CELEBRATE!

Message from the President

‘Transforming UIU’
Homecoming 2014 was a landmark event for Upper Iowa University — the end of the first-ever
UIU capital campaign, which exceeded its $25 million goal.
The silent phase of the 10-year initiative raised nearly $15 million before the campaign went
public in 2011. The total campaign set and met funding goals of $18.1 million for capital
projects, $3.4 million for the University’s endowment; $1.6 million for special projects and
$1.9 million for the annual fund.
True to the campaign theme, the results did transform Upper Iowa with an outstanding football stadium,
academic and residential facility upgrades; funding for academic programs; enhanced living environments for
students; and expanded scholarship availability universitywide. The campaign coincided with the University’s
largest construction campaign and expansion of its community-based education locations.
The announcement of reaching our campaign goal occurred at this year’s President’s Ball, during which
Trustee Betty Firth expressed the University’s heartfelt appreciation, and Head Coach Tony Morris led our new
Peacock cheerleaders in victory chants. I can only echo their enthusiasm and thank you all for your outstanding
generosity. I invite you to enjoy a photo spread of this event and other Homecoming celebrations on pages 5
through 8 of The Bridge.
This issue of The Bridge also brings you the stories of three members of the UIU family who we all can celebrate
and honor as excellent representatives of our University.
Susan Angeline Collins, the first African-American student on the Fayette campus in the 1880s, became a
missionary to Africa, returning again and again to help communities. We are pleased to share stories from the
new book about this cherished alum, written by Fayette native Jan Van Buren.
Former professor Dave Mitchell not only won a Pulitzer for his work in journalism, but recently received the
Eugene Cervi Award for his outstanding career in public service through community journalism.
Selena Davant, who graduated in 2012, is already turning heads by receiving the highest recognition from
Adweek, the Isaac+ Award. Her sustainable design project could help communities stay plugged in.
We are proud of each and every member of the Peacock family, and we appreciate that many of you credit UIU
with getting you started. We want to share your story too. Please keep us updated about your life celebrations.
Help us share with the world that at UIU we change lives, one student at a time.
Until next time, keep on doing great things for UIU and for the world! HOOAH!

William R. Duffy II, Ed.D., Ed.S.
President
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Front Cover: Upper Iowa University celebrated a spectacular
Homecoming in 2014, including the President's Ball, Hall of Fame
banquet, parade, football game and so much more. To wrap up the
weekends events and celebrate reaching our $25 million capital
campaign goal, fireworks were launched over Harms-Eischeid
Stadium, as shown on the front cover. To see more photos from
Homecoming 2014, go to page 5.

View great videos and keep up-to-date
on what's happening around UIU!

YouTube.com/upperiowauniversity

UIU NEWS BRIEFS
More information about these headline stories and others can be found online at uiu.edu. Additional photos can be viewed on Flickr.com.

UIU is Home Base Iowa CHAMP

Iowa Gov. Terry E. Branstad and Lt. Gov. Kim
Reynolds announced a new educational
element of the Home Base Iowa program, the
Certified Higher Academic Military Partner
(CHAMP) program, which certifies colleges and universities for their ability to
educate and assist veterans on campus. UIU was recognized as one of three Iowa
schools first to be CHAMP-certified as “veteran friendly.”The other two are Mount
Mercy University and Des Moines Area Community College.

UIU makes Tier 1

UIU is listed among the Tier 1 schools in “Best Colleges — Regional Universities
Midwest” in the U.S. News & World Report 2015 “Best Colleges” rankings released
in September.

Military-Friendly rankings renewed

UIU has been named once again as a top military-friendly school by
both Military Advanced Education (MAE) and militaryfriendly.com
(formerly known as G.I. Jobs). UIU has made both lists since they
were created by the publications.

RN-BSN program ranked

institutions that offer athletic training degree programs.

9 join faculty

UIU welcomed the following to the faculty this fall:
• NiCole Dennler, instructor of communication
• Dr. Evan Eakins, assistant professor of mathematics
• Dr. Matthew Foy, assistant professor of communication
• Laura K. Huinker, lecturer in marketing
• Tiffany J. Kragner, assistant professor of criminal justice
• Dr. John M. Marks Jr., assistant professor of criminal justice
• Dr. Meghan W. Mettler, assistant professor of history
• Jay W. Raabe, instructor of graphic design
• Steven T. Syrmopoulos, associate professor of finance

Largest Fayette enrollment in 45 years

With the official “Census Day” count on September 9, Upper Iowa University
confirmed that 1,058 students were enrolled on the Fayette campus, the highest
number in 45 years.

2014 Alumni Awards presented

During Homecoming weekend, UIU presented the 2014 Alumni Awards. Recipients
are as follows:

Upper Iowa University has made the inaugural
College Choice online bachelor of science in nursing
program rankings. Upper Iowa was recognized for
its affordability, quality of education, academic
reputation and engaging methods of teaching
employed in the University’s RN-to-BSN online program.

Online program ranked

The UIU Online Program made the College Choice “Best Online Colleges” list.
Upper Iowa was recognized for its academic
reputation, number of online degrees offered,
affordability, scholarly quality of the professors
teaching online courses, engaging methods of
teaching, technological resources and awards won by
the online program.

Athletic Training accredited through 2024

The UIU Athletic Training Program received continuing accreditation through
2023-24 from the Commission on Accreditation of Athletic Training Education
(CAATE), the official body that provides comprehensive accreditation services to
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Robert Betz ’89, Service to Country
Award

Dr. William J. Daniels ’62, Professional
Accomplishment Award

Sabrina Schmitt ’00, Service to
University Award

David Wenger ’06, Emerging Alumni
Award

Edith Sieg-Reed ’08, Service to Community Award recipient, was unable to attend.

Madison Center relocates to Madison College West

UIU-Madison relocated from Hammersley Road to Madison College West, at
the corner of Gammon and Mineral Point roads. The move is designed to help
strengthen UIU’s partnership with the Madison College, and to better serve
students with larger, more up-to-date classrooms and facilities in a very
convenient location in Madison.

At the airport

Students from the Hong Kong center recently visited the Hong Kong
International Airport, including a guided tour of the Airport Authority and a visit
to Cathay Pacific City. The experience included a visit to the first aircraft flown by
Cathay Pacific.

Chinese Art

Students of Diane Huntoon’s “Introduction to Art” class hosted an Art Talk at the
Hong Kong center, presenting their own art and introducing works of some famous
Chinese artists to the audience. The class plans to repeat the successful event.

Bookmark this link
and keep up-to-date
with Bridge Online
!

Bridge Online enhances alumni experience
What if you could read up-to-date, human-interest stories about
fellow Upper Iowa University alumni more than twice a year?
Introducing the new Bridge Online, an online companion to your favorite biannual alumni magazine, The Bridge. Bridge Online
showcases UIU alumni, students, faculty and staff from around the globe with special features including those found in the
printed magazine, as well as special human-interest stories unique to the online version.
From this site, you can link to digital copies of The Bridge in the Archive section, read special features about alumni from your
particular School and catch up on the latest Upper Iowa news. We have so many great Peacock Nation stories, we needed to
find a way to share them with you!

uiubridge.com

Follow Bridge Online at
and be sure to sign up for email updates! If you have a story
you’d like to share, contact the Office of Communications and Marketing at ocm@uiu.edu or Rachel Lewey, editorial services
director, at 563-425-5326 or leweyr@uiu.edu.
Check us out online to access the unique Bridge Online content for this issue:
• Editor’s Choice: Julien Nougarou interns with
• Video of Selena Davant ’12 and Alan Shpakovski
Perrin Paris in Vietnam
working on their invention — ‘Tree of Life’
• In the Spotlight feature: Chris Martinez carries on
UIU tradition

• A highlight reel from Homecoming 2014!
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Siblik’s River Weaving installation gives voice to the viewer
Twenty years before his first river weaving installation, John

does not necessarily include painting on a canvas sitting in your

Siblik sat in an off-loom weaving class at Northern Illinois

studio or, as the impressionists did, in plain air,” said Siblik.

University-DeKalb dreaming up something unique — an idea for
a conceptual weave. His professor at the time encouraged him to
see it through.

Siblik says he likes giving the audience a voice in defining the
work. Some people have said his sculptures look like stitches
on the water. For Siblik, that vision seems fitting. The I&M is a

Fast forward to 2006. Siblik, who was an associate professor

man-made canal dug by hand in the 1830s. When he was a kid

of art at Upper Iowa University, was laid up with a back injury

growing up in nearby Lemont, no one ever went near the I&M

for two weeks. He finally had the time to take the project from

due to pollution. “Talking to some local people, they can recall

concept to completion. That summer, he installed his first River

one Christmas in the 1960s or 70s when the canal was on fire,”

Weaving installation on Otter Creek near Elgin, Iowa, for Take A

said Siblik. “When someone says these (elements) are like a stitch,

Kid Outdoors (TAKO), an organization dedicated to providing

to me it’s like ‘River Weaving’ is a part of the healing process of

immersive outdoor experiences for children. “River Weaving”

this waterway as it is transformed back to a more natural stream.

became popular in Iowa. As a result, Siblik was invited to install

Hopefully, it can be an element of this community that can be

the exhibit five different times, and received a grant from the

enjoyed.”

Iowa Arts Council in 2008, along with having “River Weaving” at
the Des Moines Art Center.

In some ways, it already is. As Siblik and friends installed “River
Weaving” in June, he saw children catching crawfish and playing

For his sixth installation, the current dean of the School of Liberal

near the canal. His 14-year-old daughter Piper, caught a large-

Arts returned to his home state of Illinois this past summer at

mouth bass with her bare hands when she was helping with the

the invitation of John Lustig, director of the Illinois State Art

installation this summer.

Museum. Employing the help of his family, friends, students
and others, Siblik constructed 101 elements for a quarter-mile
stretch of the Illinois & Michigan (I&M) Canal in Lockport.
He scavenged many river banks and areas around Fayette and
the Volga State Recreation area for willow branches to build
the 6-foot by 3-foot structures he calls elements. Each element
contains 12 pieces of willow secured together by willow loops,
screws and wire.
“I like to think of myself as a landscape painter who is finding
ways to work with the landscape in the 21st century, and that
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“River Weaving” on the I&M Canal has received national
coverage, first with the Chicago Tribune and stretching across the
country. For a video presentation of “River Weaving” by Siblik,
check out the Bridge Online at uiubridge.com.

Homecoming weekend started with a flourish at the black-tie President’s Ball and ended with a bang — literally — as fireworks
celebrated the successful completion of the University’s $25 million capital campaign and the Peacock’s 31-25 victory over the
Vikings of Augustana College.
Festivities included class reunions; the pep rally and coronation; the homecoming parade; soccer, volleyball and football
games; alumni honors; student research project showcase featuring the School of Science and Mathematics, and the 2014 Hall
of Fame Banquet. Alumni artists were featured in the alumni art show at the Bing Davis Gallery. Mark your calendars now for
Homecoming 2015 on October 10 and for the President's Ball on October 9.

The Bridge – Winter 2015
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To access all photos taken during Homecoming 2014, please visit uiu.edu/homecomingphotos.
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$25 million? Done!

During Homecoming, Upper Iowa
University announced completion
of its first-ever capital campaign,
“Transforming UIU.” More than $25
million has been raised to exceed the
goal of the 10-year initiative.
“We are very grateful to our alumni
and friends for their generous support
of UIU throughout this campaign,”
said UIU President William R. Duffy
II, Ed.D., Ed. S. “We are especially
pleased that the campaign helped
expand our endowed scholarships
for students and helped to steadily
increase participation in our annual
fund. As a University, we are
committed to changing students’
lives one student at a time, and that
takes resources. We are already
in the planning stages to launch a
comprehensive campaign soon, and
will continue short-term fundraising
initiatives to support our continuing
mission.”
The public phase of the capital
campaign was launched in May 2011
after nearly $15 million was raised
through the campaign's silent phase.
The silent phase included construction
of the Andres Center for Business
and Education, and other campus
improvements.
More information about the capital
campaign is available on the web at
uiu.edu/transforming-uiu.
8 The Bridge – Winter 2015

Military and Veterans Service Center formed at UIU

U

pper Iowa University is creating a Military and

designed for the occasion. All 97 available jerseys were

Veterans Service Center (MVSC) that will serve Fayette

auctioned to raise $5,000 for the MVSC fund. In November,

Campus students face to face, and provide online services to

alumni were asked to support a “flash fund drive” in honor of

military students around the world.

Veterans Day with gifts to support the MVSC fund. The drive

A fundraising effort has been launched to convert part of
Garbee Hall into the MVSC, which will include a relaxing

netted more than $2,715 in five days and more than $1,000 in
pledges over the next year.

physical space for veterans and military-affiliated students
for studying and networking with their peers. Assistance will
also be available to students who need help navigating the
resources of the University. Another key goal of the MVSC
is to be the primary point of contact for high school students
and military members seeking information about higher
education opportunities at Upper Iowa University. The online
MVSC will provide access to services and resources for nonFayette students.
“Since the Civil War, UIU has proudly supported the U.S.
military and has been committed to meeting the needs of
the active soldier as well as the needs of the Total Military
Family. In 2013, we announced our continued commitment
to those who serve by establishing the Military Family Fund.

David Miller, director of athletics, hands a check to President Duffy in honor of the MVSC fund.

Since then, we awarded two scholarships, and we have raised
$65,000 to secure that endowment into the future,” said UIU
President William R. Duffy II. “The MVSC is another step
to demonstrate our commitment to those who have served
by establishing a ‘one-stop-shop’ to support military men
and women. The MVSC recognizes their sacrifices and their
needs, and assists them to achieve both their educational and
career goals by providing a quiet and relaxing space, where

The MVSC recognizes their sacrifices
and their needs, and assists them to
achieve both their educational and
career goals... and find the help and
support they need.

they can study, hang out, meet with other students and find
the help and support they need.”

Give online to the fund at http://givetouiu.org/veterans. For

Two fund-raising events have already begun to build

more information about the MVSC, contact Josem Diaz,

the MVSC fund. In October, UIU conducted Military

executive director for advancement services, at 563-425-5231

Appreciation Day in conjunction with the Peacock football

or diazj93@uiu.edu.

team’s home game against Winona State University. The
UIU football team played the game in special “camo” jerseys
The Bridge – Winter 2015
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CFO finds ‘good bones’
N

ew Upper Iowa Chief Financial Officer Leslie Anderson
freely admits that she’s an “addict.”

“I have a horrible addiction to working. I eat, live and breathe
work,” laughs Anderson. “I am a person who likes challenge
always. I like to fix things.”
Anderson believes the challenges at UIU and the scope of
the University’s commitment to students will satisfy her
addiction to work for some time to come.
“The biggest draw for me to come to UIU was its diversity.
Not just of students, but of staff and faculty who have
followed different paths to come here, as well as the broad
diversity of the UIU products and services,” Anderson says.
“UIU is innovative, forward-thinking, embraces change and
understands the necessity of serving students wherever they
are, on their terms. There’s good bones here. UIU has a solid
structure on which we can build the University’s successful
future.”
Anderson is accustomed to working hard to achieve goals.
That’s been the key to her own life. “When I was a child, I
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to build on at UIU
wanted to be a math teacher, and education meant something

“I realize that I need to ensure trust in the financial process,

to me, so I tried community college. I had a great accounting

the budget and in my department at UIU,” she continues.

professor who inspired me to try the accounting 2+2

“Financial strength of the University is the priority, but

program through Black Hawk College and Western Illinois

ensuring trust and faith in the business office and our

University. While raising a family, I paid my own way to

processes is extremely important. I pride myself on my

college. I stayed focused and committed to my education, and

integrity, being open and honest, and communicating clearly

I earned my degree going to college full time at night. That

until the material is understood. I know, and my people

has made the difference in my life.”

know, that everything we do in the business office has an

After graduation, Anderson tried the “public accounting
route” and earned her CPA. With two children, she didn’t
appreciate the constant travel, so she took a job at Eagle

impact on everybody at UIU. I have a lot of good people
who want to do the right thing. We will hold ourselves
accountable.”

Foods as an accountant until that company filed for

Anderson, who was introduced to the online world of higher

bankruptcy. She then went to John Deere Health as a senior

education when she began working on her Ph.D., wants

business analyst, which was her stepping stone to working in

to stay in the service industry, preferably education, as she

finance. When that part of the company was sold, she went to

pursues her career.

work for a collections agency.
“I hated it. It was the worst job of my life,” Anderson says.
“I left there to work at Black Hawk College, and I was
really excited because I grew up down the street; I attended
College for Kids there; I learned to ride my bike in the
parking lot; and there were a lot of exciting things happening
at Black Hawk, with new buildings and new technology.
But after a while, I was ready for a new challenge that was
more expansive, more financial and administrative, more
operational.”
The challenge was CFO at UIU after serving almost eight
years at Black Hawk — first as manager of accounting
services, then director of accounting services, and ultimately

While raising a family, I paid my own
way to college. I stayed focused and
committed to my education, and I
earned my degree going to college
full time at night. That has made the
difference in my life.
“I am a huge proponent of education. I take classes for fun.
It’s my hobby,” she explains. “My own children know they
will go to college. No question. And that’s exciting for me as a
parent, that they have that expectation.”

as chief financial officer and vice president for finance and

Anderson’s daughter is currently a junior, majoring in

board treasurer.

accounting at Augustana College in Rock Island, Ill. Her son

“I was impressed from the minute I came to campus in

will become a UIU student in fall 2015.

Fayette,” she says. “Everyone was so friendly, so student-

“Education is a game changer,” Anderson adds. “When I

focused. I was impressed by the hiring process and with

taught accounting classes at Black Hawk, I could see lives

the amazing turnout at the forum that I addressed. I was

change. I loved knowing I helped someone when I saw my

impressed with how many people at UIU care.”

students graduate. I look forward to seeing students succeed
at UIU.”
The Bridge – Winter 2015
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Selena Davant '12 helps create the...

P

icture yourself walking down a street in your favorite
city. You cast a worried glance down at your phone at
the sound of a sad little beep. What! Only
2 percent battery left! How could this happen?
What are you going to do? Where, in this gigantic
city, are you going to charge your phone so you can keep
Instagramming your vacation? It is imperative that you are
able to take selfies to let everyone know how much fun you are
having!
Up ahead you see a strange, yet amazing-looking tree.
“What is that?” you wonder. As you get closer, you see a couple
of people sitting and talking… and, charging their phones!
Eureka! It’s a technology oasis in an electrical outlet desert.
Someday very soon the “Tree of Life” will be a reality, thanks
to Upper Iowa University alumna Selena Davant ’12 and fellow
Academy of Art University graduate student Alan Shpakovski.
The team’s invention and design earned them first-place gold
in Adweek’s first-ever Isaac+ student competition as part of its
annual Project Isaac Awards. The Project Isaac Awards search
for great inventive projects around the globe. In its inaugural
Isaac+ competition, Davant and Shpakovski’s Tree of Life was
chosen out of 37 entries.

Matt Powell, chief information officer of Adweek, said
“What I liked about the Tree of Life was that it felt like it was
trying to come from a place of purpose, of getting people to
think differently about energy conservation, and it was doing it
in a way that was going to add inspiration and excitement and
the creative energy to the cities where it will be placed.”
Davant, who will graduate with a master’s degree in advertising
art direction in May 2015 from the San Francisco-based
Academy, spent last summer with Shpakovski in New York
City. The pair worked with KBS+, the co-sponsor of the Isaac+
awards, at its in-house “maker lab” turning their dream into
a reality.
Davant and Shpakovski were hands-on in the lab, working
through the design to creation process. “We built one leaf
out of plywood, as well as a small-scale mock-up of the Tree
of Life out of wire and clay,” said Davant. “Another scaled
version was printed in 3-D, and finally we programmed the
touch sensors for the half-section of trunk we built. The trunk
is sensitive to touch; if someone touches it, it will change
color. This is one of the unexpected features of the tree.”
12 The Bridge – Winter 2015

									

‘Tree of Life’
she knows it was the right one.
“The three best years of my life were at Upper Iowa,” she said.
“I’m very glad I experienced life in the Midwest. I learned a
lot about the cultural diversity present in the United States
from going to Upper Iowa. I met people from Illinois,
Florida, Virginia, California, Asia, Thailand and Africa. I also
learned the fundamentals of the United States from living in
Fayette.”
Davant was active on campus and was a member of the
Beta Theta Omega sorority. After graduation, she moved to
San Francisco to attend the Academy. Once she earns her
master’s, Davant will move to New York City, where she plans
to work in the entertainment industry and pursue the Tree of
Life project.

A second leaf and another cross-section of the trunk were
built by SFDS, a Brooklyn-based fabrication and design
company. Now, Davant and Shpakovski are tasked with the
job of finding funding to construct the entire tree.
Using solar energy, Davant’s vision for the Tree of Life not
only would create a place to charge phones or tablets on the
fly, but much more. “There is so much potential with the
tree,” she said. “It could create heat or water or whatever is
needed — all by using the sun.
“We are blending science, technology, biomimicry and art
together. We want the tree to be as organic as possible.”
Each leaf on the tree is a solar cell that turns into a power
station in an effort to make green energy more omnipresent
in everyday life. While building the tree, Davant and
Shpakovski researched solar energy, the best material to
construct the tree and possible vendors to build trees once
they are ready for production. They also learned to program
the tree to perform its amazing feats.
Davant, who grew up in French Guiana and later moved
to France, found Upper Iowa University working through
an agency that connects French college students with
universities in the United States. Based on what major she
wanted, which was communications, Davant narrowed down
a list to 10 schools. She chose Upper Iowa because it was in
the middle of the country and, looking back on that decision,

“Working on the tree was an intense experience,” she
laughed. “But living in New York for those three months
really changed my vision of life. New York is full of
interesting people and artistic
people. I like being a young
entrepreneur, and I feel that
I can work and focus on the
next step to making the Tree
of Life a reality.”
To watch the video of Davant
and Shpakovski in action as
they work on the Tree of Life
in the KBS+ lab, go to
uiubridge.com.
Selena's partner in designing the ‘Tree of Life’
Alan Shpakovski, reviews his work.

Selena in psychology class at Upper Iowa University.
The Bridge – Winter 2015
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Former professor and Pulitzer winner
Dave Mitchell’s once dark brown hair is now gray and
perhaps a little thinner on top. The bemused expression of a
young college professor has been replaced by a look that leads
you to think he knows a thing or two. One thing, however,
has not changed — his affinity for a good pipe.
With over 35 years in the newspaper business — an
amalgamation of late nights, long-running legal battles and
covering the goings-on in a small California community —
Mitchell was recently honored with the Eugene Cervi Award
by the International Society of Weekly Newspaper Editors
(ISWNE) for his outstanding career of public service through
community journalism, while adhering to the highest
standards of the craft.
Mitchell taught at Upper Iowa University from 1968 to
1970, covering courses such as English, world literature
and journalism, and was the advisor for The Collegian. In
the wake of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, race was a major
issue on the political front. Mitchell, who is from the West
Coast, had previously taken a temporary teaching position
at Leesburg High School in Florida. At the time, it and many
other schools in the state remained mostly segregated. At
Upper Iowa, he found something that seemed a world
away from the chaos in which the rest of the country was
embroiled.
“Upper Iowa was going out of its way to include AfricanAmericans in the student body,” said Mitchell. “One
outgrowth of Upper Iowa’s
enlightened attitude was the creation
of a black student union called The
Brotherhood. Another result was an
impressive ‘Black Night’ variety show
in February 1969 as well as a visit by
civil rights leader, Julian Bond.”

Mitchell was recently honored with the
Eugene Cervi Award by the International
Society of Weekly Newspaper Editors (ISWNE)
for his outstanding career of public service
through community journalism, while adhering
to the highest standards of the craft.

While in Leesburg, Mitchell had
taken part in a drive to register
black voters in an effort to unseat
a violently racist county sheriff.
Although they lost the election,
it was his work in the civil rights
movement that at least in part led
Upper Iowa’s administration to name Mitchell the faculty
advisor to The Brotherhood.
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David Mitchell wins editors’ top award
“On my father’s side, my family for generations had been
unhappy with the wrongs done to blacks in the United
States,” he said. “My great-grandfather Luke Parsons was
an abolitionist and a member of John Brown’s army. When
the Civil War broke out, he joined the 6th Kansas Cavalry
and commanded a Union regiment of Native Americans.
An uncle, Samuel Dexter Houston, was also active in the
fight against slavery, both before and during the war. Racial
injustice likewise upset my mother, an immigrant from
Canada, and my father, so it was often discussed in our home.

reporter for the Nonpareil. Holding a bachelor’s degree
in English and master’s degree in communications with a
specialty in print media, both from Stanford, he felt that
while he was
definitely using his
undergrad courses
at Upper Iowa, he
might do better
working in his
graduate field.

“Living in the segregated South, however, was a revelation
for me. Until I worked in Florida, I hadn’t realized just how
ubiquitous the brutalities of racism still were.”

They later moved
to the Sonora,
Calif., area where
Mitchell covered
Tuolumne County
government for
the daily newspaper there. Beginning in 1973, he edited the
weekly Sebastopol Times in Sonoma County, Calif., where
Cathy was the paper’s feature editor.

In 1980, Mitchell published a
book, The Light on Synanon:
How a Country Weekly Exposed
a Corporate Cult, which was then
made into a two-hour movie for
CBS, Attack on Fear.
Mitchell said his fondest memories of his UIU days were
hashing over books and writers with fellow faculty members
Lou Wolff, Bob Schenck and Gary Jones, with whom he
shared an office. They each brought a slightly different
perspective to the discussion.
“Some of my best times with students often occurred when
each issue of The Collegian came out, and we could admire
our handiwork,” he said. “On occasion, however, we cursed
it. I remember when a new coach told a student reporter that
Fayette ‘seems to be thinking progressively.’ Unfortunately,
the coach had a bit of a lisp, and the student heard, ‘sinking
progressively,’ so that’s what appeared in print. The coach was
not pleased.”
After two years at Upper Iowa, Mitchell and his wife, Cathy,
who worked in the public information office at UIU while
they lived in Fayette, left Upper Iowa University for the
Council Bluffs area. Mitchell took a position there as a

The couple bought The Point Reyes Light in 1975 and together
owned it for six years. In 1979, The Light won the Pulitzer
gold medal for Meritorious Public Service for an exposé
of Synanon Incorporated, a onetime drug-rehabilitation
program that changed its name to the Church of Synanon
and evolved into a violent cult.
The Light began reporting on Synanon, which was
headquartered in the nearby town of Marshall, in early 1978
as brutal incidents involving followers began coming to the
newspaper’s attention. At the height of the violence, Synanon
members tried to kill Los Angeles attorney Paul Morantz
by placing a rattlesnake in his mailbox. Morantz survived
being bitten and, in a subsequent article, Mitchell revealed
that Synanon founder Charles Dederich had been calling for
an attack on Morantz, who three weeks earlier had won a
$300,000 judgment against the cult.
The night Dederich was arrested on murder charges, an
armed sheriff ’s deputy slept at the Mitchell residence.
In 1980, Mitchell published a book, The Light on Synanon:
How a Country Weekly Exposed a Corporate Cult, which was
then made into a two-hour movie for CBS, Attack on Fear.
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Synanon lawyers filed six libel suits against the Mitchells
asking for a total of $1.032 billion. Ultimately, an out-ofcourt settlement was reached — with Synanon paying the
Mitchells $100,000.
“Throughout our exposé of violence and other criminal
activity by Synanon, our focus was always getting government,
especially the criminal justice system, to intervene,” said
Mitchell. “It took so long to happen, however, that for a while
I despaired of our efforts ever succeeding. However, when
Synanon tried to murder (Morantz), the crime was so bizarre
that law enforcement finally had to take notice.”
At the end of 2013, Tomales Regional History Center
published The Light on the Coast: 65 Years of News Big and
Small as Reported in The Point Reyes Light, written mostly by
Mitchell. A few months later, ISWNE invited him to speak
about the book at its annual conference held in
Durango, Colo., this past summer.
Several days before Mitchell was scheduled to leave his
home in Point Reyes Station for the conference, the ISWNE
executive director called to make sure he would be there.
“(He told me) I would be receiving the Eugene Cervi Award,”
said Mitchell. “That was astonishing news because it is the
highest international award in the English-speaking world for
lifelong achievement as the editor of a weekly newspaper.”
“I had belonged to ISWNE for more than a dozen years but
had never attended an annual conference before and did not
know the other members. What I found was almost instant
camaraderie with 100 or so editors from all over the United
States and Canada, as well as from England, Scotland and
Australia. I was especially fascinated by the degree to which
editors everywhere wrestle with the same problems, ranging
from ethical dilemmas to covering major disasters.”
Mitchell and Cathy divorced in 1981, selling The Point
Reyes Light. He reported for two years for the San Francisco
Examiner, where he spent three months of 1982 in Central
America as part of a news team reporting on upheaval in the
region. Mitchell was assigned to El Salvador and Guatemala.
He returned in 1983 as a freelancer for The Examiner. Then,
on the last day of 1983, Mitchell reacquired The Light and
owned it until November 2005.
Mitchell will turn 71 in November. He is retired and
spends much of his time on wildlife photography and on
commentaries about the small towns of his area, which he
publishes in his blog SparselySageAndTimely.com.
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(He told me) I would be receiving
the Eugene Cervi Award,” said
Mitchell. “That was astonishing
news because it is the highest
international award in the Englishspeaking world for lifelong
achievement as the editor of a
weekly newspaper.

"

Fayette native Jan Van Buren pens book about
UIU’s first African-American female student.

L

ong before a friend suggested she write a book about
Susan Angeline Collins, a young Jan (Bennington)

Van Buren noticed a bluish twinkling high on the sanctuary
ceiling of the Methodist Episcopal Church in Fayette, Iowa.
Seated next to her mother, Mildred Bennington, for the
evening service, the inquisitive 8-year-old asked her mother
what it was.
“That’s Susan’s star,” she replied, “She was a missionary in
Africa.” Jan adored missionary work and hoped to be one
someday. In the meantime, questions about Susan filled her
head. Why did she go to Africa to be a missionary? Was it
dangerous for her? What did she do there?
“Now, over 60 years later, I am finding answers for many of
the questions I asked my mother that evening,” said Jan.
In 2005, just prior to her retirement from Texas A&M
University-Kingsville, Jan was back in Fayette visiting her
mother when a family friend,
Merle Sternberg, suggested a
worthy project for her. “She said
to me, ‘You need a project when
you retire, and I have the perfect
one. When I was a young girl,
there was a small black woman
who walked by our house to
Main Street. She pulled her
little grocery cart behind her.
My mother told me she was a
missionary in Africa. You need
to write about her. Her name
was Susie Collins,’” said Jan.
“I mulled our conversation
The Bridge – Winter 2015
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over numerous times until November 2008. It

It was customary in those days to ferry clothes to the laundry

was time to talk seriously with Merle about Susan

wrapped in newspapers. One day, while going about her

Angeline Collins.”

job, Susan noticed an advertisement for home and foreign

In the early 1850s, a settlement of African-American
people sprang up just a few miles north of Fayette in
Westfield Township. An old pioneer cemetery known
as Pleasant Hill Cemetery marks the general location

mission training in Chicago. She began correspondence
courses with the Chicago Training School and, in 1885,
sold her laundry business and moved to Chicago to attend
training full time.

of the community. In November 1865, Susan traveled

In 1887, the Rev. William Taylor, the first American

with her parents and siblings to this community. Her

missionary bishop of the Methodist Episcopal Church

father, Isaac Collins, had served in the Civil War in a

in Africa, recruited Susan to serve as a missionary there.

company formed in Wisconsin, enlisting in 1864. He

At 35 years old, she left to serve in the Congo near Banana

was mustered out at the end of the war. Isaac Collins

Point. After two years, she went to Angola, which was a

was born in North Carolina in 1808 and emancipated

Portuguese colony, beginning her service in Dondo. Living

in 1845. Susan’s mother, Sarah Ann Joiner Collins,

in Africa during this time, and under Bishop Taylor’s self-

was born in 1825 and emancipated in 1839. To their

sufficiency model, was difficult. Rev. Paine’s wife, Margaret

union, seven children were born, including Susan

Fletcher Kent Paine, often took up collections of food and

Angeline, who was their fourth daughter.

clothing items in Fayette to ship

After living in Westfield Township for about four
years near the long-gone village of Albany, Isaac
purchased 6.5 acres. A year later, he bought an
additional 10 acres.
As a young woman, Susan worked for the
Rev. Jason Paine family, with whom she developed
a special relationship. Jan can only suppose it was
Rev. Paine who encouraged Susan to attend Upper
Iowa University for Normal Training. She did so at

to Susan.

Jan can only suppose it was
Rev. Paine who encouraged Susan
to attend Upper Iowa University for
Normal Training. She did so at age
24, becoming the University’s first
African-American student.

the age of 24, becoming the University’s first AfricanAmerican student. In 1882, Susan moved herself
to the Dakota Territory. There, oral historians state
she took a claim, however, there is no record of that
occurring. It can be confirmed, however, that Susan
opened a laundry in Huron. After the death of her
stepmother, Susan’s father moved to Dakota Territory
to be looked after by his daughter. In 1884, he died
and was buried in Huron. Jan has tried several times
to locate his grave marker, but has been unable to
do so.

Susan, on one of her mission trips in Africa, is the adult pictured on the far right.

From 1889 to1900, in addition to her post at Luanda, Susan
served in Malange, before being placed in charge of a training
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school for girls in Canandua, which was relocated to Quessua

her 89th birthday. She is buried at Lima Cemetery, alongside

a year later. After nearly 13 years in Africa, Susan returned to

her mother, Sarah, sisters Martha Indiana Thompson and

America and was told that because of her age she would not

Maranda, who shares a headstone with brother William.

be able to serve as a missionary in Africa any longer.

In all, Jan said she has spent

She spent some time visiting friends in Fayette, but for the

over six years researching and

most of 1901, she was in California raising money to support

writing about the life and travels

a return trip to Africa. She found a friend in the Pacific

of Susan Angeline Collins.

Branch of the Women’s Foreign Missionary Society. At the

She is currently developing

age of 50 in 1902, Susan returned to Quessua and stayed for

a proposal to a publisher for

18 more years.

Susan Angeline Collins: Grace,

During that time, she bought a house in Fayette by sending

Gumption and Grit.

home a portion of her earnings to Rev. Paine. He, in turn,

Jan’s odyssey into Susan’s life

purchased the home and rented it out in her absence. It still

and travels has taken her many

stands today on the corner of State and Alexander streets in

places. From the archives and

Fayette.

dusty stacks of Henderson-

Throughout her years as a missionary, Susan was often alone
at the mission stations due to either the deaths or furloughs
of colleagues. In 1918, when her two fellow missionaries
returned to the United States on furlough, they left her to

Susan Collins, age 86, with the M.E
Church elders of Fayette, Iowa, in 1927.
The daughter of ex-slaves and free blacks
Isaac Collins and Sarah Ann Joiner, Susan
moved to the Lima/Albany/Fayette area.

Wilder Library on UIU’s Fayette campus to the trails and tall
grasses of Susan’s old stomping grounds of the former Albany
site and the Lima Church to Huron, South Dakota — much
time and careful research has gone into this detailed account.

supervise 65 girls and manage the Quessua school. The

“I have talked with the few members of the church who

school is still alive in spirit in Quessua today. After burning

remembered Susan, walked the land her father owned, and

down and surviving several civil conflicts, the school was

obtained her African thumb piano and its history,” said Jan.

rebuilt by the United Methodist Committee on Relief.

“Having a personal connection to the land, the community

In 1920, at the age of 69, Susan returned to the United States
for good and traveled to California. Arriving back in Fayette

and the church where Susan had spent many of her years
inspired me to learn all I can about her.

in October 1921, she lived with Rev. Paine’s wife until the

“Since I began my research in early 2009, Susan has been a

renter’s lease expired on her home. She was considered on

frequent companion in my thoughts and at the computer.

“home leave status” by the Women’s Foreign Missionary

Her many firsts and spirit of adventure will be an inspiration

Society until her official retirement in 1922.

to girls and women of any era as they read about her

Many Fayette residents like Merle Sternberg witnessed

amazing, yet humble life.”

Susan toting her grocery cart behind her from home to the
downtown area and back. Susan also stayed active in the
Methodist Episcopal Church in Fayette and Women’s Foreign
Missionary Society until her health deteriorated. In 1935,
Susan moved to the home of the Graham sisters (Julia Stepp
and Harriet Lewis), childhood friends, on a farm northeast
of Fayette until her death in 1940, just a few weeks short of
The Bridge – Winter 2015
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Back on track

UIU reinstates women’s indoor and outdoor track and field

U

pper Iowa University will reinstate the Peacock women’s
indoor and outdoor track and field programs, effective
in the 2015-16 academic year. In total, the Northern Sun
Intercollegiate Conference (NSIC) will have 15 members
competing in 2015-16, including Upper Iowa and the current
14 members. Nate Rucker, who led the women’s crosscountry through its first season in the NSIC and NCAA
Division II, will be the Peacock’s head women’s track and field
coach as well.
“Women’s track and field has a strong and positive history at
Upper Iowa University, and we are pleased to bring it back as
an option for current and future Peacock student-athletes,”
said President William R. Duffy II. “The caliber of studentathletes who compete in track and field will be an asset for
our University, and we look forward to these young women
becoming UIU leaders inside and outside of the classroom.”
Women’s indoor and outdoor track and field are the third
and fourth programs to be reinstated by the University since
UIU became Iowa's only NCAA Division II university. The
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Peacock women's tennis program returned in the 2006-07
season, and earned a NSIC Championship in 2008 and a
berth to the NCAA Regional in 2009. UIU’s women’s crosscountry returned to the course in fall 2014 and placed ahead
of three NSIC teams at its first NCAA DII Regional.
“The Peacock Athletics Department is proud to expand
its intercollegiate participation opportunities to deserving
student-athletes on behalf of Upper Iowa University,” said
David Miller, UIU director of athletics. “We look forward
to our women’s indoor and outdoor track and field teams
participating in our highly competitive conference and
providing them with a positive student-athlete experience
consistent with the philosophy of NCAA Division II.”
UIU suspended all of its cross-country, track and tennis
programs for men and women following the 2003-04
academic year as the University moved up to Division II.
“We are excited to be able to bring life back to the initiatives
of former Peacock leaders with this announcement,” Miller

ATHLETICS WRAP UP
added. “We have put together a five-year plan for full
implementation of the two track and field programs, and
the recruitment of 50 to 60 quality student-athletes to the
Fayette campus. We are excited to begin the development of
two more successful programs within the NSIC and NCAA
Division II.”
Historically, Upper Iowa University reorganized and
developed its track and field and cross-country programs
into a full-time part of UIU athletic programs in 1983
under leadership of then newly appointed Athletic Director
Don Butterbaugh. Previously, the University had relied on
student-athletes from other Peacock athletic programs to
compete in track and field and cross-country, rather than
recruiting student-athletes specifically for those programs.

46 Peacocks named to NSIC All-Academic Team

Forty-six Peacock student-athletes were named to the Northern Sun Conference
All-Academic Team for the 2014 fall athletic season. To be eligible, the studentathlete must be a member of the varsity traveling team and have a cumulative
grade point average of 3.2 or better. The athlete must have reached sophomore
athletic and academic standing at her/his institution (true freshmen, red-shirt
freshmen and ineligible athletic transfers are not eligible) and must have completed at least one full academic year at that institution. All four of Upper Iowa's
fall sports sponsored by the NSIC were represented on the team, including 14
from both the football and women’s soccer teams, 12 from volleyball and six
from women’s cross-country.

While slow to develop, the program grew. The Upper Iowa
women's track and field program has seen a number of
quality student-athletes compete for the Peacocks. The top
marks in its record book span more than 10 years of results
from competition as a member of the Iowa Intercollegiate
Athletic Conference (IIAC) and NCAA Division III.
Former track and field athletes include NCAA Division
III All-American Mary Streeter, who finished 7th at the
2003 NCAA DIII Outdoor Championships and 10th at the
2002 Championships, and was the runner-up twice at the
IIAC Championships in discus; Monica Patterson, who
claimed two IIAC Championships at 100 meters in 1994
and 1995, and qualified for the 1995 NCAA DIII Outdoor
Championships; and Michelle Van Sickle, who earned the
IIAC Championship at 400-meter hurdles in 1992.
Streeter holds two indoor records and two outdoor records,
while Patterson’s name appears on three in each season,
including two relay teams on the indoor track and one on the
outdoor track. Van Sickle is attached to 10 records in total
when it comes to the distance events; she is joined in those
distance records by Faith Wallowing Bull, who holds seven
between the two seasons. The final name that appears often is
that of Edna Cheung, who holds three records, including the
high hurdles, long jump and triple jump.

Football finishes 6-5

The Peacocks finished their 2014 season with a 6-5 overall record and a 2-5
mark in the NSIC South Division. Upper Iowa's 4-0 record against the NSIC
North Division, which included a win on the road at St. Cloud State University,
propelled the team to a second straight winning season for the first time since
1963 and 1964 when the team won six and eight games in consecutive years.
The half-dozen victories also included a Homecoming Weekend victory over
Augustana College as the team pushed its record to 5-0. A loss to Winona State
University at home came in between a pair of three-point losses on the road to
Southwest Minnesota State University and Concordia University, St. Paul in overtime. UIU earned its sixth win of the season in a victory over Wayne State College
on senior day, putting 59 points on the scoreboard at Harms-Eischeid Stadium.
The Peacocks closed out their season with losses on the road to the nationally
ranked University of Sioux Falls (#17) and Minnesota State University, Mankato
(#1). The six victories this season mark the 17th time a football team at UIU
has reached the six-win mark in the program’s 120-year football history. The
Peacocks, who have only had five winning seasons prior to 2013 since 1966’s
8-2 campaign, wrapped up just their 36th winning season in their history.
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Winter sports broadcast live on KCRG 9.2 and 9.3

Chris Smith closed out his historical career with 4,347 rushing
yards, including 1,144 this season and a program-best 45
rushing touchdowns in his four years. This season, Smith rushed
for 19 scores, the second highest mark all-time at Upper Iowa
behind Warren Pierce’s 20 in 1966.

During the fall, all five home Peacock football games aired on KCRG 9.2 in a
condensed half-hour time slot. Each UIU home basketball game and wrestling
match this winter will be broadcast by a crew made up of Upper Iowa students
from camera operators to board operators, as well as play-by-play and color
commentators who work through the Athletics Department.

Lucas Hefty, one of the best tight ends to play in the
Northern Sun, ended his four years in Peacock blue with 176
receptions, 2,213 yards and 23 touchdowns.

The majority of Peacocks’ winter home sporting events are being broadcast live
on KCRG 9.2 and 9.3 channels, an ABC affiliate that covers all of Eastern Iowa,
from its Cedar Rapids, Iowa, base. In addition, the Northern Sun Experience
show that has been airing on KCRG 9.2 will continue.

Peacock players set (and break) records

The NSIC coaches named a program-record 10 Peacocks to the All-NSIC South
Division Team with six players named to the first team, two to the Second Team
and two more to the Honorable Mention list. Six of the Peacocks were out of the
offensive huddle, while four were off the defensive side of the ball; seven seniors
and three juniors earned recognition. Seniors Casey Beck (LT), Derek Giesking
(WR), Lucas Hefty and Chris Smith join juniors Jevell Rollins (NG) and Alex Wahl
(LB) on the All-NSIC South Division First Team, while junior Tyler Fisher (LB)
and senior Chayz Holt (CB) line up on the All-NSIC South Division Second Team.
Seniors Cole Jaeschke (QB) and Javon Moore (CB) were among the 25 players
named All-NSIC South Division Honorable Mention.
Cole Jaeschke owns many records at Upper Iowa, but most
importantly in the categories of career passing yards (11,714
yards), career total offense (12,174 yards) and career passing
touchdowns (85). The Moorland, Iowa, native also now
holds the all-time records in the history of the Northern Sun
Conference for career passing yards and career total offense.
Derek Giesking set the new bar for career receptions at
Upper Iowa with 208 and a single-season record for receptions
with 93.

Shay Gutman finished his career with 196 receptions (second
all-time) and 2,826 receiving yards, the most all-time receiving
yards in Upper Iowa history. Both are in the top four all-time
among NSIC receivers in total receptions.
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Tim Rueb converted 40 of his 43 extra point attempts this
season and added seven field goals in 12 tries for 59 points.
The 40 made extra points is an Upper Iowa all-time high,
passing the old mark of 33 by Randy Welcher in 1966 and Larry
Nemmers in 1964. His seven field goals are the third-most alltime in a season for the Peacocks.
As a team, the Peacock offense broke the season scoring mark of 338 set by the
1966 team with 365 points this year. Thirteen different players put points on the
board throughout UIU’s 11 games. The team’s 49 touchdowns this season come
up just one shy of 1966’s record of 50, but the offense did set a new high mark for
passing yards in a season with 3,354, which broke 2012’s total of 3,149 yards.

Volleyball ties for 10th

Upper Iowa’s volleyball team posted a 12-16 mark overall and a 7-13 record
in Northern Sun Conference play to tie for 10th place in the nation’s premier
volleyball conference featuring four of the top 10 teams in the country year in
and year out. Upper Iowa rode the coattails of its big three all season: junior
Jenny Mundt and seniors Hailey Brown and Amanda Weiss. The NSIC coaches
named Mundt as an All-NSIC Second Team performer following her recordsetting season. The Utica, Minn., product surpassed the 1,000-kill milestone
in a five-set victory over Minnesota State University Moorhead in Fayette. She
became the first junior in program history and only the fourth player at UIU to
reach the 1,000-kill mark. With 1,059 kills in her three years, Mundt becomes
the single-season recordholder in kills with 439, the third-highest tally in the
conference and 22nd highest mark in the nation. Brown led the team from her
setter position with all-around efforts all season, posting nine triple-doubles
(assists-kills-digs). The Elroy, Wis., native dished up 625 assists, while knocking
down 253 kills and adding 307 digs and 50 blocks. Weiss left her mark on the
back line for UIU, registering the second-most career digs of all time. The West
Bend, Wis., product racked up 526 digs (4.74/set), which ranked fifth in the
conference.

Women’s soccer ties for third

Madie Edwards

The Peacocks closed out their 2014 campaign with an 11-7-1 overall record and
a 10-4-1 mark in the NSIC. Upper Iowa finished tied for third in the Northern
Sun, which marks the third consecutive year that Upper Iowa had a top-three
finish in the conference. UIU also reached the NSIC/US Bank Tournament
semifinals for the fourth straight year, but came up short in a 1-0 loss to #1
Mavericks of Minnesota State University, Mankato. The Peacocks bounced back
from a four-match skid to start the season that included the first two conference
contests by winning nine-straight NSIC matches. During the win streak, Upper
Iowa outscored its opponents 26-3, averaging nearly three goals per match.
The NSIC coaches tabbed four Peacocks as All-NSIC performers. Aimee Wronski
and Madie Edwards were named to the first team, while Jess Dickhaus garnered
second team honors and Kaitlyn Emanuel made the third team. Edwards was
also named to the Daktronics All-Central Region First Team after tying for the
team lead in goals scored with 10 this season; the junior added five assists
on the season with three game winners. Wronski also knocked in 10 goals
and handed out a team-high nine assists for 29 points this year. Dickhaus
spearheaded the defense and recorded two assists in front of Emanuel, a junior
goalkeeper. Emanuel allowed 17 goals, while registering 92 saves with six
shutouts and one shared shutout. UIU’s netminder from Byron, Minn., was also
selected to the Capital One Academic All-District Team. Three Peacocks were
named NSIC Players of the Week this season, thanks to big weeks from Emanuel,
Wronski and Dickhaus.

8 from men’s soccer named to All-MIAA

The men’s soccer team returned to the Mid-America Intercollegiate Athletic
Association Championships for the second straight year with a young team.
Upper Iowa’s season came to an end in a 2-1 loss to Northeastern State in the
MIAA Championship semifinals with a 10-7-2 record overall and a 6-5-1 mark

in conference play to place fourth in
the league. The conference coaches
selected a program-record eight
student-athletes to the All-MIAA
Soccer Team, including two on the
first team, one on the second and
five on the honorable mention list.
Leandro Pena and Ryan Pinkerton
were named to the first team, while
Johnny McBeth garnered second
team honors, and Connor Rortvedt,
Hugo Alves, Sebastian Smith, Rhys
Williams and Fausto Ordenana were
listed among the honorable mentions. Leandro Pena
Pena added a second Daktronics
All-Central Region Second Team honor after scoring six goals, including three
game winners, and adding an assist. McBeth and Pinkerton led the team in
goals with seven apiece, while Pinkerton and Williams tied for the team high in
assists with four. Williams, Smith, Alves and Ordenana all played stout defense
across the back line in front of Rortvedt, a freshman goalkeeper. UIU’s netminder
allowed 25 goals, while stopping 75 with a pair of shutouts and one shared
shutout. McBeth and Pena also earned UIU’s first and second MIAA Athlete of
the Week awards during the 2014 season. “We’re really excited to have eight
guys recognized as all conference players,” said Head Coach Jason Carlson. “It’s
a credit to the guys, and a testament to how hard they worked in the off-season
and brought that with them as we began this year.”

Cross-country battles injuries

The Peacock women’s cross-country team battled through
a season of injuries in just its second year back on campus
in Fayette. Upper Iowa placed 14th in the 15-team field
at the Northern Sun Conference Championships, led
by freshman Hallie Whitley, who ran her 6K in a time
of 24:23.34 to place 55th in Wayne, Neb. The team
returned to the same course two weeks later to compete
in the NCAA Division II regional event. The Peacocks
placed 26th out of 29 teams at the NCAA Central Region
Championships. This time it was sophomore Chandra
Smith who led the Upper Iowa on that day. Smith
placed 103rd with a time of 24:42.09, which marked an
improvement of 18 seconds off her time on the same
course two weeks prior.
Hallie Whitley
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Five inducted into Athletics Hall of Fame Class of 2014
The Upper Iowa University Athletics Department inducted five
new members into the Athletics Hall of Fame over Homecoming
Weekend. The Hall of Fame now includes 182 members.

BRENDA BEARDSLEY — Softball/Volleyball
Brenda Beardsley graduated in 1988 with a
bachelor’s degree in physical education and
recreation. A four-year starter in volleyball and
softball, she earned Iowa Intercollegiate Athletic
Conference (IIAC) honors in 1987 and 1988.
Beardsley was named to the IIAC Second Team in both softball
(outfielder) and volleyball in back-to-back years as a junior and
senior. Beardsley, who earned her master's degree in education
in 2004 and an administrative license in 2010, has spent 23
years teaching and coaching in the Des Moines area and
currently works in the Waukee Community School District.

CHRISTEL BROWN — Women’s Basketball
After transferring to Upper Iowa, Christel
Brown had an outstanding two years for the
Peacock women’s basketball team. Brown
graduated from UIU with a bachelor’s degree in
recreation and a minor in business. Brown was
selected for the Kodak All-American second team in 1986 after
leading the IIAC in scoring with a 29.0 point average, which
ranked 16th best in all of NCAA Division III that year. She
was a unanimous All-IIAC First Team selection in 1986 and
for a time held three IIAC records for points in a game (45),
field goals in a game (21) and season free throw percentage
(81.2). Brown still holds the IIAC records for points and field
goals in a game. In 1989, she joined the U.S. Navy and served
12 years, reaching the rank of lieutenant commander. Brown is
an operating manager for the Sam’s/Walmart Corporation in
Buckeye, Ariz.

CLARKE CAMPBELL — Football
Clarke Campbell was a four-year starter and
letter-winner for the Peacocks (1961-64).
During his senior year, the team shared the
IIAC Championship with an 8-1 record.
Overall, Campbell threw 32 touchdowns and
ran for 20 more, while raking up 3,230 yards in
the air and 3,643 yards of total offense. Campbell was named
to the IIAC First Team in 1964. He held the Upper Iowa record
for total offense with 3,843 yards for a number of years. He
currently sits fifth on the all-time list for career total offense
and career touchdown passes (32); sixth in all-time touchdown
24 The Bridge – Winter 2015

passes in a season (13); and seventh all-time in career passing
yards (3,230). After high school, Campbell joined the Marine
Corps and following three years of active duty, enrolled at
Upper Iowa in 1960. After graduating from UIU in 1965, he
achieved a 30-year career in education, continuing his military
career in the National Guard and U.S. Army Reserve, retiring
in 1992. The former Peacock quarterback and his wife, Glenda,
now live in rural Maynard.

ROGER MANGAN — Wrestling
Roger Mangan graduated in 1962 with a
bachelor’s degree in history, political science
and French. Mangan lettered in wrestling from
1959 to 1962. A two-time IIAC Champion at
147 pounds in 1959 and 1960, he compiled a
career record of 33-2-2. Mangan was a major contributor to the
Peacock squad that earned a share of the IIAC Championship
in 1960. He was the only Peacock wrestler to pin his opponent
(2:34) in the finals of the IIAC Championships. After
commencement, Mangan started a 16-year teaching and
coaching career. He earned a master’s degree in education
and became an education consultant in social studies for the
Mississippi Bend AEA. Presently, he is an insurance agent for
State Farm in Littleton, Colo. He has been married to Alice
DeLong Mangan, a 1961 graduate of UIU, for 52 years.

STEVE ZEMAN — 2000 Baseball
Inducted as an athlete, Steve Zeman graduated
with a bachelor’s degree in education in 2000.
A four-year letter-winner for the baseball team
from 1996 to 1999, Zeman was a multiple
position player. Named to the IIAC First Team
as a catcher in 1997 and 1999 and a four-year starter, he played
at second base and the outfield in addition to catching. The
1996 baseball team won the IIAC Championship and claimed
the NCAA Division III Central Region Championship earning
a berth to the eight-team NCAA Division III World Series.
Zeman’s best game catching was a 13-inning affair against
Marietta College. Zeman had the game-winning hit in the 13th
as UIU defeated the #1-ranked Pioneers, 4-3, in the Central
Regional. He hit 10 home runs as a senior and carried a career
batting average of .337, along with a fielding percentage of .967.
Prior to Upper Iowa, Zeman played in the Babe Ruth World
Series in 1995 and spent some time with the Collegiate League
of Michigan during summers. Zeman is a master plumber, and
he and his wife, Denise, live in Siesta Beach, Florida.

FACULTY NOTES
Information technology first-year students in Wellness Strategies toured the IBM facility
in Rochester, Minn., where they met IBM Vice President Mike Prochaska ’89, and
saw the hardware behind the famous Watson, IBM server rooms and labs, saw a live
demo of IBM’s support system, and talked to executives and technicians, including
Steve Fullerton ’88. Teaching the UIU classes were Cheryl Northrop, instructor
of mathematics; Dr. Roman Yasinovskyy, assistant professor of information
technology; and Storm Schmitt ’09, MBA ’ 12, executive director of admissions.

During its 70th annual conference
recently, the National Association for
College Admission Counseling (NACAC)
presented the “Government Relations
Award” to Julie Fopma, director of the
UIU-Quad Cities Center. The Government
Relations Award is presented to a NACAC
member who has made outstanding
efforts in support of policy initiatives
that promote equal access to higher
education, encourage student achievement, promote counselor excellence and further
the government relations priorities of NACAC members. Fopma has been an active
and successful leader in NACAC’s government relations initiatives on the affiliate and
national level. She served as Government Relations Chair from 2011 to 2014 and is
currently on the NACAC Government Relations Committee. Under her leadership, the
Iowa ACAC’s “Day on the Hill” has grown from 40 participants to more than 100.
Dr. Kevin Mackin, assistant professor of education and master of education chair,
published an article, “The Impact of Student Teaching on Teacher Self-Efficacy,” in the spring
2014 issue of the Journal of Scholastic Inquiry (pages 77-108). Mackin presented the paper
at the Center for Scholastic Inquiry International Research Conference in April 2013.
Teacher Education Coordinator at the UIU Des Moines Center Jodi Grover recently
drove a vehicle in Vice President Joe Biden’s motorcade when he visited Des Moines
with the “Nuns on the Bus” tour. Grover
greeted the vice president on the tarmac,
drove a vehicle to the Iowa State Capitol
Building and conversed with Biden. She
said she has been involved in politics
since the age of 12. Grover has worked
for Sen. Brian Schoenjahn in the Iowa
Senate for eight years.

Dr. Betty (BJ) Whitesell, dean of the School of Business, presented a guest lecture,
“The U.S. Business Water Cooler to Corporate Ethics,” at HELP University in Kuala
Lumpur, Malaysia. Whitesell’s topic centered around the idea of information and
knowledge being exchanged in informal settings in the U.S. working environment.
She has a doctorate in organization and management, and specializes in
communication technology, leadership and management. Whitesell’s postgraduate
teaching and executive education courses include wellness strategies, diagnosing
organizations, quantitative decision-making and strategies in global environments.

Dr. Melinda Heinz, assistant professor of psychology, recently published The
Delivery of Distance Education — Is It Time for Doctoral Programs in Gerontology?
in Gerontology & Geriatrics Education. She also gave two conference presentations,
“Exploring Life Events and Experiences Among Georgia and Iowa Centenarians,”
and “Understanding Older Adult Preferences for Technology Adoption,” a poster
abstract, both for the Living Long, Feeling Well and Achieving Meaning: Clarifying
the Differential Impact of Distal, Proximal and Traumatic Life Events in Old-Old Age
symposium for the 67th annual meeting of the Gerontological Society of America in
Washington, D.C., in November.
Dr. Janet Kehe, associate professor of education, and Dr. Gina Kuker, assistant
professor of education, presented “Working with Words” at the Iowa Cultures and
Language Conference held in Coralville, Iowa, in November. Upper Iowa students
hosted national speakers at the event, while students in the Intensive English Program
held a panel discussion at the conference, where they talked about their experiences
learning English. They shared the differences in their cultures and advice for teachers
on how to deal with international students.

Pictured (front row, from left) are Montana Van Sickle, Leah Spagl, Hannah Miller, Jessica
Banowetz and Christy Nelson; (back row, from left) Dr. Janet Kehe, Matt Beatty and Dr. Gina
Kuker with their ‘feathers up’!
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Support our students — donate to UIU!
When you hear that familiar greeting in 2015, here’s who’s on the other end of the phone. Thank you
for speaking with our phonathon callers and for your generous support of Upper Iowa University.

Hello... this is Allyson calling from UIU.

Allyson Herkowski, along with many UIU students, values the support of your donations. As an active student, she is also very busy with many organizations and
activities on and off campus (see below). Your donations help Allyson get involved and become more engaged with UIU, not to mention earning her degree.
•
•
•
•
•

Phonathon Caller (three phonathons)
E.Y.E. sorority member
Writing Center Consultant/Tutor
I.T. Help Desk employee
Social Media Coordinator for P.A.S.T.,
Peacock Alumni for Student Traditions
• Advancement Office intern
• Scholarship Recipient

"

Upper Iowa University has provided me with a quality education who
I appreciate not only because it has taught me what I need to know to
succeed, but also because it was the most enjoyable time of my life.
As a student, I was able to learn from knowledgeable instructors that
truly cared about their students, something I wouldn't get at a bigger
public college. I have come to grow with my peers as an intellectual, and
understand that putting time and dedication into my schoolwork was a
direct result of being awarded the scholarship I received when I was still
a senior in high school. As a scholarship student, I was motivated to work
harder to achieve the greatness of those alumni who made it all possible!
						

"

Allyson Herkowski '14
Major: English/Minor: Creative Writing

Say “Hello” to our student callers
The office of Institutional Advancement and Alumni Development
hosts the Phonathon Program at Upper Iowa University. The
Annual Fund staff is pleased to announce there are 25 callers on
the team this year! Callers come in every evening for six weeks to
connect with alumni about their experiences, update information
and raise money for the Annual Fund. If you are interested in
supporting UIU students or need more information on becoming
a member of the UIU Annual Donor Club, visit us online at
uiu.edu/annualgiving.

Back row (from left): Katie Mnichowicz, Landon Vinger, Madie Wilkin, Christian Archer and
Mara Jones. Middle row: Tricia Hanson, Katie Chatten, Haylie Franklin and Kelsey Hinrichs. Front
row: Shelby Crist, Jessica Dickhaus, Kali Loescher, Alisha VanderWoude and Brad Sweeney. Not
pictured: Amanda Weiss, Becky Althouse, Donye Burnette, Johnathan Saint-Felix, Maria Steger,
Matthew Beatty, Nicolas Corley, Tiffany Cogshell, Tyann Caspers, Whitney Williams.

Students plan rebirth of The Peacock

A group of students is hatching a plan to bring back the Upper Iowa University yearbook, The Peacock, last published in 1998. Although there were various versions
of a yearbook in the intervening years, they were not named The Peacock.
“Production of the first issue of The Peacock began in 1915, with initial publication in 1916. Over time, the yearbook told a history
of the University that is lacking today,” said John Siblik, dean of the School of Liberal Arts. “This is the centennial year for The Peacock,
and we are honored to bring it back.”
It is expected that a full-color, 36-page yearbook will sell for $25 (including postage). The yearbook will mail after Commencement
so that it can cover the entire academic year. More information and an order form are available online at uiu.edu/ThePeacock.
Siblik said the effort is led by the School’s Editorial Board, which produces the Collegian and the Volga River Review as well. Samantha Vorwald is
editor of The Peacock. Matt Foy, assistant professor of communication, is yearbook advisor.
“We have a talented and engaged group of students who are revitalizing the publications this year,” Siblik added.
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From the office of...

Institutional Advancement and Alumni Development
Since joining Upper Iowa University’s staff in 2005 and then becoming an alumnus in 2012, my “Peacock
Pride” has only grown greater with every passing year. This issue of The Bridge contains stories that should
fill every one of our 32,000 alumni with pride… as well as optimism about UIU’s future. Completing the
University’s first-ever capital campaign ($25 million!!!) is an ALL-CAPS BIG DEAL, and thanks go not only to
the alumni and friends who contributed to this effort, but to the UIU staff and faculty, past and present, whose
work helped us achieve this momentous goal.
The stories in this edition of The Bridge highlighting our amazingly talented alumni, faculty and staff are also
a source of pride for all of us at UIU. The innovation, courage, diversity of thought and achievement on display
in these stories speak as much to the richness of the UIU experience as they do about the individuals being
profiled. I want to emphasize that many more of these stories are available at the new online version of The Bridge, located
at uiubridge.com. Our talented staff wants to keep telling the stories of UIU’s alumni, and we will continue to create opportunities
to connect with you via The Bridge, social media, reunions and events.
Andrew Wenthe, MHEA, ‘12
VP for External Affairs

I hope you are enjoying this issue — please don't hesitate to contact us at alumni@uiu.edu or call 563-425-5388 with your feedback!

Have you made the commitment to UIU?
For alumni to become members of an annual donor club, they simply commit to a level of giving that falls within the donation
range listed on the website uiu.edu/annualgiving or in annual giving materials. Aside from the intrinsic value of being able
to support a current UIU student or program, the donor also receives varied benefits at each level of giving. Annual giving is
welcomed and can take place on any date or time of the year! If you are striving to reach a certain level of giving in order to receive
the benefits, the Office of Institutional Advancement and Alumni Development will need to receive all funds by June 30, 2015,
with benefits occurring during the Fiscal Year 2015-16.

NEW GIVING LEVELS

For more information on the Alumni Annual Fund, contact Allyssa Joseph at josepha1@uiu.edu, call 563-425-5954 or visit uiu.edu/annualgiving.

$250 — Contributors Club
● Gift of appreciation

$500 — Peacock Patron Club

● Gift of appreciation
● Personal outreach from annual fund director

$1,000 — True Blue Club
●
●
●
●
●

Gift of appreciation
Personal outreach from a student
Signed certificate from UIU president
Early access to content of The Bridge magazine
Access to the suite — basketball/wrestling home games

$2,500 — 1857 Club
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Gift of appreciation
Personal outreach from a student
Signed certificate from UIU president
Early access to content of The Bridge magazine
Access to the suite — basketball/wrestling home games
Two passes to the stadium suite for home football games
Two complimentary tickets to annual President’s Ball

$5,000 — Limestone Club
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Gift of appreciation
Personal outreach from a student
Signed certificate from UIU president
Early access to content of The Bridge magazine
Access to the suite — basketball/wrestling home games
Two passes to the stadium suite for home football games
Two complimentary tickets to annual President’s Ball
Exclusive signature club gift

$10,000 — Elizabeth Alexander Club
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Gift of appreciation
Personal outreach from a student
Signed certificate from UIU president
Early access to content of The Bridge magazine
Access to the suite — basketball/wrestling home games
Two passes to the stadium suite for home football games
Two complimentary tickets to annual President’s Ball
Exclusive signature club gift
UIU commemorative coin
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CLASS NOTES
Athletic Honors
1960s — Larry
Nemmers ’65,
Springfield, Mo.,
was honored with
the lifetime
achievement award
by the Elgin Sports Hall of Fame in
November 2014. Nemmers was a
running back and safety for UIU.
After trying out for the Chicago
Bears, he went on to a successful
30-year career at the Elgin Area
School District, Elgin, Iowa, as a
science teacher, assistant principal
and principal (1982-94). He is
currently in his 30th season as an NFL
referee. He retired from on-field
refereeing at 65 but works as a replay
booth official. He worked three Super
Bowls, Numbers 25, 35 and 46.
1970s — Tom Sauser ’71, New
Hampton, Iowa, was inducted into
the New Hampton High School’s
Athletic Hall of Fame during the
annual awards ceremony held
September 19, 2014. Sauser was a
four-year letter winner in football;
he also taught for 38 years and
coached nearly every Chickasaw
sport, including: football, golf,
track, basketball and wrestling.
Joe Smith ’78, Buffalo, N.Y., was
inducted into the Cattaraugus
County Sports Hall of Fame on
March 29, 2014. He was the wrestling
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coach for 21 years at Franklinville
Central School District, Franklinville,
and compiled a record of 184-601, which included a 40-match win
streak (1990-1993) and the school's
first conference championship. He
coached the only undefeated dualmeet seasons, the only sectional
championship team and the only
state champion in Franklinville
wrestling history. Smith is also a
member of the UIU Athletic Hall
of Fame. Smith presently teaches
history at Franklinville Central.
1990s — Bob Lape ’90, West Union,
Iowa, head coach of the North
Fayette Valley football team, finished
the season on top as 2014 Class
2A champions. Lape’s leadership
allowed for a smooth consolidation
of the two high school teams, North
Fayette and Valley Community High
School in 2013. His wife, Renee
(Chapman) Lape ’93, works at
Upper Iowa’s Integrated Enrollment
Center.

Quoted

1960s — Scott
Lebin ’64, Geneva,
Ill., was featured in
Retirement Advisor
magazine (July
2014) for his
unusual perspective on retirement.
At 71 years old and president of
Lebin Financial Planning, Lebin
says he never wants to retire.

Published

1970s — James “Jim” Mazziotti ’75,
Bend, Ore., had his titled, “A Proven
Track to Run On,” published in The
EXIT Achiever magazine (volume 3,
issue 2).

Retired

1970s — Charles Epstein ’70,
Lincoln Park, N.J., retired at the end
of the 2014 school year after teaching
history and special education for 44
years. He also recently completed his
second master’s degree at Seton Hall
University.
1980s — Dayna
(Kimball) Baker ’80,
Maynard, Iowa,
retired from West
Central Elementary
School after 34 years
there.

1960s

1960s — Mike
Boland ’67, former
member of the Illinois
House of
Representatives,
sought election to the
Indiana State Treasurer’s office. He
was defeated by Kelly Mitchell. Boland
has a bachelor’s degree from Upper
Iowa University and a master’s degree
from Henderson State University.

1970s

Linda
(Mahlstedt)
Mulholland
’71, Hanover,
Ill., and
husband, Ken,
are pictured holding The Bridge in
Venice, Italy, in September 2014.
The couple was visiting Italy for the
International Dragon Boat Races
where Ken’s team, The Windy City
Dragon Boaters, won four medals.
Dave Broders
’74, his wife,
Cindy, and
daughter, Tobi
Squiers, took
The Bridge
along to
Grand-Bois,
Haiti, this summer. The family has
been involved with ServeHAITI, a
501(c)3 organization based in Iowa

and Georgia, that has worked in
Grand-Bois for 12 years. The
Broders are standing in front of the
health center, which serves about
70,000 people and was constructed
in 2006 with the help of many
people who support the
ServeHAITI organization. In
addition, it has constructed many
wells in the area, supplied about
3,000 point of water filtration
systems, developed a pediatric
malnutrition program, a teachertraining program and a
microfinance program. For more
information about the organization,
go to www.servehaiti.org.
Richard Hoover ’75, Niceville, Fla.,
was presented with the outstanding
Eagle Scout award by the National
Eagle Scout Association and
the Gulf Coast Council for his
accomplishments during a 30-year
military career and service to the
Boy Scouts of America, the Red

Cross and his community.
Col. Hoover (U.S. Army Ret.)
served with distinction, holding
numerous key command and staff
assignments culminating as the
Installation Commander of Fort
Devens, Mass. He is an Army
Ranger and an inductee into the
Engineer Officer Candidate Hall
of Fame at Fort Leonard Wood,
Missouri. His military awards
include the Legion of Merit, four
Bronze Stars, five Meritorious
Service Medals, four Army
Commendation Medals, one Army
Commendation for Valor in combat
and the Vietnam Cross of Gallantry.
Col. Hoover was also awarded the
Bronze Order of the Fleury Medal
for his inspirational leadership as
an Engineer Officer. Col. Hoover
has spent countless hours teaching
lifeguard, CPR and swim classes
for the Red Cross and the BSA. He
has served as the Chairman of the
Health and Safety Committee for

Five Foxes got in some quality reading time this summer
while fishing together in Canada. Pictured with The
Bridge at Anderson’s Lodge, Sioux Lookout, Ontario,
are (from left) Tony Schultz ’71 from Kohler, Wis.;
Ken Klein ’70 from Wheaton, Ill.; Bob McKenna ’70
from Lake Zurich, Ill.; Jim Clark ’73 from North Liberty,
Iowa; and Keith Scholle ’74 from Port Charlotte, Fla.
Their Sioux Lookout fishing tradition goes back many
years, according to Klein, and will continue well into the
future as long as there are fish in Sioux Lookout, Ontario.
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CLASS NOTES
two Red Cross Chapters and as the
Chairman of the Council Aquatics
Committee for the Gulf Coast
Council, BSA. He has served as the
Waterfront Director for Spanish
Trail Scout Reservation for 18
years and serves on various aquatic
committees at the national level of
BSA.

1980s

Lon Butikofer ’83, Manchester, Iowa,
was inducted into the Northeast Iowa
Community College (NICC) Hall of
Fame in October 2014 for his honors,
career and community achievements,
volunteerism and dedication to
NICC. Dr. Butikofer has been CEO of
Regional Medical Center since 1993.

a licensed physical therapist assistant
and licensed massage therapist at
Midwest Medical Center, Galena.

1990s

David Zabell ’90, Fife, Wash.,
has been named Pasco city
manager. Zabell received his
public administration degree from
UIU and worked in government
positions for 33 years. He was most
recently city manager for Yakima.
Carlin French ’92, Gilbertville,
Iowa, after 17 years working for
Allen Hospital, Waterloo, accepted
a new job as IT help desk specialist
II at TCF Equipment Finance,
Waterloo.
Gaylen “Bret” Trasamar ’92,
Waterloo, Iowa, joined New York
Life as an agent and financial
services professional for NYLIFE
Securities LLC, Waterloo.

Gregory Atkins ’85, ’04, Louisville,
Ky., is pictured holding an issue of
The Bridge while attending the PGA
Championship at Valhalla Golf
Club, Louisville.
Julie (Scott) Soat, ’87, Galena, Ill., is
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Steven Hetzel ’92, Cross Plains,
Wis., received the 2014 CFO of the
Year award in the public organization
category by In Business magazine;
he was honored at an awards
presentation on Oct. 22, 2014. Hetzel
is the dean of business services for
University of Wisconsin-Extension,
Division of Continuing Education,
Outreach and E-Learning, which
specializes in new programs for adult
learners.

Patricia (Gehrke) Knudson ’93,
Denver, Iowa, has been promoted
to first vice president of wealth
management and trust at
Community Bank & Trust, Waterloo/
Cedar Falls. Knudson has been with
the company for nine years.
Keith Buckridge ’94, Leota,
Minn., accepted the position as
superintendent and elementary
principal at Edgerton Public School
District, Maplewood, Minn.
Elisha (Sylvester) Payton ’95,
Thornton, Iowa, is the new parttime family consumer science and
health teacher at West Hancock
School District in Britt, Iowa.
Payton and her husband, Dan, have
three children, Lexi, Grace, and
Cale, and reside in Thornton.
Muriel (Arms/Larson)
Leverington ’95, Austin, Minn., is a
new preschool teacher at Our Savior
Lutheran Church in Brownsdale.
Nicole
Rosinski ’97,
Schererville,
Ind., and
Robert
Younghale Jr.,
announced
the birth of their daughter, Kaitlyn
Elizabeth Younghale, born Nov. 8,
2014. Elizabeth was welcomed by
her big brother, Jeremy.

Lisa
(Oelkers)
Daak ’98,
Pine Island,
Minn., and
husband Nick
announced the birth of their son,
Grayson David Daak, born on May
25, 2014, weighing 8 lbs. 3 oz.
Grayson's siblings include Mikenna
(11), Collin (7) and Ava (5).

management degree from UIU and
has 25 years of experience helping
clients develop marketing strategies.

2000s
Stephen Arneson ’00, Bothell, Wash.,
joined the University of Washington
as associate director of development
for the School of Business.
Mike Kuennen ’01, Fort Atkinson,
Iowa, joined New Hampton
Community School District as the
industrial technology teacher.

Ben Henthorn ’99, Beloit, Wis., was
featured in the Beloit Daily News
(August 7, 2014) for his outstanding
volunteer service to the Beloit Fine
Arts Incubator, where he spends
over 1,000 hours per year.
Kevin Lytle ’99, Tallahassee,
Fla., is the new vice president of
business partnerships at True North
Custom. Lytle earned a marketing

Gabriel
Espinosa
’02, Fort
Campbell,
Ky., accepts a
ceremonial
sword during a change of
responsibility ceremony at Garrison
headquarters. Espinosa is the new
command sergeant major.

Jenifer Barrentine ’03, Clinton, Miss., developed an illness
in her 20s called fibromyalgia, which prevented her from
talking for three years and walking for six years. Since then,
she has battled a long road to recovery. Disabled at the time,
Barrentine earned her social work degree with a 3.9 GPA.
Now 37, Barrentine works as the school secretary at Northside Elementary
School. In April 2014, she was presented with the DOVE customer service
award and was also nominated by students as their favorite school secretary
in the Hometown Clinton magazine.

Sarah (Bailey) Miller ’02, Island
Lake, Ill., was presented with the
2014 CropLife Ambassador of the
Year award by the Mid America
CropLife Association. Over the
last four years, Miller has made 18
presentations to more than 1,000
students, educating them on the
story of agriculture.
Timothy Haxton ’03, ’05, ’14,
Cumming, Ga., was hired as a
first-grade teacher at Level Creek
Elementary School, Suwanee, Ga.
Kelly (Backes) Mangrich ’03,
Jesup, Iowa, has been promoted to
vice president of Veridian Fiscal
Solutions at Veridian Credit Union,
Waterloo. Mangrich has worked for
the company for the past 23 years.
Natalie Brown
’05, Cedar Falls,
Iowa, and her
business, Scratch
Cupcakery,
received two awards in October
2014. Brown earned the Young
Entrepreneur award from Junior
Achievement of Eastern Iowa,
honoring area business people who
have shown the importance of
achieving success, both personally
and professionally. She was also
recognized as the 2014 Brand
Champion of Iowa. Brown earned
the coveted battle of the brands
dodge ball trophy and $5,000, which
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she donated to the Iowa Chapter of
the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation.
Adam Sears ’06, Garner, Iowa, is
the new Floyd County Conservation
director. Sears earned his
conservation management degree
and worked for Cerro Gordo County
Conservation for the last six years.
Andrea (Bachman) Soukup ’06,
Marion, Iowa, is a new preschool
teacher at Tanger Place, Cedar
Rapids.
Katie (Becker) Zweifel ’06, Delavan,
Wis., joined Standard Process Inc.,
as a manufacturing analyst.
Lorraine (DeMoss) Bellinger ’07,
Dysart, Iowa, was named facility
administrator at Ravenwood
Nursing & Rehab Center in
Waterloo. Bellinger earned her
licensed practical nursing degree
from Hawkeye Community College
and went on to complete her
healthcare administration degree at
Upper Iowa University-Waterloo.

David Bathke ’08, Payson, Ariz., is
the new operational chief at Hellsgate
Fire Department. Bathke took his
oath of office on a symbolic day,
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Sept. 11, 2014, to pay tribute to fallen
firefighters. He earned his public
administration degree from UIU. “I
never would have landed this fire
chief ’s position if it wasn’t for UIU,”
said Bathke. “You gave me the tools
to be a very strong and effective
leader. Thanks UIU.”
Angela (Luckett) Carlington ’08,
Norman, Okla., was recognized
as Executive of the Year Member
by the National Association of
Distinguished Professionals.
Carlington, assistant professor of
aerospace studies for Air Force
ROTC, has a 27-year tenure in the
U.S. Air Force and currently holds
the rank of major.
Dionne (Saunders) Meehan ’08,
New London, Minn., was promoted
to product manager for the retail
business team at Jennie-O Turkey
Store at the Wilmar corporate office
location. Meehan retired from
the U.S. Army, earned her human
resources management degree and
has been with Jennie-O for almost
six years.
Sam Moultrie ’08, Wilmington,
Del., was elected as a board
member for The Next Generation of
Northern Delaware of the Delaware
Community Foundation. Moultrie
is currently an associate at Wilks,
Lukoff & Bracegirdle LLC.

Manon Bushman ’09, Fort Atkinson,
Iowa, is the new success coordinator
at South Winneshiek Community
School District, Calmar, Iowa.
Bushman will focus on the “at-risk”
population for K-12 students.
Megan (Mueterthies) Miller ’09,
Anita, Iowa, has joined faculty
at Estherville Lincoln Central in
Estherville. She was married
August 23 to Kelly Miller.
Andrea Quick ’09, Runnells, Iowa,
received the 2014 Educator of
the Year award presented by Des
Moines East and South Chamber of
Commerce.
Sasha Heiken ’09, Winnebago,
Ill., is a new kindergarten teacher
at Highland Elementary, Stillman
Valley, Ill.

2010s

Tammy (Matthias) Fleming ’10,
Jesup, Iowa, has been promoted to
personal trust officer at Community
Bank & Trust, Waterloo/Cedar Falls.
Fleming has been with the company
for three years and has over 16 years
of trust experience.
Angela (Rokey) Glade ’11, Waukee,
Iowa, accepted a job as a sixth-grade
language arts teacher at Callanan
Middle School in Des Moines, Iowa.

Carrie Haas, ’11, Elizabeth,
Ill., was named marketing and
public relations director for Area
Residential Care, Dubuque, Iowa.
Whitney
Stiegman ’11,
Nashville, Ill.,
and Jake Wolf
(former UIU
football player)
announce the
birth of their
son, Conway
Garrett Wolf, born on June 3, 2014. He
was 7 lbs. 7 oz. and 20.5 in.
Suzana Sumar ’11, Cedar Falls,
Iowa, was hired as a trust officer for
First Community Trust, Waterloo.
Nicole Wingerter, ’11, Muscatine,
Iowa, has joined Grain Processing
Corporation (GPC) as an assistant
quality analyst.
Roberta
(Simmons)
Wahl ’10, ’11,
Des Moines,
Iowa, was
selected by the
governor’s office
to become a
member of the Homelessness
Commission, effective July 1, 2014.

Allyssa Joseph
’12, major gifts
officer/director
of annual
giving at UIU,
was the
recipient of the
CASE VI
Advancing Diversity Program
Scholarship, allowing her to attend
the CASE District VI Conference in
Denver, Colo., in January.
Shayla Denton ’13, Waterloo, Iowa,
has been promoted to marketing
strategist at Veridian Credit Union.
She has been with the company for
seven years.
Kelli Jo Folkers ’13, Cedar Falls,
Iowa, joined the Amperage
Marketing team as a media buyer.
She is currently pursuing her MBA
at Upper Iowa University-Waterloo.
Melissa Hauschild ’13, Manchester,
Iowa, is the new K-8 technology
and 1-4 reading specialist at St.
John’s in Independence. Hauschild
is implementing a new reading
intervention program at the school.
Cynthia “Cindy” Kleve ’13, Postville,
Iowa, is teaching English, reading and
math skills to Jewish home-schooled
students at Postville Community
School District, Postville.
Ryan Noonan ’13, Palo, Iowa, was
promoted to sales manager-business

development for IntertradeRockwell Collins in Cedar Rapids.
Noonan is a graduate of UIU’s
online MBA program.
Daniel “Jeremy” Bigler ’14,
Evansdale, Iowa, joined Four Oaks in
Independence as a youth counselor.
Sally (Johnson) Leibold ’14,
Decorah, Iowa, advocate for
Riverview Center, is managing
the new Decorah-based location,
which will provide legal and medical
advocacy, counseling and other
support for those affected by sexual
assault or abuse. Leibold has over two
decades of experience and recently
earned her human services degree.
Alissa Lichty ’14, Cresco, Iowa,
is a new fourth-grade teacher at
New Hampton Community School
District, New Hampton.
Carly Lyons ’14, Castalia, Iowa,
is the coordinator for the jumpstart preschool classroom at South
Winneshiek Community School
District, Calmar, Iowa.
Sarah Topliff ’14, Waterloo, Iowa,
joined UIU as the student support
specialist at the Waterloo Center.
Topliff graduated with a business
administration degree.
Andrew Williams ’14, Westgate,
Iowa, joined Northeast Security
Bank of Sumner as a loan officer.
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Network: Give the next generation the
advice you wish you would have received
The Office of Institutional Advancement and Alumni
Development has launched the Upper Iowa University Career
Advising Network. This platform allows current students and
alumni to connect with UIU alumni for résumé critiques,
mock interviews or just career conversations.
The new platform is easy to join as willing advisors only
need to provide a professional bio (LinkdIn profiles can
be imported), and indicate their availability and areas of
expertise. Alumni and students, in specific fields of study, can
then find out more about each other. When the connection is
established, alumni have the opportunity to contact students
by phone or in writing.

of Career Development invited approximately 40 employers
to the Fayette campus to network with over 400 students
and alumni. As a result, several students received offers for
internships, and up-and-coming UIU graduates landed their
first jobs.
Individual successes inspire Hope Trainor, director of the
Career Development office, to do even more to grow the
capabilities of the office. “We were very pleased with the
turnout, and the response from the employers and students
attending the career fair,” she said. “Our mission is to provide
career-related assistance and programs to our students and
alumni. We do this by networking with employers from

This service allows UIU alumni with professional experience
to make an impact by sharing what they learned after
finishing school, helping the next generation get its start.
The time constraints are minimal as each individual gets to

across the world. We know Upper Iowa University graduates
are poised to compete in the job market with their peers.
They are prepared to stand out in their careers, and we want
to provide them with every opportunity to do so.”

choose the hours and the topic that are the most convenient

The Office of Career Development offers career assistance

for him or her. There are no obligations beyond responding

and programs through flexible delivery systems. These

to incoming requests. All communication happens through

include general career guidance, choosing a major, résumé

website or conference numbers, allowing both students and

and cover letter advice, internship and job search strategies,

alumni to maintain their privacy. More information on this

interview preparation, professional networking and branding,

career mentoring initiative will be communicated in the

applying to graduate school and more.

months ahead and in the next issue of The Bridge.

For more information on UIU Career Development, contact

This new initiative arrives the same year Upper Iowa University

Trainor at trainorh@uiu.edu, 563-425-5208 or log on to

organized its first annual career fair. On October 1, the Office

uiu.edu/careers.

34 The Bridge – Winter 2015

IN MEMORIAM
ALUMNI

Henry Lewis ‘41, 4/16/2014, Charles City, Iowa
Michele (Rogan) LaPorte ’02, 05/09/2014, Wausau, WI
Marypat (Scherbert) Stoner ’05, 11/06/2014, Kenosha, WI
Helen (Humphrey) Hughes ’36, 01/12/2013, Franklin, TN
Russell Castor ’41, 06/08/2014, Stillwater, MN
Mary (Sloan) Hauer ’43, 10/11/2014, West Union, IA
Adelaide (Wells) McBride ’43, 10/16/2014, Fayette, IA
Lucille (Quass) Clemens ’44, 02/18/2013, Johnson City, TN
Donald Chapman ’46, 07/28/2014, Buffalo, MN
Ruth (Oldfather) Fox ’47, 11/01/2014, Monona, IA
Calvin Harms ’48, 08/18/2014, Sumner, IA
Patricia (Aulwes) Volstad ’48, 10/04/2014, Decorah, IA
Donn Stansbury ’50, 01/27/2014, Huntley, IL
Marvin Buhr ’51, 06/29/2014, Humboldt, IA
Charles Rosenquist ’51, 06/01/2014, Pendleton, OR
Clare Mahoney ’52, 11/15/2014, Oelwein, IA
Richard Smith ’52, 11/09/2014, Fayette, IA
Bonita (Jones) Eschen ’55, 10/14/2014, Lamont, IA
Roger Halvorson ’55, 11/02/2014, Marquette, IA
Dean Jellings ’56, 06/15/2014, Traer, IA
Dan Mabee ’57, 04/20/2014, Goleta, CA
Janice Corwin ’59, 06/20/2014, Newton, IA
Esther (Barz) Kolz ’63, 10/25/2014, Cascade, IA
Burnita (Boies) Reed ’64, 11/14/2013, Springville, IA
Gladys (Schrampfer) Conboy ’65, 12/05/2013, Atlanta, GA
Robert Crow ’65, 12/10/2013, Highmore, SD
Walter Hanson ’65, 06/11/2014, Shawano, WI
Ruth (Schermer) Koelker ’65, 04/01/2013, Dyersville, IA
Mary (Jakelin) McElmeel ’65, 03/24/2014, Cedar Rapids, IA
Jon Hall ’66, 09/06/2013, Cary, NC
Bill Stender ’67, 06/10/2014, Minneapolis, MN
Dennis Wiltfang ’67, 05/24/2014, Dubuque, IA
Delonis (Humphrey) Wescott ’68, 07/27/2014, Arlington, IA
Helene (McDowell) Wood ’68, 08/27/2014, Rudd, IA
James Engel ’69, 06/15/2014, Watertown, MN
Richard Bracken ’70, 10/08/2014, Los Gatos, CA
Mary (Armstrong) Grahlman ’72, 08/01/2014, Sumner, IA
Ray Buie ’75, 05/01/2014, Dothan, AL
William Yingling ’76, 03/02/2014, Huntington Beach, CA
Judith (Finger) Zeller ’76, 10/08/2014, Cresco, IA

Leigh McAdoo ’77, 03/08/2014, Cassopolis, MI
Earl Bender ’78, 11/03/2014, Galax, VA
Paul Higgins ’78, 03/08/2014, Silver Spring, MD
Elizabeth (Murray) Nixa ’79, 12/18/2013, Minneapolis, MN
Blain Thomas ’81, 07/12/2012, Fort Dodge, IA
Barbara Christiansen ’85, 10/12/2012, Saint Paul, MN
Carol (Euler) Fricke ’85, 10/27/2014, Independence, IA
Patrick Proudfoot ’86, 06/02/2014, Rockford, IL
Patricia (Hyde) Matt ’87, 08/05/2014, Elkader, IA
Patricia (Erickson) Broukal ’94, 07/21/2013, Pelican Lake, WI
Olden Jackson ’96, 11/29/2012, Goodyear, AZ
Tonya (Yonke) Dutka ’98, 05/18/2014, Garnavillo, IA
Carol Foster ’98, 10/05/2013, Solon, IA
Rae (Mosley) Irwin ’99, 08/27/2014, Osceola, MO
FRIENDS OF UIU

Ivan Torkelson, American Legion Scholarship Representative,
09/13/2014, Elgin, IA
Mary (Collett) Fish, Former Staff, 11/17/2014, Fayette, IA
Donald Lins, Former Staff, 07/03/2012, Prairie du Chien, WI
Willard Protsman, Former Staff, 11/14/2014, Lansing, IA
Jane (Cunningham) Weik, Former Staff, 10/07/2014, Wausau, WI
Lyle Ames, Former Student, 05/07/2014, Waterloo, IA
Charles Clark, Former Student, 12/02/2013, Roseville, CA
LeRoy Deuhr, Former Student, 07/21/2014, Sioux City, IA
Veronica Fink, Former Student, 10/12/2014, Oelwein, IA
Audrey (Luse) Georgesen, Former Student, 07/17/2014, Moville, IA
Robert Johnson, Former Student, 10/26/2013, Joliet, IL
Kyle Kluver, Former Student, 07/06/2014, Kenosha, WI
Mabel (Moore) Kuper, Former Student, 06/14/2014, Oelwein, IA
Margaret (Potratz) Lalk, Former Student, 05/21/2014, Hawkeye, IA
Lonnie Lynn, Former Student, 09/12/2014, Chicago, IL
Keisha Petrus, Former Student, 07/03/2014, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
Roger Waller, Former Student, 10/08/2014, Nashua, IA

‘In Memoriam’ submissions...
Should you learn of the passing of a fellow Peacock, please notify the
Office of Institutional Advancement and Alumni Development,
phone: 563-425-5388 • email: alumni@uiu.edu
or drop us a note by mail at:
Institutional Advancement and Alumni Development,
P.O. Box 1857, Fayette, IA 52142
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Alumni

Calendar of Events

Upcoming
Alumni Socials
We look forward
to seeing you soon!

- February 5
- March 5
- March 8
- April 17

Alumni Social - Des Moines, Iowa
Alumni Social - Fort Lauderdale, Fla.
Alumni Social - Orlando, Fla.
Alumni Social - Mesa, Ariz.

February 1

Peacock Wrestling
Alumni Day
Fayette, Iowa

Senior Receptions & Alumni Gatherings

This spring, we are excited to welcome alumni to our UIU Senior Receptions
at our center locations. There’s no better opportunity for seniors and new
alums to network with our entire Peacock family.

-

March 16
March 17
March 18
March 19
March 20
March 23
March 24
March 25
March 26
March 27
April 28

Des Moines Center
Cedar Rapids Center
Rockford Center
Blackhawk Center
Prairie du Chien Center
Wausau Center
Madison Center
Milwaukee Center
Quad Cities Center
Waterloo Center
Fayette Campus

March 9

Alumni Tailgate
(UIU Baseball vs. Tiffin)
Clearwater, FL

May 9

Commencement
Ceremonies
Fayette, IA
(10 a.m. and 2:30 p.m.)

March 13-14

NCAA Wrestling
Alumni Receptions

July 19-25

St. Louis, Mo.

RAGBRAI

March 28

Alumni Soccer Matches
Fayette, Iowa

April 11

Alumni Volleyball Matches
Fayette, Iowa

Homecoming 2015
October 9

President's Ball
Fayette, IA

April 11

Honors & Awards
Scholarship Banquet
Fayette, Iowa
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October 8-11

CONTACT US
TODAY!

For more info

uiu.edu/a

or to RSVP, vis

it

lumni/eve
nts,
call 563-4
25-5388 o
r
email alum
ni@uiu.ed
u.

Order today from our complete online catalog at:

pavobluestore.com
UIU Appare
ifts &
G
,
e
f e e H o us

l

C

of

UIU Peacocks Sweatshirt
Color: Grey with Carolina Blue Print
Sizes: S – 3 X
Price: $29.99

Upper Iowa 1857 Sweatshirt
Color: Carolina Blue
Sizes S – 3X
Price: $29.99

Below is just a sampling of the many items we carry at Pavo Blue.
For a full listing, please visit our website. Thank you.
POPULAR NEW ITEM!
Game Day Long-sleeved Jersey
92% Cotton 8% polyester
Colors: Navy, Charcoal Heather or Sport Grey.
Unisex sizing: S – 2X. Front logo: Peacock Head, Back
Logo: UPPER IOWA, $40.00

Richardson Stocking Caps
A. Navy/ White/ Carolina Blue with Pom $17.99
B. Grey/ Black/ Royal Stripe Beanie $15.99

We would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your business. Pavo Blue is the University-owned logo store,
and all profits remain within the University. To order, call 563-425-4180 or visit us online at pavobluestore.com.

WANTED: Thrill Seekers!

Are you up for the trip of a lifetime? Well, you’re in luck!
Upper Iowa University invites
alumni, faculty, staff, students and
friends of the University for the

2016 Grand Canyon

Whitewater Rafting Excursion!

May 13-19, 2016
For more information, contact:

Daryl Grove, M.Ed. - groved@uiu.edu or
Dr. Kata McCarville - mccarvillek@uiu.edu
Deposit Deadline Feb. 1, 2015
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605 Washington Street
P.O. Box 1857
Fayette, IA 52142

The post office charges Upper Iowa University 57 cents for each change of address returned to us. You can help eliminate unnecessary expenses by informing
us of your new address before you move. Parents, if your son or daughter no longer maintains a permanent address at home, please notify the Institutional
Advancement and Alumni Development Office of the correct mailing address. Call 800-553-4150, ext. 5388, or email alumni@uiu.edu. Thank you.

We want to hear from you! Tweet, hashtag, pin and like our
Facebook page so we can see what you have to say about UIU!
I am thankful for great professors like
Dr. Figdore and the late Lewis Churbuck
in the science department. I not only
learned a lot from these men but also
admired the way they treated their students and
were personable. — Dan Anderson '00
I’m thankful for my adviser Cyndy Green,
who helped me return to college after
many years, complete my degree and
continue on to a master’s. She was
instrumental in my success through her knowledge and understanding of UIU’s
offerings, and what best would fit my goals and experience. Thank you, Dr. Green
and Upper Iowa for helping me to realize my goals! — Edward Mahlstadt ‘94
I am beyond thankful for the amazing family that I fell into at Upper Iowa, a family
that continues to support me as I continue onto my new adventure
through graduate school. Without all the support while attending
UIU and post-graduation, I have no idea where I would be today.
Forever grateful for all the amazing opportunities that UIU has given
me! Forever a PEACOCK at heart! — Daphne Barness ‘14

I am thankful that my wife, Kathleen, and I took the time this fall to
revisit the UIU campus. After over 40 years, I was overwhelmed by
the old beautiful buildings that brought back so many memories, and
impressive new buildings and sculptures that ensured the future of
the school. My time spent with Dr. Duffy and his wife, Sharon, and Andrew Wenthe
renewed my pride in UIU and ensured I will return soon. If you have not been back to
Fayette in a long time, do it. It is well worth the time and effort. — Jack Barlow ’66
I’m thankful for the education that I received at UIU, and for the
lifelong friends! — Evelyn Stoll ‘76
I am thankful for the opportunity UIU gave me to complete my undergraduate
degree while in the military. This allowed me to successfully complete
20 years of military service, move on to receive a graduate degree in
nursing and now teach nursing in Mesa, Ariz. — Carl Schell ‘82
I’m thankful for an enriching education that has led me to grad
school. — Nathan Borne ‘12

