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from	the	president

Concern over environmental issues has been happening for centuries, 
as far back as the 1800s when Upper Iowa was established.  This 
was the era in which scientists discovered that poor sanitation and 
unsafe drinking water were linked to typhoid and cholera epidemics, 
that smog caused the death of residents of large urban areas, and 
when outraged citizens put a stop to the felling of precious California 
redwoods.   Since then, each era has had its own environmental 
concerns, activists, reformers, organizations, laws, and solutions to the 
ecological issues at hand.   

We all know that America’s most recent environmental crisis was the 2010 British Petroleum (BP) 
Deepwater Horizon oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico that wreaked havoc on the environment, marine 
life, citizens’ lives, and local economies.  However, from an academic standpoint, all was not lost.  For 
example, after BP’s tedious trial-and-error attempts, the industry now knows how to cap these types of 
wells.  Scientists discovered that the Gulf’s warm water and churning currents combined with the sun 
have already dispersed most of the oil, which will help life return to normal much faster than expected.  
Then there were the thousands of entrepreneurial ideas that were presented to BP from engineers, 
scientists, inventors, and everyday citizens on how to plug the leak or clean up the oil.  Finally, the last 
phase to this event will be the legal and political wrangling that will probably carry on for years. 

Upper Iowa University has a very strong environmental science degree program; however, as the BP 
oil spill demonstrated, an environmental disaster interlaces with all aspects of society.  As educators, 
we believe it is our responsibility to teach and mentor environmental responsibility from across the 
curriculum—science, history, business, education, law, and politics—as well as emphasizing social 
responsibility and civic engagement.  The UIU vision is to prepare today’s students to become tomorrow’s 
leaders, ready to seize their part in solving the BP oil spills and other crises for future generations. 

This issue of The Bridge tells just a few of Upper Iowa’s stories on sustainability, environmental 
responsibility, and advocating ‘green.’  UIU is also extremely proud of its strong commitment to 
community service and civic engagement as evidenced by some of the recognitions received over the 
years, such as the President’s Honor Roll award, the Governor’s Award for Volunteerism, and the 2010 
NACMA/Division II Community Engagement Award of Excellence, for which UIU is one of 18 winners 
from across the country.   

        Enjoy,

Advocating	’green’

The	Bridge
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alumni@uiu.edu
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that this fall, nearly 8 percent of UIU 
students are simultaneously enrolled in 
courses offered through a combination of 
multiple modalities – onsite, online, or as 
independent study.  
 
The flexibility of modalities is especially 
attractive to military students, who are  
able to continue their education despite 
relocation. Veterans and active members 
of the military and their families account 
for 10 percent of University-wide 
enrollment.

UIU	awarded	AmeriCorps	
planning	grant

UIU has been awarded a one-year $50,000 
planning grant from AmeriCorps to develop 
a series of educational summer camps.  If all 
goes well, UIU could receive an additional 
$130,000 for the first year of summer camps 
in 2012, which could then be renewed 
annually to continue the program. 

Planning for the AmeriCorps program is 
just beginning but calls for the University 
to develop summer camps for students in 
grades K-12. Some camps will be hosted 
on the University campus in Fayette, others 
will be held in towns throughout the area. 
Preliminary plans call for offering a number 
of camps over an eight-week period in the 
summer. 

University News
EnrollmEnT	ACross	
UIU	rIsEs	6.3%	ovErAll
University-wide enrollment rose 
6.3 percent this fall. The 6,765 total 
includes students enrolled at the 
Fayette campus, U.S. and international 
center locations, and UIU’s online and 
independent study programs.  This is the 
sixth consecutive year that enrollment 
has increased across the University.

“UIU is not just seeing a one-year 
boost in enrollment but a phenomenal, 
sustained growth over a six-year 
period,” said UIU President Alan G. 
Walker. “This ascending enrollment 
demonstrates the strength of UIU’s 
approach to providing higher education 
through a variety of modalities that 
allow students to access a college 
education in ways that best suit their 
lives.” 

Citing UIU’s unique academic structure 
that offers six enrollment periods each 
year, Melik Peter Khoury, senior vice 
president for strategic positioning, said 
the University will see an estimated 
2,000 more students enroll before the 
end of the academic year.

“Our variety of modalities and our 
enrollment flexibility allow students to  
enroll at any time throughout the year 
and to move easily from one modality 
to another,” said Khoury.  He noted 

UIU	rECIpIEnT	of	TWo	 
AmErICAn	lEgIon	
sCholArshIps

Ivan Torkelson and Dr. Rudy Kraus, 
representatives of local American 
Legion posts in Elgin and Fayette, 
respectively, presented President Alan 
G. Walker with two $1,000 scholarships 
from the American Legion of Iowa 
Foundation (ALIF) this past summer.

“Having come from a military family, 
it is with honor that I accept these two 
significant scholarship awards intended 
to help deserving Upper Iowa Univer-
sity students, who are a veteran, spouse, 
or child of a veteran, graduate with less 
debt,” said Walker. “We are proud of 
our commitment to our military students 
by making higher education available to 
them anywhere, at anytime.”

In 2009, the ALIF provided over 
$87,000 in cash awards to veteran 
rehabilitation, community service, and 
youth programs in the state of Iowa.  
Established in 1978, the ALIF has 
accumulated a total permanent endow-
ment fund of over $1,861,301 to better 
human life through scholarships and 
other humanitarian causes.

TWo	nEW	UIU	CEnTEr	
loCATIons	opEn

Upper Iowa opened its 16th educational 
center in the United States at Fort Sill, 
Oklahoma. This is the fifth UIU educa-
tional center located on a military base 
that serves active, Guard, and reserve mil-
itary members and their families located 
on the base, as well as civilians living in 
the surrounding communities. Fort Sill 
is a U.S. Army base that is home to the 
Fires Center of Excellence in Lawton, 
Oklahoma, and is located in the Harry 
S. Truman Education Center, 3281 NW 
Koehler Loop.

Wayne Converse, director of the UIU 
South Central Region, said Upper Iowa 
University was invited to offer classes 
on the Army base and has been approved 
by the Higher Learning Commission and 
the Oklahoma Board of Regents to offer 
two associate degree programs as well as 
bachelor of science degree programs.

Initially, UIU will offer A.A. degree 
programs in general business and 
liberal arts and B.S. degree programs in 
human resources management, social 
science, and public administration, with 
additional emphases in fire science or law 
enforcement.

Classes started January 2011 at Upper 
Iowa’s 17th educational center in the 
Quad Cities.

Stacy Hamilton has been hired as the new 
center director at Fort Sill, and Daniel C. 
Marvin will serve as center director for 
the new Quad Cities Center.

UIU	rECEIvEs	$300,000	gIfT	
from	ArAmArK;		sETs	 
$1	mIllIon	goAl	for	 
2011	TEAm	pEACoCK	
sCholArshIp	DrIvE

During a news conference in Des Moines, 
President Walker announced that 
ARAMARK, the food service provider 
on UIU’s Fayette campus, donated a 
$300,000 gift toward the Team Peacock 
Scholarship Fund.  ARAMARK is a leader 
in professional services, providing award-
winning food services, facilities manage-
ment, and uniform and career apparel to 
health care institutions, universities and 
school districts, stadiums and arenas, and 
businesses around the world.

Walker officially launched the Team Peacock 
2011 Scholarship Fund Drive with  
ARAMARK’s gift and issued the  
challenge to UIU alumni, faculty, staff, 
students, and friends to raise $1 million to 
fund student scholarships next year.

“ARAMARK is proud to support Upper Iowa 
University and the UIU Team Peacock 
Scholarship Fund,” said Trevor Ferguson, 
associate vice president, ARAMARK 
Higher Education. “We salute Team Peacock 
on another outstanding fundraising effort 
that will enable so many students to ad-
vance their education with scholarships.”

new	restaurant/sports	
lounge	to	open	in	fayette

Upper Iowa awarded its third Upper Iowa 
Business Development (UIBD) grant 
November 2010 to a group of former 
students, who will operate a sports lounge 
and fine-dining restaurant, “Victories,” in a 
new building that is nearing completion on 
Fayette’s Main Street.

The UIBD grant is a cash award given to 
a business that wants to start, expand, or 
relocate in the city of Fayette. The grant was 
created through a $500,000 endowment by 
UIU Board of Trustees Chair Bob Firth and 
his wife, Betty, who is also a trustee. This year, 
the University constructed the new building as 
part of its current $75 million building project 
on campus and in Fayette. The 2010 UIBD 
grant includes $40,000 cash. This year only, 
due to the uniqueness of the project, the grant 
also includes two years of 75 percent rent 
abatement and three years of 50 percent rent 
abatement.

There are four partners in Victories, three of 
whom are UIU grads and one who attended 
the University for two years.  Kevin Grudzien 
of Dyer, Indiana, ’96, will serve as CEO and 
CFO; Aaron Villarreal, Melrose Park, Illinois, 
’96, COO; Charlie O’Connell, Rochester, 
Minnesota, ’97, CMO; and Ray Bolinger, 
Chandler, Arizona, who attended UIU for two 
years, president and general manager.  Another 
UIU alum, Joshua Bailey, Brownsdale, 
Minnesota, ’95, will serve as assistant general 
manager and marketing director; and a former 
Postville resident, Matt Henning, has been 
hired as executive chef.  Bolinger, Bailey, and 
Henning are all relocating to the Fayette area. 
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Manno teaches law and political science 
at the UIU Des Moines Center. 

Barnhills	publish	book	
on	Asperger	syndrome
UIU online faculty member Press 
Barnhill, D.B.A. and his wife, Gena P. 
Barnhill, Ph.D., have written a book on  
Asperger syndrome, Parents of Children 
with Disabilities: A Survival Guide for 
Fathers & Mothers.

“Most of the book 
is written from 
my perspective 
as the father of a 
son with Asperger 
syndrome,” said 
Press Barnhill. 
“There are also 
stories written by 
other parents from 

the Kansas City area and from Lynch-
burg, Virginia, where we now live.”

The book draws upon the Barnhills’ 
extensive work with families raising 
children with disabilities and their own 
experience raising a child with Asperger 
syndrome. As a registered nurse, school 
counselor, school psychologist, and au-
tism coordinator, Gena has worked with 
children with special needs for more than 
30 years. 

Press has facilitated a parent support 
group and served as Regional Chairman 
of the Parent Advisory Council for the 
Missouri Autism Project. 

madison	instructor	
earns	her	doctorate

Dr. Carola Pfoertner, UIU-Madison 
instructor in psychology, earned her 
doctorate this summer in psychology 
from the University of Wisconsin-
Madison.  Pfoertner also teaches full time 
at Madison College.

vazquez	authors	book
Dr. Roland Vazquez, associate professor 
of social science and anthropology, 

authored the 
book, Politics, 
Culture, and 
Sociability in 
the Basque 
Nationalist 
Party.  His work 
examines the 
tensions between 
various nationalist 
parties and 
philosophies and 
considers the way 
politics have an 
impact on, and 
are impacted by, 
social and cultural 
values and 
practices.

Vazquez studies 
Basque Nationalism as not merely a 
political phenomenon but as a cultural 
and social one as well.  His discussion 
ranges from the forces that have shaped 
the Basque political spectrum and how 
Basque Nationalists attained their relative 
importance, to the nature of Basque 
political campaigns and Basque cultural 
and social movements, both inside and 
outside the explicitly partisan milieu.

Vazquez received his Ph.D. from 
Rutgers University.  He recently 
returned from a sabbatical year spent 
in the Basque Country, where he 

continued his research on Basque and 
Spanish politics.  

haines	coauthors	
publication
Dr. Aaron Haines, assistant professor 
vertebrate biology, recently coauthored 
the publication, “Survival and mortality 
of cougars in the trans-pecos ecoregion.”  
[Southwestern Naturalist 55: 412-419.]  
He also gave a presentation over the 
summer in Saylorville, Iowa, for the Iowa 
Academy of Science Speaker Series on 
the use of remote cameras in wildlife 
research. Haines serves as the associate 
editor of conservation for The Journal of 
the Iowa Academy of Science.

manno	releases	second	
murder	mystery

Mike Manno, Des Moines area faculty 
member, has published his second Parker 

Noble murder 
mystery, End of 
the Line.   His 
book was released 
in hardcover 
by Five Star, 
Gale-Cengage 
Learning.

End of the 
Line is set in a 
fi ctionalized Iowa 
and is a follow-up 
to Manno’s earlier 
book, Murder 
Most Holy, 
published in 2006 
by Five Star and 
paperback in 2008 
by Worldwide 
Mystery.  

End of the Line involves the murder 
of a former bank offi cial found shot 
to death in the back of a city transit 
bus.  It is available from Amazon and at 
bookstores.  Further information can be 
found at www.mikemanno.com.

Craddock		sloan	certifi	ed
Dr. John L. Craddock, UIU online 
faculty member and mentor, earned his 
certifi cation from the Sloan Consortium.  
Sloan trains faculty from major schools, 
such as S.U.N.Y., Michigan State, and 
the University of New Mexico, on how 
to continually improve the quality of 
the student online learning experience.  
Typical courses include using audiovisual 
tools, Web. 2.0 applications and resources, 
creating and using podcasts and Quality 
Matters.org training.  Craddock’s training 
was sponsored by Upper Iowa University.

mcreynolds	published
English Professor Doug McReynolds 
is the featured artist in the current 
Wapsipinicon 
Almanac (No. 17), 
available from 
Route 3 Press in 
Anamosa, Iowa. 
The Almanac 
has previously 
published pieces 
of his work and 
the work of Upper Iowa’s Milwaukee 
Center English Professor Dex Westrum.  
McReynolds’s contribution to the current 
edition is a suite of personal essays on the 
four seasons, and in which he draws on 
experiences ranging from growing up in 
rural Kansas to teaching writing at UIU. 

24	new	faculty	hired
This fall, UIU hired 24 new full-time 
faculty members at the Fayette campus, 
for the online program, and at its centers 
in the United States and abroad.

“We are very fortunate at Upper Iowa 
University to have the facilities and 
academic scope that attracts strong 
faculty members,” added Dr. David 
Chown, chief academic offi cer. “As 
a result, we are able to secure an 
exceptional group of faculty to help 
strengthen and lead the university on its 
mission of continuous improvement of 
academic quality.”

For a complete list of new instructors at 
UIU, their credentials, and what they are 
teaching, go to uiu.edu/ocm/news/2010-
aug/newfaculty.html

faculty

Upper Iowa University was well represented at the second annual Iowa Science 
and Mathematics Teacher Educators Summit held at Grinnell College in August, 
sponsored by the Iowa Mathematics and Science Education Partnership (IMSEP).  
The summit brings together members of the higher education community to 
discuss how all of Iowa’s teacher education programs can work together toward the 
common goal of producing exemplary teachers of science and mathematics. UIU’s 
faculty commitment to this goal was clearly demonstrated with nine UIU faculty 
from the fi elds of science, mathematics, and education in attendance. In addition, 
Dr. Nigel George, associate professor of mathematics and physics, was a member of 
the summit organizing committee and helped facilitate several sessions. Upper Iowa 
University faculty also got to meet with former Governor Chet Culver. The Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) education initiative has been a 
priority of the former Governor’s since 2007. “As Governor, as an educator, and as 
a father, I feel strongly about the future of education in this state (Iowa),” Culver 
is quoted as saying.  IMSEP was created in 2008 to increase the number of STEM 
teachers and to improve student performance in math and science.

pictured	(front	row,	left	to	right):		Dr.	Aaron	haines	and	Dr.	nigel	george.		Back	row	(l-r):		Dr.	Kerry	opel,	
Dr.	Terri	lasswell,	Barb	Ehlers,	Dr.	Janet	Kehe,	Dr.	gina	Kuker,	and	Dr.	maureen	Busta.		not	pictured:		
Dr.	Jennifer	stoff	el.

UIU	faculty	attend	Iowa	science	and	
mathematics	Teacher	Educators	summit

gaulke	earns	ph.D.
Dr. Kathryn Gaulke, UIU-Milwaukee 
Center adjunct faculty in health services 
administration, recently earned her Ph.D. 
from Capella University School of Public 
Service Leadership.

Des	moines	adjunct	
receives	high	honors

Samy El-Baroudi, ’97, adjunct 
faculty member for the UIU-Des 

Moines area center and Des Moines 
East High School business teacher, 
has been named 2010 Financial 
Educator of the Year by Iowa 
Jump$tart Coalition. 

The award was provided by the Iowa 
Credit Union Foundation and was 
presented at the annual Jump$tart 
Coalition Personal Financial Literacy 
Conference in Ankeny.  El-Baroudi 
teaches both education and business 
courses for Upper Iowa.
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peacock	Athletics

The Northern Sun Intercollegiate Conference 
(NSIC) recognized four Peacocks as Football 
All-Conference for outstanding performance 
during the 2010 season.

Senior Nate Curran, 
Cedar Falls, Iowa, was 
named South Division 
First Team Defense for 
the second consecutive 
season. Curran was 
chosen for compiling 77 
tackles (ranked 8th in the 
NSIC).  The senior also 
made eight stops for loss, totaling 21 yards, 
intercepted a pair of passes, and broke up 
four passes.  Curran was also selected for 
the Consensus Draft Services Division II 
Preseason All-American First Team. 

Junior Jessie Hubbard, 
West Palm Beach, 
Florida, was named 
South Division Second 
Team Offense for being 
the favorite target of 
UIU quarterbacks and 
fi nishing the season as 
the third most targeted 
receiver in the NSIC, catching 4.64 passes 
per game.  The junior receiver (ranked 8th 
in the NSIC) caught 51 passes this season 
for 597 yards and made fi ve touchdowns.  
Hubbard also ranked third in the NSIC 
in kickoff returns, returning 11 kickoffs 
for an average of 29.6 yards per return, 
which included a 92-yard kick return for 
a touchdown in UIU’s 21-20 victory over 
Wayne State.  Hubbard was named to the 

South Division Honorable Mention squad 
last season.

Senior defensive lineman 
Preston Spencer,
Wichita, Kansas, 
earned South Division 
Honorable Mention after 
fi nishing the season with 
the third most tackles for 
loss and the seventh most 
sacks in the NSIC.  He 
made 14.5 of his 56 tackles behind the line 
of scrimmage for a loss of 57 yards, which 
included six sacks.  Spencer also forced 
and recovered a fumble while blocking a 
kick for Upper Iowa this season.

Freshman linebacker 
Ethan Douglas, 
Brodhead, Wisconsin, 
was the NSIC freshman 
leader in tackles with 
74 (ranked 21st in the 
NSIC).  He fi nished third 
on the 2010 squad in 
total tackles and second 
on the team in tackles for loss, which 
totaled 26 yards.  Douglas recorded a 
career best 13 tackles at Concordia-St. 
Paul on Nov. 6 and tallied two tackles for 
loss at MSU Moorhead on Sept. 18.

The NCAA Championships Committee has 
awarded the 2012 NCAA Division II
Wrestling Championships to Upper Iowa
University and the Cedar Rapids Area
Convention and Visitors Bureau (CRACVB).
The announcement was made after the 
Peacock wrestling team tied for 3rd place 
with Nebraska-Kearney at the 2009 
Championships, thanks to a UIU national 
champion, national runner-up, and two 
third-place fi nishers.

Upper Iowa and the CRACVB teamed up to 
host the 2008 NCAA Division II Wrestling 
Championships at the U.S. Cellular Center 
with great success. UIU was awarded the 
Duane Kramer Sports Tourism Award by 
the CRACVB for hosting an event that 
attracted a signifi cant number of visitors to 
the Cedar Rapids area.

UIU	to	host	2012	nCAA	Division	II	
Wrestling	Championships

The	national	soccer	Coaches	
Association	of	America	(nsCAA)	
released	its	2010	College	Team	

Academic	Award	roster;	and	for	the	
fourth	consecutive	season,	both	UIU	
soccer	programs	were	recognized	for	

posting	a	team	grade	point	average	of	
3.0	or	higher.		UIU	
becomes	just	one	
of	130	institutions	
from	every	level	of	
collegiate	soccer	to	
have	both	programs	

earn	the	award.

When the NSIC announced the 2010 
Soccer All-Conference teams, three 
Peacocks were recognized for their 
outstanding play this season.  Valeria 
Ptasinski, Machesney Park, Illinois, and 
Liz Kaluzinski, Belvidere, Illinois, made 
their fi rst appearance on the NSIC All-
Conference team, while Emily Gielau, 
Belvidere, Illinois, earned her third 
consecutive All-NSIC recognition.

The NSIC All-Conference teams were 
voted on by the coaches of the league.  
However, coaches could not vote for their 
own players.

Sophomore midfi elder Valeria Ptasinski 
added another award to her outstanding 
second season in a Peacock uniform 
when named to the Daktronics Division 
II Women’s Soccer All-Central Region 
Second Team.

Ptasinski is one of nine members from 
NSIC schools to land on the All-Region 

team.  Winona State lead the NSIC 
representation with three players, and 
Minnesota Duluth added two players.

Peacock forward Derek Oelmann, 
Waverly, Iowa, was named to the 
Daktronics Division II Men’s Soccer 
All-Central Region First Team and the 
Daktronics Division II All-America 
Second Team.

Oelmann was the only non-Rocky 
Mountain Athletic Conference member 
chosen for this year’s All-Central Region 
Team.

Wrestling
men’s	and	Women’s	Basketball
For complete information on schedules,

rosters, statistics, and more, go to the UIU 
homepage and click on Athletics —

or bookmark UIU Athletics at 
www.upperiowaathletics.com

                                  OVERALL   HOME   AWAY
   ALL GAMES    (2-9)        (2-3)         (0-6) 
   CONFERENCE    (2-8)        (2-3)         (0-5)  
   NON-CONFERENCE    (0-1)        (0-0)         (0-1)  

2010	football	Wrap	

The	seven	students	pictured	
below	all	earned	northern	sun	
Intercollegiate	Conference	(nsIC)	
player	of	the	Week	honors	in	the	
2010	season	in	their	respective	
sport.		pictured	(left	to	right):		
Jill	preeshl	(Women’s	golf );	
liz	Kaluzinski (Women’s	soccer);		
Jessie	hubbard	(football);	
sara	vance (volleyball);		
Carl	Broghammer (Wrestling);		
matt	lesan	(men’s	Basketball);	
and	Trevor	franklin	(Wrestling).	

Peacocks earn seven 
nsIC	player	of	the	
Week	honors	in	2010

UIU soccer  teams receive 
high	academic	honors

Women’s	soccer:		Three	
peacocks	earn	All-nsIC	

ptasinski		and	oelmann	named	
to	All-Central	Team

UIU	WInTEr	sporTs

The Medal of 
Courage is presented 
annually to a wrestler 
or former wrestler, 
who has overcome 
insurmountable 
challenges that may 
be physical, mental, 
or other handicap 
that makes his or her achievements all the 
more uplifting. 

Don Parker was hired as head wrestling 
coach at UIU in 1973, coaching seven 
All-Americans in his four-year stay, and in 
1976 was named the Iowa Intercollegiate 
Athletic Conference co-coach of the year.  
Parker also served as assistant football 
coach and taught physical education 
during his time at Upper Iowa.

In 1998, Parker fell 12 feet from a tree 
stand, breaking his neck and rendering 
him an incomplete quadriplegic. He was 
still able to teach and coach from his 
wheelchair until retiring from UW-Eau 
Claire in 2009.

former	UIU	wrestling	coach	
receives	medal	of	Courage

Go 

Peacocks!
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These wells are a key part of bringing the 
Liberal Arts Building up to Silver LEED-
certifi ed standards, and they establish 
the template for any future construction 
projects on campus. There are a myriad 
of other green initiatives in place across 
the University making UIU more 
environmentally friendly today and laying 
the groundwork for a more sustainable 
future.

“We have put a great deal of emphasis on 
being sensitive to environmental issues 
throughout the new buildings,” said Bryan 
Jolley, executive director of facilities 
management and services. “It’s not just 
the geothermal systems. Each building 
has ‘daylighting’ windows built into it to 
increase the use of natural sunlight and 
reduce the need for electricity. We have 
used Iowa brick and stone throughout, as 
well as recycled product for fi nishes, most 
of which were brought in from less than 
150 miles. The paint and furnishings were 

selected to avoid ‘off gas’ of hazardous 
chemicals, which can undo all your green 
initiatives. UIU even installed blackboards 
rather than white boards in the classrooms, 
which may not look high tech, but which 
don’t require chemicals for cleaning.”

Some of the other environmentally 
sensitive initiatives that can be spotted 
around the new buildings include:

•    More bike racks to encourage cycling 
over driving to class

•    Rainwater captured at the Liberal Arts 
Building and reused for irrigation 

•    Storm water redirected through low 
spots in the landscape to minimize runoff

•    Flagpoles from other locations reused 
in the new Student Center plaza

•    Trees relocated to the new South 
Village I residence hall 

Jolley noted that, in general, landscaping 
has become more environmentally friendly 
on campus. The University uses only local 
plant material that doesn’t require a lot of 
water or maintenance. Trees that have been 
cut down are chipped, mulched and reused, 
such as along the new challenge course. 
Any pavers or concrete removed during 
remodeling are saved for reuse. 

Environmentally sensitive initiatives are far 
from limited to the new buildings or to the 
Fayette campus, Jolley said. UIU faculty, 
staff and students have incorporated green 
practices—focused on reduce, reuse and 
recycle—at nearly every UIU facility.

Housekeeping staff in Fayette are reducing 
chemical use by using Green Seal™ 
certifi ed cleaning products, and reducing 
paper consumption and waste by using 
paper products that meet or exceed 
guidelines set by the Environmental 
Protection Agency for minimum post-

consumer content. Paper towels are 70 
percent recycled paper, and toilet tissue 
is 90-100 percent recycled fi ber. Even 
trash can liners are made primarily from 
recycled material. UIU is also changing 
over all soaps and sanitizers to a brand that 
reduces packaging waste by 54 percent.

“These products don’t cost any extra 
money and work just as well as what 
we’ve been using before, and at least we 
know we are not hurting the environment 
as much,” said Rocky Sanders, director of 
custodial services.

Noting that the custodial staff also uses 
recycled materials for mops and rags, 
Jolley said that expanding use of green 
cleaning supplies is one of the initiatives he 
hopes to replicate at other UIU locations. 

ARAMARK, the food service contractor 
in Fayette, is also working green. Tony 
Graham, director of campus dining, 
pointed out that food trays in the cafeteria 
have been almost eliminated to reduce 
water consumption and that all one-
time use “to-go” containers are made of 
biodegradable sugar cane. Biodegradable 
materials are also used for cups and glasses 
at the campus coffee shop, “Bean Me Up.” 

“Many of our on-campus containers are 
reusable plastic,” he added. “People just 
bring them back, and we sanitize them for 
the next customer.”

In the Des Moines-area centers, all 
fl uorescent light fi xtures have been 
retrofi tted to use bulbs that burn brighter 
but consume less energy. The centers have 
also installed programmable thermostats 
that set the temperature based on room 
occupancy. 

In Madison, all lighting was replaced 
through the Wisconsin Focus on Energy 
Program. According to Center Director 
Alan Capelle, the center has cut in half 
both energy consumption costs and 
water use with new windows, additional 
insulation, and a new water-conserving  
drinking fountain.

“We have also been able to purchase green 
renewable energy through our local utility, 
and about 50 percent of our electricity now 
comes from wind power,” Capelle added. 

“And with the new PCs in the computer 
lab that are coming in 2011, we expect to 
reduce energy consumption there as well.”

In Cedar Rapids and in Des Moines, 

the centers took steps to reduce paper 
consumption. Both run paperless computer 
labs and require students to supply their 
own paper.

“Students can print as much as they 
want; but it appears that when people 
supply their own paper, they make better–
greener–decisions,” said Center Director 
Kristi Tisl. “We are no longer seeing stacks 
of documents left in the printer, and there is 
much less paper waste.”

Other centers conduct similar efforts, 
recycling paper, cans and bottles and 
encouraging students to reduce energy 
consumption, such as the “Turn It Off” 
campaign in Rockford. Some centers also 
emphasize reuse, like in Wausau, where 
they use the backs of one-sided print jobs 
as fax cover sheets and fi nd creative ways 
to reuse paper, envelopes and boxes.

“We look like two 
old bag ladies pulling 
notebooks out of the bin 
that have been pitched 
by some high school 
students who also use 
the building,” laughed 
Vicki Anderson, center 
director.

Back in Fayette, 
recycling and reduction 
is also a strong focus. 
Many UIU offi ces 
have put their required 
forms online to reduce 
paper consumption. 
Students in the Science 

and Environment Club recycle bottles and 
cans. The UIU bookstore accepts toner 
cartridges for recycling. Cardboard and 
paper recycling are handled by Facilities.

Upper Iowa University’s green initiatives 
stretch as far away as Hong Kong, where 
the UIU center has been nominated 
as a “Caring Company” by the Hong 
Kong Council of Social Services. Part of 
earning that nomination includes meeting 
requirements for care of the environment, 
according to Tracy Lai, assistant center 
director.

“We practice the 3R policies, reduce 
waste, conserve energy, reduce light 
pollution, and use recycled/recyclable or 
environmentally friendly materials,” she 
said. “We even selected shark fi n-free or 
sustainable seafood menus for our business 
banquet.”

“Students can print as much as they want; but it appears 
that when people supply their own paper, they make 
better–greener–decisions,” said Center Director Kristi 
Tisl. “We are no longer seeing stacks of documents left 
in the printer, and there is much less paper waste.”

UIU’s	green	initiatives	stretch	as	far	away	as	hong	Kong,	where	the	UIU	center	has
been	nominated	as	a	“Caring	Company”	by	the	hong	Kong	Council	of	social	
services.		part	of	earning	that	nomination	includes	meeting	requirements	for	care	
of	the	environment,	according	to	Tracy	lai,	assistant	center	director.

Bryan	Jolley,	executive	director	of	facilities	management	and	services,	
poses	in	UIU’s	recycle	pile.		Trees	that	have	been	cut	down	are	chipped,	
mulched	and	reused,	such	as	along	the	new	challenge	course.		Any	
pavers	or	concrete	removed	during	remodeling	are	saved	for	reuse.	

UIU:	seeking	sustainability	and	growing	greener	
Under UIU’s snow-covered campus in Fayette lays part of the University’s most ambitious efforts to be 
environmentally sensitive.  Geothermal wells have been dug some 350 feet deep next to all three new 
buildings built on campus as part of Phase 1A of the University’s $75 million capital improvement program. 
The geothermal systems will provide heating and cooling for the buildings, reducing energy consumption. 
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In Chinese culture, shark fi n soup is 
considered a traditional delicacy for 
special events but has been blamed for 
endangering certain shark populations in 
recent years.

“Moving forward, my role will include 
working more closely with all the centers 
to advance green initiatives. We’ll make 
sure that we’re all using the right lighting, 
buying the right materials, and cleaning 
with the right supplies,” Jolley said. “The 
results will actually help our students 
succeed. Studies show that students who 
live in a perceived clean environment do 
far better academically and that students 
perceive as ‘cleaner’ an environment that is 
greener and more sustainable.”

“Striving to operate as a more  
environmentally friendly entity is just 
the right thing to do,” Jolley added. 
“Eventually, it will also become 
economically benefi cial and help UIU keep 
its commitment to giving students the right 
education at the right price.”

Jolley noted that because of the new 
buildings going online, the University 
has not yet seen overall savings from the 
reduction in energy consumption and other 
initiatives. However, he added, UIU has 
reduced the costs from what they could 
have been without these initiatives. “When 
you keep your usage at the same pace even 
when you’re growing, you’re still reducing 
and managing consumption,” he said.

The immediate next step, Jolley added, is 
to conduct a utility audit for each Fayette 
building to determine projects that may 
be able to save money in usage charges. 
Further cost reductions will be seen as the 
University gets better at measuring what 
is being achieved through environmental  
initiatives, as UIU focuses on applying 
green approaches in the educational 
centers, and as Fayette buildings are 
retrofi tted. 

“We’ve already done several things to the
 older Fayette buildings. In some areas, 
lights go on and off depending on whether 
someone is in the room, and we’ve 
changed out toilets and sinks to reduce 
water usage.

“We’ll expand the lighting changes, and 

begin replacing our old, ineffi cient boilers 
to renovate the thermal systems,” Jolley 
explained. 

A group of UIU staff and faculty have 
formed a “Sustainability Work Group” 
to make recommendations for the 
University’s approach to long-term 
sustainability. The group includes Chair 
Dr. Jeff Butikofer, assistant professor of 
environmental science; Alan Capelle, 
director, Madison Center; Hope Cline, 
science laboratory coordinator; Dr. Bill 
Duffy, senior vice president for Academic 
Extension; Dr. Nigel George, assistant 
professor of mathematics and physics; Dr. 
Aaron Haines, assistant professor of biology; 
Dr. Kata McCarville, assistant professor 
of geosciences; Dr. Nick Serra, associate 
professor of English; and Dr. Jennifer 
Stoffel, assistant professor of biology. 

 “There’s a lot of energy and drive for this 
initiative and much of it has come from off 
campus,” George added. “A large number 
of faculty and administration have an 
interest in sustainability.”

George said the work group initially 
is exploring how to assess current 
sustainability efforts to determine what 
needs to be done. Among the models 
the group is examining is STARS 
(Sustainability Tracking and Rating 
System), devised by the Association for the 

Advancement of Sustainability in Higher 
Education.

“We have to develop a working defi nition 
of what sustainability means for UIU and 
determine if the STARS matrix might work 
for the University,” George added.

The STARS matrix looks at achieving 
sustainability as a three-pronged approach:   
1)  sustainability in operations (practicing 
sustainability); 2)  sustainability in 
curriculum (teaching sustainability); 
3) sustainability in community (partnering 
with the community on sustainability).

“We recognize that there are a lot of great 
bits and pieces of sustainability activity 
already occurring, but we’d like to see 
those organized into a University-wide  
effort,” George said. “There’s a lot more 
to do on the education side to apply 
sustainable concepts in teaching across 
our disciplines, and working with the 
community on sustainability initiatives 
would be another key component.”

One community partnership already in 
place is a computer recycling initiative as 
part of the annual Fayette Appreciation 
Day. Over the past two years, the toxic 
wastes from more than 50 computers have 
been kept out of area landfi lls and disposed 
of safely and securely, with the hard 
drives destroyed, according to Dr. Joseph 
Elarde, assistant professor of information 
technology. Other computers have been 
reconditioned and donated to non-profi t 
organizations.

The UIU work group is looking at the 
big-picture applications and implications of 
sustainability, according to Duffy, who fi rst 
called the group together. 

“Sustainability is not yet part of the 
University’s strategic plan, and the working 
group is gathering information and 
working within the University to develop 
a recommendation to present to President 
Walker for consideration when the strategic 
plan is revised,” Duffy said. “Ultimately, 
with what we’re doing now to consider the 
University’s impact on the environment 
and as we become even more conscious of 
the impact of our decisions over the long 
haul, we’re going to be greener.”

Expanding	use	of	green	cleaning	supplies	is	one	
of	the	initiatives	Jolley	hopes	to	replicate	at	other	
UIU	locations.	

haul, we’re going to be greener.”

Capelle is referring to the environmental 
and earth science courses he has taught 
for the past 25 years, 10 years at UIU 
in addition to his center director duties, 
and 13 years prior to UIU as a biology 
instructor at Winona State University.

Capelle’s passion for the environment 
has come full circle, beginning and now 
continuing in the classroom.  He earned 
a B.S. and M.S. in environmental science 
and natural resources management, 
with a minor in earth sciences, from the 
University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point.   

As an undergraduate student, Capelle 
worked for the National Park Service in 
several states.  Some of his experiences 
suggest there weren’t a lot of dull 
moments.  For example, Capelle assisted 
with the rescue of a wayward hiker 

on Mt. McKinley; conducted dog sled 
demonstrations in Denali National Park, 
Alaska; had the rare opportunity in 1972 
to visit with then-Secretary of the Interior 
Rogers Morton; and was involved in 
escorting President Nixon’s boat in 
Biscayne National Park in the Florida 
Keys during the Watergate era.

Capelle jokingly adds, “I also lived on 
an island for fi ve months, seven miles 
from Homestead, Florida, and actually 
got tired of eating lobster from my front 
yard.” 

After college, Capelle continued to work 
for the National Park Service for four 
years.  In the late ’70s, he moved to the 
Alberta, Canada Parks, Recreation & 
Wildlife Department as part of a U.S.-
Canada agreement that was popular at 

the time, where he served as a resource 
management specialist for 10 years. 
Some of his duties for the Canadian park 
service included coordinating elk surveys 
via helicopter, working with ranchers 
on carrying-capacity studies, and park 
master planning.   

Capelle says he also supervised the 
building of several new visitor centers, 
from the beginning construction 
to fi nalizing exhibits and editing 
brochures.  “I had the rare opportunity 
to work on two World Heritage sites 
through UNESCO, the United Nations 
Educational, Scientifi c and Cultural 
Organization,” he said.  “The Head-
Smashed-In Bison Jump and the fi nest 
native rock art park in North America, 
Writing-On-Stone Provincial Park.”

A	lifetime	dedicated	to	learning,	living,	and	teaching	
about	the	environment
“All students can apply this knowledge to their general everyday life, as future citizens, and in the 
workplace,” says Alan Capelle, center director for the UIU Madison Center.  “I strongly believe this 
content needs to be understood and integrated into students’ lives and professions as much as possible.”  

UIU-madison	Center	Director	Alan	Capelle	has	
taught	environmental	and	earth	science	courses	for	
almost	25	years,	10	of	those	years	at	Upper	Iowa.
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likely it never will.”  He adds, “Nothing 
like the BP oil spill has ever happened 
in the Madison area; however, our 
four major lakes in the state have been 
inundated with runoff, excessive weed 
growth, and pollution over the past 
several decades.  In this way, the BP 
incident hits close to home.”

Capelle will always be an advocate 
for living ‘green’ and preserving the 
environment.  He has done some post-
graduate work at the University of 
Michigan-School of Natural Resources, 
is a member of the Aldo Leopold 
Foundation, the Nature Conservancy, 
the Wisconsin Environmental Initiative, 
Clean Wisconsin, and is a regular 
attendee of the Wisconsin Sustainability 
Council.  In November 2010, Capelle 
was one of the speakers for the Business 
Owners Speaker Series at the UIU-
Madison Center on the merits and 
benefi ts of ‘going green’ in today’s 
economy.   He says, “I have had a 
lifelong interest in the environment, 
and I’d like to think that I have opened 
many students’ minds and created more 
general awareness of these issues in my 
10 years at Upper Iowa.”

curators, and 
visit Jane, the 
best-preserved 
juvenile 
Tyrannosaurus 
Rex found in 
America.”  
Capelle also 
includes a trip 
to the Dinosaur 
Hall at the Field 
Museum of 
Natural History in Chicago, a virtual 
tour of the Dinosaur Diamond Scenic 
Byway in the American West, and a

 

teleconference call to the La Brea Tar 
Pits in downtown Los Angeles.  “I 
usually arrange a teleconference with 
the pit supervisor right in the heart 
of the La Brea Tar Pits as part of the 
‘Extinctions’ course here at Upper 
Iowa,” says Capelle.  “I love studying 
this very unique prehistoric predator trap 
and the immense geologic value it has 
on today’s society.” 

Current events also play a big part in 
Capelle’s teaching.  In his “Introduction 
to Environmental Science” course, he 
uses the recent BP oil spill in the Gulf 
of Mexico as a case study.   Capelle 
created a portfolio on all aspects of the 
spill, including numerous video news 
clips on what actually happened on the 
Deepwater Horizon drilling rig when it 
exploded and sank on April 22, 2010.  

Now considered the worst U.S. 
environmental disaster, Capelle 
incorporates the ecological impact 
of the spill—amount and length of 
the discharge, how the oil moved, 
the long-term ecological affects, and 
lessons learned from the accident.   “It is 
unknown at the present time whether the 
Gulf will ever be restored to its original 
condition,” says Capelle.  “But most 

After leaving Canada, Capelle 
worked as a consultant/manager for 
a nationwide consulting fi rm for 20 
years before deciding to teach.  Capelle 
says he uses a personal approach to 
teaching environmental courses.  In 
addition to the required textbook, 
lecture, discussion, and group or 
individual projects, Capelle likes to 
share his experiences and incorporate 
guest speakers and fi eld trips into the 
curriculum.  

Some of those fi eld trips include a visit 
to a Madison-based ‘green’ business, 

Best Cleaners, and its owner and CEO 
John Whitley; a tour of Cedar Grove 
Cheese Co. to observe a zero-waste 
cheese company in operation; and a 
teleconference with  Dr. James Hansen, 
the leading climate scientist at NASA-
New York City. 

Dinosaurs is another area Capelle is 
particularly passionate about and is even 
contemplating taking additional grad 
work online with the American Museum 
of Natural History in New York City.  
He has taught Upper Iowa’s newest 
undergraduate course, ‘Dinosaurs,’ 
which is about dinosaur paleontology.  
The class incorporates concepts from 
geology, biology, integrates some 
aspects of chemistry, physics and 
mathematics to explain and understand 
dinosaurs, the environments in which 
they lived, and the processes during this 
era that have shaped the Earth.  

According to Capelle, the class teaches 
students how to apply the scientifi c 
method in learning about dinosaurs from 
their fossil remains.  “The fi eld trip for 
the “Dinosaurs” course is usually a trip to 
the Burpee Museum of Natural History 
in Rockford, Illinois,” he explains.  “To 
see the exhibits, hear from the museum 

“I love studying this very unique prehistoric 
predator trap and the immense geologic value it 
has on today’s society.” 

The	UIU-madison	Center	“Extinctions”	class	visited	the	
milwaukee	public	museum.		The	one-week	summer	
course	is	taught	by	UIU-madison	center	director								
Alan	Capelle.

Grayson earned a B.S. in life science 
from Upper Iowa and Bruess a B.S. in 
conservation management and environmental 
science with a minor in biology.  They started 
searching for a summer research internship 
in their respective fi elds before graduation, 
found one with the U.S. Geological Survey 
(USGS), applied, and both were accepted.

In May 2010, Grayson and Bruess headed 
to Key Largo, Florida, to work as invasion 
species technicians for the next fi ve 
months in the Everglades National Park, 
catching and removing Burmese pythons 
that are proliferating in that area.  Grayson 
explained that these reptiles do extremely 
well in Florida, not only because they 
multiply rapidly, but because it is a less 
harsh environment than Southeast Asia; and 
Florida has fewer natural predators.  “Most 
of these snakes were intended 
to be exotic pets,” said Grayson.  
“They were either released into 
the park by irresponsible pet 
owners or escaped, many during 
Hurricane Andrew in 1992.”

Grayson and Bruess were 
provided free room and board 
by the USGS in a fenced-in 
double-wide trailer inside the 
park, but the internship was 
unpaid.  During their time off, 
both men tended bar and waited 
tables at a nearby establishment, 

Coconuts Bar and Grille in Key Largo, to 
earn extra money.   When working for the 
USGS, Grayson and Bruess set traps and 
patrolled the Main Park Road, known as the 
“stretch,” for snakes in the Florida Keys.  
Their biggest fi nd was inside the Park when 
they came across a thirteen-and-a-half-foot, 
150-pound Burmese python.  “It was a great 
catch,” explains Grayson.  “Not only because 
it was so big, but we caught it very close 
to a wild, endangered American Crocodile 
nest where we encountered hatchlings.  This 
snake would have decimated that nest of 
eggs and hatchlings.”

Grayson said, “We did this internship for 
the experience and to be able to add it to our 
resumes, but also because doing something 
to help save the environment is something we 
are both passionate about.”  Grayson says he 

has always had an interest in reptiles, which 
was reinforced by his trip to the Ecuadorian 
rain forest in the summer of 2009.   In 
Ecuador, Grayson helped fi eld workers with 
Ecology International identify reptiles and 
amphibians in the rain forest near Quito.  

He adds that many reptiles are misunderstood, 
such as the American crocodile.  Grayson 
tells the story about fl oating on a Florida 
lake on a two-dollar Wal-Mart raft when a 
nine-foot croc suddenly surfaced.  Grayson 
said he found himself staring eye to eye with 
it.  “Most people think these creatures are 
man-eating aggressors,” he said.  “In this 
instance, at least, that wasn’t the case.  We 
looked at each other for a moment, long 
enough for me to snap a photo with my cell 
phone, and then it swam away.”  Grayson 
added, “The crocodile is an excellent hunter 
of moving objects, big and small, whereas 
alligators prefer dead, dying, or extremely 
slow moving prey, making this encounter 
from my standpoint heart stopping.”

Since leaving Florida in September, Grayson 
has been shooting natural and wildlife 
pictures with aspirations of them being 
accepted by National Geographic.  In May 
2011, he will travel to Bolivia to photograph 
the Black King crocodile.  Grayson returned 
to Florida in November to assist in capturing 
a few more Burmese pythons and to 
reconnect with a few of his Florida friends.

saving	the	florida	Everglades	one	snake	at	a	time
Young, single, and fresh out of college, Dano Grayson, ’10, and his friend and fellow UIU 
alumnus, Jacob Bruess, ’10, decided to do something out of the ordinary before entering 
the real world of full-time employment.  

Alumni	Dano	grayson,	‘10,	and	Jacob	Bruess,	‘10,	
caught	this	thirteen-and-a-half-foot	Burmese	
python	while	serving	an	internship	for	the	Usgs		
this	past	summer	in	the	florida	Everglades.		
Although	not	the	largest	python	caught		on	
record	in	the	Everglades,	it	is	the	largest	catch		
by	any	Usgs	intern.

grayson	snapped	this	photo	of	an	American	crocodile	from	three	
feet	away	while	fl	oating	on	a	infl	atable	raft	on	a	florida	lake.		The	
reptile	simply	swam	away	after	having	its	photo	taken.	
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of the local parks I am surveying.”  
He says in this instance, instead of 
taking a live sample to preserve, 
he encouraged the class to use 
digital photography.  “Because it is 
a threatened species and this was a 
relatively small patch, a digital image 
is a good archival substitute.”  

Figdore plans to put his newfound 
knowledge gained from the ISU visit 
to good use as he reviews Upper 
Iowa’s collection.  “Having an eye for 
preservation and maintenance of these 
important historical plant records of 
Iowa’s past and present is critical.”  

Figdore says he will continue to 
survey the local woodlands, prairie 
sites, and roadside ditches; and he 
would like to eventually prepare and 
publish a survey on northeast Iowa 
plant life.

On his desk lies a folder of plant 
specimens, a collection by Thomas 
J. Elwick that dates back to the 
1890s.  Figdore retrieved the folder 
from Upper Iowa’s herbarium that 
is located on the Fayette campus 
in Baker-Hebron Hall.  As Figdore 
picks up a sample sheet of Nepeta 
cataria, or catnip, he explains, “Catnip 
from the mint family is not native 
to North America or Iowa but over 
time has naturalized.”   The sample 
is still amazingly well preserved on 
the yellowing paper and artistically 
arranged and labeled.  “These samples 
are mainly intended for our historical 
archive,” says Figdore.  “My students 

As Dr. Scott Figdore, UIU professor of science, explains his process for plant identifi cation; 
how he searches the local woodlands and prairies for rare or potentially endangered species 
and his ultimate excitement in fi nding one; the importance of preserving samples for Upper 
Iowa’s herbarium; and how eager his students are at learning this art, it is easy to get caught 
up in his enthusiasm for plant taxonomy.  

UIU	professor	of	science	Dr.	scott	figdore		is	the	offi		cial	
curator	of	the	Upper	Iowa	University	herbarium	located	
on	the	fayette	campus	in	Baker-hebron	hall.

figdore	works	to	preserve	local	natural	history

are collecting and mounting specimens 
for a teaching collection that is stored 
separately in our herbarium.”

This past summer, Figdore visited 
the Iowa State University (ISU) 
Ada Hayden Herbarium in Ames 
to learn more about preserving 
plant specimens, a trip underwritten 
by UIU’s Faculty Summer Grant 
program.  ISU houses one of the 
largest herbaria in the United States, 
and Figdore was able to see fi rsthand 
the preservation process of the ISU 
specimens.  He was hosted by Dr. 
Lynn Clark, ISU herbarium director 
and professor, and Deborah Q. Lewis, 
ISU herbarium curator.  “Seeing 

their preservation process was not 
only a great learning experience 
but of particular interest to me for 
several reasons,” said Figdore.  “After 
Professor Lew Churbuck retired, I 
inherited the dual responsibility of 
teaching the plant taxonomy class 
at Upper Iowa and of maintaining 
UIU’s herbarium.”  Retired Professor 
Emeritus Churbuck taught science at 
UIU for 37 years. The UIU herbarium 
dates back to the 1860s.      

Figdore stated, “Tasked with making 
sure these plant treasures are properly 
maintained so that they can be utilized 
as a historical archive and as an 
educational tool for years to come, I 

decided a visit to the ISU herbarium 
would be a great opportunity to learn 
more about specimen collection, 
maintenance, and preservation.”  
Drs. Clark and Figdore also discussed 
issues dealing with teaching classes 
about plant identifi cation and 
classifi cation, as well as shared a 
wealth of information on technological 
resources available.  Dr. Clark is the 
principal author of the “Grasses of 
Iowa” website.   

Figdore admitted he actually spent 
most of his time working with Curator 
Lewis.  Lewis showed Figdore how 
the ISU herbarium is housed and 
organized, which includes over 
640,000 specimens—200,000 of 
which were recently received from 
the University of Iowa.  It is housed in 
two rooms in Bessey Hall on the Ames 
campus in a series of large rolling 
cabinets and named after Ada Hayden, 
the fi rst woman to receive a Ph.D. 
from Iowa State.   Hayden was curator 
from 1934-1950 and is probably best 

known for her work on developing a 
system of prairie preserves throughout 
the state of Iowa.  UIU’s herbarium 
holds approximately 5,000 specimens 
and, although considerably smaller, 
is housed and organized in a similar 
manner.  

“Probably my favorite part of the trip 
was spending time with Ardis Moore, 
a volunteer helper at ISU,” said 
Figdore.  “Ardis helps out with the 

processing of new plant specimens, as 
well as with maintenance and repair of 
older specimens.”  Figdore said Moore 
showed him the proper procedures to 
mount and press new plant specimens, 
including large-stemmed plants 
that involved sewing the stems to 
herbarium sheets.  “I was then put 
to work, mounting, pressing, taping, 
sewing, and labeling about a dozen or 
so plant specimens under the watchful 
eye of Ardis,” chuckled Figdore.

Figdore also had an opportunity to 
visit prairie sites around Story County 
and survey plant species in bloom.  
During the prairie site fi eld trips, 
Figdore said he was able to brush up 
on his plant identifi cation skills and 
again recognized a few plant species 
that are not common to northeast 
Iowa.  “This experience motivated me 
to get more involved in plant surveys 
around UIU,” he said.   Figdore has 
already been working on a continuing 
survey of the Pleggenkuhle Prairie 
maintained by UIU, as well as a more 
extensive survey of several park areas 
in Fayette County.  

“In fact,” said Figdore, “My students 
and I recently located a threatened 
species known as twinleaf in one 

lewis	and	figdore	examine	a	plant	
specimen	at	the	IsU	Ada	hayden	herbarium	
in	Ames,	one	of	the	largest	herbaria	in	the	
United	states.

 “In fact,” said Figdore, “My students and I recently 
   located a threatened species known as twinleaf in
   one of the local parks I am surveying.”

This	rare	twinleaf	specimen	was	rediscovered	by	
figdore	and	his	class	while	surveying	a	local	park.		
Using	today’s	photographic	technology,	it	is	
easy	to	preserve	exceptional	finds	like	this	in	
a	digital	format.

Dr. Scott Figdore is professor of science at 
Upper Iowa University, where he has taught 
since 1992.  He teaches botany, principles of 
biology, microbiology, plant taxonomy, and 
plant nutrition.  Figdore earned his B.S. from  
Pennsylvania State University, and a M.S. and 
Ph.D. in plant genetics from the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison.  
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Originally constructed of hedges, the 
maze is a spin-off of the ancient Greek 
and Roman labyrinth; however, there 
are several distinct differences between 
a labyrinth and a maze.  The labyrinth is 
laid out in one long path that winds to the 
center of the design and back.  A maze path 
branches off into different directions that 
twist and turn and dead-end.  The labyrinth 
was originally created for spiritual rituals 
or quiet, meditative walks, while the maze 
evolved as an entertaining, complex puzzle 
just waiting to be solved.   

In 2007, Upper Iowa University celebrated 
its 150th anniversary and, at the urging of 
Art Professor John Siblik, decided one way 
to promote this special occasion was by 
sponsoring the Elgin Maize Maze.  That 
year, Siblik became the fi rst maze designer 
from Upper Iowa, incorporating UIU’s 
150th Anniversary logo into his design.  

Siblik indicated the design functions as a 
maze but references the labyrinth pattern 
found in the inlaid stone fl oor at Chartres 
Cathedral, which he felt helped to unify the 
elements within the design and the theme, 
“Find Your Way at UIU.”

Siblik again took on the task of designing 
the Maze in 2008, laying out a truly 
complicated maze pattern based on the 
Take a Kid Outdoors (TAKO) theme.  At 
that time, Siblik was a board member of 
TAKO, a local grass roots organization 
formed to instill an appreciation and 
understanding of nature and the outdoors 
in today’s youth.  Siblik has taught studio 
art and art history at UIU since 2002.  
He earned his bachelor of fi ne arts and 
bachelor of science in art education at 
Northern Illinois University and his master 
of fi ne arts at Southern Illinois University 
in Carbondale.

Then in 2009, alumna Sheila Miller took 
over drawing up the Maize Maze’s layout,
based on the theme, “Discover Iowa’s 
Paradise.”  Miller’s design represented the 
four counties in northeast Iowa—Fayette, 
Allamakee, Clayton and Winneshiek—that 
make up long-time Maize Maze sponsor, 
the Country Heritage Community (CHC).  
Miller serves as the director of editorial 
services at UIU, where she has been 
employed for six years.  She is a UIU 
graduate, earning her bachelor of arts in 
communications and master of business 
administration degree in global business.

Senior Harold Waterman, a graphic design 
major at UIU, sketched out the 2010 
Maze design.  The theme this year was 
“Electrifying,” incorporating Touchstone 
Energy Cooperative’s mascot, CFL Charlie.  
Waterman says it was a great opportunity 
that allowed him to use the latest 

UIU	designs	maize	maze	four	years	running
Etched into cornfi elds across North America, today’s corn mazes are popular entertainment 
destinations.  Just as soon as the corn is tall enough, youth of all ages, families, and various 
groups plan outings to these rural attractions that, in some cases, also offer petting zoos, 
pumpkin patches, hayrides, walking trails, concessions, and picnic areas.

Elgin Maize Maze.  As a Maze sponsor 
since 2007, Upper Iowa regularly takes 
student groups over to enjoy this local 
phenomenon.  This year, UIU international 
students on the Fayette campus traveled to 
Elgin on September 24 to try to solve the 
Maze at night.  

Mazemaster Laverne Swenson hosted the 
students, read the rules to the group, and

technology, a Wacom digital design tablet 
he recently purchased.   Waterman says 
the experience will be a nice addition to 
his resume.  Upon graduation, Waterman 
plans to start his own design fi rm in 
Monona, where he currently resides with 
his wife and three children.

Siblik, Miller, and Waterman all donated 
their time and talent in designing the senior	harold	Waterman	designed	the	2010	Elgin	

maize	maze,	incorporating	sponsor	Touchstone	
Energy’s	mascot,	Cfl	Charlie.		

Art	professor	John	siblik	designed	the	Elgin	maize	maze	in	2007	and	2008,	incorporating	Upper	Iowa’s	150th	Anniversary	logo	and	the	peacock	mascot	in	
2007	and	a	TAKo	theme	the	following	year	(left	and	center).		Director	of	Editorial	services	sheila	miller	designed	the	maze	in	2009	(right),	based	on	the	theme,	
“Discover	Iowa’s	paradise.”		

advised them to use their cell phones as 
fl ashlights in order to read their maps after 
dark...or to call someone if they needed 
rescuing.  Swenson also mentioned there 
had been several sightings of both Elvis 
and Big Foot by recent visitors.  

His fi nal words were, “Have fun, and now 
go get lost!”  All in good humor, of course.

UIU	has	37	non-degree	
seeking	international	
students	enrolled	on	the	
fayette	campus	taking	
English	as	a	second	
language.		The	entire	group	
(below)	showed	up	to	take	
a	turn	at	trying	to	solve	Elgin’s	
maize	maze	on	september	24.
maizemaster	laverne	
swenson	(left)	answered	
questions	before	the	
individual	groups	entered	
the	maze.		The	leader	of	this	
group	(right)	decides	to	do	
some	advance	planning.					
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In May 2010, Dr. Eric Eller, UIU 
associate professor of international 
business, and Kit Klepinger, coordinator 
for international education, escorted 10 
UIU students to Haiti as the service-
learning part of a May-term course, 
“The Culture, People and Economics of 
Haiti.”  Before leaving for Haiti, the class 
studied the history, culture, geography, 
government, current political system, 
economy, and the immediate response 
to the earthquake and the current crisis 
of the country.  By traveling to Haiti, the 
students experienced the island fi rsthand, 
saw the earthquake devastation and how 
volunteerism can make a difference in 
people’s lives. 

“The need in Haiti is overwhelming 
due to the earthquake,” said Eller. “The 
Haitian government reports 230,000 
are dead, an estimated 3,000,000 need 
assistance, and 1.3 million are living in 

tent cities where there is little clean water 
or decent sewage facilities.” 

Travel arrangements for the class were 
made through Partners in Development 
(PID), an organization designed to help 
the extremely poor attain independence 
and improve their lives. PID has been 
working with the Haitian people for 
the past 10 years; but since the Jan. 
12 earthquake, PID has undertaken an 
extensive, long-term relief effort in Haiti. 

“We mostly did construction work, 
clearing rubble and building shelters,” 
said Eller. “Several local pharmacies, 
Scott Pharmacy (Fayette) and Union Drug 
(West Union), put together a variety of 
medical supplies for us to deliver while 
we were down there.”

Upper Iowa University provided Eller’s  
class with funds from a faculty 
international grant program to help 
underwrite the students’ expenses, who 

also held several fundraisers to pay for 
their trip. “The service learning at the core 
of this class embodies the UIU mission of 
developing global citizens,” stated Eller. 
“These students had an experience they 
will never forget and the hope is that they 
will take what they learned and apply it to 
the rest of their lives.” 

The students wrote refl ection papers upon 
their return, and the following are some 
of their thoughts.  Note, some content has 
been edited for space.

Haitian Government

A lot of what we saw in Haiti was very 
upsetting, particularly the government 
and its reaction to the current crisis. The 
fi rst time we saw some Haitian police 
offi cers, they were in a nice-looking 
SUV—very nice compared to the vehicles 
in the neighborhood we were in.  They 
drove by in the morning when the 

Haiti, that small impoverished country the rest of the world forgot and then suddenly remembered.  I 
doubt that we would even have gone there if it weren’t for the 7.0 magnitude earthquake of Jan. 12, 
2010, that killed almost a thousand Haitians, left many more injured, and even more homeless.  Like 
the people of Haiti and the world’s reaction to their poverty, no one really noticed until a massive 
earthquake woke them up.             – sophomore Nathan Wagner 

temperature was around 90 degrees with 
the windows rolled up and some guy that 
looked like a tourist in the back seat.

The next time our group had an encounter 
with the police was a few days later.  
A few of the UIU team members had 
gone with one of the PID staff to get 
some supplies and were stopped at a 
checkpoint.  It’s funny how the police had 
time to conduct checkpoints, where they 
receive payoffs for simple infractions, 
but don’t have time to enforce laws that 
could actually help people. One of the 
UIU group members had forgotten her 
passport at the clinic so had to pay the 
police $12, which is two days worth of 
wages in Haiti. 

A few days later I heard a story about a 
woman who was living in a tent, had six 
or seven kids, three were newborn triplets, 
and her husband had just left her to live 
with a different woman. When she went to 
the mayor’s offi ce to ask him to enforce 
the law that states it is illegal for parents 
to leave their children, he replied they 
were too busy to enforce the law at this 
time.  

For me, the most confusing point is who’s 
in charge? We saw the Haitian police, 
U.N. peacekeepers, and a U.S. Army 
compound. I know the U.N. has been 
in Haiti for years and are supposed to 
help keep the peace, but they were seen 
guarding the presidential palace, just 
driving down the road, or at Wahoo Bay 
Resort—they may have been on break 
from duty. The U.S. troops aren’t as useful 
as they could be either.  They piled dirt 
along the river bank to prevent people 
from putting up tents before the rainy 
season, which causes the river to rise. 
This seems like a good effort, except that 
no one has ever lived along the river 
because Haitians know that it fl oods—so 
they were basically wasting time instead 
of helping with all the cleanup and 
reconstruction that needs to be done.  
                             – sophomore Nathan Wagner

Non-Governmental 
Organizations (NGOs)

When I think of PID, the words genuine

and generous come to mind. Genuine in 
that they have no ulterior motive to be 
there—just to help the people of Haiti 
rebuild their lives. PID is an exception 

compared to other NGOs.  For example, 
PID clinics treat all Haitians on a fi rst-
come, fi rst-serve basis.  Other NGOs in 
Haiti would only treat earthquake victims.  
The PID clinic is one of the few to provide 
testing to identify exactly what the patient 
has and treat it with the correct medicine 
and course of action. In contrast, other 
NGOs only give out pain medication 
and don’t take the time to diagnose 
the patients, so their condition never 
improves. PID not only treats patients 
with the right medication but follows up 
and monitors their progress, forming a 
relationship that provides an enormous 
moral support for the patients—giving 
them hope, motivation, and a sense of 
security and love to keep 
them from giving up and 
giving in to the hardship.  
PID also wants to 
enhance the Haitian 
culture and not change 
it or Americanize it. 
They do this by training 
Haitians to be nurses 
and doctors so when it’s 
time for the volunteers 
to leave, they can be self 
reliant and continue to 
progress.       

       – junior Agnieta Sharpe

Poverty

I believe that every person is entitled to 
the basics of life—food, water and shelter. 
One can do with so much less than is 
imaginable (not that it is my wish).  

After sleeping in a tent in 90-degree 
temperatures, my idea of shelter has 
changed; but many people are not even 
lucky enough (if you want to call it luck) 

to have a tent.  Some go without any 
shelter whatsoever.   By U.S. standards, 
the house we helped build would be 
considered a homemade storage shed; 
never would we consider living in one.  I 
watched a woman washing clothes all 
day and it dawned on me that there was 
no light, power, or running water in their 
homes. When we go on camping trips in 
the U.S., we have more than they do in 
their everyday life. 

In my home, I only have to turn on the 
faucet to get a drink of water, better yet, 
open the refrigerator door for a cold one.  
It never dawned on me that drinking water 
could possibly be fi lled with harmful 
parasites that could wreak havoc 

with one’s internal organs. Water in Haiti 
is a precious commodity and cannot be 
taken for granted. Warm, drinkable water 
in Haiti is an advantage; cold, drinkable 
water in Haiti is downright luscious.  

I watched a woman washing clothes all day and it dawned 
on me that there was no light, power, or running water in 
their homes. When we go on camping trips in the U.S., we 
have more than they do in their everyday life. 

UIU	sophomore	nhat	(Alex)	hoang	is	shown	fi	lling	a	foundation	with	rock	
as	the	beginning	process	to	rebuilding	haitian	homes.		This	was	one	of	
the	volunteer	projects	the	Upper	Iowa	group	was	assigned	to	do.		

As	a	requirement	for	their	may-term	course,	“The	Culture,	people	and	Economics	of	haiti,”		this	group	from	
UIU	went	to	haiti	to	volunteer	in	a	pID	clinic	and	help	rebuild	homes	after	the	devastating	Jan.	12,	2010,	
earthquake.

haiti:	a	refl	ection	based	on	personal	experience	
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Greetings!

When I arrived at Upper Iowa University this past November to assume my new responsibilities as 
the vice president for advancement, development & alumni relations, I immediately wanted to learn as 
much as possible about the University.  As one of my history professors once said to me, “You must 
know the past in order to move forward.”   I would like to share a bit of UIU history that you might 
already have heard but that I fi nd particularly interesting.

In 1854, local resident Elizabeth Alexander insisted that a college was necessary and possible in 
the growing town of Fayette, Iowa.  Her reasoning was to educate those in the region but, on a more 
personal level, she wanted to keep her family close to home.  Land for the University was donated by 
Samuel Robertson, the son-in-law of Elizabeth and Robert Alexander, and fi nancing came from both 
Robertson and the Alexanders.  On January 7, 1857, the Fayette Seminary opened in what is now 
known as Alexander-Dickman Hall and, by the end of that same year, was renamed Upper Iowa

        University.  From the day its doors  opened, Upper Iowa operated under the practice that education is 
for everyone, regardless of gender, ethnicity or other factors and that it needs to be high quality and affordable for those who attend.  

That said, shortly after my arrival in December, I traveled to Asia with a delegation of UIU administration and faculty to attend our 
commencement ceremonies in Hong Kong and Malaysia.   As I looked out upon this group of new Upper Iowa alumni, I remembered 
Elizabeth Alexander’s vision of having education close to home, and it struck me that her dream had been realized.  As a seamless 
University that offers courses both nationally and internationally, as well as online and independent study, UIU students have the 
fl exibility of education anywhere, anytime—and especially close to home.

This dream, of course, would not be possible if it were not for that original fi nancial support provided back in 1857 that started the 
University.  We still need your support today to continue to move UIU forward and to help fulfi ll our mission of providing student-
centered educational programs.  Please, consider a yearly gift to Upper Iowa University.

In addition, know that the greatest gift you could ever give UIU is a student.  Recommend a potential student to us like your children, 
grandchildren, neighbors, and friends.  

It is now my privilege to be a Peacock and to have the opportunity to become a part of Upper Iowa history.  I look forward to getting to 
know you.   Go Peacocks!  

Bucket baths in Haiti were commonplace.  
At home, I leave the water running while 
I shampoo my hair only because it feels 
good.  Wow, is that self indulgent or 
what? Every day the stench of human 
body odor pierced my nostrils, and I 
was a little taken aback. Deodorant is a 
beautiful thing.  After refl ecting on what is 
important in life (and as idiotic as it may 
seem) my nostrils say that deodorant has 
its place in life.            – senior Maria Drilling

The Haitian People
Haitians are beautiful people, but it took 
me a day or two to see that beauty. The 
more I stayed there, the more goodness 
I saw—except for a few cases when the 
lack of resources and frustration made the 
Haitians act in a negative manner, which 
was very rare.  Haitians speak Creole, 
which is similar to French.  Miss Kit was 
able to speak to the kids and the people, 
and I wished I could, too. 

The Haitian way of dress is a bit of a 
shock, as most of the girls wore very little 
clothing. I didn’t sense any feelings of 
sexuality from men, even when they can 
see so much, which is very different in 
my country of Maldives.  Being Muslim, 
we are made to believe that too much 
exposure for girls is evil and men will 
take advantage of that. I guess it is the 
heat that makes them wear less clothing 
and everyone is used to it now.  I also 
found out that Haitian people can have 
babies without getting married. In my 
country, a baby without marriage means 
arrest and punishment.      
          – senior Aishath Zeena

A Learning Experience
I learned that in life, one might not have 
everything, but one can make the best of 
everything that comes their way.  

                                   – senior Wern Cheen

I feel great knowing that I helped the less 
fortunate.  Even though I come from a 
humble background myself, it changes my 
views and my mind set.  I look forward to 
visiting again, and I love Haiti.

             – sophomore Stephen Gordon

One week in Haiti was not enough time to 
truly do all that I felt I needed to do there 
and why I am already planning to return 
in July.  I felt as though I left part of me 
there; and it will always be there; and I 
always want it to be there with the people 
of Haiti.

         – sophomore Joe Lownik

NOTE:  Joe is a premed student at Upper 
Iowa and while in Haiti May 2010, he spent 
a good deal of time working in the PID 
clinic.  He did return to Haiti this past July 
and plans to return again in May 2011.

Refl ections on Haiti
by junior Caitlyn Finger

I smelled spices, bleach, body odor, charcoal 
          burning.  Exhaust fumes, bug spray, salty 
          air and awful sulfur. 

I heard chickens, goats, muffl ed bass, shouting, 
          children talking.  Ocean waves, foreign 
          tongues, lots of stories, jokes, and crying. 

I felt hot sun, dry air, cool cement, exhaustion,
          and slippery children’s hands.  Rough 
          rocky sand in an ocean that’s warm 
          because the air is so hot.  

I saw dirt, puddles, tents, rubble, trash, bright 
          red fl owers.  Bright green and brown 
          mountains that at night transform and 
          lights glow under the blackest of black. 

Though it seems impossible, I saw laughter, 
          smiles, love and change.  Not only in the
          lives of Haitians but in the lives of the 
          group. 

I think we all came away with some sort of 
          understanding.  An understanding of 
          ourselves or an understanding of others. 

I know a lot of things I wish I didn’t.  

I know sometimes ‘help’ might not be helping at 
          all.  Despite the worst, people seem to still 
          have faith. 

I know there are kids who are sleeping in tents.
          There is a blind girl named Daphne 
          somewhere in Blanchard.  There is a kid 
          named Simon that likes to throw rocks.  
          There are at least three men there who love 
          me.   There are few showers and a lot of 
          naked babies. 

I know there are good people doing good things 
          and lazy people watching.  There are way 
          too many tents and not enough houses.  

I know I will go back someday. 

UIU	Junior	Agnieta	sharpe	poses	with	one	of	the	many	
haitian	children	who	followed	the	UIU	group		around	
each	day	they	were	in	haiti.

Group members included escorts Dr. Eric Eller and Kit Klepinger, and students 
Wern Cheen CHANG, Maria Drilling, Caitlyn Finger, Stephen Gordon, Nhat Alex 
Hoangand, Joe Lownik, Sargunan Raj Subramaniam, Agnieta Sharpe, Nathan 
Wagner, and Aishath Zeena.

In recent months, Haiti has been hit with a cholera outbreak and a hurricane, so the  
need for assistance in this country continues.  “The Culture, People and Economics of 
Haiti” course and service-learning trip to Haiti is being offered again May-term 2011.

from	the	Advancement	&	Alumni	offi		ce

Wendell	snodgrass

January 
20  Des Moines Area Alumni Event, Renaissance Savery Hotel, 
 Des Moines, IA

February
3 Baltimore Area Alumni Event, Baltimore, MD
5 Team Peacock Kick-off Party, Dorman Gym, Fayette, IA
13 Pack the Gym for Wrestling, Dorman Gym, Fayette, IA
TBA Rio Valley Area Alumni Event, Rio Valley, TX

March 
2 UIU Legislative Reception (Tentative), Des Moines, IA
26 Honors and Awards Banquet, Fayette, IA
30-31 Los Angeles Area Alumni Event, Los Angeles, CA

April
TBA Fayette Appreciation Day, Fayette, IA
28 Freedom Writers, Fayette, IA

May
7 Commencement, Fayette, IA
21 Armed Services Day Program, Fayette, IA

June
TBA IXEL Program, UIU Campus, Fayette, IA

July
24-30 Team Peacock rides RAGBRAI across the state of Iowa

August
TBA New Student Days, UIU Campus, Fayette, IA

September
15 President’s Society Dinner, UIU Campus, Fayette, IA
16 UIU Hall of Fame Banquet, UIU Campus, Fayette, IA
17  Homecoming, UIU Campus, Fayette, IA
17 Alumni Awards Banquet, UIU Campus, Fayette, IA

October/November
TBA Family Weekend, UIU Campus, Fayette, IA

Check the UIU Alumni Website for additional information and additional events at www.uiu.edu/alumni or call 563-425-5238.

Calendar 2011Alumni
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Alumnus Gerald L. McCauley and member of the UIU 
Board of Trustees passed away October 2010. 
 
Jerry graduated from Upper Iowa University in 1961 
with a degree in biology and a minor in history.  During 
his distinguished career, Jerry held progressively respon-
sible positions of leadership before retiring as director of 
global market development for the Heart Valve Division of 
Medtronic, Inc. in Minneapolis.  

In 2000, Jerry began a 10-year tour of duty on the Upper 
Iowa Board of Trustees and served as board chair from 
2006-2009.  The University experienced significant growth 
and prosperity (which continues to this day) under Jerry’s 
leadership.   President Alan G. Walker said, “Jerry was a 
particularly strong champion for the development of the 
current strategic plan.  The University truly lost a great 
friend and alumnus.” 

Walker added, “I am grateful to have had an opportunity 
to go and see Jerry recently.  He wanted me to relay how 
much he cared about the University and how pleased he 
was with the work we are doing to make it strong and 
prosperous.  He will always be a proud Peacock!”

Walker ordered Upper Iowa University flags to half mast 
for Homecoming week in honor and remembrance of 
Jerry, and the UIU Board of Trustees also issued a  
resolution in honor of his service.

In loving memory of ...

gerald	l.	mcCauley

The	traditional	finale	to	the	Alumni	Banquet	is	singing	the	UIU	
Alma	mater		by	candlelight.		shown	is	UIU	Board	of	Trustee	
member	Betty	firth	and	husband	and	Board	Chair,	Bob,	‘89,	‘00.

members	of	the	Class	of	1960	pose	with	their	spouses	by	the	sculpture,	
Concentric,	before	the	Alumni	banquet.		pictured	(left	to	right):		James	Elliott,	
J.	paul	richards,	richard	Bivona,	phyllis	(Jordanger)	Bivona,	rodney	hatle,	 
verl	sell,	Carolyn	(Ash)	hatle,	patricia	sawyer,	roland	sawyer,	ginger	nims,	
ronald	nims,	Kathleen	(shields)	Johnson,	paul	Johnson,	leona	Kauffman,	
ronald	Kauffman,	martha	schaer,	James	schaer,	Katharine	(laughery)	
gruening,	John	Tierney,	shirley	(malek)	rasche,	David	Draper,	Jayne	Draper,	
linda	Bowden,	lee	Bowden,	Janet	menzel,	robert	menzel.

Alumna	ruth	(Anderson)	
geilenfeld,	Class	of	1950,	
poses	with	UIU	students	
(left	to	right)	Jessica	
Wong,	Jerome	Chong,	
victoria	hinderman,	and	
Isabel	sin.	

The	homecoming	Alumni	golf	Tournament	held	at	Big	rock	Country	Club	gets	
bigger	and	better	every	year.			

friday	night’s	bonfire	(right)	
is	the	official	prelude	to	the	
homecoming	game,	but	
pete’s	entrance	on	a	harley	
(left)	proved	to	be	pretty	
special,	too!				UIU	women	
students	(below)	have	been	
displaying	school	spirit	by	
way	of	body	paint	for	several	
years	now!		saturday’s	game	
drew	a	packed	house	(bottom,	
left)	while	president	Walker	

(right)	
enjoyed	
talking	to	
alumni	
in the 
pregame	
tailgating	
tent 
stationed	
on the 
north	end	
of	the	
football	
field.

Bradley	D.	mattear,	’95,	Waterloo,	Iowa,	(left)	received	the	2010	Alumni	Award	for	Community	
service	for	his	dedication	to	Cedar	valley	hospice;	and	mike	prochaska,	’89,	stewartville,	min-
nesota,	(right)	was	honored	with	the	2010	Alumni	Award	for	professional	Accomplishment	 

			as	current	director	of	product	management	for	IBm	smart	Business.

seniors	Juan	gomez	and	Betsy	limburg	
(above)	were	elected	homecoming	king	
and	queen,	respectively.

photo	by	UIU	Board	member	scott	lebin		‘64
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Did you meet your husband 
or wife while attending 
Upper Iowa University?  
Share your love story 
with your fellow alumni 
by e-mailing Sheila Miller, 
director of editorial 
services, at millers@uiu.
edu.   Send her your photos, too, so we can take a 
trip down memory lane together!

Do you have a success 
story to tell?  Let your 
fellow alumni know where 
your UIU degree took you.  
Did you climb the corporate 
ladder?  Do you have an 
interesting or extraordinary 
job? Are you a successful 

entrepreneur, or just doing the job you love?  
Share your story!  Just e-mail Sheila Miller, 
director of editorial services, at millers@uiu.edu.
Miller will work with you to tell your story just the 
way it should be told—your way!

Look forward to hearing from you!

Alumna	gifts	UIU	with	$847,000
Upper Iowa alumna Barbara (Rankin) 
Csomay, ’46, presented Upper Iowa 
University with $847,000 toward an 
endowed scholarship and to establish an 
honors program across the curriculum on 
the Fayette campus.  The UIU faculty will 
have the responsibility of planning the 
honors program.

“Mrs. Csomay’s generosity is very much 
appreciated,” stated Dr. Alan G. Walker, 
UIU president. “This substantial gift 
refl ects the importance of our alumni 
and the positive effect they can have on 
our students’ lives now and well into the 
future.”

The Csomay Endowed Scholarship was 
established in 2010 and awarded for the 
fi rst time in 2010 at the annual Scholarships 
and Awards Banquet in March.  It is 
intended to support student scholarly 
pursuits and high academic standards.

“Upper Iowa is in a unique position to 
provide excellent learning experiences 
in a well thought-out honors program,” 
said Dr. David Chown, UIU chief 
academic offi cer. “We are able to think 
‘blue sky’ with our multiple locations 
and modalities, which can provide 
travel and cultural experiences that few 
institutions can match.”  Chown added, 
“I am confi dent that Upper Iowa will 
build a quality program with special 
activities and experiences for our future 
Honors students.” 

Csomay grew up in Kanawha, Iowa, where 
she attended Kanawha Community High 
School. She graduated from Upper Iowa 
University in 1946 with a teaching degree 
in music and earned a master’s from the 
University of Iowa. 

Csomay’s teaching career began in Fayette 

on the Emergency Teaching Permit 
during World War II. She also taught in 
Heidelberg, Germany; Garner, Iowa; and 
Parma, Ohio, where she met and married 
her husband, the late Richard Csomay, who 
was an accomplished musician and song 
writer. The couple traveled the world and 
have homes in Los Angeles and Kanawha, 
where Csomay currently resides.

UIU	alumna	Barbara	(rankin)	Csomay,	’46	

Where in the world will we fi nd The Bridge next? Take The 
Bridge with you on your travels and send us a photo of you 
with your Bridge by a distinguishing sign or landmark. Your 
photos will appear in upcoming editions in the Class Notes 
section.

Take	us	with	you! Send original photos to:  

          The Bridge
          Upper Iowa University
            Alumni Center
            P.O. Box 1857
            Fayette, IA 52142

UIU	International	programs	holds	December	graduations

The	hong	Kong	Center	graduation	took	place	Dec.	3,	2010,	in	the	Diamond	Ballroom,	Eaton	hotel,	hong	Kong.		guest	speaker	was	Jon	W.	Zinke,	
partner	in	the	Keesal,	Young	&	logan	law	firm.		A	total	of	62	graduates	received	degrees,	conferred	by	UIU	president	Alan	g.	Walker.		other	Upper	Iowa	
University	faculty	and	staff	who	traveled	overseas	for	the	event	included:		Don	Aungst,	executive	vice	president	and	chief	financial	&	planning	officer;	
David	Chown,	chief	academic	officer	and	senior	vice	president	of	the	residential	university;	melik	peter	Khoury,	senior	vice	president	for	strategic	
positioning;	Christopher	sanders,	interim	sr.	vice	president	for	international	programs;	Edwin	Tan,	UIU	director	of	international	studies;	Angela	leete,	
assistant	professor	of	athletic	training/faculty	chair;	gail	moorman	Behrens,	director	of	teacher	education	and	assistant	professor	of	education/division	
chair;	junior	Justin	marchant;	and	Wendell	snodgrass,	vice	president	for	advancement,	development	&	alumni	relations.		hong	Kong	faculty	and	staff	
included:		David	Eicher,	Elbert	lee,	Chan	Chi	Chuen,	Chris	hui,	Daniel	Cheng,	louis	lee,	Charles	Chow,	and	richard	lam.	

The	UIU-malaysia	Center	graduation	took	place	December	5,	2010,	at	the	prince	
hotel	and	residence,	Kuala	lumpur,	malaysia.		graduate	Chang	Wern	sern	is	shown	
receiving	his	diploma	from	Dr.	Alan	g.	Walker,	UIU	president.		guest	speaker	was		
Tan	sri	Dato	sri	Dr.	salleh	mohd	nor,	secretary	general	of	the	Academy	of	sciences,	
malaysia.		The	Upper	Iowa	delegation	from	the	U.s.	in	attendance	included	Aungst,	
Chown,	Khoury,	sanders,	Tan,	leete,	moorman	Behrens,	marchant,	and	snodgrass.		
The	malaysian	staff	in	attendance	included	Tan	sri	Dato	sri	megat	najmuddin,	
chairman	of	sEgi	Institution;	and	Dr.	muhammad	Awang,	vice	chancellor,	sEgi	
University	College.		The	sEgI	American	Degree	program	faculty	members	present	
were	Dr.	sharon	Chen,	mr.	Jason	raj,	Dr.	lee	Yan	Chaw,	mr.	fatt	fei	Chong,	ms.	
shamdeswary	A/p	Daveninderak,	mr.	Yew	mun	lee,	mr.	francis	ng,	ms.	padma	pillai,	
and	ms.	Jamie	Yap.

The	Athletics	Department	inducted	four	new	individuals	into	the	UIU	hall	of	fame,	bringing	the	total	to	159	members.	The	purpose	of	the	hall	of	
fame	is	to	recognize	and	honor	the	outstanding	achievements	of	Upper	Iowa	University	athletes,	coaches	and	offi		cials.		pictured	(above,	left	to	
right):		ryan	Birt,	‘00; Jeff		roth,	‘93; vicky	(ringenberg)	rarick,		‘00;	and	Jim	squiers,	‘71.	 Birt was	inducted	as	a	three-year	letter	winner	in	both	
wrestling	and	football.		rarick	was	inducted	as	an	athlete:	a	four-year	letter	winner	for	the	peacock	women’s	basketball	team	from	1996-99.		rarick	
received	an	All-IIAC	second	Team	honor	in	1997	and	was	named	All-Iowa	Intercollegiate	Athletic	Conference	(IIAC)	first	Team	as	a	center	in	1998	and	
1999.		squires	was	inducted	as	a	coach,	graduating	from	UIU	as	a	physical	education	major	and	English	minor.		
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Jack and wife Denise live in Lawton, where 
he continues to officiate basketball and 
football. 

Dr. Darrel Lang, ’70, vice chair of the UIU 
Board of Trustees, and LaDell Lang, ’70, 
Emporia, KS, and Jackie DuPuis, ’70, and 
Wayne DuPuis, ’69, Wisconsin Rapids, WI, 
are pictured 
during their 
summer 
2010 trip 
to Alcatraz 
and San 
Francisco.

Pat (Meier) Curley, ’71, Oelwein, IA,  
celebrated her 80th birthday on Dec. 14, 
2010.  Curley, now retired, taught school 
for 23 years and owned and operated two 
antique stores, one in Clayton, Iowa.  She 
and her husband, Jim, have four sons.

Ed Williams, ’72, Little Rock, AR, and 
wife Laurine attended the alumni reception 
and UIU vs. Texas A&M football game in 
Commerce, TX.  Ed 
is an academic data 
specialist for the Little 
Rock School District. 
Pictured with Ed (left) 
is Tom Hallisey, ’83, 
Houston, TX, who 
also attended the event.

Armon Haagen, ’73, Oak Park, IL, has a 
new job as director of sales and marketing 
for Q Center in St. Charles, IL, the largest 
conference center in the Midwest.

Jeff Stavnes, ’76, Storm Lake, IA, forgot his 
The Bridge magazine, so this group of alumni got  

creative and took a picture with a bridge in the 
background on their trip to Ft. Myers Beach this 
spring. Pictured above (l-r):  Mike Knichrem, 
LeClaire, IA, ’77; Bill Delauro, ’78, Austin, 
TX, and Stavnes. 

Dr. Robert  Mayne, ’76, Evington, VA, 
retired after 24 years with the USAF, 40 years 
teaching high school, and earning a M.Ed. 

Dr. Delmas Burchfield, ’76, Stewart’s Draft, 
VA, retired after 30 years in government work, 
including 16 years at the Pentagon.  He earned 
his doctorate in engineering science from the 
University of California and also did some 
consulting work with Lucas Air Space.

Thomas Jordan, ’76, Billings, MT, was 
presented the 2010 Centerville High School 
Distinguished Alumni award in October at 
the Homecoming Chapel. This annual award 
is given to a CHS alumnus who has made an 
exemplary contribution to his or her profession, 
to society, to community, to country, and to 
family. 

Daniel Anderson, ’77, Fort Mill, SC, is retired 
and living in Carolina Lake. He and his spouse, 
Karen, enjoy the exercise rooms and golfing.

Mike  Knickrehm, ’77, LeClaire, IA, was a 
member of the second place foursome in the 
15th annual Peacock Golf Classic. (See photo 
under Dick Arndt, ’58.)

Jean (Wilwert) Krueger, ’76, and Bob Krueger, 
’77, West Des Moines,  
IA, and Jane (Wilwert) 
Tucker ’74, Sumner, 
IA,  recently visited 
Spokane, WA, where 
this photo was taken.  
Pictured (l-r): Jean, 
Jane and Bob.

Bradley  Anderson, 
’80, Dulles, VA, 
is the new regional 
program manager 

of the East Africa Regional Office of the Africa 
Center for Strategic Studies in Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia. The East Africa Regional Office team 
provides operational support for various topical 
programs held across the continent that allow 
participants to examine complex issues and seek 
African solutions.

Marvin Thomas, ’82, Melbourne, FL, 
visited Antarctica last year and in celebration of 
his 80th birthday took his family on a zip line tour 
over the rain forest canopy in Costa Rica. Thomas 
and his wife volunteer as guardians ad litem, the 
voice of neglected and abused children in court.

Arnola  Siggelkow, ’86, Fairbank, IA, was 
inducted into the 2010 Iowa 4-H Hall of Fame 
during a ceremony at the Iowa State Fair on Aug. 
22. Inductees are selected for their outstanding 
service and dedication to 4-H. The Iowa 4-H 
Foundation presented each inductee with a 
certificate and honored them at a reception.

Dr. Jacquelinn 
“Jacque” Hawkins, 
’82, Enterprise, 
AL, took her copy 
of The Bridge on a 
side trip to the Mayan 
ruins of Chichen Itza 
while attending a 
Civitan International 
Convention in Cancun, 
Mexico. In June, 
Hawkins spent three weeks touring Italy.

Kathy (Kimball) Thomas, ’88, Fayette, 
IA, and her husband, Kevin, started a bed and 
breakfast in May 2010 in her childhood home, 
previously owned by her parents, the late Mary 
(Moore), ’56, and late Don Kimball, ’60.  The 
B&B has four rooms and a coffee and sandwich 
shop called BBKS Brewed Awakenings.  
Thomas is also an instructor of developmental 
courses at UIU.

Brad Mattear, ’95, 
Waterloo, IA, and 
wife Melissa are the 
proud parents of their 

first child, a daughter, Lilly Grace; born Nov. 
4, 2010, at 6 lbs. 13 oz. and 19.5 inches long.  
Mattear is the general manager at O&P 1 in 
Waterloo, a company that is an industry leader in 
the production of orthotic and prosthetic devices.  
He was presented the 2010 Outstanding 
Service to Community Award at the annual 
Homecoming Alumni Banquet for his service 
at the Cedar Valley Hospice, the only nonprofit 
hospice in the area. 

Sami  El-Baroudi, ’97, Des Moines, IA, a 
Des Moines East High School business teacher 
and adjunct instructor in teacher education at 
the Des Moines Center, has been named 2010 
Financial Educator of the Year by Iowa Jump$tart 
Coalition. The award was provided by the Iowa 
Credit Union Foundation and was presented at 
the annual Jump$tart Coalition Personal Financial 
Literacy Conference held July 22-23 in Ankeny.

1980s

1990s

Ruth Arthur 
Grant, ’39, North 
Richland Hills, TX, 
celebrated her 90th 

birthday on July 4, 2010.  Ruth had been a 
former Lansing, Iowa, resident and longtime 
teacher there. 

Sisters Helen 
(Morgan) Buell, 
’41; Leota 
(Morgan) Didier, 

’43; and Wilma (Morgan) Hoth, ’46, met up 
with President Alan Walker, Gil Cloud, and 
Don Aungst July 2010 in Dubois, WY, for an 
afternoon of memories and conversation.

William “Bill”  Schupbach, ’49, Sun Lakes, 
AZ, celebrated 
his 90th birthday 
over the summer. 
The celebration 
was complete 
with UIU 
memorabilia and 
memories of his 
time at UIU in 
Fayette.  

Richard “Dick” Arndt, ’58, Oelwein, IA, was 
a member of the second-place foursome in the

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

15th annual Peacock Golf Classic. The tourney 
was an 18-hole, four-person best ball scramble 
held at Big Rock Country Club in Fayette on 
June 11.  All proceeds from the tournament 
benefit UIU Athletics. 

Joyce, ’60, and 
Terry Johnson, 
’62, Milpitas, CA,  
celebrated 50 years 

of marriage by vacationing in Hawaii and a 
family gathering on August 14 in Milpitas. 

Dennis “Denny” Brumm, ’61, Britt, IA, was 
honored at the IHSAA’s 16th annual Officials 
Recognition Banquet on May 1 for being a 
registered official for the past 50 years and also 
was inducted into the Iowa Officials Hall of 
Fame. Brumm refereed high school sports for 
30 years and taught in the West Hancock school 
district for 30 years. 

Gene Klinge, ’62, Harpers Ferry, IA, and 
wife Pat, former UIU staff, were Maynard Days 
parade marshals June 25-27.  Klinge coached 
girls basketball at West Central High School in 
Maynard for 41 years; is the winningest girls 
basketball coach in Iowa state history and seventh 
nationally for number of wins.  He currently 
coaches girls basketball at Waukon High School. 

Stanley and Penelope (Muhm) Stevens, ’62, 
Sun City, AZ, celebrated their 50th wedding 
anniversary with their family at Holden 
Beach, N.C., in July 2010. They continue to 
be active in their retirement in Sun City.

John “Dean” Christianson, ’63, Hernando, 
FL, found his 1961 roommate, Tom Lewis, ’63, 
on Facebook after 47 years.  The two recently 

reunited in 
Denver, CO, 
where Tom 
lives and is 
employed 
as a dealer 

at Blackhawk Casino.  On this trip, Dean also 
visited Frank Smith, ’63, who is a realtor living 
in Roosevelt, UT.  Dean is retired.

Fremont Ogle, ’64, Palm Harbor, FL,  
formerly of Monona, Iowa, recently retired 
after 46 years of teaching choral music in 
the public school system.  Fremont and wife 

Class	notes

1960s

Swenette plan to fully enjoy their retirement in 
Florida with family and friends. The Ogles have 
two sons, Tom and Jon, and a daughter, Caroline.

Virginia  Kraft, ’64, Nashua, IA, works part-
time at the Old Bradford Pioneer Village in Nashua.

Ed Clopton, ’65, Kansas City, MO, is 
now retired and writing a book on biblical 
commentary.  Ed has been married to his wife,  
Barbara, for 25 years.

Vernelle Malven, ’66, Maynard, IA, was 
inducted into the 2010 Iowa 4-H Hall of Fame 
during a ceremony at the Iowa State Fair on 
Aug. 22 for outstanding service and dedication 
to 4-H. The Iowa 4-H Foundation presented 
each inductee with a certificate and honored 
them at a reception.

Joe R. Wood, ’68, Oelwein, IA, a retired 
funeral director from Oelwein, was honored 
for 40 years of dedication to funeral service 
during the 130th Annual Iowa Funeral 
Directors Association (IFDA) Convention 
held May 11-13 at the Iowa State Center and 
Gateway Hotel in Ames. Wood was one of 
13 funeral directors from around the state to 
receive recognition by peers and colleagues 
for 40 years of service to Iowa communities. 
Wood graduated from the Wisconsin Institute 
of Mortuary Science in Milwaukee, WI, after 
earning a degree in biology from UIU. 

Lanis Lenker, ’68, Mt. Vernon, IL,  retired 
after 29 years of teaching high school 
mathematics.  Lenker earned an M.Ed. with 
emphasis in computers and technology in 
education from Clarke College in Dubuque.  
He plans to continue to lead professional 
development seminars and workshops for 
teachers, something he has been doing since 
the late ’70s, and travel with his wife, Lynn.

John “Jack” 
Schroeder, ’70, 
Lawton, IA,  was 
honored at the Iowa 

High School Athletic Association annual 
awards and recognition banquet for his 35 
years of officiating at the high school level. He 
was also chosen by the National Federation of 
High School Athletics as its Girls Basketball 
Official of the Year for the State of Iowa.   

1940s

1930s

pictured	(l-r):	Dr.	Alan	Walker,	helen	Buell,	gil	Cloud,	
leota	Didier,	Wilma	hoth,	and	Don	Aungst.

pictured	(l-r):	mike	Kinckrehm,	Ted	Arndt,	 
Dick	Arndt,	Kory	Knickrehm.	

1970s
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In Memoriam

Mildred L. (Creager) Hill, ’33, April 12, 2008, 
Springfield, Illinois

Max S. Barker, ’34, June 21, 2010, 
Williamsburg, Virginia

Irene (Moulds) Wittkop, ’36, November 13, 
2010, Jesup, Iowa

Margaret M. (Corkery) Cain, ’38, June 6, 
2010, Rochester, Minnesota

Betty Mae (Baker) (Duncan) Lopez, ’39, 
October 6, 2010, Fremont, California

Lucille (Popenhagen) Tope, ’39, September 19, 
2009, West Union, Iowa

Wallace K. Oldfather, ’40, June 29, 2010, 
Manchester, Iowa

Ruth (Rummel) Allers, ’41, May 8, 2008, 
Kansas City, Missouri

Joseph M. Brady, ’41, September 3, 2010, 
Oelwein, Iowa and Troutdale, Oregon 

Ethelyn D. (Littell) Lehmkuhl, ’41, August 21, 
2010, Marion, Iowa

Harold E. Clough, ’41, September 11, 2010, 
Sun City, Arizona

Luke L. Boone, att., ’42, November 19, 2010, 
Maryville, Missouri

Eunice (Kishman) Burnett, ’42, July 14, 2009, 
Tacoma, Washington

Leo L. Ponsar, ’43, September 24, 2010, 
Hazleton, Iowa

Derryl Albert Dumermuth, ’46, June 7, 2010, 
Tulare, California

Jean A. (Foot) Brandenburg, ’47, May 24, 
2010, Fredericksburg, Iowa

Gerald R. Heefner, ’49, May 13, 2005, 
Broomfield, Colorado

Stuart M. Foster, ’50, November 1984, 
Rochester, New York

Dale W. Hackett, ’52, July 12, 2010, Anamosa, 
Iowa

Betty J. (Kohlmeyer) Ungerer, ’52, July 22, 
2010, Hawkeye, Iowa

Marlene (Brown) Huenecke, ’54, ’57,  
February 17, 2010, Burnsville, Minnesota and 
Naples, Florida

Donald F. Downing, ’57, September 11, 2010, 
Fredericksburg, Iowa

Bernard “Andy” D. Anderson, ’58, July 23, 
2010, Oxnard, California

Edward B. Busch, ’60, September 26, 2008, 
Strawberry Point, Iowa

Maurice Hart, ’60, April 14, 2008, Waukon, 
Iowa

Allan D. Jones, ’60, May 7, 2010, Glen Allen, 
Virginia

Alan Antes, ’61, June 18, 2008, Bullard, Texas

Larry Morrison, ’61, September 10, 2010, Des 
Plaines, Illinois

Philip C. Schlesselman, ’61, October 15, 2010, 
Harpers Ferry, Iowa

Charleen (Wareham) Alsip, ’62, November 25, 
2010, Hazleton, Iowa

Mary Ann Bierbower, ’62, July 14, 2005, 
Farmington, New Mexico

Alice (Ryan) Grant, ’63, April 13, 2006, 
Manchester, Iowa

Enid Shupe, ’63, November 21, 2007, 
Manchester, Iowa

Juliet Ault, ’64, October 29, 2010, LeRoy, 
Minnesota

Marilyn (Hoffman) Gilbertson, ’64, 
September 5, 2010, Silver Spring, Maryland

Doris M. (Evans) Schaefer, ’64, August 14, 
2010, Manchester, Iowa

Iva (Bayness) (Burrill) Tellin, ’65, November 26, 
2010, Oelwein, Iowa

Charlotte Dake, ’67, September 9, 2010, 
Lamont, Iowa

Larry L. Krouse, ’68, July 3, 2010, Louisville, 
Kentucky

Paul Szalkowski, ’69, December 17, 2008, 
Nashua, Iowa

Donald J. Piercy, ’70, February 13, 2010, 
Hanover Park, Illinois

Majorie M. Kraus, ’74, July 14, 2008, Ryan, 
Iowa

Robert C. Bingham, ’75, February 13, 2010, 
Severna Park, Maryland

Willard R. Harral, ’75, September 3, 2010, 
Martinez, Georgia

James W. Rawson, ’76, July 31, 2010, Orange 
Beach, Alabama

Avis L. Buchtela, ’77, November 8, 2010, 
Fayette, Iowa

Charles A. Johnson, ’77, April 21, 2007, 
Baltimore, Maryland

William J. Carey, ’78, December 28, 2005, 
Clinton, Maryland

Lynwood  Juric, ’78, August 27, 2006, 
Homer Glen, Illinois

Richard J. Quilter, ’78, June 21, 2008, 
Lewistown, Pennsylvania

James C. Raley, ’78, February 7, 2009, 
Leonardtown, Maryland

Edward A. Wojnar, ’78, January 18, 2010, 
Pleasant Hill, California

Wilton H. Shaw, ’79, August 31, 2009, 
Baltimore, Maryland

John Valenzuela, ’80, July 12, 2006, 
Huntington Beach, California

James P. White, ’80, August 6, 2009, 
Owensboro, Kentucky

LaVerne A. Fredrickson, ’85, July 6, 2009, 
Kensett, Iowa

Ronald J. Kirby, ’86, May 22, 2009, Burleson, 
Texas

Patrick A. Leach, ’86, November 28, 2008, 
Roanoke, Virginia

Tommy Jay Wheeler, ’88, April 16, 2009, 
Midlothian, Texas

Chester A. Durley, ’90, January 10, 2009, 
Atlanta, Georgia

Heidi Strien, ’93, December 13, 2008, Cedar 
Falls, Iowa

Douglas L. Whinery, ’93, August 5, 2010, 
Smyrna, Tennessee

Margaret Leonard, ’95, August 27, 2010, 
Diamond Head, Mississippi

Daniel T. Phillips, ’95, September 28, 2008, 
Waterloo, Iowa

Janie Sue Biretz-Rola, ’00, March 3, 2009, 
Cedar Falls, Iowa

Norman E. Erickson, Friend, September 17, 
2010, Cedar Rapids, Iowa

Crystal O’Connor, ’97, West Des Moines, 
IA, owns and operates an education-centered 
business. She designed and created www.
FearlessAmbition.com, an online success 
magazine with a focus on entrepreneurs, 
educators and parents; founded and organized 
www.TheKidpreneurClub.com to teach 
kids business skills and expose them to 
business owners; and developed programs for 
entrepreneurs at www.CrystalOConnor.com so 
they can start or grow a profitable business online.  
O’Connor enjoys traveling with her kids, gives 
back to her community by teaching classes at the 
Beacon of Life shelter for women, hosts a group 
called the Momtrepreneur Exchange (Meetup.
com) for entrepreneurial moms looking to start 
and run a business from their home, and teaches a 
class through Junior Achievement.

Jason Boisen, ’98, Shellsburg, IA, works for 
the Iowa Department of Transportation and his 
wife, Tiffany, is an analyst for AEGON in Cedar 
Rapids.

Michelle Bales, ’99, West Des Moines, 
IA, traveled to 
the south pacific 
island of Tatakoto, 
and while there, 
witnessed the  
July 11, 2010, solar 
eclipse. 

John W. Olsen, 
’00, Janesville, 
WI, has served the 
Janesville Police 

Department for 23 years and was recently named 
the new deputy chief.  In his previous position 
as lieutenant, Olsen was in charge of the street 
crimes and K-9 units, supervised the SWAT team, 
and worked in narcotics enforcement and special 
operations.  In addition to his bachelor’s degree in 
public administration from UIU, Olson graduated 
from the Northwestern University School of 
Police Staff and Command.

John Hintz, ’00, Oelwein, IA, executive 
director of Veterans Affairs for Fayette County, 
went on a nine-day trip to Egypt by invitation 

from his sons, 
Justin and Jeremy.  
They traveled to 
Frankfort, Cairo 
(where he had his 
first and last camel 
ride), Aswan, and 
Luxor. 

Becky Stone, ’00, St. Paul, MN, is pictured 
with a school class in Tanzania, Africa. She was 

2000s

serving the Lord 
on a two-week 
mission trip with 
her church from 
November 1-14, 
2010.

Dr. Malcolm 
“Graeme” 
Armstrong, 
’01, West Des 
Moines, IA, is 
pictured outside 
Kings College, 
Cambridge, during 
a 17-day trip to the UK in August 2010 that 
involved time with family in his hometown of 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne and sightseeing in London.  
Armstrong has been with UIU since 2007 as 
assistant professor of education and coordinator 
of the master of higher education program. 
 

Kang Wei  Foong, 
’02, Selangor, 
Malaysia, and Wing 
Ni Cheng, ’02, Hong 
Kong, were married 
in Hong Kong on 
July 3, 2010. 

Terrence Sheridan, ’03, Janesville, WI,  
was promoted to lieutenant of the Janesville 
Police Department.  Sheridan is a 19-year veteran 
of the department, has been a patrol officer and 
identification officer, field training coordinator, 
and SWAT team leader.

Pam  Goedken, ’03, Dyersville, IA, has 
joined Honkamp Krueger Financial Services, 
Inc., as retirement services supervisor. 

Janelle Soppe, ’04, West Union, IA, and 
her husband, Travis, welcomed their second 
son, Grant Travis Soppe, on Jan. 11, 2010, who 
weighed 6 lb. 
14.75 oz. and was 
20 inches long. 
He joins a brother, 
Brock. Soppe is 
the UIU Academic 
Extension 
operations 
assistant.

Pauline (Barker) Svare, ’04, Brooklyn 
Park, MN, graduated in September 2010 from 
Argosy University, Eagan, MN, with her master’s 

in marriage and family therapy.

Tom Hampton, ’05, Prairie du Chien, WI, 
has been involved with Relay for Life since 2000, 
serving as its luminary chairperson 2009-10 
and currently taking the position of community 
development chair.  Hampton is employed at 
Miniature Precision Components in Prairie du 
Chien as an assembly operator and also involved 
with the local Fraternal Order of Eagle Aerie 
#1502 as a conductor.

Averi  Alderdyce, ’08, Mineola, TX, has 
assumed the duties of assistant athletic trainer 
at Jacksonville High School. Alderdyce, who is 
from Anamosa, IA, has served as athletic trainer 
at Quitman for the past two seasons.

Dan  Hernandez, ’09, Deerfield Beach, FL, 
enters his second season as football operations 
assistant for Florida International University, 
Miami, FL. Hernandez’ duties include assisting 
the director of football operations with day-to-
day functions as well as aiding with opponent 
preparation, recruiting and many other duties 
within the team.  Hernandez is working on 
his MPA in public administration from FIU, 
expecting to graduate May 2011.

Mathew  
Reed, ’09, 
Stanwood, 
WA,  
volunteered 
June 18-19 
with his wife 
and 12-year-
old son at the Union Gospel Thrift Shop inTigard, 
OR. They sorted and organized donated items and 
helped clean the Thrift Store.

Valerie  Buehler, ’10, Fayette, IA,  has 
accepted the position of third-grade teacher at 
West Central Community Schools, Maynard. She 
and her husband, Lyle, are the parents of one-
year-old daughter, Jocelyn.

Hattie (Wilbur) Watson, library staff 
1963-73, Suprise, AZ, celebrated her 100th 
birthday with over 50 family and friends on 
June 11th in Sun City West, AZ. Hattie was born 
in Maynard, raised in Randalia, and graduated 
from Randalia High School in 1926.  She 
was the telephone operator in Randalia from 
1943-63 and worked in the Library at Upper 
Iowa University at Fayette from 1963-73. Hattie 
has four children: Ardath, Leslie, Kenny, and 
Dennis. All three of Hattie son’s graduated 
from Upper Iowa University.  Anyone wishing 
to send belated birthday wishes may do so to: 
Hattie Watson, 18510 N. Parkview Place, Apt. 
104, Suprise, AZ  85374

If you know of alumni, faculty, staff or friends 
who have died and you would like to share 
this news, please contact The Bridge. Death 
announcements must be accompanied by a 
memorial service program or newspaper obituary. 
To make a contribution in memory of someone, 
please send your gift to: Upper Iowa University, 
Attn: Sue Felder, Alumni Center, PO Box 1857, 
Fayette, IA 52142 or call 800-553-4150, option 6.
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Crocodile Yawn
Photo by alumnus 
Dano Grayson, ’10.
Taken July 2010,  
Grayson’s photo 
was awarded 
3rd place out of 
over 2,000 images 
entered into the 
Florida Focus on 
Nature Wildlife 
Photography Contest.  
Read Grayson’s story 
on Page 15.

Upper Iowa University
605 Washington Street
Fayette, IA 52142

The	post	offi		ce	charges	Upper	Iowa	University	70	cents	for	each	change	of	address	
returned	to	us.		You	can	help	us	eliminate	unnecessary	expenses	by	informing	us	
of	your	new	address	before	you	move.		parents,	if	your	son	or	daughter	no	longer	
maintains	a	permanent	address	at	home,	please	notify	the	UIU	Alumni	Center	of	the	
correct	mailing	address.		Call	800-553-4150	x6,	or	e-mail	alumni@uiu.edu.				Thank	you.	 


