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Commencement Day is one of my favorite days of the year. It is the culmination of 

dreams coming true, incredible teamwork, years of support and a commitment to 

succeed. Nothing is more momentous and more important to this University than our 

Commencement, which recognizes the achievements of our students and the dedication 

of all those involved with the success of our graduates. As has been the case for nearly 

160 years, the arrival of Commencement Day each year provides all of those involved 

with Upper Iowa University the opportunity to celebrate another year’s worth of 

accomplishment.

This year Commencement Day was beautiful and the weather for the two outdoor 

ceremonies was just about perfect. I am humbled every year by the tremendous effort 

so many put into making Commencement ceremonies a success. As I visited with our graduates and their families during 

this special day, it was clear that all of the work and planning that goes into this event is worth it, as our graduates and their 

guests were provided with memories that will last a lifetime. Commencement is a university-wide effort, and I know I speak 

for all of our faculty and staff when I say that no other time of year reminds us more than Commencement that all of us at 

UIU are helping to change lives, one student at a time. 

As you will read in this issue of The Bridge, we proudly honored the first graduating cohort of the Csomay Honors Program 

at Commencement. In addition to these five exceptional graduates, nearly 600 diplomas were presented in person to 

graduates from across the United States and around the world as we added more than 1,800 new alumni to Peacock Nation. 

I am quite certain that you likely remember your own Commencement day, and we are proud to share some of the highlights 

of UIU’s 2016 Commencement in this issue.

Also, don’t miss the special section about Homecoming and all the events accompanying it this October. It’s the 100th 

anniversary of Homecoming on the Fayette campus and, as always, it promises to be special. Please take note of the open 

house we’re planning at the President’s Home from 12:30 to 3:30 p.m. on Friday, Oct. 7. The century‒old house has been 

under major renovation for more than a year (thank you to all those who have supported this initiative!), and we are looking 

forward to the opportunity to welcome guests for a first look during Homecoming. 

I look forward to seeing you on your next trip to Fayette. Until then, please keep on doing great GREAT things for UIU and 

for the world – HOOAH!

 

William R. Duffy II, Ed.D., Ed.S.

P.S. Watch for Team Peacock riding RAGBRAI again this summer while we raise funds to help UIU students, July 24‒30, 

somewhere on the road between Glenwood to Muscatine, Iowa. Visit givetouiu.org/teampeacock to support a rider and a 

cause of your choice. 

Caps off to the Class of 2016
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UIU NEWS BRIEFS
More information about these headline stories and others can be found at uiu.edu and/or uiubridge.com. Additional photos can be viewed on Flickr.com.
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UIU NEWS BRIEFS

The Upper Iowa University Student Veterans Club has been awarded a $9,100 SVA/

Home Depot Foundation Veteran Center initiative grant for 2016. As one of 50 chapters 

nationwide to receive the grant, the UIU Veterans Club will use the funds to help establish 

the Military and Veterans Service Center (MVSC) on the Fayette campus. 

”We are extremely grateful for the Home Depot Foundation's support of student veterans. 

At our campus, they will not only supply us with funding, but Team Depot members from 

a nearby store will also help us along the way,” said Chad Cook, UIU director of military 

and veteran services. “Veteran centers on college campuses make a huge positive impact 

on student veteran success. Since many veterans commute to school, have jobs or juggle 

other responsibilities, having a place on campus to connect to other veterans and resources 

can be invaluable.”

Cook explained that the current Fayette/Upper Iowa Rooms in Garbee Hall will soon 

be transformed into the MVSC student lounge, a meeting space and offices.  Building 

materials, paint and furniture will be among the items purchased with the grant funding, 

which is distributed via Home Depot gift cards. The MVSC is expected to serve as a “one- 

stop shop” where prospective and current students who are military service members, 

dependents and veterans can easily obtain UIU information, advice and support.  

“I wish to express my appreciation toward UIU’s Student Veterans Club members and 

colleagues that helped put the grant application together,” said Cook. “I would also like to 

thank the UIU facilities team in advance of the work and other efforts that they will put 

into completing the project, which is planned for mid-August.”

The Student Veterans of America (SVA) and The Home Depot Foundation launched the  

Vet Center Initiative in 2014 as part of SVA’s mission to provide veterans with the resources, 

support and advocacy needed to succeed in higher education and following graduation. 

By the end of 2016, 111 campuses in 40 states will have earned more than $970,000 

benefiting more than 53,600 student veterans.

The grant award comes on the heels of Cook’s March announcement that Upper Iowa was 

among 30 schools nationwide to be newly named to the PAVE (Peer Advisors for Veteran 

Education) network. 

Headquartered at University of Michigan Medical School, PAVE is a peer support program 

that connects incoming student veterans with student veterans already on campus in order 

to help them navigate college life, identify challenges they face, refer them to appropriate 

resources on or off campus, and provide additional ongoing support.

Grant funds to help with MVSC construction

Honors and Awards Banquet
Michala Goodwin with presenter Dr. Betty 

Whitesell. Michala received the William R. Cook 

Scholarship. More than $110,000 in scholarships 

was presented to UIU students during the annual 

Honors and Awards Banquet. 

A full list of 2016 recipients is available at  

uiu.edu/support/honors-awards/2016.
html.

A “thief” escaped with a laptop in the classroom of Assistant Professor of Criminal Justice 

Tiffany Kragnes in May. The incident was part of a planned Upper Iowa/KWWL-TV report, 

which tested the eyewitness testimony of the unsuspecting students.

The eyewitness memory of unsuspecting Upper Iowa University criminal justice students 

was put to the test in May. Working in conjunction with the University, Fayette County Sheriff 

Marty Fisher and Fayette Police Chief Richard Pisanti, KWWL-TV news anchor Jerry Gallagher 

taped a news segment from the classroom on the Fayette campus. 

“You’re going about your day and in the blink of an eye, a crime happens in front of you.  The 

case now hinges on your eyewitness testimony.  Would you know what to look for?  We 

put a group of Upper Iowa students to the test to see if their memory is on the mark,” said 

Gallagher, while explaining the premise of the news segment from the Waterloo, Iowa-based 

television station.

As part of the report, an out of uniform sheriff’s deputy acted as the suspect. Walking into the 

classroom, the “thief” approached Assistant Professor of Criminal Justice Tiffany Kragnes and 

asked directions to another class. Almost simultaneously, he grabbed the professor’s laptop 

and escaped into the hallway. Gallagher then quickly entered the class room to explain what 

the students had just witnessed. Soon after, a few of the students were asked to describe the 

suspect and then tested to see if they could identify the individual from a printed lineup.

To view the students’ answers and KWWL report, go to www.kwwl.com/

story/31892572/eyewitness-test-an-eye-opener-for-students.

Student eyewitnesses put to the test in the classroom
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While many students chose to go home or on a vacation during spring break 2016, two 

groups of Upper Iowa University students once again embarked on a pair of Alternative 

Spring Break (ASB) service trips. As part of this year’s volunteer effort, 20 UIU students and 

four advisors helped residents of New Orleans, La., and other community members living 

near San Juan, Puerto Rico. 

UIU trip advisors Paige Dietel and Jake Bass accompanied the following students to New 

Orleans: Jacob Baumhover, Dubuque, Iowa; Alexis Lloyd, Cannon Falls, Minn.; Leif Nedweski, 

Kenosha, Wis.; Ashley Beringer, Worthington, Iowa; Allie Stoppelmoor, West Des Moines, 

Iowa; Pei Fenn Tan, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia; Ee Vonne Choong, Selangor, Malaysia; Lauren 

Wombles, Bloomington, Ill.; Krystin Noe, Newton, Iowa; Nathan Hertel, Fayette, Iowa. 

Meanwhile, Upper Iowa students participating in the Good Samaritan trip to Puerto 

Rico were Bet Bofill, Barcelona, Spain; Luke Kloft, Dubuque, Iowa; Andrew Robertson, 

Manchester, Iowa; Signey Hilby, Asbury, Iowa; Gabbie Mohs, Fredericksburg, Iowa; Christian 

Kirwan, New Windsor, Ill.; Morgan Shearer, Mondamin, Iowa; Madie Corkery, Rowley, Iowa; 

Vanessa Westen, Washington, Iowa; Ashten Wolff, Oelwein, Iowa. Trip advisors were Daryl 

Grove and Amy Tucker. 

ASB volunteers spring into action for those in need

Among the Upper Iowa staff and students participating in Alternative Spring Break 2016 were 

(front l–r) Paige Dietel, Lauren Wombles, Alexis Lloyd; (back) Ee Vonne Choong, Pei Fenn Tan, 

Krystin Noe, Nathan Hertel, Ashley Beringer, Allie Stoppelmoor, Jacob Baumhover, Leif Nedweski 

and Jake Bass. These volunteers helped with service projects in New Orleans.

Ten years strong, Fayette Appreciation Day has now resulted in over 480 service projects completed during the annual Upper Iowa University countywide volunteer effort. Over 550 Upper Iowa 

University students, faculty, staff and community members participated in the April 2016 event, which included 48 unique projects in 10 of the 16 Fayette County communities. For additional 

photos, visit the Upper Iowa Flickr page at flickr.com/photos/upperiowauniversity/albums.

Fayette Appreciation Day 2016 is a success



UIU NEWS BRIEFS

Upper Iowa University Phi Beta Lambda (PBL) Chapter members (l-r) Monica Rohe, Dustin 

Hoefs, Brad Kuboushek and Battushig Naranbat display the individual and chapter awards 

won by the students during the 2016 PBL State Leadership Conference in Des Moines. The large 

plaque displayed by Kuboushek is the prestigious Lloyd V. Douglas Outstanding Chapter Award, 

which was earned by the Upper Iowa PBL Chapter for the ninth time over the past decade. The 

team was set to participate in the National Leadership Conference in Atlanta, Ga., June 24–27.

Upper Iowa University Enactus Chapter members (l–r) Gabriel Wittenburg, Dustin Hoefs, Taylor 

Klosterman and E Jing Heng display the Champion’s trophy the participating students earned during 

the regional Enactus competition in Chicago, Ill. UIU Enactus team member Jason McClenahan is 

not pictured. The UIU students advanced to the 2015 Enactus United States National Exposition in 

St. Louis, Mo, in May. The team presented projects on converting waste into a sustainable fuel source 

for the University, composting uneaten cafeteria food for more environmentally friendly disposal 

and teaching business skills to future entrepreneurs in Pearl Lagoon, Nicaragua.

UIU NEWS BRIEFS

Volga River Review released
Filled with more submissions than ever before, the fourth volume of Volga River Review 

has been released by the Upper Iowa University creative writing program. The publication 

features poems and short stories written by UIU students, faculty and staff from the Fayette 

campus as well as its extended University. Contributors to this installment of UIU’s literary 

journal also represent alumni spanning eight decades. 

Anyone interested in submitting creative work to next year’s journal is encouraged to send 

a Word doc by email to volgariverreview@uiu.edu with the subject line VRR 2017. 

The 2016 Volga River Review can be viewed online at uiu.edu/academics/volga-

river-review.html. For additional information, contact Finlay at finlaya@uiu.edu.

Upper Iowa University faculty advisor Adrianne Finlay, associate professor of English and 

director of creative writing, and editors of the Volga River Review literary journal hosted 

a launch party in April. This is the fourth volume of the publication to hit the bookshelves. 

Displaying copies of the 2016 edition are (l–r) UIU student editors William Kenney, Casey 

Nation, Don Kuykendall, Editor-in-Chief Samantha Vorwald and Finlay.

Colgrove-Walker building to permanently close
The UIU Board of Trustees has agreed to permanently close the Colgrove-Walker building on the Fayette campus due to extensive and ongoing maintenance issues. Its future remains on hold as 

the Board considers costs before the structure can be razed. Colgrove-Walker, made possible by a gift from alumni, was opened in 1956. The building included the Colegrove Auditorium, which 

was the first auditorium since the UIU chapel burned and home to the former drama and music programs. 
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Among the inaugural Upper Iowa University Archery Club members were (front, l–r)  advisor 

LeAnn Cushion; vice president Tyler Bostwick, president Ryland Richards, treasurer Beau 

Sorenson, secretary Luke Kloft, advisor Jesse Pleggenkuhle; (middle) Pei Fenn Tan, Brenner 

Gibson, Layton Garringer, Bridgett Madden, Erica Kelly; (back) Zi Leng Chua, Yii Meng Lau, 

advisor Amanda Passmore, advisor Tucker Wentzien and Zoey Lim.

The first-ever Upper Iowa University Archery and Soccer sport clubs wrapped up their 

inaugural seasons in 2016. 

Peacock Archery Club members helped host an Invitational Archery Tournament at the 

UIU Rec Center in January. As part of the National Archery in the Schools Program (NASP) 

Tournament, over 500 youth in grades 3–12 competed in three divisions. 

“What a great way to kick off the start of Upper Iowa’s newest club sport,” said LeAnn 

Cushion, UIU director of campus recreation. “The turnout from the eastern Iowa school 

districts was overwhelming. At the same time, some of our club members who volunteered 

to help Saturday benefited from observing an archery tournament for the first time.”

Cushion noted that UIU President William R. Duffy was the major influence behind 

organizing the University’s Archery Club last fall. With the president’s support, UIU obtained 

the guidance of the Wapsie Valley Archery Club and Echo Valley Archers to launch the  

club sport.

The UIU Archery Club consisted of approximately 15 members, including the following 

officers: president Ryland Richards, Maquoketa, Iowa; vice president Tyler Bostwick, Antigo, 

Wis.; secretary Luke Kloft, Dubuque, Iowa; treasurer Beau Sorenson, Woden, Iowa. UIU 

advisors include Cushion, Amanda Passmore, Jesse Pleggenkuhle and Tucker Wentzien.

Meanwhile, the Upper Iowa University Soccer Club achieved a number of goals not only 

on the field, but also in laying a solid foundation for the program. While placing fourth in 

the nine-team Cedar Valley Adult Soccer Association (CVASA) Co-Ed League, the first-year 

organization at UIU was led by club advisor Ashley Artist and president Brett Cornforth of 

Rochester, Minn. 

With only one graduating senior on the current UIU Soccer Club roster, Cornforth is eagerly 

anticipating next fall’s competition. Eventually, the club president hopes the team will have 

the opportunity to schedule intercollegiate competitions against other club programs, and 

possibly compete in tournaments at a regional or even national level.

During the season, the team travels each Wednesday evening to the Cedar Valley Sportsplex 

in Waterloo. 

Members of Upper Iowa University’s inaugural Soccer Club team were (kneeling, l–r) Aaron 

Wheagar, Signey Hilby, Cody Vercellotti, Biraj Khatiwada, James Abotsi; (standing) Clinton 

Wali, Mridul Paudel, Josh Norris, Brett Cornforth, Carissa Gelinas, Hafis Mensah, Jared 

Newman. Team member Asim Poudel is not pictured.

New archery and soccer clubs complete inaugural seasons

Launched in February 2016, the UIU Master of Sport Administration (MSA) online degree 

program is available in a fast-paced curriculum, with new classes offered every eight weeks. 

Each MSA student is required to complete a minimum of 36 credits with an emphasis in 

sport management or coaching and leadership education. An 18-credit leadership certificate 

also is available to students not seeking a college degree.

Another unique aspect of the University’s MSA is a newly formed collaboration with 

Championship Productions. The University will utilize the company’s large library of training 

resources as instructional tools in the MSA program emphasis on coaching and leadership 

education.

Upon completion of the master’s program, MSA graduates will understand the 

organizational, financial, technology and personnel issues related to the sports industry. 

While the most common path for the graduates of the MSA program is to become an 

athletic director or similar administrator at the various levels of athletics, they may also seek 

various management and head coaching careers. For more information, visit uiu.edu/msa.

Master of Sport Administration program kicks off
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FACULTY NOTES
Dr. Virginia Wangerin, director of nursing education, received her  

PhD from Iowa State University in December 2015. Her major was 

educational leadership, and her dissertation was titled “Seeking 

success: Program improvement plans as a strategy to increase pass 

rates on the national licensure exam.”  Wangerin, recognized as a 

certified nurse educator (CNE) by the National League for Nursing (NLN), recently 

completed her term as president of the Iowa League of Nursing. She also serves on the 

Iowa Board of Nursing Center for Nursing Workforce Advisory Committee and the Board of 

Directors for the Des Moines Pastoral Counseling Center.

Dr. Rick Klann, Delano professor of science, received a grant from the Bremer County 

Extension to conduct water quality monitoring of inflow and outflow of a bioreactor to 

evaluate the effectiveness of the bioreactor at removing nitrates.

Dr. S. Mackenzie Glander, assistant professor of psychology, will teach at UIU-Hong 

Kong during Summer Session 2/Term 6.

Rachel Majewski, assistant professor of athletic training and coordinator of AT Clinical 

Education, published her original research, “Examination of the Motivational Climate in 

the Athletic Training Room,” in the Journal of Sport Behavior, Volume 38(2), 2015. She 

presented her findings at the National Athletic Trainers’ Association 65th Annual Clinical 

Symposia in Indianapolis, Ind.

The Department of Biology and Chemistry publishes an electronic newsletter 

twice a year to help keep alumni and friends of the Department informed by highlighting 

student and faculty activity and accomplishments. If you would like to receive this 

newsletter, please provide an email address to Rick Klann at klannr@uiu.edu.

Dr. Jeffrey Butikofer, associate professor of chemistry, and Matthew Meulemans, a 

senior majoring in conservation management and environmental science, were awarded an 

R. J. McElroy Student/Faculty Research Grant in May. The faculty sponsor and student will 

present their research findings and discuss their project “Micropterus dolomieu Health in the 

Presence of Orconectes rusticus in Northern Wisconsin Lakes” at a symposium in May 2017.

Dr. Doug McReynolds, Bissell professor of English, was the featured reader in Cedar 

Falls, Iowa, at the Hearst Center's "Final Thursday" program in February. He continues to 

judge in the Association of Writing Programs annual student writing competitions, judging 

poetry and literary criticism this year.

Dr. Meghan Mettler, assistant professor of history, published “If I Could Drive You Out 

of Your Mind: Anti-Rationalism and The Celebration of Madness in 1960s Counterculture” 

in The Journal of Literary and Cultural Disability Studies, Fall 2015 issue. She presented a 

paper in June at the Society for Historians of American Foreign Relations on the topic, “Visit 

Japan by Subway: Japan-Inspired Products and 1950s Homemakers.”

Dr. Barb Ehlers, Fayette, published “Think It, Design It, Build It, Test It, Refine It: Let’s 

Build Water Filtration Devices” in Bringing STEM to the Elementary Classroom, an NSTA 

publication. Ehlers received the REAP-CEP Grant, SOILS: The Earth Beneath Our Feet to 

offer professional development for practicing teachers. She presented “Environmental 

Issues Instruction: SOIL—The Earth Beneath Our Feet” at the Iowa Science Teachers/Iowa 

Council of Teachers of Mathematics Conference in Des Moines, Iowa. Ehlers also presented 

“Think It, Design It, Build It, Test It, Refine It: Let’s Build Water Filtration Devices” at both the 

National Science Teachers Association's Conference and STEM Extravaganza in Nashville, 

Tenn. 
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Upper Iowa University teacher education students and Dr. Gina Kuker, associate professor 

of education, were awarded the TigerHawk Community Support Award for assisting North 

Fayette Elementary faculty and students during Iowa Assessment Week. Pictured during the 

award ceremony are (front, l–r) NF Elementary Principal Travis Elliott, UIU teacher education 

students Shannon Jacobsen, Anastasia Lavrenko, Ashley Beringer; (back) Matt Vagts, Shelby 

Frana, Tabitha Stwalley, Emily Marvin, Dr. Kuker.

North Fayette (NF) Elementary in West Union and Fayette, Iowa, recently awarded Upper 

Iowa University teacher education students and Dr. Gina Kuker, associate professor of 

education, with the school’s TigerHawk Community Support Award. 

The honorees were recognized for assisting North Fayette Elementary faculty and students 

during Iowa Assessment Week. The participating UIU students helped in various classrooms 

during the annual assessment tests. In addition, the future educators listened to elementary 

students read, as well as reading the tests to the younger students when needed.

“UIU is doing a great job of preparing future teachers. They (UIU students) were all so 

professional and very knowledgeable in their assistance. I am proud to be a Peacock,” said NF 

second grade teacher Shelly Crandall '00.

Kuker noted that Upper Iowa University’s partnership with NF during the assessment week is 

a “win-win situation” for everyone involved. She explained that the UIU students witness the 

struggles some younger readers have during testing periods. At the same time, the University 

students provide some relief to the teachers by assisting individual elementary students 

during the challenging tests.

Teacher education students receive Community Support Award
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Dr. Jerry Poppe, associate professor of public administration and MPA program 

coordinator, participated in two events at the Western Political Science Association 

conference held in San Diego, Calif., in March. He presented a paper titled “Creating 

More Egalitarian Citizens: The Interaction of Civil Society and Federalism” and served 

on a panel regarding Achieving Policy Outcomes in Environmental Policy.

Elissa Wenthe, associate professor of art, delivered the Visiting Artist Lecture at 

SUNY Buffalo and the Visiting Artist Lecture at Northern Illinois State University, both 

in February. She also served as judge and presented an artist lecture/workshop at the 

Northeast Iowa Regional Art Competition in April.

Dr. Jennifer Stoffel, associate professor of biology, presented 

a co-authored poster at the Iowa Academy of Science titled 

“Microbial community analysis of soil after stump-cut treatments 

of Black Willow (Salix nigra).” Co-authors included her colleague 

in the Biology and Chemistry Department, Dr. Rebecca Schmidt, 

as well as James Mount, a UIU conservation management major.

Dr. Paul D. B. Skrade, assistant biology professor, has received 

a $2,500 wildlife diversity small research grant through the Iowa 

Department of Natural Resources. With the assistance of student 

Chase Grabau ‘17, Skrade will be working alongside wildlife 

researcher Jon Stravers to study avian species of conservation 

concern, such as the cerulean warbler, acadian flycatcher, and veery.

Biology faculty and students 

benefit from new lab tools
Drs. Scott Figdore, William Jones and 

Rebecca Schmidt (l–r) are pictured 

alongside a biological safety cabinet, 

which is one of the latest tools now 

available for use in the University’s cell 

and molecular biology labs. This and 

other state-of-the-art equipment was 

purchased with a $100,000 grant from 

the Roy J. Carver Charitable Trust. The 

complete story can be read in the Science & Mathematics section of The Bridge Online.

Upper Iowa University library staff members (l–r) Carol Orr, associate director of library 

services; Becky Wadian, director of library services, and Mary White, assistant director of library 

services, have retired after a combined 123 years of service to the University.

Longtime UIU librarians check out 

After combining for nearly 125 years of service to Upper Iowa University, staff members 

Carol Orr, Becky Wadian and Mary White have checked out of Henderson-Wilder Library to 

enjoy the life of retirement. The trio worked side by side in the Fayette campus library for 

over three decades. 

While each of the retirees are looking forward to additional “me time,” they are also eagerly 

anticipating the opportunity to creating more memorable moments with their respective 

families. The Bridge Online story about the three retirees can be viewed at  

uiubridge.com/2016/04/18/library-staff-set-to-check-out-retirement.

Faculty promoted and/or granted tenure in 2015–16 
Andres School of Education

• Dr. Barbara Ehlers promoted to associate professor of education and granted tenure.  

• Kara Gavin promoted to associate professor of exercise and sports studies  

and granted tenure.

School of Business

• Christopher Kragnes promoted to associate professor of business and granted tenure.

• Dr. Summer Zwanziger Elsinger promoted to associate professor of business  

and granted tenure.

School of Liberal Arts

• Dr. Melle Starsen promoted to associate professor of communications.

 School of Science and Mathematics.

• Dr. Sara Sheeley promoted to associate professor of biology and granted tenure.

New library director named
Rob Hudson, MLIS, JD, EdS, has been named the new UIU director 

of library services. A Las Vegas, Nev., native, Hudson most recently 

served as the library director at the United States Sports Academy in 

Daphne, Ala. He previously worked abroad as an assistant professor 

and librarian at Lakehead University School of Law in Canada, 

and as a lecturer in law and librarian at Qatar University. He was 

also an associate dean for the Law Library at Phoenix School of 

Law. He started professional librarianship in Florida at Nova Southeastern University as 

faculty services librarian and adjunct instructor. In 2015, he taught at the Sports Authority of 

Thailand in international sports law.

Rob and his wife, Irma, have two daughters, Allison, 8, and Grace, 6. A complete story on the 

University’s new director of library services can be viewed on The Bridge Online.

Rob Hudson, MLIS, JD, Ed.S.



FACULTY NOTES

T
he Pleggenkuhle Prairie, located northwest of Hawkeye, Iowa, continues to serve 

as an outdoor teaching tool for Upper Iowa University students to learn about 

the ecosystem of the virgin prairie. Donated to UIU by the Pleggenkuhle family 

approximately 15 years ago, the three-acre site is a place where students conduct 

prescribed burns and research projects.

Most recently, the participating faculty and students from various science and biology 

programs benefited from a Restore Iowa Grant. Dr. Jennifer Stoffel, associate professor of 

biology, applied for the grant through the Iowa Native Plant Society in December 2015 

and received $1,000 in March 2016. The Restore Iowa Grant provides seed funds to further 

engage Iowa’s youth and students in ecological restoration, while accomplishing at least 

partial restoration of an Iowa natural area. The grant is eligible only for working on Iowa 

native prairie remnants.

Stoffel explained the UIU students were involved in the selection of the supplies purchased 

with the grant funds, including a chainsaw and professional-grade burn gear. Student 

volunteers then helped remove the woody plants and haul debris (excess wildfire fuel) 

from the Pleggenkuhle Prairie. Later in the spring, a controlled burn was conducted to help 

further reduce woody encroachment and help reduce development of the thatch layer. 

Stoffel noted that prior to receiving the grant funds, students conducted research at the site 

to compare the impact on soil microbial communities following the use of two herbicides 

to treat the woody plants.  

“It is my goal that our students continue to develop applied experiences in conservation 

and natural resources,” said the UIU professor. “Applying ecological concepts from class 

to actual management in the field is critical to appreciate the actual challenges land 

managers face.”  While conducting prairie management, students will also learn about how 

to follow guidelines for safe practices regarding chainsaws. Additionally, students will learn 

about fire ecology and 

the use of fire as a prairie 

management tool.

“Field experiences are 

critical for students 

in our field science 

programs (Conservation 

Management, 

Environmental Science, 

General Biology and 

Life Science with Plant 

Emphasis) because it 

is important to see the 

concepts in practice 

and understand the 

integration of many 

systems,” Stoffel added.  

“Future potential 

employers seek students who have skills in the field and are ready to apply them in a 

workplace scenario.”

The participating classrooms in the ongoing Pleggenkuhle Prairie project include Ecology, 

Wildlife Management, and BIO 496 (Senior Project) students. The UIU Science and 

Environment Club, and student volunteers from conservation management, environmental 

science, life science plant emphasis, and general biology majors will also continue  

to be involved. 

Newly acquired grant helps ‘Restore’ UIU prairie 

Among the UIU students and faculty recently helping to restore the Pleggenkuhle Prairie near Hawkeye, Iowa, were (l–r) Jacob VanLangingham, Forrest (Cole) Streigle, Matthew Meulemans, 

Nicholas Lucas, Erik Murry, Samuel Franzen, Dr. Jennifer Stoffel, Allison Stoppelmoor, Eric Young, Kristy Miller, Weston Hoffmann, Chase Grabau, Nick Haight and Ryland Richards.
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Longtime faculty and staff were recognized for their dedicated service to Upper Iowa 

University on Friday, May 6. Receiving special acknowledgement during the annual UIU 

Service Awards and Recognition Banquet held on the Fayette campus were the following 

retiring employees: 

Carol Orr, associate director of library services, 46 years; Becky Wadian, director of library 

services, 42; Larry Bond, maintenance technician, 36; Mary White, assistant director of 

library services, 35; Cynthia Waters, professor of education, 15; and Monica Bayer Heaton, 

associate vice president for communications and marketing, 7. Each of the retirees served 

from the Fayette campus.

Additional UIU faculty and staff recognized for significant service anniversaries during the 

annual event were:

40 YEARS OF SERVICE

- David Wright, Fayette, custodian

25 YEARS OF SERVICE

- Michael Manno, Des Moines, adjunct instructor of public administration

- Judy Moser, Waterloo, adjunct instructor of education

- Cheryl Northrop, Fayette, lecturer of mathematics

- Kari Yauk, Fayette, veterans benefits specialist

20 YEARS OF SERVICE

- Caryl Cushion, Fayette, admissions advisor

- Jana Edwards, Des Moines, adjunct instructor of mathematics

- James Henscheid, Des Moines, adjunct instructor of business

- Kimberly King, Waterloo, adjunct instructor of psychology

- Maureen McCarty, Prairie du Chien, adjunct instructor of psychology and sociology 

- Timothy Parker, Fayette, maintenance

- Allen Ricks, Waterloo, adjunct instructor of philosophy and religion

- Barbara Schultz, Fayette, assistant provost

- Rachel Schultz, Fayette, financial aid processing specialist

- Doris Weigel, Waterloo, adjunct instructor of psychology

- Roxanne Whaley, Fort Riley, adjunct instructor of business

Over 140 additional UIU faculty/staff members were honored for achieving five, 10 or 15 

years of service to the University.

President William R. Duffy is pictured with a few of the honorees following the recent Upper Iowa University Faculty and Staff Recognition Banquet. Among those attending the annual event 

were (seated, l–r) Kari Yauk, Carol Pfister, Caryl Cushion, Samantha Hansel, Betty J. Whitesell, Erin Friedley and Denise Ney; (standing) President Duffy, Cynthia Waters, Roland Vazquez, Jackson 

Hayek, Cheryl Northrop, Jim Jacobs, Roman Yasinovskyy, Christopher Kragnes, Jesse Pleggenkuhle, Marshall Whitlock, John Hanewall, Kara Guyer and James Tenney.

Dedicated faculty and staff recognized for service

Faculty members pictured alongside the bronze statue installed in memory of UIU alumna 

and benefactor Betty Andres during Commencement weekend were (seated, l–r) Dr. Billie 

Cowley, Dr. Gail Moorman Behrens; (standing) K.C. Robb, Jodi Grover, Dr. Patricia Dietz, 

Latisha Smith, Dr. Jill Buchan, Dr. Cindy Waters, Dr. Gina Kuker, Dr. Dawn Jacobsen, Dr. Janet 

Kehe, Rachel Majewski, Dr. Graeme Armstrong, Sue Burrack, Dr. Barb Ehlers, Angie Leete 

and Karla Gavin.

New statue installed to honor 

benefactor Betty Andres
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First graduates complete 
A s Provost Kurt Wood ‘76 placed special medallions 

around the necks of five graduates during the 2016 

Commencement ceremonies, the first students to 

complete the Upper Iowa University Csomay Honors Program 

were officially recognized for academic excellence. At the same 

time, the award recipients — Lucas Braun, Jesup, Iowa; Sydney 

Cyzon, DePere, Wis.; William Kenney, Coon Rapids, Minn.; 

Bradley Kuboushek, Calmar, Iowa; and Dustin Osier, Greene, 

Iowa — left the stage ready to provide leadership with each new 

challenge they face in their respective lives. 

“Because of all the work they have completed and all the work 

to still be accomplished in their lifetime, it was both humbling 

and an honor to see the first graduates of the Csomay Honors 

Program walk across the stage to receive their medallions 

during the 2016 Commencement ceremonies,” Janet Shepherd, 

UIU associate provost, later commented. 

“Their influence on younger students in the program is 

evidenced by the work ethic each of them displayed both in 

and out of the classroom,” she added. “Their hard work is 

mirrored by the upcoming students, as well as the attitude of 

giving back to the community and University. Picking up trash 

alongside of the highway is not very glamorous, but it displays a 

commitment to the greater good.” 

While taking pride in playing a part in the development 

of a new program at the University, the five recent 

graduates agreed the Csomay Honors Program provided 

an added opportunity to be actively involved with all 

future leaders of UIU.

“Being in the Honors Program not only helped me 

balance a heavy course load with challenging classes, 

but it also expanded my networking capabilities 

through the various events that we’ve attended with 

faculty and alumni,” said Cyzon, a biology major. 

“While being involved with various campus activities 

and reaching my academic goals, I was also able 

to obtain my ultimate goal by being accepted into 

Marquette University’s School of Dentistry.”

“Honestly, I initially applied for the Honors program because I 

thought it would look good on my résumé,” admitted Braun, a 

psychology major. “However, I stayed in it after making great 

new friends, who had fun even when we sometimes struggled 

together. I especially enjoyed the alumni weekends and meeting 

so many people who continue returning to their alma mater. It 

is something I know I will  look forward to doing in the future.”

“I enjoyed the friendships I made during the program and it 

made me more confident in myself,” added Osier, an all-science 

major. “It definitely provides a large challenge with a high 

reward.”

Students admitted to the Csomay Honors Program in any 

given year take the same courses as their fellow Honors 

students during the first two years of their 

undergraduate studies. Each course 

generally is interdisciplinary and 

sometimes team taught, with 

active, participatory 

learning. 
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Shepherd explains the program begins with an Honors 

Freshmen Seminar followed by Honors courses in Arts and 

Humanities, Behavioral Sciences and Natural Sciences. Other 

courses are offered for each term. Seniors complete an honors 

project in their area of interest. Extracurricular 

experiences such as service learning, attending 

professional conferences and other special events are 

an integral part of the program. 

“One benefit of the Csomay Honors Program is for 

each member to challenge themselves to be the best 

academic student,” said Shepherd. “Another benefit 

is to think beyond themselves. In a self-centered 

society, it is illuminating to walk outside of yourself 

to understand the plight of others. This perspective 

enables leadership roles to emerge.”

While acknowledging some of the freshmen courses 

were especially challenging, Kenney said the added 

effort they required groomed him into a better 

student.

Graduating with a bachelor’s degree in English 

literature and a minor in creative writing, he noted, 

“The Csomay Honors Program mission statement 

emphasizes being a global citizen, which is 

something I strive to be. Not only did the academic 

requirements better prepare me for my upper- 

level course load, but the extracurricular activities 

opened up a whole new level of opportunities and 

experiences for me in the UIU community and 

across the country.” 

As an example, Kenney and three Honors Program 

underclassmen attended the 2015 National Collegiate 

Honors Council in Chicago. In addition to traveling to the 

city, he enjoyed getting to know his fellow Peacocks better, 

communicating with other honor students from across the 

nation and opening up a whole new wave of networking 

possibilities.

"The program can help you deal with classroom adversity 

found in challenging courses, and teach you how to be more 

responsible in your own life," added Kuboushek, who majored 

in accounting, finance and management. "My interdisciplinary 

project really helped me build relationships across the university 

and expose me to potential employment opportunities."

Strongly encouraging incoming students to consider joining 

the UIU Csomay Honors Program, Cyzon said, “The program 

allows you to experience other aspects of higher education 

outside of the classroom, and you are able to build a support 

system among your peers in the program over the course of four 

years. Personally, the Csomay Honors Program has helped me 

academically, as well as gain confidence in my communication 

and leadership skills. All of which will pay dividends in my 

future career.”

Csomay Honors Program 

The creation of the 

Csomay Honors Program

Born in 1925, Barbara (Rankin) Csomay graduated with a teaching 

degree from Upper Iowa in 1946. Her teaching career began in Fayette 

on an Emergency Teaching Permit during World War II. She also taught in 

Heidelberg, Germany; Garner, Iowa; and Parma, Ohio. 

In 2010, Barbara returned to the University to present a commitment of 

$847,000 toward the creation of the Csomay Center for Honors on the 

Fayette campus and the Csomay Endowed Scholarship. The UIU 

alumna died at the age of 90 in November 2015.

According to the program’s mission statement, graduates of 

the Csomay Honors Program have a broad, interconnected 

and ever-evolving view of the world. They are adaptable, 

self-motivated individuals who constantly challenge their 

assumptions about the world and their role in it. They have 

developed the capability to be innovators and leaders in a 

dynamic global community.

Students who have at least a 26 ACT score and at least a 3.5 high 

school grade point average are invited to apply to the program. Students who don't quite meet the 26 ACT  

score and 3.5 high school grade point average are welcome to apply if they believe they can make a strong  

case for their consideration. 

For additional information on the program, visit uiu.edu or contact Janet Shepherd, associate provost, at  

shepherdj@uiu.edu. 
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Approximately 1,850 students completed their degree requirements at all Upper Iowa University locations and were eligible to be 

recognized during the 2016 Commencement ceremonies held in Fayette May 7.

Provost Kurt Wood ’76 congratulated Angela Robinson 

following the May 7 Commencement. Also pictured are 

Angela’s siblings and UIU alumni (left) Beverly ’14,  

Sandra ’13 and Michael ’05.

School of Business graduates Megan Maroo and Amber Lund 

(l–r) take a final selfie before Commencement starts. 

Dr. Wood presents Lucas Braun with the Csomay 

Honors Program medallion. 

Among the Blackhawk Center graduates were (l–r) Alejandra Martinez-Zarco, Cheryl Buroker, Heather Heflick, Cynthia Lipka,  

Monica Fuentes Kayla Oestreich and Tonya Summers.

Peacock football players Alex Wahl and Cole Stephen (l–r) 

were among UIU student-athletes to graduate.

Some of the Madison students gather for a quick 

group photo. 

Rockford students await the start of Commencement ceremonies. 

INTRODUCING THE CLASS OF 2016
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???

Quad Cities graduates pose for a quick photo with Dr. Duffy as he 

makes his way through the hundreds of students graduating. 

Sarah Frisch,  Sydney Cyzon, Lauren Hable and Tyann Caspers 

proudly display their diplomas. 

Students from Madison smile for the camera as they patiently wait for the program to start in the Harms-Eischeid Stadium.

Among Cedar Rapids Center graduates were (front, l–r) Kiley Jordan,  

Heidi Loggins, Rachel Pugh; (back) Chuck Varnum and Emily McGuire.
Assistant Professor of Marketing Laura Huinker (center) poses with graduates (l–r) Jake Greco, Aleesha Cleaver, Carly Pagel 
and Adam Budron.

Henrique Donati marks a moment in time with a selfie in 

honor of graduation with classmates. 

Wausau Center students (l–r) Cynthia Booher, Ryan Clay, Jessica Gardner, May Thoe, Tracy Yessa, 

Katelyn Staszak and Cristy Maltbey gather for one last group photo.
Math and Science: Online/Nursing students are ready for the program to start.

Director of Annual Giving Naomi Aziz helps Ee Vonne Choong with 

final preparations.

Commencement was held Saturday, May 7, 2016, on the Upper Iowa University campus in Fayette, Iowa, at Harms-Eischeid Stadium  

with ceremonies at 10 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. To view all the day´s activities, including photos and video, visit uiu.edu/commencement. 



Upper Iowa graduates urged 

L
ive, love, learn, leadership” were the four words of 

wisdom given to Upper Iowa University graduates by 

2016 commencement speaker Mary Cheddie ’08. The 

UIU alumna called on graduates to love what they do, saying,  

“When you do things that you love to do, you are not really 

‘working’ — instead you are following your heart and doing 

something that you add value to, and are therefore able to 

make a difference.” 

Currently residing in Coral Springs, Fla., Cheddie later quoted 

Gandhi, saying, “Live like you will die today, but learn like you 
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Mary Cheddie '08



to ‘live, love, learn, lead’
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Malaysia 

will live forever.’ … I am hungry to continuously learn and so 

should you be! The minute we stop learning is when we die. 

Explore, find new things to learn and grow your mind, heart 

and body.”

Cheddie, a native of Alleman, Iowa, has more than 25 years 

of domestic and international experience in all aspects of 

human resources and training. Elected to the UIU Board of 

Trustees in October 2015, she is a recognized business leader 

and most recently was awarded the “2016 Excellence in Human 

Resources Award for Hospitality” by South Florida Business & 

Wealth.

During the two ceremonies in Harms-Eischeid Stadium, a total 

of 550 graduates walked across the stage. In 2016, some 1,841 

students earned associate, bachelor's or master's degrees from 

UIU. Of those, 219 graduated from the Fayette location, some 

863 completed their degree at a U.S. center, 217 graduated 

through online or self-paced study programs and 309 were 

from the international centers in Hong Kong and Malaysia. 
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UIU SENIOR RECEPTIONS
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A 
pair of recent graduates had no problem formulating 

a support team while participating in the Upper Iowa 

University RN to BSN online program. Nurses Karissa 

(Marlow) Bailey and her mother, Kris Marlow, both started the 

courses together and celebrated their graduation during the 

2016 Senior Reception at the UIU-Des Moines Center.

“Having the opportunity to complete our degrees at the same 

time, not only allowed us to more closely assist each other in our 

studies but also expand our knowledge together as we continue 

to advance in our nursing careers,” said Karissa.

“It was such an enjoyable experience to be able to complete 

the journey together,” Kris agreed. “We could share books, 

study together and have fun while furthering our careers and 

accomplishing our dreams.”

Karissa has always looked up to her mother as a role model, and 

grew up playing nurse or doctor as a child. Her sister, Kourtney, 

is also a BSN, and an aunt is a nurse practitioner.

“My grandfather had a tragic accident when I was 15,” Karissa 

added. “Watching the hospital staff care for him and the 

fortitude he showed in learning to walk again provided me the 

strength to follow my dreams and to never give up. Now I love 

bringing a smile to my own patients’ faces and helping them all 

feel better.”

A registered nurse at Mercy Family Care in Perry, Iowa, Karissa 

said UIU’s eight-week online classes allowed her to continue to 

work full time and plan for her wedding.

“Upper Iowa has allowed me to expand my career and 

accomplish my dreams. As a BSN prepared nurse, I am now 

more marketable for my company and better prepared for 

future management and educational positions,” the 27-year-old 

continued. “With this degree I am also able to better educate 

my patients with the proper evidence-based research, allowing 

them to receive the best care possible.”

Kris was also grateful for UIU’s flexible online scheduling, 

which allowed the nurse of 20 years to continue working full 

time and spend time with family members. 

“By obtaining this degree, I was able to me to put my 

experience, knowledge and leadership skills to work and 

accept my dream job,” explained Kris, who was named RN unit 

supervisor at Mercy West Lakes Hospital in West Des Moines. 

“Upper Iowa University provided me the knowledge and 

experiences to be a better leader, allowing me to learn from  

co-workers and staff while becoming a strong supervisor.”

“Going back to school as an older student requires a lot of time 

and dedication that I was able to obtain with the help of my 

daughters who helped me along the way,” added the 50-year-old. 

“It is important to have support from your family; there was 

something special about going back to school with my daughter. 

She was my support system, lifting me up when I struggled, 

and I was able to lift her up in times of need. Having a partner 

through this process allowed me to have feedback on my 

assignments and helped further my education.” 

Both nurses praised the continuous support provided by UIU 

advisors, instructors and President William R. Duffy throughout 

their educational experience. They noted it is never too late for 

an individual to return to college, and encouraged potential 

students to apply at UIU and take the next step in making their 

dreams come true. 

Following in each other's footsteps
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U
pper Iowa University will celebrate 

“Blue Pride Worldwide” during 

its 100th Homecoming celebration 

Thursday–Saturday, Oct. 6–8. From the 

Bonfire Pep Rally and Coronation ceremony 

on the evening of Oct. 6 to the Hall of Fame 

Banquet on Oct. 8, a century of Peacock Pride 

will resonate across the Fayette campus and the entire UIU 

community. 

A longtime educator will serve as the 2016 Homecoming 

Parade grand marshal. Vince Popolizio ’63 graduated from UIU 

with a bachelor’s degree in English, speech, drama and music. 

While attending the University, he served as Alpha Psi Omega 

president and as Sigma Tau Delta (honorary English fraternity) 

treasurer. In addition, Popolizio was a member of Pi Kappa 

Delta, Gamma Mu Sigma and the University Players.

Shortly after achieving his degree, the Schenectady, N.Y. native 

accepted a teaching position in Aurora, Ill., where he taught 

middle school speech, drama and English at Franklin Junior 

High. He moved back to his native New York in 1966, and 

taught at Burnt Hills/Ballston Lake, where he met his wife, 

Marcia. The couple married in 1967 and moved back to Illinois 

in 1968, where the UIU alumnus taught middle school English, 

speech and ceramics at Washington Middle School. From 1974 

until his retirement from education in 1993, Popolizio taught 

English, speech and drama at West Aurora Senior High School. 

After he retired, the former teacher was appointed coordinator 

of student teacher placement at Aurora University. 

Vince and Marcia Popolizio have been married for 49 years. 

The couple, who now reside in Plainfield, Ill., have one child 

and two grandchildren.

 “I couldn’t believe it when I was asked to serve as the 

Homecoming grand marshal. I was ecstatic and I remain very 

honored,” said Vince, while noting his favorite Homecoming 

memory is when he helped build the GE float “Progress Is Our 

Most Important Product” during his junior year. “I have never 

forgotten how the entire staff, the professors and community 

were always there to help.”

In showing his appreciation for how his Upper Iowa education 

and other campus experiences have benefited him, Popolizio, 

76, is among those who have donated funds to the UIU Liberal 

Arts Dean Fund. The former University Player explained that 

he donated the funds so that UIU can bring back fine arts 

education in music and theater.

The UIU Homecoming parade will begin in downtown Fayette 

at 10 a.m. on Saturday, Oct. 8.

Longtime educator to lead Homecoming parade

Vince Popolizio ’63

T
he doors to the President’s Home will be open to 

the public on Friday, Oct. 7, as part of the 2016 

Homecoming festivities. An open house is scheduled 

from 12:30 to 3:30 p.m. and will allow visitors a sneak peek 

of the home’s recently completed restoration project. Persons 

attending the Oct. 7 Open House at the President’s Home will 

also enjoy coffee, tea 

and desserts.

Built in 1900,  

the President’s 

Home has been 

under renovation 

for more than a 

year. From applying 

fresh coats of paint 

and refinishing 

wood floors to the 

installation of new 

cabinetry and an 

HVAC system, each room in the home experienced some type 

of facelift. Over $140,000 in private funds was donated for the 

project.

In addition to serving as the home to the University presidents 

and their families, the residence has accommodated other 

dignitaries and guests for nearly 120 years. President Duffy and 

other former UIU presidents have also hosted special student 

events at the property, located across from campus at 308 

Washington St.

Among changes to the traditional schedule, alumni are asked 

to note that the annual Hall of Fame Banquet will be held in the 

Student Center Ballroom at 6 p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 8.

A guide to the 100th “Blue Pride Worldwide” Homecoming 

celebration, including information regarding the President’s Ball, 

Alumni Awards and Honor Class Luncheon, Mark Haltof ’71 

Art Reception, athletic events and other activities is inserted in 

this edition of The Bridge.

Doors open to President's Home Oct. 7
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U
pper Iowa University has introduced two new deans 

to the faculty, staff, students, and Peacock family in 

2016. Most recently, Dr. Richard E. Bleil of Rapid City, 

S.D., was named the dean of the UIU School of Science and 

Mathematics. Bleil officially began his duties Friday, July 1. 

Professor of Science Scott Figdore will resume his role as a full-

time faculty member after serving as the school’s dean  

for three and a half years.

“From the moment I set foot on campus, what attracted me 

to Upper Iowa was seeing how dedicated the faculty, staff and 

administration were to the students and in providing a quality 

education. I was also absolutely thrilled with the University’s 

commitment in providing educational opportunities to our 

military servicemen and servicewomen,” said Bleil. “Upper Iowa 

University’s (self-paced) correspondence courses also open up 

a number of other doors to all learners. Anyone who wants to 

turn their life around deserves an opportunity to do so. UIU’s 

dedication to outreach is phenomenal. It can’t be beat.”

He added, “Among my first priorities is to simply learn what 

are the desires and goals of the faculty and administration. In 

the first year, I want to see what everyone likes or dislikes about 

the UIU School of Science and Mathematics. Then, we will see 

what direction we all want to go in reaching our goals most 

effectively.”

Bleil comes to UIU from his position as director of the 

Rapid City Police Department forensic lab, having served 

in that capacity for nearly four years. In that time Bleil was 

instrumental in securing international accreditation for the 

lab. He also served as adjunct professor at National American 

University, Western Dakota Technical Institute and the 

University of South Dakota. 

Previously, Bleil was a professor at Dakota State University, 

where he created and directed both the physical science and the 

forensic science programs. Additionally, he taught both organic 

chemistry and biochemistry at Dakota State and Kettering 

College (Ohio) of Medical Arts.

In addition to serving as president of Bleil Laboratories for five 

years, he also gained industry experience as a chemist for Sioux 

Valley Environmental, PEI Inc. and Environmental Health 

Research and Testing.  

Bleil earned his bachelor’s degree in chemistry at the University 

of Cincinnati, and his doctorate in theoretical chemistry from 

Boston College. He also served as a postdoctoral assistant 

at Purdue University and as a visiting scientist at Harvard 

University, and conducted research at Mount Sinai School of 

Medicine.

Introducing  

Dean Huffstetler
UIU previously announced Edward 

Huffstetler, PhD, as dean of Upper Iowa 

University’s School of Liberal Arts. 

Huffstetler most recently served as 

associate dean for academic affairs at 

Bridgewater College, a private, four-year 

liberal arts college in Bridgewater, Va.

“Upper Iowa University is a school known for being deeply 

committed to the practical benefits of the liberal arts, a cause 

I am passionate about and have spent my career promoting 

and defending,” said Huffstetler, who assumed his duties on 

the Fayette campus Monday, Jan. 18. “I believe Upper Iowa 

is similar to Bridgewater College in many ways, especially in 

its commitment to the liberal arts and in its comprehensive, 

vibrant approach to the college experience. I'm certainly 

looking forward to working with the many interesting, 

thoughtful people I met during the search process and the 

entire UIU family.”

Huffstetler earned a doctorate at the University of Iowa in 1988. 

His area of study is American literature, primarily literature 

of the 19th century, with a special concentration in American 

Indian literature and studies. His teaching experience includes 

employment as a visiting professor at James Madison University 

in Harrisonburg, Va., professor of English and American 

literature at Bridgewater College and as a part-time instructor 

of English at Kirkwood Community College in Cedar Rapids 

and the University of Iowa. 

Prior to his duties as Bridgewater’s associate dean, Huffstetler 

served as the college’s director of the general education 

program, director of the personal development portfolio 

program and director of academic advising.

The South Carolina native has spent the last 28 years residing in 

Virginia’s Shenandoah Valley. He and his wife, Dr. Catherine L. 

Elick, have three adult children. 

New deans to lead at UIU

Dr. Richard E. Bleil, dean of the UIU School of Science and Mathematics

Dr. Edward Huffstetler, dean of 

the UIU School of Liberal Arts
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UIU graduate unites special 'pals'

H
eartfelt memories escaped from each envelope that 

was reopened by Upper Iowa University senior Saki 

Kawabata and her mother, Yumi, on the Fayette campus. 

The small bundle of letters and postcards spread across UIU’s 

International House conference table contained a link to a global 

friendship that has spanned not only four decades, but also over 

4,400 miles.  

The mother and daughter from Osaka, Japan, were cherishing the 

moment to reexamine a few of the family photographs, birthday 

and holiday greetings, and handwritten lifetime experiences Yumi 

had exchanged over 44 years with her pen pal, Anita Kobza of 

Meridian, Idaho.

A UIU international student and All–Northern Sun Intercollegiate 

Conference tennis player, Saki was delighted that her mom and 

other family members were able to travel from their native Japan 

to watch her receive a bachelor’s degree during UIU’s May 7 

Commencement ceremony. However, she was especially happy that 

the two long-distance pen pals would meet for the first time during 

the week of the event.

“I am honored to have played a part in uniting Anita and my mom 

together. I feel if I hadn’t chosen to study abroad at Upper Iowa 

they would have never met,” explained Saki, an exercise and sports 

studies major, who spent a portion of one winter break at the Kobza 

family home.   

Yumi and Anita were matched after the Japanese woman replied to 

a pen pal club magazine article at the age of 13. Due to the slow  

delivery process, Yumi estimated she and Anita initially exchanged 

letters every couple months.

“I actually grew to like the ‘snail mail.’ It gave me time to think 

about what I was going to write about next. At first I thought 

writing the letters would help me with English and grammar 

because I always liked Snoopy and Sesame Street programs,” Yumi 

grinned, while pointing out the Snoopy T-shirt she had worn 

stateside. “I am also a romantic and it always made me happy to 

think I have a good friend overseas.”

Yumi explained technology later allowed the now 57-year-olds to 

keep in touch via email, Facebook, and even Skype. Despite the 

new technology, the two friends nearly lost contact with each other 

about 15 years ago.

Yumi noted that in the early 2000s both families had moved, and 

in the process each of their email and mailing addresses changed. 

Fortunately, the individual who purchased the Kobza home 

forwarded a letter to Anita that had arrived from Yumi. The act of 

kindness allowed the pen pals to exchange their new addresses and 

resume their correspondence. Still, it wasn’t until about a year ago 

when Yumi and Anita started communicating about Saki’s college 

graduation that they seriously thought about meeting in person.

The special day occurred the week of UIU’s Commencement 

ceremonies. Standing near Peacock Plaza, Saki and her mother 

waved a sign bearing Anita’s name as she and her husband, Bob, 

arrived on campus. Despite initial concerns regarding the language 

barrier, Saki helped with communication between the friends and 

family members.

After exchanging gifts, the Kobzas hosted Yumi for an American 

dinner, including barbecue pork chops and of course, Idaho 

potatoes. In addition to attending Saki’s graduation and touring the 

Fayette campus during their stay, the two families also visited Pikes 

Peak State Park near McGregor, Iowa, and the National Mississippi 

River Museum and Aquarium in Dubuque, Iowa.

 

In the few days that Yumi and Anita were able to spend together, 

Saki witnessed countless smiles and discussions shared between 

the two friends about family, life’s experiences, geographical and 

cultural differences, and a planned visit to Japan by the Kobzas. And 

while Saki will always cherish the education and life experiences she 

obtained as a UIU student and Peacock tennis player, knowing she 

played a major role in uniting the lifetime friends is certainly hard 

to put into words. 

Prior to her May 7 Commencement ceremony, Saki Kawabata received a helping hand from 

her mom, Yumi, and her mother’s pen pal of 44 years, Anita Kobza, of Meridian, Idaho.
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Changing lives through Peace

R
yan Cairns ’08 has followed a path of taking risks, 

pursuing adventure and seeking out experiences that 

are physically and mentally challenging. As Cairns 

relates, “Life begins at the end of your comfort zone,” and 

the 34-year-old has more than a head start after pursuing his 

dreams in the Iowa Army National Guard (IANG), at UIU and 

in the Peace Corps.

During a six-year stint in the IANG, Cairns served one tour 

of duty in Kandahar, Afghanistan, as a member of Charlie 

Company, First Battalion, 168th Infantry Regiment. It was while 

he was a member of the National Guard that his squad leader 

informed him how much UIU works with veterans to help 

them achieve their degrees and goals. With the University’s 

external degree program allowing him the flexibility to work 

and travel, Cairns graduated with a bachelor’s degree in public 

administration. 

“I am definitely proud to be a Peacock. Attending UIU gave 

me faith in our higher education system and how it can work 

with veterans so that each of them properly receive their GI 

Bill benefits. Also, I had never previously done extraordinarily 

well in the realm of academia. Graduating from Upper 

Iowa provided me the confidence to pursue other potential 

educational opportunities,” said Cairns, who later earned a 

master’s in economics and business administration at the 

University of Oulu in Oulu, Finland. 

After achieving his UIU degree and working for a San 

Francisco–based Internet start-up company in the Philippines, 

Cairns submitted an application with the Peace Corps. He 

was accepted and served as a business development volunteer 

at the Association of Danube River Municipalities NGO in 

Bulgaria, where his duties included focusing on cross-border 

cooperation projects between the governments of Bulgaria 

and Romania. He also worked at the Belene Municipal Office 

assisting with the application and implementation phases 

of European Union–funded projects. As a “warden” for 18 

months in the Pleven region, he continued training and kept 

up to date on the Peace Corps Emergency Action Plan (EAP) 

to lead volunteers in a time of crisis. 

Cairns also wrote more 

than 15 grant proposals 

and successfully 

secured over $6,000 

worth of funding and 

other items from the 

Walt Disney Company, 

Bulgarian American 

Society, International 

Book Project Inc., and 

the National Football 

League’s Seattle 

Seahawks corporate 

office. The latter project included writing a letter to each of the 

32 NFL football teams to see if they would donate flag-football 

equipment to the kids in his former Bulgarian community, so 

he could engage the youth by teaching them about American 

football. Months later, a giant box arrived from the Seattle 

Seahawks corporate office with brand-new equipment: flags, 

jerseys, footballs, etc. Needless to say, Cairns and many of 

the children quickly became fans of the former Super Bowl 

champions.

“During my Peace Corps service there I also met an amazing, 

beautiful, intelligent Bulgarian woman named Багряна 

(Bagryana) and eventually I was able to convince her to go on 

a date with me. Three and one-half years later after that first 

date, we got married,” added Cairns, who currently serves as a 

Peace Corps field-based recruiter in Des Moines. 

In April 2016 the UIU alumnus was greatly appreciative of 

the opportunity to return to his alma mater to present “Peace 

Corps: Make the World Your Classroom.” His message to 

students and others in attendance was, “Whatever you want to 

do in life, talk to someone that is doing it or has done it… and 

go from there.”  It was a message that could be used as the first 

step in not only changing their own lives, but those around 

them, their community and throughout the world. 

Current Peace Corps field-based recruiter Ryan Cairns ’08 

(left) is pictured with Peace Corps volunteer Jon Schmidt 

of Ocean City, Md., while they served in southern Bulgaria. 

The two volunteers were helping to till a property as the 

resident prepared to plant a potato crop.

Attending UIU gave me faith in our 

higher education system and how it 

can work with veterans so that each 

of them properly receive their GI Bill 

benefits. 



H
ow far did you run? Now that’s a question that Jenni 

Thompson ’02, ’09 used to hear all too frequently, but 

with her goal of running a road race in each of the 50 

states halfway complete, the questions are taking a new form.  

She now has 25 stories to tell, 25 medals to show off … and 25 

more states to go. Now friends and family ask, “When is the 

next race?” 

A math teacher at North Fayette Valley Middle School in rural 

Elgin, Iowa, Jenni has graduated from Upper Iowa University 

with a bachelor’s and master’s degrees. The wife to UIU 

Director of Sports Communication Howie Thompson, she is 

the mother of twins, Hayden and Addilynn. As a high school 

athlete at Starmont High School in Arlington, Iowa, she was a 

hurdler and sprinter on the track team. 

While giving praise to her family for supporting her quest and 

the time it takes to train and compete, Jenni would be the first 

to tell you that she couldn’t do it on her own — but that’s only 

half the story. During her time in running shoes she has made 

new friends and strengthened bonds with old friends, many of 

whom are alums of Upper Iowa University.  

“I couldn’t do any of this without my kids and husband on 

board,” said Jenni. “Their support gives me the strength to go 

after such a big challenge. There are so many others that have 

helped — from running partners, including our dog, Shadow, 

to driving buddies to my mom, Cheryl Northrop ’90, who has 

both come to races and taken care of the kids on weekends that 

I needed Howie with me for longer trips and course support.” 

said Jenni. “When you are running and the race may be getting 

to you, there is something about seeing someone you know on 

the side of the road that provides such a boost, and I can get a 

licorice or a hug to keep going.”

Jenni has run races with her sister Jill (Northrop) Buchan ’02, 

Kristin Day ’13, Jeri Jacobson ’15, Paige Dietel ’14, Brittanae 

Dralle ’16, Tiffany Phillips ’12, former UIU volleyball assistant 

coach Kasey (Uran) Linde 

and UIU athletic trainer 

Rachel Caspers. She 

has also leaned on 

alums like Stephen 

Arneson ’00, who 

provided lodging 

and company 

when Jenni 

visited the state 

of Washington 

to cross off state 

number 25 this 

past April.

Jenni recalls the first time she laced up a pair of running shoes 

for a race after her sister convinced her to run the Dam to Dam 

in Des Moines.  

“Before my first race in Des Moines, it was raining like crazy 

with a severe thunderstorm warning. I definitely didn’t sleep 

the night before, but there I stood with my sister at the start line 

wearing garbage bags and getting soaked,” she smiled. “I think 

about those things now and laugh. I didn’t think about any of 

that when we crossed the finish line. I just thought about the 

accomplishment and that I did it!”  

While training for any race takes time and plenty of energy, 

the training for her three marathons is the toughest. With runs 

of up to 16 miles on the training calendar, Jenni has to rely 

on family and friends to be available for water breaks and dog 

switches during the practice hours.  

“I always started with Shadow, and after six or seven miles, my 

husband and the kids would have an energy source and some 

water ready for me,” she said. “I’d leave Shadow with them and 

then go and grab my brother’s (Troy Northrop ’11) dog and run 

again, drop off the dog and get some water from him, and then 

finish out my run.”

It’s different for Jenni now with a longer commute to work and 

a pair of 7 ½-year-olds who are into scouting, athletics and 

other activities. She can’t just put them in the jogging stroller 

and take off anymore. Training runs are rarely less than three 

miles, but not more than 10, and are combined with strength 

and flexibility workouts.  

“I know that the strength and flexibility workouts combined 

with the runs is the best thing for my body,” explained the avid 

runner. “I worked out along with running when I started, but 

my workouts now are much more concentrated on my core 

with strength and stretching and have helped me build up 

stamina for my runs. It has resulted in an improvement in both 

my physical and mental abilities on race day.”

When looking back on the 25 states during the first four and a 

half years of her quest, Jenni remembers when the quest really 

began with her third state (Wisconsin). 

“I really wanted to do a marathon, so that was the first goal,” 

she said. “I had heard that less than one percent of the U.S. 

population will do a marathon in their life and I wanted to 

be one of those people, so I asked my sister Jill to run the Des 

Moines Marathon. Then I convinced the assistant volleyball 

coach at the time, Kasey (Uran) Linde, to run the Twin Cities 

Marathon with me because I wanted to do it again. After the 

two marathons, I started to think … ‘Well, I’ve already done 

two states, maybe I could do the continental 48?” said Jenni. 

Peacock Pride running 
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With the election year upon us, UIU–Baton Rouge Center 

students who were enrolled in the U.S. Government course 

delved into various political issues during the spring semester.

“Personally, I wanted my students to better understand how 

government works, discover what role they can play in shaping 

policy, and share a voice and communicate their concerns with 

elected officials. I also wanted them to understand the power 

in their individual vote,” said UIU adjunct professor Courtney 

Hunt. “My sincerest desire is for them to have a voice in matters 

that most concern them and society.”

Hunt, who also serves as a problem resolution officer for 

the Louisiana Governor’s Office of Homeland Security and 

Emergency Preparedness (GOHSEP), explained that as part 

of the semester’s curriculum the students watched presidential 

debates and the president's final State of the Union address. 

They discussed the voting process, who they liked as candidates 

and why, and the key issues in which they were interested. The 

coursework also required writing a letter to President Obama. 

Among the students was Latrennia Jones 

Goins, an Office of Research Support 

Specialist II with the Louisiana Workforce 

Commission. While she has yet to receive 

a response from the president, Goins said 

she found the course interesting from the 

first time she walked into the classroom. 

“The curriculum certainly helped me play an important role 

in this ongoing political season. I’m more aware of additional 

issues and concerns in the government than I have ever been 

before,” added the sociology major. “The biggest lesson I learned 

is if I want anything done about the current conditions in my 

society,  then I need to voice my opinion.”

In her letter to President Obama, Goins shared her concerns 

about education, jobs and the economy in Louisiana. Come 

November, she will help play a part in how those issues are 

addressed in the future. 

p y

Latrennia Jones Goins,  

sociology major

It's all politics in election year coursework

through all 50 states
“But the more people I told about that goal, the 

more people kept asking why I was leaving off the 

two best states of Hawaii and Alaska. So I started 

looking — and Kristin Day was my instructor in 

a fitness class at Upper Iowa’s Rec Center. She 

constantly told me I was crazy for running 

such long distances, but I convinced her 

to be crazy with me and run the Prairie 

du Chien Half Marathon for my third 

state,” she added. “Since that race she 

has become a great friend of mine and 

run in nine races with me, and we will 

run together in Vermont for our tenth 

together over Memorial Day weekend.”

Of the 25 states completed, the majority 

of races, 18 to be exact, have been half 

marathons (13.1 miles). Three were  

marathons (24.2 miles), one was a 10-miler 

that ended at the 50-yard line of Soldier Field 

(home of the NFL Chicago Bears), one was a 

10K (6.2 miles) and two were 5Ks (3.1 miles) 

with her husband and nieces.  

This is a quest that goes beyond living a healthy 

lifestyle and staying in shape. Jenni wants to 

provide an example of determination and chasing 

down lofty goals to family and friends. The fact that she gets to 

share the experience with so many old and new friends with 

ties to Upper Iowa is icing on the cake.

Looking to the coming months, Jenni already has half 

marathons lined up in Burlington, Vt., Lake Placid, N.Y.,  

Las Vegas, Nev., and Huntington, W.Va. So if you see Jenni out 

and about across the country or running around Fayette during 

your return trips to Upper Iowa, just remember to ask, “Where 

is the next race?” 

- Best Overall Race: A three-way tie between Pittsburgh, Soldier 

Field and the Kentucky Derby

- Best Post-Race Party: Des Moines Marathon… hands down

- Most Entrants: That’s easy… Nashville… at least 25,000 runners

- Best On-Course Support: Pittsburgh… it was the first time I 

ran without a partner in a big race

- Coolest Finish Line: No question… Soldier Field… as a Bears 

fan, to run to the 50-yard line was very emotional

- Best Medal: This one is a tie between the kids turning one of 

my medals into a Best Mom medal or the Spinning Guitar medal 

from the Cleveland MarathonQ
u
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ATHLETICS WRAP-UP

Upper Iowa (41-18) reached the NCAA Central Region #1 Final 

in women's softball, but fell to nationally ranked #7 Arkansas 

Tech, 1-0. The loss couldn’t lessen the special year for UIU, as the 

Peacocks shattered the school record for wins in a season with 41, 

surpassing the previous record of 28 set in 2013. UIU broke onto 

the scene in the Northern Sun Conference by finishing tied for 

second with a school-record 21 conference wins. The Peacocks 

qualified for the NCAA Central Region Tournament for the first 

time in program history after winning the NSIC Tournament, 

also a first for the Peacocks.

The season’s success can be partly attributed to the arms of two of 

the best pitchers in Upper Iowa softball history. Senior pitchers 

Jacqueline Flood and Brooke Redmond ranked first and second 

in wins, and second and third, respectively, in ERA. 

Flood, a two-time All-NSIC First Team 

Selection, was a second team selection on the 

NFCA team and has been a staple in the 

circle and at the plate for the Peacocks 

during her four-year career. The 

Mount Vernon, Ill., native leaves 

UIU with multiple records. She's 

the all-time leader in home 

runs and runs batted in, 

and is the single-season record holder in hits, runs scored and 

RBI. This season, Flood had a .295 batting average with eight 

home runs and 35 RBI to go along with an 18-10 pitching record 

with a 1.67 ERA, both of which are second best in school history, 

and nine shutouts.

Redmond, one of the winningest pitchers in UIU history, 

garnered a selection on the D2CCA Second Team after being 

an All-NSIC First Team honoree. A native of Basehor, Kan., 

Redmond has a career record of 57-36 and set the Upper Iowa 

mark for wins in a season by going 22-6 this year and had the 

third best single-season ERA in school history at 1.72. The left-

handed pitcher had career highs as she struck out 214 batters 

in 203.2 innings and held opponents to a .213 batting average. 

Redmond threw 20 complete games and had seven shutouts.

Sophomore Sammy Garrett and junior Riley Kruel also picked up 

postseason hardware. Garrett was named to the All-NSIC Second 

Team after leading the Peacocks with a .342 average and 53 hits, 

including eight doubles and five home runs, all career highs. 

Kruel was named the Northern Sun’s Gold Glove Award winner 

at shortstop after finishing the conference season with just 

one error in the field. 

g

Upper Iowa concludes historic season with NCAA Tournament run
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The Northern Sun Intercollegiate Conference (NSIC) recently 

recognized 101 Peacock student-athletes with All-Academic 

Team honors. In addition, 10 UIU men’s soccer players earned 

spots on the Mid-America Intercollegiate Athletics Association 

(MIAA) Academic Honor Roll. 

Forty-three athletes received the honor in the fall from the NSIC, 

19 after the winter season and 39 more were named after the 

spring season. To be eligible for this honor, the student-athlete 

must be a member of the varsity traveling team and have a 

cumulative grade point average of 3.20 or higher for the NSIC 

or a 3.00 or higher GPA for the MIAA. Furthermore, the athlete 

must have reached sophomore athletic and academic standing 

at her/his institution and must have completed at least one full 

academic year at that institution. 

The sport-by-sport breakdown for UIU’s 13 intercollegiate sports 

follows: football (18), women's soccer (13), baseball (13), softball 

(10), men’s soccer (10), men's basketball (8), volleyball (7), 

women's basketball (6), women's golf (5), cross country (5), men’s 

golf (4), women’s track & field (4), wrestling (3) and women’s 

tennis (3).

 

The Peacock Athletics Department recognized 196 student-

athletes who earned a spot on the Athletic Director's Honor Roll 

this past winter. To earn consideration for the Athletic Director's 

Honor Roll, a student-athlete must have earned a minimum 3.20 

grade point average during the 2015 fall semester. 

 

The 2016 President's Team consists of 14 young men and women 

who led their teams in the classroom. The honor is awarded to 

the student-athlete with the highest cumulative GPA on his/

her respective team. He or she must have completed at least two 

academic semesters of coursework in his/her degree program 

to be eligible. The Peacocks who make up the second annual 

President's Team are Billy Auer (Men's Golf), Sawyer Bawek 

(Baseball), Sarah Benson (Women’s Basketball), Gabriel Caetano 

(Men’s Soccer), Sydney Cyzon (Volleyball), Mitchell Eighme 

(Men’s Basketball), Caitlin Fields (Track & Field), Megan Fischer 

(Cheer), Kelly Jachymowski (Tennis), Riley Kruel (Softball), 

Nicole Poirier (Women’s Soccer), Monica Rohe (Women’s Golf), 

Nate Skare (Football) and Chandra Smith (Cross Country).

Jesus Wilson (Athlete)

Graduated 2004; Recreation
• Two-time NCAA Division III National Champion at 133 

pounds in 2000 and 141 in 2002

• Named to the NCAA Division III All–Decade Team 

presented by D3Wrestle.com

• IIAC MVP and Champion at 141 in 2002

Dwight Spangler (Coach)

Graduated 1966; Physical Education
• Member of the 1964 IIAC Co-Champions

• Head Football Coach at DeWitt Central HS — 30 years  

(149-123 record)

 - 3 state tournament teams (1973, 1987, 1999)

• Member of four Halls of Fame

 - Iowa Football Coaches

 - Iowa High School Athletic Directors

 - Iowa Wrestling Officials

 - Central High School

James Rarick (Athlete)

Graduated 1999; Elementary Education
• Two-time All-Iowa Intercollegiate Athletic Conference 

Center

 - 1st Team in 1998 / 2nd Team in 1997

• Started all 40 games played, 1995–98, at Center

Clint Rodgers (Athlete) 

Graduated 1997; Elementary Education
• IIAC Second Team (1994) Defensive End (Linebacker)

• IIAC Second Team (1995) Inside Linebacker

• Hansen Publications

 - All-American Second Team (1995)

 - All-American Second Team (1995) — Strength and 

Conditioning

Gary Peterson (Coach)

Graduated 1965; Physical Education,

Education, Coaching
• Outstanding coaching career with 470–201 record

 - Two state tournaments; 1983 state runner–up

 - IHSAA Hall of Fame Coaches Inductee, 2001

Five to be inducted into  

2016 Athletic Hall of Fame

2016 Peacock academic leaders



ATHLETICS WRAP-UP

After a 12-year hiatus, the Peacock women’s track & field 

program made its return to action this past winter and spring, 

and returned in a big way. A school record was broken by one 

of the Upper Iowa athletes in 11 of the 13 meets. In total, 12 

school marks fell and the Peacocks had a total of 22 record-

setting performances as athletes continued to reset the marks 

meet after meet.

Freshman Shay Lierman made her mark on the program early 

and often with three indoor records in the 60-meter hurdles, 

long jump and pentathlon, and two outdoor records in the 

long jump and heptathlon. Distance running was a strength 

as many of the UIU cross country runners excelled in track & 

field. Junior Bethani Jacobsen broke the indoor record in the 

3,000-meter race, then proceeded to 

take down the outdoor 3,000- and 

5,000-meter runs, as well as the 

3,000-meter steeplechase. Fellow 

junior Chandra Smith set the mark 

in the indoor 5,000-meter run, while 

freshmen Alyssa Weber and Erica 

Kelly etched their names in the record 

book in the indoor one-mile run and 

60-meter dash, respectively.  

Upper Iowa has record-breaking return to track & field

Shay Lierman

UIU Women’s Golf qualifies for 

NCAA Regionals
Upper Iowa qualified as one of the top 12 teams in the region, earning the spot at the tourney as a 

group. The Peacocks finished the regional tournament in 11th place. Junior Ravae Canas paced UIU 

with a 23rd place finish individually, with rounds of 78-73-78.  

Senior Christy Nelson was named to the All-Northern Sun Conference Second Team for the third 

straight year. Nelson had a stroke average of 81.35 through 10 tournaments. Her top finish of the 

season came at the Concordia-St. Paul Holiday Inn Invite, where she turned in rounds of 76 and 77 

to place third. The Central City, Iowa product placed in the top 10 on the individual leaderboard in 

three tournaments, including Upper Iowa Invite at Sunnyside Country Club in Waterloo (7th place) 

and the spring half of the NSIC Championships (8th).

Nelson owns four of the top 10 scores turned in this season, with her low of 75 coming in the 

second round at the Nebraska-Kearney Spring Invite. She now owns the 13th, 14th and 15th best 

season-long stroke averages in the history of the women's program.

Christy Nelson 

Peacock Men’s Golf gains 

experience throughout season
The Upper Iowa men's golf team played well during the fall 

half of the Northern Sun Conference Championships, to the 

point that the Peacocks were in fourth place as a team and 

junior Curtis Cooksley was tied for the top spot on the indi-

vidual leaderboard. Unfortunately, the young Peacocks could 

not repeat the same success when the spring half of the NSIC 

Championships rolled around, falling to eighth place overall 

(301-301-319-323=1244 +100). Christian Archer will be the 

only loss for this squad heading into next year. The Ottumwa, 

Iowa native graduated this past May.

Following the season, Cooksley was named to the All-North-

ern Sun Conference Second Team, marking the first time that 

a Peacock men's golfer has earned the nod since Jon Ander-

son claimed the honor in two consecutive years, 2010–11 and 

2011–12. Cooksley led the Peacocks with a 76.79 stroke aver-

age in his 10 tournaments. The junior scored in the 70s in 20 

of his 24 rounds, with a low of 70 coming in the second round 

of the NSIC Men's Golf Championships. Cooksley shared the 

lead at the midway point of the NSIC Championships thanks 

to a first weekend total of 144 (74–70). He placed in the top 

10 on the individual leaderboard twice, including the fall half 

of the NSIC Championships and a fifth-place finish at the 

Battle at the Falls in mid-September. For the season, Cooksley 

notched seven of the top 12 scores with his 70 in addition to 

four rounds of 74 and a pair of 75s.
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The Peacock tennis team reached the NSIC/US Bank Women's 

Tennis Championship match this year for the second straight 

season, but fell to top seed Augustana in the finals. UIU 

finished runner-up in both the regular season and conference 

tournaments. UIU finished the year with a 13-9 record, 

including a 10-1 mark during the NSIC regular season. 

The Northern Sun Intercollegiate Conference handed out 

postseason women's tennis awards, and three Peacocks 

were listed among the honorees. Saki Kawabata earned first 

team honors in singles and was named to the second team 

in doubles play. Her playing partner, Isabella Sella, joined 

Kawabata on the second team for doubles, as well as making 

the All-NSIC Singles Second Team. Kelly Jachymowski was 

named honorable mention in singles. 

This season marks the third consecutive year Kawabata has 

earned All-NSIC accolades. The Osaka, Japan native was on the 

first team for both singles and doubles last season as a junior, 

and earned All-NSIC Second Team recognition in singles and 

was named honorable mention in doubles play two years ago. 

The lone senior on this year's team, Kawabata tied for the UIU 

lead with 11 wins in singles play on the year and was 10-1 in 

conference play. 

The duo of Kawabata and Sella came together late in the year, 

but proved to be one of the best doubles teams in the NSIC 

this season. The duo put together a 3-1 record in conference 

play. Their lone loss of the season came against the then 

No. 7 nationally ranked and All-NSIC First Team doubles 

partners Jessa Richards and Kornel Staniszewska of Augustana. 

Individually, Sella played No. 2 singles and finished with 10 

wins on the season, including a 9-2 mark in the Northern Sun. 

Jachymowski matched Kawabata for the team lead with 11 

wins in singles play and went 9-2 in the NSIC. The junior 

played both No. 1 and No. 2 doubles for the Peacocks. Starting 

the year as Kawabata's partner, she went 8-1 overall and 7-0 

in conference play, before moving to No. 2 singles with Anna 

Okolot and finishing the year with a 3-1 mark.

Tennis places second in NSIC season and conference championships

Members of the UIU cheer team traveled to Myrtle Beach, S.C., to participate in the Cheer 

Ltd. National Cheer and Dance Team Competition. The team competed in the stunt group 

division and came away with the first place victory. This win marks a first for the program 

and first for Upper Iowa University in competitive cheer.

This group of Peacock athletes made University history as the first competition cheer team 

representing Upper Iowa on a national setting. These athletes made the impossible look 

easy, performing a series of twists, turns, flips and tosses. They were the very last team to 

compete; the arena was full of other teams and spectators, as well as two Peacock fans who 

made the trip from Iowa to South Carolina.

In its second season back on the campus, the cheer program has made its presence known. 

This year the program added a competitive component, as well as a new Pete the Peacock, 

to the traditional game day appearances and sideline crowd leading. These additions will 

continue to bring Upper Iowa and the cheer program into a new national spotlight.

Peacocks Claim Title at National Cheer and Dance Team competition

Saki Kawabata Isabella Sella Kelly Jachymowski

 The  Bridge — Summer 2016      27

UIU award-winning cheer team members (l–r) Justin Ortega, Lizzie Van Dyk, Brie Barnes  

and Caleb Schnekloth. 



ATHLETICS WRAP-UP

Upper Iowa wrapped up its 2015–16 wrestling season on the final 

day of the NCAA Division II Championships with a 16th place 

finish as a team and two new NCAA All-Americans in the form 

of Jordan Rinken (5th place at 157 pounds) and Ryan Parmely (7th 

place at 197 pounds). 

The Peacocks placed third as a team at the NCAA Division II 

Super Regional Championship and qualified six individuals 

for the NCAA Championships. The Peacocks had eight of 10 

wrestlers place fifth or better at Regionals, qualifying three for 

the NCAA Championships through true fourth-place matches.  

UIU won three of the four true fourth-place matches they 

competed in. Maleek Williams claimed the runner-up spot at 

125 pounds at the regional, while Matt Paulus, Damian Penichet, 

Jordan Rinken, Zak Benitz and Ryan Parmely all earned fourth 

place at the regional tournament to gain their admission to the 

championships.

Upper Iowa earned 14 wins in 16 duals this past season, with its 

only two losses coming to Maryville University at the NWCA 

National Duals (the Saints were ranked No. 1 at the time) and 

to St. Cloud State University in St. Cloud, Minn. (the Huskies 

were ranked No. 2 at the time). Upper Iowa posted wins over 

six ranked opponents this past year, including No.14 Wheeling 

Jesuit University, No. 18 Newberry College, No. 12 Tiffin 

University, the No. 3 University of Nebraska-Kearney and No. 15 

Minnesota State, as well as the No. 4 (NCAA DIII) University of 

Wisconsin-La Crosse. The Peacocks finished as the runner-up 

in the Northern Sun Conference with a 7-1 mark and had seven 

wrestlers named to the All-NSIC Second Team. The All-NSIC 

performers were Benitz, Parmely, Paulus, Penichet, Rinken, 

Jordan Roths and Williams.

Six members of the Upper Iowa wrestling team earned spots 

on the NCAA Division II Wrestling Coaches Association, or 

D2WCA, All-Academic Team this year. Matt Paulus was a 

member of the D2WCA All-Academic First Team, while Cody 

Nelson, Jordan Rinken and Colbey Vance all got on the Second 

Team and Alex Mitchell and Lincoln Monroe were on the 

Honorable Mention List. Paulus joined eight other wrestlers who 

earned their fourth All-Academic Team honors. While Paulus 

made his fourth appearance, Colbey Vance and Lincoln Monroe 

have been on the team in each of the last three years.  The three 

repeat All-Academic wrestlers were also named to the NSIC All-

Academic Team.

Wrestling places third at Regionals and sends six to Nationals

Upper Iowa University recognized longtime Fayette residents Bill and Sue Dohrmann  

during a May 4 ceremony at Robertson Woods Field in Fayette.

Former Fayette mayor Bill Dohrmann and his wife, Sue, have long served the community 

and have been supporters of Upper Iowa University.  For many years, the avid Peacock 

fans have even allowed Upper Iowa to use a piece of their Fayette property as a portion of 

Robertson Woods Field. 

Recently, the Dohrmanns donated the land on which left field is located to the University. 

The longtime Fayette residents also donated six additional acres of property to the west of 

Robertson Woods Field. This area will be developed into single-family housing, benefiting 

the Fayette community for years to come. 

In honor of the couple’s generosity to UIU and further commitment to the community, UIU 

has renamed the left field line at Robertson Woods Field as Dohrmann Alley. 

Dohrmann Alley dedicated

President William R. Duffy, Sue and William Dohrmann, and UIU Vice-President for 

External Affairs Andrew Wenthe (l–r) stand along Dohrmann Alley following recent 

ceremonies at Robertson Woods Field in Fayette. The Dohrmanns were recognized for their 

support of the entire community and donating the land on which the UIU baseball team’s 

left field is located to the University.

Jordan Rinken, All-Academic wrestler 28      The Bridge — Summer 2016 
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The Peacock men's basketball team (16-17 overall, 11-11 NSIC) 

hosted an opening round game in the NSIC Tournament for 

the fourth straight season and defeated St. Cloud State 87-80 

in the game. The Peacocks dropped their quarterfinal match to 

top-seeded Minnesota State University Moorhead, 98-82. 

UIU claimed the fourth spot in the NSIC South standings 

thanks to the fourth-best scoring offense in the conference, 

hitting the 90-point plateau five times this season.  The team 

ranked among the nation’s best in three-point and free throw 

shooting, as the Peacocks were 26th in attempts and 27th in 

made trifectas, but were even better from the charity stripe 

where UIU was ninth nationally in attempts and 13th in free 

throws made. 

 

Upper Iowa had five players average double-figure scoring this 

season, and four of the five will return for next year. Junior Jim-

my Roth led the Peacocks with 13.3 points per game and was 

second on the team with 4.8 rebounds per night. Sophomore 

Carson Parker stepped up into a starting role and performed 

well, finishing third on the team with 11.2 points per game, 

and led Upper Iowa in rebounding (5.0/game) and assists (3.0/

game), while ending the year as the second-best free throw 

shooter in the conference (85-97, 87.6 percent). Junior Luke 

Lenhart was among the Northern Sun’s top sharpshooters as 

he knocked down 73 three-pointers at a 44.8 percent clip, sixth 

best in the NSIC.

Youth shows promise for men’s basketball

Women's basketball entering a new era under Micha Thompson
Upper Iowa University Director of Athletics David Miller 

announced Micha Thompson as the new head coach of the 

Peacock women's basketball program. Thompson will be the 

13th head coach in 

41-year history. For 

the past four years, 

she served as an 

assistant basketball 

coach at Utah State 

University, an NCAA 

Division I member of 

the Mountain West 

Conference in  

Logan, Utah. 

  

Thompson joined the Utah State women's basketball coaching 

staff prior to the 2012–13 season, when head coach Jerry 

Finkbeiner was hired. She previously served as his assistant for 

four years while at Oral Roberts University, an NCAA Division 

I member of the Summit League in Tulsa, Oklahoma. During 

her time with the Aggies, Thompson coached guard Jennifer 

Schlott to several accolades and records. Schlott finished the 

2013–14 year third in the nation in scoring with 26.2 points 

per game. She was named Mountain West Player of the Year 

and became USU's first ever AP All-American, earning 

honorable mention honors. She became the all-time leading 

scorer at Utah State, ending her career with 1,556 points. In the 

classroom, 10 players earned academic all-conference honors 

during Thompson's time at USU.

Micha Thompson

Jimmy Roth drives down court for a basket. 



Andrew Wenthe, MHEA, ‘12

VP for External Affairs
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Congratulations to the Upper Iowa University Class of 2016 

for surpassing its Class Gift fundraising goal of $2,016! Thanks 

to gifts from over 130 students and generous matching from 

several UIU Board of Trustee members, the donated funds 

totaled well over $9,000. Our thanks to each donor who made 

this possible. The 2016 Class Gift campaign gave graduates 

the opportunity to show support for their alma mater and the 

ability to begin their legacy here at UIU. All donations will be 

used to support the UIU Annual Fund.

Upper Iowa University continues to grow and prosper with the 

past and ongoing support of all alumni and friends of UIU. The 

next edition of The Bridge will feature a few of the class gifts that 

can still be viewed on the Fayette campus today. 

Institutional Advancement & Alumni Development

From the office of... 

“We’ve Been Everywhere, Man . . . ”

To paraphrase the old song lyric, the UIU alumni department can just about accurately say “We’ve been 

everywhere, man” as we reflect back on the past year’s treks across the country to visit the thousands of alumni 

living from coast to coast and beyond. The goal of our travel is to reconnect with as many of our proud alumni 

as possible, in the process creating strong relationships that will last a lifetime. Oftentimes, these relationships 

lead to connections that benefit our students through internships or employment opportunities. In other cases, 

visits with alumni can fuel a desire to support a program or scholarship, another important way in which the 

student experience can be enhanced at UIU.  

I am often asked by alumni where UIU alums live or if there are any alumni living in their neck of the woods. It may surprise you, 

but Upper Iowa has alumni living in all 50 states and in many countries abroad. Not surprisingly, Iowa leads the way with nearly 

13,000 alumni located in UIU’s home state. Wisconsin is next with nearly 7,000 alumni living within the state’s borders. Illinois, 

Texas and Louisiana are the other states with over 1,000 UIU alumni, followed by Kansas, Florida, Minnesota and California.  

Rounding out the “Top 50” is the state of Rhode Island, in which five proud Peacock alumni reside. We truly are Peacock Nation!

In the pages ahead you will find some terrific photos of just a sampling of events we have enjoyed hosting over the past six months.  

You will also find an Alumni Calendar of Events on the inside back cover about where we are planning to be in the months ahead. 

While we can’t quite hit all 50 states in the next year, we still hope to see you at an event or back on campus soon!

Caps off to the Class of 2016
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CLASS NOTES

1930s

Genevieve (Belknap) Baker ’36, 
Tucson, Ariz., celebrates her 100th 
birthday and still shows her Peacock 
Pride!

 1960s

Larry Kaberle ’65, Rowley, Iowa, and 

his wife, Janice, recently visited the 

Grand Ole Opry in Nashville, Tenn., 

where they received backstage passes 

to watch their son play drums for 

Loretta Lynn's performance.

Steve Staker ’68, Lisbon, Iowa, 

recently retired from his position as 

the Coe College head football coach, 

but will remain on the football staff 

part time. His son, Coe letter winner 

and offensive coordinator Tyler 

Staker, will be taking his position.

Bruce Campbell ’69, Des Moines, 

Iowa, recently retired after 43 years 

as an attorney and shareholder at the 

Davis Brown Law Firm.

Victor Miller ’69, Oelwein, Iowa, 

visited the Baltic countries and 

Russia in August 2015. He is shown 

here holding The Bridge at Peterhof 

Palace in Russia with Dr. Gail 

Moorman Behrens. 

1970s
Anthony (Tony) DiCecco ’71,  

Cedar Falls, Iowa, was the co-chair  

of the Cedar Valley United Way 

campaign, which raised nearly $3 

million. 

Stanley (Stan) Jack ’56, Gold Canyon, Ariz., was inducted into the Southern Utah University College Sports Hall of Fame 

as coach, along with his 1976–77 basketball team that won the NAIA District 7 Playoffs and advanced to the national 

tournament. 

A special presentation was made to head coach Stan Jack by former team manager Kelly Jordan. He talked about what a great 

coach and teacher Jack was during his tenure with the T-Birds. The team presented coach Jack with a crystal basketball as a 

token of appreciation for what he did for them. 

The ’77 team out-shot, out-rebounded, outscored and outplayed their opponents during their run through the Rocky Mountain 

Athletic Conference season. Four team members averaged double-figure scoring that season, with a fifth player averaging nine 

points a game.

1950s
Jack inducted into College Sports Hall of Fame
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Becky (Anderegg) Wadian ’72, 

Fayette, Iowa, will be retiring as the 

Director of Library Services after 42 

years of service to UIU. 

Douglas Dean ‘77, Cedar Rapids, 

Iowa, took The Bridge to Scotland.

Bill Neal ’72, Iowa City, Iowa, was 

selected as the IATO State Starter of 

the Year in Iowa for cross country, 

boys’ track and girls’ track after 

a very successful career as the 

Williamsburg athletic director and 

head girls’ track and field coach. 

Susan (Sue) Liddy ’74, Emerson, N.J., 

hit the mark with 700 career basketball 

wins. As the coach of the Holy Angels, 

she became the third girls’ basketball 

coach to achieve this feat. 

Robert (Bob) Krueger ’77,  

West Des Moines, Iowa, retired from 

Student Loan Liquidity Corporation 

and 35 years in the human resources 

profession. 

1980s
Jennifer (Jenny Butterbaugh) 

Lorenz ’83, Marion, Iowa, was 

promoted to president/CEO of  

Linn Area Credit Union. 

Brenda (Merfeld) Zofrea ’87,  

Bradenton, Fla., was featured on 

Suncoast FYI for her creation of 

Let’s B Safe. Her product is a book 

focusing on literacy while teaching 

children the importance of safety.

 1990s
Jackie Bridges ‘93, Carrollton, Texas, 

was inducted into the AAA Minor 

League Hall of Fame. Jackie was a 

four-year letter winner in football 

from 1989 to 1992 and was inducted 

into the Upper Iowa University 

Athletics Hall of Fame in 2012.

Kimberly Tenerelli ’95, Mayville, 

Wis., started a new position as 

corporation counsel at Calumet 

County Courthouse. 

Wacinque Amistad Kaizen 

BeMende ’96, White Sands Missile 

Range, N.M., has retired after 40 

years of military service. He will 

be performing in a play, The Telling 

Project: El Paso. This project is a  

national performing arts theater 

production to help increase 

understanding of the military and 

veteran experiences. 

James Feudner ’98, Guttenberg, 

Iowa, was named Oskaloosa regional 

president of Bank Iowa in Oskaloosa, 

Iowa. He will oversee the Oskaloosa, 

Fremont and Newton locations. 

 

Michael Coughlin ’99, Garnavillo, 

Iowa, was named winner of The 

Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier’s  

2016 Finance Superstar Award. 

Neil Wilkinson ’99, Oelwein, Iowa, 

achieved the Court of the Table 

membership in the Million Dollar 

Round Table. He is also a member of 

the UIU Board of Trustees.

2000s
Thomas Albert ’01, Goodyear, Ariz.,  

was hired as the assistant athletic 

Trainer for the Los Angeles Dodgers 

after previous experience with the 

Cleveland Indians and the Harlem 

Globetrotters. 

Dr. M. Graeme Armstrong ’01, 
Waukee, Iowa, associate professor  
of education, on Machu Picchu, 
August 2015.

Mandy (Kalepp) 

Ayers ’02, Black Earth, 

Wis., joined the 

Independent Living, 

Inc. team as a chief 

operating officer. 

Ronald Casper ’05, Fort Knox, Ky.,  

received the Defense Meritorious 

Service Medal. He was awarded the 

medal for superior performance of 

his duties, culminating as secretary of 

general staff while assigned to the U.S. 

Army Human Resources Command. 
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Mark Gridley ’05, Freeport, Ill.,  

has been given a promotion from 

his current role at Freeport’s FHN 

Memorial Hospital. He will begin 

his new role as president and CEO 

at the start of 2017. 

Willie Strait Jr. ’96 and his wife,  
D. Renae Taylor-Strait ’06, 
Abingdon, Md., received the 
Lifetime Achievement Award from 
President Barack Obama for their 
commitment to building a stronger 
nation through volunteer service. 

Mary (Schonhorst) Cheddie ’08, 

Coral Springs, Fla., was nominated 

as a finalist for the 2016 Excellence 

in HR Awards. Mary was one of 

three in her segment. 

Monterrious (Tee) Adams ’08, 

Trussville, Ala., has taken over  

the wrestling coach position at 

Vestavia Hills High School. Tee 

(right) wrestled while pursuing  

his degree in education at UIU.

 

(This article is an excerpt from an original story published with permission by sports reporter Matt Levins of The Hawk Eye in Burlington, Iowa.)

Ryan Phillips ’07, ’11 has overcome all odds, beaten the best to become the best, 
found success at every level of wrestling he has competed at.

Phillips, a Burlington, Iowa native who didn’t start wrestling until his eighth-
grade year, went on to become Burlington High School’s first state champion and 
Upper Iowa University’s first NCAA Division II national champion. He spent five 
seasons an assistant coach at Upper Iowa under Heath Grimm, helping establish 
that school as one of the premier Division II wrestling programs in the country. He 
then spent two years as head coach at Labette Community College, where his team 
had four All-Americans in his final season at the helm.

Now, Phillips faces the biggest challenge of his young coaching career. Phillips 
is in his first season as head coach of the West Burlington-Notre Dame/Danville 
high school program. With low numbers — the Falcons have just 10 wrestlers on 
their roster — Phillips has a wide range of athletes, from first-year wrestlers to a 
returning state qualifier. 

So, just as his wrestlers are learning, so is Phillips learning how to become a coach. 
“I am thankful for the opportunity,” Phillips said. “Going from the college ranks, 
going down to working with high school freshmen, it’s a big change. The boys 
change and I have to evolve as well. You can’t talk to these boys the same. You can’t 
show them the same stuff. You can't assume they know positions or certain pieces 
of technique. We have to go back and I have to develop as a coach, as well.” 

Phillips knows what it takes to get to the top, to be the best. Now, he has to get  
14- to 18-year old kids to believe not only in him, but in their own abilities.

Ryan Phillips faced with new challenge

Peacock Wedding: (Front) Joey Lapel 

’12; (middle, l–r) Amanda (Faas) 

Larson ’07, Tara (Talbert) Bruening 

’08, husband Nick Lechtenberg, bride 

Carlyn (Wacker) Lechtenberg ’09, Jodi 

Best, Peyton (Wacker) Lapel ’11; (back, 

l–r) Kerry (Connor) Wacker ’88, Ray 

Wacker ’10, Gibrill Betts ’07, Daniel 

Williams, Lana Otting ’12, Daryl Savage 

’07, Chelsea (Arndt) Germo ’10, Alisha 

Kilburg ’12 and Sara (Best) McCoy ’08.

Kathy Guyer ’08, West Union, Iowa, served 
as a lifeguard at the Olympic Trials in 
Omaha, Neb., from June 29 through July 3. 

Deirdre Ryan ’08, Marion, Iowa, has taken 

a position as the editor of the Marion Times 

newspaper.  

Brian Sims ’08, ’10, Chariton, Iowa, was 
selected as chief executive officer for Lucas 
County Health Center and Medical Clinics 
in Chariton.

Gabrielle (Ricks) Rabon ’09, Brown Deer, 

Wis., has taken a position at Kohler Credit 

Union as district manager for Ozaukee 

County. 

Ceasar Ruffin ’09, Morgan City, La., 

was promoted to commander of the 

Fourth District in the New Orleans Police 

Department. Ceasar is a 19-year veteran of 

the NOPD. 

Elaine (Baumler) Grimm ’10, Hazleton, 

Iowa, accepted the 7–12 Language Arts 

position at West Central Community 

School. 
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CLASS NOTES

2010s
Jaderick (Jade) Walter ’10, Leon, 

Iowa, will begin his new position 

at Atlantic Community School 

District this upcoming school year. 

Jade currently teaches industrial 

technology at Central Decatur. 

Ashley Brown ’11, Fargo, N.D., 

was promoted to marketing project 

specialist at Vanity. She has been 

employed with Vanity since 2006. 

Zachary Adams ’12, Traer, Iowa, was 
promoted from senior loan officer to 
team leader in the member contact 
center of Veridian Credit Union.

William (BJ) Buss ’12, Appleton, 

Wis., was hired as the basketball 

marketing director for Enspire365. 

Along with this position, he is 

the girls’ basketball coach for the 

Wisconsin Blaze, a division of 

Enspire365. 

Laura Clark ’12, Manchester, Iowa, 

will be taking the science teacher 

position at Starmont Middle School 

in the upcoming school year. 

Fawn Davis ’12, Waterloo, Iowa, 

took the intake patient care 

coordinator position at the Homelink 

Division of the VGM Group Inc. 

Robert (Bob) Slack ’12, West 

Union, Iowa, was featured in the 

Fayette County Union. He has been 

a co-brewer at Pulpit Rock Brewing 

Company in Decorah, Iowa, since it 

opened in August 2015. 

Eric Anderson ’13, Fayette, Iowa, 
graduated from the police academy 
in October 2015. He is now working 
as a full-time police officer at the 
LAPD.

Thomas (TJ) Hansel ’13, 

Manchester, Iowa, will join Starmont 

High School as the English, language 

arts and reading teacher. Hansel 

currently works as the English and 

language arts teacher  

at Earlham. 

Emily Sparks ’13, Iowa City, Iowa, 

is the new director of volleyball 

operations at the University of Iowa. 

Kathy (Tucker) 
VanAmburg ’13, 
Norwalk, Iowa, 
was selected to 
receive the 2016 
Terri Lynne 
Lokoff/Children’s 
TYLENOL® 
National Child 

Care Teacher Award. Kathy’s project 
will be implemented with a grant 
from the awards program “Everyday 
Math & Science.” 

UIU alumnus helps deliver clean water to Flint, Mich.
Accompanied by a younger sibling, an Upper Iowa alumnus 

displayed his true Peacock colors in January 2016 by aiding a 

number of individuals and families in Flint, Mich. La’Mont R. 

Williams ’10 and his younger brother, Nate, made a 275-mile drive 

from their Chicago homes to the Michigan city to deliver clean 

drinking water.

The two brothers first traveled the four hours to Flint on Saturday, 

Jan. 23. With 20 cases of water in tow, they initially delivered the 

much-needed supplies door to door. They later partnered over the 

weekend with a fire station and helped deliver approximately 100 

cases of water to the elderly and local families.

“Both of us gained an appreciation for people putting aside their 

differences, whether it being ideologically, politically or socially, 

in order to put the needs of our fellow neighbors ahead of any 

agenda,” said La’Mont. “While there were many groups there 

who may not typically agree on certain issues, it was nice seeing 

everyone work together to 

help those in need.”

In fact, he and his brother 

appreciated the experience 

so much that they returned 

to Flint a few weekends 

later with 14 additional 

volunteers and canvassed 

the neighborhoods and 

housing projects not yet 

receiving fresh water 

donations.

La’Mont Williams earned a 

criminology degree with 

double minors in political 

science and history at UIU.

La’Mont R. Williams ’10 and his brother Nate (middle, 

l–r) are joined by congregation members whose 

Chicago church donated a majority of the water that 

the two siblings recently hand-delivered to residents 

in need in Flint, Mich. Williams earned a law degree 

from Loyola University of Chicago and is currently an 

associate attorney at Daley & Georges.
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Brett Walderbach ’13, Norwalk, 

Iowa, was promoted to internal 

wholesaler, national accounts at  

Voya Financial. 

Joseph (Joe) Alanis ’14, Mission, 

Texas, was accepted into the 

Harvard University Mathematics for 

Teaching Graduate Program with 

the partnership of Texas Graduate 

Center.

Lynette (Lynn Bumgardner) Bender 

’14, Evansdale, Iowa, joined the  

CBE Cos as a financial analyst II. 

Paul Bowker ’14, Rockford, Ill.,  

joined the Gateway Community 

Bank team as credit analyst. 

Frank Ovalles ’14, Brooklyn, N.Y.,  

has joined the Miami Marlins 

Dominican Academy team as  

head athletic director.  

Steffi Thie ’14, Waterloo, Iowa, has 

taken a position as a hospice nurse  

for Cedar Valley Hospice. 

Kate (Jones) Thilges ‘14, Cedar 

Falls, Iowa, accepted the seventh 

grade life science position at Hudson 

Community School.

Evan Trenkamp ’14, Clinton, Iowa, 

was promoted to loan officer at 

Citizens First Bank.

Erica Gambrell ’15, Tuscaloosa, Ala., 
has been named associate director 
of gift giving at The University of 
Alabama in Tuscaloosa.

Anthony Hable ’15, Decorah, Iowa, 

was hired as a third grade teacher at 

Fredericksburg Elementary in the 

Sumner-Fredericksburg Community 

School District. 

Kali Hunziker ’15, Cresco, Iowa, 

started as a second grade teacher  

in the Osage Community School 

District. 

Allison Kulish ’15, Cresco, Iowa, 

accepted the English teaching 

position at Clay Central High  

School in Everly, Iowa.

Erin (Heim) Milligan ‘15, Carroll, 

Iowa accepted a position at Holy 

Spirit as a first grade teacher after 

working as a part-time substitute. 

Rhea Theisen ‘15, Jesup, Iowa,  

was hired as the third-grade teacher  

at Don Bosco. 

Tierney Schneider ‘15, Garnavillo, 

Iowa, has accepted a position as the 

middle school language arts teacher 

at Starmont. 

Greg and Nicole (Weidemann) Kuennen ’12, 

Solon, Iowa, welcomed a new bundle of joy, 

Kane, into their family. Kane is the grandson 

of Frank ’76 and Shelley (Searles) Kuennen ’75, 

Solon, Iowa, and Kim and Debra Weidemann, 

West Union, Iowa.

The Kuennens pose with their son in front of 

a 1948 Studebaker Champion and a framed 

1982 Gazette news clipping by then–staff 

photographer Duane Crock. The photo shows 

Greg’s parents, Frank and Shelley Kuennen, 

with the same Studebaker as they brought 

the newly born Greg home from St. Luke’s 

Hospital 30 years ago. Safety laws prevented 

Nicole and Greg from actually driving their 

son home in the Studebaker. Photographed 

at the Helen G. Nassif Center for Women’s 

and Children’s Health at St. Luke’s Hospital 

in northeast Cedar Rapids, Iowa, on Friday, 

March 18, 2016. 

Studebaker is a constant throughout this UIU alumna's family

The photo and a portion of this article are excerpted from the original story published by Francie Williamson, business/ 

community editor at The Cedar Rapids Gazette. To read the full article, visit www.thegazette.com/subject/life.
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Kaylee Schwake ‘15, Sumner, Iowa, 

was hired by Exceptional Persons, 

Inc. as a direct support professional.

Brooke Smith ’15, Bloomingdale, 

Ill., has accepted a position as 

eighth-grade language arts teacher 

at Blackhawk Middle School in 

Bensenville, Ill. 

Alathia (Blanchard) Andera ’16, 
West Union, Iowa, accepted a 
full-time position at Bank 1st as a 
receptionist/teller.

Erin Arney ’16, Decorah, Iowa, has 

accepted a sixth-grade math and 

science teaching position at Jo Lane 

Middle School in Roseburg, Ore.

Ashley (Baldinelli) Carroll ‘16, 

Des Moines, Iowa, was hired as 

the second-grade teacher at Oviatt 

Elementary School in Norwalk, Iowa. 

Molly Jackson ‘16, New Virginia, Iowa, 

accepted the seventh-grade reading 

teacher position at Clarke Community 

School District in Osceola.

John Lewis ’16, Manor, Texas, 
after receiving his degree in criminal 
justice from UIU, accepted a 
management position within the 
Texas Juvenile Justice Department.

Hannah Miller ’16, Wellman, Iowa, 

will be joining the West Central 

Community School District staff as a 

fifth-grade teacher.  

Jared Newman ’16, Northants, 

United Kingdom, following 

graduation accepted a position  

as the director of parks and 

recreation in Sumner, Iowa.

 
Danielle (Wagner) Osmundson ’16, 
Elkader, Iowa, has accepted a  
second-grade position at West 
Delaware County Community 

School District in Manchester.

Erick Schroyer ’16, Ossian, Iowa, 

has accepted a teaching position for 

K-2 Title Reading at Eldora-New 

Providence Elementary School.

Eric Selchow ’16, Buffalo, Minn.,  

has accepted a secondary 

mathematics teaching position  

at St. Michael Albertville High 

School in Albertville, Minn.

Jill Zeien ’16, New Hampton, Iowa, 

has accepted a first- and second-

grade teaching position with St. Joe’s 

Catholic school in New Hampton.  

Alumni, current students and staff, and other friends of the 

University saw the Grand Canyon from a different perspective 

during a UIU-sponsored rafting trip on the Colorado River in 

May.  The excursion took place 188 river miles below the rim.  

A majority of the group also traveled to five other national 

parks in Colorado and southern Utah. Among the participants 

were (kneeling, l–r) Al Palumbo, Jake Bass, Troy Blackburn, 

Shelly Weeks, Daryl Grove, James Taylor; (standing) Cindy 

Carpenter, Don Carpenter, Richard Clifton, Rob Sullivan, Mary 

Davis, Harvey Davis, James Weeks, Jamie Lein, Nathan Lein 

and Kata McCarville.
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UIU visits Grand Canyon

Iowa Cultures contingent
A contingent of Andres School of Education 

faculty and students attended the annual 

Iowa Cultures and Language Conference. 

The conference encourages the teaching 

of content material or English as a Second 

Language, and advocates for the needs and 

rights of English language learners and their 

families. Guest speaker was Dorina Sackman, 

2014 Florida Department of Education 

Teacher of the Year. UIU attendees were 

Sammy Garrett, Gabby Wittenburg, Hannah 

Miller, Gina Britton, Lindsey Ambrose, 

Jennifer Mohs, Dr. Janet Kehe, Ashley 

Beringer, Dr. Gina Kuker and Ram Shahi.

Attend 1:1 Institute 
While attending the annual Iowa 1:1 

Institute, Dr. Gina Kuker, Upper Iowa 

University associate professor of education, 

attended Allison Pearson’s presentation, 

“Making YouTube Yours.” Meanwhile,  

UIU teacher education students Brock 

Babcock, Ashley Rosenstiel and Kelly 

Jachymowski demonstrated how they use 

technology to be connected. The Iowa 1:1 

Institute technology conference features 

more than 90 forward-thinking presentations 

for educators and preservice educators.  



Summer maintenance projects 
Visitors to the Fayette campus this summer will observe Facilities 

Management and Services staff members conducting a number 

of ongoing repairs and maintenance projects to further enhance 

the Campus grounds and facilities. Painting was completed on the 

interior and exterior of the Alexander-Dickman bell tower in May. 

Among additional tasks targeted for completion prior to fall’s classes 

are the following:

• Converting the former Garbee solarium and snack bar to office 

and classroom space

• Repairing the roofs on Henderson-Wilder Library and Lee Towers

• Painting dormers, soffits and fascia woodwork

• Installing barbecue pits near  

South Village suites

• Cleaning sculptures

• Repairing and painting the pool in 

Edgar Hall

• Preparing athletic venues 

• Working on floors in the residence 

halls and making other repairs prior 

to August move-in.

1971–81 Reunion Dinner
Thursday, October 6
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Remember, the most recent UIU-related news items, feature stories and sports updates  

can be viewed on The Bridge Online at uiubridge.com throughout the year. 

1. Log on to uiubridge.com via a computer (not on a smart phone)  

NOTE: Do not use "www" or The Bridge Online won’t be prompted.

2. Click on  “Follow” at bottom right , enter your email address and hit "sign me up." 

3. Problems? Try another browser or email ocm@uiu.edu. 

Sign up for The Bridge Online

Alumni from the classes of 1971–81 are invited back to Fayette for a special reunion! Join 

your friends at Cabo Blue Sports Bar in downtown Fayette on Thursday, Oct. 6. Guests may 

enjoy a complimentary cocktail reception at 6 p.m., followed by a dinner buffet at 7:30 p.m. 

Tickets are $45 per person. 

Alumni organizers have 

established a friendly Reunion 

Giving Challenge for the classes 

of 1971–81. Show your Peacock 

pride and make a donation to your 

class! Donations support the UIU 

Annual Fund, unless otherwise 

noted. For more info, check out givetouiu.org/reunion-challenge.

In conjunction with the Reunion Dinner, members of The Brotherhood are pleased to raise 

awareness for the UIU Emergency Student Aid Fund. This endowment fund will support 

students facing crisis situations. This incredible cause has already raised $25,000. With your 

support, The Brotherhood hopes to make an even greater impact for UIU students. To learn 

more, visit givetouiu.org/emergency-fund.

Be on the lookout for your Reunion Dinner invitation. We look forward to your company on 

Oct. 6. 

This year’s Homecoming 

will mark an incredible 

milestone for the class 

of 1966, as they celebrate their Golden 

Anniversary! What a wonderful time for 

classmates to reflect on the past 50 years 

and recall how UIU has played a role in their lives. We are 

excited to recognize this special group of Peacock alumni.

The class of 1966 will be honored at the Alumni Awards and 

Honor Class Luncheon at 11:30 a.m. on Saturday, Oct. 8, in 

the Student Center Ballroom. Those present will be recognized 

individually and will receive a special 50-year reunion gift. 

A formal invitation will be sent to members of the class with 

more details. 

In the spirit of giving back, classmates are welcome to make a 

contribution to the 1966 Class Gift Challenge. Last year’s class 

of 1965 raised over $32,000 for UIU. So the challenge is on to 

surpass that amount! 

The Class of 1966 is  
celebrating

oming

dible

ass

ebrate their Goldenr

a wonderfula  time for

t ont  the past 50t  years
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In honor of Emma Hough ’26
Emma (Burkhart) Hough ‘26 passed away at Hillcrest Home in Sumner, 

Iowa, on Saturday, June 18. 

Hough was not only Upper Iowa’s oldest alumna and friend, but at 111 

was the oldest living Iowan recorded with the Iowa Department of 

Aging. UIU recognized her as a guest of honor during the University’s 

2015 Homecoming parade. More recently, faculty and staff members attended her 111th 

birthday celebration in Sumner in December 2015.

“Emma could always light up a room with her energy and spirit. She will be eternally 

recognized as one of our most loved and cherished alumni. Since graduating nearly a 

century ago, Emma’s inquisitive nature and commitment to lifelong learning epitomized 

what it means to be a Peacock,” said UIU President William R. Duffy. 

Emma graduated from Sumner High School in 1922. She then attended and graduated 

from Upper Iowa University in 1926 with a B.A. in English Literature and Biology. 

Additional information available on The Bridge Online.
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2016 ALUMNI EVENT HIGHLIGHTS
The Office of Institutional Advancement & Alumni Development is pleased to host alumni events all over the country. Not only do we look 

forward to personally meeting alumni and hearing their stories, it’s also gratifying to watch alumni meet one another and become friends 

with their hometown Peacocks. 

‘90s Men’s Basketball Reunion: Fayette, Iowa — Jan. 22–23, 2016

Alumni Social: Washington, D.C. — Jan. 9, 2016

Wrestling Alumni Night: Fayette, Iowa — Jan. 30, 2016

Peacock Mix and Mingle: St. Paul, Minn. — Dec. 12, 2015



 The  Bridge — Summer 2016      39

For a complete schedule of upcoming alumni events, visit uiu.edu/alumni/events. If you would like to host an event or suggest  

a location, please contact alumni@uiu.edu, or call 563-425-5388. Here’s a recap of where we’ve been recently.

Peacock Mix and Mingle: Des Moines, Iowa — Feb. 11, 2016
Beach Week: Florida — Feb. 27 – Mar. 6, 2016

Peacock Volleyball Alumni Match: Fayette, Iowa  — Apr. 2, 2016

Peacock Mix and Mingle: Concord, N.C. — Apr. 23, 2016

Men’s Soccer Alumni Match: Fayette, Iowa — Apr. 2, 2016

New Alumni Weekend:  Fayette, Iowa — Apr. 1 - 3, 2016New Alumniw Weekend:i Fayette Iowa Apr 1 3 2016

 Women’s Soccer Alumni Match: Fayette, Iowa  — Apr. 2, 2016W ’ S Al i M t hi F tt I A 2 2016
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IN MEMORIAM
Emma (Burkhart) Hough ’26, 6/18/2016, Sumner, Iowa 
Dorothy (Holmes) Gilmer, ‘36, 12/27/2015, Fayette, Iowa
Zenita (McLaury) Arthur, ‘37, 01/15/2015, Westgate, Iowa
May (Smith) Dean, ‘40, 04/02/2015, Fayette, Iowa
Thelma (Martin) Bachman, ‘41, 10/18/2014, Louisville, Colo.
Carol (Carter) La Vallee, ‘42, 01/16/2015, Silver Spring, Md.
Ruth (Gantenbein) Jenkins, ‘42, 09/07/2015, Colorado Springs, Colo.
Ruth (Willey) Knox, ‘43, 02/15/2015, Alexandria, Va.
Marian (Swales) Terrell, ‘43, 01/29/2015, Arlington, Iowa
William Ochs, ‘44, 02/27/2014, San Diego, Calif.
Ruth (Murphy) Haw, ‘46, 04/06/2016, Cresco, Iowa
Edward Gowanlock, ‘47, 11/03/2014, Marshall, Texas
Louis Raether, ‘47, 11/01/2014, Miramar Beach, Fla.
Roy Duff, ‘48, 11/14/2014, Stoughton, Wis.
Kenneth Corson, ‘49, 10/14/2013, Coon Rapids, Iowa
Raymond Brainard, ‘49, 11/12/2014, Marion, Iowa
Harlan Reimer, ‘49, 07/15/2015, Elkader, Iowa
Jack Van Sickel, ‘50, 01/20/2014, Phoenix, Ariz.
Howard Treloar, ‘54, 03/05/2016, Waterloo, Iowa
David Woolley, ‘56, 01/06/2016, Rahway, N.J.
Larry Michael, ‘57, 10/08/2014, Vinton, Iowa
Duane Hagensick, ‘59, 02/01/2015, Washington, Iowa
Lee Bowden, ‘60, 03/01/2015, Independence, Iowa
Elmer Alderdyce, ‘60, 04/21/2016, Waukon, Iowa
Kathryn (Stevens) Lund, ‘60, 09/01/2014, Phoenix, Ariz.
Robert Campbell, ‘60, 07/14/2015, Knoxville, Tenn.
Helen (Woods) Westphal, ‘61, 01/04/2015, Johnston, Iowa
Donald Bolton, ‘61, 11/16/2014, Marion, Iowa
Gary Podhajsky, ‘62, 04/04/2016, Longmont, Colo.
Robert Bullard, ‘63, 04/01/2016, Camanche, Iowa
James Bishop, ‘64, 01/20/2015, Mt Pleasant, Iowa
Robert Nelson, ‘64, 06/02/2015, Delhi, Iowa
Jane (DeGreve) Klingle, ‘65, 02/29/2016, Peosta, Iowa
Patricia (Kelly) Johnson, ‘65, 01/24/2015, Cresco, Iowa
Lorraine (Norby) Creager, ‘66, 11/20/2015, Sumner, Iowa
Merlin Butikofer, ‘67, 12/20/2015, Delhi, Iowa
Shirley (Blekeberg) Kramer, ‘67, 07/05/2013, Urbandale, Iowa
Barbara (Woodson) Langerman, ‘67, 03/15/2016, Hawkeye, Iowa
Adah (Phipps) Steinmetz, ‘68, 12/29/2015, Cresco, Iowa
James Barth, ‘68, 01/10/2016, North Mankato, Minn.
Eugene Meister, ‘69, 02/22/2016, Algona, Iowa
Lorna (Hermeier) Winters, ‘69, 02/19/2015, Waukon, Iowa
Gladys (Martin) Richardson, ‘70, 04/23/2016, Aurora, Iowa
Janet (Ruegnitz) Vittitoe, ‘70, 11/23/2015, Marion, Iowa
Gaylinn (Stroppel) Parks, ‘71, 08/16/2014, Island Lake, Ill.
Sharon (DeLancey) Cook, ‘71, 04/08/2015, Manchester, Iowa
Albert Baxter, ‘73, 10/30/2015, Alexandria, Va.
Marsha (Bean) Bean, ‘74, 12/23/2015, Reinbeck, Iowa
Joseph Hardisty, ‘75, 07/11/2015, Dumfries, Va.
Delmas Burchfield, ‘76, 01/11/2016, Stuarts Draft, Va.
Lawrence Massengill, ‘77, 08/09/2014, San Clemente, Calif.
Robert Freeburg, ‘77, 01/13/2014, Carrollton, Texas
Jean (Schmidt) Monserud, ‘77, 12/01/2015, Waukon, Iowa
Averil (Hansen) Bradley, ‘78, 05/26/2015, Windsor, Colo.
Margareta (Eilers) March, ‘78, 03/19/2016, Walford, Iowa
George Frey, ‘79, 10/28/2015, Sherman Oaks, Calif.
George Wamhoff, ‘79, 02/08/2015, Oklahoma City, Okla.
Joseph Ward, ‘79, 03/16/2014, Madison, Fla.
David Borland, ‘80, 02/14/2015, Tipton, Ind.
Edward Bunting, ‘80, 03/07/2014, Pasadena, Calif.
Charles Yarbrough, ‘81, 01/13/2014, Gretna, La.

Mark Boese, ‘81, 03/15/2016, Postville, Iowa
David Bott, ‘81, 08/08/2015, Manchester, Md.
David Goldman, ‘82, 04/26/2014, Burke, Va.
Legusta Strong, ‘82, 07/20/2015, Matteson, Ill.
Maily Berg, ‘82, 07/23/2013, Cedar Rapids, Iowa
James Boley, ‘83, 11/02/2015, Eagle River, Alaska
John Petsche, ‘84, 08/30/2015, Iowa City, Iowa
Mae (Jewell) Parker, ‘85, 07/05/2015, Olathe, Kan.
David Fuller, ‘88, 01/20/2014, La Porte City, Iowa
Lawrence Dougherty, ‘88, 11/11/2009, Chula Vista, Calif.
Kimberly (Brown) Brown, ‘88, 09/25/2014, Newton, Iowa
Phyllis Mitchell, ‘89, 11/10/2015, Spokane, Wash.
Ronald Showalter, ‘93, 05/11/2015, Massillon, Ohio
Jack Marlett, ‘94, 01/02/2014, Irving, Texas
Karen (Rodgers) Sinclair, ‘94, 04/19/2015, Chariton, Iowa
Cherryl KasaKaitas, ‘97, 03/29/2016, Madison, Wis.
Jack Platzer, ‘98, 05/29/2015, Tullos, La.
Sheila (Jones) Jackson, ‘00, 08/01/2015, Junction City, Kan.
Mary (Reigelsberger) Ryan, ‘01, 01/01/2015, Readlyn, Iowa
Wayne Blanke, ‘01, 03/11/2015, Darien, Wis.
Scott Jackson, ‘02, 12/27/2015, Lawrence, Kan.
Vanessa Smith, ‘02, 03/27/2016, Las Vegas, Nev.
Sara (Crist) Schober, ‘02, 12/06/2015, Newton, Iowa
Shelley (Baumann) Baumann, ‘03, 09/18/2015, Racine, Wis.
Molly Bushman ’04, 05/18/2016, Des Moines, Iowa
Amy (Ferris) Mathews, ‘09, 01/27/2014, Mason, Ohio
Derek Moser, ‘10, 01/17/2016, Marshalltown, Iowa
Lindsey Hafley, ‘12, 11/07/2014, Roscoe, Ill.
Amy (Harper) Collier ’16, 06/18/2016, Beloit, Wis.
Morgan Kaye, ‘16, 03/21/2016, West Union, Iowa

Former UIU Community/Friends
Carrie (Carlson) Aagesen, Former Staff, 02/07/2016, Oelwein, Iowa
Gary Ash, Former Student, 01/25/2015, Postville, Iowa
William Beard, Former Student,11/20/2010, Columbia, Tenn.
Donald Beneke, Former Student, 11/30/2015, Richland, Mich.
John Binsfeld, Former Faculty, 12/08/2015, Holdingford, Minn.
Edward Bucy, Former Student, 03/10/2015, Hudson, Iowa
Dennis Bumgardner, Former Student,03/08/2015, Hawkeye, Iowa
Marjorie (Swales) Cass, Former Staff/Student, 11/26/2014, Fayette, Iowa
George Clark, Former Student, 01/03/2016, New Hartford, Iowa
Horace Davis, Former Student, 02/06/2016, DeRidder, La.
Ione (Torkelson) Dennler, Former Student, 03/30/2015, Elgin, Iowa
William Ebert, Former Student, 12/14/2014, Des Moines, Iowa
John Eckermann, Former Student, 04/09/2015, Kansas City, Mo.
Amy (Russell) Fraaken, Former Student, 11/22/2015, Des Moines, Iowa
Donald Hyde, Former Student, 12/24/2014, New Albin, Iowa
Betty (Buchholtz) Jensen, Former Staff, 11/27/2014, Oelwein, Iowa
Virginia (Meisner) Larson, Former Student, 01/20/2016, Bozeman, Mont.
Dorothy (Bissell) Lowell, Former Student, 03/14/2015, Guttenberg, Iowa
Timothy McCauley, Former Student, 12/01/2014, Des Moines, Iowa
Rachel Omvig, Former Student, 04/17/2016, Cedar Falls, Iowa
David Pitcher, Former Student, 11/26/2014, Mason City, Iowa
Barbara (Stone) Powell, Former Student, 02/01/2016, Camanche, Iowa
Jeanne (Martin) Reynolds, Former Student, 04/28/2015, Hot Springs National Park, Ark.
Lucile Roberts, Friend of UIU, 01/24/2016, Bella Vista, Ark.
Elizabeth (Jacob) Schaer, Former Student, 04/01/2015, Elgin, Iowa
Esther (Blount) Schott, Former Student, 11/16/2015, Hopkinton, Iowa
Roselyn (Bohr) Shimek, Former Student, 12/19/2015, Cresco, Iowa
James Stella, Former Student, 07/07/2015, Oelwein, Iowa
Shirley (Mosher) Sturges, Former Student, 12/30/2015, Rockwell, Iowa
Matthew Thompson, Former Student, 04/06/2015, Des Moines, Iowa



Alumni 2016–17 Calendar of Events

September – TBD
Fort Leavenworth Alumni Social

Kansas City, Kan.

September 9–10
California Alumni Socials

California

August 11–21

UIU at the Iowa State Fair

Des Moines, Iowa

August 5–6
Quad Cities Alumni Social and 
Alumni Night at the Ballpark

 Davenport, Iowa

July 30 
Minneapolis Alumni Mixer

Minneapolis, Minn.

August 19
VIP (Very Important

Peacocks) Party
Fayette, Iowa

September 10
Wrestling Golf Outing

Fayette, Iowa

October 6–8
Homecoming '16

Fayette, Iowa

July 24 – 30
RAGBRAI – Team Peacock
Glenwood, Iowa, to Muscatine, Iowa

August 25
Alumni Night at the Ballpark

Cedar Rapids, Iowa

August – TBD
Fall Peacock Preview Party

Cedar Falls/Waterloo, Iowa

September – TBD
Men's Soccer Alumni Matches

Northern California

August 26–27
Alumni Social and  

Alumni Night at the Ballpark 
Des Moines, Iowa

October 22
Colorado Alumni 

Social
Denver, Colo.

October 22
Texas Alumni 

Social
Dallas, Texas

October – TBD
Winter Peacock 
Preview Party
Cedar Rapids, Iowa

November 4–5
Wisconsin Alumni 

Socials
Milwaukee & Madison, Wis. 

November 17–21 
Florida Alumni 

Socials
Locations TBD

December 10
Theme Party! Ugly Sweater 

Alumni Social
Chicago, Ill.

January 20–21, 2017
Arizona Alumni Socials

Arizona

January 28, 2017
Tri-State Alumni Chapter Meeting & Social

Tidewater/Hampton Roads, Va.   

September 10
Educator Appreciation Day 

Fayette, Iowa

For more info or to RSVP for any of these events, visit uiu.edu/alumni/events or call 563-425-5388.

November 11  
Veterans Day Challenge

November 29
#GivingTuesday 

Social Media challenges



CW

605 Washington St.

P.O. Box 1857

Fayette, IA 52142

The post office charges Upper Iowa University 57 cents for each change of address returned to us. You can help eliminate unnecessary expenses by giving us your 

new address before you move. Parents, if your son or daughter no longer maintains a permanent address at home, please notify the Institutional Advancement & 

Alumni Development Office. Call 800-553-4150, ext. 5388, or email alumni@uiu.edu. Thank you.  

We want to hear from you! Tweet, hashtag, and like our Facebook page so we can see what you have to say about UIU!

What is your favorite memory of Colgrove-Walker?
Pam Whitmore ’65, Buckingham, Iowa: “That was the new 

building on campus when I was at UIU in the ‘60s. Everything 

happened there – classes, dining, plays, hootenannies dances. 

That was quite a place – lots of memories!”

 

Raymond J. Holder Jr. ’78, Cedar Rapids, Iowa:  “In addition 

to the theatrical performances, CW is where I met my first wife 

and the mother of my children. It's where I took many classes 

and learned Dr. William Wilcox had cancer. I followed him around 

from class to class the last year of his life so that I could complete 

my philosophy/religion major under him.”  In the photo above, 

Raymond (center) is pictured with Firmo Lopez ’78,  Fairfax, 

Va.(right) and an unidentified military student. The photo was 

taken outside CW at 11 a.m. on Veterans Day 1977.

Martha Fletcher ’81, Independence, Iowa:  “The ghost of Zinita.”

Peter McNally ’83, Boyds, MD:  “Working or should say  

playing with the kids in the early childhood center. Or it could  

be the military ball.”

Janie Jones ’84, Rockwell, Iowa:  “Took all my courses, except 

art, in there. Worked in daycare with Kandy Kuster. Having a blast 

doing children's plays and the many dances! So many memories 

in one building.”

Gina Pitz ’85, Platteville, WI:   “Theatre, hypnotist and lots of 

dancing, i.e., ‘50s dance and THE WORM!”

Kris Andrews- Martin ’94, Independence, Iowa:   

“Psych with Ted.” 

Jen Frieden ’97, West Union, Iowa:  “My first memories are of 

going to plays while still in high school (I remember particularly 

Ibsen's A Doll's House with Mike Ellis.) Then as a student: from 

the hours in the commuter lounge (especially on snow days), 

to Doc's classes, to late nights and long days working on The 

Collegian! So many of my UIU memories happened in CW!”

Nick Thumma ’03, Dubuque, Iowa:  “Choir, Band, Renaissance 

Festival, and musicals on the stage!”

Cody Jones ’09, Batavia, Iowa:  “Back in 2006, some students 

discovered how to access the building after hours and threw a 

party in the commuter lounge. I think they let a skunk into the 

building as well. I heard great things about the party and the 

skunk in CW.”

Kari Yauk ’11, Fayette, Iowa:  “Wonderful theatrical 

performances! Remember Annette Butikofer, Kimberly Diane 

Ekes and Brad Comer (and several others) very well! Bonnie 

Johansen-Werner – cannot thank you enough for all your work 

with music at UIU!”

Kimberly Diane Ekes, Oskaloosa, Iowa:  “I was in theater group 

and a member of Alpha Psi Omega. I likely spent more time in 

that building than any other... and haven't the time to list the 

memories in CW. The plays and musicals, filming Hamlet, the 

concerts, renaissance dinners, and oh so many gatherings, cast 

parties and late-night talks!”

Non-Profit Organization
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