
www.uiu.eduwww.uiu.edu

Edgar Remodel Creates
New Opportunities



evolutionary outgrowths of
UIU’s historic mission and
current infrastructure of
educational delivery. The
differences between the
present and the future are
best understood as (1)
more highly focused academic energies on student outcomes that
meet the challenges of preparing students for global citizenship, on
(2) removing the obstacles caused by policies and practices that
inhibit the seamless movement of students and faculty across
historic modalities, and on (3) challenging the University’s culture
so as to create an institutional mind-set that is mission- and vision-
driven to the exclusion of internal competition.

Accomplishing this transformation will require an investment in
incremental programs and in the addition of people to the UIU
organization. The plan will also identify the need for new
construction funding. The sources of this funding will come from
the growth of operating revenues, from the yield of a robust fund-
raising strategy and from UIU’s capacity for long-term debt.

Once in place, this plan will not be the end of UIU’s strategic planning.
Rather, it will be the beginning of a new commitment to continuous
strategic planning. The plan will represent today’s best judgments
about the future environments within which the University will operate
and into which its students will graduate to live their professional and
personal lives. This strategic plan, therefore, is about what policies,
practices, programs and resources it will take for UIU to achieve its
transformational vision of the future. While history may prove that
some of today’s judgments were imperfect or incomplete, the
important step is for UIU to begin its pursuit of the future while clearly
and firmly integrating into its habits of budgeting, operating reviews
and approvals, new disciplines that offer frequent opportunities for
reaffirmation, for informed challenges, changes and, when
appropriate, an altered strategic path. The strategic plan will also
become the template for clarity of responsibilities, unambiguous
accountability and fair and objective measurements of performance.

It’s an exciting new beginning for Upper Iowa University and a
journey to which I look forward with all of you.

Alan G. Walker
President

From the Pres ident

As we look behind to our sesquicentennial year (2007), we
can all be proud of the accomplishments and special
highlights that will forever leave their mark on this great

institution and will become part of the legacy of Upper Iowa University.
Such accomplishments include: the addition of new faculty, the
completed renovation of the Edgar Fine Arts Hall, the reactivation of
the nursing program, the beginning of a new information technology
major, the start of construction on two new centers (Rockford, Ill., and
Cedar Rapids, Iowa), the expansion of additional international centers
in Malaysia, the scholarship fundraising successes (Team Peacock –
RAGBRAI and the Peacock Walk), our first athletic conference
championships as a member of the Northern Sun Intercollegiate
Conference, the beginning of a substantial endowment for a business
incubator grant program, a national ranking (top 10 percent) for
enhancement of student learning, record enrollment on the Fayette
campus as well as continued significant enrollment growth of Online
programs, and the use of new technology (i.e., the wireless Fayette
campus – one of the few completely wireless college campuses in
Iowa). These highlight but just a few of the many great things that
are happening at your University.

As noted in the last issue of The Bridge, having substantially
accomplished most of an existing three-to-five-year strategic plan
first put in place in the fall of 2004 and commensurate with the
150th anniversary year, Upper Iowa began a process to develop a
new strategic plan that will guide this institution as we begin our
next 150 years, build on our accomplishments and lead us to new
levels of success and excellence.  

The new UIU strategic plan (which is still under development) will
define a future for the University that will transform its educational
outcomes. As the plan is implemented, UIU will dedicate its
resources to the preparation of students for lifelong, meaningful
participation in a society that is increasingly globalized. UIU will
be seen to act as 21st-century stewards of its students’ futures and
it will do this through the delivery of educational outcomes that
are uniquely defined by UIU. Its students will have been stimulated
by and will benefit from educational experiences on a flat global
campus with access to a wide variety of educational modalities
that nurture and encourage their potential as global citizens. 

This strategic transformation for UIU is not a reach too far. The
plan will call for achieving a critical list of goals and objectives that
are connected to and derived from a new and inspiring statement
of mission and a vision of the future that is demanding of both
individual and institutional performance. But in many ways the
mission and vision that will drive this plan are no more than
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The 150 reasons I love UIU
40- Credits I needed to finish my degree

+    0- Miles I had to drive to go to class
+    1- the tassel I received as a surprise 

and it made me CRY!
+$50- cheaper the classes were than my 

previous university
+  14- Professors I found helpful (I had 14)
+  4- the number of friends I made in the 

External Degree Office
+  41- the number of pages of my senior 

project (and I didn’t think I could do
it! Peacock Pride!!)

= 150 Reasons I love UIU
—Sue Engels

class of 2007

4 Bridge Winter 2008

Editor’s Note: In this special edition of
Flock Talk, we’re sharing with you some of
the responses we received as part of the
150 Reasons I Love UIU contest we
conducted as part of our Homecoming
celebrations. We had some great responses
and wanted to share a few with you. To see
the winning entry, see the Homecoming
information on page 10.

Ilove UIU because you learn to interact
with people from all ethnicities, a
great learning environment (a safe

and friendly small town atmosphere).
Everyone wants everyone to succeed and
find their place in the world (their God-
given potential). Everyone’s cheering for
everyone to make a difference in the world
and make it better than what it is today.
Faculty and staff are like another family for
students, which is a plus to those whose
homes are in Hong Kong, Florida,
California, Alaska, Texas, etc., so they feel
right at home, or just even 2-10 hours
away as well.

—Dan Leiting
class of 2003

150 Reasons We Love UIU...
UIU represents all that is essential for
successful people in families, in business,
in careers, and in life – opportunity,
diversity, togetherness, caring, knowledge,
work ethic, volunteerism, balance and fun.

—Amanda Lawless Anderson
class of 1995

Reason #1- The only place in the world
where you can show you’re as proud as a
peacock on and off the field! We have the
best mascot in the world!

—Kristina (Bodensteiner) 
Dietzenbach
class of 1998

If I hadn’t attended UIU, I wouldn’t be who
I am today: 

My careers in education and business were
formulated at UIU through experiences in
the classroom and the UIU Admissions
office. 

My family wouldn’t be what it is today if I
hadn’t attended UIU. I met my wife at UIU
and we are the proud parents of two
daughters.

My circle of friendships would be
diminished if I hadn’t attended UIU. Some
people who are still my best friends were
people I met while a student at UIU.

—Jeff Stavnes
class of 1976

I love UIU because it formed my family. My
kids grew up in the UIU wrestling room and
many of their fondest memories come from
that time. Also, along with myself, all of my
kids are Peacocks through and through. The
connections we have at UIU are lifelong and
very strong!! I always loved the way you
always knew you could talk to any professor
anytime. They were always there to help you
and make you think and grow.

—Julie McCready
class of 1990

FLOCK
TALK

The Bridge welcomes your 
e-mails, letters and general
reminiscences. Please include
your name, class year and home
town. Letters may be edited for
space and clarity. Send your
Flock Talk correspondence to:

The Bridge
Upper Iowa University 

Alumni Center
P.O. Box 1857
Fayette, IA 52142

Or send an e-mail to
alumni@uiu.edu with the
subject line “Bridge.”
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Why I Give to 
the UIU Annual Fund...

“The Annual Fund is a
good opportunity to give
back for what I received
from UIU. It is a 
wonderful time to give 
to the University that
gave me so much.”

BUILDING DREAMS. SHAPING FUTURES.

Please consider donating to the UIU Annual Fund.
An envelope is enclosed for your contribution.  For more information about donating,

contact the Upper Iowa University Alumni Office at (800) 553-4150, ext. 6/0 or
alumni@uiu.edu.

Established in 1857™

Larry Michael (’57)
UIU Annual Fund Donor
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Dr. DeWayne Frazier has a
simple approach to his work
with Upper Iowa University’s

International Program. “I’m a firm believer
that you are rewarded if you do things the
right way.”

Frazier came to Upper Iowa in July 2007 to
fill the newly-created position of senior vice
president for international programs. He
comes with a strong background in
international education, having most
recently served as the dean of international
education and assistant professor of
international studies at Campbellsville
University in Campbellsville, Ky. This
experience, and that of his team, will be
invaluable as they work to expand UIU’s
International Program.

“I have to broaden what international
education means to Upper Iowa,” Frazier
said. Currently, the University has three
international centers and a handful of
international students in Fayette. About a
year ago the school began discussing a
faculty exchange program to send
American faculty to Asia and vice versa. As
of early December, there were six
American faculty members serving in
positions at our overseas center in Hong
Kong. James Casey, instructor at the
Milwaukee Center; Nivea Castro, Online
MBA instructor; Chris Kragnes, instructor
at the Des Moines Center; Judy Loonan,
instructor at the Waterloo Center; France
Methvin, instructor at the Alexandria
Center; and Dr. Richard Schuttler, Online
MBA instructor are working at the Hong
Kong Center. In January, the Fayette campus
will host Dr. Hassan Zand from the Hong
Kong Center and Jason Raj from the
Malaysia – Subang Jaya Center.   

Currently, he’s working to increase
understanding within the University. The
more people who understand the
philosophy of the program, the more likely
it is that the vision will live past Frazier’s
time at UIU.

Frazier is also working to ensure the
quality of education students at our
international centers are receiving. He and
his team are working on quality control in
the academics of those centers, as well as
in the finances and recruitment practices.
He wants to be sure all areas are at the
highest level possible.

All of this is not just work to Frazier.
“International education is not just my job, it’s
my calling,” he said. He grew up in a small
town in rural Kentucky, so he understands the
background of many students in Fayette.
“Where I grew up diversity was someone with
a different last name.”

This is just the beginning of the expansion
Frazier has planned. His long-term goals
include expanding study abroad
opportunities for our American students,
both at our existing centers and in other
areas of the world; recruiting international
students to Fayette, with an eventual goal of
100 foreign students on the campus; and
looking into new and expanded programs
within the University that relate to
international issues, such as teaching
English as a second language for non-
native speakers in the area. 

Eventually, Frazier plans to build UIU’s
international program into one that
competes with much larger universities,
such as the University of Michigan. “In
scale, we’re trying to build the same type of
program they have,” he said. “We want to
have the premier program in the state of
Iowa. I am constantly reviewing what other
institutions are doing and finding ways we
can either match or take our program to
the next level.”  

Upper Iowa University:
A World of Opportunity

Members of the new
UIU International
Program Office
include, from left,
Lynne Seabrooke,
Kristen Jorgenson,
Virginia Larimer, Dr.
DeWayne Frazier,
Christopher Sanders
and Cindy Larsen.

Students at UIU’s Hong Kong
center pack a classroom.
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When he left to attend college, he had his
first encounter with international education
and was hooked. He has gained a better
understanding of how small the world
really is. “We must engage in the global
community,” Frazier said. “The world has
been flattened. The playing field is being
leveled by technology.”

Frazier’s goal is to help American students
and international students bridge the gap

and learn about each other. He wants
people from other countries to understand
what America really is. “The heart and
backbone of America is the Midwest and
the South. It’s the rural areas you don’t see
on TV.” He wants to bring international
students to the United States so they can
experience it for themselves.

In connection, he wants to send American
students to other countries so they can get

the experience of another culture. The
insights students gain can only improve
their chances of competing in a global
market.

Ultimately, Frazier plans to ensure
international education at Upper Iowa
becomes an integral part of the Peacock
experience. “We’ve got to say ‘how do we
make the next 150 years great?’”

“We’re as qualified as any international
team out there,” Dr. DeWayne Frazier said
of his staff. The five people who work with
Frazier in UIU’s International Program
offices are a combination of new and
familiar faces, but all bring specific talents
to the group. 

Dr. DeWayne Frazier, senior vice
president for International Programs
Frazier has a bachelor’s degree in political
science and mathematics from
Campbellsville University. He earned a
master’s degree in international politics at
the Patterson School for Diplomacy and
International Commerce at the University of
Kentucky and a master’s in higher
education administration from the
University of Louisville. He completed his
Ph.D. in organizational administration at
the University of Louisville. In addition to
his work at Campbellsville, Frazier served
as the state representative to NAFSA:
Association of International Educators,
served as International Program advisor at
the University of Louisville, led student
groups on overseas trips, published several
articles on topics related to international
education and presented at numerous
conferences. He has travelled to more than
25 countries in his career. He moved to
Iowa with his wife, Sarah, and their three
children, Blaine, Zachary and Kiera.

Christopher Sanders, executive
director of international programs
Frazier brought Sanders north with him,
knowing his background would greatly

benefit UIU’s students. Sanders was
previously the assistant director of
international education at Campbellsville
University in Kentucky. He has a
bachelor’s degree in sports medicine and
exercise science and a master’s in
business administration, both from
Campbellsville. He is a member of NAFSA
and OACAC, professional organizations for
international educators. At UIU, Sanders
manages the operations of the
International Program office, the
international online MBA program and
the international centers.

Cindy Larsen, coordinator for
international student and scholar
services
Another import from Kentucky, it’s
Larsen’s job to ensure all legal obligations
are met and work as a liaison with
international students, foreign universities
and immigration compliance issues.
Before joining UIU, Larsen was an
international consultant at Asbury
Theological Seminary in Wilmore, Ky. She
has a bachelor’s degree in architecture
from the Georgia Institute of Technology
and a bachelor’s in human ecology from
the University of Tennessee. She is
currently completing a master’s in divinity
from the Louisville Presbyterian
Theological Seminary. Larsen is also a
member of NAFSA. She has two grown
children and two grandchildren.

Virginia Larimer, assistant registrar 
Larimer is one of the staff members who

was with Upper Iowa before Frazier came
on board. She’s been with UIU since
2001, and currently works with students
in Hong Kong and Singapore and with the
online MBA program. Larimer grew up in
South Dakota and earned a bachelor’s
degree in education from the University of
South Dakota. Her work experience has
included secondary education, insurance
industry agency. Larimer and her husband
have three grown children.

Lynne Seabrooke, assistant registrar
Seabrooke began working in the
Registrar's Office in 1993, moving to
International Programs in August of 2005.
She works with students in Malaysia and
Hawaii. Seabrooke is a member of the
Academic Review Committee and a
member of the Staff Welfare Committee.
She completed her bachelor’s degree in
accounting from Upper Iowa University in
1990. She grew up on a small farm in
northeast Iowa. She has four children.

Kristen Jorgenson, administrative
assistant
Jorgenson completed her bachelor’s
degree in business management
administration at the University of
Northern Iowa in 2007 shortly before
joining the International Program staff.
While in college, she worked as an office
assistant and was a receptionist prior to
that. Jorgenson graduated from Valley
High School in 2003 and has now
returned to her childhood hometown of
Elgin, Iowa.

UIU’s International Program staff
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Remember those hot late-spring
school days, about an hour before
the final bell of the day, how hard it

was to concentrate on what your teacher was
talking about? Now imagine you couldn’t
understand your teacher.

This is the daily classroom experience for stu-
dents who don’t speak English. Two Upper
Iowa University professors got a taste of this
when they traveled to a small village in Mexico
to gain a better understanding of what life is
like for English as a second language students.

“My mind was wandering away,” said Dr.
Dawn Behan, associate professor of education, about the class-
room time. Behan speaks no Spanish. “I would take out other
things to do, then realize that was how the students feel.”

Behan and Gina Kuker, assistant professor of education, joined 10
other education professors and school administrators for five days in
Villachuato, Michoacan, a rural village in central Mexico. The group
flew to Leon, a larger city, then took vans to the village. They were
dropped off in front of a group of adobe brick houses, a few of which
had cement faces. Many homes had rebar popping out the top, a sign
that they believe they will be able to add on to their homes.

“They believe they’re going to progress,” Behan said. 

For now, though, conditions are very different than what the
American visitors are used to. The entire group stayed with two fami-
lies in the town and everyone ate with one host family. Participants
shared beds, were able to shower every other day, didn’t wear make-
up or fix their hair. “We were out of our comfort zones,” Kuker said. 

Water tanks on top of the houses are filled once a week, and this water
is used for washing clothes, dishes and people. There is a communal
basin in the center of town where the women and children gather
almost daily to do laundry and talk.

“It was like going back three or four generations,” Behan said. It was
a situation her grandparents could have better understood. “I’d
never known anything like this.”

Many residents of the village have been able to improve their homes
somewhat because family members, mainly men, had traveled to the
United States for work. “At any given time, two-thirds of this village is in
Marshalltown, (Iowa),” Kuker said. Most of the people want to stay in the
village, she said, but there is no work there. So the men leave to find work
and send the money home, “otherwise the people there could not live.”
“Most of these people have absolutely nothing,” Behan said, “but

education is important to them – up to a
point.” The people of Villachuato work to
ensure their schools are the best they can
provide, but there is no high school there.
Once children reach ninth grade, they must
travel 30 miles to stay in school. With cars at
a shortage and gas at $10 a gallon, that’s a
daunting task for most families who only
make about $14 a day. Therefore, most chil-
dren leave school at that time to start work.

Behan and Kuker had the chance to visit the
area schools and get a better understanding
of why it is so hard for students who don’t
understand the classroom language. “No

wonder they shut down, because it’s just so overwhelming,” Kuker
said. She added math was a little easier for most of the visitors,
because numbers look the same in any language. “It really enforced
some things we do for ESL students – providing more pictures –
really benefit all students.”

Both women were particularly impressed with how hopeful the fami-
lies were despite their current conditions. Most of the children only
had two school uniforms, but they were always spotless. Most of the
family members who traveled to the United States did so illegally
because the Mexican government had very restrictive rules on granting
visas, Behan said. Kuker noted a real difference in the living conditions
of the families whose members worked legally and those who were
illegal. Despite all this, the children are working to have a better future.

“The talent of these young kids is amazing,” Kuker said. Unfortunately,
many of them are being lost in the system. They travel with their
parents between Mexico and the United States, and often fall behind
because of the constant transitions. The Mexican teachers see it, too.
“They’re in this with us,” Kuker said. They are teaching the same chil-
dren as their American counterparts and want to know what they can
do to better prepare them.

Others left in the village are working to improve themselves, too.
Behan noted an American graduate student is currently in the area
working to teach English to local women. The first class had a few
participants, but the second had more than 50. “Not only did they
come back,” Behan said, “they brought their mothers and their
daughters.” Many of the village’s older children attend an after-school
English class designed to prepare them for college. The village
people are hopeful of a bright future.

The trip was funded by a grant from the Iowa Department of
Education. The UIU women were part of the second group to make
the trip, and another group is expected to go in January.

Gina Kuker, assistant professor of
education, interacts with students at
the elementary school in Villachuato,
Mexico.

The language of learning
Two UIU professors experience education

through language barriers
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Help pave our students’ route to graduation and leave a lasting legacy.

Looking for a way to help students while leaving a permanent mark on the Fayette campus? The Peacock Walk is a three-year
project to replace a portion of the sidewalk on the main campus with bricks inscribed with the names of our alumni and friends.
This sidewalk is the route our students walk on graduation day as they head into their new lives. But that is just the last phase of a
long journey for these students, most of who have benefitted in some way from financial aid at Upper Iowa.

So in addition to paving the physical walk, the Peacock Walk is making the rest of the journey easier by raising funds for student
scholarships. All proceeds from brick sales go directly in financial aid packages to help ease the financial burden for our students.

So please, consider adding your name to the Peacock Walk. For just $100 you can choose what the brick’s inscription will say and
the section where it will be placed. You can choose between Alumni, Athletics, Friends and Family or Military sections.

To place your order, fill out the form and return it, with check or credit card information, to the UIU Alumni Office, P.O. Box 1857,
Fayette, IA 52142, or go online to www.uiu.edu and fill out a form. If you have questions, call (563) 425-5235 or e-mail
alumni@uiu.edu for assistance.
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HOMECOMING 2007

O
ct. 12-13, 2007, proved a
beautiful weekend in Fayette.
The trees were in full color;

the weather was sunny, not too warm,
not too cold. It was the perfect setting
to celebrate Upper Iowa’s 150th year.

Hundreds of alumni, students, faculty,
staff and friends converged on the
campus for two days of festivities. The
football team defeated Southwest
Minnesota State 39-27. Parade goers
were treated to a variety of entries from
the University and community. We
rededicated the Edgar Fine Arts Hall
after its remodeling. Gentlemen were
able to compete in the beard contest,
and friends were able to reconnect. In
all, an exciting weekend.

Something Old, Something New,
150 Reasons We Love UIU

Dennis Dake (’66) was the
keynote speaker at the rededica-
tion of Edgar Fine Arts Hall.

Deena Serra, administrative assistant in quality improve-
ment, won the 150 Reasons We Love UIU contest with her
entry. Her prize was a zig-zag chair made by Dr. John
Mason, assistant professor of criminology. Mason made
the chair out of materials from various locations around
campus, such as the floor of the old bowling alley.

I love UIU because of its color palette:

Red-gold bricked buildings, purple sunset, pink dawn
Vivid green of the Goddess, the fields, and the lawn

Azure blues of the pool, Iowa sky, the Peacocks
Brown/olive/cream student body, the rich-earthed walks

Pale yellow flagstone of AD, blazing oranges of fall
The stark greys of winter, but I think most of all

The black and white on diplomas, for all who achieve
UIU’s tale of colors, for all to receive.

President Alan Walker, center, stands with the 2007 winners of the
UIU Alumni Awards. This year’s winners were, from left, Matt
Snitkey (’01), Young Alumni Award; Jim Day (’67), Service to the
University; Jacquelyn McTaggart (’64), Community Service; and
Vic Miller (’69), Professional Accomplishment.
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Pat Breden, great-great-granddaughter of UIU’s founders Robert and
Elizabeth Alexander, served as grand marshal of the Homecoming parade.
Breden brought her husband and several children and grandchildren with
her to Fayette for the weekend.

Winners of the beard contest at
Homecoming were, from left,
Bruce Campbell (’69 and UIU
Board of Trustees member),
four months growth, longest
beard; Dr. Nick Serra, asso-
ciate professor of English, five
months growth, thickest beard;
Jesse Pleggenkuhle, current
student and grounds crew
member, six weeks growth,
best six-week effort; Mike
Hinds (’07), six weeks growth,
best effort for the period (circa
1857); Jackson Hayek (’02),
director of marketing research,
six weeks growth, scraggliest
beard; and Brandon Heying
(’06), admissions counselor, six
weeks growth, best groomed.

Pete the Peacock got a little help from Sodexho
staff members to deliver the 150th birthday cake
to those who attended the Alumni Banquet. 

Homecoming Queen Sara Best and King 
Marcus Uhlenhopp ride in the parade.

Members of the Windy City Skydiving parachute onto the football
field before the game.
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The many changes
of Edgar Fine Arts Hall

What was referred to as the old
gym in years past has become
the new gem on the Fayette

campus known as Edgar Fine Arts Hall.
Careful preservation of the entrance
pillars, gym floors and arched windows
keep the original character alive and
compliment several makeovers. Instead
of basketballs hitting the maple floors
in the old gym, visitors will find 
students hitting the books, walking
through the Davis-Bing Gallery and
absorbing art, information technology
and nursing disciplines today. 

The historical building, constructed in
1892, was built to be UIU’s first gymna-
sium. The main attraction, however, was
the first indoor pool west of the
Mississippi housed in the lower level.
According to Stephanie Steege, UIU’s
president’s assistant, John “Doc”
Dorman was fielding championship ath-
letic teams, and the new gym provided
ideal facilities for training and for basket-
ball play. A formal opening was held on
Feb. 26, 1921, in the pool area. Then-
President John Dickman appeared at the
ceremony dressed in a bathing suit with
an American flag draped across his shoul-
ders. At the end of the formal dedication,
Dr. Dickman jumped into the pool.”

In the years that followed, the first gym of
UIU was replaced with Dorman Gym in
1963. This changed the purpose of the old
gym, which soon became a place to hold
classes, practice music and provide an
artistic outlet in the new ceramics labora-
tory. With the change in the building’s
purpose came a need for a new name.
Steege noted, “The choice of Edgar Hall
was settled on to honor Dr. Alvin Edgar,
UIU class of 1924. Edgar had received his
B.A. in music in 1924 and then went on to
the State University of Iowa for his grad-
uate degree in music. He taught instru-
mental music in various Iowa schools for
12 years, then became director of sym-
phony and bands at Iowa State, where he
enjoyed a long and illustrious career,
becoming head of Iowa State’s music
department in 1948. In May 1974, Dr.
Edgar was on hand as the old gym was
officially named Edgar Fine Arts Hall.”

Along with the celebration of UIU’s 150th
Anniversary, the University rededicated
the building during Homecoming 2007,
celebrating the recent completion of
Edgar Fine Arts Hall’s major renovation
project. Ron Crooker, executive director
of operations, said the major renovation
project began in late spring of 2006,
beginning with
demolition
work, and con-
struction started
in early fall. The
board of
trustees
approved the
$2.8 million
project that
includes con-
struction and

furnishings. One of the highlights of the
renovation is the Davis-Bing Gallery. The
art gallery showcases student works and
guest artists alike. The newly renovated
Davis-Bing Gallery graces the second
floor with the classrooms, offices and
laboratories for the nursing and informa-
tion technology programs. Art depart-
ment offices, three art studios, a graphic
design computer lab and an art class-
room are located on the third floor. The
indoor swimming pool remains on the
ground floor, along with remodeled
locker rooms and an expanded ceramics
and sculpture studio. Crooker is pleased
with the outcome of the renovations. 
“I love it and think it is a fabulous
building,” said Crooker.

Surrounding the entrance to the impres-
sive 25,000-square-foot UIU landmark
is a brick paved walkway, engraved with
names of donors and known as the
Peacock Walk. Family and friends are
always welcome to visit the newly reno-
vated Edgar Fine Arts Hall and tour the
Davis-Bing Gallery and add their name
to the walkway. Seasons of change
reflect in the windows of Edgar as its
original beauty remains.

Visitors enjoy
the new
Davis-Bing
Gallery in the
newly reno-
vated Edgar
Fines Arts Hall
during the
building’s
rededication
ceremony at
Homecoming
2007.

A new life for 
an old gym
By Lea DeLuca and Amelia Holden



Art program gets
new home

The art program at Upper Iowa
University is thriving, and having a
new home is only helping that growth.

Unlike the other programs housed in
the newly renovated Edgar Fine Arts
Hall, the professors in the art program
had the ability to consistently provide
input and feedback regarding the needs
of their space. “They did a pretty good
job of fulfilling our vision,” said Dr.
Don McComb, professor of graphic
design. He and John Siblik, assistant
professor of art, were constantly making
and remaking decisions about what was
needed and how it would be done. The
work paid off. They now are housed on
the third floor of Edgar, a space which
is proving to be better than hoped.

“I’m extremely pleased,” Siblik said of
the renovated spaces. “The most sur-
prising thing is the lighting,” McComb
said. Rooms used for such visual pur-
suits as painting and other color-
oriented pastimes need natural, 
consistent lighting. Edgar now has that.
The lighting casts virtually no shadows,
McComb said, and the space itself is
very neutral with white walls. Siblik
added that the natural light streaming
in from the restored arched windows
adds a great deal to the setting.

The classrooms are also larger than in
the past, meaning they can accommo-

date more students at a time. “The art
classes are some of the most popular
on campus, for majors and nonmajors
alike,” McComb said. Larger class-
rooms mean they will be able to have
larger classes. With space limitations
eased, if the classes continue to fill
quickly there may be talk of expanding
the department in the future.

The remodel also allowed for updated
equipment. A state-of-the-art air
exchanger ensures any dangerous fumes
are removed quickly and not circulated
through the rest of the building. Siblik
said they will soon have a new etching
press, and new printmaking equipment is
allowing them to mix modern and fine art
techniques. “We’re very excited about that.”

Ultimately, though, McComb and Siblik
are hoping their department will be seen
as a resource, both within the University
and in the surrounding communities. Last
year, UIU hosted the Northeast Iowa High
School Art Show. More than 100 students
from 13 area high schools converged on
the Fayette campus to show their talents.
That group will return this year, allowing
them to see the new facilities. Siblik, who
spearheaded the move to get the show to
campus, and McComb are hoping that
having so many high school students at
UIU will allow them to show all Upper
Iowa has to offer both potential students
and art teachers in the area.

One way the new facility is helping with
that is the new Davis-Bing Gallery, an area
much larger than the school’s previous art
gallery. Located on the second floor of
Edgar, the gallery is a showpiece for the
University. Siblik is working on several
upcoming shows. Artist Jed Jackson
recently showed his work and came to
campus to interact with students, as well.
He lectured in an art history class and cri-
tiqued work from some of the senior stu-
dents. “He was very complimentary about
the work our students are doing,” Siblik
said. There was an energy he wasn’t
expecting. “Our students are lending a
new voice to what it means to be making
art in Iowa today.” Future shows include
sculptor Bill Pergl starting in January, 
followed by two student shows.

With the rejuvenated hardwood of the
old basketball court and the modern
display areas, the gallery joins UIU’s
past with the future. It’s not just for art
students, either. McComb said they are
hoping other faculty will use the area as
a teaching space. So far, literature
classes have met in the room and the
nursing program had scheduled a
luncheon there. “We’re looking
forward to more people taking advan-
tage of that,” McComb said.

The preserved floors are not the only
item left over from previous eras.
Throughout the renovation, administra-
tors strove to keep the historical
integrity of the building in tact while
allowing for modern upgrades. The old
columns can still be seen in the lobby,
now through a wall of windows
showing the new landscaping outside,
and the old pool remains in use in the
basement next to the new ceramics
studio and the necessary elevator.

“This building is just another example
of respecting the history of the
University,” McComb said.

Assistant professor of art John Siblik, left, 
talks with two students in one of the new
art studios in Edgar Fine Arts Hall.

Professor of graphic design Dr. Don
McComb, in back of the class,
instructs a group of students in the
new Mac lab. The new computers
allow graphic design students to
work on industry-standard
machines.
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UIU has IT

In today’s world, it’s nearly impossible
to function without a computer. They
are everywhere. We do our work on

laptops and desktops. We keep our
finances on them, use them to commu-
nicate with each other and learn about
the world. But think broader. They run
our cars and our coffee makers. A com-
puter probably controls the temperature
of your home and the stop light down
the street. They are in cell phones and
game systems, cameras and clocks.
There are few everyday tasks left in the
industrialized world that don’t involve a
computer in some form. But what
happens when there’s a problem?

You call IT.

Information technology is the newest and
fastest growing computer discipline in
the country. It’s also the newest major at
Upper Iowa’s Fayette campus. UIU recog-
nized the need for trained IT personnel
in the workplace and saw an opportunity
to provide students with training in a
growing field. With the start of the 2007-
08 school year, Dr. Joseph Elarde
joined the faculty at Upper Iowa as assis-
tant professor of information technology,
a new area under the division of science
and mathematics. He came to teaching
from the business world, having spent
several years in the IT department at
Allstate Insurance Company.

The changes in the computer industry
have been profound. When computer
education emerged in the early 1950s,
it was included with math and science.
Eventually, the area of computer engi-
neering broke off from electrical engi-
neering and information systems devel-
oped for the business applications of
computers. Software engineering
emerged in the 1990s. It wasn’t until
the early 21st century that information
technology became a fully recognized
field. Around 2003, the Association for

Computer Machinery defined the IT
curriculum. It was needed.

“What was missing was we had these
computer science majors who, when
they came to work in the workplace, we
had to retrain them,” Elarde said. Many
of these people lacked the knowledge
and skills to administer the servers and
networks in their charge. Companies
further instructed these people in the
area of information technology.

One skill Elarde wants to be sure his
students come away with is the ability to
work with a variety of people from dif-
ferent backgrounds. IT personnel, he
explained, must deal with other com-
puter people, salespeople, customers
and clients. “That’s one of the things I
emphasize in this program, profession-
alism and interpersonal skills.”

While the IT program is small in its first
year, Elarde has plans to expand. His
long-term target is to recruit 50 new
students to the program. His ultimate
goal is to help students transition easily
into employment. Toward that end,
Elarde plans to meet with representa-
tives of businesses throughout the
region who employ IT personnel. He
wants to access their needs to help
ensure students learn the skills needed
to find work and find companies willing

to support the program.

Elarde would also like to connect with
alumni and friends of the University
who currently work in the IT field. “I
think they’re a wonderful potential
resource,” he said. Anyone interested in
advising students, offering internships
or potential employment or any other
assistance for this new program should
contact Elarde at (563) 425-5835 or
elardej@uiu.edu.

One recent development Elarde is
excited about is the new E-Center in
development on the Fayette campus.
The E-Center is designed to help area
businesses gain a presence on the
Internet, an area ripe with possibility
for IT professionals. Graduates of the
program, or perhaps even students, will
have the opportunity to find employ-
ment through the E-Center or even start
businesses of their own.

In the more immediate future, Elarde is
looking at ways to help the students
complete their educations. He’s looking
at the possibility of evening classes and
has started the Peacock PC Club. The
club is designed to be of interest to all
students, not just IT majors, and talk
about topics everyone can understand
and enjoy.

Dr. Joseph Elarde leads a discussion in his programming class, a part of the 
new information technology program at UIU.
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Nursing returns to UIU

Who usually spends the majority
of time with patients before,
during and after the doctor? A

nurse. It may not come as a surprise
that nursing is the nation’s largest
health care profession. It is also one of
the newest programs offered at Upper
Iowa University. 

Dr. Margaret “Mickie” Wimmer
Johnson, UIU’s associate professor of
nursing and director of nursing educa-
tion, oversees the growing program at
the Fayette campus and Des Moines
Center. Her commitment to provide a
quality nursing education stems from
her public health nurse background
with more than 20 years of RN-BSN
education experience. 

When the nursing program began at the
Fayette campus, 10 students were
admitted in January 2007. By August,
the program quickly grew to 24 and
made the transition to a new class-
room/lab and offices in Edgar Fine Arts
Hall. In addition to the new location,
the program received significant equip-
ment donations to enhance the nursing
program. Wimmer Johnson is especially
thankful to the large contributions given
by Dr. Lon Butikofer (’83), CEO of
Regional Medical Center in Manchester,
Iowa; Jerry McCauley (’61), UIU
board of trustees chair; and Sheryl
Juve (’81), director of nursing at
Winneshiek Medical Center in Decorah,
Iowa. The gifts ranged from exam
tables to many needed tools such as
scales, laptops and sphygmomanometers.

The program continued to grow with
the expansion into the Des Moines
Center in the fall of 2007. Enrollment
numbers reached 37 students for both
locations. The nursing faculty antici-
pates May 2008 commencement to pre-
miere the first graduating class from

the RN-BSN program. Wimmer Johnson
said that in the first year the program
basically met the enrollment goal they
hoped to reach in three years. She
attributes the robust enrollment to the
unique structuring. Students take
classes on an eight-week term, where
students attend classes for one day a
week and the alternative week continue
their coursework online. This hybrid
model of education allows the students
flexibility to work toward their degrees
while balancing work, life and school.

Blending online and classroom experi-
ence with a very competitive tuition cost
makes it an ideal choice for self-
directed learners who are able to work
independently and willing to try some-
thing new, said Wimmer Johnson. Full-

Dr. Margaret “Mickie”
Wimmer Johnson shows off
the new home of the RN-BSN
program on the Fayette
campus. With nursing being
one of the fastest growing
professions in the nation, UIU
is working to help meet the
demand.

time students can complete the nursing
program in one calendar year with
taking general education coursework
online, and those part-time can com-
plete the program in two years. With a
nursing degree, job opportunities
increase and can result in better out-
comes for patients.

Wimmer Johnson travels frequently
between the UIU locations and does
preadmission advising to potential stu-
dents. She also teaches classes at both
locations and said the program has
eight adjunct teachers. “Students fre-
quently comment on the power of being
taught by someone who is actually
doing the same job that day,” Wimmer
Johnson said. This lends itself well to
the program, as the students also

Students in the RN-BSN program in Fayette are able to use some of the
newly renovated Edgar Fine Arts Hall.
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receive clinical education experience
and are arranged with a clinical facility
and faculty member.

Mirroring the nursing profession as a
whole, more than 90 percent of the stu-
dents enrolled in UIU’s nursing
program are female. There is a mix of
ages in the program, and many attend
based on a personal reference or
simply saw an advertisement for the
program. For admission into the
program, candidates must have an RN
license or be eligible for RN licensure
as well as meeting other criteria.  “All
of our students are already registered
nurses, mostly from associate’s pro-
grams,” Wimmer Johnson said. 

Future plans include the opportunity to
expand the program to at least one
more UIU center and develop a
master’s program in nursing. Currently,
Wimmer Johnson is developing a clin-
ical handbook to help students and
their preceptors in the hospital setting.
One major undertaking has been the
nursing program applying for member-
ship through the American Association
of Colleges of Nursing. In November, an
accreditation visit by the Commission of
Collegiate Nursing Education (CCNE)
took place at the Fayette campus. In
conclusion to the visit, Dr. Ed Ogle,
senior vice president for the Residential
University, stated the CCNE team
summary report included that “our
nursing education program has met all
standards and no compliance issues
were cited. The team will follow up with
a written report and a recommendation
to the CCNE Board.”

The nursing program received affirming
feedback from the accreditation team
such as “the positive contribution UIU
is making to help alleviate the shortage
of nursing leadership in Iowa,”
according to Dr. Ogle. The leadership
and vision to grow the nursing program

by Wimmer Johnson, the RN-BSN
faculty, Nursing Advisory Committee and
Nursing Exploratory Committee has
made the program a great success.

ALVIN EDGAR AND THE CLASS SCRAP
By Stephanie Steege

Edgar Hall began its life in 1921 as the new gym, with the first indoor swimming
pool west of the Mississippi. When Dorman Gym was built in 1963, the old gym
was converted into a classroom building and most recently housed the music

and fine arts programs. A major part of the renovation was restoring the high, arched
windows and retaining the beautiful old wooden gym floor.

Few people now remember Alvin Edgar, to whom the building was dedicated, but
in his day he was a highly respected Midwest musician, director of bands and
orchestras for many years at Iowa State. The elderly, personable Dr. Edgar who
spoke at the original dedication of Edgar Hall in 1972 was quite different, though,
from the carefree UIU sophomore who instigated a daring stunt back in 1921. In
order to tell that story, some background is needed on a UIU tradition of decades
ago known as the Class Scrap.

When Alvin Edgar attended Upper Iowa, the freshman, sophomore, junior and senior
classes were highly segregated and cohesive. Each class attended all its courses
together and had very little interaction with other classes. As a result, strong class
loyalties were formed, with disputes frequently arising as to which class was the best.
Sometimes these disputes led to “scraps,” which often took the form of practical
jokes, tugs of war or even open warfare.

The scrap of 1921 was a regular war game. First, all the sophomores went out and
hid in Fayette and the surrounding countryside. After a certain period of time had
elapsed, all the freshmen had to go out and find the sophomores, tie them hand and
foot, and carry them back to the football field. Once released from their bonds, the
sophomores would try to elude their captors once again. If the freshmen could 
recapture every sophomore on the field, the freshmen won; if not, the sophomores
would be victorious.

The freshmen, who outnumbered the sophomores 3-1, managed to round up every
one of their foes on the field – or so they thought. While they were still priding
themselves on their victory, the captured sophomores began digging up the sod in
one corner of the field. What came to light was a large wooden box, and in the box
was Alvin Edgar with a blanket, a flashlight and an English textbook. The sophs had
buried him early in the morning of the scrap so they could claim that not all sopho-
mores had been tied up and captured. Sure enough, the faculty judges proclaimed
the sophomore class the winner.

It was high time that Alvin Edgar was dug up from his “grave.” During the fracas on
the football field, the air tube that led up from his box had become partially clogged
with dirt. This fact, along with the increasingly violent nature of further class scraps,
alarmed the administration and faculty enough to take steps to tone down the
activity. It eventually assumed the shape of an annual tug of war across the Volga
River.

“There are many exciting things 
happening and a lot of ideas for the
future,” said Wimmer Johnson.  
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Upper Iowa University will soon
welcome two new centers to its
extended family: Cedar Rapids,

Iowa, and Rockford, Ill.

“These ventures are very exciting for
the University,” said Tim Hunt, asso-
ciate vice president for the Extended
University. “It moves us forward to
further accomplish our mission.” 

Staff members have been in place at
each site since shortly after the decision
to open was announced. In Cedar
Rapids, Kristi Tisl joins UIU as center
coordinator; Melissa Hunt, office
manager; and Jennifer Sullivan, 
academic advisor. Tim Sievers is the
new center coordinator in Rockford;
Barbara Vandegrift, academic
advisor; and Deetra Sallis, manager of
student accounts. University personnel
are also working on hiring faculty and
developing coursework for both sites.

These new centers are just two sites the
Extended University is looking at. Based
on market research, University officials
decided Cedar Rapids and Rockford

were good opportunities where UIU
could thrive while providing needed
opportunities for area residents. 

Also new with these centers, the
University is constructing buildings to
house the centers. Up to this point, UIU
has leased property for classrooms and
office space. The Cedar Rapids Center
is expected to be complete with classes
ready to start in January, and the
Rockford Center should be ready some
time in the spring.

The plan, Hunt said, is for all UIU
buildings to have a similar appearance.
The new centers will resemble the his-
torical appearance of the Fayette
campus. The buildings will be about
13,000 square feet and have eight
classrooms, a computer lab, offices and
a lounge area. They are designed to be
easily expanded as the centers grow.
The buildings will also have the most
current technology.

The location of each center was care-
fully chosen. The site in southeast
Cedar Rapids is close to plenty of

activity. “Based on our market research
and evaluation of the area, we selected
a property that is very close to the
intersection of US 30 and I-380,” Hunt
said. It’s also very close to Kirkwood
Community College, a likely training
ground for future Peacocks. “Upper
Iowa has always had a very strong rela-
tionship with Kirkwood,” Hunt said. “I
think this was a natural progression.”

In Rockford, the new center is also
adjacent to the interstate just south of
town. It’s a good site to accommodate
commuters. Hunt said Upper Iowa was
initially drawn to the Rockford area by
a study conducted by the local chamber
of commerce. Since announcing the
new center, Upper Iowa has been 
welcomed by the mayor’s office,
chamber and other groups in the area.

There are plans to continue expanding
the Peacock family throughout the
country. UIU continues to look at pos-
sible sites for new centers all the time,
though there are no definite locations
yet, Hunt said.

Peacocks get two new roosts
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Enrollment hits record
highs at UIU
Fall enrollment on the Fayette campus
officially hit 788, the highest it has been
in 35 years. At that time, fall enrollment
reached an official total of 738 students
reported in 1972.  

Last year’s fall enrollment was 696,
which means enrollment increased more
than 13 percent. Since 2004, fall enroll-
ment has steadily grown by more than 17
percent. President Alan Walker
announced the increase to the University
in September. 

“Gains in enrollment such as this come
only from the combined efforts of many
at the University, especially faculty,
admissions staff and marketing, as they
are on the front line of our efforts.
However, every position at the University
ultimately impacts enrollment, from
groundskeepers and custodians who
maintain an attractive and welcoming
physical environment to financial aid
staff who help prospective students and
their parents find ways to make a high-
quality education affordable to student
development, library, registrar, alumni
office, business services, IT and a host of
other staff who come in contact with stu-
dents on a daily basis. All play an impor-
tant role in attracting and retaining stu-
dents, and all share in our recent
success at doing so,” Walker said.

In the history of UIU, the highest enroll-
ment was in the late 1960s and early
1970s. During that time, enrollment
reached more than 1,100 due to the
draft and the Vietnam War, Walker
reported.

UIU looks forward to continued growth
of the Peacock family.

One of Upper Iowa’s oldest living
alumni recently gave the division
of education $120,000 to help its

faculty meet their goals.

Laura Heddleson, who graduated with
a two-year normal degree in 1926, gave
the University the money earmarked to
help the education division prepare
future teachers. “She embodied our 
philosophy,” said Dr. Gail Moorman
Behrens, director of teacher education
and division chair. “She wants to help
people to teach, and that’s what we
want, too.”

Heddleson is currently 102 years old
and lives near her sister and nephew in
Kentucky. She is a native of Strawberry
Point, Iowa, where she graduated high
school in 1923. Before going to Upper
Iowa, she taught school at the
Butterfield, Iowa, school district. After
graduating from UIU she taught at the
Hansel district for three years. In 1932
she earned her bachelor’s degree in
home economics education from Iowa
State University and she returned to
Fayette County to teach.

In 1936, Heddleson headed down a 
little different career path, though she
remained a teacher. She joined the
county extension office in Muscatine
County, Iowa. This was a time when the
extension service was a new concept. In
1939 she moved to the Cedar County,
Iowa, extension office as the first home
agent. She left Iowa in 1948 to join an
extension office in Illinois. In 1960 she
moved closer to her family in Webster
County, Ky., where she retired in 1970.

Moorman Behrens said the division is very
excited about the gift. They plan to use the
interest, about $6,000 per year, to fund an
endowed chair and for professional devel-
opment. “What she wants is for this money
to help teachers teach better,” Moorman
Behrens said. The endowed chair will be
named after Heddleson.

Education division personnel will let
Heddleson know how the money is being
used, though they do know her wishes.
After writing Heddleson a personal thank
you for the gift, Moorman Behrens
received a note from Heddleson stating,
“May this contribution go toward ‘how to
teach is a Skill and an Art.’”

Pr ide o f  the
Peacocks

Centenarian remembers UIU

Gil Cloud, right, interim director of development, presents a gift to 
Laura Heddleson.
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Student group honored
by Iowa governor
Student volunteer group Peacocks for
Progress was recognized by the state of
Iowa for its commitment, service and time
in the community. Daryl Grove, UIU
director of student leadership and activi-
ties, senior Sam Moultrie and junior
Jake Rasbeck accepted the Governor’s
Volunteer Award on Oct. 22, 2007, on
behalf of the group.

Grove, originator and organizer of the
program since 2003, believes the program
makes a difference in the community as
well as for the students involved.
“Community service, volunteerism and
service learning enhance your college
experience in many ways. Students who
participate in community service gain a
strong sense of self-worth and pride; new
experiences, new friends, new possibilities;
increased independence and managerial
skills; improved decision-making abilities;
visibility and prestige in the community and
on the job; personal growth; and contacts
for job advancement,” Grove said. Through
Peacocks for Progress, students can learn
new skills, assume responsibilities, become
aware of the needs of others and learn the
importance of unselfish serving and giving. 

Peacocks for Progress does a variety of
community service projects that range from
yard raking for the elderly to larger scale
projects including prairie and river
cleanups. On Fayette Appreciation Day last
spring, students performed 17 volunteer
projects. Last year, the program completed
70 projects and student participation
reached more than 300. Grove said the
busiest time of year is during spring and
fall. This past fall, 170 freshmen helped
clean up the low ropes course on the UIU
campus. For spring 2008, Grove is coordi-
nating an alternative spring break trip to
Alaska for Peacocks for Progress. The
group will work for a Native American
center and plans are being finalized to
support the national parks, such as Denali
National Park and Reserve. UIU President
Alan Walker and his wife, Debbie, will
take part on the trip as chaperons. 

The program welcomes ideas for projects
within the Fayette area. If you would like to
submit an idea or suggestion, please
contact the Office of Student Activities at
groved@uiu.edu or (563) 425-5311.
Requested projects are done on a first
come, first served basis and must meet
UIU’s liability standards. When a request is
granted, supplies will need to be furnished
and a small donation is requested to the
city of Fayette. 

Waterloo instructor
sends students to
Fayette
Judy Loonan was concerned her students
at the Waterloo Center weren’t connecting
to the University as well as they should, so
she sent them to Fayette.

Not for good, just a visit. It’s an extra credit
assignment Loonan encourages students in
her human resources management class to
complete. “Some, most, of them had never
been on campus before this assignment,”
Loonan said. “They now have better owner-
ship to the University and will then pass on
the information to others who might be
interested in coming to UIU. Another
reason was for the students to really take
ownership of their UIU education, to take
pride in the physical university instead of
just an off-campus site.”

It’s not a huge trip, about an hour drive.
For the students, it’s become a challenge of

sorts. “They now compete to take the best
pictures or the most unusual,” Loonan
said. “They take pride in going to campus
and walking around to see what else is on
campus.” Part of the assignment is to visit
the Henderson-Wilder Library on campus
and research the history of the University.

Loonan started the project five years ago.
She’d wanted to take a field trip to Fayette,
but having class at night made it difficult.
“However, with an assignment for extra
credit, everyone wanted to do it.” 

Loonan herself is a two-fold UIU grad,
having received her bachelor’s degree in
1987 and her master’s in 2000. “I had
always wished I had gone to campus before
I went through graduation,” she said.
“Now, as an instructor in Waterloo, I try to
provide that opportunity for them and for
UIU with its students.”

It’s also good for the University. “What
better way to market the University than its
students who will be graduates going out
into the work world and expressing how
great UIU is?”

UIU ranks high in CLA
results
The 2006-07 Collegiate Learning
Assessment Institutional Report confirmed
Upper Iowa University students learn more
during their college years than 90 percent
of college students tested in America. 



Institute for Experiential
Learning 2008 (IEXL)

March 10 – 14, 2008
BA 225 Business Ethics - Joe Atkins

ID 301 Critical Thinking - Betty and Bob Firth

June 16 – 20, 2008
BA 361 Human Resources Management - Don Haven

BIO 215 Local Field Science – Dr. Kata McCarville 

BA 488 Economics of International Business

– Betty and Bob Firth

June 23 – 27, 2008
PSY 338 Motivation - Ed Derr

COMM 305 Organizational Communications

- Melle Starsen

ART 110 Drawing - TBA

Classes held on the UIU Fayette Campus
Classes meet daily from 8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. – M-F

Network with students from around the world. 

On-campus housing available.

For more information, contact:

External Degree Program office at:

Phone: 1-888-877-3752 • Fax: 1-563-425-5353

Email: extdegree@uiu.edu
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CLA research shows that, typically, students
can be expected to improve their test scores
a little less than 12 percent between the
freshman and senior years. Upper Iowa’s
results showed an average improvement of
more than 19 percent, placing the University
among the top 10 percent of colleges
nationally for enhancing student learning.

The intent of the testing, however, is to assess
the institution in order to assist faculty in
improving teaching, learning and strength-
ening higher order skills. In addition, the test
serves as a benchmark as to how well one
institution is doing compared to another. 

“We have always thought that our faculty did
an incredible job and that students learned

more at Upper Iowa than they would at most
other schools,” said Dr. Doug McReynolds,
director of academic assessment. “We are
really pleased to have direct empirical evi-
dence that that is, in fact, the case.”

At the present time, CLA testing is not manda-
tory, but the government continues to look
for evidence that real learning is taking place
in the nation’s colleges and universities, and
CLA testing has proven to be a successful way
to measure it. Upper Iowa was one of 115
schools identified for cross sectional testing
a year ago; the Council for Aid to Education
(CAE) reports that a total of 300 institutions
and 70,000 college students have partici-
pated in CLA testing overall. 

Madison students tackle
global issue
A group of students at the UIU Madison
Center are taking Al Gore’s lead and
learning more about how their world is
affected by global warming, and how they
and their neighbors may be contributing to
the problem.

Alan Capelle, Madison Center coordi-
nator, taught a course titled Global
Warming and Climate Change in the fall
term. It was a first within the University, he
said, and offered some unique opportuni-
ties for the students.

In early November, about 20 students got a
chance to conference call Dr. James G.
Hansen, director of NASA’s Goddard
Institute for Space Studies and Atmospheric
Science and one of the leading climatolo-
gists in the world. “Whenever the Bush
administration wants a briefing on global
warming, they go to him,” Capelle said.

Hansen reviewed his latest PowerPoint
presentation with the class. “It was very,
very insightful and a wonderful opportunity
for our students,” Capelle said. 

On Nov. 20, the group spoke with Dr. Chris
Landsea, a premier hurricane specialist
with the National Hurricane Center in
Miami. The group discussed the relation-
ship between global warming and hurri-
cane trends.

In an effort to see how matters close to
home are affecting the world, students in
the class are conducting a study at area
banks to determine ways to reduce carbon
dioxide emissions from vehicles waiting in
line at bank drive throughs. Six banks in
the Madison area signed on for the study.
As a result of the effort, the banks are
encouraging patrons to turn off their
engines while waiting in line.

“It’s going to lead to a new set of rules in
banking here in Madison,” Capelle said.
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Peacock Ath le t ics

Moorhead (T 25th/3.315) in the Top 25. 
Sara Best (Brayton, Iowa), Amanda
Faas (Cedar Rapids, Iowa), Whitney
Henke (Brayton, Iowa), Ashley Martin
(Ames, Iowa), Chelsea Petersen
(Oxford Junction, Iowa) and Amber
Schuster (Mount Ayr, Iowa) were all
members of the Northern Sun Conference
All-Academic Winter Sports Team.

"This is a great honor for our team,” said
head coach Ben Conrad. “We moved up
from 19th last year (3.364) to 13th this
year (3.403) and met one of our team
goals. Our kids can be very proud of this
recognition.”

T.C. Hicks sets new
career rushing record in
Homecoming game
T.C. Hicks led the
Peacocks to a 39-27
Homecoming victory
against NSIC foe
Southwest Minnesota
State. Hicks became
the new leader in
career rushing yards at Upper Iowa
University with a 32-carry, 198-yard effort
against the Mustangs. The senior running
back took two of his 32 carries into the
end zone for scores. 

Peacocks launch
UpperIowaAthletics.com
The Upper Iowa University Athletic
Department is pleased to announce the
launch of its new Web site,
UpperIowaAthletics.com. The new site was
designed by CSTV, a member of CBS
Broadcasting. 

While the new site has many of the old 
features Peacock fans have become 
accustomed to, UpperIowaAthletics.com
will now feature a photo with every recap
and release from the department. Other
additions include an interactive scoreboard
fans can use to find recaps and box scores
after contests and an interactive calendar
that will allow fans to know what’s coming
and click on media links to follow all the
action live. Peacock fans will also be able
to put a face with a name as each student-
athlete, coach and administrator now has
their own bio page. 

Take some time to check out
UpperIowaAthletics.com and support the
Peacocks. 

Peacocks earn spot in
WBCA Academic Team
Honor Roll 
Upper Iowa University women’s basketball
team ranked 13th in NCAA Division II on
the Women’s Basketball Coaches
Association’s 2006-07 Academic Top 25
Team Honor Roll. The award recognizes
teams throughout the nation that have the
highest grade point averages for the 2006-
07 season based on nominations submitted
by WBCA-member coaches.

The Peacocks completed the 2006-07 aca-
demic year with a team grade point average
of 3.403 and joined fellow Northern Sun
Conference members Southwest Minnesota
State (fifth/3.521), Winona State
(seventh/3.461) and Minnesota State

Hicks had 1,065 rushing yards this season
on 144 attempts (7.4 yards per carry). The
Immokalee, Fla., native crossed the goal
line for seven touchdowns this season and
his career rushing yards are now 2,893 on
543 carries for a career rushing average of
5.3 yards per attempt. 

Peacocks place third 
in NSIC men’s golf
championship 
Dahlke earns NSIC 
All-Conference honors 
The Peacock men’s golf team finished its
second Northern Sun Men’s Golf
Conference Championship in third place.
The team finished in sixth place last year,
but back to back 304s by Upper Iowa
fueled the run at the title. Winona State
University won the championship with a
575 (285-290), while Bemidji State
University’s 299 helped the Beavers pass
the Peacocks on day
two to take second
place by two strokes
(606/ 307-299). 

Matt Dahlke earned
NSIC All-Conference
Honors as he tied for
sixth place with a 151
(75-76). Dahlke led a
strong Upper Iowa run
in Becker, Minn.
Adam Winans fol-
lowed his 78 on day
one with a 76 on day two to finish in 16th
place, while Josh Wells improved on his
78 on day one by a stroke to shoot 155 and
tie for 17th place. Andy Thomas couldn’t
match the 73 he shot on day one and
carded a 158 for the championship.
Tucker Bayler came through on day two
and shot a 75, UIU’s low round of the day,
to finish with a 159. 

Dahlke played the par fives at 4.75 (-2) on
the weekend which was tied for tops in the
field. Wells was one of three golfers with an
eagle, while Winans tied for sixth in pars
with 23 and Dahlke was ninth with 22. 

Upper Iowa’s fall season completed with
the NSIC Championship and will resume
this spring. 
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Peacocks ranked 15th 
in Golf World/NGCA
Division II coaches’ poll 

The Upper Iowa University women’s golf
team ranked No. 15 in a Golf World/NGCA
Division II Coaches’ Poll. The poll 
combines the resources of Golf World
magazine and the National Golf Coaches
Association to determine its rankings. The
complete results appeared in the Nov. 2,
2007, issue of Golf World and can be
viewed online at www.golfworld.com. 

The Peacocks played in six tournaments
this fall and finished with the lowest team
score in three of those events. Upper Iowa
won the Maverick Round-Up hosted by
Minnesota State, Mankato, tied for the win
at the Concordia University Invite with
Nebraska-Omaha, and won the first half of
the Northern Sun Conference Tournament.
The team finished fourth out of 18 teams at
the Drury Regional Shootout, fourth out of
14 teams at the Mustang Invitational hosted
by Southwest Minnesota State and second
out of six teams at the Express Suites
Riverport Inn tournament hosted by
Winona State. 

Upper Iowa played well this fall against
some of the best teams in the country. The
Peacocks’ opponents have included No. 5
Tarleton State, No. 9 Northeastern State,
No. 11 St. Edward’s, No. 12 West Florida,
No. 13 Nebraska-Omaha, No. 14 Drury, No.
20 Augustana, No. 23 North Dakota, No. 25
Concordia-St. Paul, No. 27 Minnesota State,
Mankato, and No. 29 Central Oklahoma.
The Peacocks have defeated eight of these
11 ranked teams in their fall tournaments
this season. 

Five soccer players earn
Northern Sun All-
Conference honors 
Heitzman and Campbell
earn first team honors 
Five Peacocks earned
Women’s Soccer All-
Conference Awards
from the Northern Sun
Conference. Amy
Campbell (sopho-
more, Cary, Ill.) and
Melissa Heitzman
(sophomore, Ames,
Iowa) were named to
the NSIC First Team.
Jennifer Lee (junior,
Kenosha, Wis.) and
Erica Baedke
(Gowrie, Iowa) were
named to the NSIC
Second Team, and
Lauren Smith
(senior, Flint, Mich.)
earned an NSIC
Honorable Mention. 

Campbell played in all
21 games for the
Peacocks and recorded
11 goals and three
assists on the season.
Campbell tallied four
game-winning goals for
the year. The sopho-
more finished in the top
five in four categories in
the NSIC; first in shots,
fourth in points, fourth
in goals and tied for third in gw goals. She
picked up a hat-trick versus Wayne State
College (three goals) on Oct. 14.

Heitzman played in 12 games in goal while
starting nine. She logged 909 minutes in
goal while allowing 16 goals and making
63 saves. The sophomore finished with a 6-
3-1 record in net with four shutouts and
was a two-time NSIC Women’s Soccer
Defender of the Week. She recorded 11
saves versus Northern State on Sept. 29 and
10 saves versus Winona State on Oct. 7. 

Lee played in all 21 games for the Peacocks
and registered three goals and nine assists on

the season. The junior finished sixth in the
NSIC in shots and third in assists. She dished
out two assists versus Augustana on Sept. 9.

Baedke played in all 21 games for the
Peacocks and drove home six goals and
handed out eight assists. Two of Baedke’s
goals were game winners. The senior had
her best game versus Augustana when she
notched two goals and one assist on Sept. 9. 

Smith played in all 21 games for Upper
Iowa and dished out four assists while
scoring nine goals, two of which were
game winners. The senior finished tied for
fifth in points and seventh in goals in the
NSIC. She was named as the NSIC Women’s
Soccer Offensive Player of the Week once
this season. Smith recorded two goals and
an assist versus Missouri Western on Aug.
23 and two goals versus Southwest
Minnesota State on Oct. 13. 

The UIU women’s soccer team qualified for
postseason play for the second season in a
row. The team made the NSIC tournament
as the No. 3 seed this year after posting a
12-8-1 record overall and a 6-2-1 record
in the NSIC. Last season, the team qualified
as the No. 8 seed in the NSIC Tournament. 

Hageman
earns first
NSIC honors
for volleyball
Senior Darcy
Hageman (Decorah,
Iowa) earned an NSIC Honorable Mention
in the Northern Sun All-Conference
Volleyball awards.

The all-conference nod is the first in the
program’s short Division II and Northern
Sun history; it is also the first all-confer-
ence honor a Peacock volleyball player has
earned since 2000 in the Iowa Athletic
Collegiate Conference. 

Hageman played in 22 of the team’s 30
matches due to injury this season.
Hageman recorded 238 kills with a .220
hitting percentage on the season. The
senior tallied 20 service aces, 187 digs and
50 blocks (nine solo). She led the
Peacocks in points per game at 3.89. 
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“It has been an absolute pleasure to work
with Darcy over the past two years,” said
head coach Dave Jackson. “She was voted
team captain in her first year with the
program and has been a solid leader and
role model ever since. Darcy is the model
student-athlete, her GPA is above a 3.9 as a
biology major and she is an All-Conference
volleyball athlete. I am convinced that if
Darcy would not have missed eight matches
because of injury and been limited to back
row play for three more, then she would be
a first-team nomination and a strong All-
Region candidate. She meant more to this
team than just the kills, blocks and aces
she provided. I will remember Darcy as a
player that would do whatever it would
take for her team to succeed.”

The UIU volleyball team finished the season
with a 4-26 record overall and remained
winless in Northern Sun Conference play (0-
18). The team graduates two players and will
return 10 players for the 2008 campaign.

Wrestling ranks sixth in
national preseason poll 
Six individuals named in
preseason rankings 
The Upper Iowa University wrestling
program has once again been recognized
by the NCAA Division II Wrestling Coaches’
Association as one of the top programs in
the nation. The National Wrestling Coaches’
Association released its
preseason poll and
ranked the Peacock
wrestling team sixth in
the country for the
2007-08 season. 

The Peacocks received
119 points to earn the
ranking. Upper Iowa
also has six individuals
in the rankings. Junior
Tyler Mumbulo is
ranked sixth at 125
pounds. Senior Tee
Adams is ranked sixth
at 149 pounds.
Sophomore Travis
Eggers is ranked fifth

at 157 pounds.
Sophomore Mitch
Norton is ranked
eighth at 165 pounds.
Senior Brady
Hakeman is ranked
eighth at 174 pounds,
while senior Dan
Goodson is ranked
fourth at heavyweight. 

The team, which fin-
ished eighth at the
NCAA Championships in
Kearney, Neb., last
season, sent eight indi-
viduals to the 2007
National Tournament.
Upper Iowa finished the
championships with

four of their eight qualifiers earning All-
American honors. Current assistant coach
Ryan Phillips won the National
Championship at 197 pounds, John
Gamble finished third at 141; Mumbulo
finished eighth at 125; and Goodson finished
eighth at 285. Other Peacock qualifiers fin-
ished with the following records at the
championships: Nate Naumann 1-2,
Adams 0-2, Eggers 1-2, and Norton 1-2. 

Following the 2006-07 campaign, Upper
Iowa dominated the NSIC wrestling post-
season awards. Phillips, Norton and head
coach Heath Grimm swept the NSIC
Specialty Awards; Wrestler of the Year,
Newcomer of the Year and Coach of the
Year, respectively. Seven of the 10 All-
Conference spots were also taken by
Peacock wrestlers. The seven Peacocks to
make All-Conference were Mumbulo,
Naumann, Gamble, Adams, Eggers, Phillips
and Goodson. The program has produced
12 National Champions, 57 All-Americans
and 19 Scholar All-Americans. 

As an added bonus to the season, Upper
Iowa University will host the 2008 NCAA
Division II National Championships at the
U.S. Cellular Center in Cedar Rapids, Iowa,
on March 14 and 15.

Women’s basketball
competes in Disney
World Tip-Off Classic
The women’s basketball team traveled to
Orlando, Fla., to compete in the prestigious
Disney Tip-Off Classic in early November.
The ladies were able to play three games
against some of the best programs in the
country. They also got to experience Disney
World in their free time, as well as a
welcome banquet at the MGM Studios
theme park. The park was shut down for
the banquet, and the team was able to ride
the Rockin’ Roller Coaster and enjoy
dinner with the seven other participating
teams and coaching staffs.

“This was an experience these girls will
never forget. Some of our kids flew for the
first time. Most had never been to Disney,
some had never even been out of the
Midwest,” coach Ben Conrad said.

Senior Christa Hammel said, “The trip
brought our team closer together and we
got to see our potential. The teams we
played down there were incredible. We
also had a lot of fun; Disney World is an
impressive place.”

Aside from the fun in the sun, the Peacocks
had business to attend to with game prepa-
ration for three games against top notch
opponents. There was also time set aside
for mandatory study tables during the trip.
Although the girls came up on the short
end of three very close ball games, the
Peacocks made real progress as a unit in
some very intense games. They were also
able to bond as a team and were able to
experience travel in a part of the country
they normally would not have seen.
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Alumni  Assoc iat ion
News

Pam Whitmore (’65), second from
right; and Stu Dunkle (’64), far right.
They are joined by fellow support crew
members Fred Koch, friend of the
University, second from left; and Kata
McCarville, assistant professor of
geosciences, center. 

Alumni riding with Team Peacock included
Cindy Carpenter (’93, ’02), Jackson
Hayek (’02), Bob Firth (’89, ’00), Bob
Lang (’63), Ray Zeran (’95), Matt
Cowley (’00), Jobyna Johnston (’04)
and Cliff Ozmun (’07). 

UIU Alumni Association
Meetings
The UIU Alumni Association Board of
Directors has determined that one of its
semiannual meetings will be conducted at
an extended campus center in order to
become familiar with the progress the
University is making each year. Cedar Rapids
will host the spring 2008 meeting April 6-8,
and the group looks forward to visiting the
site and inviting area alumni to a special

event during this meeting. There will be a
reception for alumni in the area at the new
Cedar Rapids Center, then the association
board will meet April 7-8. For more
information on attending this event or for a
site visit, please contact Joe Monaco (908)
654-5208 or email uiugrad@aol.com.

Do you have any ideas?
The UIUAA is always looking for ways to
use the resources at its disposal, especially
the UIU Alumni Web site. If you have
suggestions for how we can use the site to
reach out to the Peacock family around the
world, please contact the alumni office at
alumni@uiu.edu or (563) 425-5374. 

Alumni Association
Regional Directors
Needed
The Upper Iowa University Global Alumni
Association has several purposes: to
increase alumni interest in the future of the
University, to establish relationships
between the University and its alumni and
friends, to provide support to the
University, to support the professional
development and success of alumni and to
keep alumni advised about what is
happening within the University.

The group’s Board of Directors recently
created nine global regions with 11
director positions for this outreach and is
in need of three additional UIU alumni to
join in these efforts. These three volunteer
director positions will assist in leading
recruitment and networking on behalf of
the University throughout the United States
in the region in which they live. The three
regions needing directors are:  

Region 4: Colorado, New Mexico, Kansas,
Oklahoma and Texas

Region 7: West Virginia, Virginia, Delaware,
Maryland and Washington D.C.

Region 8: Arkansas, Louisiana, Tennessee,
North Carolina, South Carolina, Mississippi,
Alabama, Georgia and Florida

If you would like to volunteer for one of
these three leadership positions or would
like more information, please contact
Board President Joe Monaco (908) 654-
5208 or email uiugrad@aol.com.

UIU Alumni attend
RAGBRAI
Among the support personnel during this
year’s RAGBRAI, driving the vehicles to
each destination, setting up tents at
overnight stays and replenishing water and
Gatorade each day for the riders, were
three UIU alumni, Joe Moses (’97), left;

Members of the alumni association’s board 
of directors participated in the 2007 
Homecoming parade in Fayette. Those in 
the truck include Stu Dunkle (’64), Pam
Whitmore (’65), Joe Monaco (’80) and
Wendell Bandy (’96).
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Ralph Muscatell (’50), Windsor,
Calif., is still playing his button
box and can even be found on the
popular Internet site You Tube. He
is a member of an accordion club.

Jim Olsen (’52), Medford, Ore., had
the opportunity to fly in a KC-135
U.S. Air Force tanker out of
Kingsley Air Base for two hours.

They flew over the south Oregon
region refueling F-15 fighters.
Olsen even had time in the cockpit
with the pilots and was able to
operate the boom for a time.

Norma Stewart (’54, ’57) Oelwein,
Iowa, retired from teaching in
1997. She traveled to China and
the Philippines to visit her
daughter and son-in-law. She
enjoys bowling and attending the
sports of her 21 grandchildren.
She welcomed great-grandchild
Kendra in 2007.

Gerald “Jerry” (’58) and Donna
Koester, Spencer, Iowa, joined
their children, Eric and Jenny, in
Minneapolis for a long weekend
over the summer. At the time,
Jenny and her husband, Jim, were
expecting the Koesters’ first
grandchild. Jenny is in manage-
ment at ConAgra and Jim is a
manager/director with All State
Insurance. Eric started his own
company with some friends. They
design and install custom digital
cameras for a variety of cus-
tomers, including some govern-
ment contracts and overseas 
customers.

Joann Bennett (’59), Laguna
Beach, Calif., and Antoinette Kann
(’60), Marquette, Iowa, took their
copy of The Bridge on a 25-day
tour of Australia, New Zealand
and Fiji. The picture was taken on
a New Zealand cruise ship on
Milford Sound with the famous
Mitre Peak in the background.

Terry Stevens (’59), Lake Havasu
City, Ariz., was honored by his
former players, coaches and

friends at Oelwein, Iowa, High
School in October. More than 100
people turned out at a gathering
in his honor. He coached football
at the school from 1962-1971.

Larry (’60) and Ev Wiebke, Van
Horne, Iowa, took their copy of
The Bridge to the YMCA Camp of
the Rockies in Estes Park, Colo.,
in July 2007. They were attending
a high school reunion.

Gene Wellman (’62), Stoddard,
Wis., took his copy of The Bridge
on his 17th annual remote fly-in
trip to a lake in northern Ontario,
Canada. They were the only people
in one cabin on a lake “way up
there.” Just the moose, bears,
loons, eagles, fish and four guys,
Wellman said. He retired in May of
2007 after 44 years in education.

Class Notes

“Take us with you!”
Where in the world will we find 
The Bridge next? Take The
Bridge with you on your travels
and send us a photo of you
with your Bridge by a
distinguishing sign or
landmark. Your photos will
appear in upcoming editions in
the Class Notes section.

Send original photos to:
The Bridge
Upper Iowa University
Alumni Center
P.O. Box 1857
Fayette, IA  52142

Or email high resolution (300+
dpi) JPEG or TIFF images to:
alumni@uiu.edu.
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Chuck Hurt (’65), Cedar Falls,
Iowa, took his copy of The Bridge
with him to Red Square in
Moscow during a trip in July 2007.

Dennis A. Heth (’65), Fort Madison,
Iowa, recently retired after
teaching five years at Eagle
Grove, Iowa, and serving as ele-
mentary principal for 35 years at
Anamosa and Fort Madison. In
addition to his degree from Upper
Iowa, Heth has a master’s degree
and doctorate from the University
of Northern Iowa. 

Dennis
Dake (’66),
Ames,
Iowa,
brought
his copy
of The
Bridge
and his
artwork to
the newly

renovated Edgar Fine Arts Hall on
the Fayette campus. Dake had the
honor of being the first artist to
have a show in the new Davis-
Bing Gallery.

Sharon K. (Thyer) Heth (’66), Fort
Madison, Iowa, recently retired as
children’s librarian for the city of
Fort Madison. Prior to that, she
taught at Plainfield, Eagle Grove,
Midland and Monticello. 

Terry Reeves (’66), Hereford, Ariz.,
and his wife, Jeannie, retired after
spending a combined 70 years in
education. They planned to start a
heritage journey, following family
trails from east to west, in the fall
of 2007.

Bill Wright (’67), Savanna, Ill., and
Brad Pettit (’67), Veria, Brazil, and
Sun City, Ariz., took a copy of The
Bridge with them to the Finger of
God formation in Teresopolis,
Brazil in August 2007. Wright
retired in 2004 after 35 years with
the Savanna school district. He
served as teacher, coach, athletic
director, high school principal and
district superintendent. He earned
his master’s and educational spe-
cialist degrees from the University
of Northern Colorado in Greeley.
Pettit retired in 1998 as a financial
controller after a 31-year career
with Bridgestone/Firestone Tire
Company.

Sheldon Davis (’69) and daughter
Glenda Davis (’87), Delhi, Iowa,
took a copy of The Bridge with
them to the Frontier Days celebra-
tion in Cheyenne, Wyo.

William W. Ball (’69), Jensen
Beach, Fla., took his copy of The
Bridge to Germany when he and
his wife took a three-week trip to
Europe in September and October.
While there, they took delivery of a
new Mercedes-Benz E550 at the
Sindelfingen factory; spent five
days in the Black Forest, Tyrol,
Austria, and Munich; and stayed at
the Scholsshotel Buhlerhohe seen
here. Ball retired from Anthem
Blue Cross and Blue Shield in
September 2003 after 21 years
with the company. They currently
winter in Jensen Beach and
summer in Old Lyme, Conn.,
where they attend cruise nights
and car shows with their 1966
Shelby A/C Cobra replica. 

To ensure that your Class Note photos
reproduce at highest quality, please
follow these guidelines:

■ Original photos – that clearly show 
faces (and a distinguishing landmark
for “Take Us With You” photos) work
best.  We will scan your original 
photo–producing a high resolution 
digital image–and return it to you 
after The Bridge goes to print.

■ Digital images – can be emailed to 
alumni@uiu.edu, but MUST be high 
resolution—at least 300+ dpi, 

attachment size above 300KB. Use 
your digital camera’s “publication” 
(or highest resolution) setting when
you take the photo.

■ Printed copies of digital photos – 
generally do not reproduce well 
unless the image was initially taken 
at high resolution and printed on 
high quality photo paper; otherwise, 
the scanned image turns out grainy. 
Your better bet is to email the high 
resolution digital image or mail an 
original photo.

Tips for great Class Note photos:
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Kim (Goulding) Baker (’70),
Waxahachie, Texas, recently
married Bob McMillian. Her
youngest son also welcomed a
son, so Kim’s excited about being
a grandma.

Barbara Nelson (’71), Tullahoma,
Tenn., taught physical
education/science in Iowa public
schools for eight years. She
received her master’s degree from
Drake University in 1981 and
retired in 2005 after 23 years with
the Department of Defense.
During her years with civil service
she lived in Korea, Germany and
Turkey. She also traveled to many
countries in Europe, the Middle
East and southwest Asia.

Col. Richard W. Hoover (Ret.) (’75),
Niceville, Fla., was awarded the
Silver Beaver by the Gulf Coast
Council of the Boy Scouts of
America for more than 40 years of
volunteer service to scouting.
Hoover is an Eagle Scout, Arrow
of Light recipient, brotherhood
member of the Order of the Arrow
and holder of the Distinguished
Commissioner and God and
Country awards. During his 30
years of active duty, Hoover
served in eight councils as scout-
master, roundtable commissioner,
troop committees, merit badge

counselor and waterfront director.
He currently serves on the
Southern Region National Camp
School for Aquatics.

Jay (’75) and Sandy Thede, Mason
City, Iowa, retired from teaching
and now do fundraisers for the
American Soy Organics Candle
Co. They help organizations do a
cash and carry fundraiser with the
candles.

Mary (Breitsprecher) Cameron
(’75), Ames, Iowa, has accepted a
new position at the Iowa
Department of Education as an
adolescent and information lit-
eracy consultant. Prior to this,
Cameron was youth services con-
sultant at the State Library of
Iowa. She and her husband,
Gregg, are the proud grandparents
of twins Kaiya and Kinsey, born in
March 2007.

Cornelius “Corney” Banister (’77),
Santa Teresa, N.M., retired from
the U.S. Army and teaching ele-
mentary physical education in El
Paso, Texas. He still acts in stage
productions. 

Jeanne (Joachim) Blaes (’77),
Scottsdale, Ariz., retired as a
colonel from the U.S. Army in
June 2007 after almost 30 years
and from her federal employee job
in August 2007. She continues to
work as a state employee with the
Arizona Army National Guard as
their deputy director of the
Construction and Facilities
Management Office. She is also
pursuing her doctorate in busi-
ness administration at North
Central University in Prescott,
Ariz. She is expected to present
her dissertation in early 2008. She
was inducted into the
International Honor Society in
Business Administration – Delta
Mu Delta – for scholastic excel-
lence in her graduate program.

Harriet P. Sherwood (’80)
Clearwater, Fla., lives in the 
countryside with her 21-year-old
daughter, Grace Katherine
Sherwood.  

Dr. Jacquelinn “Jacque” Hawkins
(’82), Enterprise, Ala., took The
Bridge with her while she partici-
pated in a mud bath regimen in
Guanacaste, Costa Rica. The
Rincon de la Vieja volcano in
northwestern Costa Rica creates
mineral-rich mud, which is carried
from hot, bubbling mud pools deep
within the mountain to a rustic,
open-air retreat. The regimen
begins with a pore-opening sauna
near a thermal vent in the earth’s
crust followed by slathering on the
warm mineral mud and finishes
with a dip in a warm thermal pool.

Col. Angie Joseph (’82) and Thomas
“TJ” Joseph (’80), Fort Monroe,
Va., recently relocated from
Heidelberg, Germany. Angie serves
as the senior human resources
officer for U.S. Army Cadet
Command. They have two daugh-
ters, Allyssa, 16, and Natalie, 13. 

Greg Atkins (’85, 03), Tallahassee,
Fla., works at Florida State
University as assistant controller
and is the president of the Florida
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Association of Bursars and
Student Accounting Administrators
for 2007-08. Atkins has been vice
president of education and confer-
ence 2004-06 and held the office
of president-elect for 2006-07 for
the organization. Atkins has
served in the office of Student
Financial Services at Florida State
University since 2003. In 2005, he
was promoted to assistant con-
troller and was instrumental in the

Fred Tully’s high school teacher told him to get
away from the East Coast. Apparently, he took the
advice to heart.

Tully (’63) is about to retire again, this time after
six years as the director of development at Crazy
Horse Memorial in South Dakota, a world away
from a boyhood in Connecticut. Tully describes
himself as an antisocial child not interested in the
academic side of life. As he neared graduation
he’d already been suspended from school. A
teacher who was an Upper Iowa alumnus sug-
gested he try UIU, adding it would be beneficial
for him to see how others lived.

“I boarded a bus and traveled 1,300 miles to
Fayette,” Tully said. He was dropped off at the
hardware store. “I thought the town must be just
up ahead.” He was right on Main Street. It turned
out his teacher had given Tully good advice.

“He was right in terms of leaving the East Coast,”
Tully said. Seeing life in this small-town setting
really turned him around. His first full day in town,
Tully walked to the post office to get a box, and
three people wished him a good morning. “I
thought I must look like someone,” Tully said.
Where he was from, people didn’t talk to
strangers. “I just fell in love with it.”

He spent four years studying political science and
history. After graduation, he began a teaching
career that would eventually lead him to the
Children’s Home Society in South Dakota. When
he retired from that organization, he was looking
for something to fill his time and decided to help
out at Crazy Horse.

“I was going to come out here and mow lawns,”
Tully said. Six years later, he is in the midst of a

national campaign to raise $16.5 million. The second
phase will raise $10 million. By that time, though,
Tully may be back to mowing lawns. He plans to be
retired by February, though he hopes to stay active
with the monument. He also hopes to finally get his
own shop and have the time to work in it.

Overall, Tully said UIU was the key to turning him
down a road that worked out well. “Upper Iowa
was really good for me.”

Life takes Tully from East Coast to Wild West

Fred Tully (’63) recently gave UIU Alumni
Association board member Pam Whitmore (’65)
a tour of Crazy Horse Memorial. Tully will retire
soon from his position as director of development
at the monument.

development and administration
of the FSU School as Lender
Program.  Prior to moving to
Florida, Atkins worked at Coe
College in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, as
the director of student accounts
from 1995-04. He was student
account and loan manager of
Cornell College in Mount Vernon,
Iowa, from 1987-04. Atkins served
on the board of the Minnesota
Collection Network from 1993-99. 

Patricia Matt (’87), Elkader, Iowa,
is enjoying her retirement. She
occasionally substitute teaches
for the Jewish School in Postville,
Iowa. She has gone back to
painting and makes gourd people
in her spare time. She recently
visited her first grandchild in
Phoenix and went on to Las Vegas
to spend time with her daughter.
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Bob (’87) and Connie Ruths,
Ankeny, Iowa, took their copy of
The Bridge on a tour of Germany,
Austria, Switzerland and
Liechtenstein. They enjoyed the
romantic Rhine River on the cruise
ship Bingen-Rudesheimer. The
couple boarded the ship in
Rudesheim, Germany, along with
19 others, and cruised for two
hours viewing the quaint and
charming walled towns, vineyards
and castles along the way. In the
background is one of the many
castles on the Rhine River.

Lynnette Rochford (’89), Oelwein,
Iowa, is excited to welcome her
daughter to the ranks of UIU
alumni. She is the 4th generation
of UIU graduates in their family,
graduating from the Des Moines
Center.

Joel Foster (’90), Pocahontas,
Iowa, recently accepted the posi-
tion of K-12 principal at Pomeroy-
Palmer Schools.

Daniel C. Smith (’92), Dahlonega,
Ga., graduated from Concord Law
School with the degree of Juris
Doctor on July 6, 2007.

Andrew Oberbreckling (’96),
Mechanicsville, Iowa, is a quality
engineer at Pindar Set, Inc. in
Cedar Rapids. In June he became
an American Society of Quality
certified quality auditor. In
September, Andrew and his wife,
Marcy, traveled to Hawaii for the
wedding of his college roommate,
Takashi Nakagome (’96). The
Oberbrecklings have one son,
Brighton. 

Jennifer (Hoover) Harper (’97),
Cedar Falls, Iowa, is an adjunct
instructor for public administra-
tion and human services classes
at the UIU Waterloo Center. After
completing her undergraduate
degree at the Des Moines Center,
she earned a master’s degree in
public administration from Drake
University. She took a position
with the Social Security
Administration in Waterloo in
2003. “There was a small ad in the
Waterloo paper for public adminis-
tration instructors at UIU
Waterloo, and I knew that I
wanted to give back to the
University what I received: a great
education with the small classes; I
liked the attention that was paid
to me as a student; from financial
aid, academic planning, coun-
seling and assistance in making
my application to graduate school.
I appreciate all I have been given
in my UIU education, and now I
hope I am giving that to my stu-
dents.” 

Althea “Alphonse” Clingman Lenz
(’97), Masonville, Iowa, took her
copy of The Bridge with her to the
annual gathering of UIU alumni at
the house of Frances Sherren
Woods. The group enjoys the
gatherings each year.

Todd (’98) and Rachel McKay,
Reedsburg, Wis., announce the
birth of their first child, Macy
Janet McKay, on Sept. 12, 2007.
Todd is currently the business
education teacher, yearbook
advisor and business chair at
Reedsburg Area High School. He
has been there for five years.

La Verne McCoy (’98), Milwaukee,
Wis., is a police sergeant with the
Milwaukee Police Department and
a senior master sergeant with the
440th Pope AB, U.S. Air Force
Reserves.  
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Daniel Scott Varnum (’99) Florala,
Ala., is the varsity girls basketball
and softball coach at Laurel Hill
High School, Laurel Hill, Fla. He
and his wife, Amanda, have four
children: Maddie Amanda, 6; Sadie
Elizabeth, 5; Cassie Danielle, 3;
and Hydie Scotlyn, 1. 

Heather Schellhorn (’99), Hiawatha,
Iowa, works in the sports care
department of Mercy Medical
Center. She currently serves as
the head athletic trainer at Marion
High School. She recently moved
back to Iowa from Texas after
receiving a second bachelor’s
degree at The University of Texas
at Arlington. While at UTA, she
worked with a minor league
hockey team, minor league base-
ball team and a traveling colle-
giate baseball league. This gave
way to an internship with the
Texas Rangers.

Kelly Glass Cox (’00) and Bryan
Cox, Cedar Park, Texas, are the
parents of daughter Kacie Grace
Cox, born July 14, 2007. Kelly
teaches third grade in the Leander
Independent Schools, and Bryan
is a sales representative for Field
Turf, Inc.  

Aimee McCann (’01), Cottage
Grove, Wis., was named budget
director at the University of
Wisconsin – Whitewater in
September. Previously, she had
been an analyst with the UW
system.

Jeremy King (’02), Beaman, Iowa,
had an article, “First Day of Work,”
published in The Iowa Sportsman
magazine. King worked for the
Iowa Department of Natural
Resources in a variety of capaci-
ties before being hired as a park
manager by the South Dakota
Game, Fish and Parks
Department. In 2004 he returned
to Iowa as a conservation officer
in Marshall and Grundy counties.

Derek Winker (’02), Glendale, Ariz.,
teaches fifth-grade math and
science. He is also the head 
football coach. He has entered a

doctorate program in educational
leadership and should be done in
three years. He also recently
bought a dog named Jose.

Odd jobs take Lamay around the world
Bill Lamay (’87) doesn’t stay in a job long, but those jobs have taken
him a long way.

“I find work that interests me and then move on after learning the
necessary fundamentals and boredom sets in,” Lamay said. His
most recent job was as the operations and maintenance project
manager with Del-Jan International. His job entailed oversight of the
construction of the American embassy in Astana, Kazakhstan.
Lamay supervised the daily progress of construction, reviewed and
approved submittals, evaluated and negotiated contractor change
orders and requests for information before sending them on for
approval and reviewed payment requests from contractors.

Before Kazakhstan, Lamay was set to be the assistant O&M project
manager in Afghanistan, but the project went to another company.
He also worked as the civil engineer at the U.S. Army Command
Center in Qatar and
was electrical
supervisor for the
Department of the
Army in South
Korea.

In Saudi Arabia, he
worked as the
superintendent for
power generation
and distribution. He
was facilities main-
tenance specialist in
charge of mainte-
nance and the
motor pool in Sri Lanka. There he also served as the post occupa-
tional, safety and health officer. Lamay spent time as the project
manager for demolition, construction and installation of equipment
for the Department of State Security Worldwide Upgrade Program in
Central Africa Republic and was the utility manager in Turkey where
he oversaw base operations for electrical, power production, water
and waste water.

“In every assignment I thoroughly enjoyed working with the local
nationals,” Lamay said. “Treating them with respect and giving them
the opportunity to make decisions at the lowest level resulted in a
loyalty and work habits that made my job a piece of cake.”

When not overseas, Lamay calls Cape Coral, Fla., home. He credits
Upper Iowa’s External Degree Program with giving him the discipline
of researching for answers to help him have these exciting experi-
ences. “The External Degree Program provided me the flexibility of
earning a college degree while raising a family and working full time.”



Dear Alumni and Friends,

Upper Iowa University is on the threshold of greatness. As we move into a new
year I want to thank you for your past support of UIU. I also want to challenge you
to join us as we begin one of the most exciting times in our institution’s history.

New campuses will be opened in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, and Rockford, Ill., by
March. The residential campus in Fayette has hit a 30-year benchmark in
enrollment, and the best is yet to come.

All the growth is a positive and keeps your University upwardly mobile. That’s
where you can be a vital part of this thriving institution. As you make your
financial plans for the future you might think about including UIU. 

Recently we have focused our fundraising campaigns on scholarships, and that
is a very good opportunity to assist prospective students in continuing their
education. The Peacock Walk program, which was initiated by trustees Bob
(’89, ’00) and Betty Firth, is just one example of creative thinking to assist the
University in increasing the scholarship funding.

I urge you to become involved in your University and to be financially
committed to the future of UIU.

Have a great New Year, and come to campus and see us real soon.

Sincerely,
Gil Cloud
Interim Director of Alumni Relations and Advancement

PLEASE COMPLETE AND MAIL THIS FORM
Dear Friends at Upper Iowa University:
❑ Please send me (us) your free information 

on planned giving to UIU

❑ Please contact me (us) about a personal visit.

The best time to call me (us) is:_____________________

Name(s): ____________________________________

Address:_____________________________________

City:____________________ State:___ Zip:__________

Phone Number:________________________________

Mail form to:
Gil Cloud 
Interim Director of Alumni Relations and Advancement
Upper Iowa University
P. O. Box 1857
Fayette, IA 52142
Or call us at 800-553-4150 option 6/1 
or e-mail alumni@uiu.edu

THE “PROBLEM” WITH PLANNED GIVING
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Steven Hannemann (’03) Johnston,
Iowa, was recently promoted to
the branch auto claim manager
position in Des Moines with
American Family Insurance.
Hannemann has more than 28
years of claims experience and
has worked in both physical
damage and casualty. He is
working toward his master’s
degree in information systems. He
and his wife relocated to Iowa
with their two children.  

Jonathan Jones (’04), Omaha,
Neb., married Valerie Scherer on
June 18, 2005. They welcomed
Madison Nicole Jones on June 11,
2007. Jones is currently business
development manager for Otis
Elevator Company, a subsidiary of
United Technologies Corporation.
He has been with Otis since grad-
uation. 

Mark Beerends (’05), San Antonio,
Texas, teaches social studies at
Poteet ISD in Poteet, Texas.

Chris Matz (’05), Hilliard, Ohio, is
director of trust operations for
Sequent. Matz manages the activi-
ties of the trust, which includes allo-
cating disbursements to vendors,
completing committee reviews and
making trust investment decisions.
Additionally, Matz works as a liaison
between Sequent clients and insur-
ance carriers. Prior to joining
Sequent, he spent 12 years as
director of operations with a multi-
employer trust fund in Chicago.
Matz is a certified employee bene-
fits specialist and a licensed life and
health agent for the state of Ohio.
He expected to complete registered

employee benefit consultant certifi-
cation in December 2007.

Brandon (’06) and Becky (Jackson)
Bowling (’06), Folsom, Calif.,
recently moved west and live just
outside Sacramento. Brandon
works for a CBS company called
MaxPreps which provides cov-
erage to high school athletics
nationwide. He is also pursuing a
master’s degree in sports manage-
ment from the United States Sports
Academy. Becky works for
Mountain Land Rehabilitation, a
large rehab company. She works in
both inpatient and outpatient phys-
ical therapy settings and has con-
tinued her education pursuing a
physical therapist assistant degree.

Pam Dervan (’07), Albany, Ga., has
been named deputy director of the
Logistics Capabilities Center for the
Marine Corps Logistics Command.
Dervan has been a civil servant
with the organization for 27 years.
In her new role, she will analyze
and advise Marine Corps decision
makers on logistics issues.
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Facu l ty  and
Staf f  Notes

Dr. Alan Walker, UIU president, took his
copy of The Bridge to Deal’s Gap, Tenn., in
October 2007. Deal’s Gap, also known as the
Dragon’s Tail, is a destination for motorcy-
clists and sports car enthusiasts from around
the globe who come there to ride an 11-mile
stretch of road that features 318 turns. The
stretch of Highway 129 along the border of
Tennessee and North Carolina travels through
the Great Smoky Mountains. 

Dr. Nick Serra, associate professor of
English and chair of the division of liberal
arts on the Fayette campus, gave a keynote
presentation, “Subversive Invocations: The
Anti-Apotheosis of Yeats’ “Easter, 1916” at
the University of Sunderland’s Irish Studies
conference on Nov. 11. The conference is the
largest private conference of its kind in the
United Kingdom. 

Dr. Kata McCarville, assistant professor of
geosciences, spoke at Georgia College and
State University in Milledgeville, Ga., as part
of a weekly seminar series for the depart-
ment of biological and environmental sci-
ences. The title of the talk was “Diatremes
Are a Gull’s Best Friend: Avian Paleontology at
Fossil Lake, Oregon.” McCarville and fellow
avian paleontologist Dr. Bob Chandler are
collaborating on some new projects,
including a spatial database of bird fossil
data for North America and some fieldwork
in Idaho. One project includes studying the
skull of a Pleistocene “Terror Bird,” scientific
name Titanis walleri. These birds were 
flightless and about 7 feet tall. They 
originated in South America, and some of
these birds lived in the southern part of
North America during the Pleistocene Epoch.

Deena Serra, administrative assistant in
quality improvement, was elected to the
Fayette City Council. 

Dr. Doug McReynolds, Bissell Professor of
English, had an essay, “My Father Was Not a
Farmer,” accepted for publication in Denver
Magazine. McReynolds was also re-elected to the
Fayette City Council and serves as mayor pro tem.

Cindy Waters, assistant professor of educa-
tion, attended the Iowa Family and Consumer
Sciences Educators Conference in Ames July
30-31 where she presented a session titled
“Tots, Technology and Gadgets.” Waters was
also part of the team from the Iowa
Department of Education site visit to
Maharishi University of Management. The
team, comprised of teacher educators from
various universities and colleges in Iowa, 
evaluates the teacher education program
according to state standards and recommends
accreditation. Waters visited Aldine, Texas,
Independent School District on behalf of the
UIU Education Division. Aldine and UIU have
a partnership to send UIU students to Aldine
for their student teaching experiences. There
have been numerous student teachers there
since the partnership started six years ago.
Currently, there are two UIU students com-
pleting their student teaching experiences,
and four alumni working for the district.

Waters; Dr. Dawn Behan, associate 
professor of education; and Gina Kuker,
assistant professor of education, attended the
Our Kids Conference at Simpson College Aug.
1-3. This conference is part of the Iowa
Teacher Quality Enhancement Grant and 
particularly for teacher of English language
learners. 

Md. Manzoor Murshed, associate 
professor of management information
systems, attended the Harvard Summer
School from June 23 to Aug. 15, 2007.

Murshed took two courses related to 
graduate study of computer science. As a 
visiting student at Harvard, he also joined a
vibrant community of motivated students 
and distinguished faculty as he satisfied his
intellectual curiosity, earned academic credit
and explored Harvard University. Some part
of the cost of this program was paid by UIU’s
summer faculty stipend program. He said he
is very grateful to Upper Iowa University for
helping him to get these unique experiences.

Dr. Marché Fleming-Randle, an adjunct
faculty member at the Fort Riley Center, is the
assistant dean for the Fairmount College of
Liberal Arts and Sciences. She is the college
liaison for student services planning and 
implementation, encompassing undergraduate
recruitment activity, the enrollment process 
and matriculation to degree completion. She
consults with faculty and students on academic
issues, including administrative withdrawal,
assisting with the concurrent enrollment
program, coordinating the representation of the
college at admissions programs, representing
the college with Kansas community colleges 
and analyzing student data. Her research and
academic interests include mental health, 
substance abuse, child and youth programs,
educational leadership and diversity.

Greg Beatty, a faculty member in the
Online Program, just had his first poetry
chapbook, Phrases of the Moon, published.
It contains the poem “No Ruin Lunar City,”
which won the 2005 Rhysling Award for
speculative poetry. 

John Hanewall, a faculty member at the
Blackhawk Center, was inducted into the
Midwest Clown Association’s Clown Hall of
Fame in October. He and his wife, Luan, 
regularly transform in Luther and Lu-cee the
clowns and perform for groups in and
around Janesville, Wisconsin.

Randy Thomas, business instructor;
Stephan Kaftan, liberal arts instructor;
and Janelle Kimpston, education
instructor all from the Waterloo Center
received the Excellence in Teaching Awards
at the center’s senior banquet in May.
President Walker presented the awards.

Dex Westrum, English instructor at
Milwaukee, recently published short fiction
in Aethlon: The Journal of Sport Literature
and non-fiction in Minnesota Memories 7.



Special Note:
Mary (Moore) Kimball (’56) died July 4, 2007, at her home in
Fayette. Mary served the University for 50 years, recently retiring
as senior vice president for business services. More about Mary
will be included in our next issue.

Alumni and former students
Glenna (Perkins) Leamon (’33), July 6, 2007, Oelwein, Iowa
Mary (Pohle) Burke (’36), July 22, 2006, Littleton, Colo.
Kathryn (Ranney) Fick (’37), Sept. 15, 2007, Oelwein, Iowa
David E. Manning (’37), Aug. 4, 2002, Ellenwood, Ga.
Lois (Clinton) Fischthal (’38), June 6, 2007, Hendersonville, N.C.
Paul B. Zurbriggen (’38), July 21, 2007, Elgin, Iowa
Helen (Sandbach) Welch (’39), April 5, 2007, Holland, Pa.
Opal (Nefzger) Pixler (’41), Oct. 1, 2007, Oelwein, Iowa
Judson D. Patterson (’42), Aug. 26, 2006, Laguna Niguel, Calif.
Margaret (Petersen) Mason (’43), April 10, 2007, Redlands, Calif.
Wilma (Brockmeyer) Hinners (’44), April 5, 2007, Spring Valley, Minn.
Florence (Mealy) Lease (’47), Nov. 23, 2007, Sumner, Iowa
Robert M. Young (’49), March 12, 2007, Hemet, Calif.
William R. Bock (’50), Nov. 21, 2000, Waukegan Lake, Ill.
Norbert M. Knapp (’51), July 8, 2007, Aurora, Iowa
Henry L. Spaulding (’51), March 16, 2007, Lake Placid, Fla.
Robert C. Whittenbaugh (’57), April 4, 2007, Spotsylvania, Va.
Lawrence H. Cosselman (’58), Oct. 7, 2007, Muscatine, Iowa
Irma Herman (’58), Jan. 27, 2005, Marion, Iowa
Calvin C. Hickman (’60), Nov. 22, 2006, Humansville, Mo.
Mike Scott (’63), Oct. 5, 2007, Las Vegas, Nev.

Beatrice (Mahoney) Zoll (’64), Dec. 30, 2006, Ephrata, Pa.
Mabel (Kristiansen) Hackbart (’65), May 15, 2006, Osage, Iowa
Leta (Bartholomew) Riordan (’67), July 5, 2007, Westgate, Iowa
Larry A. Kossack (’68), May 12, 2004, Arlington, Ill.
Sylvia (Pottratz) Hegy (’69), May 6, 2007, Lansing, Iowa
Selma (Specht) Schlimmer (’69), Oct. 28, 2007, Hopkinton, Iowa
Pamela (Gaulke) Sparrgrove (’71), Nov. 16, 2007, Cedar Rapids, Iowa
Ron R. Weiford (’71), Aug. 10, 2007, Sumner, Iowa
Mary (Wiley) Wallace (’71), Aug. 30, 2007, Manchester, Iowa
George E. Willis (’76), March 8, 2007, Springfield, Va.
Dale C. Vsetecka (’77), July 27, 2007, Cresco, Iowa
Henry C. Carter (’78), Oct. 18, 2006, Lexington, Ky.
Tom S. Hatsukano (’78), April 26, 2005, Tacoma, Wash.
Toni Crouch (’87), Feb. 22, 2006, Dallas Center, Iowa
John M. McNamara (’93), April 17, 2006, Columbia, Mo.
Donna Jean Slade (’00), Sept. 5, 2006, Sunset Beach, N.C.
Michael J. Delaney (’04), Nov. 13, 2007, Milwaukee, Wis.

Todd W. Simonsen, former head football coach, June 6, 2007,
Caledonia, Wis.

Charlotte (Hillman) Wiltgen, former employee of UIU Physical
Plant, July 15, 2007, Maynard, Iowa

Have you tried myuiu?
Connect to UIU through our new

Web-based Portal
… View a list of current happenings at UIU
… Update your personal news
… Stay in touch with former classmates
… Check your giving history and donate online

Go to https://jw1.uiu.edu/ics and access valuable informa-
tion for alumni everywhere!  For secure login information,

please contact Matt Cowley at cowleym@uiu.edu or
563-425-5213. 

I n  Memor iam
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If you know of alumni, faculty, staff or friends who have
passed away and you would like to share this news with our
readers, please contact The Bridge. Death announcements
must be accompanied by a memorial service program or
newspaper obituary to be printed in this publication.
To make a contribution in memory of a classmate, friend or
relative, please send your gift to:

Upper Iowa University
Attn:  Sue Felder, Alumni Center
P.O. Box 1857
Fayette, IA  52142
Or call 1-800-553-4150, option 6

Ring…Ring…It’s UIU!
Our Winter Phonathon will be running
Sunday through Wednesday evenings
from January 20 through February 27.
You may receive a call from a student

requesting to update your alumni
records and to share the latest good
news at UIU. Consider making a gift
towards scholarships, the Peacock

Walk campaign, or another university
need that you feel strongly about. If we
miss you during our phonathon, please
contact Sue Felder at (563) 425-5235 

if you wish to make a contribution
towards scholarships or another 
university need of your choice.
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Hydration, Migration, Habitation:
A day in the life of the Team Peacock support crew

By Dr. Kata McCarville, assistant professor of geosciences and Blue Crew leader

For the past three years, 
UIU has participated in
RAGBRAI – the Des Moines

Register’s Annual Great Bicycle
Ride Across Iowa. Since 2005,
Team Peacock has raised more
than $120,000 in scholarship
funds for UIU students. But the
bike riders can’t do it alone.

Each year, a small but dedicated
group of individuals provide
support for Team Peacock as the
members pedal their way across
Iowa. The “lean, mean support
machine” takes care of the team’s
gear and supplies, letting them
focus on making the miles to raise
those scholarship dollars.

The Team Peacock support
mission is to carry out three
main tasks. Hydration is
absolutely number one – we
need to be sure to have ample
water and Gatorade ready and iced for the riders when they arrive in
camp in the afternoon and throughout the evening. And most riders
take one or two bottled drinks with them each morning. Migration is
the second major task. All the team gear needs to be loaded and the
vehicles need to be driven from one overnight town to the next.
Habitation is next on the priority list. The support crew sets up all of
the team’s tents, creating Camp Peacock each afternoon. 

The support team also provides motivation – there are no “tourists”
with Team Peacock, so any riders who decide not to ride for a day
are immediately conscripted onto the support team.

In 2005, the first year of Team Peacock’s participation in RAGBRAI, the
whole team of seven riders fit in one van. But as the size of Team
Peacock has grown, the need for support of the team has grown, too.
The 2006 team included about 18 riders, and the 2007 team included
about 24 riders. This group is too large to stay in most homes, but we
still depend on our alumni and friends in the overnight towns. Just after
the RAGBRAI route is announced in January, phones will start ringing in
the overnight towns. We hope you’ll answer the call – it might be Team
Peacock looking for an overnight “perch.” In each overnight town, a
volunteer host is identified. The team camps on the lawn (or sometimes
in the barn), and usually is allowed use of toilet and shower facilities in
the host home. Some hosts persuade a neighbor or two to help.

The day begins early as the riders get up, strike their tents and pack up
their overnight gear. They bring these to a designated spot near the

truck, and the team begins
packing. Tents are kept separate.
As the last rider leaves camp, the
support team walks the grounds
looking for lost items and policing
up any trash. The last items
loaded are the ice chests – we
travel with six or more ice chests.

As we move from town to town,
the caravan of vehicles is usually
led by our rental truck. A
number of vans follow along
behind, each with a support
team driver. Occasionally, a rider
or two will join the team for a
day – their personal cars may
need to be shuttled, as well.

The support vehicles follow a
specific route, separate from the
bike route – this is done to help
reduce congestion and promote
safety. The downside of the
separate route is that we miss

many of the yummy food vendors along the bike route. But after we
are under way, the support team’s first mission is to find food. At
breakfast, the support team goes over the day’s route and any
unusual features of the upcoming day or host location.  

Fuel for the vehicles is the next priority, along with ice. We generally
purchase about 80-100 pounds of ice at a time. Sodexho, Upper
Iowa’s food service provider, has donated bottled water and Gatorade
for the team, and we restock and ice down the drinks. On warmer
days we sometimes need to add ice to the ice chests again later in the
day. We may also buy bananas or other items requested by riders.

Then we high-tail it for the host location in the overnight town. Pulling
up to the house, we consult with the hosts about parking, camping,
and access to restrooms, laundry and other facilities. In a flurry of
activity, the tents are unloaded and set up. At some locations, we set up
a solar shower and fill the water bags to warm in the sun. Ice chests
are unloaded and placed in a shady spot, if possible. The “Peacocks
Charge” power strips are installed, for rider phones and iPods. The
laundry basket is set out to collect stinky jerseys and bike shorts.

As the evening goes on, the support team checks and restocks ice chests
for the morning. The laundry is done. Riders come by, looking for lost-
and-found items or first aid supplies. Some of the support team members
sleep in or near the truck and other vehicles to ensure security. 

And the next morning, it starts all over again!

Members of Team Peacock’s support crew were, front from
left, Betty Firth, UIU trustee; Beth Petsche, graphics
manager for UIU; Dr. Kata McCarville, assistant professor of
geosciences. In back are Bob Firth (’89, ’00) UIU trustee;
Bob Lange (’63); Stu Dunkel (’64); Pam Whitmore (’65);
Carl Petsche, Beth’s husband; Joe Moses (’97), develop-
ment officer and special programs coordinator for the UIU
alumni office; and Fred Koch, Pam’s husband.
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The post office charges Upper Iowa University 70 cents for each change of address returned to us. You can help us
eliminate unnecessary expenses by informing us of your new address before you move. Parents, if your son or
daughter no longer maintains a permanent address at home, please notify the UIU Alumni Center of the correct mailing
address. Call 1-800-553-4150 x 6, or e-mail alumni@uiu.edu. THANK YOU!

Pat Breden, the great-great-granddaughter of UIU’s founders Elizabeth and Robert Alexander, traveled from her home in Wisconsin 
to serve as grand marshal of the Homecoming parade. Breden was very excited about the opportunity to celebrate her 
ancestors’ legacy. She brought several members of her family, including her husband, children and grandchildren.


