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The year 2012 marks the 155th anniversary of the founding of 
Upper Iowa University.  We have changed a great deal as we have 
ascended from our rather humble beginnings as a small coed, 
church-related college in a pioneer community.  

In 1857, Fayette was not yet incorporated, and Iowa was just a 
young state. A handful of local citizens, led by Elizabeth Alexander, 
dreamed of building a college near home so their descendants 
could receive an education. Today, Upper Iowa University remains 
committed to providing greater access to quality education. Just as 
Fayette County has grown from 835 residents in 1850, Upper Iowa 
University has evolved into a global university that maintains its 

roots in a residential campus but serves students from around the world on campus, at locations 
in Asia, and through its online and independent study programs.  

It has become a cliché that to grow, we need roots and wings. As an organization, we have had 
a chance to reflect on both this year.  We commemorated the commitment and sacrifice of 
the soldiers at the Battle of Shiloh in 1862, especially the valor of our own University Recruits 
who marched from Alexander-Dickman Hall to join the Union Army in its conflict with the 
Confederates. We heard about their sacrifices and, for an hour, were with them in our hearts and 
minds. And we celebrated our growth – the first UIU-staffed center in Malaysia, a new center in 
the Quad Cities, returning to the center in New Orleans, breaking ground for the Harms-Eischeid 
Stadium and new residence halls, and launching a capital campaign to realize the University’s 
master plan.  

With the 2012 graduating class, UIU now has more than 32,000 alumni from around the world 
who can be both our roots and our wings.  Our alumni have made this University what it is today, 
and our alumni will help us shape its future.  In 2012, we began the process of refreshing the 
University’s Strategic Plan, which will guide our continued ascension. I urge you to be part of this 
initiative and to provide your University with your insight and your dreams for its success.

It’s a great time to be a Peacock!

Alan G. Walker, Ph.D. 
President
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University News

ScholarShipS 
awarded
Upper Iowa University recently held its 27th 
annual Scholarships and Awards Recognition 
Banquet and awarded 105 scholarships to 
students across the University. Of those, 85 
scholarships were bestowed on UIU students 
attending classes in Fayette and another 20 were 
awarded to students who take courses through 
other UIU locations. Recipients were selected by 
the UIU Honors and Awards Committee and the 
University academic divisions.

UIU Team Peacock participated in the 
2012 RAGBRAI route from Sioux Center 
to Clinton to raise money for student 
scholarships.  This year, the team targeted 
a cumulative total of more than $1.3 
million for scholarships by raising $185,700 
commemorating the University’s 155th 
anniversary—Upper Iowa University was 
founded in 1857.  This is the eighth year 
that Team Peacock has ridden RAGBRAI 
to raise scholarship money to help UIU 

students. For information or to donate to 
Team Peacock, visit uiu.edu/teampeacock.

back to the big eaSy
Upper Iowa University made it official on May 18, and cut the ribbon to re-open its New Orleans 
education center at Jackson Barracks in New Orleans, La. UIU was forced to close its center 
location at the Barracks in the wake of Hurricane Katrina in August 2005.

Participating in the UIU grand opening and ribbon cutting ceremonies were Dr. Alan G. Walker, 
President, Upper Iowa University; Brigadier General Owen W. Monconduit, Commander, 225th 
Engineer Brigade, Louisiana National Guard; and Becky Maillet, Dean of Student Affairs, Nunez 
Community College, a key education partner with UIU. Also speaking was Sgt. Albert Miller, a 2008 
graduate of UIU, who was taking classes in 2005 and continued with UIU throughout the turmoil.

UIU has operated an education center for military personnel and civilians at Jackson Barracks 
since 1999.  After Hurricane Katrina, UIU continued operations temporarily in residences, a FEMA 
trailer and hotel lobbies. Temporary classroom space was found in a school classroom occupied 
by a SWAT team, a police station, the U.S. Coast Guard at Michoud and at a Navy Reserve 
installation. 

The re-opened UIU-Jackson Barracks Center is at 6400 St. Claude Ave., New Orleans, serving 
members of the National Guard, active military and civilians. UIU employee Vicki Melton has 
returned as center director. 

uiu lauNcheS hoNorS program
Upper Iowa University will launch an Honors Program this fall to address the academic needs 
of the most academically prepared students who enroll at Upper Iowa University. Students who 
have at least a 26 ACT score and at least a 3.5 high school grade point average will be invited 
to join the program, which will continue throughout their years at Upper Iowa and culminate in 
graduating with University Honors.

Creation of the Honors Program was made possible by a gift from Barbara (Rankin) Csomay 
’46. “We are very grateful to Mrs. Csomay,” said UIU President Alan G. Walker. “Her gift has 
enabled us to strengthen our academic programs and design what we know will be an exciting 
and worthwhile experience for these students.”

The program was developed by the Honors Program Working Group, led by Dr. Eric Eller, 
associate professor of international business and incoming Faculty Chair, and Jeff Helms, 
assistant professor of biology. This group included faculty from a broad range of disciplines 
across the University.

Initially offered only to freshmen in Fayette, the program begins in the Fall semester with two 
newly developed courses: Honors Arts and Humanities and Honors Freshmen Seminar. Other 
courses will be developed to cover the students’ first two years and, for juniors and seniors, 
will include an honors project in the student’s area of interest, overseen by faculty advisors. 
Each Honors course will be interdisciplinary and team taught, with active, participatory 
learning, and will require integrated critical thinking and advanced writing skills. These are 
important to achieve the program’s mission: “Graduates of the UIU Honors Program have a 
broad interconnected and ever-evolving view of the world. They are adaptable, self-motivated 
individuals who constantly challenge their assumptions about the world and their role in it. They 
have developed the capability to be innovators and leaders in a dynamic global community.”

“In the Honors Program, students will take a common set of Honors courses, working and 
studying together throughout their undergraduate years,” Eller said. “Students will benefit 
greatly from the experience of having two interdisciplinary faculty members in each classroom. 
Additionally, outside the classroom, which includes service learning, professional conference 
attendance and participation and undergraduate research, the program will provide superior 
value-added experiences for the students.”

Strategic plaN 
refreShmeNt
The University has begun a strategic planning 
refreshment process that will update the 2008 
Strategic Plan. The revised plan will be presented 
 to the Board of Trustees for discussion and 
approval early in 2013. 

Four task forces focus on the objectives for 
refreshing the plan: (1) Student Centered 
Excellence: The First Priority; (2) Institutional 
Architecture: Continue Progress and Make 
Transformative Recommendations for UIU;  
(3) Sustain the Present, Secure Long-Term 
Financial Stability and Examine Resource 
Allocations; and (4) Communications: Improve 
an Already Excellent Practice of University-wide 
Communications. Each task force and the steering 
committee includes representatives of the AQIP 
Steering Committee, the Board chair and other 
trustees; Student Government Association 
representatives, faculty and staff members.

UIU created a website (uiu.edu/strategicplanning) 
to get involved with the process. The current 
status of each project will be posted on the 
website, and a blog has been created to allow 
online commenting throughout the process.

“It is the University’s responsibility to have a 
transparent planning process and to be 
responsible to the diversity of viewpoints that
exist across our community,” said UIU President 
Alan G. Walker. “We look forward to the feedback.”

team peacock 2012 goal Set at $185,700

quad citieS ceNter 
opeNS
Upper Iowa University cut the ribbon on its 
new educational center at 1401 Kimberly 
Road, Bettendorf, Iowa, in March. UIU 
President Dr. Alan G. Walker was joined 
at the podium by Bettendorf Mayor 
Bob Gallagher, and Richard Troendle, a 
UIU junior at the Center, during formal 
ceremonies.
 
Attending the event were Davenport Mayor 
Pro Tem Barney Barnhill, Rock Island 
Mayor Dennis Pauley, and Mayor of East 
Moline John Thodos. Local community 
college leaders Dr. Donald Doucette, 
chancellor of the Eastern Iowa Community 
College System, and Dr. Rose Campbell, 
executive vice president and vice president 
of instruction at Black Hawk Community 
College, also joined in the festivities. Both 
community colleges have articulation 
agreements with Upper Iowa that allow 
their two-year degree graduates to more 
easily complete a bachelor’s degree at UIU.

“UIU has been providing an outstanding 
college education for 155 years,” said 
Walker. “Although we began as a traditional, 
residential University, we are equally 
committed to the needs of our more 
non-traditional students, many of whom 
are completing their degree at night while 
working full-time and balancing a family. 
We know how difficult that is, because 
many UIU administrators have done it 
themselves, including me. Our programs, 
like the ones offered here in the Quad 
Cities, are designed to help the non-
traditional students by being affordable and 
flexible enough to meet their needs.”

There are currently 30 students enrolled in 
UIU classes at the center, but enrollment 
increases each term. The center can 
accommodate up to 300 students.

The UIU Center-Baton Rouge began 
accepting students July 1. Located 
in Building C on the Louisiana State 
Police Training Academy campus, the 
Center is the 18th UIU center in the 
United States.
 
Upper Iowa has articulation agreements 
with Baton Rouge, Bossier Parish, 
Delgado, Nunez, River Parishes and 
LSU-E to assist transfer students. UIU 

has partnered with the Fraternal Order 
of Police and the Louisiana State 
Troopers Association. 

The Center is expected to begin classes 
this fall in criminal justice, public 
administration, human services, 
psychology, social science, business 
administration and management 
information systems. Also offered is an 
associate of arts degree in liberal arts.

batoN rouge ceNter to opeN
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University News
mba core getS New focuS
The University has shifted the focus of its MBA program from organizational leadership theory 
to a practical business degree. The required core of courses expands on business function 
interrelationships, according to MBA Chair Betty Whitesell.

“Businesses today are refocused on the basics,” Whitesell said. “Organizations want leaders, 
but they want leaders who have a solid concept of all general business functions.  When filling 
a position, organizations seek graduates who have the practical knowledge of interdepartmental 
relationships. They don’t want to hire managers who need training in how an organization 
functions as a unit.”

Whitesell said the faculty designed the new UIU MBA core to require 18 credit hours in 
marketing, operations, economics, strategy, and sustainability and a capstone course, leaving 
an additional 18 credit hours for courses in a student’s emphasis area and a three-credit 
capstone experience. Redesigning the MBA came as a response to needs identified by 
students, faculty and employers, she said. 

“UIU MBA graduates will have a more competitive edge and be prepared for today’s global 
business environment,” she added. “Our graduates will understand the integration of business 
functions and be more fluid in their ability to grow within an organization.”

‘StudeNtS of  
excelleNce’ receive 
full tuitioN
UIU awarded eight full-tuition scholarships 
in the new “Students of Excellence 
Scholarship” program this spring in a day-
long competition.  All eight students will be 
incoming freshmen at the Fayette campus 
in Fall 2012.

Students were invited to compete for the 
scholarship if they had earned a 3.5 grade 
point average in high school and scored 
a minimum of 26 on the ACT. Recipients 
were evaluated based on completion of a 
timed essay and an interview by a panel of 
students, faculty and staff. The full-tuition 
scholarships can be renewed for up to 
four years if the student remains in good 
academic standing at UIU.

Celebrating the opening of a new dental clinic are (from left) Deb Hoyle, University of 
Iowa College of Dentistry; Christie Dennis, Fayette City Administrator; Dr. Alan Walker, 
UIU President; Susan Cozner, Iowa Area Development Group; Dr. Charles Lee, DDS; Bill 
Dohrmann, Fayette Mayor; Suzanne Heckenlaible, Delta Dental; Bruce Hansen, Iowa Area 
Development Group; and Andrew Wenthe, Upper Iowa University.

uiu helpS briNg deNtiSt to fayette
Dr. Charles Lee is the new dentist in Fayette, courtesy of an educational loan repayment 
grant program called Fulfilling Iowa’s Need for Dentists (FIND). The program recruits 
dentists to practice in rural communities in an underserved Iowa county by helping them 
pay off their educational debts. 

Upper Iowa and the City of Fayette helped provide the matching grant for Dr. Lee’s award 
from FIND and the Delta Dental of Iowa Loan Repayment Program.

gettiNg Started youNg

Upper Iowa University and Northeast Iowa Community College co-hosted an annual career 
exploration fair for more than 600 students in 8th through 10th grade. The students were able 
to visit with representatives from 45 businesses and collect information about possible careers 
and how to get the necessary training and education. Students from 15 area schools attended.

uiu receiveS poSitive  
accreditatioN  
report
UIU has been notified by the Higher 
Learning Commission (HLC) of the North 
Central Association that a recent report 
from an AQIP “Quality Checkup Visit” to 
UIU indicates that the University has shown 
satisfactory evidence that it is successfully 
engaged in continuous quality improvement 
and meets other requirements associated 
with maintaining institutional accreditation.

UIU maintains HLC accreditation through 
the Academic Quality Improvement Program 
(AQIP), which infuses the principles and 
benefits of continuous improvement into 
colleges and universities. The checkup visits 
are conducted during the fifth or sixth year in 
every seven-year cycle of AQIP participation. 

hoNg koNg expo
UIU staff attended the Hong Kong Trade 
Development Council Education and Career 
Expo. In the photo below, UIU Senior Program 
Officers Alvin Kwok and Matthew Lo explain the 
advantages of UIU to prospective students. 

hoNored for 
voluNteeriSm
UIU received three Governor’s Volunteer 
Awards from the State of Iowa.  UIU was 
honored for its Fayette Appreciation Day 
community service project and Peacocks 
for Progress,  a program developed to unite 
the Fayette community and University 
campus in working together to improve 
the area. Also honored was Daryl Grove, 
assistant dean of students/director of 
student leadership and adventure.

uiu-hoNg koNg 
hoNored for ‘cariNg’
Upper Iowa University-Hong Kong 
has once again been named a “2012 
Caring Company” in recognition of its 
outstanding performance in corporate 
responsibility by the Hong Kong Council 
of Social Services. UIU-Hong Kong 
received its award during ceremonies in 
May after vetting by the Caring Company 
Steering Committee on achievements in 
Environmental Protection, Community 
Contribution and Employee Care.

artwork from beliZe 
to be exhibited
This fall’s opening exhibit at the Bing-Davis 
Memorial Gallery will feature the work of 
more than two dozen artists from Belize.  
Each artist will have one work selected 
for the exhibit, which is being curated by 
Yasser Musa, director of the Image Factory 
Art Foundation in Belize City and a teacher 
at the Belize Art Center.

Musa will lecture on Caribbean and 
Central American art while in Fayette.

The show opens August 20 and closes 
October 5. There will be a reception  
during UIU Homecoming on Sept. 28. A 
commemorative catalog is being produced.

midweSterN literary 
project held at uiu
The UIU Liberal Arts Division hosted the 
Midwestern Literary Project, showcasing 
contemporary Midwestern writing, editing, 
and publishing this past spring.  The event 
included two sessions—an author/editor 
panel discussion and a reading presentation.

Participants included Timothy Fay, editor, 
publisher, and printer of the Iowa-based 
literary journal, The Wapsipinicon Almanac; 
Dr. Doug McReynolds, UIU Bissell 
professor of English, who authored a suite 
of personal essays on the seasons that was 
published in the Almanac; Jim O’Loughlin, 
editor and publisher of Final Thursday Press 
(FTP); and Kimberly Groninga, author of a 
volume of poetry, Other Things that Grow, 
published by FTP.  

hiStory major added
History is now offered as a major at the 
Fayette campus. Dr. Tom Jorsch, assistant 
professor of history, said the major will 
require students to take a methods course 
and a capstone research course, and electives 
in U.S. history, electives in world history, 
social justice-based courses, and advanced 
courses related to history in other disciplines. 

Courses in social justice include “Women’s 
History,” “African American History,” and 
“Global Women’s Activism.” “These courses 
require students to consider why certain groups 
of people have been oppressed in history, 
and what they did to achieve - or not - some 
measure of social justice,” said Jorsch.

The new major, which works well as part 
of a double major or paired with several 
minors, can lead to careers in teaching, 
historical societies or with libraries, 
government agencies, politics or the foreign 
service. A history major is also good pre-
professional preparation for graduate school 
or law school, he added.
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Greg Beatty, UIU adjunct professor, had 
 his poem “The Physics of Age and 
Baseball” appear in Star*Line (issue 34:4). 
Star*Line is the official newsletter and 
network instrument of the Science Fiction 
Poetry Association (SFPA). Go to  
sfpoetry.com/sl/edchoice/34.4-1.html to read 
Beatty’s poem.

Dr. Maureen Busta, 
professor of mathematics, 
and Dr. Nigel George, 
assistant professor of 
mathematics and physics, 

presented at the EPIC AIMS:  Math and 
Science Teacher Preparation at Iowa’s 
private colleges.

Sergeant James L. Butler, adjunct 
professor at UIU-Des Moines Center, 
was one of 30 Iowans selected by Gov. 
Terry E. Branstad to serve on the Judicial 
Nominating Commission. For more 
information, go to governor.iowa.gov.

Billie Cowley, assistant 
professor of education, 
has been awarded a $4,000 
fellowship by Delta Kappa 
Gamma, a professional 

sorority of teachers. Cowley is pursuing a 
doctorate in special education.

Mathew Cretsinger, adjunct instructor, 
Andres School of Education, has been 
named director of special services for the 
Marshalltown (Iowa) Community School 
District. He has been program assistant 
for special education at Heartland Area 
Education Agency II. 

Dr. Janet Kehe, associate professor in 
education, served on 
an Iowa Department of 
Education accreditation 
site visit team to  
Simpson College.  

Dr. Rick Klann, Delano 
Professor of Science, 
received the following 
grants:  Water Quality 
Monitoring of Nutting 

Creek and Water Quality Monitoring of 
Otter Creek from the Fayette Soil and 
Water Conservation District; Water 
Quality Monitoring of Hickory Creek, 
Water Quality Monitoring of the North 
Fork of the Maquoketa River, Water 
Quality Monitoring of Horton Creek 
and the Water Quality Monitoring of 
Tile Draining into the North Fork of the 
Maquoketa River from the ISU Extension/
Fayette County Office; and the Water 
Quality Monitoring of Crane Creek from 
the ISU Extension/Bremer County Office. 

Bill Koch, UIU adjunct instructor of 
English, had an article accepted for the 
Northrop Frye centennial edition of 
English Studies in Canada, scheduled for 
publication in Summer 2012. The title of 
his tribute is “Fearful Summary: What 
Northrop Frye’s Scholarship Has Taught 
Me So Far.”

Frederick Kreutz, adjunct English 
instructor, displayed an exhibition of 
photographs entitled “Barn Doors of 
Wisconsin” featuring the images of barns 
representing a historical, geographical, 
and architectural range. In addition, 
Kreutz read from his upcoming chapbook 
of poetry “Unsent Letters to My Bosses” 
at the Eagle, Wis., library in celebration of 
National Poetry Month. 

Elissa Wenthe, assistant 
professor of art, presented 
her solo exhibition, “Above 
and Beneath,” March 30 – 
April 20, 2012, at Steckline 
Gallery in Wichita, Kan.

 

University News Faculty Notes
betaNcourt Named 
vp of iNterNatioNal 
programS at uiu

Ismael Betancourt 
has been named 
vice president 
of international 
programs at 
UIU. He joins 
the University on 
August 13.

Formerly, he was executive director 
for international education at Xavier 
University, Cincinnati. His prior 
experience includes being in charge 
of the education abroad program at 
Northern Arizona University. He had 
progressive responsibility in his roles at 
Saint Louis University, where he was a 
study abroad coordinator, and assistant 
director and director of the Office of 
International Studies.  

Betancourt earned his executive 
master’s in international business 
and his bachelor’s degree in business 
administration at Saint Louis. He is 
currently pursuing his doctorate in higher 
education administration, which he 
expects to complete in December 2012. 

Kata McCarville, at right, was co-pilot to 
pilot Minnetta Gardinier in the “Race the 
Winds” Air Race Classic 2012.  The pilots 
are shown here during an earlier flight to 
Iowa City.

mccarville flieS 
womeN’S air race
Kata McCarville, UIU associate professor 
of geosciences, who just earned her 
private pilot’s license in October 2011, 
joined up with friend and fellow pilot, 
Minnetta Gardinier, associate professor 
of Pharmacology and an associate dean 
of the Graduate College at the University 
of Iowa, to fly the June 19-22 Air Race 
Classic 2012 from Lake Havasu City, Az., 
to Batavia, Ohio. 

“I was the co-pilot, and Minnetta was 
the pilot,” said McCarville. “We flew 
in her plane, a Cessna 177 Cardinal, 
single engine aircraft, as ‘The Flyin’ 
Hawaiiowans.’  And we wore Hawaiian 
shirts, of course.”

McCarville said the team was honored 
by being given the team number, Classic 
#6, and being numbered in the top 10 
in the race.  This year’s race had 55 
teams of female pilots. Race routes are 
approximately 2,400 statute miles in 
length, and the contestants are usually 
given four days, flying VFR in daylight 
hours, to reach the terminus. The 
objective is to fly the “perfect” cross-
country. Purse for the top 10 finishers was 
$15,000. McCarville’s team was the 30th to 
land in Ohio. 

uNiverSity recruitS hoNored
Upper Iowa University commemorated the 150th anniversary of the Battle of Shiloh and the 
involvement of the “University Recruits” in April.

The Battle of Shiloh was a major Civil War battle fought in southwestern Tennessee on April 
6-7, 1862. The “University Recruits,” who served the Union Army as Company C of the 12th 
Iowa Voluntary Infantry Regiment, were UIU students and faculty members who enlisted in 1861 
to fight in the Civil War. They were later joined by David B. Henderson, who became the first 
Speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives from west of the Mississippi River and for whom 
the UIU library is named. The Company fought in 17 major battles, including the Battle of Shiloh. 
Of the combined total of more than 110,000 soldiers who fought on both sides of the Battle of 
Shiloh, also known as the Battle of Pittsburg Landing, nearly 24,000 men were killed, wounded, 
captured or gone missing before the Union Army won the battle. There were heavy losses 
among the Iowa 12th.

The University Recruits carried a flag hand-sewn by UIU female students. The regimental flag 
was on display during the commemorative event, along with a 12th Iowa field desk. The event 
featured Dr. Timothy Smith, Civil War author and historian and a lecturer at the University of 
Tennessee at Martin, discussing “Upper Iowa University at Shiloh: A Continuing Legacy.” Also 
present were members of The Governor’s Own Iowa Rifles in full period dress, shown above. 

For the fourth year in a row, UIU 
is in the top ranks of the Military 
Advanced Education (MAE) “2012 
Guide to Military-Friendly Colleges and 
Universities” honorees.

MAE’s Annual Guide to Military-Friendly 
Colleges and Universities provides 
potential students with information about 
key attributes sought by military students. 
According to the publication, evaluation 
of a school’s military friendliness assesses 
the quality of its academics, the on-
campus and online advice and support 

the college provides to veterans and 
their families, and the sophistication 
and effectiveness of the school’s distance 
learning programs. 

Dr. William Duffy, senior vice president 
for UIU Academic Extension, noted 
that the broad range of UIU educational 
options allows military service members 
to take courses through online or 
independent study or on some U.S. 
military bases through the University’s 
educational centers. “The result is that 
military service members can continue 

meeting their military responsibilities 
while advancing themselves by pursuing 
higher education,” he added.

Because of UIU’s unique academic 
structure that offers six eight-week 
enrollment periods each year, the 
University will see an 
estimated 2,300 
more students 
enroll before 
the end of the 2012 
academic year.

uiu earNS top military-frieNdly hoNor fourth year iN a row
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faculty awarded 2011-12 fig graNtS
The Faculty Internationalization Grant (FIG) committee announced the 2011-12 recipients 
of the FIG travel grants.  The FIG program exists to “encourage full-time faculty members to 
study, lecture, present and teach internationally.  As a result, UIU faculty are able to bring a 
variety of diverse resources and experiences into their classrooms to help students grow into 
global citizens.”  For more information, visit uiu.edu/international/fig.

Individual Awards
Dr. Graeme Armstrong, assistant professor of 
education, traveled to Finland to examine the 
Finnish higher educational system.
Dr. Cherif Boumaza, assistant professor of 
finance, will travel to the United Arab Emirates 
to research how financial institutions and 
businesses comply with the Koran’s ban on 
paying or charging interest rates.
Dr. Rick Klann, professor of biology, will 
conduct research on parasites infecting Caribbean 
fishes at the Forfar Field Station in Andros, Bahamas. 
Dr. Steffanie Scholze, assistant professor of psychology, will travel to Malaysia to compare 
the diagnosis, treatment, and family implications of autism in Malaysia to what occurs in the 
United States. 

Group Travel Grants – 2012 Destination: Istanbul, Turkey
Dr. Summer Zwanziger Elsinger, assistant professor of management & marketing (trip leader)
Ms. Dawn Jacobsen, assistant professor of education
Dr. Don McComb, professor of graphic design
Dr. Sarahh Scher, assistant professor of art history
Dr. Cindy Waters, associate professor of education

Faculty Notes
three to joiN  
faculty iN fall
Upper Iowa University will welcome 
three new faculty members when 
classes resume in August. Among 
them are:

Dr. Melissa Maier, assistant 
professor of communication, 
from the University of Wisconsin 
Milwaukee. She holds a doctorate 
in communication studies from the 
University of Wisconsin Milwaukee, a 
master’s in communications studies 
from the University of Montana, 
Missoula, and a bachelor’s degree in 
communications studies from Winona 
State University.

Dr. R. Kevin Mackin, assistant 
professor of education, from the 
College of St. Scholastica, St. Paul 
campus.  He has his Ph.D. in 
educational leadership from Bethel 
University, an Ed.S. in secondary 
administration from the University 
of St. Thomas, a master’s degree in 
counseling and student personnel 
psychology from the University of 
Minnesota and a bachelor’s degree 
in secondary education from  the 
University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point.  

Dr. Stephen Weiss, associate 
professor of psychology comes from 
Three Rivers Community College in 
Norwich, Conn. He has a Ph.D. in 
cognition, learning, and perception 
experimental psychology and a 
master’s degree in experimental 
psychology from the City University 
of New York, an MBA in management 
from the University of Bridgeport and 
a bachelor’s degree in history from 
the University of Connecticut.

Professor Mohammad Manzoor 
Murshed, associate professor of 
management information systems, 
presented and published a paper at the 
second Annual International Conference 
on Software Engineering & Applications 
(SEA 2011), Singapore.  The title of 
Murshed’s paper was “GAmization: An 
improved anonymization technique 
using genetic algorithm,” which was also 
published in the conference proceedings. 
Co-author was Professor Dr. Suely 
Oliveira, from the University of Iowa. 

Murshed was also selected as a chair 
for one conference session and became 
associate member of the Global Science 
and Technology Forum (GSTF), which 
resulted in Upper Iowa University being 
invited to become a partner for the next 
GSTF & SEA conference.

Dr. Katherine McCarville, 
associate professor of 
geosciences, and Dr. 
Jennifer Stoffel, assistant 
professor of biology, 

presented their research titled “Creating 
the Future: Fostering Undergraduate 
Student Research” at the Council on 
Undergraduate Research Conference 
for Undergraduate Research Program 
Directors, Gateways to Best Practices.

K.C. Robb, assistant professor of Health, 
Physical Education and Recreation, 
returned from his third tour with the U.S. 

Army Reserve.  Sergeant First Class Robb 
served as the noncommissioned officer 
in-charge of the laboratory section for 
Soldier Resiliency and Readiness Center at 
Ft. Bliss in El Paso, Texas. Robb has more 
than 18 years of service in the Reserve.

Steven Smith, assistant professor of 
business, has been accepted into the 
Human Capital Management Ph.D. 
program at Bellevue University.  Professor 
Smith was also asked to become a 
member of the U.S. Technical Advisory 
Group (US TAG) to write international 
standards for HR.

Melle Starsen, assistant 
professor of communications, 
completed her doctorate 
in Media Studies from 
Fielding Graduate University.

She has made several presentations on 
her doctoral thesis about the prevalence of 
bullying and ubiquitous negative modeling 
that repeatedly is presented by children’s 
television shows as normal behavior. 
“Cool to be cruel: Mean-spiritedness 
in 21st century American children’s 
sitcoms,” was presented at the “Discourse/
Conversation/Communication” International 
Conference at Loughborough University 
in Loughborough, England; “What Is 
Television” conference at the University 
of Oregon, Portland; and at the seventh 
International Conference on the Arts 
in Society at John Moores University in 
Liverpool, England. 

Starsen also will be presenting her 
research on “The metamorphosis 
of modern television news into 
entertainment propaganda” at the 
Midwest Popular Culture Association/
American Culture Association in 
Columbus, Ohio, and on “Hidden 
messages: Archetypes in Blaxploitation 

films” at the 2012 Film and History 
Conference – Film and Myth, in 
Milwaukee, Wis.

Randy Thomas, assistant professor of 
business administration, was elected 
chapter president of the Waterloo-Cedar 
Falls Chapter of Institute of Managerial 
Accountants.

Dr. Roland Vazquez, assistant professor 
of social science and anthropology, 
presented his paper “Writing Victims: 
Post-Terrorist Fiction(s) in the Basque 
Country and Spain” at “Re-Visioning 
Terrorism:  An Interdisciplinary and 
International Conference,” hosted by 
Purdue University.  Dr. Vazquez also 
presented his paper “Institutionalized 
Legacies of ETA Victims: Mapping 
Basque Memory” at the Annual Meeting 
of the American Anthropological 
Association.

Dr. Cindy Waters, 
associate professor of 
education, presented at the 
third International Paris 
Conference on Education, 

Economics & Society in Paris. Dr. Waters’ 
presentation with Dr. Dawn Behan, of 
Clark College, was “Eat Your Breakfast, 
Honey: Eating for Success in School 
and Beyond.” Dr. Waters also presented 
with Kate Hornung at the 2012 UNI 
Elementary Literacy & Reading Recovery 
Conference on “Integrate Interactive 
Learning to Kindergarten Reading!”

Promoted – Dr. Janet Kehe was 
promoted to the rank of professor;  
Angela Leete to the rank of associate 
professor and granted tenure; Dr. Gerald 
Poppe to the rank of associate professor; 
and Randall Thomas to the rank of 
associate professor.  

teachiNg with techNology graNtS
UIU has awarded 2012 “Teaching with Technology” grants to promote use of technology 
in delivery of classroom instruction at the University. This year’s awards went to:

Dr. Nigel George, assistant professor of mathematics and physics,  to provide funding 
to attend the Tegrity User Conference to learn more about the Tegrity lecture capture 
system.

Dr. Gail Moorman Behrens, dean of the Andres School of Education, to develop and 
implement the Upper Iowa Andres School of Education iPad Project.

Mary E. Staniger to incorporate one-to-one computing in “Beginning Algebra” to 
increase student organizational skills, self-confidence, attendance and retention.

Dr. M. Graeme Armstrong, assistant professor of education and MHEA coordinator, and 
Dr. Jerry Poppe, assistant professor of political science and MPA coordinator,  to conduct 
a Web-Cam Presenter project to support online coursework for graduate students.

Faculty Notes

Dr. Graeme Armstrong in Finland.
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Both the fear of failure and the fear of success must be overcome 
to achieve success. That was the message heard by Upper Iowa 
University graduates during three commencement ceremonies 
on Saturday, May 5 – the 150th commencement event on the 
Fayette campus.

Artis G. Hampshire-Cowan, senior vice president and secretary at 
Howard University in Washington, D.C., delivered what she called 
the “uncommencement address....because I want to share some 
wisdom. I want you to benefit from one of my many life lessons. 
And besides, I want you to remember what I say today many 
years from now... advice that I hope will help you to navigate in 
the days ahead.” 

Hampshire-Cowan cautioned graduates that fear of failure can 
hold them back from being successful. “Because we know our 
human limitations, we stay in our comfort zone,” she said. “This 
can lead to a life of unfulfilled dreams and frustrations about 
what ‘could have been.’” Adding that fear of success can be just 

as limiting, Hampshire-Cowan urged graduates “to consider that 
your journey and success may be a testament to others on the 
ladder below you who are struggling to achieve, too.”

Defining courage as “doing what is right and just, even when we 
are afraid,” Hampshire-Cowan said the best antidotes to fear are 
courage and spiritual development. “Spending the time to develop 
yourself spiritually strengthens you and gives you courage,” she 
added. “It gives you faith to act on what you cannot see, but that 
which you hope for.”

About 700 of the more than 1,600 UIU students who were eligible 
for graduation this year walked across the stage Saturday. Sixty 
received master’s degrees, with about 640 receiving bachelor’s 
degrees.

Also debuting at the commencement were the peacock blue 
commencement stoles, worn by each graduate. The stoles were 
developed as part of the first-ever, student-led AQIP project. 

Commencement 2012

uiu graduateS over 1600 StudeNtS iN may ceremoNieS
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NSic playerS of the week
 

 2011-12 Northern Sun Conference Awards

 2011-12 All-NSIC Performers (Winter and Spring Sports)

The NSIC has announced its All-Academic 
Teams for the 2011-12 winter and spring 
athletic seasons, and 31 Peacock student-
athletes earned recognition. The men’s 
basketball program led the way on the 
winter team with five student-athletes, 
while the wrestling program had four and 
the women’s basketball program earned 
two honors.  All five of UIU’s spring sports 
were represented well with baseball and 
softball each placing five individuals on the 
team.  Tennis followed closely behind with 
four, while both the men’s and women’s 
golf teams had three individuals listed.  
To be eligible for this honor, the student-
athlete must be a member of the varsity 
traveling team and have a cumulative 
grade point average of 3.2 or better. The 

Peacock athletics

student-athlete must have also reached 
sophomore academic and athletic standing 
at the institution represented with one full 
year completed at their institution.

New Staff
• Ben Barkema – Assistant Football 

Coach (Defensive Line)

• Brandi Rideout – Assistant Athletic  
Director for Student-Athlete Services 
& Sr. Woman Administrator

• Nate Rucker – Women’s Cross 
Country Head Coach and Coordinator 
of Game/Event Management and 
Athletic Facilities

Upper Iowa 
University 
Director of 
Athletics David 
Miller announced 
that Nate 
Rucker has 
been selected 
as the new head 
women’s cross 
country coach 
at UIU. He will also serve as the Coordinator 
of Game/Event Management and Athletic 
Facilities.  Rucker spent the last four years as 
the Director of the Cross Country and Track 
and Field programs at Huntingdon College in 
Montgomery, Ala.

Upon joining the Huntingdon staff in 2008, 
Rucker began the cross country program 
and produced a conference championship 
team during the Hawks’ first season of 
competition. During his four seasons with the 
Hawks, the women’s team won two GSAC 
championships, for which Rucker was named 
the GSAC Women’s Cross Country Coach of 
the Year. The Hawks have had 21 academic 
All-Conference selections and one female 
runner named GSAC Freshman of the Year. 
Rucker has earned GSAC Coach of the Year, 
for men’s or women’s, five out of a possible 
eight times. The women’s team also earned 
USTFCCCA Academic All-American honors in 
2010 and 2011.

Upper Iowa President Alan G. Walker and 
Director of Athletics David Miller announced 
the reinstatement of the Peacock Women’s 
Cross Country program, effective for the 2013-
14 academic year. 

“Bringing back women’s cross-country to 
Upper Iowa University not only strengthens our 
overall athletics program, it also speaks to the 
University’s commitment to responding to the 
interests and abilities of all athletes. Since our 

founding as a University 155 years ago, UIU 
has been dedicated to meeting the educational 
and cocurricular needs of young men and 
women on our campus; and upholding the 
principles of Title IX simply reaffirms our own 
institutional values,” said UIU President Alan 
G. Walker. “Women’s cross-country has a 
strong positive history at UIU, and we are 
pleased to bring it back. These athletes will be 
an asset to our University, and we look forward 
to seeing them become leaders in and out of 
the classroom.”

UIU suspended all of its cross country, track 
and tennis programs for men and women as 
the University made the move up to the NCAA 
Division II level during the 2003-04 academic 
year. Women’s cross country is the second 
program to be reinstated by the University 
since UIU became Iowa’s only NCAA Division 
II university. The Peacock women’s tennis 
program returned for the 2006-07 season.

Rucker earned his undergraduate degree in 
communications in 2001 from the University of 
Dubuque, where he was a four-year member 
of the cross country and track and field 
teams. He also earned his master’s degree 
in education from Southwest Baptist in 2003. 
Rucker is married to the former Betsy Nelson. 
The couple has two daughters, Claire and 
Leah and one son, Kale.

Historically, Upper Iowa University reorganized 
and developed its track and field and cross 
country programs into a full-time part of UIU 
Athletic programs in 1983 under the leadership 
of then newly-appointed Athletic Director Don 
Butterbaugh. Previously, the University had 
relied on student-athletes from other Peacock 
athletic programs to compete in track and 
field and cross country rather than recruiting 
student-athletes solely for those programs.  
 
While slow to develop, the program grew. 
Student-athletes like Julie Scott, Julie 
Simonsen, Paula Wilbur and Michelle Van 
Sickle competed as individuals until the 
program finally took root in the fall of 1995.  
The team competed in the Iowa Intercollegiate 
Athletic Conference Tournament and claimed 
sixth place out of nine teams that season 
thanks to their leaders Louise Mitchell, Bridget 
Blitsch and Stacie Ringleb.

uiu reiNStateS womeN’S croSS couNtry; rucker to be head coach

Nate Rucker, Women’s 
Cross Country Coach

• Trevor Franklin (Wrestling) – First Team
• Winston Robbins (Wrestling) – First Team
• Mitch Schultz (Wrestling) – First Team
• Blake Sorensen (Wrestling) – Second Team
• Zach Rosol (Wrestling) – Second Team
• Tucker Wentzien (Men’s Basketball) – 

Second Team
• Amanda Nunez (Tennis) – First Team 

Singles and Doubles
• Karli Loewecke (Tennis) – First Team 

Doubles and Second Team Singles
• Angelica Alba (Tennis) – Honorable Mention 

Singles and Doubles
• Courtney Romer (Tennis) – Honorable 

Mention Doubles
• Tyler Adams (Baseball) – First Team and 

Gold Glove First Team
• Rudy Casillas (Baseball) – Second Team
• Jon Anderson (Men’s Golf) – First Team

athletic director 
hoNor roll hoNorS
161 StudeNtS
The UIU Athletics Department 
recognized 161 student-athletes who 
earned a spot on the Athletic Director’s 
Honor Roll. The honored group includes 
student-athletes, team managers, and 
student assistant coaches. To earn 
consideration for the Athletic Director’s 
Honor Roll, a student-athlete must have 
earned a minimum 3.0 grade-point 
average during the fall semester and/or 
achieved a cumulative 3.0 GPA or better. 
Each student was received by a host of 
Upper Iowa University faculty members, 
as well as UIU President Dr. Alan Walker 
and Director of Athletics David Miller. 

• Chris Smith (Football) named NSIC South 
Division Player of the Year & Newcomer of 
the Year

• Blake Sorensen (Wrestling) named NSIC 
Rookie of the Year

• Whitney Kieffer (Women’s Basketball) named 
to All-NSIC Freshman Team

• Tyler Adams (Baseball) named to NSIC Gold 
Glove Team

Tucker Wentzien
Men’s Basketball  

1/16/12

Whitney Kieffer 
Women’s Basketball 

1/30/12

Mario Madera 
Baseball
3/14/12

Amanda Nunez 
Women’s Tennis

4/16/12

jeSSie hubbard 
SigNS with toroNto 
argoNautS of cfl
Upper Iowa senior 
Jessie Hubbard 
(West Palm Beach, 
Fla.) has been 
signed by the 
Toronto Argonauts 
of the Canadian 
Football League.  
Hubbard was named to the 2011 All-
NSIC South Division Second Team.  The 
honor marks the second straight Second 
Team recognition after being named 
to the Honorable Mention team as a 
sophomore.  The three-time All-NSIC 
performer grabbed 152 receptions for the 
fourth most yards in Peacock history with 
2,340.  Hubbard also returned 41 kicks 
for 924 yards in his four seasons with 
the Peacocks.  His 18 career touchdown 
receptions are tied for fourth best all-
time at Upper Iowa, while his 19 total 
touchdowns are 10th on the all-time list.

NSic all-academic teamS aNNouNced

Faith Wallowing Bull holds four of the five 
women’s cross country records at Upper Iowa.  
Wallowing Bull posted times of 13:22 (2 mile, 
2000), 12:09 (3K, 1998), 20:01 (5K, 2000) 
and 25:21 (6K, 2002).  Angie Arellano holds 
the 4K record with a time of 17:53 in 2003.

“These athletes will be an 
asset to our University, and 
we look forward to seeing 
them become leaders in 
and out of the classroom.”

Walker
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trevor fraNkliN Named Ncaa diviSioN ii wreStler of the year
Undefeated 
Upper Iowa 
133-pounder 
Trevor Franklin 
was named 
the 2011-12 
NCAA Division 
II Wrestler of the 
Year. Franklin 
capped a perfect 
28-0 campaign 
by capturing his 
second straight 
Division II 

national championship March 10 in Pubelo, 
Colo., winning at 133 pounds this season 

after taking the 125-pound crown last year.
Franklin was a runaway winner and is the 
fifth recipient of the award, sponsored by 
the NCAA Division II Wrestling Coaches’ 
Association and voted on by eight regional 
representatives from around the country.
 
“This award doesn’t come to me alone; 
great coaching and great partners in the 
wrestling room have pushed me to this point. 
There are some awards you can control, like 
national championships, and then there are 
awards that you can’t like this one. It’s just 
great to have others recognize the work put 
in. I’m grateful for the honor,” Franklin said. 
 

Franklin put together a dominating season 
in 2011-12 for the Peacocks, giving up only 
four offensive points (two takedowns) in 28 
matches, including none in a 4-0 run to the 
title at the national tournament. He had 16 
bonus-point wins, collecting nine falls and 
seven major decisions.
 
A product of Unadilla Valley High School 
in South New Berlin, N.Y., Franklin ended 
the season with a 44-match winning streak 
and is 55-2 over the past two seasons. He 
has won three straight Super Region Three 
crowns and is undefeated in both Northern 
Sun Intercollegiate Conference and dual 
meet action for his career.

wreStliNg cloSeS year with aNNual legeNdS diNNer
The Upper Iowa wrestling program hosted their annual Legends Dinner and handed out their post-season awards on April 28 in Upper Iowa’s Student 
Center.  The guest speaker was Ryan Birt, a 2000 UIU alum and member of the Athletics Hall of Fame (’10).  Birt, a two-time NCAA All-American in 
1997 and 1999, had a remarkable career at UIU.  He was a three-year letter winner in both wrestling and football during his career with the Peacocks. 
Birt placed second in the nation in 1997 at 177 pounds and qualified for the national championships in 1998. Birt had his finest season in 1999 at 184 
pounds. He posted a 39-0 record, earned the Iowa Intercollegiate Athletic Conference (IIAC) Championship, was named the IIAC’s Most Outstanding 
Wrestler, and claimed NCAA Division III All-American status as a National Champion.

2012 Award Winners:  Outstanding Wrestler: Trevor Franklin; Outstanding Freshman: Blake Sorensen; Highest GPA: Mitchell Schultz; Most Dedicated: 
Carl Broghammer; Most Inspirational: Zach Rosol; Most Improved: Luke Stika; Most Wins: Wade Gobin; Most Falls: Zach Rosol and Jordan Rinken.

uiu fiNiSheS fourth 
at NSic meN’S golf 
champioNShip
Upper Iowa’s run at the NSIC Men’s Golf 
Championships ended with a fourth place 
finish.  Jon Anderson lost out on medalist 
honors after a three-hole playoff with St. 
Cloud State University’s Charlie West, but 
the Peacock senior did tie with West for 
low scores of the championship. Anderson 
shot a 73 (+2) on the final day following his 
66 (-5) in round three posting a very good 
weekend score of three shots under par. For 
the entire championship, Anderson was 
+3 (78-70-66-73, 287).  Following his great 
performance, Anderson was named to the 
NSIC Men’s Golf All-Tournament Team.

Athletics

The Upper Iowa University Athletics 
Department inducted six individuals 
into its 2011 Hall of Fame: Chad 
Bernard (1996), Larry Borst (1973), 
Ken Estling (1969), Jim Mitchell 
(1977), Marshall Richards (1975) and 
Jamie (Luchtel) Van Erem (2001).  
Homecoming 2011 brought the total 
membership to 165 in the Upper Iowa 
Athletics Hall of Fame. 
 
Chad Bernard (athlete) was a three-
year letter winner in baseball from 
1992-94 and was named the Iowa 
Intercollegiate Athletic Conference 
(IIAC) Most Valuable Player in 1993 
along with First Team All-IIAC honors 
as a pitcher.  He was also named to the 
NCAA Division III All-Region second 
team in 1993.

Larry Borst (athlete) was a four-year 
letter winner in football from 1969-72 
and was named All-IIAC as a defensive 
lineman for three consecutive years 
from 1970-72.

Ken Estling (coach) was a two-year 
letter winner in wrestling in 1966 
and ’67. Estling placed fourth in 
1966 and third in 1967 in the IIAC 
Tournaments. As a wrestling coach for 
32 years, he had a record of 316-112-7 
in dual meets, which is tied for 18th 
all-time in the state of Iowa.

Jim Mitchell (athlete) was a four-year 
letter winner in wrestling for the 
Peacocks from 1974-77 and wrestled at 
167 pounds for the Peacocks.  He was 
a four-time placewinner in the IIAC 
Tournament. Mitchell was conference 

champion in 1975 and 1976, along 
with a second-place finish in 1977.

Marshall Richards (athlete) was a 
four-year letter winner in football 
from 1971-74 and was named first 
team NAIA. He was also named to the 
District 15 first team in 1974, as well as 
All-IIAC second team as a quarterback 
in 1974. 

Jamie (Luchtel) Van Erem (athlete) was 
a four-year letter winner in women’s 
basketball from 1997-2001 and was 
named to the All-IIAC first team as a 
center in 2000, along with second team 
honors in 1999 and 2001. 

Full biographies of each new Hall 
of Fame member can be found on 
UpperIowaAthletics.com.

Hall of fame
Six peacockS iNducted iNto uiu athleticS hall of fame

The UIU Athletics Department inducted six new individuals into its Hall of Fame during 
Homecoming 2011—five as athletes and Ken Estling as a coach.  The induction of these members 
brings the total UIU Hall of Fame membership to 165. The Upper Iowa Athletics Hall of Fame 
was conceived in 1978, but the first class was not inducted until 1980 under the Darcy C. Coyle 
administration.  The purpose of the Hall of Fame is to recognize and honor the outstanding 
achievements of Upper Iowa University athletes, coaches, and officials. From left are Chad 
Bernard, ’96; Jamie (Luchtel) Van Erem, ’01; Marshall Richards, ’75; Larry Borst, ’73; Ken 
Estling, ’69; and Jim Mitchell, ’77.

7 to be hoNored  
iN 2012 claSS
The UIU Hall of Fame Committee 
will honor seven athletes during UIU 
Homecoming 2012 on September 28. 

Named to the 2012 Hall of Fame are: 
Jackie Bridges ’93 (football), Matt 
Cowley ’00 (baseball), Jarrad Jones ’00 
(baseball), Marty McKowen ’83 (coach), 
Sigmund Sanders ’96 (basketball), Cliff 
Thompson ’02 (wrestling) and Wade 
Whitcher ’02 (baseball).

The Hall of Fame Committee also 
announced it will add three members 
including a pair of Hall of Famers, Vicky 
(Ringenberg) Rarick and Jamie (Luchtel) 
Van Erem. The third member is Brandi 
Rideout, senior woman administrator of 
the athletics department.

peacock football 2012 Schedule
Date NSIC Opponent Location   Time 
8/31  Bemidji State University Bemidji, MN 6:00 pm 
9/8  St. Cloud State University Fayette, Iowa 6:00 pm 
 UIU Football Complex Opener
9/15  Minnesota State University-Moorhead Moorhead, MN 1:00 pm 
9/22  Minot State University Fayette, Iowa 3:00 pm 
9/29  Winona State University Fayette, Iowa 1:00 pm
 Homecoming 2012
10/6  Concordia University, St. Paul St. Paul, MN 12:00 pm 
10/13  Augustana College Fayette, Iowa 1:00 pm 
10/20  Southwest Minnesota State University Marshall, MN 5:00 pm 
10/27  University of Sioux Falls Sioux Falls, SD 1:00 pm 
11/3  Wayne State College Fayette, Iowa 1:00 pm
 Senior Day
11/10  Minnesota State University-Mankato Mankato, MN 1:00 pm
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“The best way to learn about each other 
is to sit next to each other in classes, to 
work together on the same projects, and 
to celebrate the same achievements,” 
said Ryan Griffith, executive director 
for International Programs and interim 
vice president. “Personal, face-to-face 
interaction is the best way to learn how 
we are different and, more importantly, 
how we are the same.”

Griffith, who has been leading the 
Upper Iowa University International 
Programs for six months during the 
search for a new vice president, said the 
UIU vision for international students 
– on the Fayette campus, in the U.S. 
centers, and in UIU’s locations in Asia 
–has made the program successful.

“UIU is committed to global citizenship. 
We are committed to lifelong learning,” 
Griffith said. “It doesn’t matter where 
you are as a student, we can provide a 
quality education and we are always 
there to help.”

UIU International Programs, which is 
headquartered on the Fayette campus, 
offers four types of service: academic 
programs in the United States for 
international students, American 
degree programs overseas, English as a 
Second Language courses on the Fayette 
campus for international students who 
do not have the English skills to be full-
time college students, and travel abroad 
programs for students and faculty.

most diverse campus in iowa
In Fayette, about 1 in every 6 students 
is from a country outside the United 
States.  During the third term in the 
2011-12 academic year, there were 152 
international students attending classes 
in Fayette, from 30 different countries 

on six continents. These totals were 
record highs for the residential campus 
since it accepted its first international 
student in 1882.

“International students seek out UIU for 
a variety of reasons,” Griffith said. “The 
majority of first-year students, whether 
they are referred by an agent or whether 
they come to us 
on their own, 
are looking for 
a safe, quiet 
environment in 
which to study 
in the United 
States.  Even 
though many 
international 
students want a U.S. education, 
many families are afraid to send 
their children to a place where gun 
ownership is legal. The fear of crime and 
weapons is profound overseas. Upper 
Iowa University offers them a safer, 
small-town rural environment and a 
picturesque campus in which students 
can earn the type of degree they want.”

Many international students on the 
Fayette campus are from Asia, where 
there are an increasing number of 
middle class students who want to 
study overseas, especially in America. 
A large number of Fayette international 
students are 
from Malaysia 
where UIU has a 
strong academic 
reputation and 
where the UIU/
SEGi partnership 
makes it relatively 
simple for students 
from Malaysia to 
complete their 

last semester or their last year on the 
Fayette campus. Division II athletics 
is also a draw for some students who 
come to play soccer, American football 
and basketball. Just as in the States, 
some student athletes want a school 
with a higher caliber of athletics where 
they can have a successful career while 
focused on earning their degree.

International students are acclimated 
to the campus through orientation, 
academic advising, activities and 
student organizations, Griffith added. 
“Our international organizations are 
healthy and expanding and offer a 
variety of activities for students, the 
campus community and Fayette,” 
he said. “The Office of Student 
Development supports international 
students as well, and provides 
opportunities for travel and adventures 
off campus and around the region.”

Griffith said the UIU International 
Programs office also is working to 

Leaving a global footprint...
one Peacock at a timeUIU meet chow Siu tiNg (joSeph)  

For short, you may call me ST. Joseph.  ST. 
does not mean Saint. It is just the initial of the 
first and second names of my whole name.  
Actually, Joseph refers to the Joseph who 
has the coat with many colors as mentioned 
in the Bible.

I am a mature student. That means I am not 
a teenager anymore for ages. I used to be a 
training officer in some large companies in 
Hong Kong before 2001. Afterwards, I have 
been self-employed in some different kinds of 
businesses such as retailing, wholesaling and 
printing industries. 

In 2010, I had decided to “invest” the rest 
of my life in enhancing the well being and 
psychological health of people through 
the counseling and training services and 
activities. Therefore, I started my bachelor’s 
degree of psychology in UIU (Hong Kong 
Campus). My dream is to be a motivational 
trainer and speaker. Obtaining my 
bachelor’s degree means I am prepared to 
apply to study for a master’s degree and to 
join professional bodies in the field.   

In the first few months at UIU, I felt odd 
when I sat with those lovely classmates 
in the classroom. Most of them were 
teenagers or  “20 something.”  Some of my 
schoolmates and I organized some activities 
-- UIU Friend Club, UIU Fellowship, UIU 
Volunteer Service Team, UIU Music Society, 
UIU Beauty Club, UIU Sports Club. I have 
many treasurable slices of life at UIU. All of 
them are precious and priceless. 

I obtained lots of knowledge, friendships 
and joyful memories. I am so thankful 
that I could study in UIU, my life has been 
changed a lot.” 

CHOW, Siu Ting (Joseph) ’12 
Psychology, UIU-Hong Kong

meet farrah ZeNNy 
lyN, uiu-malaySia
“The End” has no meaning for this 
Malaysian student, known as Zenny, 
who has become a household name in 
Malaysia.  Zenny turned around her own 
life and is now working to help others 
make positive changes in their lives.

When Zenny decided to compete in 
“Biggest Loser Asia,” she took the first 
step on a path that is still unwinding.  
Although eliminated in Round Two of 
the competition, she continued her work 
in the “Fitness First Programme” and 
emerged as the champion losing 32 
kilogrammes (70.5 pounds) in less than 
three months. 

The once-shy campus coed is now a 
brand name ambassador and performing 
artist who released her first solo album in 
2011. 

She founded the Aspiration & Inspiration 
Makes Success (AIMS) organization 
and travels around Malaysia to inspire 
audiences.

meet jamie ku, uiu-hoNg koNg faculty
“Teaching general education 
courses at UIU has marked 
the most fruitful 5½ years 
of my career. Not only 
are the faculty members 
intellectually inspiring and 
supportive, but the love and 
friendship that the students 
extend to me has been 
invaluable. 

The large variety of humanities courses allows my students to explore and 
develop the expertise that aligns with their own interests. I am also particularly 
grateful to UIU management for supporting “The Movies” course, which has 
helped me more fully develop my research interest and my own potential.”

Jamie Ku, faculty, UIU-Hong Kong

Farrah Zenny Lyn, ’12
Communications, UIU-Malaysia

Continued on page 20
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“Personal interaction 
is the best way to learn 
how we are different 
and how we are the 
same.” 

Griffith
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Alexander Woo always had a passion 
for the corporate world and saw the 
potential of combining psychology with 
communications in organizations and 
business. After graduating from UIU, 
he completed his master’s degree in 
managerial development and plans to finish 
his doctorate  in consumer psychology/
behavior. He joined CBC (Creative Beings 
Consultancy)as a consultant/trainer and is 
bringing the knowledge of human behavior 
and communications to the corporate 
world. He works with a variety of clients in 
the area of management, supervisory skills 
and team building.

meet alexaNder woo (woo Zi yaaNg) ’08 

Alexander Woo (Woo Zi Yaang,) ’08,  
and his wife, Wong Eun Wuei 
Psychology and Communication,  
UIU-Malaysia, Corporate Consultant,  
Creative Beings Consultancy

“Branching out from my major in Upper 
Iowa, I decided to venture into psychology 
for my electives. Since I’ve already picked 
up a set of communication skills, what better 
than to branch out and discover why people 
behave the way they do,” Alexander said. 
“Throughout my courses, I was exposed to 
projects that allowed us to contribute to the 
underprivileged. Students were empowered 
to form their own committees and organize 
events for various charity causes. 

“After the death of a friend and my own 
graduation, I decided that I needed to do 
more with my life; so I took out a loan and 
went on a search.  I began working with the 
Thai people, and the time I spent bonding 
with the people and adapting to their lifestyle 
changed my outlook on life. Material things 
that used to matter before my trip weren’t 
significant anymore. 

“I truly am grateful to UIU for encouraging 
the furtherance of shaping an altruistic 
mentality aside from grooming us toward 
academic excellence. Be it whatever 
major, UIU places importance on a 
complete and fulfilling education for their 
students. Not only did it garner a sense 
of accomplishment, confidence and 
independence, it formed a holistic conviction 
that revolutionizes the course of one’s life.”

“Before healing others, all we need is 
healing ourselves. The Bachelor of Science 
in Psychology is my third degree, yet, my 
very first time to explore my capability to 
a total distinct path of my life. Studying at 
UIU, I have a chance to investigate the 
world of psychology, not only theoretical 
knowledge, but it also led me through a 
great journey of my personal meanings of 
life. Such experience is unique, remarkable 
and memorable.  
 
As I become a professional in 
psychotherapy and hypnotherapy now, I 
would like to take this chance to specially 
thank all my lecturers and professors at 
UIU (HK Campus) who had cultivated and 
inspired me, in my academic field as well 
as my personal life. In Maori Proverb, there 
is a quote: “Turn your face to the sun and 
the shadows fall behind you.” Through the 
learning in UIU, I was deeply enlightened. 

reactivate the “Friends” program 
through which students are paired 
with families in the community to 
experience U.S. culture and to share 
their own cultures. “This type of 
interaction can have a ripple effect as 
people learn from our students that the 
world is very big. In return, our students 
become better prepared to handle some 
of the challenges in an increasingly 
competitive economy that demands 
greater engagement with other cultures,” 
he added.

Griffith noted that UIU has developed 
the reputation among international 
students, and the agents who 
recommend them, as an affordable 
school that takes care of its students. The 
IP office is very active with students, 
checking in with them regularly. “We’re 
not overly protective, but we let them 
air their frustrations and look for ways 
to serve them better,” he said. “And that 
impresses on the agents that we care 
about the international student.”

“That becomes very important in 
bringing more students to the University. 
The happier students are, the more they 
talk about UIU; and the word of a friend 
is powerful marketing,” he added.

on the ground in asia
UIU has been offering degree programs 
since the late 1990s in Hong Kong, 
Malaysia and Singapore. Griffith said 
there was a push in the ’90s for UIU to 
go overseas and to partner with Asian 
education providers to open UIU 
centers.  Griffith credits Edwin Tan, 
UIU director of Asian programs, with 
suggesting the diversity initiative to 
help realize the University’s vision of 
developing global citizens.
 
“UIU’s international program provides 
an opportunity for the Fayette faculty 
to travel to Asia and experience cross-
cultural differences and diversity.” 

“There is also opportunity through the 
faculty exchange to enhance teaching 
methodology, especially to reach 
students of diverse backgrounds,” 
Tan explained. “As the programs 
grow, staff  have the opportunity to 
interact internationally and to learn to 
communicate with each other. There 
is a strong possibility for forming an 
international alumni association to 
foster international networking for 
career opportunities. Everyone at UIU 
can benefit from these programs.”

Hong Kong is the site of the oldest UIU 
education center in Asia, which was 
opened in 1997 in partnership with 
Ramus International. Although UIU 
initially partnered with a local education 
provider, the University became the sole 
proprietor of UIU-Hong Kong Center 
in 2009. The number of students at the 
center is more than 300. Griffith said the 
Hong Kong center follows the model for 
UIU centers overseas, in that wherever 
UIU has an administrative base, there 
are two full-time faculty members, a 
UIU administrator, and a small staff.  
Alice Hung is center director, and David 
Eicher and Richard Pohl are full-time 
faculty members. They have a staff of 12. 
 
In Hong Kong, 70 percent of UIU 
students are non-traditional, part-time 

learners; so the center offers mostly 

evening and weekend courses.  UIU 
is certified to offer six majors in Hong 
Kong, and the most popular are business 
and psychology.  “There may be some 
small differences, but basically the 
majors are the same as in the States,” 
Griffith added. “The Hong Kong 
Education Bureau requires that course 
work be delivered the same as on the 
main campus. “The greatest difference 
from UIU-Fayette is that the center is 
located in an urban environment on the 
third floor of an office building,” 

Hung said the UIU Center attracts 
students because it offers the American 
style of interactive learning in small 
classes as well as the opportunity to be 
taught by a faculty member from the 
United States.

“Many courses in Hong Kong are taught 
with an international flavor even though 
the course content is U.S.-focused,” 
Hung added. “Students are interested 
in other global issues and appreciate 
this interaction with knowledgeable 
instructors.

Griffith added that the adult learners 
in the Hong Kong market need to earn 
a degree to advance at their job. “They 
are lifelong learners who are motivated 

to learn, but they need the flexibility of 
evening courses to earn the degree that 
will move them forward in their careers.  
Earning an American degree through a 
four-year university has a certain cachet 
of quality and academic rigor that 
benefits our graduates.” 

Malaysia had more than 800 students 
in its UIU program as of Census Day 
2012. UIU came to Malaysia in 1996, 
in partnership with PJ Community 
College, but is now partnered with SEGi 
University College, one of the largest 
education providers in Malaysia. In 

collaboration with SEGi, UIU offers 
the American Degree Program at all 
five SEGi campuses – Kota Damansara, 
Subang Jaya, Kuala Lumpur, Penang 
and Kuching.  Last December, UIU 
opened its first UIU-staffed office in 
Kota Damansara as the operations 
model evolved. “In this business climate 
it is best to have a partner, which helps 
ensure our reputation of quality and 
academic rigor,” Griffith said. “The UIU 
vision is that over time, we will roll out 
physical offices and centers at SEGi 
campuses that meet our requirements 
for the minimum number of students.”

Continued from page 18

Continued on page 22

meet jaSmiN foNg

Jasmin Fong, ’11 
Psychology, UIU-Hong Kong
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Selena Davant ‘12
Communications
Creteil, France
 
Selena Davant from suburban Paris came 
to UIU in 2009 as a student in the English 
as a Second Language program.  In 2012, 
she was the first ESL student to graduate 
with a bachelor’s degree from Upper Iowa 
University. 

Selena completed the ESL program in just 
16 weeks and completed her bachelor’s 
degree in just two and a half academic 
years because she had already completed 
some post-secondary education in France.
While at UIU, Selena was the first 
international student to serve as an officer 
in the Student Government Association 
and was active in other campus 
organizations as well.

“I was in university in France, but it did not 
work for me. The semester was so long, 
I did not focus in class and I started to 
fail. But since I’ve been here, my grades 
are better, and I am more motivated to 
go to class.” Selena said. “UIU made the 
difference for me. The eight-week terms 
are the best things in the world. Every 
school should have the eight-week terms.  
You don’t get bored. Everything is exciting, 
and you have time to focus.”

Selena plans to pursue a master’s degree 
in fine arts in the United States.

Nearly 70 percent of the students in 
Malaysia are traditional, college age. 
Students take their first two years of 
general studies with SEGi, and then 
complete upper level courses with UIU.  
Kalai Ponniah is Malaysia programs 
director, assisted by a staff of four. UIU 
is currently filling vacancies for full-time 
faculty at Kota Damansara, which offers 
seven majors.

Griffith noted that the student population 
in Malaysia is very diverse, frequently 
being bilingual or trilingual. Students 
like American pop culture and believe 
an American degree will help them get 
into graduate school. UIU-Malaysia also 
attracts students from other countries, and 
about 10 percent of its full-time students 
are currently from outside Malaysia.

“The prestige of U.S. degrees sells 
overseas,” Griffith said. “They are 
willing to pay a little more and have the 
opportunity to study in the United States 
during their final year. Under current 
regulations, there are immigration benefits 
if you can successfully complete one year 
at a college in the United States. Optional 
Practical Training allows those students to 
live and work in the United States for up 
to one year after graduation.”

“Studying at UIU is appealing to students 
because of the flexibility in our programs 
compared to the more rigid British-
style programs offered in Malaysia,” 

Ponniah added. “Our entrance 
requirements also allow 
students to enter straight 
from the Form Five schooling 
without taking another post-
secondary qualification.  
Students also appreciate our 
continuous assessment methods 
rather than having the sole 
major assessment be the final 
exams like the British model.”

“Expectations are high here 
in Malaysia that UIU will successfully 
expand its physical presence to other 
SEGi locations, and possibly introduce 
other undergraduate programs and even 
graduate programs,” Ponniah added. “UIU 
is the major U.S. university here offering 
the 4+0 program, which is the more 
popular model.”

Singapore, as a nation, is recovering from 
an educational scandal in which students 
were frequently duped by organizations 
that offered degrees but provided 
nothing for the money.  To crack down 
on educational providers, the Singapore 
government passed legislation that 
created the Council for Private Education 
(CPE). Organizations must receive CPE 
approval to legally provide educational 
services in the country. UIU is currently 
working with CPE and a locally respected 
education provider to resume operating as 
UIU-Singapore.

“Singapore is looked up to in Asia as a 
rapidly growing hub of shipping and 
finance,” Griffith said. “The country’s rules 
and regulations serve the greater good 
and have moved the nation from poverty 
to wealth. They do not tolerate graft and 
corruption; and, as a whole, education 
providers are recovering from a huge 
black eye.”

Tan, who is based in Singapore, said that 
there are now 350 organizations offering 
education programs in Singapore where 
previously there had been more than 
1,000. “The government’s regulation of 
the education industry is in line with 
its intention to promote Singapore 
as an education hub,” Tan said. “The 
industry is progressively building back 
its reputation as the best destination for 
higher education in the region, attracting 
students from neighboring countries. In 
fact, the government is targeting about 
150,000 foreign students to study here by 
year 2015.” 

Tan believes UIU-Singapore will be 
successful because it has the lowest tuition 
for an American degree in the market, 
with rolling intake and opportunities to 
study in the United States. 

“Singapore has won many international 
accolades for political stability, is an 
economic powerhouse in the region, 
and is one of the safest societies in  

which to live,” he added. “It is really 
difficult to find fault with this small,  
but vibrant country.

Strengthening english Skills
Speaking, writing and reading 
English well is essential to success for 
international students studying at Upper 
Iowa University. When those skills 
aren’t developed enough, UIU has a 
program to prepare students for future 
matriculation at Upper Iowa.  Through 
the English as a Second Language (ESL) 
program, international students are 
conditionally admitted to Upper Iowa.  If 
they satisfactorily complete the program 
within 1.5 years and get the approval of 
the ESL director, they can be accepted 
into an undergraduate program either 
as a freshman or at a higher level if they 
bring in transfer credits. The beginner 
and advanced levels of ESL are taught 
by adjunct faculty members, directed 
by Sarah Bjork, who also recruits for the 
program.
 
“The prestige of U.S. degrees sells 
overseas,” Griffith said. “They are 
willing to pay a little more and have the 
opportunity to study in the United States 
during their final year.

“We have found that students who 
transfer into UIU from the ESL program 
actually have higher GPAs than 
international students who don’t complete 

the ESL program,” Griffith said. “Their 
success indicates that the skills learned 
in ESL stick and translate into the real 
world.”

Students are not required to transfer into 
UIU or any other college credit program 
following completion of ESL; however, 
the matriculation rate is quite high – as 
high as 100 percent in some years. The 
ESL institute maintains an online blog at 
http://uiueslinstitute.blogspot.com

out in the world
Part of fostering greater engagement 
with other cultures is encouraging U.S. 
students and UIU faculty to travel to 
other countries as well.  The International 
Programs Office offers a faculty exchange 
program that has sent 18 U.S. faculty 
members to Malaysia or Hong Kong 
to teach for a term, and has brought 
international professors to the Fayette 
campus. Several have signed up for 
multiple terms teaching abroad.  

International Programs has worked with 
the UIU Office of Student Development 
to develop the Alternative Spring Break 
service trips internationally, with a group 
from UIU traveling to Belize to provide 
service to local communities and schools. 
Another project during May term sends 
a student-faculty group to Haiti to help 
rebuild that country.  

“This is definitely an area that is ripe for 
expansion,” Griffith said. “We would love 
to see our American students studying 
at our international centers, just as some 
of our international students finish 
their degree on the Fayette campus. 
The challenge is student housing. It is 
currently an impossible obstacle in Hong 
Kong. In the future, we hope to see it 
become an option. Meanwhile, we look to 
technology to help make the connection 
between our international students in 
Asia and our other UIU students.”

Continued from page 20

Pete the Peacock and UIU Malaysia students welcome prospective students during the 
“American Open Day.”

Left, students set up for Green Day in Malaysia.22     uiu.edu     Summer 2012
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Life changing.

buSiNeSSmaN eNdowS freShmaN ScholarShip
A Madison, Wis., businessman and his wife 
have established an endowed scholarship at 
Upper Iowa University for students from the 
Fayette area.

The Ralph Kauten Endowed Scholarship 
will be awarded annually to an incoming 
freshman with financial need. Ralph 
Kauten, who attended UIU in the late 
1960s and early 1970s, is a graduate of West 
Central Community School, Maynard, 
Iowa. The youngest of 11 children, he grew 

up near Fayette.  

First priority for the scholarship is for students from West Central Community 
School, North Fayette Community School, or Valley Community School.  The 
student may maintain the scholarship for four years should they stay in good 
standing with the institution.

“The offering of a scholarship to Upper Iowa was the triggering event to launching 
my career and the rest of my life. Receipt of a scholarship made it possible for me 
to attend college, so I feel it is appropriate to provide other young people the same 
opportunity,” Kauten said. “Education has made a major difference in my life, and I 
want others to have those same life-changing opportunities.” 

Kauten is especially grateful to some of his former teachers: Emma Downing, his 
fourth grade teacher at Fayette Elementary School; Bill Burke, his science teacher at 
West Central Community School; and two of his UIU professors, David Mitchell, 
his freshman English teacher who went on to win a Pulitzer Prize, and his calculus 
professor, William Drake.

Once an accounting major at UIU, today Kauten is chairman and CEO of 
Quintessence Biosciences, a company which is working to improve the lives 
of cancer patients by developing new drugs based on EVade™ Ribonuclease 
technologies. Kauten has served as co-founder and leader in a number of 
biotechnology companies including Promega Corporation, PanVera Corporation, 
and Mirus Bio Corporation. Designated as an Entrepreneur of the Year by Ernst and 
Young, Kauten serves on boards of directors and advisory boards for companies in 
the biotechnology industry and in other industries. 

His wife, Erica, originally from Los Angeles, Calif., served as the Wisconsin State 
Director of the Small Business Development Centers, a network of 12 service centers 
and three specialty centers located at four-year University of Wisconsin campuses. 

Life changing. That’s what Upper Iowa University has been for more than 30,000 alumni over the last 
155 years.  As we reflect on our history, and look to our future, the possibilities are endless. Every day, 
the faculty, staff and administrators are Transforming UIU through the development of programs, 
offering courses at new locations and refining the policies and practices that support student learning.  
The key to all of our success has been our ability to educate an ethnically and geographically diverse 
population of students who graduate and go on to reach great accomplishments in their careers.

It is hard to put into words just how exciting it is to be part of the UIU family.  This institution is 
prominent in higher education, not only on a regional or national level, but internationally. I have had 

the opportunity to meet Peacocks around the world and have witnessed firsthand the difference UIU is making in the lives of our 
students and graduates.

We will continue this tradition of excellence by providing access to education that defies traditional boundaries.  
We strive to provide unmatched experiences for our students through curriculum, experiential learning and  
one-on-one access to instructors in person and electronically.

Join us as we continue Transforming UIU. To date, we have secured over $21 million toward our $25 million 
goal in the Transforming UIU Capital Campaign. Your support is critical to providing facilities, scholarships 
and programs. Your investment in Upper Iowa University will shape the future of education for our graduates.

Projects on the horizon include a building that will house our Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics (STEM) programs. This building is the cornerstone to increasing the collaboration between 
programs and will create a synergy that is necessary to engage students in learning about these fields. Your 
investment may lead to scientific discoveries we only dream about today.

Current building projects include two new residence halls that will accommodate the increased enrollment of 
residential students on the Fayette campus. These new suite-style apartments are critical in recruitment and 
retention of our students. The Harms-Eischeid Stadium is slated for completion in August 2012. It is shaping 
up to be one of the premier football venues in NCAA Division II Football.  

The centers continue to grow both in size and number of locations – we reopened the Jackson Barracks 
Center in New Orleans this spring, and we are working to enroll students at a proposed center in Mesa, Ariz. 
As our needs in each community change, we continue to find new space that is conducive to the teaching/learning exchange that 
happens in our classrooms.

Can you feel the excitement? Do you feel the change happening? Join us in 
Transforming UIU! There are naming opportunities still available in each of the 
facilities. If there is some specific program, facility or department you would like to 
support, contact us. Every gift, every investment is critical in this transformation.

It’s a great time to be a Peacock!

Wendell Snodgrass 
Vice President for Advancement, Development & Alumni Relations

Message from the Advancement Office Endowed Sholarships

Ralph and Erica Kauten

Upper Iowa University 
has created an endowed 
scholarship to honor 
a long-time employee 
who passed away 
suddenly in May 2011.  
The Linda Haines 

Endowed Scholarship will benefit students in 
the University’s Academic Extension learning 
experience, who are generally nontraditional 
students pursuing a degree while balancing job 
and family.

The Linda Haines Endowed scholarship was 
made possible by a lead gift of $22,750 from 
President Alan G. Walker and First Lady Debra 
Walker in support of the Haines scholarship and 
UIU’s capital campaign, “Transforming UIU.” 
The balance of the scholarship endowment was 
donated by 37 UIU faculty and staff members.

Haines joined the UIU staff in 1996 and was 
named the University’s associate vice president 
for Academic Extension in 2009. 

eNdowed ScholarShip 
hoNorS uiu employee

UIU President Alan Walker and Wendell 
Snodgrass join Dr. Adriel Hilton and Dr. 
Melik Peter Khoury at a recent reception 
to celebrate the Hilton-Khoury Endowed 
Scholarship, which was established to assist 
UIU students of diverse backgrounds. 
From left are President Walker; Hilton, 
executive assistant to the President and 
chief diversity officer; Khoury, senior vice 
president for strategic positioning and 
chief strategic enrollment and marketing 
officer; and Snodgrass, UIU vice president 
for advancement, development & alumni 
relations.

hiltoN-khoury 
ScholarShip aidS 
diverSe StudeNtS
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alumNi caleNdar of eveNtS
- August 9-19 – Iowa State Fair 

- September 8 – Ribbon Cutting for Harms-Eischeid 
Stadium (first night home game)

- September 20 – Music in the Junction, West Des Moines

- September 27-30 – Homecoming Weekend

- November 11 – Veterans Day

- November 28 – Hong Kong Cocktail Reception

- December (TBD) – Malaysia and Hong Kong alumni 
event and commencement ceremony

New uiu board  
member aNNouNced

Dr. Margaret B. 
Lawson has been 
named to the Upper 
Iowa University Board 
of Trustees.   

Lawson is a 1970 
graduate of UIU  

with a bachelor of arts degree in English. 
Following the completion of her degree, 
she served as an assistant residence hall 
director at Boston University. From 1977-
1981, Lawson attended the Illinois College 
of Podiatric Medicine, where she received 
her doctorate in podiatric medicine. She 
is a member of the National Podiatric 
Medical Association, having served on its 
board from 1983–1985.  From 1985-87, 
Lawson served as a clinical professor at 
Scholl College of Podiatry in Chicago, Ill. 
and has been involved in the Women’s 
Chicago Urban League, also serving on its 
board from 2001-2008.  

Lawson is currently a podiatrist with a 
practice in Winnetka, Ill.

lebiN receiveS tfa leaderShip award
UIU Board of Trustee member, Scott Lebin ’64, recently received the 
annual Leadership Award from Transamerica Financial Advisors 
(TFA) during the organization’s annual meeting in Tampa, Fla. TFA 
presents the award each year to recognize an outstanding individual 
who has been a leader within the organization and in the local 
community.
  

Lebin was recognized for his involvement as president of the Transamerica Circle of 
Honor Society and the Circle of Honor Society Foundation (COHS) and for his work in 
Dallas and Tampa for Habitat for Humanity and fundraising for the COHS Foundation, 
which provides matching funds to members’ local charities.  He was also recognized 
for his community involvement as chair of the board of the Geneva, Ill., Chamber of 
Commerce, his work with the Geneva Lions Club, his service on the advisory council of 
the Family Shelter Service to help victims of domestic violence, and his work with the 
Geneva Downtown Partnership and Geneva Economic Development Commission.

Lebin is president and CEO, Lebin Financial Management, Inc., and Managed Economics 
for Doctors, Inc., Geneva, Ill.

2012

uNder coNStructioN
Capital campaign update

murdock to chair iowa buSiNeSS aNd 
iNduStry group

Dennis Murdock ’68 
has been elected chair 
of the Iowa Association 
of Business and 
Industry (ABI) Board 
of Directors. ABI is the 
largest business network 

in Iowa and serves as Iowa’s State Chamber. 

Murdock is executive vice president and 
CEO of Central Iowa Power Cooperative 
(CIPCO), which is the largest cooperative 
energy provider in Iowa. He has been a 
member of the UIU Board of Trustees since 
2005 and currently serves as treasurer.  

Murdock’s list of affiliations includes 
member of the board and chairman of Iowa 
Capital Investment Corporation; member 
of the board of managers of the Iowa 
Community Development, LC; member 
of board of directors and chairman of the 
Iowa Capital Corporation; member of 
board of directors and chairman of the 
Iowa Area Development Group; member of 

board of directors of Hawkeye Insurance 
Association; and member of the board 
of directors and chairman of Capital 
Management Associates.

UIU board update

Join us for the  First Home Game of the Harms-Eischeid Stadium
and Grand Opening and Ribbon-Cutting Ceremony  

Saturday, September 8, 2012
3:00 p.m. – Program 

3:40 p.m. – Tour & Highlights

4:00 p.m. – Tailgate Reception

6:00 p.m. – Kickoff against...  
                    St. Cloud State University

 First Peacock Game under the Lights! 
Everyone who attends the grand opening receives a free ticket to the game!

It’s a great day to be a Peacock!
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Transforming UIU, the capital campaign, continues to make a visible 
difference on campus. The campaign, to date, has raised $21.1 million 
of the $25 million goal. Construction of the Harms-Eischeid Stadium 
is nearing completion in time for a September 8 opening. The first 
steel was swung into place on April 30 for South Village 2 and 3, the 
new suite-style residence halls; and they are rapidly emerging on the 
horizon. Occupancy is expected by late fall.      

Watch the webcam and view our weekly updates at www.uiu.edu/transforming-uiu
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successful career in education, both as a 
teacher and administrator. 
 
Lawson Coapstick, ’83, Iowa City, IA, 
was inducted into the Veteran’s Trail at 
Coralville Lake on Memorial Day. Coapstick 
is a pharmacy technician at the Iowa City 
VA Health Care System. Selection criteria 
are having been honorably discharged, 
having had a long-term residence in 
Johnson County, currently living and 
have at least a Purple Heart or higher. The 
Veteran’s Trail honors all Veterans who 
have served in the military. Coapstick was 
involved in ROTC while attending Upper 
Iowa, and after graduation spent three years 
in active duty in the Army as a Medical 
Service Corps Officer. He also served in the 
Iowa Army National Guard and U.S. Army 
Reserves. He was deployed to Iraq in 2003 
and Afghanistan in 2009 for Operation 
Iraqi Freedom and Operation Enduring 
Freedom, respectively. He earned numerous 
medals while serving, including the Legion 
of Merit and the Bronze Star Medal. He 
retired from the military in 2010. Previous 
to his UIU education and Army service, 
he was a dental technician in the U.S. Navy 
for six years. Coapstick is married to UIU 
alumna Janet Coapstick ’82.
 
Adolph Kochendorfer, ’85, Fort Dodge, 
IA, took his St. Edmonds, Fort Dodge, 
boys basketball team to the Class 2A Iowa 
High School Athletic Association (IHSAA) 
2012 State Tournament. The Gaels finished 
second. This was the fifth state tournament 
appearance in this decade, and 13 overall, 
for the St. Edmonds Gaels.

Rick Heller, ’86, Terre Haute, IN, is 
the head baseball coach at Indiana State 
University, Terre Haute. Indiana State won 
the regular season baseball conference title 
for the Missouri Valley Conference this 
spring. The regular season championship 
was the fourth in school history and the first 
outright regular season championship.

Eric Dettbarn, ’87, Monona, IA, and 
his MFL-MarMac boys basketball team 
qualified for the 2012 Class 2A Iowa High 
School Athletic Association (IHSAA) State 
Tournament. The Bulldogs finished fourth, 
and Dettbarn was honored by the IHSAA 
with 300+ basketball victories. At the end 
of the season Dettbarn was named District 
4 Class 2A Coach of the Year by the Iowa 
Basketball Coaches Association (IBCA).

Michele Matt 
Weston, ’87, 
West Des 
Moines, IA, 
is founder 
and president 
of Inspiring 

Solutions, a central Iowa business and 
innovative resource team that provides 
customized products, and training and 
facilitation services to companies, schools 
and associations throughout the United 
States, specializing in the retirement 
living industry. Inspiring Solutions was 
awarded the Impact to Business award in 
December 2011 from the American Society 
for Training & Development (ASTD), 
Central Iowa chapter, for work with 
Matagorda Regional Medical Center, Bay 
City, TX, on a service excellence initiative. 
Pictured presenting the award to Weston 
(right) is Penny Galbreath, ASTD Central 
Iowa Chapter president. In March 2012 
Inspiring Solutions was honored as an 
Inscape Publishing Emerald Award Winner, 
Inscape’s second highest award level.

Michael Ruane, ’89, Waterloo, IA, was 
highlighted in the Waterloo-Cedar Falls 
Courier recently as one of the Top 10 
Financial Executives in the Cedar Valley, 
selected by a committee for the Cedar 
Valley Business Monthly. Ruane is chief 
financial officer and vice president of 
human resources at Hellman Associates, 
Inc., and has been with the company for 
over eight years. In addition to managing 

the company’s finances, he oversees human 
resources, is involved in tracking and 
forecasting sales activities and provides 
leadership in their accounting system. 
Ruane and his wife, Lesa, have two sons.

Julie McCready, 
’90; Jennie 
McCready-Cardo, 
’02 and Kami 
McCready, ’09 are 
pictured holding 
The Bridge at the 
Oklahoma Land 
Run Monument 
in Oklahoma City, 
Oklahoma. 

Wayne ’91, and 
Cathy Langel, 
’04, Maynard, IA, 
traveled with their 
three children to 
Germany. They 
are pictured with 

The Bridge in front of Hofbrauhaus in 
Munich. Cathy is a transfer and external 
credit specialist-international focus for the 
Registrar’s Office at UIU, and Wayne is a 
software engineer for InsureZone, Fort 
Worth, TX.

Kevin Gerdes, ’93, Mahtomedi, MN, 
was named director of the Public and 
Nonprofit Leadership Center (PNLC) 
in January 2012. PNLC is a community 
that creates and nurtures excellence in 
public affairs management and leadership. 
Gerdes has had a 32-year career with the 
Minnesota National Guard, serving in a 
variety of leadership positions, including 
Commander at the Company, Battalion 
and Brigade levels. He completed a tour of 
duty in Iraq as a Commander, returning in 
2006. He then helped establish Minnesota’s 
“Beyond the Yellow Ribbon” reintegration 
program which works with community 
based organizations to assure that service 

1990s
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Helen (Morgan) 
Buell, ’41 (left), 
Wichita, KS, is 
pictured with The 
Bridge visiting 
her sister, Wilma 
(Morgan) Hoth, 
’46, Omaha, NE. 
“Reminiscing 
about UIU years 
was so much fun!”

Marian Anderlik, 
’60, Cresco, IA, 
was inducted into 

the Howard County Business & Tourism 
(HCBT) Hall of Fame during its annual 
banquet. She was honored for her efforts 
in volunteering and involvement in and 
around Cresco, and also for being caring, 
passionate and humble. Before she retired 
in 1989, she taught junior high math 
in Cresco for many years. In 1999 she 
coauthored a book about rural schools in 
Howard County, called Memories of One-
Room Schools in Howard County, Iowa. In 
2012, the book was revised and rebound 
by the Peacock Press at Upper Iowa 
University. Copies are available for sale at 
the Cresco Welcome Center.

Kathleen 
“Kaye” 
(Shields), ’60, 
and Dr. Paul 
Johnson, ’61, 
Davenport, 
IA, celebrated 
their 50th 

wedding anniversary with a trip to Maui, 
HI, with their daughter and son-in-law, 
Dr. Jyll Johnson Miner and Rod, and 
their three daughters. Kaye and Paul 
retired from the Davenport Community 
School District after 45 years. Kaye was an 
elementary teacher, retiring from Adams 
Elementary. Paul had the honor of opening 
North High School and serving as the first 

principal there. He is the president-elect of 
the Davenport Rotary Club.

Nick Baumgartner, ’64, Cleveland 
Heights, OH, retired as professor of 
chemistry after a 42-year career at John 
Carroll University. He began his career at 
John Carroll as assistant professor in 1969 
and has served as chair of the Chemistry 
Department, associate dean and dean of 
the College of Arts and Sciences. He was 
recipient of a Grauel Faculty Fellowship 
in 1985-86 and the Distinguished Faculty 
Award in 1990. Baumgartner has been 
a member of the American Chemical 
Society, serving as director of the 
Cleveland Section. He has been a board 
member of the Northeastern Ohio Science 
and Engineering Fair since 1987, and in 
1995 was presented with the Distinguished 
Service Award from the Cleveland 
Technical Societies Council. Baumgartner 
has been published in journals such as 
Photochemistry and Photobiology.

Sharon 
(Thyer) 
Heth, ’66, 
and Dennis 
Heth, ’65, 
Fort Madison, 
IA, took 
their Bridge 

on a recent trip to Paris, France. They are 
pictured in front of Notre Dame Cathedral. 
Sharon and Dennis are both retired and 
enjoy traveling around the United States 
and Europe. Sharon taught and was a 
children’s librarian, and Dennis taught and 
was an elementary principal for 35 years.

Lanis Lenker, ’68, Mt. Vernon, IL, has 
retired after 42 years of teaching math at 
Lena-Winslow High School and Wesclin 
High School in Illinois. He continues to do 
professional development workshops in a 
variety of technology and pedagogy topics. 

Vic Miller, ’69, 
Oelwein, IA, took 
his copy of The 
Bridge all the way 
to Necko Harbor, 
Antarctica.

Dr. Darrel Lang, 
’70, Emporia, KS,  

is pictured sharing The Bridge with teachers 
from Guam. He spent a week there 
providing professional development for the 
Guam Department of Education. Dr. Lang 
is a UIU Board of Trustees member and a 
1998 inductee into the UIU Athletic Hall  
of Fame.
 
Bill Roths, ’74, Cedar Falls, IA, was 
named vice president of real estate lending 
at the Waverly, IA, office of State Bank & 
Trust. Roths has 35 years of experience in  
banking as a real estate lender and was  
vice president for First State Bank Iowa  
in New Hampton, IA.

John Rothlisberger, 
’82, Fredericksburg, 
IA, was appointed 

in January to complete a vacant term on 
the Board of Trustees at Northeast Iowa 
Community College (NICC) in Calmar, 
IA. He will represent six northeast Iowa 
school districts. Rothlisberger has an 
M.A. in educational administration from 
University of Northern Iowa, and an 
Ed.S. in educational administration from 
Drake University with a superintendent 
endorsement. He is currently participating 
in the United Methodist School for Lay 
Ministry. He has a strong background and 

1940s

1970s

1960s

1980s
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men and women feel supported by their 
communities upon their return from active 
duty. The program became the model upon 
which national policy is now based. He 
completed his full-time career in October 
as the Chief of Staff for The Adjutant 
General and continues his service with the 
Minnesota National Guard as a Brigadier 
General. Gerdes was guest speaker at the 
2012 Anoka, MN, Memorial Day service. 
He is currently finishing his PhD in 
leadership studies at the University of St. 
Thomas. He and his wife, Mickey, have  
two sons.

Lisa (Maanum) 
Richards, ’93, 
Monticello, MN, 
was the alumni 
speaker at the 
Senior Social held 
on the UIU Fayette 
campus. Lisa is 
senior director of 

customer relations and sales operations 
for Starkey Laboratories, Inc., in Eden 
Prairie, MN. Lisa and her husband, Steve, 
have two daughters, Calli and Rylie.

Dawn Muhlbauer, ’94, Decorah IA, 
graduated with high honors from the 
Graduate School of Banking at the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison. 
Muhlbauer is the chief financial officer at 
Decorah Bank & Trust Company.

John Brasfield, ’95, Derby, KS, has been 
promoted to manager of FlightSafety 
International’s Cessna Aircraft maintenance 
learning centre in Wichita. Brasfield is an 
experienced fixed and rotary wing aircraft 
pilot and has been in the U.S. Army for 
nearly 25 years and a member of the 
Reserve since 1999. He currently serves 
as Force Manager for the USAR Legal 
Command and was previously assigned 
as a Legal Assistant, Reconnaissance 
Squad Leader, Maintenance Officer and 

a Financial Management Officer prior to 
joining FlightSafety.

Dr. Mark Dearden, ’96, Vinton, IA, 
is medical director in Cedar Rapids, 
Iowa, and has served patients in the 
area since 2003. He is currently assigned 
to the Vinton Medical Clinic and the 
Virginia Gay Hospital. In addition to 
being supervising physician at the Van 
Home Family Medical Clinic he is the 
medical director of three Benton county 
nursing homes and works with Hospice 
Compassus. He received his Doctor of 
Osteopathy from Des Moines University-
College of Osteopathic Medicine. He 
serves as chairperson of the Benton 
County Board of Health and as Deputy 
Benton County Medical Examiner. He also 
volunteers at Vinton Shellsburg Schools 
and serves on several church committees. 
Dearden and his wife have four children, 
and they enjoy collecting and restoring 
antique furniture.
 
Charles “Chuck” Kremer, ’96, Rochester, 
MN, was promoted to Quality Specialist 
II in the Nucleotide Polymorphism 
Laboratory, Department of Laboratory 
Medicine and Pathology, Mayo Clinic, 
Rochester, MN. He also was appointed 
to the academic rank of instructor in 
Laboratory Medicine and Pathology, 
College of Medicine, Mayo Clinic. 

Rep. Roger Thomas, ’96, Elkader, Iowa, 
announced that he will seek re-election in 

2012 in the new House District 55, which 
includes Fayette, Winneshiek, and Clayton 
counties. Thomas is serving his seventh 
term in the Iowa House. He serves as the 
ranking member of Economic Growth 
and Rebuild Iowa committee, and holds 
positions on Agriculture, Veterans Affairs 
and Ways and Means Committee, as well 
as the Transportation Committees and 
Infrastructure and Capitals Appropriations 
Budget Subcommittee. In recent years, 
Thomas was a business consultant for Iowa 
Workforce Development in Decorah, IA. 
Thomas and his wife, Rosemary, have three 
grown children and four grandchildren.

Kevin Clipperton, ’97, Greene, IA, took 
his North Butler girls basketball team 
to the Class 1A Iowa Girls High School 
Athletic Union (IGHSAU) 2012 State 
Tournament.

Daniel McCollum, ’98, Eland, WI, 
was named assistant vice chancellor for 
academic administration, effective June 
25, at the University of Wisconsin-Green 
Bay. McCollum most recently served as 
assistant campus dean for administrative 
services at UW-Marshfield/Wood 
County since 2002, and previous to that 
was a regional director for Northcentral 
Technical College, Wausau, where he 
also taught courses and coordinated 
institutional research and continuing 
education. From 1983 through 1995, he 
was director of campus services for UW-
Stevens Point. McCollum has 18 years of 

Class Notes
service with the Wisconsin Army National 
Guard, where he held the rank of staff 
sergeant. He is completing his doctoral 
program in educational leadership at 
Cardinal Stritch University.

Debra “Deb” Schott, ’98, ’01, Atkins, IA, 
is the executive director of The Spectrum 
Network in Decorah, IA. The Spectrum 
Network assists men and women who 
have many types of obstacles, including 
mental illness, disability and chemical 
dependence, and creates customized 
solutions so they can live and work in the 
community. Schott leads a staff of 25 and 
oversees all of the programs and services. 
Schott has her Ph.D. in organization and 
management, and is also a certified public 
accountant (CPA) and a certified internal 
auditor (CIA). She has taught business 
courses at UIU’s Waterloo and Cedar 
Rapids centers.

Joe Yager, ’98, Urbana, IL, is a certified 
personal trainer and has his own personal 
training business. He trains and conditions 
and has coached and mentored area 
baseball players, along with doing scout 
work. He has trained several professional 
athletes, has worked with the Under 
Armour brand and works with the 
University of Illinois. 

Cesar Avery, ’99, New York, NY, has been 
appointed the new general manager for 
Manhattan portfolio, which consists of 
two Manhattan side-by-side properties—
The Tuscany and The Court. He will also 
oversee the renovation of The Tuscany, 
which is slated to finish this fall. Avery 
was a nominee for the 2010 HSMAI Big 
Apple Chapter General Manager of the 
Year Award and is a hospitality industry 
executive with experience leading upscale 
boutique hotels in Washington, D.C., and 
New York City. He had served as general 
manager for eight years for the Roger 
Smith Hotel in New York, and prior to that 
worked as their director of marketing.

Neil Wilkinson, ’99, Fairbank, IA, 
recently achieved membership into the 
prestigious Million Dollar Round Table 
(MDRT). Wilkinson has the designations 
CHFC, CLU and LUTCF and is a registered 
rep with Financial Decisions Group in 
Oelwein, IA. The MDRT, the premier 
association of financial professions, is an 
international, independent association 
of more than 36,000 members. MDRT 
membership is recognized internationally 
as the standard of sales excellence in the life 
insurance and financial services business. 
Wilkinson and his wife, Heidi, are the 
parents of a son, Tate.

Derrick 
Williams, ’00, 
Carbondale, IL, 

became the assistant director of Southern 
Illinois University Carbondale’s Center for 
Inclusive Excellence. The center is part of 
Student Life and Intercultural Relations 
and focuses on inclusive excellence in 
teaching, research and learning, as well as  
campus programming, student support 
and community relationships. Williams 

completed his doctorate in intercultural 
communication in 2009, and also has a 
master’s in communication studies.

Sheila Miller, ’01, ’09, Fayette, IA, 
retired from Upper Iowa University in 
March 2012 after nine years with the 
University, serving as editor of The Bridge 
from 2009-12. Miller plans to keep busy 
traveling and golfing with her husband 
and spending time with her daughters and 
grandchildren. Miller holds a bachelor’s 
degree in communications and a master’s 
degree in global business.

Angela Pape, ’01, McGregor, IA, has 
accepted a position to teach second grade 
at MFL MarMac schools starting fall 2012. 
She has been teaching for several years as 
a special educator, and also recently taught 
physical education.

Shannon Closson, ’02, Cedar Falls, 
IA, president and CEO of Casting 
Cleaning Inc. in Cedar Falls, is a Cedar 
Valley Business Monthly “20 under 40” 
recipient. She worked her way up in 

Lowell Tiedt ’71, Bill Roths ’74 and Dick Ingvall ’73 joined UIU alumni, faculty, staff  
and members of the  UIU Board at the annual “UIU Night at the Ballpark” with the  
Cedar Rapids Kernels.

uiu Night at the ballpark

borN to be a peacock
The Upper Iowa University family is growing every day!  If you’re a recent parent, the UIU Alumni 
Association wants to know!  Please email or mail us your baby’s birth information and include a 
picture.  We will include it in The Bridge and send a gift for your new Peacock!

Our contact info is:  
Upper Iowa University 

Advancement and Alumni Office 
PO Box 1857, Fayette, IA  52142  

or email to alumni@uiu.edu
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Kylee Bowe, ’08, Chippewa Falls, WI, is 
the shelter case manager for Bolton Refuge 
House, a center for people affected by 
domestic abuse, where she interned. Bowe 
meets with clients and helps them through 
their options in crisis management, safety 
help, creating support networks and many 
other tasks to help them get back on track.

Faith Hlubek, ’08, Ridgeway, IA, is the 
administrator of Winneshiek County 
Veterans Affairs. Hlubek had been the 
assistant administrator. She will attend the 
National Association of County Veterans 
Service Officers training in Atlantic City, NJ, 
and will become nationally accredited.

Katie Reihmann, ’08, Fort Scott, KS, 
was promoted to head women’s basketball 
coach at Fort Scott Community College. 
She has served as the assistant coach for 
the Greyhounds for the past two seasons, 
and prior to that was assistant coach at 
Southwestern Community College in 
Creston, IA.

Gary Smith, ’08, Jesup, IA, was promoted 
to manager of administrative services at 
Veridian Credit Union in Waterloo. He 
previously was facilities and maintenance 
specialist.

Tyler Watkins, ’08, Dubuque, IA, is 
the new women’s soccer coach at Clark 
University in Dubuque where he has 
been the assistant to the men’s and 
women’s teams. Watkins is recognized 
as a goalkeeping coach, with an NSCAA 
national diploma and an NSCAA advanced 
national goalkeeping degree. He was 
assistant coach at Cornell (Iowa) College 
in 2009, and was boys soccer coach at 
Center Point-Urbana High School and 
goalkeeper coach for the Cedar River Soccer 
Association/Eastern Iowa United. He is 
head coach with Wisconsin ODP and the 
Dubuque Soccer Club. Watkins and his wife, 
Maggie (Hilbers), ’08, have two children.

Kimberly “Kim” Humpal, ’09, North 
Liberty, IA, has accepted a position 
teaching mathematics at Iowa City West 
High School. She has been teaching in the 
Highland School District.

Kasey (Huisman) Sents, ’09, Aplington, 
IA, and her husband, Chris, are the parents 
of a baby girl, Kaylee Jean, born May 7, 2012.

Sarah Sudol, ’09, Nashua, IA, will be 
teaching first grade this fall at Nashua-
Plainfield Elementary School. This past year 
she taught preschool four days a week.

Craig Codner, 
’10, Allison, 
IA, was named 

CEO and general manager of Butler County 
REC and will take over duties when the 
current CEO retires in September. He will 
be the fifth CEO and general manager in the 
cooperative’s 75-year history. Codner began 
working for Butler County REC in 1996 
and has been the manager of key accounts 
and the energy-efficiency department since 
2008. He and his wife, Stephanie, are the 
parents of four sons.

Tess Rethwisch, ’10, Harpers Ferry, IA, 
works at Allamakee School District, 
Waukon, IA, with fifth and sixth graders that 
are struggling with math and reading.

Brad Janssen, ’10, Pella, IA, is a park ranger 
with the Webster County Conservation 
Board, Fort Dodge, IA. In addition, he 
will be handling some law enforcement 
within the park and helping with wildlife 
management in the 20 wildlife areas 
throughout the county. Janssen served as 
a summer intern with the Webster County 
Conservation Board in 2009 and 2010 while 
a student at UIU.

Jill Preeshl, ’11, Waverly, IA, will be a 
first grade teacher this fall at Clarksville 
Elementary School, Clarksville, IA. 

April, ’11, 
and Michael 
Aschinger, ’11, 
Farmersburg, 
IA, would like to 
announce the birth 
of their second 
daughter, Bria June, 
born Oct. 3, 2011.

Ashley Becker, ’11, Elgin, IA, will be 
teaching second grade this fall at Starmont 
Community School District, Arlington, IA. 

Nathan Borne, ’11, 
Winston-Salem, 
NC, took his 
Bridge on a recent 
trip to Nassau, in 
the Bahamas. His 
girlfriend, Heather, 
took this photo 
in front of a local 

historical landmark called the Queen’s 
Staircase. Borne is property manager for  
Parr Investments in Winston-Salem.

Ashley Icenogle, ’11, Lone Tree, IA, 
is working at Hills Elementary School, 
Hills, IA, as an after-school program 
paraeducator. She is also certified to be a 
sub para at other elementaries in the Iowa 
City school district.

Michael Ross, ’11, Ankeny, IA, has been 
hired to teach first grade for Webster City 
Community Schools, Webster City, IA. 

Harold Waterman, 
’11, Monona, 
IA, was named 
to the Board of 
Directors (Director 
of Multimedia) for 

the Major League Baseball Players Alumni 
Association’s “Swing with the Legends” 
Charity Golf Classic—Milwaukee. The 
golf classic was founded in 1985 by former 

the family business, working part-time 
while a student, then becoming human 
resource manager, general manager 
and eventually purchasing the business. 
Closson volunteers much of her time 
to the American Cancer Society Pink 
Ribbon Swing for the Cure, cochairing the 
sponsorship committee, and is a member 
of the University of Northern Iowa Panther 
Scholarship Club board of directors.

Darlene Fisher, ’02, Kodiak, AK, is the 
author of a book, Elbow Room, a creative 
nonfiction book about the Alaskan lifestyle 
on a remote island in the Gulf of Alaska. 
Highlights can be viewed on her website at 
www.elbowroombook.com – Upper Iowa 
is mentioned in the bio on the back cover.

Tinneal Gerber, ’04, ’09, Craig, CO, began 
a new position as Moffat County School 
District finance director. She previously 
was Moffat County budget analyst.

Prentiss “P.J.” Hedrington, ’04, Clarinda, 
IA, will join the faculty this fall at Kuemper 
Catholic Schools in Carroll, IA, as a 
physical education instructor and coach 
of several sports, including serving as an 
assistant coach for the high school football 
team. He and his wife, Megan, have two 
sons, Dante and Donovan.

Jacob “Jake” Schaefer, ’04, Waterloo, IA, 
was chosen as Columbus Catholic High 
School 2012 Distinguished Alumnus 
of the Year. Schaefer is a 1998 graduate 
of Columbus (Waterloo). He works for 
the City of Waterloo as Young Arena’s 
recreational specialist. He is active in the 
community, serving two terms on the 
Cedar Valley Catholic School Board and as 
a member of the CVCS finance committee 
and the Blessed Maria Assunta Pallotta 
building committee. Schaefer is an active 
volunteer in the school system, Knights 
of Columbus, Catholic Order of Foresters 
Court No. 1234 and St. Edward Church. 

He and his wife, Carrie, have two children, 
Sawyer and Spencer.

Jeffrey Tourdot, ’04, ’10, Cedar Rapids, 
IA, was promoted to assistant service 
coordination and counseling coordinator 
at Linn County. He is currently 
volunteering as an advisor in a political 
campaign for the Iowa House. He and his 
wife, Ginny, flew to Washington, DC, for 
a week and met with Sen. Tom Harkin for 
breakfast. Tourdot was a speaker for UIU’s 
2011 commencement ceremonies. 

Karen Karow, ’05, Merrill, WI, is vice 
president of corporate services and 
company historian for Church Mutual 
Insurance Company in Merrill, the largest 
insurer of churches and church property 
in the United States. She has been with 
the company since 1981 and holds the 
Certified Professional Insurance Woman 
designation. She also is president-elect of 
the Merrill Rotary Club.

Mary Pinter Stivers, ’05, Nashua, IA, has 
been promoted to the postmaster’s position 
in Cresco, IA. She previously was the 
postmaster at Long Grove, IA.

Rowena Sowders, ’06, Smyrna, TN, is 
going back to school for her doctorate in 
counselor education and supervision. She 
will be attending Argosy University in 
Nashville, where she obtained her master’s 
degree in mental health counseling.

Lauranda Hook, ’07, Coral Gables, FL, 
is an elementary education teacher in the 
Miami-Dade school system, and also a 
yoga instructor. She recently spent several 
days on the UIU campus teaching yoga.

Cheri Lyons-Billiot, ’07, Merrionett Park, 
IL, was married to Gregory Billiot on Oct. 
14, 2011, in Chicago, IL.

2010s
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Coach Grimm speaks at an alumni event  
in Pueblo, CO, during the Wrestling 
National Championships on March 10.

 

Alumni show their support at a UIU 
Wrestling event, front row (L-R): Kieth 
Osborn ’72, Dick Ingvall ’73, and Dave 
Sanger ’70; back row (L-R): Dr. Alan 
Walker, Lowell Tiedt ’71, Steve Exline ‘71, 
Howard Fischer ’71, and Dennis Daker ’72.
 

 
UIU crowd during National Anthem at 
Wrestling National Championships in 
Pueblo, CO.

 

Photo 4:

(L-R) Dick Ingvall ’73 and Kieth Osborn 
’72 ride from Iowa to Colorado to support 
Peacock wrestling.

alumNi eveNtS
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In memoriam
Jane (Denniston) Kiple, ’33, November 3, 
2011, Kimberling City, MO

Florence (Burke) Goepel, ’37, February 11, 
2012, Pasadena, CA

Frances (Edmonds) Nelson, ’38, November 
22, 2011, Shreveport, LA

Elizabeth “Betty” Ryan, ’40, January 4, 2011, 
Sun Prairie, WI

Berniece (Campbell) Lieber, ’41, May 20, 
2012, Kansas City, MO

Doris (Goodman) Patridge, ’42, June 11, 
2011, Davenport, IA

Ruth (Clark) Durst, ’43, May 3, 2012, Grand 
Island, NE

Robert Gildner, ’44, October 14, 2011, 
Albuquerque, NM

Warren Proctor, ’48, April 25, 2012, Cresco, 
IA

Robert Clark, ’49, October 18, 2011, Ft. Pierce, 
FL

Richard Haars, ’49, April 27, 2010, Fort 
Worth, TX

Dale Birch, ’51, January 27, 2012, Cedar 
Rapids, IA

Richard Lockwood, ’51, June 5, 2010, 
Branson, MO

Rex Salisberry, ’51, April 18, 2011, Navarre 
Beach, FL

Donna (Stalker) Grasso, ’53, January 28, 
2012, Olathe, KS

Richard Kimpston, ’53, March 23, 2011, Eden 
Prairie, MN

Ralph French, ’54, March 11, 2012, Cedar 
Rapids, IA

Dominic Grasso, ’56, February 12, 2012, 
Olathe, KS

June (Timm) McLeish, ’56, March 15, 2012, 
Sumner, IA

Verle Jones, ’58, January 26, 2012, Lamont, IA

Boyd Leham Hamm, ’59, March 21, 2012, 
Hudson, IA

Ruby (Billings) Pieper, ’59, January 26, 2012, 
West Union, IA

Mae (Wathen) Leach, ’60, April 28, 2012, 
Grand Junction, CO

Kenneth Meyer, ’60, May 2, 2012, Decorah, IA

John Sprout, ’60, January 11, 2012, Wenatchee, 
WA

Dorothy (Jaster) Schrupp, ’62, August 6, 2010, 
Mendota, CA

Dolores (Dinger) Miles, ’63, March 20, 2012, 
Riceville, IA

 

James Day, ’67/Former Board of Trustees 
Member, March 12, 2012, Fountain Hills, AZ

Elaine (Watson) Jacobson, ’67, April 5, 2012, 
Cresco, IA

Norris Dobbin, ’71, October 24, 2011, Cedar 
Rapids, IA

Deborah Witte, ’72, December 12, 2011, Story 
City, IA

Alfred Jackson, ’74, November 10, 2011, 
Chattahoochee, FL

Charles McDermatt, ’74, February 21, 2010, 
Anacortes, WA

Frederick Rossi, ’74, April 12, 2010, 
Shreveport, LA

Raymond Cox, ’76, May 16, 2011, Pittsburg, 
CA

Kenneth Jensen, ’76, July 27, 2011, Fort 
Belvoir, VA

Robert Morgan, ’76, March 7, 2012, Olney, MD

John Welgan, ’76, February 15, 2012, Dover, 
DE

Dean Roberts, ’77, April 21, 2011, Edgewater, 
MD

Dianna Taylor, ’77, May 1, 2011, Bradford, PA

Cornelius Wood, ’77, January 14, 2011, North 
Chelmsford, MA

Emile Bernier, ’79, October 11, 2011, Denton, 
MD

Ralph Joyce, ’79, November 27, 2011, Saco, 
ME

Pasquale Visconte, ’79, December 31, 2011, 
Alexandria, VA

Richard Christian, ’81, January 20, 2012, 
Alexandria, VA

Gene Riley, ’82, June 6, 2011, Florence, SC

Ruby Carroll-Doull, ’83, October 28, 2011, 
Las Vegas, NV

Robert Holston, ’83, January 29, 2011, Round 
Lake, IL

Robert Widner, ’84, August 19, 2010, 
Bradenton Beach, FL

Lonny Boardman, ’85, December 7, 2010, 
Cherokee, IA

Christine Gaffey, ’87, February 9, 2012, 
Williamsburg, IA

Michael Ireton, ’87, August 18, 2010, San 
Diego, CA

Sylvia Keller, ’88, October 27, 2011, 
Chesterfield, VA

Christopher Ash, ’92, January 23, 2012, 
Oelwein, IA

William Fuerstenau, ’93, November 22, 2010, 
Beaver Dam, WI

Ellen (Roach) Consigny, ’94, December 9, 
2011, Madison, WI

Michelle (Teclaw) Meister, ’95, December 26, 
2011, Johnston, IA

Barton Holden, ’96, November 4, 2011, 
Indianola, IA

Donald Kohls, ’96, July 8, 2011, Junction City, 
KS

Wendy (Dilley) Lawrence, ’00, December 23, 
2010, West Des Moines, IA

Kristi (Brickson) Hund, ’01, December 2, 
2011, Stoughton, WI

Clara Jackson, ’01, June 11, 2011, Milwaukee, 
WI

Thomas Ketcham, ’06, March 7, 2012, 
Waterloo, IA

Martin Kane, ’10, July 11, 2011, Southport, 
NC

Heather (McRobie) Brayton, Current 
Student, December 19, 2011, Sumner, IA

John Redding, Former Faculty, November 17, 
2011, Waterloo, IA

Victor Crafton, Former Staff, May 5, 2012, 
Fayette, IA

Dennis Barba, Former Student, May 1, 2011, 
Leavenworth, KS

Arnold DeRuiter, Former Student, March 23, 
2012, Lime Springs, IA

Dorothy (Van Gorder) Gosse, Former 
Student, February 24, 2012, Oelwein, IA

Betty (Beu) Maricle, Former Student, 
November 24, 2011, New Hampton, IA

Geraldine (Pinney) Musser, Former Student, 
January 12, 2012, West Union, IA

Cecilia (Stika) Rolfes, Former Student, 
February 11, 2012, Marion, IA

Mark Rossow, Former Student, April 24, 
2012, Jefferson, IA

Maude Pande, Friend, January 12, 2011, 
Jupiter, FL

Dale Minger, Honorary Degree 2008, April 1, 
2012, Wadena, IA

Judith Day, Wife of Former Board of Trustees 
Member, March 12, 2012, Fountain Hills, AZ

If you know of alumni, faculty, staff or 
friends who have died and you would like to 
share this news, please contact The Bridge.  
Death announcements must be accompanied 
by a memorial service program or newspaper 
obituary. To make a contribution in memory 
of someone, please send your gift to: Upper 
Iowa University, Attn: Sue Felder, Alumni 
Center, PO Box 1857, Fayette, IA 52142 or 
call 800-553-4150, option 6.

Class Notes
Milwaukee Brewers pitcher Ken Sanders. 
Since its inception, the tournament has 
raised over a million dollars for charitable 
causes. The 2012 event will be held August 
12-13 at the Grand Geneva Resort in Lake 
Geneva, WI. Pictured with Waterman 
is Milwaukee Brewer legend and Hall of 
Famer Robin Yount at the 2011 event. 
Waterman is currently working on his 
master of fine arts in new media design 
with expected graduation in November. 
He operates his own business, Studio 91, in 
Prairie du Chien, WI.

Jennifer Larson, ’12, Independence, IA, 
is the director of the K-6 before and after 
school program, as well as the summer 
school program, at Starmont Community 
School District, Arlington, IA. 

Pam Ostwinkle, ’12, Edgewood, IA, has 
accepted a special education position 
at Ed-Co High School, Edgewood. She 
recently finished an eight-week, long-term 
sub job at Ed-Co and directed the spring 
musical there.

Casey Popenfoose, ’12, Huntley, IL, was 
hired as the freshman physical education 
teacher at Huntley High School, where he 
graduated four years earlier. 

Jacklyn Smith, ’12, Oelwein, IA, 
was offered a position as teacher for 
kindergarten special education with the 
Oelwein School District.

Eric Zoske, ’12, Ames, IA, was hired to 
teach history at Osceola Middle School, 
Osceola, IA.

Jo LaFontaine Van Buskirk, former UIU 
director of alumni and development, 
Bristol, VT, took The Bridge to Africa. 
She was on her second trip to Zambia 
as a volunteer with Mothers Without 
Borders, an organization working with 
AIDS orphans. Volunteers work in the 
MWB orphanage shown here, as well as in 
villages in the bush. Emmett Van Buskirk, 
professor of art, is continuing to enjoy 
his retirement in Vermont, spending his 
time painting, writing and gardening, and 
teaching a course for Academic Extension.

Register online at www.uiu.edu/homecoming

homecomiNg 2012 will coNStruct a memory
Planning for Homecoming 2012 is well under way to the theme 
“Building a Future - Constructing a Memory.

The weekend of festivities kicks off with a pre-Homecoming reception at  
5 p.m., Wednesday, September 26, which is hosted by the UIU Board of 
Trustees to celebrate the 155th anniversary of the founding of UIU.

On Friday, September 28, there will be an alumni golf tournament. There 
will also be a reunion lunch with the Board of Trustees for graduates from 
1942, ’52, ’62, ’72 and ’87. The 2012 
Hall of Fame inductions will be that night, 
followed by the bonfire and pep rally.

The Homecoming parade steps out 
Saturday, September 29, in downtown 
Fayette; and the Peacocks take on the 
Winona State Warriors in Harms-Eischeid 
Stadium at 1 p.m. The Alumni Banquet is 
Saturday evening.

The weekend is filled with other athletics 
and social opportunities. 

CONSTRUCTING A MEMORY

BUILDING 
A FUTURE . . .
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605 Washington Street
P. O. Box 1857
Fayette, IA   52142

The post office charges Upper Iowa University 70 cents for each change of address returned to us.  You can help us eliminate unnecessary expenses by 
informing us of your new address before you move.  Parents, if your son or daughter no longer maintains a permanent address at home, please notify the 
UIU Alumni Center of the correct mailing address.  Call 800-553-4150 x6, or e-mail alumni@uiu.edu.  Thank you.  

A Fayette student finds a hilltop to 

daydream as she gazes over the town 

and the UIU campus, circa 1940s. Some 

of her former classmates will be on 

campus September 27-30 for Homecoming 

2012, with the theme Building a Vision: 

Constructing a Memory - page 34. 


