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t In the short term, and the long…
During my interview with the search committee, I was informed the 
committee was seeking an academic president, and asked how I saw  
myself in that capacity. 

I reflected briefly, and informed the committee that I had taught and 
trained people my entire career. I had full-time faculty status for seven years 
at both Appalachian State University and the University of Tennessee at 
Martin. I was a Department Chair at UT Martin for four years and served 
on numerous academic committees and initiatives, and I have a chapter 
published in the Harvard Education Press book titled, “AP – A Critical 
Examination of the Advanced Placement Program.”  Bottom line, I hoped my rèsumè reflected enough 
teaching, scholarship and service to fulfill what the search committee was seeking in an academic 
president. 

However, as a current employee at Upper Iowa University, I then informed the committee what  
I was looking for in the next President for Upper Iowa University:
 
•	 Someone	who	places	the	University	first	before	himself	or	herself	(institution	first)
•	 Someone	who	truly	cares	about	people	as	demonstrated	by	his	or	her	actions	(people	always)
•	 Someone	who	leads	by	example
•	 Someone	who	displays	a	tremendous	amount	of	integrity
•	 Someone	who	can	be	trusted,	and	is	transparent	through	his	or	her	leadership	and	actions

Now that I have been entrusted with the responsibility of leading Upper Iowa University, I believe 
the most important task is to establish true transparency and trust. To do that, we need to involve all 
University stakeholders at every level and in every area, internally and externally. Students, faculty, 
staff, alumni, our communities around the globe and all those employers who are seeking our talented 
graduates to meet their needs have a voice in what this University becomes – and in our future success.  

In this issue of The Bridge, you will read about some of the great things being done by our Peacock 
family! We have alumni who have made a tremendous difference in their communities, and we have 
students and faculty working around the world to make significant improvements through service 
projects. I firmly believe we should pay our successes forward, and by investing in our people and our 
students during their time with us, we will continue to “pay it forward” in the lives of others. And we will 
continue to positively impact generations far beyond our own.

We will also continue to be successful as a team. Through the teamwork of our faculty and staff, we will 
ensure outstanding academic quality, student services, growth and fiscal viability. You will witness an 
institution-wide commitment to inclusiveness and transparency through shared governance. You will 
also see us making progress toward a vision where UIU will become the institution of choice because 
of our academic quality, outstanding services and the way we take care of people! Word spreads quickly 
when people know you’re doing GREAT things for the WORLD!  

GO PEACOCKS!

William R. Duffy II, Ed.D., Ed. S.
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This article is the first of a two-part series about the 21st president of Upper Iowa 
University, William R. Duffy II, Ed.D., Ed.S. This issue will introduce Bill and his 
wife, Sharon; and the next issue of The Bridge will showcase his inauguration.

When Bill met Sharon for the first time in the Officers’ Club 
at fort Benning, Ga., he wouldn’t talk to her because he was 
too nervous. Instead, he flirted with her girlfriend. Before the 
evening came to an end, Sharon asked the nervous young man 
why he was ignoring her. The question reassured Bill that it was 
all right to approach Sharon, and he talked with her the rest of 
the night. They ended up having a romantic evening breakfast at 
Denny’s and have been together ever since.

Together, of course, is a relative term when you’re a West Point 
graduate launching your military career. 

Back then, Bill was in airborne school at fort Benning, his 
first military assignment, and would live a life moving from 
military station to station. One of eight children, Bill was born 
in Rockville Centre, N.Y., with three older sisters and four 
younger brothers. His father was a Marine machine gunner who 
fought in Peleliu and Okinawa during World War II, and was 
then briefly an Air force officer, before landing a career as a civil 
engineer with tactical air command at Langley Air force Base.

“My father was very disciplined, and instilled in all of us a 
strong work ethic, values, teamwork and a commitment to 
serving our country,” Bill said. “His impact is evident. Our 
family made history by being the first to have four brothers at 
any	U.S.	military	academy	(West	Point)	at	the	same	time;	three	
of us were in the same class. Our mother was very patient, 
calming and incredibly talented. She never had a formal music 
education;	but	even	today,	at	age	87,	she	can	sit	at	the	piano	and	
play any tune she hears. She was a nurse’s aide, and both our 
parents always emphasized the importance of an education.”

Sharon’s life had been different. One of five children, she was 
born and raised in LaGrange, Ga., and comes from a family of 
textile mill workers. “We lived on a small farm, in a very rural 
community, with very low income. We learned to appreciate the 

small things in life. My mom only went to school through the 
eighth grade, and we depended on our family, our values and an 
excellent work ethic,” Sharon recalled. 

Taking care of family and people has always been Sharon’s 
priority. Even though she excelled in high school, she chose 
not to attend college and decided to enter the workforce at the 
local hospital. Sharon adds, “I’ve had to overcome some tough 
challenges in life, but I’ve always tried to remain positive and do 
the best I can. I try to see the best in everyone, and believe we all 
have something good to offer in life.”

After West Point, Bill went to fort Benning. for military 
training, which included the officer’s basic and advanced 
courses, airborne training and pathfinder training, where he 
received the coveted expert infantry badge and expert weapons 
qualifications. During his initial assignment to fort Benning, 
Bill and Sharon were married at the fort Benning chapel in 
1980, while he was an executive officer with the airborne school. 
While in the military, Bill deployed throughout the Pacific Rim 
(Thailand,	Singapore,	Korea,	Samoa,	the	Philippines),	and	he	
served in numerous leadership levels while he was stationed in 
Hawaii, Haiti, Kansas, North Carolina and Tennessee. 

As a military wife, Sharon found it challenging to launch a 
career because of the constant moves, so she tried her hand 
at sales and marketing “…because I could take my business 
everywhere I went. I began at the lowest level working as a 
sales representative, and was promoted up to executive director 

“My father was very disciplined, 
and instilled in all of us a strong 
work ethic, values, teamwork 
and a commitment to serving 
our country.”

The Duffys:  Committed to nation,  
family, teamwork, service and each other



ultimately responsible for the training, staff development and 
motivation for employees throughout the country. I became 
one of the top sales leaders in the company and the number one 
recruiter in the nation,” Sharon said. 

Sharon also has worked closely with the military family 
Support	Group	(FSG),	which	supports	each	other	when	spouses	
are deployed. Sharon said, “It’s actually very similar to the TV 
hit, ‘Army Wives.’ We have always been grateful for the fSG 
organization, and the support provided to military and their 
families over the years. We understand all the hardships a 
military	life	has	on	families;	however,	it	has	also	given	us	the	
opportunity to establish lifelong friendships around the world,” 
Sharon added.

Bill and Sharon have two daughters, Kimberly Dawn and 
Maryann Elizabeth, who are an important focus of their lives. 
Today, the daughters live in Tennessee and florida, and Bill and 
Sharon save up vacation time to be with them and their five 
grandchildren. Bill notes that he chose his military assignments 
by location, whenever possible, to be somewhere his family 
would enjoy. “My fondest memory is traveling between 
assignments, and driving across country exposing our children 
to different cultures and parts of the world,” Bill said. “We 
always wanted our children to see the world, be aware of those 
less fortunate, and look at ways to make a positive difference in 
the lives of others.”

“It is very challenging for children to adapt, and very difficult 
to justify to them why they have to leave another school, 
another group of friends. When they reflect back, there is 
something about military children. They are more adaptable, 

more confident and more able to handle unfamiliar situations.” 
Sharon reflected. “As adults, they’ve traveled as much as we 
have, and one of them is married to a military man. Our 
children have seen the world and are so grateful to have 
experienced life through the military.”

During his military career, Bill had two assignments stationed 
at universities: Appalachian State University in Boone, 
N.C., where he was assigned to the ROTC program, and 
the University of Tennessee, Martin, where he not only was 
assigned to the ROTC program but became executive director 
for extended campus and continuing education.

“Right after I arrived at UT-Martin, I was informed we 
were there to close up the ROTC program,” Bill said. “That 
bothered me. I knew we could turn the program around by 
working closely with the academic departments and university 
administration. fortunately, the Chancellor supported our 
team, and eventually, she met in D.C. with the Assistant 
Secretary of the Army. As a result, the UT-Martin ROTC 
program was one of only three removed from the ‘closure list’ of 
50 in 1996. We involved faculty, staff, alumni, communities, and 
it was an incredible success story of teamwork and overcoming 
tremendous odds,” said Bill. 

Based on Bill’s successes as the department chair, and his work 
with faculty, staff and alumni, the University asked him to also 
serve	as	the	executive	director	for	continuing	education	(credit	
and	noncredit)	while	he	was	still	the	ROTC	department	chair.	
Bill agreed to do the work, but refused any additional pay 
since he did not want any perceived conflict of interest while 
he served his active duty role. While serving as the executive 
director of extended campus, Bill became involved in grant 
writing and start-up centers. “He even started and coached a 
high school girls’ varsity soccer team and began working on his 
doctorate!” Sharon added. 
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Bill officially retired from the Army as a lieutenant colonel 
in	1998,	after	20	years	of	active	duty	service;	but	he	stayed	at	
UT-Martin for another 10 years. “I guess they liked the results 
of our teamwork, and I loved working in the higher education 
environment. It was a perfect fit for me to move from serving 
my country to serving our communities in meeting educational 
needs,” Bill explained.

In 1999, Bill’s team established the university’s first dual 
credit program, which became the largest university dual 
credit program in Tennessee. He also established four off-
campus centers. As a full-time professor of military science 
at Appalachian State, he continued as a full-time faculty 
member at UT-Martin for a total of eight years. He was also 
very involved with the Tennessee Association of Continuing 
Education, and served as its president.

In addition, Bill has lived the life of a “lifelong” learner and 
easily relates to the adult learners at Upper Iowa University. 
He spent 16 years as an adult learner pursuing and earning his 
master’s and education specialist degrees in higher education 
administration at Appalachian State University, and his 
education doctorate in higher and adult education at the 
University of Memphis. 

“After I arrived in Tennessee, I started my doctoral program. 
I had to drive two-and-a-half hours to Memphis to attend 
class, and I was also coaching my daughter’s soccer team,” Bill 
said. “She was the first girl to play ball on a boys’ team, and 
then I started a girls’ team. We eventually moved from Martin, 
Tenn., to Jackson, Tenn., so that I could work more closely 
with our UT centers throughout West Tennessee. At that time, 

I started up both a girls’ and a boys’ high school varsity soccer 
team. As I reflect back, I’m not sure how I was able to juggle 
work, schooling, coaching and family life, but somehow we 
managed…and for that, I have to thank Sharon for ensuring the 
stability,” Bill confessed. 

All the while, Bill was working on his doctoral thesis, a seven-
year longitudinal research on advanced placement and dual 
enrollment programs, which is cited in the Harvard Education 
Press book, AP: A Critical Examination of the Advanced 
Placement Program.

At home, Sharon was balancing her work with raising her 
daughters and making sure they received an education. “Bill was 
gone a lot. When he was in Haiti, I did not see him for months, 
and that was difficult, not just for me but for raising a family,” 
Sharon said. “When you don’t have that support at home from a 
spouse, it’s important to be home with your children and to have 
the support of close-knit military wives. It gave us the flexibility 
to have two working parents. I could have the girls involved in 
intramurals and all the other opportunities for children their 
age because the other wives helped me. Since I didn’t have many 
of these opportunities and didn’t have an education, it was very 
important to me that they had every opportunity.”  

“My whole life has been about teaching, training and coaching, 
and I also appreciate research and am committed to fulfilling 
service requirements,” Bill added. “If I have any regrets, it’s that I 
could have backed off a little and spent more time with family.”

By 2008, Bill was maxing out on the deadline to complete his 
doctoral dissertation, so he stepped down from both coaching 
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and UT-Martin to finish his 
research. “Sharon was concerned 
about how we’d survive if I wasn’t 
working, but I wasn’t worried,” 
Bill said. “It was something I had 
to do, and I knew we’d be OK.”

That July, a search firm 
representing Upper Iowa 
University called asking 
if he was interested in an 
opportunity. He also was 
approached by another 
institution in East Tennessee 
that he had actually accepted.

“I wasn’t sure about Upper Iowa,” Bill said. “While traveling to 
a consulting job in Georgia, I decided to visit with the search 
firm in Atlanta for an interview about the UIU job opportunity. 
I was intrigued by Upper Iowa University’s history, relationship 
with the military and its global locations. I saw a residential 
university, and an extended university, and an international 
campus, military locations, independent study, and tremendous 
diversity and flexibility – all the things I believed we needed at 
my previous institution. I loved the incredible history of this 
university in fayette, its connections to the Civil War, and its 
commitment to meet educational needs globally. I’d been very 
involved in my own life as an adult learner, and I could relate to 
everything about this institution.”

After discussing the UIU opportunity with the search firm, Bill 
decided it was the right fit for him, and the right challenge, so 
he declined the previous offer. “I had a seven-hour drive back to 
think about both the UIU opportunity and the other job. I got 

home	at	3	a.m.	and	told	Sharon,	‘I’m	going	to	apply	for	that	UIU	
opportunity in fayette, Iowa – it’s what I REALLY want to do,” 
Bill said. Bill applied, and was offered and accepted the job as 
UIU’s senior vice president for Academic Extension. 

Once again, Sharon found herself initially separated from Bill. 
The couple had taken on responsibility for two Korean students 
who were living with them, so Sharon stayed behind for two 
years while Bill relocated to fayette.

“It was just like being deployed. We’d meet in St. Louis,” Bill 
laughed. “Sharon made the biggest sacrifice to ensure the 
transition worked for the entire family.”

“I wasn’t sure how I felt about this place at first. I’d never lived 
anywhere quite this small,” Sharon remembered. “But I fell 
in love with the people in the town and the University. You 
really get to know people in a smaller community and build 
relationships. I love it here. I love this University. I see it’s 
living up to its potential, and I’m happy to be here. I want to do 
anything I can to be of help.”

Bill and Sharon see their future roles as helping to build 
relationships among the University and its local communities. 
“There are individuals all over the world who want to be in 
fayette or who want to be part of this University. They just 
don’t know it yet,” Bill said. “We’ll spread the word and let 
others spread the word. We are in a very wonderful profession 
in higher education. We change lives. We change families for 
generations far beyond our own, and we’ll never fully realize the 
lives we have impacted. I am very positive and excited about the 
future for Upper Iowa University. We have an outstanding team 
of faculty, staff and alumni, and we will continue to do great 
things for the world!”

It’s been less than a year since Upper Iowa University launched 
the graduate-level course, EDU555, but the offering has become 
almost as large a success for UIU as the Daily 5® program is for its 
creators. On the opening day of each UIU term when registration 
opens for the next set of EDU555 courses, registration usually 
closes within five minutes because the sections are full.

Daily 5 and Literacy CAfE® were created by a pair of siblings 
who have become known as the “2 Sisters.” Daily 5 is a literacy 
structure that builds student independence by developing the 
daily habits of reading and writing, while providing teachers 
an opportunity to meet with the whole group, small group and 
individual students. CAfE is an acronym for comprehension, 
accuracy, fluency and expanding vocabulary. It was developed 
as a guide and system to focus instruction, help students set 
reading and behavior goals, and monitor student progress. 

EDU555 provides a foundational understanding of both 
programs. Emphasis is placed on research-based practices in 
literacy instruction along with materials, methods and skills 
used to teach students reading in grades K-8. Components 
examined include: classroom design, brain research, motivation 
in teaching and learning, developing independence, organizing 
student data, brief and detailed focused lessons, differentiation 
in the literacy classroom, moving from assessment to 
instruction, and monitoring student progress. This course 
provides educators with the knowledge and skills to successfully 
implement both programs in their own classrooms. 

UIU was selected in fall 2012 to offer the only course licensed by 
the 2 Sisters, Gail Boushey and Joan Moser. 

Allison Behne, UIU assistant professor of education at the Des 
Moines Center, is the only instructor approved by the sisters to 
teach the course, which is offered by the UIU Andres School of 
Education.

“I started using the Daily 5 in my kindergarten classroom in 
2007,”	Behne	said.	“I	was	amazed	at	the	impact	it	had	on	my	
students’ behavior and academic success, and wanted to study it 
more. After attending the 2 Sisters’ conferences, I emailed them 
to share some of my ideas. In fall of 2009, this led to a job offer 
to write for them on their website. My first piece with them was 
the	Parent	Pipeline	(a	guide	to	assist	parents	in	helping	their	
children	with	literacy	strategies	at	home).	I	have	continued	to	
work with them, developing lit lessons, strategy support guides, 
focus lessons and aligning their CAfE menu to the Common 
Core State Standards.”

“In fall 2011, when I was hired at Upper Iowa, the sisters asked 
if UIU would be interested in partnering with them to offer a 
course for teachers who want to learn more. At that time, many 
institutions and education agencies around the United States 
were offering courses in Daily 5 and CAfE, and the sisters felt 
there was no way for them to assess for quality. The sisters did 
not want the integrity of their program compromised but knew 
there had to be a solution to provide the extra professional 
development that teachers needed,” Behne said. “Through their 
relationship with me as a member of the sisters’ team, they knew 
that UIU would work with them to assure the course would 
provide the rigor and relevance necessary to uphold the integrity 
of their ideas.” 

UIU began teaching one section of EDU555 in Term 2 of 2012 
and is now offering three or four sections each eight-week term. 
Each	section	is	limited	to	20	students.	To	date,	300	teachers	have	
completed EDU555. 

“Next year, we are hoping to reach 500,” Behne said, adding that 
UIU will also offer a credit option to teachers who complete live 
workshops taught by the sisters. 

for more information on the course, visit the UIU website 
at	www.uiu.edu/daily5cafe	or	call	800-553-4150.	For	more	
information about the Daily 5 and CAfE programs, visit the  
2 Sisters’ website at www.thedailycafe.com.

It’s standing room only for new online course, EDU555

UIU representatives and the 2 Sisters, Gail Boushey and Joan Moser, celebrated their successful partnership in 
creating the EDU555 course to teach the principles and techniques of Daily 5 and CAFE.  The University presented 
the sisters, who created the literacy programs, with a handcrafted UIU quilt.  From left are Boushey, Allison 
Behne, UIU assistant professor of education and EDU555 instructor; Janet Kehe, professor of education; Gail 
Moorman Behrens, dean, Andres School of Education; William R. Duffy II, UIU president; Andrew Wenthe, vice 
president for external affairs; and Moser.
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Online programs for veterans ranked among the best 
Online undergraduate and master’s in business administration (MBA) programs at Upper 
Iowa University made the list of 2013 Best Online Programs for Veterans, ranked by U.S. 
News & World Report. The UIU Online Bachelor’s Program is ranked 15th; the UIU online MBA 
program, 27th. To be considered for the best online programs for veterans, colleges had to be 
numerically ranked among best online education programs by U.S. News in January 2013. 
This is the first time the publication has specifically ranked online programs for veterans.

Reaccredited RN-BSN program heads online
The Commission on Collegiate Nursing Education awarded Upper Iowa University with full 
reaccreditation for the UIU bachelor of science in nursing program, which is available for 
registered nurses. The final accreditation was approved by the CCNE 13-member Board 
of Commissioners, and is based on consistency of academic quality and effectiveness in 
educational practices. The reaccreditation is set to expire June 30, 2023.

Other important news for the program is its entry into the online world.  The RN-BSN 
program at UIU, which had been available only on campus and at a few select educational 
centers, kicked off its online program this fall.

$50,000 grant will expand multiuse trail
In a joint effort with the city of Fayette and the Volga River State Recreation Area, 
Upper Iowa University was awarded a $50,000 grant from the Iowa Department of 
Transportation’s Regional Transportation Alternative Program (TAP). This grant will help 
fund a 2.5 mile expansion and bridge construction to connect Fayette’s 2.8-mile trail system 
from the Fayette Sports Complex with the Iowa Department of Natural Resources’ Volga 
River State Recreation Area.

The city of Fayette offers 2.8 miles of recreational trails that survey the unique landscapes 
of northeast Iowa, including bluffs that rise above the Volga River and wooded areas 
that provide numerous scenic attractions such as diverse plants and wildlife. With the 
expansion, the trail’s scenic attractions will make available to the public views of more than 
150 acres of restored native prairie, a native prairie remnant called Sedge Meadow, and 
acres of hardwood forest with deer, birds and other wildlife.

116 receive honors and awards
During the 28th annual Honors and Awards Recognition Banquet, UIU awarded 116 
scholarships to students. Of those, 111 scholarships went to students attending classes in 
Fayette, and15 were awarded to students who take courses through other UIU locations. 
Recipients were selected by the UIU Honors and Awards Committee and the University 
academic divisions.  A list is available online at www.uiu.edu/honors/2013.html.

Students present research at Iowa Academy of Science
Six Upper Iowa University students presented at the Iowa Academy of Science annual 
meeting in Indianola, Iowa. Undergraduate research at Upper Iowa University allows 
students to apply their scientific knowledge to an area of interest, while gaining relevant 
employment skills. Those presenting included: Jake Sieverding from Bellevue, Iowa; Katie 
Steffen from Sumner, Iowa; Daniel Figdore from West Union, Iowa; John Lee from Oelwein, 
Iowa; Jake Newman from Fayette, Iowa; and Shaun Eberhart from Charlotte, Iowa.

Three honored in oratorical contest
Upper Iowa University hosted its second annual oratorical competition in spring 2013. 
Earning first place in the oral presentation contest was Adriana Chase from Lansing, Iowa. 
Paul Dupeyrat from Meyreuil, France, placed second, while UIU Madison Center student 
Kristen Schneider from Reeseville, Wis., was third.  To compete, students prepared an 
abstract and presentation on the topic of prevention, research and/or education in one of 
three areas – sexual misconduct, domestic violence or abusive relationships.

Eight named to Honor Society
Eight Upper Iowa University students were inducted into the Alpha Chi Honor Society, 
one of two major Association of College Honor Societies (ACHS) based on scholarly 
achievement of college juniors and seniors from all fields.  They are: Chelsea Bearbower, 
Jesup, Iowa; Matthew Corbitt, Helensvale, Australia; Amanda Jellings, Fayette, Iowa; Evan 
Knowlton, Sioux City, Iowa; Heather Lewis, Delhi, Iowa; Adrienna Olson, St. Olaf, Iowa; 
Branden Owen, Acton, Calif.; and Samuel Vivas Imparato, Valencia, Venezuela

Phi Beta Lambda takes honors for 7th consecutive year
For seven years running, the UIU Phi Beta Lambda (PBL) chapter representing the University 
has taken home the highest honor from the annual State PBL Leadership Conference 
-- the prestigious Lloyd V. Douglas Outstanding Chapter Award. PBL is the college division 
of Future Business Leaders of America. UIU also earned first-place in the “Local Chapter 
Annual Business” report competition, for a report authored primarily by Kelsey Woodke,  
a sophomore marketing and management double major from Salem, Wis. Upper Iowa 
also earned first in the conference sponsorship competition garnering $1,210, which 

UIU NEWs BrIEFs

Spring was a long time coming, so Upper Iowa University students in Fayette took 
to the street to celebrate the end of the 2012-13 academic year with the Nearly 
Naked Mile. Students ran in layers of clothing from Peacock Plaza to the practice 
football field, shedding clothing along the route. The cast-off clothes were collected 
and donated to charity. At the end of the run, students, now mostly in white, ran 
a gauntlet of dye-filled balloons and joined in a barbecue. More photos on Flickr 
(flickr.com/photos/upperiowauniversity/sets/72157633451619270).

More information about these headline stories and others can be found online at www.uiu.edu. Additional photos can be viewed on Flickr.com.
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was more than twice the second place amount; and took home third place in the largest 
chapter membership and largest percentage increase in chapter membership competitions. A 
complete list of awards is available online.

Enactus tapped as ‘Rookie of the Year’
The UIU Enactus group almost didn’t go to regionals this year. Formed just a little over 
three months before the competition, the brand-new UIU organization was considered too 
young by Enactus’ standards to showcase its projects and achieve results.  The UIU team not 
only attended but took home the title, “Rookie of the Year” and was first runner-up in the 
competition. The core team of Samuel Vivas Imparato from Valencia, Venezuela; Rosangel 
Espinoza from Lecheria, Venezuela; Adrian Sanchez from LaVictoria, Venezuela; Deepa 
Wai May Sukumaran from Selangor, Malaysia; and Paul Dupeyrat from Meyreuil, France, 
memorized the 17-minute presentation about their UIU initiatives, which they gave in front 
of a 15-judge panel composed of executive members of the organization’s Fortune 500 

sponsors. An international organization, Enactus strives to bring together student, academic 
and business leaders who are committed to using the power of entrepreneurial action to 
improve the quality of life and standard of living for people in need. 

UIU students win conference with autism poster
Four Upper Iowa University psychology majors, who presented research related to autism and 
its perception around the world, captured first place in the poster division at the 25th Great 
Plains Conference held at Creighton University. Olivia Schnur from Charlotte, N.C., Adriana Chase 
from Lansing, Iowa, Heather Lewis from Delhi, Iowa, and Ain Suraya Mior Azri from Selangor, 
Malaysia, researched the differences in prevalence and treatment of autism in the United States 
to the perception of the developmental disorder in various cultures around the world.

See related story about seven student groups receiving Iowa Governor’s Volunteer Awards 
on page 29.
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Bridge readers will see a new symbol in several places of 
this issue of The Bridge. The smartphone icon* tells you that 
you can access a brief video for more information about the 
subject by using an Aurasma application, downloadable to 
your smartphone. follow the directions at right to enable 
your phone to access the videos.

Utilizing this technology was made possible by Heartlanding 
Information	Technology	Services	Center	(HITSC).	
Heartlanding is a not-for-profit information technology 
services and consulting firm connected to Upper Iowa 
University. UIU established Heartlanding with a $99,000 
Rural Business Enterprise Grant from the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture in 2009.

Primarily student operated, Heartlanding provides IT 
services to the area, while promoting experiential learning 
for Upper Iowa students pursuing a variety of majors. 
Services include web development, information technology 
training, PC repair and maintenance, social media 
implementation	and	management,	and	360-degree	virtual	
tours.

For	more	information,	contact	563-425-5955	or	
heartlandinguiu@gmail.com. Or visit heartlandinguiu.org.

Augment your reality: Download the Aurasma app  
to add new dimension to your Bridge

Download the latest Aurasma app from the App 
Store or Google Play on your smartphone or tablet 
devices, and subscribe to our channel by following 

us at – Upper Iowa University:  
      http://auras.ma/s/sCKNO  
(Access the link only through your device)

  

 

Now you are ready to view your first Aurasma! Just hover over the designated Aurasma- 
inspired image and enjoy. Try the image below: 

*smartphone icon

For manual subscription, follow these steps: 
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Inauguration and Homecoming to co-star October 9-12

It’s going to be four days of 
celebration at Upper Iowa 

University October 9-12 when 
inauguration and Homecoming 
2013	share	the	stage.

“We always have a great turnout 
for Homecoming, and we’re 

expecting to have a full house as 
alumni and friends from around 

the world come back to campus to be part of history as we 
inaugurate Bill Duffy as our 21st president,” said Andrew 
Wenthe, UIU vice president for external affairs.

William R. Duffy II, Ed.D., Ed. S. selected the theme “Changing 
Lives One Student at a Time – UIU first, People Always” for 
the inauguration. Dr. Duffy was named the 21st President by 
the UIU Board of Trustees in May. The inauguration kicks off 
with a community reception on Wednesday, October 9 from  
4 to 8 p.m. at the fayette Opera House.

Thursday, October 10, Dr. Duffy and 
his first Lady Sharon Duffy will join 
members of the Board to celebrate with 
UIU students during lunch and then be 
the honored guests at the President’s 
Society Inaugural Ball from 6 p.m. to 
midnight.  Reservations may be made 
online for the gala in the UIU Student 
Center ballroom.

The official inauguration and 
investiture ceremony will be on 
Friday,	October	11,	at	10:30	a.m.	on	
the field at Harms-Eischeid Stadium, 
followed by a lunch. All are welcome. 
In case of inclement weather, the 
ceremony will be moved to Dorman 
Gymnasium, with lunch to follow 
in the Student Center.  The lunch 
will also offer a time to honor the 
alumni classes being celebrated 
this year at Homecoming – the 
classes	of	’43,	’53,	’63,	’73	and	
’88 and to celebrate the 40th 
anniversary of the self-paced 
degree program, formerly known 
as independent study.  

Alumni and friends are invited to play golf on friday afternoon 
from 1 to 5 p.m. at Big Rock Country Club and to attend the 
Science and Math Student Research Project Showcase in the 
Student	Center	from	1	to	2:30	p.m.		

friday evening will feature the Athletic Hall of fame Banquet, 
which	will	honor	five	Peacock	athletes.	(See	story	on	page	32.)	
The evening will close with the Homecoming bonfire and the 
crowning of the Homecoming King and Queen.

On Saturday, October 12, the annual Homecoming Parade will 
begin its march down fayette’s Main Street at 10 a.m. New this 
year, the annual Alumni Awards will be presented during an 
Alumni	Luncheon,	from	11:30	a.m.	to	1:30	p.m.	Saturday,	in	
the Student Center Ballroom.  

Afternoon activities include the rededication of the flag 
carried by the University Recruits, Company C, 12th Iowa 
Volunteer Infantry, from the fayette campus to Shiloh and 
throughout the American Civil War. The ceremony begins at 
2 p.m. Saturday in the Henderson-Wilder Library, followed by 

a	reception	at	2:30	p.m.	Across	campus	
in the Bing-Davis Art 
Gallery in the Edgar 
fine Arts Building will 
be another reception at 
2:30	p.m.	for	alumnus,	
Dano Grayson ’10, 
who is exhibiting 
his photographs 
from the Amazon 
rainforest and other 
nature photography 
assignments.

A tailgate party begins at 
the	field	at	3	p.m.,	prior	to	
the Peacocks’ Homecoming 
game against Concordia 
University, St. Paul, which 
kicks off at 6 p.m. 

More information is  
available online at  
uiu.edu/inauguration and  
uiu.edu/homecoming.

In the debut publication Volga River Review, the Department of Language, 
Literature and Communication of Upper Iowa University’s School of Liberal 
Arts unites the voices of the Upper Iowa community by featuring the literary 
works of alumni, students, faculty and staff.

A launch party and special reading were conducted in May to herald this 
new literary work. The magazine was created as a project-based learning 
experience where students in the creative writing program edited, published 
and publicized the journal. 

“The community of writers at Upper Iowa has the satisfaction of sharing 
their work and seeing it in print, and the larger community can enjoy reading 
their creative work,” said Dr. Adrianne finlay, UIU assistant professor of 
English and advisor for the project. “It has been incredibly rewarding for me 
to work with students on this project, and their energy and enthusiasm have 
been amazing. We hope this is the beginning of a long tradition, and plan to 
have a new volume publish each spring.”

Submissions are being sought for the spring 2014 publication. Anyone 
wishing	to	participate	may	send	one	to	three	poems	or	up	to	3,000	words	of	
prose	(fiction	or	creative	nonfiction)	to	volgariverreview@uiu.edu	with	the	
subject line: VRR 2014.

The first edition of Volga River Review can be read on ISSUU at: 
issuu.com/upperiowauniversity/docs/volga-river-review-spring-2013.

UIU community comes together in first literary magazine
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Team Peacock wraps up 9th year on fund-raising ride

Photo courtesy of Hadeel Suliman, UIU student.Photo courtesy of Hadeel Suliman, UIU student.

Team Peacock riders take time to appreciate some of the people who assisted them in Guthrie Center on RAGBRAI. 

Back row, left to right: Storm Schmitt, Daryl Grove, Anthony DiJohn, Justin Marchant, Dale Grove and Don Sheppard. 

Front row, left to right: Shea Meyermann, Spencer Grove, and Dorothy Grove.

Team Peacock 2013 riders and support crew look rested and ready to roll as they start out on RAGBRAI XLI on  Saturday, July 17. More than 400 miles later they came back to campus after raising more than $30,000 for scholarships and various student and university organizations.



UPPEr IOWA UNIVErsITY CElEBrATEs 2013 COMMENCEMENT 
More	than	700	students	crossed	the	stage	in	three	ceremonies	at	Upper	Iowa	University	Commencement	exercises	
Saturday, May 11. They were representative of the nearly 2,000 who completed their degrees and graduated from 
UIU	in	2013.	Commencement	was	the	first	official	UIU	ceremony	for	William	R.	Duffy	II,	Ed.D.,	Ed.S.,	21st	
president of the University.



IIn	1940,	Upper	Iowa	University	offered	Leota	(Morgan)	Didier	
and	her	sisters	an	opportunity	to	change	their	lives;	and	for	
more	than	70	years,	she	has	been	doing	her	best	to	change	the	
lives of others by positively influencing hundreds of young 
people in her adopted hometown of Dubois, Wyo.

Bernard Didier stood atop a steep hill gazing down past a 
switchback dirt driveway to the red valley below. Hidden in a 
copse of cottonwood trees a couple hundred feet from a small 
rushing river sat a group of buildings. A little way apart was 
the main house, a single-story cabin structure nearly obscured 
by an overgrowth of sagebrush shrubbery.

Looking out over the mountains, he descended 
the hill on foot, remarking to his wife at his side, 
“This is the place, Leota.”

Bernard had fallen in love, and plans 
were forming in his head long before 
the couple, with real estate agent in tow, 
had inspected the dilapidated and lonely 
ranch near Dubois, Wyo. What he 
saw was opportunity and the chance 
to continue their mission – making 
a difference in the lives of youths and 
families through faith-based ranch 
experiences.

for the three years prior, Bernard and 
Leota had led mission trips on a ranch in 
Rifle, Colo. After learning the business, 
the couple decided to buy a ranch and 

operate their own mission program. Bernard had extensive 
experience with mission camps as he and his father had run 
one for years near Alma, Mich.

Because of the ranch’s condition, the couple was able to 
purchase it at a fair price. They hired a neighbor to see to its 
restoration	in	their	absence,	and	the	following	Easter	in	1970,	
Leota and Bernard brought a group of young people from their 
church near Chicago to ready the place for campers. Steadily, 
the Lazy L&B Ranch emerged from the sagebrush.

from that first summer until 1982, Bernard and Leota hosted 
youths and families through mission camps and later, dude 
ranch vacations, at the Lazy L&B and nearby Elk Trails 
Ranch, which they later purchased. As pastor of the 

first Presbyterian Church in Deerfield, Ill., Bernard 
had only one month each summer to devote to the 
ranch. The rest of the summer it was up to Leota, 

who is an Iowa farm girl through and through, and no 
stranger to hard work.

Over the years, Leota played a major role in shaping the 
lives of many boys and girls who traveled far from 

their homes – mainly the Midwest – to live on 
a working dude ranch for six weeks at a time 
during the summer. “Leota has a strong belief in 
helping young people find their way, and grow up 
in a good way,” said Rev. Lynn E. Cunningham, 
Esq., a member of the Dubois community who 
has worked with Leota on a number of projects 
over the years.

‘Growing up in a good way’:
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Leota likes to say that while she had just one daughter, Leota 
Ann, she has more than 50 children, and many still keep in 
touch today.

“This woman changed my life,” said Heath Woltman, who 
first came to the L&B with his family to dude the summer he 
turned 15. He instantly fell in love with ranch life, and begged 
and pleaded with Leota to let him stay.

“I should’ve never hired him as a wrangler, he was too young,” 
chuckled Leota. “But I did. And he turned out to be one of the 
best wranglers I’ve ever had. He came to Wyoming, and he 
never left!”

Summer after 
summer, Heath 
traveled to the L&B 
to wrangle. When 
he was old enough 
to strike out on his 
own, he settled 
near Dubois, later 
meeting his wife, 
Sarah, a native 
of Australia who 
wrangled for 
a neighboring 
ranch. Together, 
they now run 
Bear Basin 
Adventures, a 

wilderness outfitter that offers backcountry pack trips, fishing 
and elk hunting in the Shoshone National forest near Dubois.

Despite running the up-and-coming Adventures, Heath still 
finds his way to L&B, to assist the new owner – the Halmays 
from Canada – get the beloved ranch up and running in time 
for the dude season. The Halmays are the second owners to 
purchase the ranch since Leota and Bernard sold it.

The L&B holds a special place in Heath’s heart, much like the 
woman who helped shaped the man he is today. “Leota is my 
idol, and she continues to be,” he said. “A couple of years ago, 
she gave me her saddle. It was the greatest thing. It meant the 
world to me.”

Once,	when	Heath	was	17,	he	was	heading	out	on	a	ride	with	
a group of people. His headstrong filly dumped him right in 
front of Leota’s house. She ran out immediately to see if he was 
all right. That day, a veterinarian happened to be riding out 
with the group. She had him tape Heath’s injured fingers to 
Popsicle sticks, and then offered him a bottle of Jim Beam.

Heath waved it away, “Oh, no. That’s alright.” Leota looked at 
the young man, and said matter-of-factly, “Son, if I offer you a 
good bourbon, you better take it.”

Leota also believed in tough love. A decade or so ago, one 
Sunday in Deerfield, she sat in her regular pew at first 
Presbyterian. A woman sat down next to her. When the service 
was over, the woman turned to Leota and said hello. Leota 
must have had a quizzical look on her face because the woman 
added, “You don’t remember me, do you?”

Leota Didier lives life  
in service to others
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Leota couldn’t immediately place her, for she had not seen this 
woman since she was 14 years old. 

“I was the girl you sent home for smoking marijuana in the 
bunkhouse,” she said. “I came here today to tell you, had you 
not sent me home, I don’t know where I’d be today.” Leota’s 
tough act of love was a pivotal point in the young woman’s life.

In 2011, Reader’s Digest featured Leota as the “Sweetheart of 
the Rodeo” and lauded her for the many things she has done 
for the town of Dubois. After it published, she received a letter 
from a man who is now a police officer in Chicago. He had 
come to the Lazy L&B for camp when he was a youth. He 
wrote, “I might have been on the wrong side of the law had I 
not had you for a camp mother.”

Caring for others and providing are two things that Leota 
continues to do to this day. Soon to be 89 in mid-September, 
she is still a force to be reckoned with in her small town of just 
under 1,000.

Since moving to town upon the sale of both ranches, Leota has 
poured much time and effort into enriching the lives and the 
opportunities available in the fairly isolated community. She 
has been a major catalyst and contributor to more than 
11 projects that have had a huge impact on Dubois, and 
probably many, many more that Leota keeps to herself.

She continues to give and invest in the lives of others – 
especially young people – because once, two men and a little 
university located in northeast Iowa invested in her life and the 
lives of her sisters.

Back in 1940, in what was probably one of the first concepts of 
a work-study program, Upper Iowa University developed an 
idea to assist the daughters of farm families in the surrounding 
area to earn a college education.

Collaborating on the idea was Bill Edgar, then superintendent 
of the Stanley School District. “He was concerned that there 
were so many families that had girls who were not likely to run 
the farms, and he wanted to see to it that they would get to go 
to college,” said Leota. 

So, Edgar drove his car out to the field to see Leota’s father, 
Bill Morgan, who was working behind his team of horses. Bill 
Morgan was also a member of the Stanley School Board of 
Education. At the time, the Morgans’ second-oldest daughter, 
Helen, was graduating from high school. 

“He told dad that he had managed a double-gift kind of thing 
for Helen at Upper Iowa,” said Leota. “One, she could borrow 
the first semester. Then, the second semester, she could work as 
a secretary for one of the teachers. She did that for four years.”

Brother Clyde decided he would stay home and take over 
the farm once he finished high school, so that left Leota, and 
later, sister Wilma, to attend Upper Iowa University under 
the same special arrangement. Oldest sister, Mona, attended 
Gates Business School, while the youngest, Mary, went to State 
Teachers College.

Leota majored in primary education at UIU, which only required 
her to attend college for two years before earning her degree in 
1943	to	teach	first	grade.		While	at	Upper	Iowa,	she	worked	one	
semester as secretary for the president and borrowed money to 
finance the rest of her education. “The cost was $80 a semester,” 
she recalled. “So, I paid it back when I was teaching.”

Leota well remembers the University for making it possible for 
families like hers to send their daughters to college. In turn, she 
has given back to Upper Iowa, and is proud to speak about her 
alma mater and how she came to be a college graduate.

Leota and Bernard retired from dude ranching after he was 
diagnosed with Alzheimer’s disease in the early 1980s. He 
passed	away	in	2003,	while	they	were	wintering	in	Arizona.	
Bernard was head pastor for first Presbyterian Church from 
1960 to 1988, and spearheaded the construction of the church’s 
cathedral-style	sanctuary	from	1962	to	63.

The couple was known not just for the mission camps at their 
Wyoming ranch, but they also spent a lot of time traveling on 
missions to Mexico, where they helped support many small 
Presbyterian churches. Leota ran the kitchen for congregational 
meals at first Presbyterian and was a “fantastic hostess,” 
according to the church’s current secretary.

While living in Dubois, Leota became a member of St. Thomas 
Episcopal Church, and made it every Sunday with campers in 
tow. After moving to town, Leota became even more involved 
in the church, and even more in touch with the community’s 
needs.

When the idea of opening a shop in the town to provide 
affordable clothing and funds for community grants was 

discussed, Leota immediately jumped on board. Just north 
of the church, and on a corner, was an old gas station. 
Leota purchased it and gave it to St. Thomas Episcopal. The 
Opportunity Shop opened in 2006, and today raises enough 
funds to give back $8,000 to 10,000 each year to enrich 
community programs.

Directly across the street is DVI Corner, or Dubois Volunteers 
Incorporated. Where once a ghastly, neglected building stood, 
there is now a rustic one-story office building and landscaped 
memorial garden featuring two commissioned bronzes that 
commemorate the town’s heritage.

Leota was also one of the first supporters of Dubois Youth 
Activities	(DYA),	which	started	in	2008.	A	group	of	concerned	
parents and community members had gathered to discuss a 
need for an after-school enrichment program for young people. 
“We realized that a number of our students were falling through 
the cracks,” said Janet Glaeser, co-founder and vice president 
of what is now called the Boys & Girls Club of Dubois. “They 
were getting involved in drugs and alcohol, and not doing well 
in school. Leota was there. She let us share our thoughts and 
ideas, and she was very supportive in helping us get the program 
started.

“In fact, Leota continues to be especially supportive of our 
young people in Dubois. Every year, she sits in the front row at 
graduation.”

Leota didn’t just support the group financially, she was involved 
in program development and was instrumental in its longevity. 
Just last year, the group became affiliated with the national Boys 
& Girls Club organization. The Dubois Chapter boasts just 
under 100 members, which is more than a fair share of Dubois 



youths	when	you	consider	that	the	2013	Dubois	High	School	
graduating	class	had	only	13	members.

Asked about which project she is most proud of, Leota’s first 
reply is the creation of the youth group, and the second is the 
resurrection of the Dennison Lodge.

The Dennison Ranch was located near the Lazy L&B. It was a 
common stop along their horseback excursions through the 
area. In fact, in its heyday, it was a vacation destination for 
actor Clark Gable. The abandoned ranch eventually became the 
property of Wyoming’s Game & fisheries Department. 

It was rumored that “Game & fish,” as the entity is known in 
Wyoming, was going to burn down the long-forgotten lodge 
with its massive walk-in fireplace. Leota wouldn’t hear of it. 
She came up with the idea of moving the large cabin structure 
to Dubois, renovating it and making the former lodge into 
a community gathering place for weddings, musical events, 
wildlife lectures and various activities.

The process was not easy. En route, the cabin broke into three 
pieces, and the original fireplace collapsed. However, today one 
would not know the ordeal the building endured – the lodge 
is properly furnished, the fireplace rebuilt and features a new, 
impressive kitchen. It is aptly dubbed “Leota’s Kitchen” – it says 
so right on the wall!

Leota was also a supporter of a new library building, which 
features a reading nook named for Bernard. She is involved 
in the Headwaters Arts & Conference Center, a conference 
facility that also holds a major cache of area artworks, and is a 
supporter of the Dubois Medical Clinic and National Big Horn 
Museum.

She was the catalyst in starting a weekly rodeo, where local 
wranglers show off their roping and bronc-busting skills. The 
event also boosts commerce in the community and helps drive 
local tourist attractions. Leota is a frequenter of the Tuesday 
night square dances at Rustic Pine Tavern, although now she 
basically runs the door in lieu of kicking up her heels and do-
si-do-ing around the dance floor.

Leota’s latest project was development of the Dubois Assisted 
Living facility. She and other members of the community saw 
the need to create a place for the area’s aging population to 
live when they can no longer safely reside in their homes. The 
facility opened this summer.

Leota	(Morgan)	Didier	’43	has	devoted	her	life	to	serving	
others. Where once Upper Iowa University invested in her and 
the lives of other farm children, Leota continues to invest in 
the future of the Dubois community and its young people. Like 
Heath says, “If more people were like Leota, the world would be 
a better place.”
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Building	on	an	already	strong	foundation	in	the	arts	and	the	2007	renovation	of	Edgar	Fine	Arts	Hall,	the	UIU	Art	Department	is	
planning a new project to create a freestanding art studio to house UIU ceramics and sculpture courses.

Six years ago, the Edgar fine Arts Hall renovation expanded and updated the graphic design and two-dimensional areas, as also 
established the Bing Davis-Memorial Gallery. With the growth of the Art Department and the expansion into three-dimensional 
media taught by Professor Elissa Wenthe, who was hired in 2008 to teach ceramics and sculpture courses, Edgar fine Arts Hall can no 
longer hold all of the creativity of UIU art students and faculty. 

The	“UIU	in	3D”	initiative	will	create	adequate	and	safe	space	for	the	creation	of	three-dimensional	artwork,	which	will	enhance	
academic teaching and learning at UIU.

The potential site for the new studio is located immediately east of Edgar fine Arts. The structure will include:
•	 A	working	sculpture	and	ceramics	studio
•	 Materials	storage
•	 Outdoor	working	studio	
•	 Faculty	office	space

The structure will be designed with student and instructor safety in mind.

“UIU	in	3D”	will	include	three	phases,	including	removal	of	the	existing	
structure and site development, followed by construction of the sculpture 
and ceramics facility, and once completed, site landscaping and building 
beautification.

To donate, contact Associate Vice President for Alumni and Advancement Holly 
Johnson	at	563-425-5231	(office),	319-830-7878	(mobile)	or	johnsonh@uiu.edu.

This year marks the 40th anniversary of Upper Iowa University’s correspondence program, a 
program that was conceived by UIU President Aldrich Paul, Vice President Charles B. Clark, 
and Registrar Roger Bowen during a time when Upper Iowa University looked to diversify 
its	educational	model.	Since	1973,	Upper	Iowa	University	has	seen	remarkable	growth	in	the	
correspondence program, which today includes online, distance learning and independent 
study programs that have offered flexible learning to thousands of students worldwide.

To celebrate this historic anniversary, Upper Iowa has launched an endowment fund to honor 
two of the creators, Dr. Charles B. Clark and Roger Bowen, with the Clark-Bowen Endowed 
Scholarship. This scholarship will be awarded to an academically eligible recipient chosen by the 
Honors and Awards Committee. The recipient will be eligible to retain the scholarship while learning through Upper Iowa University.

What UIU alumni are saying when they contribute to this scholarship’s success:

“What a fine tribute to these two UIU icons.” – Kenneth P. Robison ’64

“In memory of Dr. Clark and the skills he taught me and the character he bestowed.” –	Robert	L.	Wharram	’74

To	donate	to	the	Clark-Bowen	Endowed	Scholarship	fund,	contact	the	Advancement	Office	at	800-553-4150	ext.	(3+2)	or	 
alumni@uiu.edu. Donations can be made online at www.uiu.edu/alumni/clark-bowen.html.

New endowed scholarship honors Clark and Bowen

UIU in 3D: Art Department working to create new studio
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President’s Honor roll
In March, the University was 
named to The President’s Higher 
Education Community Service 
2013	Honor	Roll,	the	highest	
honor a college or university can 
receive from the United States 
government in recognition of its 
commitment to volunteering, 
service learning and civic 

engagement. The three key components to Upper Iowa’s success in 
being named to this year’s Honor Roll included an ongoing water 
quality monitoring project of northeast Iowa streams headed by 
UIU’s	biology	laboratory;	UIU’s	partnership	with	Partners	In	
Development	for	the	annual	service	learning	trip	to	Haiti;	and	the	
University’s “Peacocks for Progress” program developed to unite 
the immediate fayette community and northeast Iowa region.

Fayette Appreciation Day
for seven years running, 
Upper Iowa’s Office of Student 
Development has led the charge in 
civic engagement through fayette 
Appreciation	Day	(FAD).	The	state	
and nationally recognized service 
project has accounted for more than 
30	separate	projects	in	the	Fayette	
community, and involves more than 
450 UIU students and more than 
1,800 service hours.

In	2013,	FAD	volunteers	conducted	
36	service	projects,	including	work	
at individual residents’ homes and 
local	businesses;	at	Maple	Crest	
Manor	retirement	facility;	highway	
cleanup;	bike	trail	cleanup;	Volga	
River	Recreational	Area	cleanup;	
at	the	Fayette	Food	Shelf;	at	Klock’s	
Island;	at	the	Fayette	Opera	House;	
and North fayette Middle School.

fAD has led to the establishment of community partnerships 
with the city of fayette, fayette Police Department, Department 
of Natural Resources, Rainbowland Daycare, Maple Crest Manor, 
American	Legion	Post	339,	Volga	Valley	Conservation	Club,	Big	
Rock Country Club and fayette Economic Development.

Project share – UIU-Hong Kong
Upper Iowa University’s Hong Kong Center helped address 
socioeconomic gaps in 
that city this summer by 
participating in Project 
Share, a nonprofit
organization that works
 with youths in 
communities 
surrounding the city who 
are often overlooked and/
or less fortunate than 
others.

UIU Hong Kong faculty 
and students led a 
Project Share workshop 
aimed at developing the 
potential of the high school students in attendance, as well as 
building self-understanding, team spirit and career orientation 
through various interactive training activities. They administered 
a career questionnaire to assist and motivate the young people in 
discovering a career direction most suitable for them, and also 
discussed career personalities, interests and values. 

“Like many cities in the world, the divide between different social 
groups in Hong Kong has increased, with mobility between 
different economic and social levels becoming more and more 
difficult,” said Dr. David Eicher, lead faculty for UIU Hong Kong 
and assistant professor of business. “Youths from these areas are 
often overlooked and may get fewer opportunities than others, 
which increases the gap between these communities. While 
teenagers in these areas have solid education, they may lack core 
personal skills that are necessary to compete in today’s global 
workplace.”

Students serve to learn
Leading lives of service starts at Upper Iowa University for many  
students who leave their mark on communities far and wide. From 
across the university, students serve others through a wide variety
of projects.

Upper Iowa ESL students showcase their display at the cultural fair 
held in conjunction with Fayette Appreciation Day at North Fayette 
Middle School. Pictured are (back, left) Yangchunyu Wang, Shihao 
Fei, Chenle Lan, Weiming Cui, Rongpeng He and Haoxiang Qin, all 
from China, and DongKyu Kim (front) from South Korea.

Gamma Delta Phi sorority members Maryn 
Fulton (on ladder) and Caitlin Callahan paint the 
doors at the Fayette Opera House during Fayette 
Appreciation Day.
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Alternative spring Break
Upper Iowa University conducted two Alternative Spring Break 
service trips this past spring to Costa Rica and Boston. UIU’s 
Alternative Spring Break is committed to encouraging volunteerism 
by students. The program places teams of college students in 
communities to engage in positive social action and education. 
The goals can range from increasing cultural awareness to bringing 
academic learning to life or to creating a lifelong service ethic.

Costa Rica – 
from living 
among the 
working class 
of Costa Rica 
to working 
with an 
indigenous 
tribe and, 
later, 
experiencing 
coastal life, a 
dozen UIU 
students and 
staff saw 
many facets 
of a culture. 
During their 
stay with 
host families, 
the group 
experienced white-water rafting Costa Rican style, volunteered at a 
local coffee plantation and assisted the Bribri tribe in posting signs 
along the tribe’s medicinal plant walk.

Boston – A dozen UIU students, faculty and staff traveled to Boston, 
Mass., where they helped build a new home for a family through 
Habitat for Humanity, and also assisted in the making of hundreds 
of meals for terminally ill residents in the Boston community. One 
of the main points driven home was that while fayette and Boston 
are significantly different in size and overall pace of life, both 
communities face the same obstacles – homelessness, hunger and the 
struggle of disadvantaged individuals.

May Term
Collaborating	with	Partners	In	Development	(PID),	Upper	Iowa	
University faculty and students traveled to Guatemala and Haiti for 
this year’s May term service learning trips. Leading the first-ever 
May term in Guatemala was Dr. Katrina farren-Eller, UIU assistant 
professor	of	English;	Dr.	Gina	Kuker,	associate	professor	of	education;	
and Dr. Bill Jones, assistant professor of biology. They and eight 
students helped with building homes and presenting local families 
with water filtration systems to reduce parasites in the water supply.

farren-Eller and Kuker also explored the possibilities of creating 
a partnership between PID-run schools in the Central American 
country and the student-teacher program at Upper Iowa University. 

Dr. Eric Eller, UIU associate professor of international business, 
along with Dr. Brian McQueen, assistant professor of sociology, led 
13	students	on	the	fourth	consecutive	May	term	trip	to	Haiti,	where	
they helped with the continuing cleanup and rebuilding of the nation 
that was devastated by an earthquake in 2010.

A big component of PID efforts is a child sponsorship program. 
This	program,	where	a	child	can	be	sponsored	for	$30	per	month	
until the age of 18, really struck a chord with many in the University 
community. Currently, UIU students and faculty sponsor 25 needy 
children and 
their families. 
Sponsorship 
allows a child 
to attend 
school, gives 
the family 
access to free 
health care, 
allows the 
parents to 
enroll in PID’s 
business classes 
to receive 
microloans and 
puts the family 
on a waiting 
list for 
a new home.

Volunteering in Costa Rica during Alternative Spring Break were (from left) Shay Enriquez, 
Alexandra Surdu and Deepa Wai May Sukumaran.

UIU RN-BSN student Rachael Nelson and Chaiki Maeda, a UIU student from Japan, 
spend quality time with children at an orphanage in Haiti.
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“A river seems a magic thing. A magic,  
moving, living part of the very earth itself.”    
                             – Laura Gilpin

The lessons learned in a river cannot be scripted. 
Sure, there are things students learn in a 

classroom, but more poignant are the life lessons 
that strike while paddling a canoe on the serene waters of say, 
the Volga River.

Many years ago, Volga River lore was deeply knitted in the 
fabric of Upper Iowa University. Students in the early 1900s 
trekked to the infamous “Big Rock” for ceremonious freshmen 
matriculation and again as graduating seniors to say farewell. 
Students swam in the river, and even did cleanup projects 
throughout the years.

Somewhere along the way, however, the river was not necessarily 
forgotten, but set aside for other pursuits. 

It	wasn’t	until	2007	that	Upper	Iowa	students	returned	to	the	river.	

first, it was a study on water quality in Iowa that three students 
in the hydrogeology course documented and presented. Working 

alongside them was the soil and water conservation class, assisting 
with the logistics of the study. Both courses were advised by Dr. Kata 
McCarville, UIU assistant professor of geosciences.

The project led McCarville to think that perhaps all Upper Iowa 
students might be interested – or should be interested – in 
cleaning up local watersheds for the health of their communities.

During that year’s fayette Appreciation Day, McCarville led a 
team of 88 volunteers consisting of UIU students and staff as 
well as volunteers from across Iowa in cleaning up the river and 
its floodplain. They worked tirelessly for two days removing 12 
tons of garbage from 10.5 river miles and working a combined 
total	of	726	volunteer	hours.

Most of what was removed had been washed into the river 
during the flash flood of 1999 that claimed houses on the 
northern end of Main Street fayette. Household items such as 
food mixers, a metal bed, mattresses, a sign from the former 
Maple Motel and LP tanks were pulled from the banks. The 
most	confounding	item,	however,	was	a	3,000-pound	fuel	supply	
tank that was found at Big Rock. The flood had washed it quite a 
distance before depositing it in a stand of trees.

McCarville literally called in the National Guard. One of her 
students was a member of the Iowa Army National Guard, 

Dr. Kata McCarville

and provided her with the necessary contacts to assist in its 
removal. A month after it was discovered, the tank was lifted by 
a Chinook helicopter and flown to a nearby salvage yard.

During a reflection of the river cleanup event, McCarville was 
pleased to discover that student-volunteers had started to grasp 
the complexity and connectedness of the fayette community 
and the University to the Volga River.

Every	year	since	2007,	McCarville	continues	to	lead	efforts 
to maintain the beauty of the Volga River, as well as to educate  
on the importance of water quality, and how the river ties  
into that. She says the river knits the curriculum together  
for her courses. 

It has been the inspiration for several senior projects, including 
one alumnus Jeff Gard ’08. During his research, Gard focused 
on petroleum-based pollutants in several bodies of water in 
the area. As a result of the project, he discovered where the 
city’s storm sewers empty into the river. “We really started to 
understand the river and how it’s connected to where all of 
us live,” said McCarville. She is a member of the Iowa Rivers 
Revival Board, an advocacy organization devoted to river 
education.

Her work also spurred McCarville to inquire about the history 
of the Volga, including floods and the effectiveness of structures 
like levies. This year, during fayette Appreciation Day, she 
interviewed longtime fayette residents about their recollections 
and connections to the river.

Her	geographic	information	system	(GIS)	course	has	also	aided	
in mapping large items along the river for future removal, in 
addition to helping these students hone their skills. GIS classes 
have also mapped the ash tree population in the community 
for the state’s forestry Bureau to aid in the prevention of an 
emerald ash tree borer infestation. They have also mapped and 
assessed the condition of the sidewalks in fayette.

McCarville sees all facets of a long-term service project like 
river cleanup. By advocating for the river and spreading the 
word about the necessity for volunteerism, McCarville hopes to 
foster a sense of responsibility in others.

“It’s important that we let others know of our service,” added 
McCarville. “Acknowledging these efforts only helps to educate 
the public, not only on the importance of giving back, but on 
the issues at hand. Had we not publicized our efforts to clean up 
the	Volga	in	2007,	we	would	not	have	had	the	level	of	support	
from our community and beyond that made the kind of impact 
that was needed.

“We, as a University family, continue to drive home the importance 
of connectivity. We are connected to each other, to the land, and 
to our rivers, lakes and streams. By serving loudly, we educate, and 
education is the key to improving our watersheds.”

Jeff Gard and Hollis Weber, UIU alumni of 2008, clown around at Klock’s Island Park during the flood of 
2008. They, and many other UIU students, have volunteered for river cleanup as well as used the Volga 
River and other water bodies for valuable research projects.

UIU faculty lead by example around the world



Dr. Eric Eller holds Anya, a child he and his wife, Dr. Katrina Farren-Eller, sponsor through  

Partners In Development.

UIU’s 2013 May Term group pauses briefly from work in Haiti to pose for a group picture.

 

UIU Assistant Professor of English Dr. Katrina farren-Eller and 
Associate Professor of International Business Dr. Eric Eller form 
a dynamic worldwide service duo. The couple does not just 
hope	lives	will	improve;	they	work	hard	to	ensure	that	they	are	
actually making a noticeable difference. 

The Ellers’ continued cooperation with Partners In 
Development	(PID)	has	been	a	boon	to	Upper	Iowa	University	
as PID partnerships allow students to travel each year to aid in 
the rebuilding and enhancement process for the earthquake-
ravaged island nation of Haiti. As a result, UIU has not only 
assisted in transforming communities through manual labor, 
but UIU also sponsors needy children and their families 
through the nonprofit PID 
organization. 

In 2011, farren-Eller and Eller  
self-published the book, To 
Haiti with Love, a compilation 
of photos and essays written 
by the UIU students on that 
year’s May-term trip for the 
“Culture, People and Economics 
of Haiti” course. Proceeds 
were donated to the PID child 
sponsorship program. Last year, 
the Ellers stayed an extra week 
to assist PID with its microloan 
program, which enables families 
to start or further develop an 
income-generating business and 
become more self-sufficient.

This year, the Ellers went separate ways during the UIU 
May term. While Eric Eller and UIU Assistant Professor of 
Sociology	Dr.	Brian	McQueen	co-led	a	team	of	13	students	in	
a return trip to Haiti, farren-Eller teamed up with Dr. Gina 
Kuker, UIU associate professor of education, and Dr. Bill Jones, 
UIU assistant professor of biology, to take eight students to 
Guatemala for a service project.

Farren-Eller	also	completed	a	1,300-mile	bike	ride	in	July	with	
former	student	Jessica	Racine,	a	Teach	For	America	(TFA)	
educator, to raise awareness for the two organizations, PID and 
TfA. Coordinating the ride through a mentoring relationship 
was UIU Enactus, UIU Communications Club and the school 
where Racine teaches at, Warren Harding High School in 
Bridgeport, Conn.

Taking an active role as an educator, Racine very much wanted 
to present opportunities to her students that would engage them 
globally, as well as provide them with a glimpse of college life.

At UIU, farren-Eller is hoping to do something similar. “We 
wanted Upper Iowa students to experience the joys of giving 
back to the global community,” said farren-Eller. “This project 
has several long-term goals, which we hope will make a positive 
impact in the lives of so many people.”

The high school students were in charge of planning the route 
and scheduling events at key stops along the way, where farren-
Eller and Racine engaged people in talking about the work PID 
does in Guatemala and Haiti, as well as raising and sustaining 
awareness for TfA. 

Read more about the May term trips to Haiti and Guatemala in 
the feature highlighting service performed by UIU students on 
page 20.

24      uiu.edu     Fall  2013

Currently, Assistant Professor of Health and Physical Education K.C. Robb 
is one month into a two-year mobilization at the Rock Island Arsenal in 
Rock Island, Ill. This is his fourth mobilization for the Army Reserves since 
2006.

Sgt. 1st Class Robb is a member of the 4224th United States Army Hospital 
Detachment	No.	1.	He	joined	the	Reserves	at	the	age	of	30.	Robb	had	quit	
his job and was attending graduate school. He needed a way to help pay for 
his education. At the time, the Reserves paid $20,000 toward college loans, 
and Robb thought it would be a good part-time job.

Robb was a member of the Reserves for 14 years before his first mobilization 
in 2006 to fort Bliss, Texas. After one year, he was sent home for a year and 
remobilized in 2008. The third time was in 2010. All three mobilizations 
were spent at the Soldier Resiliency and Readiness Center, where Robb 
was in charge of the laboratory. The center is a large processing facility for 
soldiers preparing to go overseas and for those returning home.

At the Rock Island Arsenal, Robb is working for the Community-Based 
Warrior	in	Transition	Unit	(CBWTU)	assisting	injured	soldiers	with	needed	
therapy. He makes sure the soldiers get to their appointments and provides 
support when needed. 

Robb is aware of what a challenge this will be. When working with returning 
soldiers at fort Bliss, he saw what war has done to soldiers – both men and 
women. “They didn’t have the physical injuries, but I could see it in their 
eyes, and I could see it in their body language,” he said. “It was very difficult. 
I don’t think as a general rule, American citizens realize just what kind of 
sacrifice these men and women have made for their country. If I can help 
them, to me that’s all I really need.”

After nine years teaching and coaching for the Independence, Iowa, public 
school system, Robb joined Upper Iowa University in 2002. “I absolutely 
love working with our students,” he said. “I don’t make light of this, and I tell 
people all the time – particularly prospective students that I meet with – I’ll 
ask them if they’ve ever seen the movie Field of Dreams. 

“Some	will	say	yes,	and	some	will	say	no;	and	I’ll	say,	well,	there’s	a	line	
in there where they say, ‘Is this heaven?’ And then I say, Upper Iowa isn’t 
heaven, but it’s pretty darn close.

 “I feel very fortunate 
to teach at Upper Iowa. 
What I do is not work.”

While he is mobilized, 
Robb will continue 
to work with Upper 
Iowa students through 
directed study 
coursework.

Serving those who serve the nation

K.C. Robb teaching class at Upper 
Iowa University. 



Every Monday morning, Shannon Reed writes a quote on 
the dry erase board in his office. The thought-provoking and 
often inspiring message greets the eyes of all who pass. More 
importantly, however, Shannon’s “quote of the week” reflects his 
life goals and journey.

A recent quote evokes thoughts of change. It was his need 
for change that led Shannon to the Upper Iowa University 
Milwaukee Center back in the early 2000s. The need to grow, 

the need to be educated and the need to show his children 
how important education is – all of these goals brought 

about many transformations, the latest of which has sparked 
positive changes not only in his life, but in the lives of the 
people who benefit from the service of United Way of Greater 
Milwaukee.

A month after graduating from high school, Shannon went 
to	work	for	Bank	One	(which	later	became	JP	Morgan	Chase	
&	Co.)	starting	out	as	a	customer	service	representative	in	
the insurance division. Several years and a promotion later, 
Shannon recognized the need for a degree to advance further 
in his career. He chose Upper Iowa University because of 
its accelerated program. Balancing work, family and school, 
Shannon forged ahead to get his degree. 
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Choosing a career to change lives

“Being an African-American male in times like these, you have 
to have a career and be educated,” he said. “I wanted to be able 
to tell my children that I did it – it was harder for me because 
I had a family, but there will never be an excuse that they can’t 
do it.”

After nine years at JP Morgan Chase & Co., Shannon was 
tapped for a position at Social Development Commission 
as an internal auditor, but he had a burning desire to be in a 
career where he could help change lives. While he considered 
his options, a former colleague from an organization he used 
to work with approached Shannon and urged him to take 
advantage of an opportunity at United Way. Working with the 
organization had been a longtime goal, and he jumped at the 
tremendous opportunity.

As the income portfolio manager for United Way of Greater 
Milwaukee, Shannon oversees 28 agencies that span the issues 
of adult education, emergency food and shelter, financial 
literacy, legal aid, correctional services and veterans issues. 
When member agencies come to Shannon to ask for more 
financial assistance, he asks them, “What can we do to help 
you do more with what you already have – efficiently and 
effectively?”

It is the 
topic of 
veterans’ 
issues that 
Shannon 
is most 
concerned 
with right 
now. 

 
“When you have an individual who 
has served his country and comes back and is trying to get 
acclimated back to civilian life and there aren’t any resources 
for this individual, that is unconscionable,” he said. “I had a 
meeting with a young veteran, and he said to me, ‘Shannon, 
please explain to me why is it that I managed millions of dollars 
of artillery and 60 people in the field for the United States 
government, and my technology skills are exemplary, but I 
come back home and I can’t get a job at a Pick ‘N Save. Explain 
that to me.’”

Shannon is currently convening agencies associated with 
United Way that specialize in veterans’ issues. He hopes they 

“What can we do to help you do more with what 
you already have – efficiently and effectively?”
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can develop a strategic, collective approach to tackling the 
barriers veterans face, including lack of education, lack of a skill 
set to obtain a civilian job, and mental health and wellness.

“There isn’t a strategic support system for veterans, and area 
agencies have to collaborate and share resources to make it 
happen,” he added. “Sometimes when you focus on one thing, 
you can lose sight of everything else.”

Another hot button issue for United Way is closing the skill set 
gap in the Greater Milwaukee population. Through Shannon, 
United Way is collaborating with its adult education agencies 
and their clients regarding changes to the General Educational 
Development	(GED)	program.	Come	December,	the	company	
that owns GED will increase its tuition and move all testing to 
online only. 

“When you have people who can’t afford it right now – and 
then the cost is going to double come December – it makes it 
even harder for people to earn a GED,” said Shannon. “We have 
a skill set gap, and these individuals who are trying to get jobs 
will need to have a GED, or they will not be able to provide for 
themselves or their families.”

During a strategic planning session in April, members of six 
agencies met with Shannon in a brainstorming session on how 
they can best help their clients. With the length of current 
waiting lists in the Greater Milwaukee area, people know that 
obtaining their GED could have a tremendous positive impact 
on their lives. But the path to success is further blocked by 
childcare issues, as well as health care and transportation. The 
agencies want to move some clients to a fast track to get all 

five tests completed by December, but they are also mindful 
of the fact that they do not want to create an atmosphere of 
hopelessness for those who can’t move that quickly and will be 
affected by the changes to the GED requirement.

In addition, Shannon has just been given the task of convening 
up to 20 agencies for a new project called “Continuum of Care,” 
to develop strategies in a 10-year plan to end homelessness. 

It may seem a daunting task, but Shannon feels up to the 
challenge. “I love my job, I really do,” he added. “I love what I 
do because I really get to see the effects of what’s happening in 
the community.”

This winter, United Way gave the Cathedral Center, an agency 
that provides emergency shelter and case management services 
for individual women and families who are homeless, a $50,000 
grant to increase its capacity to serve more people. The Center 
also increased its staffing and its hours to accommodate more 
clients during the record-breaking cold winter.

This accomplishment makes Shannon smile. 
“That’s why we’re here!” he exclaimed.

Shannon looks forward to reports from the 
organizations served by United Way. Each 
organization includes personal success stories 
from clients in their reports. “We want to 
ensure that the dollars we’re allocating to 
these organizations is impacting the lives of 
individuals,” Shannon added.

He enjoys traveling to the various agencies to 
listen to individuals who have benefited from 
the resources available through United Way. 

Shannon is a 2005 graduate of the Upper 
Iowa University Milwaukee Center with a 
degree in management information systems 

and a minor in business. He also 
holds a master’s degree in business 
management.

“Being an African-American 
male in times like these, you have 
to have a career and be educated,” 
he said. “I wanted to be able to 
tell my children that I did it.” 
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UIU student groups receive Governor’s Volunteer Awards

UIU Peacock women’s volleyball representatives Rachel Ubbelohde (center) and assistant 
coach Kasey Uran (right) receive a Governor’s Volunteer Award from Lt. Gov. Kim Reynolds.

Lt. Gov. Kim Reynolds (second from left) presents a Governor’s Volunteer Award to Beta Theta Omega members Amber 
Davis, Dacia Bassett, Danielle Grimm and Toresha Eiland.

UIU Alpha Nu Omega and Phi Beta Delta advisor and 
Bissell Professor of English Dr. Doug McReynolds receives a 
Governor’s Volunteer Award on behalf of those organizations 
from Lt. Gov. Kim Reynolds.

Alpha Nu Omega’s Papa Pireku (right) accepts the fraternity’s  
Governor’s Volunteer Award from Lt. Gov. Kim Reynolds.

Laura Tackenberg (left) and Heather Lewis accept EYE’s Governor’s Volunteer Award from  
Lt. Governor Kim Reynolds.

Seven Upper Iowa student groups, including the Peacock men’s 
basketball and women’s volleyball teams, were honored at the 
2013	Governor’s	Volunteer	Awards	ceremony	in	June	for	their	
contributions and involvement in the fayette community and 
surrounding area.

Alpha Nu Omega, EYE Organization, Phi Beta Delta and the 
Science Environmental Club were all nominated by the Iowa 
Department of Transportation for their consistent roadside 
assistance. They help maintain cleanliness of public areas and 
highways by picking up trash.

UIU’s Director of Student Leadership and Adventure Daryl 
Grove, along with Director of Student Activities Amy Tucker, 

nominated Beta Theta Omega for coordinating an empowering 
Women’s Leadership Week, a staple program at Upper Iowa 
University for the past 11 years. The Peacock men’s basketball 
team and women’s volleyball team were also honored for their 
assistance and involvement with local youths and elementary 
schools. 

“We are pleased to recognize these student groups,” said 
Grove. “They truly deserve this honor for their efforts and 
participation in civic engagement.”

Not pictured are the Peacock men’s basketball team and the 
Science Environmental Club.   
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PEACOCK ATHlETICs

The wrestling team placed fifth at this year’s NCAA Division II 
Championships, led by four All-Americans, including national 
runner-up Blake sorensen and two-time third place winner, 
Carl Broghammer. Mitchell schultz and Bryce lumzy both 
claimed	sixth	place	finishes	at	184	and	157	pounds,	respectively,	
after each reached the championship semifinals. The fifth place 
finish	in	2013	marked	the	fourth	straight	year	that	Upper	Iowa	
has finished in the top six at the NCAA Championships. 

UIU tied for sixth last year after claiming the fourth place trophy 
in 2011 and a third place trophy in 2010.

	The	team	finished	fourth	in	the	2012-13	Division	II	All-
Academic Wrestling Teams Top 20 presented by the National 
Wrestling Coaches Association NWCA, thanks to a team grade 
point	average	of	3.258.	The	honor	marks	the	fifth	time	in	the	last	
eight years that the team has been in the Top 20. The NWCA 
also cited seven Peacock student-athletes who earned individual 
honors for the year. Broghammer, Wade Gobin and Schultz 
were all named to the first team, while Chris Paulus earned 
second team honors. Three more Peacocks carved out a spot 
on the honorable mention, list including Trevor Duke, Travis 
Jensen and Matt Paulus. Gobin and Schultz are now four-time 
members of the NWCA Division II All-Academic Team, while 
Broghammer has been selected three times and Duke has been 
named twice. Broghammer, Duke, Gobin, Schultz and Chris 
Paulus were all named to the NSIC All-Academic Team as well.

The Peacocks placed second at the NCAA Super Regional Three, 
which Upper Iowa hosted in Waterloo, to send six to the NCAA 
Championships. five Upper Iowa wrestlers earned NSIC All-
Conference honors led by Broghammer’s first Team selection. 
Trevor Franklin	(two-time	NCAA	champion	and	three-time	
NCAA	regional	champion),	Lumzy,	Sorensen	and	Schultz	earned	
Second Team honors.

UIU wrestlers end with strong finish

The Upper Iowa wrestling team sent six national qualifiers to the NCAA Division II Championships in 
Birmingham, Ala.  Front, redshirt-senior Wade Gobin, sophomore Blake Sorensen, redshirt-senior Bryce Lumzy, 
redshirt-senior Trevor Franklin, redshirt-senior Mitchell Shultz, redshirt-junior Carl Broghammer.

The women’s basketball team more than doubled its win total 
from a year ago this season earning seven wins and falling by 
less	than	nine	points	in	nine	other	contests.	Upper	Iowa	(7-23,	
4-18	NSIC)	said	good-bye	to	a	pair	of	seniors	in	Jen Herrick 
and Chelsea Garcia, but will return five of its top six scorers 
next season. Sophomore Whitney Kieffer was named to the 
All-NSIC first team and the All-NSIC defensive team, while 
freshman Carly Pagel took her place on the All-NSIC freshman 
Team and was named the NSIC’s freshman of the Year.

Kieffer started every game this season, marking the second 
straight year of perfect attendance at the opening jump ball.  
Kieffer	averaged	18.7	points	per	game,	ranking	15th in the 
nation and third in the NSIC as she racked up 560 points on 
the	year,	the	second	highest	total	in	Peacock	history;	Christel 
Brown	netted	579	points	during	the	1985-86	season.		For	her	
career,	Kieffer	has	scored	971	points	and	is	just	29	points	shy	
of becoming the 11th women’s basketball player to reach the 

1,000-point	plateau.	The	guard	averaged	7.4	rebounds	per	game,	
ranking 10th in the NSIC and included the NSIC’s third-best 
total	in	offensive	boards	per	contest	with	3.3.	Carly Pagel had 
her first year with Upper Iowa cut a few games short after a 
season-ending knee injury. She started all 26 games that she 
played,	averaging	11.5	points	and	7.0	rebounds	per	game.	

Women’s basketball forges ahead

Women’s UIU Basketball Team, left to right:  Sam Thrapp, Lindsay Carroll, Laura TerHark, Chelsea Garcia,  Whitney Kieffer,  
Britani Nolkemper, Carissa Nelson, Jennifer Herrick,  Olivia Meier,  Olivia Winkler,  Lauren Buck,  Carly Pagel,  Ashlee Bailey.30      uiu.edu     Fall 2013

The softball team enjoyed its greatest season in NCAA Division II under the leadership 
of head coach Annie Van Wetzinga. The team posted record numbers in Division II play 
and finished the season with 28 victories, tying the program record. It captured 10 more 
victories than last season. Following a 15-7 conference season, the Peacocks earned the 
fifth seed in the NSIC Softball Tournament, making the tournament for just the third time in 
seven seasons and the first time in four years. The Peacocks’ season came to an end in the 
tournament losing back-to-back games to Minot State and Wayne State, and finishing the 
year with a 28-16 overall record. 

Many players enjoyed individual success this past season as the team posted a .333 batting 
average. Freshman pitcher and designated player Jacqueline Flood racked up 31 RBIs 
and double-digit victories from the rubber en route to NSIC Freshman of the Year honors. 
Outfielders Bailee Haberman, Hailley Haning and Whitney Williams and catcher 
Tara Duran were also honored as each one picked up All-NSIC Second Team honors. 
Haning set a new single-season record for runs batted in with 39, while freshman pitcher 
Brooke Redmond finished the year with the second-most wins in school history (14) and 
earned the NSIC Pitcher of the Week award on March 25. The team honored three seniors, 
Rachael Anello, Haberman and Haning, during the final home games of the spring.

Women’s softball enjoys great season

The men’s basketball team, which was picked to tie for 12th in 
the Northern Sun and seventh in the south division, exceeded 
many expectations and reached the regional tournament for the 
first time since moving up to NCAA Division II in the summer 
of 2005. The team finished the season with a 20-12 overall 
record – three wins shy of tying the school record – and a 
14-8 NSIC record. They also racked up a 12-4 road record 
and recorded the most weekend sweeps on the road during 
a	season	(3)	since	UIU	joined	the	NSIC.	The	team,	which	
was ranked as high as sixth in the Central Region during the 
season, tied for fifth in the overall NSIC standings and placed 
fourth in the NSIC South. 

UIU won its first NSIC men’s basketball tournament game at 
home	on	February	27	against	Minot	State	before	knocking	
off St. Cloud State, the top-seed in the North Division, to 
move into the semifinals. The squad came up short against 
Bemidji State in Rochester, Minn., losing by three, but the 
season was not quite over. following the NSIC Tournament, 
UIU earned its first invite to the NCAA Division II Central 
Regional, but lost the quarterfinal matchup to Augustana. 
Tucker Wentzien, a senior post, led the team and finished his 
four-year career with 1,269 points, which ranks 12th all-time. 
After	leading	the	team	in	scoring	(14.5	ppg)	and	rebounding	
(6.3	rpg),	Wentzien	was	named	to	the	All-NSIC	First	Team	

and the NABC All-District Second Team. Wentzien, along with 
Cedric Collins, sam Elgin, Jake Hughes and Jake shonka, 
all wrapped up their playing careers at Upper Iowa this past 
season. 

Men’s basketball exceeds expectations

Top to bottom, left to right - back row:  Brooklyn Koranda, Jenna Hermsen, Erica Kirgan, Mara Jones, Jacqueline 
Flood, Hailley Haning, Whitney Williams. Middle row:  Madie Wilkin, Maggie Bergeson, Casey Musgrave, 
Rachael Anello, Katie Mnichowicz, Lauren Marlinghaus, Bailee Haberman. Front row:  Adrienna Olson, Kayla 
Bergman, Tara Duran, Brooke Redmond, Emilie Stirling.
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Left to right, top to bottom:  J.D. White, David Smith, Connor Schabel, Brock Babcock, Bo Pagel. Back row:  Logan Johnson,  
Jake Shonka, Sam Elgin, Tucker Wentzien, Shohei Akayama, Jordan Hay, Jessie Big Knife, Mike Lafrenz, Cedric Collins. Front:  
Trevor Hook, Turner Wentzien,  Jake Hughes,  Grant Lang, Cody Lange, Kierre Ogbonna, Joey Woods, Nick Soyer, Coach Brian 
Dolan, Coach Keven Bradley, Coach Alex Huisman.



PEACOCK ATHlETICsHall of Fame – Class of 2013 
Five Peacock athletes will be inducted into the UIU Athletic Hall of Fame this fall. The Class of 
2013 honorees will be honored during the Hall of Fame Banquet during Homecoming. The 
banquet begins at 6:30 p.m. on Friday, October 11. 

Walida (Hawkins) Hewitt (Athlete) – Graduated 1997; 
Elementary Education
•	 Four-time	Women’s	Basketball	Letter	Winner	(1993-97)
•	 Two-time	All-Iowa	Intercollegiate	Athletic	Conference
•	 Second	Team	in	1993-94	and	1995-96
•	 Member	of	1,000-Point	Club	–	First	junior	to	reach	club
•	 Currently	second	in	points	all-time	with	1,424
•	 Current	leader	in	career	assists	with	415
•	 Presently	an	elementary	education	teacher	in	Irving,	Texas

James (Jim) Parsons (Athlete) – Graduated 1973; 
Physical Education
•	 Four-time	Baseball	Letter	Winner	(1970-73)
•	 Two-time	All-Iowa	Intercollegiate	Athletic	Conference	Pitcher
•	 First Team in 1972 / Second Team in 1970
•	 NAIA	District	15	First	Team	Pitcher	in	1972
•	 UIU’s	No.	1	Pitcher	for	IIAC	Championships	in	1972	and	1973
•	 Set	and	holds	the	Upper	Iowa	record	for	season’s	ERA	of	0.72	(1972)
•	 In	1972,	Parsons	allowed	just	14	hits	to	137	batters	faced

Jason Kesten (Athlete) – Graduated 1993;  
social science major
•	 Football	letter	winner	(1989-92)
•	 Captain	of	football	team,	1992
•	 1992	–	First	Team	IIAC	Tight	end
•	 1992	–	Honorable	All-American	Tight	end
•	 Records	(Top	10	in	Seven	Categories):	receptions	in	one	game:	13	–	1992	(2nd), receptions 

in a season: 64 – 1992 (4th), yards receiving: 880 – 1992 (4th), touchdown receptions in a 
season: 11 – 1992 (5th), receptions in a career: 104  – 1989-92 (7th), yards receiving in a 
career: 1,427 – 1989-92 (7th), touchdowns in a career: 17 – 1989-92 (5th)

•	 Presently	a	teacher	and	coach,	resides	in	Mason	City,	Iowa

Kevin ruhnke (Athlete) – Graduated 1980;  
Physical Education
•	 Wrestling	letter	winner	(1976-79)
•	 IIAC	Champion	in	1979	–	158	lb.
•	 National	Qualifier	in	1977,	1978,	1979
•	 Third	place	at	NCAA	DIII	in	1979	to	gain	All-American	honors

Chad Kohagen (Athlete) – Graduated 1997;  
Physical Education
•	 Three-year	Letter	winner	(1994-96)
•	 	IIAC	All-Conference	Three	Times
•	 1994	and	1995	Linebacker	–	Second	Team
•	 1996	Linebacker	–	First	Team
•	 Presently	a	teacher,	coach,	activity	coordinator	and	principal	of	Oelwein	High	School,		 	

Oelwein, Iowa

Men’s baseball 
The baseball team ended its season 14-25 overall and 6-16 in 
the Northern Sun conference. The team went 2-11 in games 
decided by two runs or less and 0-9 in one-run games. The 
team also had 14 games cancelled due to the rough spring 
weather.	As	a	group,	UIU	hit	.310	and	slugged	.397.	

Tyler Adams was named to the All-NSIC first team for the 
second straight year and remains the sixth UIU baseball 
player to earn first Team honors at the NCAA Division II 
level, but is now the first to have earned the honor two times. 
The	junior	hit	.395,	tied	for	the	fifth	highest	in	the	NSIC,	
after	starting	all	39	games	for	Upper	Iowa	in	centerfield.	His	
58 hits are the third highest tally in the conference, and his 
1.49 hits per game are tops among hitters in the league. The 
Onalaska, Wis., native was second in the NSIC in walks with 
23	and	registered	a	.480	on-base	percentage,	tied	for	second	
highest in the NSIC. Adams slugged .456 this season, thanks 
to	five	doubles	and	two	triples,	and	drove	in	17	runners	
while	crossing	the	plate	32	times.	He	also	earned	a	spot	on	
the Gold Glove Team for the second straight year. In 111 
chances, Adams made 101 putouts and registered eight 
assists with just two errors.

Martin Valdez dazzled in his first season and was named 
the NSIC Newcomer of the Year. He also earned a spot on 
the All-NSIC Second Team after posting a 5-1 record with 
an earned run average of 2.18, fifth lowest in the NSIC, 
through	53.2	innings	this	season.	Valdez	appeared	in	eight	
games	starting	seven	of	them,	and	averaged	6.71	innings	per	
start, the NSIC’s highest average. 

Mike Henrichs also had a banner year for the team. The 
senior	hit	.391	for	the	year	and	recorded	a	.503	on-base	
percentage,	the	highest	mark	in	the	NSIC,	and	a	.571	slugging	
percentage with 10 doubles, a triple and four homers.
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Peacock Seniors: Mike Henrichs, Will Loza, Rory Kolo, Andrew Kraus, Ryan Brown, Eric Anderson and  
Akira Sawamara.

Women’s golf
Led by freshman Christy Nelson, the 
women’s golf team finished fifth at the NSIC 
Championships in April. UIU wrapped up 
its	regular	season	with	a	team	score	of	343,	
climbing within four strokes of fourth place. 
Nelson finished 11th	in	the	field	of	76	golfers,	while	leading	
the Peacocks during the season with an 84.6 scoring average. 
Nelson	also	earned	the	team’s	lowest	total	of	the	season	(74)	at	
the	UIU	Spring	Invite	on	April	7,	which	was	tied	for	the	13th 
lowest	total	in	the	NSIC	during	2013.	

Jackie Berry was the lone senior on the team, and the Peacocks 
will	return	six	letter	winners	for	2013-14.

Men’s golf
Two seniors, Jared Elsen 
and Jake Nelson, helped 
lead the men’s golf team to a 
10th place finish at the NSIC 
Championships in April. Elsen 
finished second on the team in 
2013	with	a	78.4	scoring	average,	
while Nelson finished third 
with	a	79.3	average.	Sophomore	
landon Vinger had his best 
rounds	in	the	fall,	where	he	carried	a	76.6	scoring	average;	
during the spring’s six rounds, his scoring average increased by 
a stroke but remained as the team’s low average. Vinger had the 
best finish at the NSIC Championships, which was played on a 
pair of weekends in the fall and spring, with a combined score 
of	325	(t-26th).	Nelson’s	331	wasn’t	far	behind	as	he	placed	33rd 
in	a	field	of	70	golfers.

Women’s tennis
New head coach Joey J. Barnes led the team 
to a fifth-place finish in the NSIC with a 6-6 
mark in league matches in his first spring. The 
squad was led by senior Karli loewecke, who 
was	9-3	at	#1	singles	and	11-4	at	#1	doubles	
with Paige Olson in the NSIC. The team 
finished the year at 6-15 overall. Along with Loewecke, the 
team also graduated Meredith Worrall.

The future is bright

NsIC women’s basketball freshman of the year
Carly Pagel was named the NSIC Freshman of the Year after shooting 
47.8 percent (119-249) from the floor and adding 61 makes at the free 
throw line in 104 chances; her field goal percentage ranked sixth-best 
among NSIC individuals. The freshman post recorded two double-doubles 
and posted season highs in points with 22 at the University of Mary and in 
rebounds with 16 at Southwest Minnesota State University. In NSIC-only 
games, Pagel was 19th in scoring with 12.5 points per game and 13th in 
rebounding with 7.2 boards per game. Included in her solid rebounding 
was 2.8 offensive boards a night, which ranked sixth in the conference.

NsIC softball freshman of the year
Jacqueline Flood put together a tremendous season as a 
designated player and pitcher for the Peacocks. The rookie started 
all 44 games as the designated player or pitcher, making 23 
appearances in the pitching circle. 

At the plate, Flood hit .326 with 46 hits, including seven doubles, 
a triple and four home runs. Flood registered a .475 slugging 
percentage, while driving in 31 runs and crossing the plate 25 
times. On the rubber, Flood posted a 10-5 record this season with a 
3.77 earned run average. 

In NSIC games only, she hit .403 and slugged .569 with 16 RBIs and 17 runs scored. In the 
circle during NSIC contests, the right-hander went 6-3 with a 3.08 ERA, striking out 38 and 
holding opponents to a .256 batting average. Flood had 13 multi-hit games, including nine 
with two hits and four with three hits. She also registered eight multi-RBI games, driving in 
two runners six times and plating three runners two times.

NsIC newcomer of the year
Junior Martin Valdez was named the NSIC Baseball Newcomer 
of the Year; UIU’s ace recorded five complete games and three 
shutouts. His strikeout to walk ratio was more than 4:1 with 59 k’s, 
sixth most in the NSIC, and he only handed out 14 free passes on the 
year. Valdez averaged 9.89 strikeouts per game, eighth highest in 
the NSIC. The junior also held opponents to a .226 batting average, 
eighth lowest in the NSIC, on just 45 hits while allowing only 13 
earned runs, seventh fewest in the NSIC.

The Baldwin Park, Calif., native’s two most impressive starts came in Fayette against 
Northern State (4/4/13) and Bemidji State (4/20/13). In both games, Valdez threw nine 
innings and earned a complete game shutout. Against the Wolves, he allowed four hits, 
while striking out nine and walking just two. In his start against the Beavers, Valdez went 
the distance, giving up six hits while striking out 11 and walking just one. His other shutout 
victory came in Florida against Ohio Valley (3/11/13), where he scattered three hits and 
struck out nine with no walks.

Karli Loewecke

Christy Nelson

Jake Nelson Jared Elsen
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Randy Thomas, associate professor of accounting, was re-elected to serve a 
second term as president of the Waterloo/Cedar Falls Chapter of the Institute of 
Management Accountants (IMA). He is also a member of IMA’s “25-Year Club,” 
having joined in 1988.

Dr. Thomas Jorsch, assistant professor of history, was one of a select group of 
faculty members nationwide chosen to participate in a special American history 
seminar on the Gilded Age – the long period from the end of the Civil War to 
roughly  the turn of the 20th century – which was held this summer at Stanford 
University in Stanford, Calif.

Dr. Nick Serra, professor of English, chaired two panels and presented, “Enfolded, 
Subsumed and Devoured: Yeats’ Archetype of the Divine Feminine,” at Ireland and 
Scotland: Conflicts and Cross Currents, the 10th annual North East Irish Cultural 
Network conference at the University of Sunderland in Sunderland, UK. 

Virginia Wangerin, assistant professor of nursing at the UIU Des Moines Center, was featured in 
the Des Moines Register special section dedicated to Nurses Week. Upper Iowa University’s RN-BSN 
program was highlighted in several articles in the section. Dr. sheryl Juve, UIU director of nursing, 
was also featured in the article. To view the special section, go to www.desmoinesregister.com/
section/nursesweek. Wangerin was also a contributing author to Illustrated Study Guide for the 
NCLEX-RN Exam, by JoAnn Zerwekh.

Dr. Kevin Mackin, assistant professor of education and Master of Education 
chair, presented a paper, “The Impact of Student Teaching on Teacher Self-Efficacy: 
Throwing Conventional Wisdom out the Window,” at the Center for Scholastic Inquiry 
International Research Conference in Phoenix, Ariz.

Rob Curran, faculty member at the UIU-Madison Center, had his first peer-reviewed paper titled, 
Improvement of Dairy Forage and Manure Management to Reduce Environmental Risk, published by 
the USDA.

Tracy Green, UIU online faculty, had a book, Dictionary of Global Sustainability, published 
by McGraw Hill, and is a contributing author in the book titled Encyclopedia of New Venture 
Management, published by Sage Publications.

Dr. Ryan McGeough, assistant professor of communications, had a paper accepted 
for publication in Jim Kuypers’ Rhetorical Criticism: Theory, Practice and Pedagogy. 
It was titled, “Endless Talk: The Purpose, Practice and Pedagogy of the Rhetorical 
Conversation.” Two of his papers, “Online Argument Communities: The Writable 
Web and the Future of Democratic Citizenship” and “Public Memory, Irony and 

Transcendence: Contesting Communal Narratives of the Vietnam War,” were competitively selected for 
presentation at the annual convention of the National Communication Association. McGeough also 
presented a paper, “Perspective by Perspectives: Irony and the Creation of the Comic,” during the panel 
discussion Theorizing Burke’s Four Master Tropes at the Southern States Communication Association.

Dr. Sarahh Scher, assistant professor of art, had an article, “Makers of Masculinity: 
Phallic Representation in Moche Art,” published in the Bulletin de I’Institut FranÇais 
d’Études Andines. She also was named the chair of the Art Department for the UIU 
School of Liberal Arts.

Mary Staniger, assistant professor of mathematics, had an article, “Math Teachers 
Speak Out About Important Technology Needs,” published in the College & University 
Media Review. She also presented “Create a Digital Notebook for Your Course” at 
the Iowa Council of Teachers of Mathematics Conference in Des Moines, Iowa; 
“Actively Engage Your Students with Tablet Computers” at the Technology Integration 

Conference for AEA1 held on the Fayette campus; and “Actively Engage Your Students with Tablet 
Computers, Digital Notebooks, and Course Management Systems,” at the National Council of Teachers 
of Mathematics Annual Conference in Philadelphia, Penn. Staniger was also the recipient of the UIU 
President’s Teaching with Technology grant, “Tablet PC Lab to Improve Assessment of the Student 
Mathematics Learning Outcome.”

Dr. W. Lou Tetlan, faculty member at the UIU-Madison Center, had a manuscript, “Applying 
Design to Learning: Cognitive Science Research Supports Visual Language Principles in the Design 
of Effective Educational Reading Materials,” accepted for publication in DRS//cumulus Oslo 2013 by 
academic publisher ABMmedia. She also presented, “A Primer on Cognitive-Based Information Design 
(CID) Formats,” at the National Art Education Association in Fort Worth, Texas, and “Introduction to 
CID Formats” at the American Institute of Graphic Arts in Madison, Wis., as well as “Symposium: The 
Next Generation of 2D Graphic Design,” at the second annual International Conference for Design 
Education Researchers in Oslo, Norway.

Dr. Margaret Vaughan, faculty member at the UIU-Madison Center, had a short essay, “Online 
Education and its Fundamental Differences for Learning Compared to the Classroom as a Physical 
Place,” published in the journal On Campus.

Dr. Graeme Armstrong, assistant professor of education/MHEA coordinator  
(Des Moines), and Dr. Jerry Poppe, associate professor of public administration/MPA 
coordinator (Milwaukee), presented “How to Build a Graduate School” at the annual 
meeting of the Association for Continuing Higher Education in Austin, Texas. Armstrong 
was inducted into Epsilon Sigma, the senior scholastic honors society of Simpson 

College located in Indianola, Iowa. In October 2012, Armstrong was appointed as a peer corps review 
(AQIP) for the North Central Association of Colleges and Schools of the Higher Learning Commission.

Barb Ehlers, assistant professor of education, presented to the North American 
Association of Environmental Educators “Environmental Issues Instruction: Literature 
Use and NSTA’s Cross-Cutting Concepts” in Oakland, Calif. She was also the recipient 
of two grants - one from the Resource Enhancement and Protection Conservation 
Education Program and the second from the Living Roadways Trust Fund - for 

Environmental Issues Instruction (eii) workshops, graduate level professional development for 
teachers. Ehlers also conducted two eii workshops for teachers titled, “Wildlife of Prairie Roadsides.” 
She was also reelected as cochair of the Iowa Conservation Education Coalition.

Dr. Dawn Jacobsen, assistant professor of education, defended her dissertation, 
“Assistive Technology for Students with Disabilities: Resources and Challenges 
Encountered by Teachers,” and graduated with a doctorate in special education from 
the universtiy of Northern Iowa in December 2012. She was also selected by the 
Iowa Special Education Advisory Board to present to the State Board of Education 

of Iowa on the shortage of special education teachers and the challenges of the special education 
system in Iowa. 

Dr. Janet Kehe, professor of education, and Dr. Gina Kuker, associate professor of education, 
presented at the Technology Integration for Classrooms Conference held on the UIU Fayette 
campus. Last fall, they presented “Using Web 2.0 to Teach Social Studies Content” at the Great Lakes 
Council for Social Studies Conference in Altoona, Iowa, and “Using Web 2.0 to Teach Social Studies 
Comprehension” at the National Social Science Association Fall Conference in Albuquerque, N.M.

Walt Schrepel, online faculty member, presented “Adding up the Numbers the Right Way: 
Defending the Virtue Ethics as the Preferred Approach to Analyzing the Scandalous Behavior by 
Accountants During the Enron and Arthur Andersen Affair” to the Association of Government 
Accountants Kansas City Chapter in Overland Park, Kan.

FACUlTY NOTEs
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Dr. Jennifer Stoffel, assistant professor of biology, presented a poster, “Ecology Education in the 
Postsecondary Setting: Opportunities Abound for Integration and Transference,” coauthored by 
Dr. Nigel George, associate professor of mathematics and physics, Dr. Katherine McCarville, 
associate professor of geosciences, Dr. Jeffrey Butikofer, associate professor of environmental 
science, and Dr. Kerry Opel, assistant professor of forensic science, at the 97th annual meeting 
of the Ecological Society of America in Portland, Ore. Stoffel was also invited to be a conference 
participant at the Non-Majors Biology Leadership Conference held at Pearson in Seattle, Wash.

Amy Tucker, director of student activities, was selected to present her abstract, “Reality Check: 
Social Media and Student Leaders,” at the Fall 2012 Iowa Student Personnel Association Conference 
in Grinnell, Iowa.

Dr. Betty J. Whitesell, dean of faculty, copresented a coauthored article, 
“Creating High-tech Learning Spaces: Enhancing On-ground Environments 
Without Destroying an Institution’s Budget,” at the Higher Education Teaching and 
Learning Association International Conference in Orlando, Fla.

Dr. Billie Cowley, assistant professor of education, defended her dissertation, 
“Effects of One-to-One Computing for Students with Disabilities in an Inclusive 
Language Arts Class,” and graduated in May 2013 from the University of Northern 
Iowa in Cedar Falls, Iowa, with a doctorate in special education.

Tracy Griffith, academic advisor at the UIU-Milwaukee Center, was recently elected chairman for 
a two-year term by the members of the Advising Adult Learners Commission of NACADA (National 
Academic Advising Association).

Dr. Helen Proeber, faculty member from the UIU-Blackhawk Center, earned a doctorate of 
education degree with a specialization in leadership and management from Capella University.

Dr. Michael Wagner, faculty member from the UIU-Milwaukee Center, earned a Ph.D. from the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison.

Dr. Melle Starsen, assistant professor of communication, was granted tenure by the UIU Board of 
Trustees in May 2013. Her doctoral dissertation research, “Cool to be cruel: Mean-spiritedness in 21st 
century American children’s TV sitcoms,” was published in the International Journal of New Media, 

Technology and the Arts in August 2013, and was accepted for publication by the 
Journal of Children and Media in a juried call for papers. Starsen also presented 
“Hidden Messages: The archetypes of blaxploitation films” at the Manchester 
University Conference in Manchester, UK, May 2013. She also had a research paper 
accepted at the Children’s Media Conference in July 2013. Her research paper, 

“Victim or exterminator: The treatment of women as female avenger archetype in blaxploitation 
films, was accepted at the 3rd Global Conference on Gender at Oxford University, UK. She 
presented her research paper, “The metamorphosis of modern television news into ‘entertainment 
propaganda,’ ” at the Midwest Popular Culture Association’s juried conference in Columbus, Ohio, in 
October 2012 and at the Political Studies Association Media and Politics Annual Conference at the 
University of Bedfordshire, Luton, England, in November 2012. She also is awaiting approval on 
her research paper, “U.S. coverage of the presidential election 2008: Not ‘newstainment’ but strictly 
propaganda,” which was accepted for academic conference at Brighton University, UK. Starsen 
had a research paper accepted at a juried conference in Athens, Greece, but declined because of 
the current presence of riots and violence in the country. The paper was titled, “Sang noir’: The 
cult director and breaking the hold of postmodernism in the films of Robert Rodriguez, Stephen 
Soderbergh and Quentin Tarantino.”

Daryl Fortin, faculty member in the self-paced degree program (formerly Independent Study), 
retired after 27 years of service.

Angela Leete, associate professor of athletic training and director of athletic training, has been 
chosen as a site visitor for the Commission on Accreditation of Athletic Training Education for 2014.

Jerry Wadian, associate professor of speech, retired from Upper Iowa University after 42 years of teaching. 

Dr. Katherine McCarville, associate professor of geosciences, was the first 
faculty member to be recognized with the “Excellence in Mentoring Award” 
from among 14 institutions in the newly formed IINSPIRE LSAMP Alliance for 
Minority Participation in Iowa, western Illinois and eastern Nebraska. She was also 
invited to join the board of directors for Iowa Rivers Revival, the only statewide 

organization committed to protecting Iowa’s rivers and streams through education and advocacy.

Dr. Jeffrey Butikofer, associate professor of environmental sciences, submitted 
a grant to enhance student learning in astronomy at Upper Iowa with hands-on 
application of telescope accessory technology, which was funded through the UIU 
Teaching with Technology program.

Dr. Rick Klann, Delano Professor of Science, received the following grants: Water Quality Monitoring of 
Nutting Creek; Water Quality Monitoring of Hickory Creek; Water Quality Monitoring of the North Fork of 
the Maquoketa River; Nutrient Levels in Tile Effluent in the North Fork of the Maquoketa River Watershed; 
and Effectiveness of Bioreactors at Removing Nitrates from Tile Effluent. Klann was invited by his alma 
mater, Westminster College, to serve on a panel examining “A Tradition of Science at Westminster College.”

Mohammad Manzoor Murshed, associate professor of management 
information systems, presented and published a paper at the International 
Conference on Computer Science and Computational Mathematics, Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia (ICCSCM 2013). The title of his paper was “Permutation Flowshop 
Scheduling With Hybrid Heuristic Algorithm.” This paper was based on his current 

research on computer algorithms at the University of Iowa in Iowa City, Iowa. Part of the research 
work was funded by the Upper Iowa University summer faculty stipend last year.
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Faculty in the Andres School of Education at Upper Iowa University hosted some Iowa legislators recently 
for a discussion session. Iowa Sen. Mike Breitbach and Brian Schoenjahn and Reps. Roger Thomas and Bruce 
Bearinger spoke at length with faculty and students about the educational issues that are being discussed 
in the Iowa House and Senate. These issues include the Science, Technology, Engineering, Mathematics 
(STEM) initiative, education reform, and attracting and keeping teachers in Iowa.

Face-to-face with legislators over education issues



Message from the Advancement and Alumni Office

David	Vaudt	’76,	Upper	Iowa	alumnus	and	former	auditor	for	the	State	of	Iowa,	received	a	prestigious	
award at the annual conference for the Association of Business and Industry. The “Leadership for Iowa 
Award” is presented to Leadership Iowa alumni who have conssistently shown commitment to the state of 
Iowa and are known to be “leaders among leaders.” 

Vaudt, who graduated from Upper Iowa University with a bachelor’s degree in accounting, is a certified 
public accountant. He began his new role as chairman of the Governmental Accounting Standards Board 
(GASB)	on	July	1.	He	joins	the	GASB	after	having	served	as	president	of	the	National	State	Auditors	
Association, chair of the National Association of State Boards of Accountancy and chair of the Iowa 
Accountancy Examining Board.

Vaudt ’76 receives ‘leadership for Iowa’ honors
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fund raising for Upper Iowa University each year includes one of the most challenging and enjoyable activities – riding RAGBRAI 
with Team Peacock. We recently returned from a week on the road with over 40 other members of the team, each one riding for a 
cause that was near and dear to them.  

This year’s RAGBRAI journey took us from Council Bluffs to fort Madison with many stops in between. Team members included 
alumni, faculty, staff, Board of Trustee members, friends of UIU, President Duffy and 
even the UIU softball team!  Riders rode for a cause this year, with nearly $40,000 raised 
for a wide variety of scholarships and programming. You can learn more about Team 
Peacock and its fundraising by visiting razoo.com/team/2013teampeacock.

One of the best things about riding RAGBRAI is crossing paths with fellow Peacocks 
along the ride.  This being our ninth consecutive year as a team on RAGBRAI, it never 
ceases to amaze just how many Peacocks are encountered as we traverse the state.  
On	RAGBRAI,	another	Peacock	may	just	be	around	the	corner	(or	atop	the	next	hill)!	 
Look for Team Peacock again next year as we celebrate our 10th year on RAGBRAI! Andrew Wenthe, MHEA, ‘12
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Jim Hubka ‘99 in Van Meter. Jeff Ahlers ‘95 in Oskaloosa.

Alumni Office moves

The Advancement and Alumni  

Office has relocated to Parker-fox

Hall as UIU creates a campus 

welcome center for alumni and 

prospective students. Contact 

information remains the

same. Be sure to stop

by and visit. 

1960s
1940s 1970sMarian (Davis), ’42, and Arthur “Art” Sensor, ’46, Muscatine, IA, celebrated their 
69th wedding anniversary in January 2013. They were married Jan. 8, 1944, and they 
have four children, eight grandchildren and seven great-grandchildren. Art and Marian 
were both educators in northeast Iowa, and Art was superintendent of schools in Stanley, 
Oelwein and Muscatine, Iowa.

Steve Mullan, ’61, Newton, IA, has been retired from teaching at Newton High School 
since 1998. He and his wife, Mary, have been running their own printing business since his 
retirement. He is also serving his second four-year term on the Newton City Council. Steve 
and Mary have been married for 34 years.

Gene Klinge, ’62, Harpers Ferry, IA, became the seventh girls’ basketball coach in high 
school history to achieve 1,000 victories on January 31, 2013, when his Waukon team 
defeated MFL-MarMac of Monona. Klinge coached girls’ basketball at West Central High 
School, Maynard, for 41 years, making 12 state tournament appearances. He guided his 
Waukon team to the Class 3A state championship in his first year as coach (2003-04), 
and has made three more trips to the state tournament. Klinge became Iowa’s winningest 
girls’ basketball coach in 2010 with 939 wins, and his record as of Feb. 18, 2013, was 
1001-240 in 51 seasons. He was one of two recipients of the 2011 Morgan Wootten Award 
for Lifetime Achievement in Coaching High School Basketball. He is a 1990 inductee into 
Upper Iowa University’s Athletics Hall of Fame.

Del Hughes, ’69, West Branch, IA, was inducted into the 2013 Iowa High School Athletic 
Association’s Officials Hall of Fame at the State Wrestling Championships in Des Moines. 
Hughes retired last year after 43 years of officiating wrestling, both at the high school 
and college levels. During his career, he also taught high school physical education and 
accounting, and coached wrestling and football. Hughes began officiating while he was 
still coaching. He also coached college wrestling, including junior colleges, the National 
Association of Intercollegiate Athletics and Division I schools. In 1999, Hughes was 
inducted into the Iowa High School Wrestling Hall of Fame and the National Wrestling Hall 
of Fame. West Branch Wrestling gives an award in his name to recognize its biggest fans. 
He was inducted into the Upper Iowa University Athletics Hall of Fame in 1985. At UIU, he 
was an all-conference football player and a three-time conference champion in wrestling 
at 177 pounds. He earned two fifth-place national finishes in 1968 and 1969.

Eugene Meister, ’69, Algona, IA, retired on August 1 as president of the Bishop Garrigan 
Catholic School System, Algona. Meister served as president for the past 17 years. He held 
positions at Cherokee, Boxholm and Bancroft-St. John’s prior to coming to Bishop Garrigan 
in 1988.

Mary (Putnam) Adams, ’70, Jesup, Iowa, retired in July as a trust officer with Regions 
Bank, Waterloo, IA, after 30 years with the bank. Previous to her banking career, Adams 
taught third grade in the Eastern Allamakee Community School District, Waukon, IA, for 
two years and taught fifth and sixth grade math and social studies in the Santa Rosa 
County school system in Milton, FL, for three years. She plans to travel as much as possible 
in the coming years. She has two grown children and a stepson. Her husband passed away 
a year ago after a courageous battle with cancer.

Jim Squiers, ’71, Bellevue, IA, was inducted into the 2013 Iowa High School Athletic 
Association Coaches Hall of Fame during the Iowa Boys State Basketball Championship 
games in Des Moines. He joins his brother, David Squiers, in the Hall. Squiers retired from 
Bellevue Marquette High School at the end of this school year, after four decades. He also is 
a 2010 Upper Iowa University Athletics Hall of Fame inductee.

1) Lowell Tiedt, ’71, Anamosa, IA (left), and Bruce Sigler, ’71, Centralia, MO, went 
bear hunting in Alberta, Canada, in May. During their weeklong trip between High Level, 
Alberta and Rainbow Lake, each of them got two black bears.

2) Robert Jacob ’72, Postville, IA, Kami McCready ‘09, Clermont, IA, and Kara 
Hanson, ‘14, Fayette, IA, UIU eLearning specialist, took The Bridge along on a missions 
trip made possible by a partnership between First Baptist Church in Elgin, Iowa, and Iglesia 
Monte Sion in Santa Ursula in Mexico City, Mexico. While there, the group helped build a 
school for that church, which opened Aug. 11, 2013.  

John “Chuck” Hoy, ’74, Mechanicsville, IA, has joined Schroeder & Associates in 
Mechanicsville as a property and casualty agent. Hoy recently received his property and 
casualty license. He previously owned his own contracting business. He and his wife have 
two adult children.

3) Charles, ’76, and Lynnette (Masters) Rochford, ’89, Oelwein, IA, took The Bridge 
on their trip to Italy for the International Distributors Meeting with Myrtha Pools USA. 
Among the many sites they visited was the Vatican in Rome. Lynnette is a first grade  
Title 1 teacher in the Oelwein School District, and Charlie is vice president of Pool Tech 
Midwest, Inc., a Midwest regional pool company in Cedar Rapids, Iowa.

Darla Gaskill, ’79, Manchester, IA, retired at the end of the 2013 school year after 
teaching English and speech classes for more than 30 years at West Delaware Schools 
in Manchester. In addition to teaching, she coached the high school speech teams. On 
May 21, she was featured on KWWL-TV’s “Someone You Should Know” for the positive 
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impact she has made on members of the West Delaware Speech Team. Students said she 
has changed their high school experience and their lives. Gaskill had planned to be an 
elementary teacher, but switched to speech when she got inspired by one of her theater 
professors at Upper Iowa. She hopes to volunteer part time at the high school next year. 
Gaskill and her husband, David ’78, plan to spend more time with their six grandchildren.

Lori Meyer, ’82, Mankato, MN, has been named one of four 2013 inductees to the 
National Fastpitch Coaches Association (NFCA) Hall of Fame. She is head softball coach 
at Minnesota State University, Mankato, and has coached a total of 1,507 games and 
racked up 927 wins during her 28-year tenure there, including three NCC titles, one NSIC 
title, 10 trips to the NCAA Division II National Tournament and two trips to the NCAA 
Championships. Her MSU Mavericks entered the 2013 season ranked 36th in all three NCAA 
divisions in career victories and 12th in NCAA Division II career wins. She has coached 
18 All-Americans, 71 All-Conference (NCC and NSIC) performers and 99 Academic All-
Conference recipients. Meyer serves as Minnesota State’s senior women’s administrator. 
She was inducted into the Upper Iowa University Athletics Hall of Fame in 2001.

Marty McKowen, ’83, Fairbank, IA, earned his 500th career boys’ basketball coaching 
win in January 2013 and was honored at this year’s Iowa High School Athletic Association 
boys’ state basketball tournament. He is the 35th Iowa coach to reach the 500-win plateau. 
McKowen is the head boys’ basketball coach at Wapsie Valley Community Schools and is 
in his 30th year of coaching, all at Wapsie Valley.  He also took his Class 1A Wapsie Valley 
Warriors to the 2013 state tournament. McKowen and his wife, Martha “Marti,” ’83, 
have three children Jon, ’02, Brooks and Brittney.

Eric Dettbarn, ’87, Monona, IA, took his MFL-MarMac boys’ basketball team to the 2013 
Iowa High School Athletic Association state tournament. The team finished fourth in Class 2A.

Michele Matt, ’87, West Des Moines, IA, was honored recently, along with her business, 
Inspiring Solutions, as an Inscape Publishing Ruby Award Winner. Inscape Publishing, 
Inc., is a leading developer of DiSC®-based corporate training and assessment solutions 
and a leading provider of assessment-driven classroom learning solutions.  In 2012, less 
than 2 percent of Inscape distributors earned the honor of Ruby Award. Since 1984 she 
has inspired thousands of people each year throughout the world, providing them with 
practical solutions for positive change – to get R.E.A.L. through Results, Engagement, 
Accountability and Leadership.

Robert “Chip” Faehling, ’89, Kewaskum, WI, was named the 2012 Hewlett-Packard 
Sales Rep of the Year for BCS Americas. Hewlett-Packard is the world’s largest technology 
solution provider of hardware, software and services. Faehling has been employed with HP 
for the past 15 years. He is also a member of UIU’s Athletics Hall of Fame, inducted in 2003.

Cindy Harris, ’89, Osage, IA, is the new human resources manager for Valent 
BioSciences. In her new position, Harris will be responsible for the human resources 
functions at the Osage plant, and is currently recruiting for many of the 89 positions in 
preparation for early 2014 start-up operations. She previously was employed as plant 
manager at Fox River Mills in Osage.

Marlita Greve, ’90, Bettendorf, IA, was recently appointed the new chief judge of Iowa’s 
7th Judicial District. Greve was first appointed to the bench in 2006 after 14 years in private 
practice in the areas of employment law, civil rights, personal injury and general civil 
litigation. She earned her law degree from the University of Iowa in 1992.

Becky Maher, ’91, Mingo, IA, retired as the Colfax-Mingo Middle School principal after 
32 years with the district. Her retirement coincided with the closing of the middle school 
building in Mingo due to budgetary concerns. Maher is looking forward to rewarding 
challenges and new opportunities, and continuing her relationship with the school district.

Don Bishop, ’92, Cedar Falls, IA, was named Iowa Collegiate Trainer of the Year by his 
peers in the Iowa Athletic Trainers’ Society (IATS). Bishop is director of athletic training 
services at University of Northern Iowa, Cedar Falls. He received the award – the state’s 
highest honor given to people in his profession – at a banquet June 2, 2013, at Loras 
College in Dubuque. Bishop has been at UNI for 13 years, and prior to that was head trainer 
at Upper Iowa University from 1994-2001. At UNI, Bishop is directly responsible for the 
health care of the men’s basketball team and supervision of 10 certified athletic trainers. 
He is also a clinical instructor within the UNI athletic training education program in which 
there are more than 100 undergraduate students seeking to become athletic trainers. 
Bishop is a member of the National Athletic Trainers’ Association (NATA), Mid-America 
Athletic Trainer’s Society, College Athletic Trainers’ Society, and the National Strength and 
Conditioning Association. He has served on the NATA College/University Athletic Training 
Student Committee since spring 1999 and has been an examiner for NATA Board of 
Certification Exam. Bishop and his wife, Sheri (Violett), ’92, have two daughters, Tori 
and Brianna. Sheri is development coordinator for the UNI Panther Scholarship Club.

4) Tom M. Conley, ’92, ‘97,Des Moines, IA, provided the keynote address at the annual 
West Des Moines Lions Club Honor Reception on April 30, 2013. This event was attended 
by more than 100 people and honored the graduating students who possess the top 30 
academic scores from Valley High School and Dowling Catholic High School, both in West 
Des Moines. Conley is the President & CEO of The Conley Group in Des Moines. He has 
earned three degrees from Upper Iowa University, including an MA in business leadership. 
He has earned 11 professional certifications, is an author and frequent contributor to 
professional publications, a former civilian police captain, and is a senior commissioned 
officer in the United States Navy. He is a certified counterterrorism instructor and a 
terrorism subject matter expert. As an adjunct university professor, he has instructed more 
than 100 college classes. He was appointed by Iowa Governor Terry E. Branstad to the Iowa 
Civil Rights Commission, where he serves as a Commissioner. Conley spoke at the Upper 
Iowa University commencement in May 2010.
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Jeff Keenan, ’92, St. Paul, MN, recently published his second fiction book, Life In a Box. 
It is a story of a man keeping a promise to a dying friend, while facing additional difficult 
challenges. The idea for his first book, The Main, came to him after a personal journey and 
discovering his appreciation for the simple things in life. Although writing is a side job for 
Keenan, it is also a full-time pursuit.

Ruth Kunkle, ’95, Wadena, IA, recently joined Upper Iowa University’s Integrated 
Enrollment Center as an admissions advisor. Kunkle has experience as both an adjunct 
instructor and as a recruiter. Prior to her time as an adjunct, she recruited nontraditional 
students to GED programs as well as at the college level.

Johnnie L. Johnson, Jr., ’96, Tampa, FL, relinquished command of the Sledgehammer 
Brigade on May 17 during a change of command ceremony at the National Infantry 
Museum. Johnson had been Commander, U.S. Army, 3rd Armored Brigade Combat Team, 
3rd Infantry Division, since January 2011. Prior to that, he served as Chief of the Maneuver 
Center of Excellence, Fort Benning, GA. In 1990, following graduation from the Officer 
Candidate School at Fort Benning, Johnson was commissioned as a 2nd Lieutenant, Armor. 
He has a master of science degree in administration from Central Michigan University and 
a master’s degree in strategic studies from the National War College. Johnson and his wife, 
Melissa, have two grown children, son Johnnie III and daughter JeNaye.

5)  Melissa MacTaggart, ’96, ’01, Fayette, IA, and her husband, Greg, announce the 
birth of their son, Ryker Gregory, on February 4, 2013. Ryker weighed 7 lbs. 14 oz. and was 
19 inches long. MacTaggart is vice president for human resources at Upper Iowa University.

John Maehl, ’97, ’04, Monticello, IA, has been the northeast Iowa district supervisor 
of the Iowa Department of Natural Resources for the past four years. In addition to 
managing the 10 parks in northeast Iowa, Maehl is also an adjunct instructor at Kirkwood 
Community College in Cedar Rapids, conducts countless presentations to the general 
public and special groups, and effectively conducts the day-to-day administrative and 
budget planning needs of the northeast district of Iowa DNR.

Jody Wiseman, ’98, Mason City, IA, recently joined North Iowa Therapy Associates as a 
clinical social worker. She completed her master’s degree in social work at the University of 
Iowa. Her areas of clinical expertise include depression, anxiety, adjustment disorder and 
personality disorders, as well as chronic mental illnesses. Wiseman previously worked at 
Mercy Medical Center-North as a clinical social worker.

6)  Michelle Bales, ’99, West Des Moines, IA, traveled to Cairns, Australia, to view the 
November 14, 2013, solar eclipse. She stayed near Trinity Beach in an apartment that 
backed up to a wooded area – a family of wallabies was in the backyard every day. In the 
photo, there is a baby in the wallaby’s pouch.

Neil Wilkinson, ’99, and his wife, Heidi, Fairbank, IA, announce the birth of their second 
child, Cael Neil Wilkinson, born June 10 at 2 p.m. Cael weighed 9 lbs. 3 oz. and was 21.5 
inches long. He joins brother, Tate, 3. Wilkinson is a registered rep with Financial Decisions 
Group in Oelwein, IA, and has the designations CHFC, CLU and LUTCF. He is a member of 
the prestigious Million Dollar Round Table (MDRT).

Windy Brooks, ’00, Chattanooga, TN, was recently named development coordinator 
for adult services at Orange Grove Center, Chattanooga. Orange Grove Center is a private, 
nonprofit organization serving adults and children with developmental disabilities. Prior 
to Orange Grove, Brooks was the associate director of United Way of Greater Chattanooga’s 
Volunteer Center. In addition, she was the coordinator of the high school collegiate 
program at the University of Louisiana Monroe and served as the campus tour coordinator. 
She is also a community volunteer and a member of the Chattanooga Women’s Leadership 
Institute.

John Condon, ’00, Decorah, IA, gave the keynote address at the commencement 
ceremony for Northeast Iowa Community College (NICC), Calmar, IA, on May 16, 2013. 
Condon earned his industrial technology education degree through the 2+2 program 
between Upper Iowa University and NICC. Recently he was inducted into the NICC Alumni 
Hall of Fame, being recognized for his many career and community achievements, and his 
huge support of NICC. He has taught industrial technology students at Decorah High School 
for 13 years. He and his wife, Teresa, formed their own band in 1990, the Buck Hollow 
Band, and the duo has performed more than 3,000 dances and shows, and has played for 
audiences in southeastern Minnesota, northeast Iowa, western Wisconsin and Texas.

7) John Hintz, ’00, Oelwein, IA, traveled to Ireland this past April with his wife, Kathy, 
and their son, Justin, and his fiancé, Charlotte. The photo was taken with The Bridge 
at the Blarney Castle. They toured southern Ireland for 10 days, mainly traveling the 
coastline roads. They saw 20 castles on the trip and visited most of them. Justin proposed 
to Charlotte at the Waterford Castle, where they all stayed their second night. Hintz is the 
executive director of veterans’ affairs for Fayette County.

Kelly Larson, ’00, Lawler, IA, is an acclaimed yoga and meditation teacher, speaker and 
scholar, and has been featured nationally and internationally in major publications such 
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as Martha Stewart’s Whole Living. Larson received her certification in India, and has been 
teaching yoga and meditation for 15 years. She travels the world to teach workshops and 
lead retreats, as well as to deliver premium private yoga sessions to her global client base. 
Larson is the director of the Center for the Study of Yoga and Health, owner of Breathe into 
Balance and founder of the Power Yin Yoga tradition. She recently partnered with Discover 
Happy in Decorah, Iowa, for the first Yoga and Wellness event in the region, and she will be 
teaching at a music festival this summer in Colorado.

Robert Spoden, ’00, Janesville, WI, was honored as a distinguished alumnus of Parker 
High School, Janesville, in a ceremony May 24, 2013. Spoden was elected in 2007 and 
is currently serving as sheriff of Rock County. He has served as a DARE instructor, vice 
president and president of the Rock County Law Enforcement Association, and served 
on the Wisconsin State Council on Offenders and Reentry. He taught law enforcement at 
Madison Area Technical College and Blackhawk Technical College from 1999 to 2004. He is 
a member of the Wisconsin Law Enforcement Executives and serves on the Wisconsin State 
Supreme Court’s Office of Lawyer Regulation Board. He and his wife, Grace, are the parents 
of two sons, Jack and Joseph.

Rolanda Johnson, ’01, Loves Park, IL, is the new center director for Upper Iowa 
University’s Rockford Center. In her previous position at Concordia University, she served as 
the center director of an off-campus location working closely with adult students.

Jennifer Román, ’01, Cottage Grove, WI, was honored with the ATHENA Award in a 
ceremony in Madison on March 12. The ATHENA Award honors individuals who strive 
toward the highest levels of personal and professional accomplishment, who excel in their 
chosen field, devote time and energy to their community in a meaningful way, and forge 
paths of leadership for other women to follow. Román is a career lieutenant/paramedic 
with the city of Madison Fire Department. She has been a Girl Scout volunteer for more 
than 25 years, serving in many roles, including troop advisor and chair of the leadership 
team that supports more than 500 Girl Scouts in her area communities.

Lee Hubert, ’02, Hardy, VA, is associate director of human resources for HCA/Lewis Gale 
Hospital in Salem, VA, a 521-bed medical center that is part of the largest private sector 
hospital chain in the United States. After receiving his MBA and Senior Professional in 
Human Resources (SPHR) certification from UIU, Hubert was senior human resources 
generalist with MCI-Verizon, was employed with Carilion Labs, and at one time owned 
a management consulting firm called HR & Training Consultants. Prior to completing his 
MBA, he was human resources generalist for Wisconsin Energy. Hubert and his wife, Jane, 
live near the Blue Ridge Mountains of southern Virginia. 

Jon McKowen, ’02, Cedar Rapids, IA, has been named head boys’ basketball coach at 
Cedar Rapids Kennedy High School. Previously, McKowen was head boys’ basketball coach 
at Ottawa High School in Kansas, taking his teams to the state tournament six consecutive 
years and compiling a 129-24 record. Teams finished fourth place in 2009, second place 
three times (2010, 2011 and 2012), and finished the 2012-2013 season with a perfect 
25-0 record as the Class 4A State Champions. McKowen was named the Sports in Kansas 
4A Coach of the Year in 2013 and Sports Illustrated Coach of the Week for December 27, 
2012. Prior to Ottawa, he had five successful seasons as the head coach at Northern 

University High School in Cedar Falls, IA, which included a third-place finish at the 2006 
State Tournament. He compiled a 91-32 record at NU High, and was voted the NICL Coach 
of the Year for three consecutive seasons, 2005, 2006 and 2007. McKowen and his wife, 
Jody, have three children, Trey, Drew and Cade.

Jessica Miller, ’02, Evansdale, IA, recently became the newest member of the Evansdale 
City Council. Miller and her husband, Andy, own Service Roofing Company. They have 
two children, Austin, 14, and Karsyn, 8. After Karsyn was diagnosed with high-risk 
leukemia when she was 3, and is now in remission, Jessica and Andy started Karsyn’s 
Krusaders, a nonprofit organization that raises money to help people affected by cancer. 
Karsyn’s Krusaders also partners with other organizations on projects. Jessica and Andy 
also volunteer with the Make-A-Wish Foundation. Service Roofing Company is Poyner 
Elementary School’s Partner in Education. Miller is also involved with the Waterloo schools, 
serving on the 21st Century Task Force and School Improvement Advisory committees.

Dwight Watkins, ’02, Waukon, IA, has joined Community Bank’s Wilton, IA, branch 
as vice president/senior ag lender. Watkins was previously senior vice president at the 
Garnavillo Savings Bank in Garnavillo, and prior to that was senior vice president at Citizens 
State Bank and vice president at Waukon State Bank, both in Waukon, with a total of 18 
years of lending experience. He holds an Iowa insurance license for credit and crop. Watkins 
and his wife, Michelle, have five daughters.

Andrea Kersten, ’03, has become vice president of human resources at Accelerated 
Genetics, Baraboo and Westby, Wis. Kersten will be responsible for overseeing 
organizational planning and development, employment, orientation and training for 
all employees, employee relations, compensation and benefits, safety and health, and 
employee services. She will originate human resources practices and objectives that will 
provide a balanced program throughout the company. Kersten was previously employed 
with Monsanto Company as HR senior business partner.

Natalie Brown, ’05, Cedar Falls, IA, was the keynote speaker for the spring 
commencement ceremony at Hawkeye Community College, Waterloo, Iowa, on May 17. 
Brown has opened two retail stores in four locations in the Waterloo/Cedar Falls area and 
West Des Moines since 2010, including Scratch Cupcakery and Sweet Basil Market, and is 
scheduled to open another Scratch Cupcakery store in Coralville, Iowa, this summer. She 
was featured in the Winter 2013 issue of The Bridge.

Matthew Huting, ’06, Waterloo, IA, has joined VGM Group, Inc., as a workers’ 
compensation patient care coordinator in Homelink, VGM’s managed care division. VGM is 
a national buying group for independent home medical equipment (HME) providers.

8)  Lisa (Bischoff) Lahr, ’06, Earlville, IA, and Matt Lahr were married in Kapaa, Kauai, 
Hawaii, on Dec. 3, 2012. Lisa is an addictions counselor/temporary licensed mental health 
counselor, and Matt is a foreman for ETI. Together, they operate Harry Lahr Auctions and 
perform auctions throughout Iowa.

Mandi Perry, ’06, ’11, Waterloo, IA, recently joined City Workplace Uniforms and Mats as 
human resources manager.
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Abigail Sears, ’06, ’10, Chicago, IL, has joined Regions Financial Corporation as 
community banking relationship manager for the Eastern Iowa team. Sears most recently 
was employed at J.P. Morgan Chase, Chicago.

Tim Wilson, ’06, Freeport, IL, is executive director of Rock Falls Tourism in Rock Falls. 
He will oversee and promote the development of tourism and recreation-related 
opportunities by teaming up with local businesses and groups to strengthen the city’s 
economy. Wilson has a master’s degree in hospitality and tourism from the University of 
Wisconsin, and has a background in tourism and marketing.

Jenna (Delagardelle), ’07, and Neal Beck, att. ’04-’05, Fairbank, IA, were married 
Sept. 29, 2012. Jenna is a rural teacher for the Wapsie Valley School District, and Neal is 
employed at Myers Polaris in Fairbank.

9)  For six consecutive years, a core group of UIU Peacock alums has competed as a 
team at the Iowa Winter Games. Originally composed entirely of former Peacock men’s 
basketball players, the group has welcomed others as players have moved away or been 
unable to continue as team members. Pictured from left: Zach Reed; Rob Bailey; Austin 
Putman; Matt Lux; Josh Handke, ’07, Dubuque, IA; Nick Larson, ’10, Cedar Rapids, 
IA; Adam Winters, ’07, Minneapolis, MN; Chris Handke; and Jon Glaser. Not pictured, 
Mitch Melega, ’07, ’10, Cedar Rapids; and Marcus Uhlenhoppe, ’08, Cedar Falls, IA. 
This year’s team finished third. Playing every Iowa Winter Games since graduating from 
UIU, the team is known for its competitive edge and being a force to contend with in the 
final rounds. All of the UIU alums played for Coach Dave Martin and/or Coach Brian Dolan 
during their college years.

Troy McQuillen, ’07, Marion, IA, has been teaching horticulture at Kirkwood Community 
College in Cedar Rapids for the past seven years. He received his master’s degree in 
education from Iowa State University, Ames, in 2012.

Kate (Mortensen) Zimmerman, ’07, Guthrie Center, IA, assisted in Ringgold County’s 
first-ever trumpeter swan release in May 2013 at the Mt. Ayr Wildlife Area at Walnut Creek 
Lake. Zimmerman is executive director of the Ringgold County Conservation Board. The 
historic event included a swan/wetland presentation, and offered a unique opportunity to 
touch and view the swans. As the largest North American waterfowl, the all-white birds 
can weigh up to 32 pounds and have an 8-foot wingspan. Zimmerman also was recently 
awarded the Bohumil Shimek Environmental Educator Award for outstanding efforts by 
an environmental educator. For nearly two years, she held the title of Iowa’s youngest 
conservation director, and now is one of only six female directors in Iowa.

10)  Kimberly Decker, ’08, Marion, IA, spent the summer of 2012 volunteering and 
traveling in southern Africa, visiting South Africa, Zimbabwe and Botswana. The photo was 
taken in the Okavango Delta of Botswana, the world’s largest inland delta. After graduating 
from UIU, Decker worked as a counselor for three years before returning to school and 
earning a master’s degree in kinesiology at the University of Northern Iowa in December 
2012. She is a health and fitness coordinator at Mercy Fitness Center in Cedar Rapids, Iowa.

Angela Easum, ’08, Marietta, GA, has joined eMag Solutions, LLC, Atlanta, GA, as 
controller and human resources manager. She previously held an accounts payable 
managerial position at a large international advertising firm in addition to several years 
in the HR and accounting industries. Easum earned her MBA from Georgia Southern’s 
College of Business Administration. She also carries an SPHR, AP Manager, AR Manager 
and Information Reporting Specialist certifications. eMag Solutions, LLC is an international 
Patriarch Partners company headquartered in Atlanta, with additional data service centers 
in New York City and the United Kingdom.

Jennifer Friedly, ’08, Waverly, IA, was named vice president and chief operating officer 
at UnityPoint Health-Allen Hospital in Waterloo, Iowa. In addition to her BSN degree from 
UIU, Friedly has a master’s degree in nursing from Allen College, Waterloo.

Dan Connery, ’09, Oregon, WI, has been named the new Dane County Veterans Service 
Officer. Connery is a veteran of Operations Desert Shield and Desert Storm, and has 
extensive experience working with the veterans community. He served in the United States 
Army from 1988 to 1991, serving in South Korea, Fort Knox, Ky., Fort Hood, Texas, Saudi 
Arabia and Kuwait. Joining the Dane County Veterans Service Office in 2006, Connery 
has years of direct experience with advocating for and assisting veterans in obtaining the 
benefits they have earned. During his time in the Veterans Service Office, he has helped 
increase access to benefits and services to the Dane County veterans population through 
the innovative use of technology and social media. Connery and his wife, Melinda, have 
three sons, Bailey, Kieran and Riley.

Nancy Heidt, ’09, Beloit, WI, was honored as February 2013 Volunteer of the Month by 
her community for her work with the Beloit International Film Festival. Heidt is vice chair 
of the Film Festival this year. She also has helped the community through other volunteer 
activities. She served on both the Brother Dutton Home and School Association and Beloit 
Catholic High School Board of Directors, and has been president of each organization. She 
has been president of the Beloit Lioness Club in past years and is the most recent past 
chairperson of the Greater Beloit Chamber of Commerce. She is the immediate past 
president of Visit Beloit and was recognized as a Woman of Distinction at the 2011 Zonta Club 
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2010s

Tribute to Women. Heidt has worked at Blackhawk Bank since 2000 and has been the branch 
manager of three Blackhawk Investment Group offices since 2005.

Jeremy Masterson, ’09, Des Moines, IA, recently passed the bar exam. He has been a law 
student at Drake University in Des Moines.

Craig Signorin, ’09, Webster City, IA, is in his third year of teaching seventh grade language 
arts and reading at Webster City Middle School. In his second year as boys’ varsity soccer coach, 
his team made its first-ever trip to the state tournament.

Tess Rethwisch, ’10, Harpers Ferry, IA, is teaching sixth grade reading and English in the 
Allamakee School District, Waukon, Iowa.

Craig Jackson, ’11, Lawrence, KS, was recently hired as the associate director of development 
for the College of Arts and Sciences at Oklahoma State University, Stillwater, OK.

Kyle Reisinger, ’11, Aplington, IA, has joined PIPAC LIFE Brokerage, Cedar Falls, Iowa, in the 
sales department. He previously was a sales representative at CUNA Mutual Group, Waverly, Iowa.

Brad Doerring, ’12, Monona, IA, accepted a full-time K-5 and 9-12 physical education 
position at Winfield-Mt. Union Community School, Winfield, Iowa.

Morgann Durham, ’12, Rockford, IL, and her husband welcomed a daughter, Anistyn Reese 
Durham, born October 1, 2012. Anistyn weighed 7 lbs. 6 oz. and was 19 inches long. Durham 
is human resources coordinator at Savant Capital Management in Rockford.

Nicole Egge, ’12, Ferryville, WI, was recently hired as a reading interventionist and tier II 
and tier III math interventionist at DeSoto School District.

Kristen Ferwerda, ’12, Rockford, IL, began working at Wipfli LLP, an accounting and 
business consulting firm, as a compliance specialist in November 2012. Ferwerda’s primary 
job is to work with financial institution compliance engagements.

Tom Grice, ’12, Shawano, WI, is director of facilities services for Saint Clare’s Hospital in Weston, 
WI, and Good Samaritan Hospital in Merrill, WI. Since 2004, Grice has worked for Ministry Health 
Care, which owns both hospitals. He was promoted after completing his degree at the UIU-
Wausau Center. He and his wife, Jill, have five children, Ashley, Jami, Michael, Marcus and Cali.

Kristie Hrdlicka, ’12, Sumner, IA, accepted a position as a special educator at Durant 
Elementary in Sumner.

Jeffrey King, ’12, Darlington, WI, was recently appointed administrative warden/assistant 
training director for the Wisconsin DNR, Bureau of Law Enforcement. He is responsible for 
the recruitment and hiring of all conservation wardens in the state of Wisconsin, and also is 
responsible for the career development of more than 200 officers on the force. King had been a 
law enforcement officer and conservation warden for 20 years prior to this appointment.

Mary Jane Kloster, ’12, Bondurant, IA, is a third grade teacher at Bondurant Elementary 
School. She was also selected as “Education Student of the Year” at the  
UIU-Des Moines Center and spoke at the UIU 2013 commencement ceremony.

Justin Marchant, ’12, Fayette, IA, began duties in January 2013 with UIU as the coordinator 
of community development and continuing education. Marchant is responsible for 
administrative oversight and supervision of Heartlanding Information Technology Services 
Center, leading community development partnerships and projects with the city of Fayette and 
area communities, and development of student entrepreneurship activities. Additionally, he 
works in conjunction with Academic Extension to develop and lead noncredit and professional 
continuing education offerings, to enhance the success and awareness of UIU’s Corporate 
Advantage Program, and develop dual enrollment opportunities.

Mitchell McCarthy, ’12, Epworth, IA, is the new watershed coordinator for the  
North Fork Maquoketa River Watershed north of Dyersville, Iowa.

Brent Paeth, ’12, Racine, WI, accepted a position as physical education teacher at Jerstad-
Agerholm Middle School in Racine, which is the middle school that he attended.

Megan Snyder, ’12, West Union, IA, is transfer and external credit specialist (domestic 
focus) in the Integrated Enrollment Center at Upper Iowa University. She is the contact 
person for Cedar Rapids, Des Moines and the nursing programs.

Revon Spain, ’12, Leesville, LA, retired, November 2011 after serving 20 years of active 
duty as a war veteran. He is currently a Junior Reserves Officer Training Corps (JROTC) 
instructor at Peabody Magnet High School in Alexandria, LA.

Rob Sullivan, ’12, Shellsburg, IA, is the new fire protection coordinator at the Prairie 
Island Nuclear Plant near Red Wing, Minn.

Brandon Bleuer, ’13, Milan, IL, was hired as a Farm Bill wildlife biologist, one of only five 
wildlife biologists in the state of Illinois. The biologist positions are a result of a partnership 
between Pheasants Forever and Quail Forever, the Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) and the Illinois Department of Natural Resources. Prior to joining Pheasants Forever, 
Bleuer worked for Nahant Marsh as a conservation crew leader and the Fayette County 
(Iowa) Conservation Board.

Stacey Coulter, ’13, Waterloo, IA, is teaching first grade at Cunningham School in Waterloo.

Brooke Hudson, ’13, Lansing, IA, began teaching third, fourth and fifth grade special 
education in the Elkader Community School District in the fall 2013.

Jessica Manning, ’13, Pleasant Hill, IA, is teaching third grade at Findley Elementary in 
Des Moines. Manning did her student teaching at Findley, and she is now working with the 
other third grade teacher, UIU alum Laura Ryan, ’07, Urbandale, Iowa.

Gabriella Moore, ’13, Westgate, IA, accepted a position as a secondary math teacher in 
the West Central Community School District, Maynard, Iowa.

Dawanda Ryder, ’13, Waukon, IA, accepted a preschool position at Growing Bear in Waukon.

ClAss NOTEs
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Interactive survey winner: Congratulations to Brandon Jerome Tripp, 2010 online graduate, 
Loudon, Tenn. He was the winner of a $25 gift certificate from Pavo Blue for participating in our 
interactive survey in the Winter 2013 issue of The Bridge. 
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The family of Dr. Thomas Goebel returned to Fayette recently for his memorial service at Grandview Cemetery. Goebel of Los 
Angeles, Calif., passed away on May 12.  He was an aeronautical engineer at North American Aviation/Rockwell and also at 
the Jet Propulsion Laboratory in Los Angeles. A graduate of Fayette High School and a student at Upper Iowa University in the 
early 1940s, he had been a generous benefactor of Upper Iowa over the years. The Thomas Parker Goebel and Helen Goebel 
Scholarship in the School of Science and Mathematics is one of the University’s healthiest and provides several awards to UIU 
students each year. The wrestling training room in the Rec Center is named after Goebel and his late wife.

President William Duffy and several UIU representatives joined the family for the service on June 12. Family members in 
attendance were daughters Lee  (Goebel) Tillotson, (Rich) of Eldora, Colo., Julie Goebel of Missoula, Mont., Ellen (Goebel) 
Daugherty (Jeff) of Dillon, Mont.; granddaughters Loren (Tillotson) Duggan of Boulder, Colo., and Bryce Tillotson of Golden, Colo. 
Other family members attending were James Parker from Annapolis, Md., along with his nephew and his sister-in-law, Patty 
Parker. Three of Helen Goebel’s nieces and spouses also made the trip.

While on campus, the Goebel family provided a wealth of information on the Parker and Goebel family histories, and also the 
history of Fayette and of Upper Iowa University. They toured the Parker-Fox Building, which holds much history for the family. 
Goebel and James Parker were nephews of Dr. Robert and Eleanor (Parker) Fox, for whom the building is named. The family then 
gathered at the UIU Student Center for lunch. 

During their visit, Dr. Scott Figdore, interim dean of the School of Science and Mathematics, led a tour of Baker-Hebron Science 
Hall, home to the University’s herbarium, a collection of more than a century of preserved plant specimens from the area, which 
includes the specimens collected by Dr. C.C. Parker (great-great-grandfather of Tom Goebel). 

The Goebel family has several historical items relating to the Parker and Fox families, Upper Iowa University and the city of 
Fayette, which the family indicated they hope eventually will find a permanent home in the archives of Upper Iowa University.

City officials and friends of Upper Iowa University 
turned out Monday morning, August 5, for the 
official grand opening and ribbon cutting at the 
permanent home of the UIU-Mesa Center in the 
city’s Fiesta District. UIU began teaching classes in 
a temporary Mesa location in September 2012 but 
renovated and moved into a vacant retail building 
that is located in the heart of an area that Mesa has 
targeted for economic development.

The opening of a UIU location in Mesa is part of the 
city’s Higher Education Initiative. The Mesa location 
is the 19th U.S. location for a UIU education center 
and the first location west of the Rocky Mountains. 

From left (front row) are Mesa District 3 
Councilmember Dennis Kavanaugh, UIU Assistant 
Vice President - Military Affairs and Business 
Development Wayne Converse, Mesa Mayor Scott 
Smith, UIU President William R. Duffy II, UIU Board 
of Trustees Chair Robert Firth, President and CEO of the Mesa Chamber of Commerce Sally Harrison, and UIU Mesa Center Director, Robert Barriga. From left (back row) are Mesa Community 
College Provost Patrick Burkhart, representing Maricopa Community Colleges, building owner Jerry Tokoph, Mesa Economic Development Director William J. Jabjiniak and Mesa City Manager 
Chris Brady.  

UIU-Mesa Center cuts ribbon at permanent site

Standing in front of the Parker-Fox Building with a 
photo and collage of Thomas Parker Goebel are from 
left (front row) Bryce Tillotson, Loren (Tillotson) 
Duggan, Julie Goebel, Ellen Goebel Daugherty and 
Patty Parker; and from left (back row) Lee Goebel 
Tillotson, Rich Tillotson, Jeff Daugherty, James Parker 
and Scot Parker.

Family of Dr. Thomas Goebel returns to campus for memorial



Helen (Schlatter) Koester, ’35, 2/5/2013, West Union, IA

Dorothy (Granneman) McKamey, ’36, 1/18/2013, Novato, CA

Cleo Mattke, ’38, 12/28/2012, Sun City West, AZ

Ruth (Arthur) Grant, ’39, 12/20/2012, Lansing, IA

Grant Peterson, ’39, 3/29/2013, Cedar Rapids, IA

William Conklin, ’42, 1/15/2013, West Union, IA

Merle (Thompson) Sternberg, ’43, 2/1/2013, Fayette, IA

Audrey (Davis) Hurmence, ’46, 2/10/2013, Austin, MN

Evelyn (Toenges) Erkel, ’47, 12/26/2012, Sumner, IA

Richard Taylor, ’48, 1/13/2013, Iowa City, IA

William Schupbach, ’49, 2/24/2013, Sun Lakes, AZ

Maurice Cardinale, ’50, 4/30/2013, San Francisco, CA

Marjorie (Mead) Braden, ’50, 5/28/2013, Cedar Rapids, IA

William Strudthoff, ’52, 3/9/2013, Hawkeye, IA

Clelland Moulton, ’53, 5/7/2013, Toledo, IA

Nolan Reed, ’53, 7/22/2012, Vinton, IA

John Corkery, ’55, 5/28/2013, Elk River, MN

Lois Corkery, ’55, 2/25/2013, West Union, IA

Thomas Bell, ’56, 6/21/2013, Davenport, IA

Donald Dusanek, ’57, 1/15/2013, Iowa City, IA

Donald Becker, ’58, 6/16/2012, Guttenberg, IA

Ila Mae (Emmons) Chettinger, ’60, 1/6/2013, Waterloo, IA

Ronald Nims, ’60, 5/13/2013, Adel, IA

Esther (Swales) Holtzman, ’61, 5/27/2013, Waterloo, IA

Judith (Maxson) Lint, ’62, 10/13/2012, Perry, IA

John Bernatz, ’64, 2/18/2013, Davenport, IA

Charles Mehaffey, ’64, 1/29/2011, Dripping Springs, TX

James Schmidt, ’64, 3/15/2013, Des Moines, IA

Perry Smith, ’64, 9/2/2012, Toms River, NJ

Gerald Falck, ’65, 5/15/2012, Cedar Rapids, IA 

Lois (Kiel) Schuchmann, ’65, 3/3/2013, West Union, IA

Evelyn (Fredrick) Elliot-Whitlock, ’67, 4/12/2013, Strawberry Point, IA

Gary Clemens, ’69, 6/8/2012, Tama, IA

Patricia (Robinson) Scrutchions, ’69, 5/8/2011, Floosmoor, IL

Mary (Vinton) Hamblin, ’71, 11/24/2011, Cedar Rapids, IA

Roy Potratz, ’72, 2/8/2013, Waterloo, IA

Ernest McDonald, ’75, 5/17/2013, Bettendorf, IA

Joseph Stronko, ’75, 11/1/2012, Manassas, VA

Craig Wander, ’75, 8/14/2012, Marion, IA

Roy Chenevert, ’78, 12/23/2012, Pass Christian, MS

Wendell Liles, ’82, 8/20/2012, Midland, TX

Federico Aguirre, ’83, 10/16/2012, San Antonio, TX

Frank Patrick, ’84, 1/18/2013, Jacksonville, FL

Vera (Hangartner) Schultz, ’94, 1/5/2013, Cedar Falls, IA

Jerry Chriswell, ’96, 1/28/2013, Leesville, LA 

Dora Torres-Walleser, ’96, 10/10/2012, Lansing, IA

Tom Petet, ’98, 10/30/2010, Des Moines, IA

Kelly (Wolfley) Timm, ’98, 2/7/2013, Labelle, FL

Corinne Martin, ’99, 4/14/2013, Fredericksburg, IA

Betty Simon, ’01, 1/11/2013, Farley, IA

Lisa (Wilson) Rainey, ’07, 5/13/2013, Fort George G. Meade, MD

Michel Yang, ’10, 5/26/2013, Wausau, WI

Jacob Langerman, ’12, 11/27/2012, West Union, IA

Eleanor (Day) Burington, Former Student, 2/26/2013, West Union, IA 

Sid Crowe, Former Student, 1/23/2013, West Union, IA 

Jerry Dahl, Former Student, 1/5/2013, Oelwein, IA

Thomas Goebel, Former Student, 5/12/2013, Los Angeles, CA 

Donald Gonnerman, Former Student, 5/30/2013, Waterloo, IA

Faythe (Benner) Means, Former Student, 3/25/2013, Fredericksburg, IA

Ronald Moore, Former Faculty, 1/2/2013, West Union, IA

Houston Rax, Former Student, 3/16/2013, Alexandria, LA

Janette Roys, Former Staff, 1/21/2013, Volga, IA

Edward Volker, Former Student, 3/12/2013, Sumner, IA

Harry Young, Former Trustee (1951-72), 12/29/2012, Beaufort, IA

IN MEMOrIAM
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show your 
Peacock pride 

in the classroom 
every day!

www.uiu.edu/classroompride 

Register to receive a UIU pennant for you to display  
in your classroom, and share your Peacock experience with  

your students. All pennants will be mailed to you directly at the school.

Students at Upper Iowa have many opportunities to
Peacock Proud referral Program

Creating well-rounded graduates who stand out in his or her careers is an 
important UIU goal. Help us give someone you know their chance to 

stand out.  

Referring a student to Upper Iowa University is one of the greatest 
gifts UIU alumni can give their alma mater.  Student referrals help 
spread the word about UIU and reinforce the conviction of alumni 
that UIU offers a high-quality education experience.  

Visit uiu.edu/bridgereferral,  
and tell us about a student you 

believe would shine at UIU!



605 Washington Street
P.O. Box 1857
Fayette, IA   52142

The post office charges Upper Iowa University 55 cents for each change of address returned to us. You can help us eliminate unnecessary expenses by informing us 
of your new address before you move. Parents, if your son or daughter no longer maintains a permanent address at home, please notify the UIU Alumni Center of the 
correct mailing address. Call 800-553-4150 (3+2) or email alumni@uiu.edu. Thank you.  

Join us on 
Saturday, October 26  

to celebrate  
Pro’s 50 years of service  
to Upper Iowa University  

as we honor him with 
“Bill Prochaska Day”

Social begins at 4 p.m. 
Harms-Eischeid Stadium 

Presentation to commence at 
halftime of the UIU/SMSU  

Football Game.
for more information, 
visit uiu.edu/coachpro


