunity was realized when 
the 28-year-old aspiring manager 
found her path to opportunity 
through a Corporate Advantage 
Partnership (CAP) between GEICO 
and Upper Iowa University.

“When I discovered the core classes were available to help me fulfill my next career goals, I signed 
up immediately,” Rogatski said. “It was a very easy application process. I did not expect the UIU 
staff to be so readily available in providing assistance. It took only a few minutes and everything I 
needed was provided to me. The UIU faculty have been equally exceptional. It is very evident that 
Upper Iowa has their students’ best interests in mind.”

Already possessing a bachelor’s degree from University of Michigan, Rogatski admits to 
originally entering the classes with a mindset to simply finish and learn her coursework. She 
had no desire to go above and beyond what was required by her employer. However, after her 
Peacock experience the Northville, Michigan, native is considering the pursuit of an Upper Iowa 
MBA next year. 

“The professors really made the classes enjoyable and interesting,” Rogatski said. “In addition, the 
material taught was used in real-life examples. The professors made it a point to try and make the 
class material pertain to GEICO and the entire insurance industry. This helped us as a class to not 
only understand the material but to actually have the ability to use it in our profession. To this day, 
I still think of the things I have learned and try to incorporate them into what I am doing.” 

Rogatski uses her newfound knowledge as a way to continue growing as a GEICO associate. She 
also applies her UIU education and resources to help coach fellow employees and better prepare 
herself as a future business leader. 

“My CAP experience with UIU has really helped shape who I am and who I want to become in the 
future,” Rogatski said. “It is hard to balance full-time employment with homework. The convenient 
course offerings provided by UIU make the stress of learning much more enjoyable. UIU really 
makes the balancing act easy for all students so we can easily focus on learning and utilizing the 
material in our everyday lives.”

Corporate Advantage Partnership (CAP) program members, employees, their spouses and 
dependent children (under the age of 26) are eligible to receive set tuition grants for courses taken 
at any of Upper Iowa’s 20 U.S. educational centers or through UIU distance education programs. 
The application fee is also typically waived for all participants.

UIU’s CAP program provides an extra benefit to corporate employees and their families while 
saving them money on their education. Those who are interested in learning more about the CAP 
program are encouraged to visit uiu.edu/corporateadvantage.

Pearl Lagoon entrepreneurial 
initiative continues 
Upper Iowa University’s educational mission to Pearl Lagoon, Nicaragua, continued in January 
2018. This year’s UIU delegation included five UIU student-athletes: Anna Winter, a sophomore 
volleyball player from Rochester, Minnesota, majoring in biology, chemistry and mathematics; 
Lauren Wombles, a senior volleyball player from Bloomington, Illinois, majoring in marketing 
and management; Tanner Thompson, a junior football player from Forest City, Iowa, majoring in 
accounting and finance; Cory Mullins, a junior golfer from West Des Moines, Iowa, majoring in 
marketing and financial management; and Julia Szepieniec, a sophomore golfer from Eau Claire, 
Wisconsin, majoring in biology.

Over the past three years, a contingent of Upper Iowa students have traveled to Pearl Lagoon to 
help promote entrepreneurial initiatives to youth and adults in the community. This year’s team 
worked to assemble the first of four education modules that would serve as a general business 
curriculum for URACCAN, an intercultural university in Western Nicaragua. Szepieniec reported 
that the program was well received and the team will make requested adjustments before 
implementation of the first module in the near future. In addition, the team collaborated with a 
Kid’s Camp and a Build 2 Learn Camp, both geared toward young adults. Additional information 
about the latest UIU student experiences at Pearl Lagoon can be viewed at uiubridge.com.

Cheong to attend global conference
Upper Iowa University senior Andre Cheong has been chosen to 
participate in the Global X-Culture Conference and Symposium in 
Macerata, Italy, July 29-August 4. A business administration major 
from Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, Cheong was among approximately 
4,500 students and faculty worldwide selected to apply to attend 
the symposium. Only the top 150 applicants were invited to the 
event. Additional information can be found at uiubridge.com.

Andre Cheong

Fayette Appreciation Day at UIU

UIU students, faculty, staff and other community volunteers 
helped with a variety of Fayette Appreciation Day projects at 
local schools, daycare centers, athletic facilities, parks, Fayette 
County Food Shelf, landscaping and general community 
cleanup projects in the surrounding area. Peacock freshman 
basketball player and business major Sam Allen (left) of 
Grinnell, Iowa, was among the 300-plus volunteers who 
didn’t let weather delays keep them from completing 33 
projects during the 2018 Fayette Appreciation Day. 
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Upper Iowa University alumni and longtime friends of the 
University Roger Mangan ’62 of Littleton, Colorado, and  
Lowell Tiedt ’71 of Anamosa, Iowa, were recently elected to  
the UIU Board of Trustees.

A native of Chicago, Illinois, Roger Mangan graduated from 
UIU with a bachelor’s degree in history, political science and 
French. A four-time Peacock letter winner, he compiled a 33-2-2 
career record and won Iowa Intercollegiate Athletic Conference 
championships at 147 pounds in 1959 and 1960. He was elected 
into the UIU Athletic Hall of Fame in 2014.

After graduating from UIU, Mangan earned a master’s degree from 
the University of Iowa and an EDS degree from Western Illinois 
University. He started a 16-year teaching and coaching career 
in Fredericksburg, Cresco, Bettendorf and Estherville.  He later 
became an educational consultant for the Mississippi Bend Area 
Education Agency in Davenport, Iowa, before moving to Littleton, 
Colorado, with his wife, Alice, and two daughters in 1976. Upon 
moving to Colorado, Roger opened a State Farm Insurance scratch 
agency. He quickly credits Alice, who worked along his side for 34 

years, as being essential in helping develop the agency into one  
of the largest State Farm agencies in the Denver metropolitan area. 

Lowell Tiedt graduated from Upper Iowa University with a 
bachelor’s degree in physical education/elementary education. 
He later attained a Master of Science degree from Truman State 
University in 1979. In addition to serving over 32 years with 
Cedar Rapids Community Schools, he served nearly 39 years with 
the Iowa Army National Guard where he retired as a command 
sergeant major (CSM). The longtime educator is a past president of 
Anamosa Community Schools.

His community service is widely recognized in Jones County, 
where he has volunteered for a combined 70-plus years as Great 
Jones County Fair president, and as a member of the Jones County 
Land Use Board, Jones County Extension Board, Jones County 
Youth Committee Board and Jones County Cattlemen Association. 
A 15-year member of the Iowa Foundation for Agricultural 
Advancement, Tiedt is also serving as one of the Iowa State Fair 
4-H Beef superintendents. He is currently employed as safety 
director for Rogers Concrete in Anamosa.

Additional members of the UIU Board of Trustees are Dennis 
Murdock, chairman; Steve Harms, vice chair; Richard Andres, 
secretary; John R. Falb, treasurer; members Nancy Betz, Mary 
Cheddie, Peter A. Clemens, William R. Cook, Josem Diaz, Mike 
Eischeid, Betty Davis Firth, Robert R. Firth, Dr. Margaret B. Lawson, 
Scott R. Lebin, Michele Matt, Bernard Pattison, Mike Prochaska and 
Neil Wilkinson.

Newly elected UIU Board of Trustees

Lowell Tiedt ’71            Roger Mangan ’62

(From left) Brandy Willingham, a liberal arts major and Beta Theta 
Omega member, and Jonifah Birmingham, a human service major  
and Kappa Zeta Tau member, enjoy a break from all of the activities  
at Fayette Campus Saturday, April 21. UIU staff and students, 
including Greek club members, once again helped plan and 
organize the successful event. Additional carnival photos 
can be viewed on UIU’s Flickr page at flickr.com/photos/
upperiowauniversity/albums.

Carnival fun day at UIU

On behalf of Upper Iowa University, Archivist Janette Garcia 
hosted Christine Woods Grodek of Richmond, Virginia, and 
her father, James Woods of Waynesville, North Carolina, to 
Fayette Campus in May. Grodek is researching the life of her 
great-great-grandfather Philo (P.R.) Woods, who graduated 
from UIU in 1882 and was a member of the University 
Recruits during the Civil War. Grodek and Garcia exchanged 
documentation that they had uncovered about Philo Woods 
during the special visit. Grodek and her father are pictured 
finding their ancestor’s name on the University Recruits 
plaque outside Alexander-Dickman Hall at Fayette Campus. 
Additional information can be viewed at uiubridge.com .

Ancestorial research

GLO-BUS World leaders
UIU President William R. Duffy congratulated Holland Galbreath (l-r) on 
receiving his bachelor’s degree in management during commencement 
ceremonies at the UIU Fort Sill Center. Galbreath and Fort Sill senior 
management major Brian Andrews of AWorlds-VIEW recently finished eighth 
in the world as part of the GLO-BUS online marketing leadership exercise. Also 
tied for eighth during the week of April 30-May 6 were UIU Waterloo Center All 
About Action student team members Shannon Conaway, Eric Graves, Fatima 
Pehlic, James Thomas and Kelli Edwards. To view the current top 20 global 
standings, visit www.glo-bus.com/stats/top20.html.



FACULTY NOTES
Dr. Greg Beatty, adjunct instructor, had his short story “Behind 
the Mind Guard” accepted for inclusion in the Mind Candy Too 
anthology. Additionally, his short story “I Can Always Tell a John”  
was accepted for inclusion in the Strange Economics anthology.

Dr. Scott Figdore, professor of 
science and Robert L. Fox endowed 
chair of science, presented 
“Rediscovering the Dr. C.C. Parker 
Herbarium Collection” at UIU’s Fayette 
Campus on March 26. 

Dr. Nigel George, professor of physics and mathematics, 
and Dr. Katherine McCarville, professor of geosciences, 
presented a talk titled “STEM-Pros at Upper Iowa: A Glimpse 
of the Future?” on February 2 at the 2017-18 LSAMP IINSPIRE 
Annual Conference, Blending STEM and Society. The talk 
reported on preliminary results from STEM-Pros: Growing 
More STEM Professionals in the Heartland, an S-STEM program 
funded by the National Science Foundation.

Dr. Melinda Heinz, assistant 
professor of psychology, made two 
presentations this spring at the 44th 
annual meeting of the Association for 
Gerontology in Higher Education. One 
presentation was titled “Implementing 
an Oral History Project into a Social 

Gerontology Class.” The other was titled "Concept Maps for 
Sensitive Topics: A Teaching Tool.”

Dr. Rachel Majewski, associate professor of athletic training, 
published her original research, “The Motivational Climate and 
Intrinsic Motivation in the Rehabilitation Setting” in the Journal 
of Sport Rehabilitation (doi: 10.1123/jsr.2016-0228).

Dr. Katherine McCarville, professor 
of geosciences, taught a two-week 
course in Glacial Geomorphology at 
the Iowa Lakeside Laboratory on West 
Lake Okoboji at Milford, Iowa, from 
June 25 to July 7.

Dr. Tokunbo Osinubi, adjunct instructor, co-authored the 
following publications in 2017: “Energy Consumption and GDP 
in the OECD Countries: A Causality Analysis,” published in the 
Review of Economic and Business Studies (Volume X, Issue no.1. 
pp 55-74), and “An Investigation in the Relationship between 
Energy Consumption and GDP in the OECD Countries,” published 
in the International Journal of Economics, Commerce and 
Management (Volume V, Issue no.8. pp 1-24).

Jeffrey Perso, Adjunct Professor, Milwaukee Center, was named 
a finalist for the William Faulkner-William Wisdom Novel Prize 
for his novel Water Bodies. Excerpts from his book have appeared 
or are forthcoming in Crooked/Shift, Embark, Kudzu House 
Quarterly, Twisted Vine Literary Arts Journal, and Why We Right   
Write Outside the Lines.

Dr. Rebecca Schmidt, assistant 
professor of biology, received the 
award for Excellence in Mentoring 
from the Iowa, Illinois, Nebraska Louis 
Stokes Alliance for Minority 
Participation program, also referred to 
as IINSPIRE-LSAMP, at its annual 

conference on February 3. The award was given “for active 
involvement with LSAMP students and dedication to assisting 
students in setting and achieving their own academic, personal 
and professional goals, and through this work has contributed 
significantly to the achievement of LSAMP program goals.”

Dr. Paul Skrade, assistant professor 
of biology, and Conservation 
Management and Environmental 
Science junior EmiLee Novak, along 
with another coauthor, presented a 
poster at the American Ornithological 
Society meeting in Tucson, Arizona, 

titled, “Song Variation of Cerulean Warblers in Northeastern 
Iowa.” They also received a $500 grant from the Iowa 
Ornithologists’ Union to continue their research this summer. 
Skrade received an additional $2,500 grant from the Iowa 
Department of Natural Resources to survey for avian species of 
conservation concern in northeast Iowa.

Dr. Melle Starsen, associate professor of communication, 
presented at the 5th Academic International Conference on Social 
Sciences and Humanities (AICSSH), hosted by FLE Learning, Ltd., 
on May 21-23 at Cambridge University, United Kingdom. The 
presentation is based on research for a paper titled, “ ‘Sang Noir’ 
The Cult Director and Death to Postmodernism – the Films of 
Rodriguez, Soderbergh, and Tarantino.”

Elissa Wenthe, associate professor of art, and Laura Gleissner, 
assistant professor of art, received a grant of $7,500 from the 
Northeast Community Foundation to start Arts for a Lifetime. 
This program supports adult arts community education 
programming at Maple Crest Manor assisted living facility, and 
an intensive high school workshop during the summer of 2019.

Tiffany Kragnes ’16 (left), Upper Iowa University Assistant 
Professor of Criminal Justice, is pictured accepting the Teaching, 
Learning and Scholarship Innovative Design Award from Colby 
Valentine, Teaching, Learning and Scholarship Section chair, during 
the recent Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences Annual Meeting.

Participating in the Tuesday, April 24, Peacock Arts and Athletic Center ribbon-cutting ceremony on the facility’s indoor putting 
green were (l-r) Director of Athletics Rick Hartzell, Advancement/Alumni Development Officer and former Head Baseball Coach 
Mark Danker, Director of Business Affairs and Head Mens/Womens Golf Coach Michael Lewis, Dr. William R. Duffy II (President),  
Ideal Industries President/CEO Patrick C. Lyons, Sharon Duffy, Assistant Professor of Art Laura Gleissner, Associate Professor of Art 
Elissa Wenthe and Vice President of External Affairs Andrew Wenthe '12.

Peacock Arts and Athletic Center ribbon-cutting
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S
hrubb's Street Eatery mobile gourmet restaurant has made a 
permanent stop in downtown Fayette. To the delight of their 
many loyal customers, executive chef Billy Shrubb ’09 and sous 

chef Brandi (Woodson) Shrubb ’00 traded in the keys to their highly 
popular food truck and opened Shrubb's Street Eatery on the second 
floor of the former Cabo Blue Sports Bar on July 7.

“We owe a great deal of gratitude to many of the area residents and 
businesses,” Brandi said. “We wouldn’t have reached this point in our 
careers if it wasn’t for everyone who repeatedly ordered our food and 
shared their kind reviews with friends and co-workers. Billy and I 
would also like to thank Upper Iowa University and the entire Fayette 
community for welcoming us with open arms. We are extremely 
grateful for our family’s continuing support, especially that of our 
children, Baylie and Brennen, who have helped us with the food truck 
and with moving into our amazing new facility.”

A native of Stormville, New York, Billy has been in the food industry 
since he was a teenager working at a KFC in neighboring Fishkill, 
New York. Meanwhile, Brandi is a third-generation downtown Fayette 
business owner. Similar to her husband of 16 years, Brandi’s first 
experience in the food service industry began at the age of 14 when 
she waitressed at the Sugar Bowl in Fayette.

After enlisting in the military, the Shrubbs met in the U.S. Navy 
before Brandi introduced Billy to her hometown and Upper 
Iowa University. Brandi had earned a bachelor’s degree in arts 
administration, with a music and business emphasis, while Billy later 
earned a bachelor’s degree in marketing at UIU. 

“As a nontraditional student, I especially enjoyed UIU,” Billy said. “I 
greatly appreciated the valuable conversations that professors like 
(Associate Professor of Management) Redmond Humphrey had with 
me outside of the classroom.”

“We are continuously putting the degrees we earned at UIU  
to work,” Brandi added. “From marketing to and interacting with our 
customers to creating the foundation of our business and designing 
its logo, our UIU experience was time and money well spent.”

The Shrubbs mobile restaurant has been known throughout the area 
for delivering its specialty sandwiches and other delicious cuisine 
since May 2016. Its long list of loyal customers continuously raved 
about the ever-changing menu, particularly the Alder Wood Grilled 
Mac ‘n’ Cheese Burger, Grilled Filet Mignon Alfredo, and of course, 
northeast Iowa’s original and highly acclaimed Chicken & Bacon Jam 
Flatbread. 

“It is definitely gratifying for people to get excited about our food,” 
Brandi said. “I never tire of people actually cheering when I arrive 

with a delivery. I think it’s pretty cool 
how we have established such a wide 
scale of interaction with our customer 

base, and we want that to continue. We don’t want people to just come 
eat at our restaurant, we want to make their visit a social event.”

Now, a new generation of food lovers can enjoy the Shrubbs’ 
experience from the comforts of the Fayette restaurant. A few of the 
Shrubbs’ most popular dishes will remain regularly available, but the 
couple will continue to push the envelope in creating different daily 
specials. The global menu will continue to offer culinary treats from 
all over the world and variations on favorites found stateside. Their 
ongoing desire to promote locally grown farm-to-table ingredients 
will continue, having them showcase local offerings from the various 
seasons. The restaurant owners strongly encourage patrons to share 
culinary reviews and never be afraid to make a request.

“We love to hear customer feedback and know what they enjoyed 
most or would like to see on our menu,” Billy closed. “With an 
industry that is always changing it is useful and interesting to network 
with other chefs to discuss not only what’s new and exciting, but 
also what is traditional and authentic. It is fun to be part of the 
culinary world and to learn new techniques or about some new exotic 
ingredient and reveal your creations to the people that mean the most 
to you.”

Shrubb's Street Eatery is open from 11 a.m. – 3 p.m. seven days per 
week. The restaurant will be open for dinner on Friday and Saturday 
evenings in the near future. Advance bookings for after-hour group 
reservations and events are accepted. The Shrubbs will also continue 
their catering service. At the time of this publication, potential 
delivery and pick-up services were still in the planning stages. 
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Read the full article on The Bridge Online at uiubridge.com.

Shrubb's Street Eatery parks in downtown Fayette

Executive chef Billy Shrubb ‘09 and sous chef Brandi (Woodson) Shrubb ’00 are pictured with their 
children, Baylie and Brennen, outside of Shrubb's Street Eatery in downtown Fayette. The two Upper 
Iowa University alums have opened the restaurant on the second floor of the former Victories/Cabo Blue 
Sports Bar in mid-July.

Among the specialty Shrubb's Street Eatery menu 
items is the Tandoor Baked Naan Bread Banh Mi with 
Alder wood smoked pork shoulder, Asian sesame 
slaw, thinly sliced cucumber and garden fresh cilantro.



Photo courtesy 
Dave Reinking Photography 
Door Slammers Plus

6     The Bridge — Summer 2018

EmiLee Novak explodes from the starting line at Lucas Oil Raceway in Indianapolis, Indiana. As a driver in the National Hot Rod 
Association (NHRA) racing series, the UIU senior from Fairfax, Iowa, reaches speeds of nearly 230 mph in her Top Dragster.
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Seated in her Upper Iowa University classroom, EmiLee Novak is 
confident few of her professors, classmates and even friends know 
that her favorite seat is behind the steering wheel of one of the fastest-

accelerating cars in the world. As a driver in the National Hot Rod Association 
(NHRA) racing series, not only does the UIU senior reach speeds of nearly 230 
mph but she can only bring her machine safely to a stop with the assistance of a 
parachute. 

A 2015 graduate of Cedar Rapids (Iowa) Prairie High School, EmiLee earned 
an associate degree in parks and natural resources at Kirkwood Community 
College. She chose UIU for its Conservation Management and Environmental 
Science programs, due to UIU staff support in making the transition from a 
community college and the simple process to transfer course credits.

“Drag racing isn’t exactly something that comes up in conversations when 
people are talking about conservation practices,” EmiLee said. “I have a feeling 
that few people in my classes know much about the sport, so I don’t even bring 
it up.”

Born into a family of dragsters, EmiLee has attended races since she was in 
kindergarten. Her father, Shane, originally raced street bikes before becoming 
widely known on the racing circuit for competing in his ’75 Camaro. EmiLee 
also cheered on older sister Ashley, who began racing at the age of 8. 

Peacock senior finds 
summer to be a drag!

EmiLee Novak explodes from the starting line at Lucas Oil Raceway in Indianapolis, Indiana. As a driver in the National Hot Rod 
Association (NHRA) racing series, the UIU senior from Fairfax, Iowa, reaches speeds of nearly 230 mph in her Top Dragster.

Shane, EmiLee and Wendy Novak (l-r) are pictured beside Shane’s Top Sportsman ’69 Camaro in the staging lanes 
at South Georgia Motorsports Park in Adel, Georgia. 



Those early championships gained the attention of her favorite driver 
and now family friend, three-time NHRA Top Fuel champion Antron 
Brown.

“During one race at the age of 13, Antron walked up, wished me luck 
and shook my hand,” EmiLee grinned. “I was strapped in my car so I 
couldn’t even see him but I didn’t wash that glove for years.”

Like all young drag racers, EmiLee looked forward to advancing to 
the “big cars” and the quarter-mile track when she turned 18. When 
that time came and she raced in the Super Comp Class, she soon 
found herself reaching speeds upwards of 180 mph. After winning 
two races that year, EmiLee moved onto Top Dragsters and now 
rockets down the quarter-mile track in only six seconds at 228 mph. 

“At each level of racing, the competition gets tougher, and the 
traveling and preparation time continues to grow,” the Fairfax, Iowa, 
native said. “I haven’t won yet in Top Dragsters, but I realize it’s super 
competitive at this level. It’s the fastest bracket of racing and it is scary 
getting used to these speeds, but I wouldn’t want to do anything else.”

EmiLee doesn’t recall any drivers treating her differently because she 
was a female. She feels everyone looks at her as another competitor 
and she can quickly name a bunch of drivers who provide continuous 
support and advice. Nevertheless, the 20-year-old driver smiles  
when noting that some veteran drivers get upset briefly when she 
beats them.

Novak Racing mainly competes in NHRA Division 5, which includes 
stops in Iowa, Colorado, Nebraska and Missouri. The family calls 
Tri-State Raceway, located just outside of Earlville, Iowa, their home 
track May through September. 

“Although we compete across the United States on great tracks such 
as Las Vegas Motor Speedway and Auto Club Raceway of Pomona 
in California, our local track remains my favorite,” EmiLee said. “I 
learned everything there. The owners, Reid and Jane Kuhlman, and 
manager Bill Cassil are great people. They would do anything for my 
family and me.”

She praises teammates Matt and Zach Sackman, team sponsor 
Brandon Hess of Brando Speed, and most of all her father for helping 
her to adjust to the car and competition each race day. While EmiLee 
has learned to inspect the tires, parachute, fuel and electronics, Shane 
Novak is his daughter’s chief mechanic, best friend and mentor.

“Dad means everything to me,” EmiLee said. “Without him, I 
wouldn’t be where I am in racing or in life. I’m his little girl and he 

“I watched Ashley closely to learn what worked and didn’t work in 
the pits and on the track,” EmiLee said. “My sister was a very good 
racer until stepping away from the track at 18. She definitely passed 
her good traits onto me.”

Following in her sister’s footsteps, EmiLee also first climbed into a 
dragster at the age of 8. After anxiously awaiting her opportunity for 
more than a couple years, she now admits to being too fearless and 
confident during those early races.

Until the age of 18, the aspiring racer drove half-scale versions of 
Top Fuel cars as a junior dragster. Although younger competitors 
are restricted to slower speeds, the five-horsepower, single cylinder 
engines at this level can still reach speeds of 85 mph. 

As she grew older and gained experience, EmiLee’s speeds steadily 
increased from 50 to 80 mph and the time to finish the junior 
division’s eighth-mile track decreased from 12.9 to 7.9 seconds.  
These faster times also equaled racing success.

“I was just a scrawny little girl when I 
first started out,” EmiLee confessed. 

“When I won the championship as 
an 8-year-old, I didn’t even know 

what it meant. I definitely didn’t 
expect to win it again at 13. It 

wasn’t ‘I’ who won it all that 
year. It was definitely  

a team effort.” 

Photo courtesy 
Zachary Lefebure

EmiLee Novak is on pace to graduate 
next year with a double major 
in environmental science and 
conservation management. To allow 
her time in the summers to continue 
competing in the National Hot Rod 
Association, Novak plans to attend 
graduate school and pursue a career 
as a college professor.

When I won the championship 
as an 8-year-old, I didn’t even 
know what it meant."

~ EmiLee Novak, Environmental Science 
and Conservation Management major 



knows he is putting 
his little girl in a car 
that races at speeds 
in excess of 220 miles 
per hour. His trust and 
confidence in me is all 
I need to perform at 
the level that I do.” 

EmiLee also quickly 
credits her mom, 
Wendy, for a lifetime  
of love and support.

“Bless her soul,” 
EmiLee said. “Mom 
loves and hates our 
racing at the same 
time. I have never 
had an accident, but 
she realizes it is likely 
going to happen at 
some point. Everyone 
involved in racing has 
to have that mind set.”

When she walks along the track or in the pits today, EmiLee is aware 
that she is now one of the torchbearers for the sport of drag racing 
and possibly even a hero to young race fans.

“I always watch what I’m doing, even when I feel no one is watching,” 
EmiLee said. “I also make sure to stop and talk to the little kids in the 
pits or even get a small ladder for them to climb into my car. Any one 
of them could be the future of my sport.”

EmiLee looks forward to spending the entire summer with her 
family. She and her dad will both race on the Lucas Oil Drag Racing 

Series schedule until the first weekend of UIU classes this fall. Emilee 
anticipates learning more from Shane as he competes in his ’69 
Camaro in the Top Sportsman class during the upcoming season.

“Even at 20 years old, I enjoy hanging out and bonding with my 
parents, and racing is something that we enjoy sharing together,” 
EmiLee said. “Right now I plan on racing until I can’t. I want to have 
children someday and introduce them to the sport.”

EmiLee is on pace to graduate next year with a double major in 
environmental science and conservation management. Due to 
the positive influences provided by UIU faculty members, such as 
Scott Figdore, Kata McCarville and Paul Skrade, she plans to attend 
graduate school and pursue a career as a college professor. 

“Since I like learning and sharing knowledge with others, I feel this 
would be a career I would enjoy,” she said as another large smile 
crossed her face. “Besides, there are very few occupations that would 
potentially provide me most of the summer to do what I truly love – 
racing.”

Photo courtesy Mike Pryka Photography/1320 Video

Shane Novak helps his daughter, EmiLee, back up to the 
starting grid during an exhibition run at Cedar Falls (Iowa) 
Motorsports Park.

An 8-year-old EmiLee Novak is pictured after winning the 
Division 5 championship for 8- to 9-year-olds at Kansas City 
(Missouri) International Raceway.

Top Dragsters is the fastest bracket  
of racing and it is scary getting used 
to these speeds, but I wouldn’t want 
to do anything else.”

~ EmiLee Novak, Environmental Science 
and Conservation Management major 



UIUCOMMENCEMENT
Class of 2018
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Commencement 2018 was held at Upper Iowa University’s Fayette, Iowa, Campus on Saturday, May 5, 2018. In recognition of 
our graduates, we offer you a glimpse of this monumental day. It is with great pride we honor these students and all they have 
accomplished! Congratulations! To view all the activities, including photos and video, visit uiu.edu/commencement.

To view photos and video from the Commencement 
ceremonies, visit uiu.edu/commencement.

W hat will define you?” Upper 
Iowa University alumnus 
and commencement speaker 

Marshall Richards shared this question, 
often posed to him throughout his life by 
his father, with graduates attending UIU’s 
commencement ceremonies Saturday, May 5. 
The ceremonies were held at Harms-Eischeid 
Stadium under mostly sunny skies in  
Fayette, Iowa.

Reflecting on the positive transformation  
he has witnessed 
at the University 
upon his return 
trips to Fayette 
Campus in recent 
years, Richards said, 
“I want to become 
part of this Upper 
Iowa movement 
that is committed to 
enriching the lives 
and education of 
our most precious 
commodity –  
you the students of  
Upper Iowa.”

Richards graduated 
with a Bachelor 
of Science degree 
in physical education at UIU in 1975. He 
began his professional career with the Iowa 
Development Commission in Des Moines, 

Iowa, and later joined the Bar-S Foods 
Company as a sales representative. Richards 
started a 29-year career with Frito-Lay Inc. 
(a Division of PepsiCo) in 1986. Less than a 
decade later, he was promoted to customer 
management sales vice president for the 
company’s Mountain Region in Phoenix, 
Arizona. He closed out his career by being 
recognized by the Arizona Food Marketing 
Alliance as the 2013 Supplier of the Year and 
the Mountain Region’s H.W. Lay Award for 
Sales Excellence in 2015. 

Richards was inducted 
into the UIU Athletic Hall 
of Fame in 2011, joining 
his father, George, a 1983 
inductee, as one of only two 
father and son honorees in 
the University’s Hall of Fame. 
Marshall Richards was a four-
year letterwinner in football 
from 1971-74. During his 
senior year, the Peacock 
quarterback was named All 
Iowa Intercollegiate Athletic 
Conference Second Team, 
All-District 15 First Team 
and National Association  
of Intercollegiate Athletics  
First Team. 

 “Life is too short to wake up in the morning 
with regrets,” Richards said. “So love the 
people who treat you right, forgive the ones 

who don’t, and believe that everything 
happens for a reason. If you get the chance, 
take it. If it changes your life, let it. Nobody 
said it would be easy. They just promise it 
would be worth it.”

More than 600 graduates walked across 
the stage during the two commencement 
ceremonies. In 2018, approximately 1,540 
students completed their associate, bachelor’s 
or master’s degree requirements at all UIU 
locations. Of those, 160 graduated from 
the Fayette location, some 925 completed 
their degree at one of UIU’s 20 locations in 
the United States, 300 graduated through 
online or self-paced study programs, and 
155 were from the University’s international 
centers in Hong Kong and Malaysia. In all, 
the graduates represented 37 states and 11 
countries.

“After all of your hard work, dedication and 
determination, you’re sitting here today at 
the pinnacle of all that you’ve worked so hard 
to achieve,” said UIU Alumni Association 
President Angie Joseph ’82 while addressing 
the graduates. “Most alums that I talk to have 
a positive unique experience at Upper Iowa 
and I firmly believe that you wouldn’t have 
chosen Upper Iowa if you didn’t have similar 
expectations. Today is a day that is all about 
you and your experience.” 

UIU alumnus and guest speaker Marshall Richards ’75 addresses 
UIU graduates and audience members attending the May 5 
ceremonies at Harms-Eischeid Stadium in Fayette, Iowa.
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The majority of Anthony Renken’s favorite lifetime 
memories pertain to the countless times he has spent 
relaxing alone in the woods of rural Merrill, Wisconsin. 

As a fourth generation “sugar maker,” Anthony grew up enjoying 
nature’s peaceful moments and the almost hypnotizing sound of 
sap as it slowly dripped from a maple tree and pinged against the 
bottom of a metal bucket.

Today, with the assistance of his wife, Becky, Anthony feels 
blessed to have the opportunity to share with the public a lifetime 
of experience in making maple syrup. As owners of Northwoods 
Maple Farm, the couple combines family traditions with new 
technology in the specialized creation of pure artisan maple syrup.

 “My true passion has always been the outdoors, walking in the 
woods and taking in the sights and sounds of nature,” Anthony 
said. “I knew if I could find a business that revolved around 
nature, I’d never feel as if I was working another day in my life. So, 
since I have been collecting sap since the age of 5 or 6, I thought 
maybe Rebecca and I could start making syrup for more than just 
our family and friends.”

As a child, Anthony was provided a one-gallon bucket to gather 
sap while the adults carried five-gallon pails. Although the bucket 
was smaller, the now 32-year-old smiled reminiscing that this also 
meant he completed multiple trips to the same tree to collect all of 
its sap. 

Anthony credits his grandfather, Harry Tritten, for serving 
as his childhood mentor and providing him the value of hard 
work, ingenuity, honesty, respect, and how to lead your life. 
Unfortunately, Harry died from cancer in February 2018 and 
didn’t get to experience sugaring with his grandson’s modern 
setup. 

“Grandpa was a man with little formal education but exceptionally 
talented and mechanically inclined with the ability to fabricate, fix 
and create almost anything,” Anthony said. “Grandpa was hesitant 
about change and technology, but if he could have witnessed me 
putting all of the skills he taught me to use, he would have been 
impressed and likely would have marveled at the modern process 
in action.”

Anthony and Becky, also a fourth-generation sugar maker, 
founded Northwoods Maple Farm in 2015 on the very property 
Anthony’s grandparents started sugaring on over 60 years ago. 
While continuing to use wood as the main fuel source, among 
other traditions, the Renkens now use modern technology to 
expedite the overall process.

Enjoying the sweet rewards of nature
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Enjoying the sweet rewards of nature
“We continue the legacy my grandparents started all those years 
ago, sharing our traditions, time and work ethic to educate the 
community about maple trees, sap and syrup,” Anthony said. “We 
continue to be stewards of the land, practicing sustainable timber 
management and tapping practices to ensure future generations the 
opportunity to enjoy our natural resources.”

He explains that the principles of tapping trees and cooking sap have 
remained the same. Even though digital equipment is now used, 
workers still need to check the sap and syrup with a hydrometer.  

In addition, Mother Nature continues to have the final say related  
to the freeze and thaw cycles required to gather the sap from the 
sugar, red and soft maple trees in the spring.

While he grew up, Anthony’s family operated a very traditional 
setup. They would carry buckets to a collection tank, cook on a flat 
pan, and spend days in the timber just to produce a couple gallons 
of syrup. Today, sap is transported from approximately 3,000 trees 
to the sugar house via 84,000 feet of tubing and vacuum-pumped 
into storage tanks. The 55-gallon drums are now filled in less than 
an hour. Anthony also noted that the modern technology allows 
for an increase in sap yield per tap and an increase in processing 
capabilities. 

Anthony initially chose to attend UIU because its online program 
gave him the flexibility to work full time and still help Rebecca raise 
their children, Hunter, 9, and Harley, 6. He was soon pleased to 
discover that the University’s online and Wausau Center evening 
classes promoted interaction between the professors and classmates. 

“UIU’s business programs are top notch because of the professors 
and their passion for teaching,” Anthony said. “The professors 
provide a great influence not only through their understanding of 
the educational materials but also due to their years of experience in 
the field. It is one thing for someone to teach but another to do and 
teach others to do the same.”

Fourth generation “sugar maker” Anthony Renken (second from left) is pictured (l-r) on his Northwoods 
Maple Farm with grandfather and mentor, Harry Tritten; son, Hunter Renken; and brother, Matt Renken.

 I knew if I could find a 
business that revolved 
around nature, I’d never 
feel as if I was working 
another day in my life.”

~ Anthony Renken '14, '17



Today, Anthony continues to credit his UIU education for 
strengthening his critical-thinking skills and helping to formulate 
his business’s analytical practices. To help keep the property in the 
family’s name, he focused reports required for both his bachelor’s 
(’14) and master’s (’17) business degrees on the viability of maple 
syrup production. 

“While attending Upper Iowa, I most enjoyed learning and 
stretching my mind to better understand subjects and material 
I previously had little or no expertise in,” he said. “Without the 
ability to understand, a person lacks the ability to think and ask 
questions. Striving to achieve greatness is not easy, but with the 
support of the UIU professors and staff I was able to advance my 
career and start my business venture.”

In addition to achieving a strong education, Anthony praises his 
parents, Alan Renken and Gail Daley, for a lifetime of support, 
continuously advocating a hard work ethic, and instilling the 
drive and determination to realize his career goals.

“Becky has been with me since the beginning,” Anthony added. 
“We’ve had many adventures − raising two children, caring for 
our grandparents, chasing careers, furthering our education, 
starting a business,  and through it all she taught me about 
unconditional love. Without her understanding and personal 
sacrifices, we would not be where we are today.”

The high school sweethearts look forward to expanding their 
family-owned business over the next few years. In 2019, the 
Renkens plan to tap 7,000 trees over 120 acres and tap upwards of 
20,000 trees over 360 acres in five years.

“In business you reap what you sow,” Anthony said. “When 
success is dictated by your personal efforts then the world is your 
oyster. A business is what you make of it and your passion is 
directly tied to its results.” 

In the maple syrup business, that is an especially sweet 
proposition. 
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A few sweet facts
• Maple sap is collected in the early spring, when 

temperatures get below freezing at night and 
above freezing during the day.

• It takes approximately 40 gallons of maple sap to 
make one gallon of pure maple syrup.

• Nothing is added to the sap; water is simply 
evaporated away to make pure maple syrup.

• Each tap can yield up to 10-plus gallons of sap 
per season on a gravity system, resulting in 
approximately one quart of finished syrup.

• Vacuum collection systems will yield approximately 
twice the sap of a gravity system.

• Pure maple syrup is a great natural food. It contains 
no preservatives, colorings or other additives.

Above, Anthony Renken steps into his forestry 
processor on his rural Merrill, Wisconsin, 
farm. Anthony and his wife, Becky, founded 
Northwoods Maple Farm in 2015 on the very 
property Anthony’s grandparents started 
sugaring on over 60 years ago.

The Northwoods Maple Farm sap is transported from approximately 
3,000 trees to the sugar house via 84,000 feet of tubing. The 4x16 
Leader Evaporator evaporates approximately 400 gallons of sap per 
hour. The filter press (right) then filters the syrup and transports the 
product into 55-gallon barrels.

For additional information about Anthony Renken and Northwoods 
Maple Farm, visit the company’s Facebook page and website at 
northwoodsmaplefarm.com.
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HOMECOMING SCHEDULE:

ONGOING ACTIVITIES 
Blue Pride Fayette Wide — Show your school spirit by entering the Blue Pride Fayette Wide decorating contest! To participate, send 
your name and street address or Campus location to alumni@uiu.edu. Decorations must be in place by Thursday, October 11, at noon for judging.  
A Campus and community winner will receive prizes. 

Tell Your UIU Story — Henderson-Wilder Library — Share your stories of your time at UIU and after graduation. Write your story in our 
new Peacock Proud Discussion Board or add your oral history to the UIU Archives self-service recording booth in the Library. For questions and 
additional information, contact UIU Archivist, Janette Garcia at 563-425-5722 or archives@uiu.edu.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 11
Welcome Home Dinner — Maue Atrium in the  
Andres Center for Business and Education, 5:30 p.m. — This  
all-class reunion dinner, hosted by the Alumni Association,  
is a perfect way to start your weekend. Reception begins at  
5:30 p.m., with dinner buffet served at 6 p.m. Cost for this event 
and buffet-style meal is $15. RSVP required.

Pep Rally, Bonfire and Coronation — East of 
Victory Gate/Peacock Pavilion Tailgate Area, 7:30 p.m. —  
Don’t miss this Homecoming tradition, sure to energize you  
for a whole weekend of Peacock fun.

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 12
Pastries for Peacocks — Alumni House, 9 a.m. - noon 
—  Stop by the Alumni House for morning treats and coffee. 
Flip through old yearbooks and be sure to sign the alumni guest 
book. Guided Campus tours will be available. 

Agates, Crystals and Geodes Display —  
Garbee Hall (Lower Lobby), 
9:30 -10:30 a.m. — Featuring 
specimens from the collection 
donated to UIU by Burton 
and Dorthea ’71 Odekirk 
and Leora Sullivan ’61. 
Guests are invited to bring 
specimens or digital images 
of your own rocks or fossils 
for identification by UIU 
Professor of Geosciences  
Dr. Kata McCarville. 

Headstones, UIU Heritage & History Exhibit 
— Henderson-Wilder Library, 10:30-11:30 a.m. — Enjoy a brief 
presentation featuring the headstones, UIU heritage and history 
in local cemeteries. Self-guided tour maps will be available for 
pickup throughout the weekend. 

Alumni Gale Database Searching — Henderson-
Wilder Library, 11:30 a.m. — The Library’s Gale Databases are 
available to alumni to search articles in a wide variety of subjects. 
Gale is a family of full text databases of content from academic 
journals and general magazines. Join us to learn about articles 
you’re interested in and learn how to navigate this new tool. 

Art Reception — Bing-Davis Memorial Gallery, 12:15 - 
1:30 p.m. — Featured artist Lee Emma Running will collaborate 
with the Upper Iowa University Herbarium, collected by  
Dr. Charles Coleman (C.C.) Parker during the latter half of the 
19th century here in Fayette. Guests may enjoy a meet-and-greet 
with Professor of Science Dr. Scott Figdore. 

Research, Internship & Creative Endeavors  
— Baker-Hebron Hall and Garbee Hall (Lower Level), 1 - 2:30 p.m. 
— Join the School of Science and Mathematics in viewing 
posters detailing the activities and work of many of the school’s 
undergraduates.

6th Annual President’s Ball 
— Student Center Ballroom, 5:30 p.m.  
“Ignite the Night” and join us for 
a sizzling evening filled with lively 
entertainment during the 6th Annual 
President’s Ball fundraiser. Guests may 
enjoy a cocktail reception at 5:30 p.m., 
with a dinner program and dancing to 
follow. More details are available at  
uiu.edu/presidentsball. RSVP required. 
See ticket details on page 20.
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HOMECOMING SCHEDULE:

UIU Homecoming Archives and Take-Away Display — 
Student Center, 2nd Floor — Take a walk down memory lane and view memorabilia 
from UIU history. Feel free to “take away” any photographs displayed outside of the 
glass case.

Art Exhibition — Bing-Davis Memorial Gallery — Featured artist Lee Emma 
Running will collaborate with the Upper Iowa University Herbarium, collected by  
Dr. C.C. Parker during the latter half of the 19th century here in Fayette. The gallery 
will be open Friday 8 a.m. - 7 p.m., Saturday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. and Sunday 8 a.m. - 12 p.m. 

STUDENT TRADITIONS
Throughout Homecoming week, UIU students host numerous 
events and activities. Peacock Pride spreads city- and Campus-
wide as students partake in the following:

 Sunday — Student Fashion Show, hosted by  
   Beta Theta Omega

 Monday  — Flag and Powderpuff Football Games

 Tuesday  — Window Painting; King & Queen Voting

Wednesday — Sidewalk Chalk Challenge  
   and Special Performance

 Sunday  — Greek Picnic Cookout

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 13
Homecoming Parade — Downtown Fayette, 10 a.m. — 
This tradition is an alumni favorite. Make your way downtown 
and enjoy the parade with your UIU family. To submit a parade 
entry form visit uiu.edu/homecoming. 

Alumni Awards & Honor Class Luncheon 
— Student Center Ballroom, 11 a.m. — This event will honor 
the classes of ’58, ’68, ’78, ’88, ’93 and ’98. A special gift will be 
presented to members of the 50-year class. In addition,  our 
distinguished Alumni Award honorees will be recognized as 
well as our Heritage Society members. RSVP required.

Alumni Tailgate — Harms-Eischeid Stadium, 12 - 2 p.m. — 
All are invited to our pregame party! The classes of ’03, ’08 and ’13 
are celebrating reunions and receive a special gift for stopping by. 

UIU Homecoming Football Game — Harms-Eischeid 
Stadium, 2:05 p.m. kickoff  — Come cheer the Peacocks to victory 
as they take on the Bemidji State Beavers.  

For more details on student activities, 
check out uiu.edu/getinvolved  
or visit our Facebook page at  
facebook.com/UIUStudentActivities.

OCTOBER 11-13

HOMECOMING RSVP!
Register online using the link below.  

For more details contact the Alumni Office at  
563-425-5388, alumni@uiu.edu or visit: 

 

UIU.EDU/HOMECOMING 



Dear Friends,

It would be our honor for you to join us at the 6th Annual President’s Ball.
We could not be more excited to host this sizzling hot event. You can expect
an inspiring message from students and alumni, delectable food and drink,  
and spicy entertainment – games, prizes, music and more!

Over the last five years, we’ve raised over $375,000 through sponsorships and
ticket sales that have directly supported UIU students and capital projects.
Join us for an incredible evening amid the Homecoming festivities with
your Peacock family.

Sincerely, 
Bill & Sharon Duffy

SponsorshipsTickets
Register now and enjoy the early Peacock discount of 
$85 per person. Tickets are $100 after September 17. 

Tickets may be purchased online at 
uiu.edu/PresidentsBall, or mail checks to  
UIU Alumni Office, P.O. Box 1857, Fayette, IA 52142

A portion of your ticket price is considered a 
charitable donation. Purchase is nonrefundable  
after October 1. 

An array of sponsorship opportunities are available, 
including Community Partner ($300), Silver ($1,250), 
Gold ($2,750), Platinum ($5,400) and Diamond 
($10,500) opportunities. We could not host this 
amazing event without the generosity of our sponsors. 

“Save a Seat” $100/student
Sponsor a student ticket and be the reason a UIU 
student may enjoy this spectacular event. A limited 
number of seats are available.

To purchase your tickets or inquire about sponsorship opportunities, 
visit uiu.edu/PresidentsBall or call 563-425-5388.

the Night

Save the Date - 6th Annual President’s Ball

October 12, 2018
Student Center Ballroom  |  Fayette Campus 
5:30 p.m. - Cocktail Reception
7 p.m. - Dinner Program & Dance
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ATHLETICS WRAP-UP
Thirty-six spring sport athletes (12 baseball, 10 softball, 10 outdoor 
track, two tennis and two women’s golf) and 21 winter sport athletes 
(nine indoor track, five women’s basketball, four wrestling, three 
men’s basketball) were named to the Northern Sun Intercollegiate 
Conference (NSIC) All-Academic Team, bringing this year’s total 
to 106 Peacock student-athletes to receive the honor. To be eligible, 
student-athletes must carry a 3.2 grade point average (GPA), reach 
sophomore standing in the classroom and athletics, and be at their 
institution for more than a year.

Thirteen wrestlers were named to the National Wrestling Coaches 
Association (NWCA) All-Academic Team, a new program high for 
the Peacocks. The baker’s dozen are Cody Nelson, Jamie Gehling, 
Brock Sorensen, Logan Hopp, Josh Walker, Tanner Prochaska, 
Dalton Nelson, Mac Spotts, Tucker Black, Jordan Gundrum, Dalton 
Hahn, Nick Baumler and Aaron Maloy. In order for a student-athlete 
to be nominated to the NWCA Division II All-Academic Team, 
he must have a minimum 3.2 cumulative GPA on a 4.0 scale, with 
that benchmark at 3.0 for those who qualified for the 2018 NCAA 
Division II Wrestling Championships.

Ethan DuCharme was named the 2018 NSIC 
Elite 18 Award winner for men’s golf. The NSIC 
Elite 18 Award is presented to the student-athlete 
with the highest cumulative GPA participating 
at the finals site for each of the NSIC’s 18 
Championships.

Two Peacocks, Hans Alwin (baseball) and Sami Kay Shafranski 
(softball), were awarded the Butch Raymond Scholarship from the 
NSIC. The scholarship is awarded to one or two student-athletes at 
each of the 16 NSIC institutions. To be eligible for the scholarship, 
the recipient must be a senior academically in 2018-19, have a GPA of 

3.20 or higher, be participating 
in intercollegiate athletics and 
plan to work in a health-related 
field or attend graduate school 
in a health-related field. 

Peacocks achieve balance between academics and athletics

Ethan DuCharme

Hans Alwin Sami Kay Shafranski

Grimm named NWCA Division II Tournament Coach of the Year
Upper Iowa head wrestling coach Heath Grimm was named the 2018 NWCA Division II National Tournament Coach of the Year. The Peacock 
wrestling team claimed fourth place at the NCAA Division II National Championships, which took place in March. The trophy for fourth place 
was the third NCAA Division II trophy that the team has held high since moving up from NCAA Division III.

“I like to call this honor the ‘Staff of the Year’ Award,” Grimm 
said. “I’ve been very fortunate to have good coaches around 
me throughout my career. Longtime assistants Nate Skaar, Carl 
Broghammer ’14, and Jordan Roths ’17 are just a few of the staff 
members who have had such a positive impact on the Peacock 
wrestling program.”

Upper Iowa’s run to fourth place was highlighted by four All-
Americans, including 133-pound National Champion Josh Walker 
and 125-pound National Runner-up Maleek Williams. Damian 
Penichet earned fourth place in the 149-pound bracket and 
Nick Baumler grabbed seventh place at 197 pounds to claim the 
other two All-American honors. Logan Hopp and Dalton Hahn 
competed at the championships as national qualifiers.

The National Tournament Coach of 
the Year Award was presented by the 
National Wrestling Coaches Association 
on behalf of Grimm’s peers at the NCAA 
Division II level. An Osage native, 
Grimm closed out his 18th season with 
the Peacocks after taking over for the late 
Mike McCready in 2000-01. Grimm has 
led the Peacocks to nine top-11 national 
finishes during his tenure, including 
a program best second-place finish in 
2002, during which six Peacocks were 
named All-Americans. 

The Peacock athletics department successfully hosted the 2018 NCAA Division II Wrestling 
Championships and the Jim Koch Division II Wrestling Hall of Fame Banquet in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, 
from March 8-10. Hundreds of hours and volunteers composed mainly of Upper Iowa alumni worked 
hard to once again raise the bar for the NCAA Division II Championships. Fans, wrestlers and coaches 
were able to utilize every inch of the massive US Cellular Center and the adjoining Cedar Rapids 
Convention Center. After running a tremendous tournament weekend, the UIU wrestling team treated 
its support to a fourth-place finish featuring four All-Americans, including National Champion Josh 
Walker. UIU’s trio of Assistant Athletic Director for Internal Operations Emily Preussner, Assistant 
Athletic Director for External Affairs Brock Wissmiller, and Director of Sports Communication Howie 
Thompson led the University’s efforts in conjunction with the NCAA and Go Cedar Rapids.

Upper Iowa sets new standard in  
NCAA Division II Championships
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Heath Grimm

National Champion
Josh Walker
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WRESTLING
Upper Iowa earned a fourth-place 
trophy at the 2018 NCAA Division 
II Championships in March, 
thanks to four All-Americans, 
including 133-pound National 
Champion Josh Walker and 
125-pound National Runner-up 
Maleek Williams. In May, Walker 
was one of four wrestlers named 
Regional Wrestler of the Year by 
the NCAA Division II Wrestling 
Coaches Association.

Damian Penichet placed fourth at 141 pounds and Nick Baumler 
earned seventh place at 197 pounds during the national tournament. 
The Peacocks qualified two other wrestlers, Logan Hopp (285) and 
Dalton Hahn (184), for the championships.

The Peacock wrestling team placed third at the NCAA Division II 
Super Region 3 Tournament in St. Cloud, Minnesota. Upper Iowa 
scored 99 points at the event with eight of UIU’s ten wrestlers placing 
in the top six in their respective weight classes. 

Upper Iowa posted a 10-4 dual meet record.

Upper Iowa claimed seventh place with a 3-2 record at the NWCA 
National Duals, marking the 10th time in the last 11 years that the 
Peacocks have placed in the top eight at the duals. UIU has been 
invited back to compete again in January 2019.

The Peacocks finished the NSIC season with a 6-2 mark (second 
place) and had four wrestlers named to the All-NSIC Second Team, 
including Walker, Penichet, Brock Benitz and Baumler.

MEN’S BASKETBALL
Senior Carson Parker was named 
to the All-NSIC Second Team after 
a stellar final season. A two-time 
All-NSIC performer, Parker scored 
1,475 points, ranking eighth all-time 
in program history. The point guard 
is UIU’s leader at the NCAA Division 
II level in career points and assists, 
dishing out 482 assists in four years. 
His 602 career rebounds are second-
best in UIU’s D-II history. Parker 
ranks 13th in program history in career 

boards. 

Joe Smoldt was named the NSIC Freshman of the 
Year. Smoldt averaged 14.4 points per game as a true 
freshman.

The team finished 17-15 overall and 10-12 in the 
NSIC. 

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
The team finished 2-27 overall and 0-22 in the NSIC. Injuries slowed 
UIU’s progress in Head Coach Micha Thompson’s second year, but 
a load of young talent was thrown into the fire early and gained 
valuable experience that will pay dividends in upcoming seasons.

Thompson will have a new assistant coach and graduate assistant 
on her staff for 2018-19. In addition, Thompson announced the 
development of a new UIU Women’s Basketball Alumni organization 
to reconnect with former players. Alumni of the Peacock women’s 
basketball program are invited to visit and like the group’s Facebook 
page at www.facebook.com/UIUWBAlumni.

INDOOR TRACK & FIELD
Upper Iowa scored nine points as a 
team, placing 12th at the NSIC Indoor 
Championships and marking the first time 
in NCAA Division II that the team scored 
points in the championships.

Kenzie Soeken placed fifth in the 
heptathlon to earn All-NSIC honors, while 
Brinn Grunder earned All-NSIC honors in 
the shot put, placing sixth.

Final All-NSIC honors went to the quartet 
in the 4x400-meter relay: Breyanna Hill, 
Erica Kelly, Soeken, and Kristin Culp.

OUTDOOR TRACK & FIELD
Upper Iowa placed 12th overall and four events earned all-conference 
honors in the process during the NSIC Outdoor Track and Field 
Championships.

Kristin Culp placed second overall in the 400m hurdles with a time of 
14.84 seconds, breaking her own school record in the process. Kenzie 
Soeken was awarded All-NSIC honors for a fifth-place effort in the 
heptathlon.

Culp and Soeken were also part of 
an All-NSIC 4x400-meter relay team 
that included Breyanna Hill and Erica 
Kelly. The quartet placed fifth with a 
time of 3:56.04, breaking their own 
school record.

All-NSIC honors were awarded 
to Brinn Grunder as well; the 
sophomore put together a fifth-place 
finish in the shot put. 
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BASEBALL
The team finished the 2018 campaign with a 17-
24 record overall and a 15-18 mark in the NSIC. 
UIU ended the season in 9th place overall in the 
standings, just one spot out of claiming a place in 
the NSIC Tournament. Junior Zac Cain (1B) was 
named to the NSIC Gold Glove Team.

In the team’s final weekend, the Peacocks upset the regionally ranked 
Mavericks of Minnesota State in three of their four games in Fayette.

SOFTBALL
Jordyn Brennan (SS/3B) was 
named to the NFCA All-Central 
Region First Team as a utility 
player and the All-NSIC Second 
Team as a shortstop.

UIU finished 2018 with an 
overall record of 20-24, and a 
final mark of 7-17 in the NSIC. 
Despite missing the postseason, 
Upper Iowa finished with 20 wins 
for the fifth time in the last six 
seasons and only graduated one 
senior, Shannon Nix, from this 
year’s squad.

MEN’S GOLF
Logan Schweinefus was named to the All-NSIC 
Second Team after posting a 75.4 stroke average in 
18 rounds this year. The sophomore placed 21st at 
the NSIC Championships.

Upper Iowa closed out this year’s campaign with a 
10th-place finish at the 2018 NSIC Men’s Golf Championships. 

WOMEN’S GOLF
Megan Joerger was named to the All-NSIC 
Second Team for the second straight year. She 
recorded an 81.7 stroke average through her 19 
rounds this season.

The Peacock women’s golf team placed eighth at 
the NSIC Championships and had three players (Joerger, Maegen 
Nitta and Ilayna Long) finish in the top 20 on the individual 
leaderboard.

WOMEN’S TENNIS
The NSIC named a pair of 
Peacocks to all-conference 
teams after UIU finished the 
year with a 1-12 mark overall 
and a 1-10 record in the NSIC.

Shakhnaza Zhanatova earned a spot on the All-NSIC First Team for 
singles and shared an All-NSIC Honorable Mention spot with Anna 
Okolot in doubles. Okolot earned a place on the All-NSIC Honorable 
Mention team in singles as well.

Logan Schweinefus

Megan Joerger

Shakhnaza Zhanatova Anna Okolot
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Harms-Eischeid Stadium and the Mike Moser Memorial Shelter will soon be filled with Peacock fans 
as the 2018 football season kicks off at home Saturday, September 1. Mike Moser ’15, who was the 
first player to score a touchdown at Harms-Eischeid Stadium, died in June 2017. A dedication 
ceremony for the Mike Moser Memorial Shelter was held October 7, 2017. 

Three Peacocks selected to play with 
Division II USA Sports this summer

USA Sports Tours and Events selected three Peacocks to be part of its 
Division II Summer Tour. Peacock volleyball players Malissa LeClaire 
and Bethany Lovhaug along with men’s basketball player Joe Smoldt 
competed with the Division II teams in Brazil. The volleyball tour took 
place in late May, while the basketball tour traveled south in early August.

LeClaire and Lovhaug were a huge part of Upper Iowa’s record-setting 
season on the volleyball court. The Peacock volleyball program soared 
to new heights this season, as its 21 wins set a new high-mark for wins 
for the program since the Iowa Conference began sponsoring the sport 
36 years ago; the team had reached 16 wins twice. This past season the 
team went 3-9 against teams in the AVCA Top 25 or receiving votes and 
was 18-0 against the rest of its schedule. UIU spent several weeks ranked 
in the top 25 and even cracked into the rankings one week at No. 25. 
LeClaire paced UIU’s attack all season from her setter position with 1,029 
assists and 44 service aces; she also provided stability to the defense with 
346 digs. Lovhaug led the Peacocks at the net as a middle with 208 kills 
and 135 blocks in 2017.

Smoldt, who earned the NSIC Freshman of the Year honor, is poised to 
return to the Peacock men’s basketball team for his second season under 
Head Coach Brooks McKowen. The former Mr. Basketball in the state of 

Iowa scored 430 points for Upper Iowa this season while shooting 43% from the field and three-
point line with 91 trifectas on the year.
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A    nyone who has set foot in the Upper Iowa University Athletic 
Department over the past six months would be hard pressed 
to say Rick Hartzell has settled into his role as athletic 

director. The reason being, “settled” isn’t in Hartzell’s vocabulary; 
rather, he’s hit Fayette Campus in a full sprint. 

Not only did he immediately seek out current coaches, staff and 
student-athletes, but he made it a priority to introduce himself and 
seek input from the entire University. Those who have met Hartzell 
quickly discover that his number one priority is family – both at 
home and in the Peacock community.

Rick and his wife, Jill, have been married for 13 years. The couple 
initially met while Rick was rehabbing a surgically repaired knee and 
she was ending a workout at UNI. They later officiated a few junior 
college and summer basketball league games together. Today, Jill is a 
chiropractor at Hartzell Family Chiropractic in Waterloo.

“Jill had a great chance to be a national-level referee but stopped due 
to her practice,” Rick said. “To tell you the truth, she is a lot more 
interesting than I am.”

Leading a team effort  
in making a difference
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Upper Iowa University Athletic Director Rick Hartzell joined Pete and other UIU Athletic Department 
staff members in welcoming those attending the 2018 Peacock Golf Classic. Those who have met 
the athletic director quickly discover that his number one priority is family – both at home and in 
the Peacock community.

Rick and Jill spend most of their free time attending activities with 
their sons, Jackson, 11, and Jace, 3. The boys are active in baseball, 
swimming, basketball, piano lessons and various school activities. The 
family also enjoys biking, spending time together outdoors, attending 
Minnesota Twins baseball games, taking a trip to Mall of America, 
and visiting their grandparents and lake house by Grinnell, Iowa.

“Family is most important to us and they are our number one 
priority,” Rick said. “I have two older kids as well, and my sister 
and her family live in Garner, Iowa, so we spend some time with 
them.  Jill’s parents are well and healthy so we see them often. That 
being said, Upper Iowa is also now part of our family. The people 
here are awesome and everyone has welcomed us into the Peacock 
community. We are looking forward to attending the many UIU 
games and other events. Jace especially loves UIU basketball games 
and Jackson is a huge fan of (basketball player) Carson Parker.”  

Assuming his athletic director duties in January 2018, Hartzell is 
certainly no stranger to northeast Iowa athletics. He served as the 
University of Northern Iowa director of athletics from 1999 - 2008. 
During his time with the Panthers, he oversaw 18 intercollegiate 
sports, 475 student-athletes, 65 coaches, 7 administrators and 
22 support staff. Hartzell initiated the construction plans for the 
McLeod Center and worked hand-in-hand with the Northern Iowa 
Development Office to raise all of the required funds to build the 
facility.

In addition to current UIU basketball coach Brooks McKowen, his 
lengthy sport administrative career provided Hartzell the opportunity 
to meet several UIU alumni, including former UIU head baseball 
coach Rick Heller ’86, former UNI women’s basketball coach Tony 
DiCecco ’71 and UNI Director of Training Services Don Bishop ’92.

“Each of them always said how great a place UIU was and how 
wonderful the people are,” Hartzell said. “What has impressed me 
the most since coming to Upper Iowa, is just that. The people and 
students here are tremendous and they treated me so well. Everyone 
is enthusiastic about Upper Iowa. They love this place. It is hard to 
understand….this little place in rural Iowa. But Upper Iowa has great 
pride and it welcomes the role of the underdog. I love that attitude.”

Family is most important 
to us and they are our 
number one priority.”

~ Rick Hartzell, Athletic Director



Upon his official arrival on Campus, Hartzell’s immediate priorities 
were to raise expectations of Peacock athletics and outperform the 
resources to get the entire program to a higher level of success.  

“I set out to listen to every staff member and learn our strengths and 
weaknesses,” Hartzell said. “I wanted to let these great people do their 
work, not get in their way, but also provide my support. I wanted to 
not only bring energy and optimism to the department, but to also 
emphasize that all of us need to hold ourselves accountable for what 
we do. Finally, I wanted to take my time in evaluating our needs and 
develop ways to make all of our programs better.” 

Hartzell stressed the need for the Athletic Department to help the 
entire University by leading the way in recruiting more students and 
student-athletes. He strives to continue improving relationships with 
the entire Campus.  

“Athletics needs to be respected for the academic performance of its 
student-athletes and being a great Campus partner,” Hartzell said. 
“We have tried our best to show everyone here that the entire Athletic 
Department cares about all students and its relationships with all the 
other University departments. We will continue moving full speed 
ahead with this belief as long as I am here.”

Hartzell’s short-term goals include heightened fundraising efforts,
expanded student-athlete recruitment, scholarship budget 
enhancement, facility revitalization, coach/staff recruitment/
retention, communication of great Peacock athletic stories, 
competition in the upper half of conference play in all sports, and 
providing UIU stakeholders with a continuing sense of Peacock Pride.  

“The ultimate goal of the entire athletic department is to treat every 
single male and female student-athlete with the utmost respect, while 
teaching and mentoring them the life skills they need to properly 
represent UIU and succeed after graduation,” Hartzell said. “We also 
want to provide each student-athlete the opportunity to experience 
a championship season in their respective sport. To do this, we will 
need to revitalize the facilities with a wow factor that allows us to 
recruit the brightest and the best.”

Hartzell is extremely 
excited about the 
University’s new athletic 
programs in women’s 
lacrosse, esports and 
bowling.  He reported 
lacrosse coach Erin 
Doherty is expected to 
field a 17-player roster 
during the Peacocks’ 
inaugural season 
in the Great Lakes 
Intercollegiate Athletic 
Conference in spring 
2019. Newly hired men’s 
and women’s bowling 

coach Nichole DePaul Miller is also recruiting for the team’s first year 
of competition in 2019. Meanwhile, esports coach Jim Lowery and his 
roster of 6-8 players will compete as a varsity sport in 2018-2019.

While focused on improving UIU’s current programs and facilities, 
Hartzell acknowledged that discussions have begun to start a men’s 
cross country and track program. However, this would require facility 
upgrades, including renovations to the UIU Rec Center floors and 
indoor practice track. Conversations also continue about potentially 
adding women’s rugby, trapshooting, men’s tennis and women’s 
wrestling to UIU’s athletic programming.  

“I want Upper Iowa Athletics to be a place that people from outside 
the University look at us and say, ‘what a positive and fun culture they 
have there,’” Hartzell said. “We want to be a program where people 
ask, ‘How do they maintain their tradition of success on and off the 
track, field and court?’ We already have great coaches and staff in 
place to do that and I want to help them continue making a difference 
in the lives of all students and the culture of UIU. That should be our 
legacy.” 

Athletics needs to be 
 respected for the academic 
performance of its student-
athletes and being a great 
Campus partner."

Upper Iowa University Athletic 
Director Rick Hartzell is pictured 
with his wife, Jill, and sons, (left) 
Jackson and Jace.

Read the full article on The Bridge Online at uiubridge.com.

Notes from the desk of ... 
Athletics Director Rick Hartzell
Head Women’s/Men’s Bowling Coach Nichole DePaul-Miller is joining the department. She 
will use the 2018-19 academic year to recruit for both programs to begin competition in 
2019-20. We also added 
esports as an additional sport 
for the 2018-19 academic 
year. Jim Lowery, the UIU 
Athletics Video Producer, is 
acting coach and recruiting 
women and men to play on 
the team next year.

The UIU Athletics Hall of Fame Inductees for 2018 were selected: Stu Engen, former UIU 
basketball coach who led the Peacocks to Iowa Conference titles in 1994, 1996 and 1999; 
Ryan Phillips ’07, ’11, UIU’s first NCAA Division II Wrestling Champion at 197 pounds in 2007; 
and Gary Weber ’82, standout high school wrestling coach who accumulated 446 victories at 
Plainfield and Clear Lake High Schools. The trio will be inducted into the UIU Athletics Hall of 
Fame during the Hall of Fame Banquet on Friday, September 14 and recognized at halftime 
of the Peacock football game against Winona State University as part of the Hall of Fame 
weekend festivities.

Nichole DePaul-Miller Jim Lowery
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~ Rick Hartzell, Athletic Director



T he Alumni Association Board of 
Directors continues making great 
strides toward its mission. Monthly 

conference calls connect leadership members 
who reside in all parts of the country.

UIU Alumni Association President Angie 
(Kimball) Joseph ’82 had the pleasure of 
addressing our newest graduates during 
the Fayette Commencement ceremony 
held Saturday, May 5. Her remarks encouraged grads to stay 
connected to UIU and be involved in its future. 

“We’ve all been dealt a hand in life. There will be many twists 
and turns but you have the power to play the hand you want,” 
Joseph said. “You’ve got time, talent and treasure, and now is 
the time to give back.” 

Inspired by the Commencement festivities, a new initiative the 
Alumni Association will tackle is Second Chance Graduation. 
The leadership team would like to provide an opportunity 
for graduates to participate in the Fayette Commencement 
ceremony if they were unable to attend the year they 
graduated.

“I was on the UIU softball team and because our regional 
conference championship game was scheduled for the same 
day as Commencement, I had to miss out,” Joseph said. “It 
would mean the world to me to have the opportunity to take 
that grand walk across the stage to formally receive the degree 
I worked so hard to achieve.” 

The opportunity would also be a great reason for some alums 
who have never visited Fayette Campus to experience it 
for the first time. More information about Second Chance 
Graduation will be forthcoming as the program unfolds. 

Another priority the Association Board of Directors is 
focusing on building the Peacock Ambassador program. The 
goal is to secure an alumni volunteer representing each U.S. 
state and/or metropolitan area. Currently, 21 ambassadors 
have stepped forward for this exciting opportunity. With more 
than 37,000 alumni living around the world, this initiative will 
expand outreach efforts, enabling our Peacock family to feel 
even more connected to the University. To find an ambassador 
in your area or to apply to become an Ambassador yourself, 
visit uiu.edu/PeacockAmbassador.

Alumni Association Update

Angie (Kimball) Joseph ’82

If you are interested in serving on the 
Alumni Association Board of Directors, 
please e-mail a letter of interest to 

alumni@uiu.edu. More information is 
available at uiu.edu/AlumniAssociation. 

 

MEET A FEW OF OUR AMBASSADORS!

I am a proud alumni and lifelong public servant. Currently a police sergeant/
detective in Dallas, I’m personable, dedicated and would be a great resource for 
alumni who move to the area. Plus, I’m already pointing my peers in the direction of 
UIU for continuing their education and advancing their career!”  
– Adam Holden ’16, Texas Peacock Ambassador

I had a great experience at UIU and I am at a point in my career and life where 
I can volunteer and give back. As a veteran, I have a special interest in assisting 
other veterans that may struggle to transition from military to civilian life. I have a 
wealth of experience in the food manufacturing industry and currently serve as vice 
president of quality, compliance and safety. I would like to help anyone that would 
like to learn from my experience, both from my mistakes and successes.” – Dionne 
Meehan ’08, South Dakota Peacock Ambassador

The instruction I received from my MBA studies at Upper Iowa University has 
become deeply rooted in me, personally and professionally. When the chance to 
become a Peacock Ambassador was available, I signed up because I felt this was a 
great way to show my gratitude and give back to an institution that taught me to 
craft my research skills and apply my logic and critical thinking on a daily basis.”  – 
Stephanie Luna ’08 MBA, Kansas Peacock Ambassador

I signed up to be an ambassador to strengthen the engagement of our alumni.  
Des Moines has so many graduates of the extended campus and it is a great 
opportunity to tap into their talents and interests. I have found value in giving back 
to Upper Iowa through commissioning projects, speaking to students, serving on 
the Alumni Association and currently by serving on the Board of Trustees. As a 
business owner, I conduct programs on personal and professional development, 
leadership and business strategies. I think people of Iowa appreciate and honor 
traditions of their past – family, education and friendships.” – Michelle Matt ’87,  
Des Moines, Iowa Peacock Ambassador

My experience at the Fayette Campus (1964-1968) was great! Upper Iowa provided 
excellent opportunities for learning and growing. I earned a degree in Physics, 
with a minor in Mathematics and a Secondary Teaching certificate. I participated in 
track and cross country. I am looking forward to becoming involved in Upper Iowa’s 
current strategies and benefits for students and alumni. I am proud to be an active 
member of the UIU family.” – Dennis Rickertsen ’68, Alabama Peacock Ambassador
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Upper Iowa University (UIU) has announced an estate 
commitment establishing the Bernard and Susan Hay 
Scholarship Fund. Susan (Batty) Hay earned a bachelor’s 

degree in elementary and physical education from UIU in 1971. 
A native of Columbus, Nebraska, Bernard Hay graduated with a 
bachelor’s degree in business administration from University of 
Nebraska in 1969. The endowment scholarship honoring the retired 
couple will provide approximately $800,000 to support an endowed 
scholarship. With this commitment, the Hays join a growing number 
of alumni and supporters in UIU’s Heritage Society that recognizes 
those who designate UIU as a beneficiary in their estate plans.

The Bernard and Susan Hay Scholarship Fund will be awarded to first-
year undergraduate students who are completing their degree in part 
through UIU’s Andres School of Education. Eligible students will be 
required to have demonstrated strong academic promise and a desire 
to pursue higher education. Candidates will be graduates of an Iowa 
public high school in the cities of Rudd, Rockford or Marble Rock. 
Preference will be given to students with a greater financial need.

“Our desire was to create scholarship programs to help ensure future 
students had the opportunity to gain a higher education as they 
seek to advance in our ever-changing world,” said Susan, a Rockford 
native. “It was also a priority to help minimize the amount of student 
debt that often accumulates, while providing additional opportunities 
and support for prospective students with financial need.”

Susan explained that the Hays Scholarship is among the four primary 
pillars of the couple’s estate plan, which reflects their key interests 
and aspirations. In addition to providing scholarship funding to their 
college alma maters, they intend to provide future support to their 
hometown communities, the humane treatment of animals, and 
wildlife conservation efforts.

“We have been very fortunate in our lives and have long felt it was 
not only important but an obligation for us to help organizations 
and future generations who provide benefits toward the betterment 
of mankind,” Bernard said. “We hope our scholarships will not only 
provide a stepping stone for students to attend UIU but also help 
them achieve a degree in education and pursue a rewarding career 
that is vitally important to the development of our society.”

The Hay scholarships will be awarded by the UIU Honors & 
Awards Committee and in collaboration with the Andres School 
of Education. Scholarships awarded by the fund will be applied to 
tuition and books, plus up to $1,000 for miscellaneous expenses, 
including fees. The one-year scholarships may be renewed for up to 
three years.

“The establishment of this scholarship is linked to the philosophies 
that Upper Iowa University shares with Bernard and Susan in regard 
to best preparing students to reach their educational and career 
goals,” Upper Iowa University President William R. Duffy said. “It 
has been my great honor to get to know Bernie and Susan. While 
the entire University greatly appreciates their gift in establishing 
the scholarship, we also value the newfound friendships we have 
developed in expanding the UIU family.”

Endowed funds restricted to the purpose of supporting scholarships 
or programming currently make up more than $9.5 million of 
UIU’s overall endowment. These endowments provide additional 
scholarship and programming support to UIU students, enhancing 
the overall student experience and contributing to UIU graduates 
leaving with student debt well below the state and national average.

Approximately 150 scholarships are awarded each spring as part of 
the annual UIU Scholarships and Awards Banquet. The list of 2018 
recipients can be found at uiubridge.com/2018/06/21/3583/ or  
uiu.edu/support/honors-awards/2018.html.

For more information about how to establish or contribute to an 
endowed scholarship or program, or to become a Heritage Society 
member, please contact the UIU Office of Institutional Advancement 
and Alumni Development at alumni@uiu.edu or (563) 425-5388. 

Hay Scholarship Fund established to build 
stepping stones for student success

Susan ’71 and Bernard Hay (middle, r-l) are pictured during a recent visit with Sharon and President 
William R. Duffy. The recently established Bernard and Susan Hay Scholarship Fund will be awarded 
to first-year undergraduate students who are completing their degree in part through UIU’s Andres 
School of Education.



CLASS NOTES
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1950s Donald ’58 and Mary ’57 
(Chismore) Wendland, Brandon, 
Mississippi, celebrated their 60th wedding 
anniversary with a cruise on the Danube 
River in 2017.

1960s Ron Maxson ’67, West 
Liberty, Iowa, was inducted to the Iowa 
Association of Track Officials Hall of Fame 
after over 40 years of coaching various sports 
and over 15 years as a track and field official.

Joseph ’67 and Judi (McElhinney) Peluso, 
Land O’ Lakes, Florida, show off their  
Bridge copy during Christmas vacation  
at King & Prince Beach and Golf Resort at 
St. Simons Island, Georgia. These historic 
buildings were placed on the  
U. S. Department of the Interior National 
Register of Historic Places in 1935.

1970s John “Jack” Schroeder ’70, 
Kingsley, Iowa, hangs up his whistle after 40 
years of officiating for high school athletics. 
During his career he has refereed over 2,700 
basketball and 450 football games. 

Thomas McDermott ’71, Traer, Iowa, 
was inducted into the Football Coaches 
Association Hall of Fame. The Iowa High 
School Athletic Association honored 
all inductees at the Iowa Football 
Championships held at the UNI-Dome in 
Cedar Falls, Iowa, on November 16-17, 2017.

Steve Harms ’73, West Des Moines, Iowa, 
received the Crop Insurance Industry 
Lifetime Achievement Award during the 
2018 Crop Insurance Industry Annual 
Convention after nearly 40 years in the crop 
insurance industry.

 

1980s Kent Schultz ’80, Waseca, 
Minnesota, earned the Don Eustice 
Community Service Award upon retirement. 

Gregory Atkins ’85, Memphis, Tennessee, 
accepted the University Bursar/Director of 
Revenue Projections with the University of 
Memphis. 2018 is Atkins’ 30th year of service 
in Higher Education.

Richard Hansen ’85, St. 
Paul, Minnesota, received 
the Willard Munger Award 
for Distinguished 
Environmental Partnership 
from the Minnesota 
Democratic-Farmer-Labor 

Party. Hansen has dedicated several years of 
work to environmental issues.

The former Foxes fraternity, 
including (l-r) Janie 
Knipper, Iowa City, Iowa; 
Debby (Gent) Scholle 
’74, Port Charlotte, Florida; 
Kate Clark, Janet Schultz, 
Ronda Parsons, Tony 
Schultz ’71, Kohler, 
Wisconsin; Jim Parsons 
’73, Destin, Florida; Rick 
Knipper, ’73, Iowa City, 
Iowa; Keith Scholle ’74, 
Port Charlotte, Florida; and 
Jim ’Fuzzy’ Clark ’73, 
North Liberty, Iowa; took 
their annual snowmobiling 
trip to St. Germain, 
Wisconsin, in February  
of 2018. 

In October 2017, Sigma Nu 
Sigma hosted a reunion in 
Florida. The group included  
(l-r) Cheryl (Berendt) 
Christensen ’75, Linda 
(Leach) Marszalek, 
Carolyn (Carrie 
Citranglo) England ’74, 
Debra (Gent) Scholle 
’74, Miriam (Minnie 
Mackintosh) Beam ’75, 
Pam Wolfe-Graber and 
Wendy Walker ’73. 
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Kevin Christensen ’89, Irwin, Iowa, joined 
NutriQuest Business Solutions as the 
consulting CFO, serving the midwest region. 

1990s Tom Conley ’92, ’97, 
Urbandale, Iowa, was appointed to the  
Anti-Terrorism Accreditation Board’s 
Strategic Counter Terrorism Council. This 
council is comprised of the brightest security 
minds in the profession; only a few dedicated 
individuals have the opportunity to serve. 

Sandra McGee ’94, Ankeny, Iowa, was 
selected to receive the 2017 Director’s 
Community Service Award for the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation. She was honored for 
her work to build relationships between the 
police and the African American community 
in Des Moines.

Wacinque Amistad Kaizen BeMende ’96, 
White Sands Missile Range, New Mexico, 
founded the business KaizenRhino Solutions 
International Consultancy that focuses on 
poverty alleviation and prevention. 

Pierre Naude ’96, Wilmington, North 
Carolina, lead the organization nCino in 
raising $51.4 million in equity offerings for 
future growth and innovation. Naude is the 
chief executive officer for nCino.

John Cover Jr. ’98, Rockford, Illinois, 
was presented with the Jim Carr Lifetime 
Achievement Award from Habitat for 
Humanity of Illinois at its annual conference 
in Champaign, Illinois. 

Mohammed Baloch ’98, West Bend, 
Wisconsin, has taken the title of Vice  
Chancellor at the University of Lahore  
in Pakistan. 

Chad Brecklin ’98, New Glarus, Wisconsin, 
was named Police chief of Fitchburg, 
Wisconsin, in January 2018. Brecklin has 
training in public safety, the FBI National 
Academy, and has served18 years in the 
Fitchburg department.

 

2000s William "Ryan" Birt ’00, 
Monticello, Iowa, has developed what is 
known as the Birt Plate while working as 
the Millikin University wrestling coach. 
His recently patented invention is a single 
weight plate to utilize in workouts as a plate 
or dumbbell. It provides many universal uses 
and was inspired from Birt’s time playing 
football and wrestling at UIU. 

Melanie (Schaller) Wishart ’00, Barneveld, 
Wisconsin, was hired as the accounting 
assistant for JSP Professional Services in the 
Madison office. 

Lonnie Moore ’01, Waterloo, Iowa, was 
selected as a 2018 Champion of Character 
by the Cedar Valley Character Counts 
Committee. 

Ryan Jensen ’03, Urbandale, Iowa, has been 
promoted to Senior Vice President with 
CBRE | Hubbell Commercial. In addition 
to his career successes, Jensen has also 
earned Des Moines Business Record’s Forty 
under 40 and Iowa Commercial Real Estate 
Association’s Rising Star award.

Sarah (Everett) Grady ’04, Johnston, 
Iowa, will serve as principal of McKinley 
Elementary School in the fall of 2018. 
Previously, Grady was the dean of students at 
Stowe Elementary School.

Arsenio ’04 and Nicole Tovar, Livermore, 
California, welcomed Harper Quinn to their 
family on March 24, 2018. Harper joins big 
sister, Eloise.

Natalie Brown ’05, Cedar Falls, Iowa, 
launched the new business venture “(Just)
Dough!” selling edible cookie dough by the 
cone, cup, cannoli or shake. Brown started 
Scratch Cupcakery a few years ago and has 
developed a well-known brand in central 
Iowa. Scratch Cupcakery was named 2018 
Woman-Owned Business of the Year.

Thomas Hampton ’05, Prairie Du Chien, 
Wisconsin, was installed into the Campion 
Council of Knights of Columbus 1840 as a 
first degree member.

Tammy (Rosenbalm) Jelinek ’05, ’08, 
Edgerton, Wisconsin, was promoted to 
partner at WIPFLi LLP, a U.S. top 20 CPA 
and consulting firm.

Stacy (Charleston) Johnson ’05, Manson, 
Iowa, has been named the chief financial 
officer for WCF Financial Bank in Webster 
City, Iowa. 

Lindsey (Goldsmith) Smedley ’05, 
Raymond, Iowa, was promoted to manager 
of commercial operations at Veridian Credit 
Union. She has been an employee of Veridian 
for 16 years. 

Kelli Loers ’06, Cedar Falls, Iowa, was hired 
as the document workflow administrator of 
Veridian Credit Union. She has been with the 
company for 20 years and was previously the 
team lead in the member contact center.

Tyler Warner ’06, Holton, Kansas, recently 
received his Wildlife Biologist Certification 
and was named Wildlife Division Biologist of 
the Year for 2018 in Kansas. 

Vikki (Winter) Distler ’07, Denver, Iowa, 
was promoted to manager of ACH and share 
draft operations at Veridian Credit Union, 
where she has been employed for 27 years.

Austin Dopp ’07, Atkins, Iowa, has been 
appointed to the role of Business Unit Fanatic 
for the EcoFoil business unit at Clickstop, Inc.

Richard Higgins ’07, Ames, Iowa, was 
appointed the acting fire chief for the Ames, 
Iowa, Fire Department until a permanent 
chief has been made. Chief Higgins has 
been on the department since 2002, and was 
promoted to deputy fire chief in 2012. 

Samuel Moultrie ’08, Wilmington, Delaware, 
was hired as a litigation associate for 
Greenberg Traurig in their Delaware office. 

2010s Kristen (Stroemer) Barker 
’10, Elkhorn, Wisconsin, recently received 
her doctorate in postsecondary and adult 
education from Capella University. Barker is 
currently an adjunct instructor for UIU. 

Brian Bartz ’94, ’10, Marion, Iowa, accepted 
a position with the Marion Independent 
School District after two years as the 
Marshalltown Schools administrator. As 
director of business operations, Bartz serves 
as the Marion district's chief financial officer. 

Julie (Scott) Soat ’87, Galena, Illinois, loves to travel with 
her copy of The Bridge. Pictured above (left) is Soat making 
the 411-trek across Iowa on RAGBRAI, where she met up 
with Team Peacock. Also pictured above (right) is Soat in 
Matlacha, Florida, during her vacation in February. 
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Travis Eggers ’10, Denver, Iowa, was 
inducted into the NCAA DII Jim Koch 
Wrestling Hall of Fame in March 2018 as a 
part of the National Wrestling Championship 
Weekend in Cedar Rapids, hosted by UIU. 

Mitchell ’10 and Jill (Preeshl) ’11 Norton, 
Waverly, Iowa, welcomed their first child, 
Mabel Jae, in March 2018.

Ananda Mirilli ’10, Madison, Wisconsin, 
was hired as an education equity consultant 
for the Department of Public Instruction in 
Wisconsin. 

Sandra Kundert ’11, Walcott, North Dakota, 
began as the chief financial officer for 
Anderson Franchise Investments, Inc.  

Brad Larson ’11, Lonsdale, Minnesota, began 
as the city administrator for Savage, Minn., 
after five years as assistant city administrator. 

Matt ’11 and Kari 
Taylor, Cedar Rapids, 
Iowa, welcomed 
twins, Jack and Annie, 
14 weeks early on 
December 4, 2017. 
The newborns came 
home at the beginning 
of March 2018. The 
babies’ grandparents 
are Teresa Ann ’09 
and Eddie Taylor of 
Central City, Iowa. 

Winston ’12 and 
Megan (Snyder) 
’12 Robbins, West 
Union, Iowa, 
welcomed their 
daughter, Estella 
Darlene on October 
1, 2017. She weighed 
6 lbs. 13 oz and was 
19 inches long.

Sheray (Lane) Wallace ’12, Madison, 
Wisconsin, is the recipient of the annual 
Jeffrey Clay Erlanger Civility in Public 
Discourse Award. Wallace has been an 
advocate for her family, friends and making 
her neighborhood a better place. 

Tony and Lyndsay (Westgaard) ’13 Ampe, 
Belgrade, Minnesota, welcomed Stryker 
Maxine Ampe into the world on December 
28, 2017. Their baby girl weighed 5 lbs. 6 oz. 
and was 18.25 inches long. 

John Bamba ’13, Lawton, Oklahoma, was 
named command sergeant major of the 1-79th 
Field Artillery Battalion In March 2018. 

Tyler Adams ’14, La Crosse, Wisconsin, 
joined Klos Davies Group as an associate 
financial advisor.  

Patricia Hanson ’14, Bend, Oregon, started 
as the office manager of Stemach Design and 
Architecture. 

Nicholas Linde ’14, Madison Lake, 
Minnesota, after five years at Minnesota State 
University, has accepted the opportunity to 
lead central development at the University of 
Nebraska Foundation. 

Aaron Wilson ’14, Leander, Texas, accepted 
a position for math inclusion at Tom Glenn 
High School in the Leander Independent 
School District 

Jacob Barron ’15, Baltimore, Maryland, 
recently accepted a new position as digital 
retail director for Antwerpen Auto Group in 
Clarksville, Maryland. 

Daniel Meister ’15, Columbus, Wisconsin, 
was named chief of the Fox Valley Metro 
Police Department. Meister has previously 
served as the Columbus police chief and on 
the Columbus Community Hospital Board of 
Directors. 

Chyan Johanningmeier ’16, Waukon, Iowa, 
started as the mental health practitioner and 
coordinator at Caledonia Elementary School 
in Caledonia, Minn.

Danny John ’16, Iowa City, Iowa, is currently 
working at Kirkwood Community College in 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa. He volunteers as a Boy 
Scout leader and helps with Special Olympics. 

Joy (Sallis) Briscoe ’17, Waterloo, Iowa, was 
named one of The Courier’s Class of 2017 
20 Under 40. This award is selected by a 

Steven ’15 and Lauren (Sharp) 
’17 Keppler, Waterloo, Iowa, were 
married on Saturday, April 28, 2018, in 
Kansas City, Missouri. Steven works as a 
lead tax associate at RSM and Lauren is 
a special needs strategist at Lou Henry 
Elementary .
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UIU alumni and friends helped Joe ’16 and Tara ’15 McCaffery celebrate their wedding on May 26, 2018. Front Row (l-r): Casey Musgrave ’16, Riley Kruel ’17, 
Tara Walls ’17, Samantha “Sammy” Garrett ’17, Zeke Flick ’10, Dalton Lape, John Alanis ’16, Vincent “Vinny” Otdoerfer ’17, Joseph “Joe” McCaffery, 
Tara (Duran) McCaffery, Brooklyn Koranda ’15, Whitney Williams ’15, Jennifer “Jenny” Budds, Adrienna "Missy" Olson ’14, Madison “Madie” (Wilkin) 
Lechtenberg ’16. Back row (l-r): Tyler Walls, Matt Paulus ’16, Jordan Roths ’17, Dustin Hoefs ’17, Brian Steffensmeier ’17, John “Nate” Roemer ’17, 
Zachary Ries ’16, Cole Stephen ’16, Zach Gardner ’15, Keith Schwickerath ’17, Jalen Chambers ’17, Erica Kirgan ’16, Mara Jones ’16, Bradley 
Sweeney ’16, Jacqueline Flood ’16, Brooke Redmond ’16, Lauren Marlinghaus ’16, Jenna Hermsen ’15, Samantha “Sami” Kay Shafranski, Isaac (Ike) Elliot, 
Shannon Nix ’18, Katie Mnichowicz ’15, Victor Coronado ’14, Kayla (Bergman) Coronado ’14, Chandler Coronado. 

UIU ALUMNI WEDDINGS



In remembrance of Leota Didier

Leota Didier

The entire UIU community mourns the death of Leota A. Didier ’43, who spent a lifetime enriching the lives of youth and the community 
of Dubois, Wyoming. Leota loved her alma mater, establishing the Leota Didier Scholarship as part of her estate. The scholarship will be 
awarded to a student attending UIU after graduating from a high school located in a town of fewer than 2,500 residents, reflecting Leota’s 
pride in her small-town roots.
 
Leota Alta Morgan was born in 1924 just outside Stanley, Iowa. She and her brother and four sisters grew up working to raise everything 
they ate and make everything they wore, farming with draft horses in an age before tractors, central heating and indoor plumbing. 

She left for college at Upper Iowa University at the age of 16, working as a cook, waitress, and secretary until she achieved her teacher’s 
degree. She married Bernard F. Didier, a Presbyterian minister and the love of her life, in 1958. Bernard and Leota bought the Lazy L & B 
Ranch in the East Fork Valley in 1969. They entertained guests at the L & B until 1993, when they sold the guest ranch portion of the ranch 
and moved into a home in Dubois. 

Leota’s activities in and on behalf of the town of Dubois include contributions to the following projects: The Dennison Lodge,  
The Dubois Bronze Committee, The Dubois Library, The Dubois Medical Center, The Dubois Rodeo, The Dubois Youth Project, 
 The Opportunity Shop, The St. Thomas Episcopal Church Office Building, and Warm Valley Lodge Assisted Living. 

Leota is survived by her daughter, Leota Ann Didier Voll, and her son-in-law, Thomas R. Voll, of Boulder, Colorado, and  
Kate, Abby, and Bob Lucas of Jackson, Wyoming. 

Leota’s trail of good deeds was featured in The Bridge’s Fall 2013 issue. The article can be viewed at https://bit.ly/2K3vqAW.
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committee from nearly 80 individuals living 
in the Cedar Valley. 

Heather Caya ’17, Waterloo, Iowa, is working 
as the team lead in the member contact 
center of Veridian Credit Union after seven 
years with the company.

Megan Fischer ’17, Ramsey, Minnesota, 
began teaching at Andrew Community 
Schools in Andrew, Iowa, in January 2018. 
She was hired as the middle school language 
arts teacher.

Logan Hopp ’17, New 
Hampton, Iowa, (left) 
joined the Decorah, 
Iowa, Police Department 
as a police officer. He is 
continuing his education 
at the Iowa Law 
Enforcement Academy 
beginning spring 2018. 

Michael Lowe ’17, 
Des Moines, Iowa, was 
hired to reach English 
language learners, U.S. 

history and world history at East High School 
in Des Moines, Iowa.

Eric Stahr ’17, Decorah, Iowa, was named 
the new administrator of Riceville Family 
Care and Therapy Center.

Hannah Starr ’17, West Des Moines, Iowa, 
will be teaching 1st grade at Grant Ragan 
Elementary School in Waukee, Iowa, 
beginning fall 2018. 

Leigh (Theisen) Stamer ’17, Urbandale, 
Iowa, accepted her first teaching position as 
the reading support teacher at North High 
School with Des Moines Public Schools. 

Ashley Beringer ’18, Worthington, Iowa, 
accepted a position teaching geometry at 
Lebanon High School in Lebanon, Tenn.

Tamara (Peklic) Brase ’18, West Des Moines, 
Iowa, applied for and accepted the high 
school art teacher position at Valley High 
School of West Des Moines, Iowa. 

Samantha Farrell ’18, Camanche, Iowa, 
was hired at Jefferson Elementary School 
in Clinton, Iowa, and will be teaching 
kindergarten.

Cloey Goedken ’18, Wadena, Iowa, was 
hired to teach science for grades 8-12 at 
Winfield-Mt. Union High School. 

Alyson Kokjohn ’18, Wilton, Iowa, accepted 
a position with South Tama Middle School as 
a 6th grade social studies teacher. 

Gunner Mohs ’18, Fredericksburg, Iowa, 
signed a contract with Sigourney to teach 
9th grade physical science, biology, and 
environmental science in the fall of 2018.

Elizebeth “Libby” Payton ’18, Newton, 
Iowa, has been hired to teach second grade  
at Timber Ridge Elementary in Johnson, 
Iowa. She will begin in August 2018.

Ashley Rosenstiel ’18, Oelwein, Iowa, was 
hired at South Hamilton Middle School as a 
teacher of math.

Zachary Royston ’18, Le Roy, Minnesota, 
will begin teaching industrial technology in 
the Sumner-Fredericksburg School District 
in the fall of 2018.

Brooke (Behrens) Tripp ’18, Oelwein, Iowa, 
accepted a position with Oelwein Middle 
School as a special educator for students 
served at Level 2/3. 

Melissa Trumbo ’18, Davenport, Iowa, 
accepted the life skills special education 
teacher position at Wood Intermediate  
in Davenport, Iowa.

Do you have something 
special to share with 

us? We want to 
know about it!

Contact the Office of Institutional Advancement 
& Alumni Development at 563-425-5388 or  

alumni@uiu.edu. Thank you!



IN MEMORIAM
Madelyn (Miller) St Clair ’40
6/12/2017, Clinton, IA

Margaret (Meyer) Martin ’41
3/22/2018, Centralia, WA

Georgia (Grimes) Mitchell ’41
10/23/2017, Port Angeles, WA

Charles Lovin ’42
6/3/2017, Boone, IA

Leota (Morgan) Didier ’43
2/3/2018, Dubois, WY

Kathleen (Hoffman) Johnson ’44
5/24/2018, Oelwein, IA

Merrill Smith ’48
2/8/2018, Mount Dora, FL

James Davis ’48
5/8/2015, Worland, WY

James Smittkamp ’50
1/22/2017, Cedar Rapids, IA

Fabian Robinson ’50
4/17/2017, Hospers, IA

Dale Rademaker ’50
5/30/2018, Waukon, IA

John Schubert ’50
5/31/2017, La Crosse, WI

Robert  Blech ’52
6/16/2017, Fresno, CA

John Linder ’57
5/4/2018, Oelwein, IA

William Barnholdt ’57
11/12/2017, Beaver Falls, PA

James Thompsen ’58
9/23/2016, Princeton, IL

John Gutz ’58
12/3/2017, Minnetonka, MN

Garth Huffman ’59
2/17/2018, Cedar Falls, IA

Vivien (Siddel) Benter ’64
8/20/2017, Monticello, IA

Gary Korhonen ’64
12/2/2017, Palos Park, IL

Douglas Fay ’65
2/3/2018, Frederick, MD

James Connor ’65
2/16/2018, Waukon, IA

Lillian (Cummings) Vanter ’67
11/5/2017, Strawberry Point, IA

Thomas Frevert ’68
2/22/2018, Taylorville, IL

Timothy Nevelle ’70
10/8/2017, Osceola, IN

Edna (Hawe) Hammerand ’71
2/21/2018, Dubuque, IA

Lois (Juhl) Kremer ’72
6/11/2018, Fairfield, IA

Byron Sielschott ’74
4/6/2017, Lima, OH

Geraldine (Sewell) Burns ’75
11/8/2017, Mercer, PA

Theodore Shelton ’76
8/19/2017, Chattanooga, TN

Debra (Kaune) Tweedy ’77
5/12/2018, Waukon, IA

Marsha Lepird ’79
3/13/2018, Mason City, IA

Ida (Danahey) Lewton ’81
12/26/2017, Toledo, OH

Norman Beckham ’82
1/7/2017, Stockton, CA

Betty (McConnell) Moon ’85
5/7/2017, Indianapolis, IN

Marcia (Peterson) Ely ’86
8/9/2016, Grimes, IA

Michael Triano ’88
12/6/2017, Orleans, IN

Richard Elskamp ’91
11/29/2017, Waterford, WI

Clarence Wilkerson ’96
1/13/2016, Silver Spring, MD

Vickie (Tanyi) Jackson ’00
3/15/2017, Menomonee Falls, WI

Cheryl Scholl ’00
12/30/2017, Waterloo, IA

William Gongoll ’01
1/25/2016, Wausau, WI

Henry Britton ’01
6/5/2018, Newton, IA

Timothy Cline ’03
4/16/2018, Wellington, CO

Aaron Parr ’07
3/22/2018, Waterloo, IA

Kimberly Kuklinski ’08
3/29/2018, Hatley, WI

June Groehler ’08
6/7/2018, Madison, WI

Debra (Dalen) Buckendahl ’09
1/18/2018, Evansdale, IA

Bruce DeLong, former faculty
1/17/2018, Waterloo, IA

William Ashby, former faculty
2/28/2018, Clermont, IA

Mari (Watembach) Molseed, former 
faculty, 3/2/2018, West Union, IA

Bernard Rhode, former staff
2/13/2018, Fayette, IA

Sharon (Campbell) Briesemeister, 
former staff, 10/28/2017, Fairfax, IA

Charles Brown, former student
2/5/2018, Tempe, AZ

Arlene (Kielsmeier) Carney, former 
student, 2/8/2018, Charles City, IA

Leonard Day, former student
2/18/2018, Arlington, IA

Patricia (Hawgood) Ritter, former 
student, 2/20/2018, Arlington, IA

William Putnam, former student
3/21/2018, Cache, OK

Laura (Hutchison) Timm, former 
student, 3/21/2018, Des Moines, IA

Debra (Schroyer) Dessel, former 
student, 3/31/2018, West Union, IA

Jane (Mahlstedt) Shaner, former 
student, 5/14/2018, Deer River, MN

Arlene (Boderman) Brunscheon, 
former student, 5/25/2018, Sumner, IA

Alice (Becker) Schroeder, former 
student, 6/2/2018, La Porte City, IA

Eva (Heiserman) Scovel, former 
student, 12/31/2017, Lamont, IA

Margaret (McWhorter) Woolley, 
friend of UIU, 1/9/2018, Rahway, NJ

Earl Aanes, friend of UIU
12/8/2017, Fayette, IA

‘IN MEMORIAM’ SUBMISSIONS 
Should you learn of the passing of a fellow Peacock, please notify  
the Office of Institutional Advancement & Alumni Development

Phone: 563-425-5388  | Email: alumni@uiu.edu 
or send us a note to P.O. Box 1857, Fayette, IA 52142
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PLEASE NOTE: Event dates 
and locations are subject to 
change. For the latest event 
information or to RSVP, visit 
uiu.edu/alumni/events. 

 July 22-28:  Team Peacock Rides RAGBRAI  
  – various towns throughout Iowa 

 August 3:   UIU Night at the Ballpark  
  – Waterloo, Iowa

 August 11-12:  UIU Football Reunion + Golf Outing  
  – Fayette, Iowa

 August 16:  Alumni Night at the Ballpark  
  – Cedar Rapids, Iowa

 September 7-8:  Minneapolis Alumni Social + Football   
  Tailgate – Minneapolis, Minnesota

 September 11:  Winona Alumni Social +  Volleyball  
  Game – Winona, Minnesota 

 September 14-15:  Hall of Fame Weekend  
  – Fayette, Iowa

 September 15:  ’93 Baseball Championship  
  Team Reunion – Fayette, Iowa

 

 September 16:  UIU Baseball and Softball Reunion  
  and Game – Fayette, Iowa

 September 29:  Foxes Reunion – Fayette, Iowa

 September 29: Tri-State Alumni Chapter Experience   
  – Williamsburg, Virginia

 October 11-13:  Homecoming 2018 – Fayette, Iowa

 November 8-9:  Wisconsin Social – Madison and  
  Milwaukee, Wisconsin

 December 8:  Ugly Sweater Party – Chicago, Illinois

 December 18:  Ugly Sweater Party – Fayette, Iowa

2018 ALUMNI CALENDAR OF EVENTS
As you can see in the map below, our Peacock family is scattered all over the country and world. 
Our current alumni head count by state is growing and we want to make sure to include you as 
well. Please contact us if you have relocated, so we can update our records. Thank you, and we 
look forward to seeing you soon at an upcoming event! 
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605 Washington St.
P.O. Box 1857

Fayette, IA 52142

Please be aware, we rely heavily on your help for the accuracy of our 
alumni database. Contact the Office of Institutional Advancement & 

Alumni Development with any name or address changes at  
563-425-5388 or alumni@uiu.edu. Thank you. 

Barbara (Rankin) Csomay class of 1946 established the Csomay 
Honors Program at Upper Iowa University’s Fayette Campus, 
enabling creation of the Csomay Center for Honors and the 

Csomay Endowed Scholarship.

To be accepted in the Honors Program, students must have at least 
a 26 ACT score and at least a 3.5 high school grade point average. 
Students admitted to the Honors Program in any given year take the 
same courses as their fellow honors students. Each course generally 
is interdisciplinary and team taught, with active, participatory 
learning. All honors courses require extensive, integrated, advanced 
writing skills. Seniors complete both an honors project and a 
thesis in their area of interest. Extracurricular experiences – such 
as service learning, attending professional conferences and other 
special events – are an integral part of the program.

During UIU Commencement ceremonies, graduates from the 
Csomay Honors Program receive a medallion commemorating their 
academic distinction. Please note that other graduates may receive 
gold honors cords based on their UIU GPA. Only students from the 
Csomay Honors Program who have completed the senior project 
and thesis receive medallions.  

CSOMAY HONORS  
PROGRAM GRADUATES

Csomay Honor Students (l-r) Ashley Brock, a forensic science/chemistry double major from 
Severance, Colorado; Brett Cornforth, a biology major from Rochester, Minnesota; and Tara 
Hicks, a biology major from Merrick, New York.


