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From the President

Upper Iowa University held Commencement on the Fayette campus Saturday, 
May 8.  Of the approximately 1,200 graduating from UIU in 2010, a large number  
actually travelled from across the nation to participate in this proud and joyous 
occasion—to walk across the stage, shake my hand, and receive their diploma.  
These are our students who attended one of our 15 center locations, earned their 
degree online or from our independent study program, as well as family and 
friends of our residential campus students in Fayette. 

Several weeks prior to commencement, UIU’s center locations in the northern states held individual senior receptions, 
which I was honored to attend.  As I spoke to the soon-to-be graduates, who were surrounded by family and friends, 
UIU faculty and staff, I knew full well the sacrifices that they put into earning their degree.  You see, the majority of 
these individuals are non-traditional students—many of whom hold down full-time jobs, are married, have children, 
and are involved in community activities, while also taking classes at Upper Iowa University on evenings and 
weekends.  

At each reception I took an informal poll, asking the graduates to raise their hands and then lower them if they had 
finished their degree within four years, six years, eight years, 10 years, and so on.   A few still had their hands up at 10 
years or more—now that is indeed a monumental achievement, one worth celebrating!  As a non-traditional student, 
myself, having taken 17 years to complete all of my degrees, I truly consider it a badge of honor to be that person who 
never gives up on achieving one’s goal, no matter how long it takes.  

I also told these students not to be surprised if they find themselves missing this experience and their studies.  Just 
as important, I hope their educational experience at Upper Iowa University has instilled a lifetime of learning that 
will continue to enrich and improve their lives, whether that means being a habitual reader, earning another degree, 
learning a new skill or hobby, or mentoring others.    

Invest in yourself.  Empower your life.  Have a positive influence on others.  Make lifelong learning a priority.  

Invest in lifelong learningt

UIU President Alan G. Walker (far right) is pictured 
with the 2010 seniors from Upper Iowa University’s 
Madison Center.  The senior reception was held on 
Thursday, April 22, at the Knights of Columbus Hall 
on Verona Road in Madison.
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On the cover: Daryl Grove, executive director of student leadership and adventure, 
repairs a child’s shoe while on a community service trip to Belize during UIU 
alternative spring break.  (See story on Page 6.)  Photo by Allison Franck.
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University News

UIU NAMED TO 2009 
PRESIDENT’S HIGHER 
EDUCATION COMMUNITY 
SERVICE HONOR ROLL

Upper Iowa University has been 
named to the 2009 President’s Higher 
Education Community Service Honor 
Roll, the highest federal recognition a 
college or university can receive for its 
commitment to volunteering, service 
learning, and civic engagement.  Upper 
Iowa University students from its 
Fayette campus, learning centers, and 
international centers participated in 
service work that included community 
clean-up projects, food and clothing 
drives, hospital visits, Habitat for 
Humanity, and fundraising for various 
causes.  “It is indeed an honor to 
be named to the President’s Higher 
Education Community Service Honor 
Roll,” said President Alan G. Walker. 
“Volunteerism, social responsibility,  
and community awareness are important 
layers to academic learning and key 
to helping to shape our students into 
tomorrow’s leaders.”

UIU ONLINE RANKED 
BEST BUY 2010
Upper Iowa University has received “Best 
Buy” rankings from the independent 
review organization, GetEducated.com, 
for three online degree programs – the 
master of public administration, the 
regionally accredited master of business 
administration, and the MBA/human 
resource management.

The UIU master’s degree program in 
public administration was ranked 9th 
in affordability among 31 distance 
MPA programs. The master’s degree 
in business administration – regionally 
accredited was ranked 16th in 
affordability among 250 distance MBA 
programs. The UIU MBA program in 
human resources management was ranked 
7th in affordability among 25 distance 
HR degrees. This is the second year the 
online UIU degree in HR has been ranked 
as a best buy.

Almost a million online learners visit 
GetEducated.com annually seeking 
advice on which of the over 5,000 
online degrees being reviewed might 
best meet their needs, according to 
GetEducated.com, which notes that the 
number one question it handles relates 
to “affordability.” For more information 
about GetEducated.com, go to its website 
at www.geteducated.com. 

JEFFERSON AWARD 
PRESENTED TO 
WAUSAU GRAD

UIU-Wausau graduate Gina Mattheisen 
was presented with the Jefferson Award 
for her “Sweet Dreams” project that 
gained statewide attention in Wisconsin.  
Established in 1972, the Award recognizes  
businesses, schools and individuals who  
answer the call to action for volunteers.

“Sweet Dreams” is Mattheisen’s original 
idea—a charity effort that helps children 
who are removed from abusive households 
and taken into foster care by providing 
them with something to call their own.  The 
care packages are distributed by social  
services agencies in Wisconsin.  (See story 
in Fall 2009 issue of The Bridge.) 

Mattheisen held December drives over 
the past two years, collecting over 3,500 
pillowcase care packages that consist of 
a pillowcase, soft blanket, and pajamas.    
Matthiesen’s name has also been submit-
ted for the national Jefferson Awards com-
petition, with winners to be announced 
in June.  The national Jefferson Award 
is considered the Nobel Prize for public 
service.
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27TH ANNUAL NE IA 
HIGH SCHOOL ART 
SHOW HELD AT UIU
Thirty-five high school students from 
the area took home awards recently 
from the 27th annual Northeast Iowa 
High School Art Show, hosted by 
Upper Iowa University. The one-day 
event, which included a juried exhibit 
and guest speakers, was sponsored by 
Keystone Area Education Agency, Art 
Educators of Iowa and Upper Iowa 
University. 

Juror for the show was Steven Lucke, 
2010 Teacher of the Year Finalist 
and Art Teacher at Bellevue School 
District, Bellevue, Iowa. More than 60 
students from eight area high schools 
participated, according to John Siblik, 
UIU assistant professor of art and 
coordinator of this year’s show. Nearly 
50 awards were presented in nine 
categories: drawing, colored drawing, 
sculpture, mixed media/craft, painting, 
graphic design/computer graphics/
printmaking, photography, digital 
illustration and ceramics.

139 MERIT SCHOLARSHIPS 
AWARDED
Upper Iowa University recently held its 
25th annual Scholarships and Awards 
Recognition Banquet, awarding 114 
individual merit scholarships to Fayette 
campus students and 25 to students who 
attend the UIU Academic Extension 
locations. The formal dinner and ceremony 
were held Saturday, March 27.

UIU President Alan G. Walker welcomed 
the students and their guests. “It is through 
the true generosity and support of so 
many benefactors—alumni, friends of 
the University, and corporate sponsors—
that these scholarship opportunities are 
possible,” he said. “We are truly grateful to 
each of you for helping make a difference 
in our students’ lives.”

The RAGBRAI Team Peacock scholarship 
fundraising campaign alone is responsible 
for adding $350,000 to the general 
scholarship fund over the past five years. 
The 2010 goal is to reach $500,000 by 
raising $150,000 from this year’s ride. 

In the above photo, Dr. Walker is 
presenting student Kristina Martin with 
the inaugural Carlton W. and Maxine 
R. Knight Scholarship.  For a list of all 
scholarship winners and downloadable 
photos, go to http://uiu.edu/honors/2010/
index.html

$99,000 RURAL ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT GRANT 
RECEIVED
Upper Iowa University received a 
$99,000 Rural Business Enterprise Grant 
(RBEG) from the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture. UIU is one of only two 
organizations in Iowa to receive the 
funding.

The grants were announced by U.S. 
Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vilsack, 
who said that 58 recipients were 
selected to receive $8 million in grants 
to spur economic development in rural 
communities in 41 states, the Territory of 
Puerto Rico, and the Western Pacific. 

Grant funds are provided to finance 
development of small and emerging 
rural business. RBEG funds may be 
used for project planning, equipment 
purchases, establishment of working 
capital or revolving loan funds, adult job 
training and technical assistance. The 
grants are administered by USDA Rural 
Development.

Upper Iowa is using the grant funds to 
help launch the Heartlanding Information 
Technology Services Center (HITSC).  
Heatlanding is the technology service arm 
of the University’s e-Center that offers 
area businesses web development, IT 
consulting, legacy application migration, 
IT security consulting, and social media 
implementation.  It is under the direction 
of Dr. Joseph Elarde, assistant professor 
of Information Technology.                     



6 The Bridge  •  Summer 2010

More University News

NINE INDUCTED INTO 
ALPHA CHI NATIONAL 
HONOR SOCIETY

Nine members were inducted into 
UIU’s Alpha Chi National College 
Honor Society on Wednesday, April 
28, during a ceremony on the Fayette 
campus. 

Established in 1922, Alpha Chi is a 
coeducational academic honor society 
that promotes academic excellence and 
exemplary character among college 
and university students and honors 
those who receive such distinction. 
Eligible students must be nominated 
by faculty based on the criteria that 
they are juniors, seniors, or graduate 
students ranked academically in the top 
10 percent of their respective class, and 
attend the Fayette campus. 

Undergraduate inductees into the 2010 
UIU Chapter 381 Alpha Chi include 
Erin Bennek, Shoreview, MN; Dawn 
Halverson, West Union, IA; Samantha 
Hansel, Elkader, IA; Linda Medberry, 
Oelwein, IA; Travis Nuss, Gowrie, IA; 
Kari Solheim, Fayette, IA; Ray Wacker, 
Waukon, IA; and Andrew Yarolim, 
Fayette, IA.  Graduate inductee is Holly 
Streeter, Fayette, IA.

MAY-TERM STUDENTS 
VOLUNTEER IN HAITI

Ten Upper Iowa University students trav-
elled to Haiti May 11-18 as part of their 
May-term course, “The Culture, People 
and Economics of Haiti.” They were in-
volved in several service projects while on 
the island. The elective course was taught 
by Dr. Eric Eller, associate professor of 
international business, who accompanied 
the students.

According to Eller, the students studied all 
aspects of Haiti as part of the course; but 
the trip allowed them to experience the is-
land firsthand, see the earthquake devasta-
tion for themselves, and make a difference 
through volunteerism. 

“The need in Haiti is overwhelming 
due to the earthquake,” said Eller. “The 
government reports that over 230,000 
have died while approximately 2,000,000 
are homeless, living in tent cities where 
there is little clean water or decent sewage 
facilities.” 

“We mostly were able to help with con-
struction work, clear rubble and build shel-
ters,” said Eller. “Several local pharma-
cies—including Scott Pharmacy, Fayette, 
and Steege Pharmacy, West Union—put 
together a variety of medical supplies for 
us to deliver while we were down there.” 

Upper Iowa University provided the class 
with funds from a UIU Faculty Interna-
tionalization Grant to help underwrite 
students’ expenses. The students also held 
several fundraisers to pay for their trip. 

SOFTBALL TEAM RECEIVES 
GOVERNOR’S AWARD

The UIU women’s softball team was 
awarded the 2010 Governor’s Volunteer 
Award for 10 consecutive years as an 
Adopt-A-Highway sponsor.  The team 
was nominated by the Iowa Department 
of Transportation (DOT). 

UIU LAUNCHES WEBSITE 
TO PROMOTE AREA 
BUSINESSES, COMMUNITIES

Upper Iowa University and its e-Center 
have launched a website to promote 
communities and businesses along the 
Upper Iowa Corridor, from Oelwein on 
Highway 150, north to West Union, to 
support economic development, pursue 
global marketing possibilities, and foster 
entrepreneurial ventures and business 
growth.

The website at www.ecenteruiu.org/ 
includes corridor business listings, 
information about events in the area, and 
employment opportunities. In addition, 
the website will feature one area business 
each week. 

For more information about the e-Center, 
contact Dr. Gerry Scheffelmaier, director 
of the e-Center, at scheffelmaierg@uiu.
edu or call 563-425-5891.
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UIU awards three 
“Teaching with 
Technology” grants
Upper Iowa University awarded three 
Teaching with Technology grants to 
encourage use of advanced technologies 
in the classroom to enhance student 
learning and overall academic quality.

“As a forward-focused University, we 
encourage our faculty members to explore 
the use of new and emerging technologies 
that will make them better teachers and 
give UIU students a better education,” 
said President Alan G. Walker. “Keeping 
pace with the technology that is reshaping 
society’s future keeps UIU in the 
vanguard of higher education.”

Nigel George, Ph.D., assistant 
professor of mathematics and physics, 
received a grant for a project entitled, 
“Enhancing Distance Education 
of Mathematics.” George plans to 
introduce the use of cyber pads and 
webcams with microphones for his 
online course, “Discrete Math,” this 
summer. George said use of the cyber 
pads will reduce barriers between pen-
and-paper technology and the online 
teaching format and help improve 
communication between the students 
and faculty members. Students also will 
receive online training in how to use the 
equipment. 

“Asking and answering math questions 
online via a computer with a text-
based interface is difficult because 
we frequently need to use non-text 
mathematical symbols and draw 
diagrams to help explain the problems,” 
George said. “This technology should 
enable us to more effectively exchange 
information remotely, which is becoming 
more important for a variety of other 
disciplines as well.” 

George partnered with Jennifer Stoffel, 
Ph.D., assistant professor of biology, 
to receive another grant entitled, 
“Enhancing Presentations via the 
Use of Pen-based Technologies in the 
Classroom.” 

UIU awarded the third grant to Redmond 
Humphrey, assistant professor of 
management, for a proposal entitled, 
“Strengthening Student Engagement and 
Collaborative Skills with Participative 
Technology.” The project will integrate 
the use of wireless tablets into courses 
being taught through the Business 
Division, both on the Fayette campus as 
well as at other UIU locations. 

Walker said that to help replicate use of 
the technology across other academic 
courses, each awardee will present their 
results to all faculty during UIU annual 
in-service days.

Murshed attends computer 
forum

Professor Md. Manzoor Murshed, 
associate professor of management 
information systems, attended the 16th 
ACM Conference on Computer and 
Communications Security in November 
2009 at the Hyatt Regency Chicago. 
The annual ACM Computer and 
Communications Security Conference 
is a leading international forum for 
information security researchers, 
practitioners, developers, and users to 
explore cutting-edge ideas and results, 
and to exchange techniques, tools, 
and experiences. Murshed actively 
participated in different sessions and 
workshops to enhance his knowledge 
of the cutting edge computer security 
research. Part of his costs were paid 
by the 2009 summer faculty stipend 
provided by Upper Iowa University.

Faculty

Faculty receive Excellence 
in Teaching awards

Prior to commencement, the UIU Center 
locations in Cedar Rapids, Waterloo, 
Des Moines, Praire du Chien, Wausau, 
Madison, Milwaukee, Janesville and 
Rockford held offsite receptions for 
their graduating seniors.  In addition 
to food, speeches, fellowship, photos, 
and a presentation of a gift and several 
outstanding senior awards, faculty were 
also nominated by students at the centers 
to receive an Excellence in Teaching 
Award.  

Faculty who received a 2010 Excellence in 
Teaching Award include:

Alan Capelle,  Madison Center Instructor – 
Science 

Jim Butler, Des Moines Area Instructor -- 
Public Administration and Criminal Justice 
 
John Hanewall, Blackhawk Center Instructor – 
Psychology

Tim Hourigan, Milwaukee Center Instructor 
– Math 

Dan Koss, Des Moines Area Instructor – 
Education 

Judy Loonan, Waterloo Center Instructor – 
Business

Dr. Paul-Andre Monney, Cedar Rapids Center 
Instructor – Math

Jeff Perso, Milwaukee Center Instructor – 
Communications and English

Marcia Stirler, Waterloo Center Instructor – 
Education 

Doris Weigel, Waterloo Center Instructor – 
Social Sciences
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Peacock Athletics

Upper Iowa University Director of 
Athletics David Miller named Carol Russell 
as the new head women’s basketball coach.  
Russell, who spent the last eight seasons as 
the head women’s basketball coach at the 
University of Nebraska-Kearney (UNK), 
will be the 12th head coach in the 35-year 
history of the Peacock women’s basketball 
program. 
 
Russell posted a record of 163-79 in her 
eight seasons as the leader of the Lopers. 
She led UNK to a pair of RMAC titles 
and five trips to the NCAA Division II 
Tournament. Her 2002-03 squad helped 
her break the record for wins in a season 
(25) by a first-year head coach at UNK.  
 
A graduate of the University of Nebraska, 
Russell played 105 games in a Husker 
uniform with 25 starts. She was team 
captain and receivedAcademic All-
Big 8 Honors (1989-90).  She is from 
Manhattan, KS. 
 
Adam Esses will be the new assistant 
coach. 
 
Women’s Basketball finished in 14th place 
in the NSIC. 
 
Senior Paige DeVine, St. Charles, MN, 
and junior Chelsea Arndt, Mapleton, 
MNinn.were named to the NSIC All-
Academic Team. 

Russell named new head 
women’s basketball coach

Men’s basketball finished in a tie for ninth 
place in the NSIC, but was only one win 
away from a tie for sixth place. 
 
Junior Matt Lesan was named to the All-
NSIC Second Team and became the 21st 
Peacock in program history to break the 
1,000 point barrier, since Michael Spencer 
finished his career with 1,043 points at the 
end of the 1999-00 season.   
 
Jim Bushkofsky is the all-time leading 
scorer in Upper Iowa men’s basketball 
history, finishing his four-year career with 
2,194 points at the end of the 1973-74 
season. 
 
The Peacocks defeated #18 Augustana 
(70-67) at home—the first Division II win 
over a ranked opponent.
 
Named to the NSIC All-Academic Team 
were junior Dan Bestul,  Northwood, 
IA; junior Neil Gross, Earling, IA; 
sophomore Alex Huisman, Jewell, IA; 
junior Alex Kramer, Plainfield, IA; junior 
Matt Lesan, Solon, IA, and junior Chris 
Sullivan, Protivin, IA. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The UIU wrestling team had a lot to 
be proud of this season.  They tied for 
3rd place at the 2010 NCAA Division II 
Championships with Nebraska-Kearney.  
This is the third conference championship 
for the Peacock wrestlers since joining the 
NSIC.   
 
Heath Grimm was named NCAA 
Division II National Coach of the Year.

Men’s basketball finishes 
ninth in the NSIC

Peacock wrestlers had 
stellar season

Senior Travis Eggers was crowned the 165 
lb. NCAA Division II Champion, NSIC 
Wrestler of the Year, and NCAA Division 
II Super Region 3 Outstanding Wrestler. 
 
Mitch Norton became UIU’s first ever 
two-time NCAA Regional Champion. 
 
Four Upper Iowa wrestlers (center 
column photo)  earned NSIC All-
Conference honors including three 
first team spots.  Tyler Mumbulo (125) 
(bottom, left); Mitch Norton (174) (top, 
right), and Travis Eggers (top, left) all 
earned first team honors after claiming 
NCAA Super Region 3 Titles, while Kyle 
Pedretti (133) (bottom, right) earned 
second team recognition for his runner 
up finish at the regional. 
 
Freshman Mitch Schultz, Postville, IA, 
and redshirt freshman Wade Gobin, 
Cannon Falls, MN, were named NWCA 
Academic All-Americans.

Kelli Blum ’97 was presented the Sports 
Medicine Specialist Award from the Iowa 
High School Athletic Association during 
half-time of the Boys’ State Basketball 
Tournament, Des Moines, IA, in March, 
2010.   
 
Upper Iowa University Head Athletic 
Trainer/Instructor Matt Rueckert ’01 
accompanied Blum.  Rueckert was Blum’s 
student when she served as assistant 
athletic trainer/instructor at Upper Iowa 
University.     
 
Blum now works for the Winneshiek 
Medical Center in Decorah as an athletic 
training outreach coordinator. 

Alumna receives Sports 
Medicine Specialist Award
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UIU women’s golf earned its fourth 
straight invitation to the NCAA Regional 
tournament, and the team finished 4th at 
the NCAA Central Regional tournament.
Upper Iowa stormed back and challenged 
the lead pack at the NCAA Central 
Regional on the final day, led by the 
tournament’s medalist Jill Preeshl. This is 
the third NCAA Regional medalist honor 
earned by a UIU golfer over the last four 
years. Rachael Schmidt earned the honor 
in 2007 and her sister, Rochelle Schmidt, 
took the title last year. Preeshl’s 74 on the 
final day was the low score on the course, 
as was Upper Iowa’s team score. 
 
Sophomore McKenzie Holthaus, 
Onalaska, WI; senior Laura Taylor, 
Woodbury, MN, and junior Jill Preeshl, 
Onalaska, WI were named to the NSIC 
All-Academic Team.

The Upper Iowa Men’s Golfers travelled 
to The Jewel Golf Club in Lake City, 
MN, to compete in the NSIC Men’s Golf 
Spring Championships. The three-day 
event, combined with the two-round Fall 
Championships, made up the NSIC Men’s 
Golf Tournament. 
The Peacocks were in eighth place before 
going on hiatus for the fall, but made 
a charge back this spring to finish fifth 
in the 10-team field.  The Peacocks 
fired an 887 (293-301-293) during the 
spring rounds and a 1523 for the entire 
tournament. 

Junior Nicholas Zieman, Luana, IA, and 
junior Thomas Guyer, Elgin, IA were 
named to the NSIC All-Academic Team,

Women’s golf stays in 
the running

Jill Preeshl Laura Taylor McKenzie Holthaus Jon Anderson Courtney Romer

Men’s golf places fifth

Peacock softball finished 9th place in the 
NSIC, with a 15-21 overall record and a 
10-16 record in the NSIC.  
UIU middle infielders Casey Coon and 
Karrie Coon were named to the All-
NSIC Second Team. The sisters started 
every game (82) of their two-year careers 
at Upper Iowa and finished first and 
second this year in batting average for the 
Peacocks.
Junior Erin Bennek, Shoreview, MN; 
senior Casey Coon, Freeport, IL; 
sophomore Erica Maisto, St. Charles, IL; 
junior Hannah Jones, Harpers Ferry, IA; 
sophomore Erin Van Praag, Marion, IA; 
junior Chelsey Sechrest, Olney, IL; junior 
Katie Flood, Clinton, IA; senior Karrie 
Coon, Freeport, IL, and senior Christy 
Loan, Oxford, IA were all named to the 
NSIC All-Academic Team. 

Baseball finished in 10th place in the 
NSIC with a 14-33 overall record and a 
9-23 NSIC record.

Softball finishes ninth

Clockwise (top left):  

Karrie Coon; (top right) 

Hannah Jones; (bottom) 

Christy Loan

Baseball graduates six

Tom Longoni, Lucas Wilsing, Seth Fox, 
Jeremy Donohue, Chris Wlezien, and 
Ronnie Sweeney suited up for the final 
time in a Peacock uniform on May 2. 
The six young men helped to lead Upper 
Iowa to 99 wins over the last four seasons, 
including 69 NSIC victories.

Junior Neil Gross, Earling, IA; junior 
Jordan Nuss, Sumner, IA; junior Nickolas 
Bergeman, McFarland, WI; and senior 
Seth Fox, Pottstown, PA, were named to 
the NSIC All-Academic Team.

The UIU women’s tennis team was 
invited to the NCAA Central Regional 
tournament, marking the first time in the 
program’s history that the Peacocks have 
been invited to postseason competition.  
The women placed 4th in the NSIC with 
a 14-7 overall record and a 7-2 NSIC 
record.

Anastasia Dabiza was named NSIC 
Freshman of the Year and earned spots 
on the Singles All-Conference First Team 
and the Doubles All-Conference Second 
Team. Courtney Romer was named to the 
Singles All-Conference Second Team and 
the Doubles All-Conference Second Team 
with Dabiza. Mallery Cox was named to 
the Singles All-Conference Honorable 
Mention Team.

Sophomore Courtney Romer, 
Maquoketa,  IA, and senior Mallery Cox, 
Anchorage, AK, were named to the NSIC 
All-Academic Team.

Women’s tennis receives 
first-ever invite to regionals
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Students take a break for community 
service in Belize

Twelve UIU students and three staff members met up with representatives of St. John’s College in Belize City, a partner college of UIU, to do community service work in the 

village of Rancho Dolores, Belize.  The group helped repair amd paint a local school, along with the outbuildings, installed room partitions, repaired plumbing and rebuilt an 

outside volleyball and basketball court.  They are pictured with the children from the village.  
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service learning with fun.  The goals 
can range from increasing cultural 
awareness, to bringing academic 
learning to life, to creating a life-long 
service ethic.”  The students also held 
several fundraisers to help underwrite 
their expenses.

However, it wasn’t all work and no 
play, as the group took time to enjoy 
their Caribbean surroundings by 
snorkeling, cave tubing, and visiting a 
local Mayan ruin, too.  Here are a few 
responses to questions asked of the 
group upon their return to campus.  

Describe Belize, the country, 
and its people, from your 
perspective. 

Belize is a country that is behind in 
technology and is financially in debt, 
which you can really tell from the 
homes and buildings.  Most homes 
are half the size of our average-sized 
[American] home, so most of their 
time is spent outdoors.  The country 
is extremely warm, even during the 
winter season. During our week 
there, the temperature averaged 85 

When one thinks about students going south for 
spring break, typically images of underage drinking 
and partying on a crowded beach in Florida come 
to mind. 

degrees, while the hottest day got up 
to 98 degrees.  

The scenery is beautiful, with the 
clear blue water, jungle, and the 
mountains in the far background.  

Belize was not at all what I expected.  
I expected it to be a lot like the U.S., 
but it wasn’t. It was a very rundown, 
poor country.  However, the people in 
Belize were more proud than I have 
ever seen before.  Even though the 
people had very little, they were still 
incredibly proud of what they did 
have, and that amazed me. I was truly 
impressed with the spirit of the people 
in Belize.

Best learning experience?

I realized that having stuff is not 
absolutely necessary. I am truly 
thankful for everything that I have 
now, because I have seen firsthand 
what it is like to simply do without.

Here in the U.S., we take so much 
for granted. The village we worked 
in didn’t even have running water in 
the homes. We all need to appreciate 
everything we have.

My 
greatest learning 
experience would be when I stayed 
in the village—the people were a 
community.  Not in the way that 

That’s not the case for 12 Upper Iowa 
University students and three staff 
members.  Going south for spring 
break meant travelling over 1,800 
miles to Belize, Central America, on 
Upper Iowa’s 5th annual Alternative 
Spring Break (ASB) trip.  The 
journey included all the elements of 
an ideal spring break vacation—lots 
of sun, warm temperatures, white 
Caribbean beaches, clear blue ocean 
waters, and friends.  

The one difference is these students 
were on a mission—part of their 
time would be devoted to community 
service in Rancho Dolores, where 
they met up with representatives of 
St. John’s College in Belize City, a 
partner college of UIU.  The group 
helped repair and paint a local school 
and its outbuildings, installed room 
partitions, repaired plumbing and 
rebuilt an outside volleyball and 
basketball court. 

According to Daryl Grove, executive 
director of student leadership and 
adventure, program organizer, and 
chaperone, “These trips combine 

The students also took 

time out to enjoy their 

beautiful Caribbean 

surroundings while in 

Belize.  They played 

football on the beach, 

visited a zoo, and 

toured a local Mayan 

ruin.
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small towns here are a community, but 
in the way that small children would 
be outside playing with no parental 
supervision.  Other adults and older 
children would look after them—more 
like a big family at gatherings—but 
every day.   

Any negatives?

The heat was horrible! And so was 
sleeping on a cement floor and not 
having a real shower to use. Oh, and  
the bugs were terrible, too, but other  
than that, it was good!

It was extremely hot in the village 
when we were working, direct 
sunlight and a whole lot of it. It was 
vital to constantly reapply sun block 
and stay hydrated. 

The bugs were intense; I used bug 
spray all the time and still got 
horribly bitten up. They would be 
all over me from the moment I went 

outside in the morning until I went 
to bed.  And then there were spiders 
in the house where I slept to worry 
about.   

Not enough time to relax.

Nope. 

Most fun memory?

I’m not sure how “fun” the moment 
was; however, it was very memorable.  
When we entered Rancho Dolores, 
we drove over a half broken bridge in 
a full 15-passenger van and another 
van following close behind with our 
luggage. 

My favorite memory is going 
snorkeling in the Caribbean off the 
coast of San Pedro. Getting to see 
all the tropical fish; being touched 

“The goals can range from increasing cultural 
awareness, to bringing academic learning to 
life, to creating a life-long service ethic.”

by a stingray; and swimming 
close to coral reefs was absolutely 
incredible.  It was like being in a 
giant aquarium!

I loved getting to spend time with 
the kids in Rancho Dolores. The kids 
were so happy and full of energy, 
and I loved getting to forget about 
everything else and just hang out 
with them. I also loved seeing them 
take pictures with our cameras. 
They were so amazed by the digital 
cameras and video recorders!

A close second fun memory would be 
dinner conversations at the end of 
a long, hot day—a great way to end 
the day.   I  was able to laugh away 
all the stresses of the day.

Anything else?

Daryl needs to learn to dance.

Now that just sounds like a whole 
other story!

Clockwise (top, left):  The van that made it across the 

rickety bridge.  Front row (l-r):  Melissa Kipp, Jackie Greco,  

Jason Olsgard, Steve Kluck, Kris Whitsell.  Second row (l-r):   

Kristen Jorgenson, Nicole Lenius, Paige DeVine, Pravin (the van driver), Cara Mauldin, Allison Franck, 

Justin Marchant, and Daryl Grove.  (Not pictured is Kit Klepinger, because she is taking the photo.)  

Middle: Grove and Marchant repair a basketball hoop.  Top, right:  Mauldin has plenty of volunteers 

to help paint.  Right: Lenius and DeVine pick up debris.   Bottom, left:  Grove entertaining a few of his 

fans. 
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 A group of nearly 400 Upper 
Iowa University students, faculty, and 
staff spent the entire morning of April 21 
working on service projects in the 
Fayette community for the 4th annual 
Fayette Appreciation Day (FAD).

 The annual day of community 
service and volunteerism, which was 
started by Daryl Grove, UIU executive 
director of student leadership and 
adventure, has grown considerably 
over the past several years.  This year, 
the volunteers completed 18 planned 
service projects in and around Fayette, 
in addition to three other sites at nearby 
locations.  They included citywide 
trash/debris cleanup, numerous painting 
projects, maintenance and gardening 
for a variety of Fayette businesses and 
citizens, as well as building a Peacock 
Challenge course/trail near the UIU 
practice fields, conducting a food drive, 
and collecting and properly disposing of 
old computers.

 “This annual event continues 
to be an excellent opportunity for 
students to learn and practice civic 
responsibility,” said UIU President Alan 
G. Walker.  “Our students, faculty and 
staff have continued to volunteer,  work 
with enthusiasm, and enjoy the benefitis 
of community service through numerous 
projects here at Upper Iowa University, 
as well as Fayette Appreciation Day.”

 When the work was completed, 
a picnic lunch and an afternoon of 
fun and games was planned for FAD 
participants.  Advantage Screenprint 
and Embroidery, Sodexo Campus 
Services, and several UIU departments 
also sponsored 400 free “green” T-shirts 
for FAD workers that were  designed by 
UIU employees Tricia Pugh and Holly 
Wolff. 

 More FAD photos can be 
found on Flickr at flickr.com/photos/
upperiowauniversity.

4th annual Fayette Appreciation Day gets bigger and better
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Johnson grew up on a farm near 
Independence, Iowa, raising swine, cattle, 
and crops.  After graduating from East 
Buchanan High School, he attended 
Kirkwood Community College and earned 
an Associate of Applied Science degree 
(AAS) in Ag Business.  Johnson then went 
to work for Swiss Valley Ag Service in 
Central City as office/operations manager 
but knew the job was not what he wanted to 
do the rest of his life. 

So, he looked into the requirements 
for veterinary school and re-enrolled at 
Kirkwood to pick up the classes he needed 
to apply.  Married and with his first child on 
the way, the balancing act wasn’t easy, so 

Johnson made a bold decision.  With strong 
encouragement from his wife’s mother, Dr. 
Cindy Waters, UIU associate professor of 
education, Johnson quit his job and enrolled 
full time at Upper Iowa University.

“I looked at school as my full-time job, 
going from 8-5, and then using time during 
the day to study when I was not in class,” 
says Johnson.  “With help from my wife 
and her family, I was able to concentrate on 
school and not have to worry about them so 
much.”  He adds, “There were times when 
I was not sure if I could keep on going, but 
I knew that this was the best option for me 
and my family.”

Johnson graduated from Upper Iowa in 
2008 with a B.S. in biology and minor in 
chemistry, and immediately applied for 
veterinary school at Iowa State University 
(ISU).  In the fall of 2008, he began 
working on his veterinary degree and 
now serves as a research associate in the 
diagnostic lab at the ISU Veterinary College 
of Medicine, where he is also on-call on the 
necropsy floor one week a month.  

According to Johnson, the greatest obstacle 
to overcome has been the ability to believe 
in myself.  “I have had a lot of people 
doubt my ability to do this so have had 
to work very hard for what I have and to 
believe that I can handle this demanding 

Upper Iowa University gives alumnus the 
foundation to achieve his dream
Alumnus Jeremy Johnson ’08 says even though the curriculum is demanding and it takes 
precious time away from his family, he is living his dream—to become a doctor in veterinary 
medicine.     

Alumnus Jeremy Johnson poses in front of the 

ISU Veterinary Hospital where he is earning his 

doctorate in veterinary medicine.
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UIU, I rode with her every day to and 
from school, which turned out to be time 
for us to talk about my classes and what I  
needed to do to be successful.”  He adds, 
“Cindy was always pushing me to do my 
best and encouraging me to do extra and 
go that extra mile.  She’s a very caring  
 
 

  

person and wants all of her students to 
succeed.”

The best advice Johnson can give is, “No 
matter what the situation, anything can 
be achieved as long as you are willing to 
work hard enough to get what you want.  
Just keep plugging away because every 
day that passes is one day closer to living 
your dream.”

Johnson has received a scholarship from 
ISU for next year; will be presenting his 
research project to the International Pig 
Veterinarian Society in Vancouver, British 
Columbia, this coming July; and prior to 
graduation in the fall of 2011, will sit for 
the North American Veterinary Licensing 
Exam (NAVLE).  When he passes, 
Johnson will be able to practice medicine 
and be an accredited veterinarian.

curriculum,” says Johnson.  “I also have 
to balance time between my family 
and studying, with studying being the 
priority over the past two years in order to 
continue to be successful and stay in the 
program.”

After two years at ISU, Johnson’s time 
 

 
in the classroom has paid off.   He states, 
“Sometimes I feel the time spent in the 
classroom is learning the material just 
to get through the courses.”  However, 
his knowledge was put to the test during 
spring break this year when he spent time 
with some veterinarians at a local clinic.  
“I realized when they asked me questions 
or gave me a case to look at that I actually 
knew the answers and knew what the 
problem was,” exclaims Johnson.  “So 
after two years of nothing but studying, I 
now know I can apply what I’m learning 
to real-life situations.”  He adds, “To me 
that is extremely reassuring!”

Johnson is also grateful to his professors 
in UIU’s Science Division for their 
encouragement.  “They were great and 
always willing to help out whenever they 
could, with whatever I needed,” he says.  
“There was never a time that their doors 
were closed and you couldn’t ask them a 
question.”  

He also gives a lot of credit to his mother-
in-law, Dr. Cindy Waters.  Johnson says, 
“She was one of the people who told me 
that I could make it and would help me 
every step of the way.  While attending 

Alumnus Jeremy Johnson ’08 and wife and 

alumna, Allison ’06, are pictured with their 

three-year-old daughter, Katie.  Four-year-old 

Annie was at daycare.

Peacocks pursue
graduate degrees

Mitch Melega ‘07 (Accounting major) 
pursuing a master’s degree in business 
administration with emphasis in 
accounting at Upper Iowa University, 
Fayette, IA 
 
Whitney Henke ‘07 (Athletic 
Training and Sports Science major) 
pursuing a master’s degree in physical 
therapy at Des Moines University, 
Des Moines, IA 
 
Lindy Tommasin ‘06 (Biology major) 
pursing a master’s degree in family 
nurse practitioner at Allen College, 
Waterloo, IA
 
Lindsey Holien ‘07 (Marketing 
major) earned a master’s degree 
in global business at Upper Iowa 
University, Fayette, IA 
 
Jodi Grover ‘06 (Social Science major 
with Teacher Licensure)  pursuing a 
master’s degree in education at Upper 
Iowa University, Fayette, IA

“So after two years of nothing but studying, I 
now know I can apply what I’m learning to 
real-life situations.”  He adds, “To me that is 
extremely reassuring!”
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At 32, this single mother lives in Colorado 
with her five-year-old son, Braden, where 
they hike, bike, ski, and enjoy their scenic 
surroundings.  Caspers grew up in Charles 
City, Iowa, but moved to Colorado on a 
whim at the invitation of a friend about a 
year and a half after graduating from Upper 
Iowa University.   
 
“At that time, I was really in search of 
something but didn’t really know what that 
was,” says Caspers.  “What I did know 
was people discover the most and grow the 
most when they put themselves in new and 
uncomfortable situations, so I took her up 
on the offer.”  After experiencing the beauty 

and recreational opportunities of Colorado, 
Caspers now can’t bring herself to leave. 
 
Back then, even her degree choice at 
UIU—mathematics and human services 
with a minor in psychology—was unique.  
Caspers was torn between these two totally 
different majors as she had always loved 
math but was also interested in helping 
others.  “It was not as simple as deciding 
what kind of pie I wanted and I could 
choose the other flavor a different day,” 
Caspers says.  “This was a long-term 
decision with what I felt was little to go on.  
I mean, I was only 19; what did I know?”  

Caspers remembers the day it hit her to just 
do both.  “Just because it’s uncommon to 
choose majors that don’t complement each 
other, doesn’t mean it was not the right 
decision for me,” she says.  “I told myself 
that day I would always be cognizant of not 
locking myself into the status quo and to 
think for myself.” 

Following her own advice, Caspers is now 
looking at earning another degree in order 
to make a career change.  She currently 
works as a data/business analyst for URL 
Integration, a technology consulting firm 
specializing in IT integration for criminal 
justice agencies.  Caspers analyzes business 
processes to determine what information 

Quest to find a job she loves means 
earning another degree
For alumna Dominique Caspers ’00 life is a constant work in progress and something to be 
passionate about.  She describes herself as “just your average person,” raised in the Midwest 
with Midwest values and work ethic; but her experiences tell a different story.     

Alumna Dominique Caspers lives in Colorado with 

her five-year-old son, Braden, where they hike, bike, 

ski, and enjoy their scenic surroundings. 
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Caspers adds, “Never be afraid to make 
a change or think it’s too late to try 
something.  Never limit yourself or your 
destination.”      

Being a good parent and running are 
also important to Caspers, having been 
recruited to run cross country while at 
UIU.  “I ran a marathon recently and now 
my long-term goal is to eventually run one 
in each state.”   

 
Her most recent adventure is skydiving 
and although she may not be passionate 
about it, feels she may have to do it a 
couple more times in order to take it all 
in.  She says the experience is a little 
out of the ordinary for her because she 
doesn’t usually do radical things.  “Like 
math, I’m a pretty steady, predictable 
person, but every now and  then I need to 
do something crazy to make sure I’m not 
missing anything.”

needs to be exchanged and when, and 
then creates XML-based schema to aid in 
transferring information between agencies 
but says, “I am still in search of a career 
that I love and am passionate about!” 
 
Although Caspers says she has enjoyed 
the various jobs she’s held over the years, 
she wants to teach math.  “I want to do 
something meaningful, something that 
really makes a difference in people’s lives.  
Teaching has been in the back of my mind 
since I started college, but back then it 
intimidated me,” she says.  “I always 
loved math, as well as kids, and I like the 
idea of being a teacher and a role model.   
 
One of her role models while attending 
UIU was Dr. Maureen Busta, professor 
of mathematics.  “I never saw Dr. Busta 
without a smile on her face and chalk all 
over her jacket,” says Caspers.  “I loved 
that about her because she was focused on 
what was important, not worrying about 
if she got her jacket chalky or not.”  She 
adds, “Her positivity and enthusiasm were 
definitely contagious.  I could talk to her 
about anything; she was a real mentor for 
me educationally, as well as personally.”   
 
The state of Colorado offers an alternative 
teaching licensure program for those who 
already have an undergraduate degree.  
However, to qualify for the two-year 
program, one must first acquire a teaching 
position (with supervision) while taking 
concurrent classes at the University of 
Colorado.   
 
“I’m searching for a teaching position 
right now but with all of the education 
budget cuts, I’m not sure how long it will 
take to secure one,” says Caspers.  “I’m 
going to keep trying though because I’ve 
been in the working world long enough 
to realize that if you don’t have a passion 
for what you do, 40 plus hours a week 
becomes very agonizing.” 
 

Alumna Dominique Caspers ’00 photographed during her first skydiving 

experience.  Caspers graduated from Upper Iowa University with a mathematics 

and human services major with a minor in psychology and is looking at earning 

another degree to teach math.

“I never saw Dr. Busta without a smile on her face 
and chalk all over her jacket,” says Caspers.  “I 
loved that about her because she was focused on 
what was important, not worrying about if she got 
her jacket chalky or not.” 

Please take a minute to  
complete our short, online  

readership survey.   
Simply go to   

www.uiu.edu/readershipsurvey

Thank you!
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Thanks in part to funding from Upper 
Iowa’s summer stipend program, along 
with support from the university 
administration, I had the privilege 
of attending and presenting at two 
professional conferences in Ireland during 
the summer of 2009. One of these was the 
most prestigious gathering in my field: 
the national meeting of the American 
Conference for Irish Studies, which in 
2009 was held in tandem with a conference 
hosted by the National University of 
Ireland, Galway. The other was broader in 
scope and longer in name: the Conference 
on Catholicism and Public Cultures in 
Ireland, France, United Kingdom, and 
North America, co-sponsored by the 
Centre for Public Culture Studies at the 
Institute for Art, Design, and Technology, 
Dun Laoghaire, Dublin; the National 
Centre for Franco-Irish Studies at ITT, 
Tallaght, Dublin; and The Kucera Center 
for Catholic Thought at Loras College, 
Dubuque, Iowa. In between, I spent a week 
in Dublin studying the manuscripts in the 

Yeats Collection at the National Library of 
Ireland, Dublin.  
 
It was not, however, a “vacation,” 
though I enjoyed every minute of it. 
The trip ate into my summer, required 
an extraordinary amount of effort and 
stamina, and left me exhausted even as I 
tried vainly to catch up on administrative 
paperwork in the aftermath. Can you hear 
the violins? 
 
So, assuming I’m being honest about all 
the work involved, before and after, why 
do I do it (I won’t presume to speak for 
my colleagues)? Why bother? What’s in it 
for me? More importantly, what’s in it for 
UIU?  
 
I thought you’d never ask.  
 
Faculty at Upper Iowa are all about two 
things: teaching and learning. You can’t 
have one without the other. If a professor 
stops learning, his or her teaching gets 

. . . . stale. Professions and fields move, 
and one has to move with them or be 
left behind. However, outside of keeping 
up with current work published in 
professional journals, professors are often 
hard-pressed to find time to take classes; 
they’re too busy teaching them. Students 
have all the luck, that way. 
 
Professional conferences cater to both 
needs, offering a smorgasbord of broadly-
linked “classes”—referred to as “sessions” 
or “panels”—both run and attended 
by emerging and established scholars. 
Over the course of three or four days, 
one can participate in perhaps 16 or 20 
of these, hear dozens of academics and 
professionals discussing their current 
research and pedagogy.  One gets to ask 
questions, critique, engage in collegial 
discourse, and suggest other avenues of 
enquiry.  The panels begin early in the 
morning and proceed into the evening, 
while the after-hours shop-talk may 
continue far into the night. My own 

What I did during my summer “vacation”
Faculty who come to Upper Iowa do so because they feel compelled to help students learn.  
We’re not a research institution; professional publications are not a requisite for tenure.  On 
the other hand, this doesn’t mean that faculty aren’t interested in pursuing professional 
research and publication, nor that the university discourages it.  Quite the contrary.
 

Clockwise (left):  Yeats’s Tower, Thoor 
Ballylee,  Ireland; (top) Yeats Exhibit 
at the National Library of Ireland; 
(bottom right) Dun Angus Inishmore 
has spectacular cliffs; (middle) Serra 
cycled in the Aran Islands, exploring the 
landscapes that inspired Irish playright, 
poet, and writer J.M. Synga.
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specific area is the poetry of William 
Butler Yeats, and there is at least one 
Yeats-specific session at every conference 
I attend. As for the rest: Oscar Wilde, 
James Joyce, Seamus Heaney, Brian Friel, 
diaspora studies, postcolonial studies, 
economics, language, modern Irish film, 
and Irish archaeology, ethnography 
and folklore to name only a few. It’s as 
challenging and exhilarating as taking an 
IEXL course, but it makes for long days. 
 
Indeed, the worst thing about most 
conferences is that there aren’t enough 
hours in the day. Usually several panels 
run concurrently in almost every time slot. 
There’s no way to hear every paper. On the 
other hand, plenary or keynote sessions 
are normally arranged so that everyone 
can attend. The plenary speakers at the 
Galway conference were particularly good, 
including Bernadette Devlin McAliskey 
(Irish political activist and former 
Member of Parliament for Mid Ulster), 
the late Cardinal Cahal Daly (speaking 
immediately after the publication of the 
Ryan Report), and Brendan Duddy, who 
almost single-handedly brokered the 
dialog between the IRA and the British 
government that ultimately facilitated the 
peace process in Northern Ireland. 
 
Beyond simply attending a conference, the 
process of getting one’s own research into 
shape for a 15- or 20-minute professional 
presentation while teaching is a challenge 
in-and-of itself. Good, thorough research 
takes time, and the demands of the 
eight-week term system leave that in 
short supply during the academic year. 
Personally, the necessity of preparing a 
paper gives me focus. It keeps me in touch 
with the discipline that I teach in most 
of my classes: undergraduate writing. “A 
writer writes,” says Billy Crystal in Throw 
Momma from the Train. Still, it’s time-
consuming, slogging work and sometimes 
professors, like their students, need the 
impetus provided by a deadline to avoid 
spending all their time simply enjoying 
“thinking about the topic” instead of 
actually getting down to the nitty-gritty 
of writing. Conference papers provide 

occasions for drafting, peer review, and 
editing: all that stuff that gets talked 
about in English 101. They are the seeds 
for classroom lectures, and even larger 
publishing projects: articles, monographs, 
and sometimes books. 
 

Further, the timing of my two 
conferences was ideal. Not only was 
I afforded the opportunity to present 
in company with scholars from some 
of the most prestigious Irish Studies 
programs worldwide (without losing the 

instructional time during the academic 
year), but I squeezed in nearly a week–
full, 12-hour nonstop days–reading 
and evaluating the unpublished Yeats 
manuscripts held by the National Library 
of Ireland, dictating many documents 
for later transcription and study. If 
I’m very lucky, I may have discovered 
a book project. Certainly some of it 
will be incorporated into a paper I’ll 
be presenting at the University of 
Sunderland’s Irish Studies conference this 
November: the draft of a draft of a draft. 
 
However, I have to admit that the trip 

wasn’t all work, work, work and study, 
study, study. I got to spend an entire 
leisurely afternoon ambling over the 
grounds around Yeats’s tower, Thoor 
Ballylee, searching for some of the 
locations alluded to in his later poetry 
(and talking with the local farmers who 

were out cutting silage). I spent another 
day cycling in the Aran Islands and 
exploring the landscapes that inspired 
J.M. Synge. I even got to walk the streets 
of Dublin on Bloomsday, June 16, the 
celebration of all things related to James 
Joyce and Ulysses–after the NLI closed for 
the evening. 
 Most of all, I had the opportunity 
to wear a nametag that proclaimed my 
institutional affiliation as “Upper Iowa 
University, USA.” I got to hobnob with my 
peers, and even the occasional academic 
rock star, compare teaching strategies, 
hand out business cards, contribute to 
ongoing research projects, and discuss 
the merits of what my university is doing: 
both worldwide and in our own little 
corner of Iowa. “You’re doing what? 
Where?” I hear a lot, and also “That’s 
amazing!” No, that’s Upper Iowa, and that 
makes all the rest worthwhile. 
 
I would like to close by thanking the 
Personnel Committee and the university 
administration for their support of my 
travel and research, as well as the support 
that is given to the faculty at large for 
professional development.  It enables us to 
bring our global experiences back to our 
students.

Dr. Nick Serra received his BA in English 
from the University of Notre Dame, MA in 
English from Drake University, and PhD in 
English from S.U.N.Y. Binghamton.

Personally, the necessity of preparing a paper gives me 
focus. It keeps me in touch with the discipline that I teach 
in most of my classes: undergraduate writing. “A writer 
writes,” says Billy Crystal in Throw Momma from the Train.

Serra squeezed in nearly a week–full, 12-hour 
nonstop days–reading and evaluating the unpublished 
Yeats manuscripts held by the National Library of 
Ireland.
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“After my study abroad experience, I 
wanted to see more of the world,” she 
stated.  “I think it is important to get out 
of your comfort zone and try new things.”  
Having grown up in Sabula, Iowa, a small 
town along the Mississippi River, Kilburg 
enjoyed her visit to another country and 
says she now wants to travel more. 
 
Kilburg has spent the last two terms 
completing an internship in Grafenwoehr, 
Germany, working at a child development 
center called, Camp Adventure, on a 
U.S. military base.  She will return to 
the Fayette campus this fall to finish her 
degree in Early Childhood Education. 

Kilburg first learned about this internship 
program through one of her professors

Senior Alisha Kilburg says she was bitten by the travel bug after spending a semester on a UIU 
study-abroad trip to Sydney, Australia.  

Senior Alisha Kilburg has spent the last two terms 

completing an internship in Grafenwoehr, Germany, 

working at a child development center called, Camp 

Adventure, on a U.S. military base.  

International travel helped shape student’s 
career path

 at UIU.  Offered through the University 
of Northern Iowa, she had to apply, 
interview, and be accepted for an open 
position at Camp Adventure.  The Camp 
Adventure program sends interns to U.S. 
military bases in the states and overseas 
to help with childcare.  “I chose Germany 
because I not only wanted to see Europe, 
but working with children is something 
I want to do the rest of my life,” said 
Kilburg.  On base, she worked with 
children ages infant to five. 
 
Her typical day started with breakfast, 
where family-style dining was 
implemented so the children can learn 
good table manners and how to do things 
for themselves.  After breakfast was 

“Center Time,” which included planned 
activities and class time that had a weekly 
theme and planned lessons.  Kilburg 
said, “Center time is important in that it 
combines learning with social interaction, 
so the children learn from one another.”  
The rest of the day consisted of periods set 
aside for singing, reading stories out loud, 
recess, lunch, snacks, and naps.  Kilburg 
added, “I loved going to work every day 
and felt privileged to work with such 
wonderful children.” 
 
On weekends Kilburg and her roommates 
found plenty of time to explore Europe.  
They travelled to Munich, Frankfurt, 
Berlin, Prague, France, Austria, and the 
Czech Republic.  “Europe is beautiful, 
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with lots of history,” she said.  In the 
evenings, they would either go bowling or 
see a movie.  Although Kilburg found the 
language barrier difficult at times with her 
limited German, she said there was usually 
someone around who could speak English.  
One cultural difference she could not get 
used to, however, was drinking her milk 
warm.  
 
“Not only have I had the opportunity to 
travel with this internship, I have gotten 
to know many military families,” said 
Kilburg.  She says she’s seen first-hand 
how hard it is to be a military family and 

Senior Alisha Kilburg poses with a few of her students 

at Camp Adventure child development center on a U.S. 

military base in Grafenwoehr, Germany.  Kilburg is 

earning a degree in Early Childhood Education.

UIU December 2009 International graduations

Congratulations to these joyous graduates from the UIU Hong Kong Center. Faculty, staff, and special guests in the front row include Mr. Edwin Tan,  
Dr. David Eicher, Dr. Mary Rettig, Dr. DeWayne Frazier, Dr. David Chown, Dr. Alan Walker (President), Mr. Robert Firth, Dr. Richard Patrick, Mr. Jerry 
Wadian, Dr. Cindy Waters, Mr. Lincoln Morris, Mr. Christopher Sanders, and Mrs. Alice Hung.

how difficult and different their lifestyle is 
with one or both parents coming and going 
all of the time.  “Seeing their lifestyle 
made me realize the responsibility we had 
for taking good care of their children while 
they were away,” she said. 
 
Although Kilburg has great respect for 
everyone who serves in the U.S. Armed 
Forces, she says military service is not for 
her.  She adds, “I am, however, going to 
apply with the Department of Defense to 
teach on a military base when I finish my 
teaching degree at Upper Iowa.”  

Congratulations to these proud graduates from the UIU Malaysia Center. Faculty, staff, and special guests in the front row include Mr. Francis Ng, Mr. Jason 
Raj, Mr. Leighton Buntain, Dr. Mohammed, Mr. Jerry Wadian, Mr. K.C. Lee, Dr. Cindy Waters, Dr. David Chown, Dr. Alan Walker (President), Mr. Robert 
Firth, Dr. DeWayne Frazier, Mr. Linc Morris, Dr. Mary Rettig, Mr. Edwin Tan, Dr. Lisa Tan, Ms. Sham Deswary, Dr. Lynne Chaw, Ms. Jamie Yap and Ms. 
Jocelyn Kung. 
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Dear UIU Alumni,

As we all know, time is fleeting.  It doesn’t seem possible, but I have had the pleasure 
of serving as vice president for the Upper Iowa University Advancement and Alumni 
Office for nearly two years.  During this period, I have met so many wonderful alumni 
and participated in numerous UIU events.  Two of my favorite events include welcoming 
new alumni at May commencement and hosting the alumni booth during last year’s Team 
Peacock experience.

This is the sixth consecutive year Team Peacock will ride RAGBRAI to raise money for student scholarships.  Last year was my first 
time going along, and I would like to share with you a few things I found special about it.

First, I am truly amazed by the generosity of our alumni during this event.  Not only do our alumni host 35 Team Peacock riders 
and a full support crew on their lawns, they open their homes for us to use their restroom and laundry facilities.  If the weather turns 
bad, they invite us in to sleep on their floors where it’s safe and warm.  Many of our alumni hosts provide us with the most delicious 
food—cold drinks, snacks, sandwiches, homemade baked goods, and more.   We couldn’t feel more welcome!

Then there’s the emotional connection for Upper Iowa University.  Team members always seem surprised by the number of strangers 
that yell, “Go Upper Iowa” or “Hey, I’m a UIU grad,” as they pass by.  Alumni who stop by the meeting town booth throughout the 
day are always proud to share their favorite UIU memories.   In one town, I had run out of an item at the booth so went to a local store 
to buy more.  In conversation with the owner, he turned out to be a UIU alumnus so wouldn’t allow me to pay for the merchandise.  
He said, “Since it’s for UIU, it’s on the house!”

Peacocks, don’t let time get away from you.  Stay connected with your University—e-mail us at alumni@uiu.edu, friend us 
on Facebook, share your special accomplishments in Class Notes, attend alumni events and give us your feedback on alumni 
programming.  Finally, put Homecoming on your calendar this year, and every year, as the place to be!  

Mary Rettig, Vice President, Advancement and Alumni

 

From the Advancement & Alumni Office

Team Peacock rides 

RAGBRAI 
July 25-31

for student scholarships!

To see who’s riding, to read our blog,  

to find out more,  

or to make a donation, go to http://www.uiu.edu/

teampeacock/

Save the Date! 

Homecoming Weekend Oct. 8-9

A ribbon-cutting ceremony  

for the $75 million construction  

project on the Fayette campus  

is being planned.

Details coming soon!
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23         Team Peacock Kickoff Dinner (Fayette Campus)
              Time TBA

25-31    Team Peacock rides RAGBRAI across Iowa 
            Visit us in the host cities and the midday towns!  
 

July 2010

12-22   Iowa State Fair, “Non-Stop Fun!” (Des Moines, IA)
            Visit our booth!
19        501 Peacocks  (Location TBA)  5:01 p.m.

21        Meet the Class of 2014  (Fayette Campus)  Time TBA
 
23        First day of Classes  (Fayette Campus)

TBA    Madison Area Career Networking   
            Check back at www.uiu.edu/alumni for more details!

August 2010

 4         UIU vs. Texas A&M-Commerce   (Commerce, TX)  7 p.m.
            Alumni tailgate @ 4 p.m. 
 
11        UIU vs. Minnesota-Duluth   (Fayette Campus)   1 p.m.  
            Alumni tailgate @ TBA    

25        UIU vs. Winona State    (Fayette Campus)   1 p.m.  

September 2010

 7         President’s Society Reception and Dinner 
            (Fayette Campus by invitation)  Time TBA
8-9       Homecoming 2010  (Fayette Campus)
            Watch for your invitation in July.

 8         Alumni & Friends Golf Outing   10:30 a.m.
            (Big Rock Country Club Golf Course)
 8         Class of 1960 Luncheon   (Garbee Hall)   12:30 p.m.
 8         Ribbon Cutting & Grand Opening of new Liberal Arts 
             Building and Suite-Style Housing  (Fayette Campus) 3:30 p.m.
 8         Hall of Fame Social & Banquet  (Garbee Hall)   6 p.m.
            Honoring Coach James Squiers ’71 and athletes Jeff Roth ’93, 
              Ryan Birt ’00,  and Vicky Rigenberg Rarick ’00 
 8         VB vs. Concordia-St. Paul  (Dorman Gym)  7 p.m.
 8          Bonfire & Pep Rally  (South Lot Rec Center)  9:15 p.m. 

 9         Parade (Downtown Fayette)  10:30 a.m. 
 9         FB vs. Minnesota-Crookston  (Eischeid Stadium)  1 p.m.
 9         VB vs. St. Cloud State  (Dorman Gym)  4 p.m.
 9         Alumni Social Hour & Banquet  (Liberal Arts & 
            Garbee Hall)  5:30 p.m.
            Honoring classes of ’40, ’50, ’60, ’70, ’80, ’90,’00, & ’05
   
21        501 Peacocks  (Location TBA)   5:01 p.m.

23        FB vs. Southwest Minnesota  (Eischeid Stadium)  1 p.m.
            Family Weekend/Alumni tailgate @ 11 a.m.
 

October 2010

11        Veterans Day Service  (Fayette Campus)  Time TBA 
November 2010

TBA    Founder’s Day Celebration  (Fayette Campus)

 3          Hong Kong Center Graduation (Hong Kong)

 5          Malaysia Center Graduation (Malaysia)
          

December 2010

20        Des Moines Alumni Reception  (Des Moines, IA)  Time TBA

27        501 Peacocks  (Location TBA)  5:01 p.m.

TBA    Team Peacock RAGBRAI Route Announcement Party
          

January 2011

TBA    Legislative Reception  (Des Moines, IA)  Time TBA

17        501 Peacocks  (Location TBA)  5:01 p.m.      

March 2011

14        Phoenix Area Alumni Reception (Phoenix, AZ) Time TBA

TBA    Numerous UIU Center Location Senior Receptions 

TBA    Scholarships and Awards Banquet  (Fayette Campus)
 
TBA    Freedom Writers Educational Outreach Presentation 

April 2011

 5         501 Peacocks  (Location TBA)  5:01 p.m.

 7         Commencement  (Fayette Campus)
          Alumni House Open House from 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
21        Armed Forces Day Celebration  (Fayette Campus)  11:30 p.m.
          

May 2011

Alumni Calendar of Events
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Upper Iowa University received a 
$125,000 gift this year from the estate 
of La Vonne I. Gutches, wife of the late 
William F. Gutches, a 1929 graduate of 
UIU.  UIU has established an endowed 
annual scholarship in the couple’s names. 
The value of the gift is expected to 
increase to about $200,000. 
 
William and La Vonne Gutches were 
married in 1932. He had a successful 
41-year career teaching and coaching 
in secondary education, starting out in 
the Iowa schools of Maynard, Dows, 
Soldier and Onawa. After he earned his 
master’s degree in physical education 
from Columbia University, the couple 
moved to Illinois where he served as high 
school football coach and athletic director 
at Dwight D. Eisenhower and Harold 
L. Richards High Schools, both in the 
southern suburbs of Chicago. La Vonne 
worked at Northern Trust in Chicago for 
26 years. They retired to Mesa, AZ, in 
1976.  
 

The William F. and La Vonne I. Gutches 
Student Scholarship will be awarded to a  
deserving UIU junior or senior, majoring 
in education or physical education, who 
maintains a minimum 3.0 grade point 
average who plans to coach, and who has 
long-term career aspirations of becoming 
an athletic director or administrator.  

“A bequest from our alumni is always 
greatly appreciated,” said Dr. Alan G. 
Walker, president. “But a cash gift of this 
level that is intended to aid our students 
at a time when all types of educational 
assistance are being cut is especially 
meaningful.”  

The Gutches’ estate is being administered 
by longtime friend of the couple, Elva 
Davies, wife of the late John Leonard 
Davies, also a 1929 graduate of UIU. 
Bill and Len became friends during 
their college years at Upper Iowa. Bill 
played football under legendary Coach 

Arizona couple wills $125,000 to Upper Iowa University
John ‘Doc’ Dorman. Both men became 
members of "The Old Time Peacocks” that 
was organized by another UIU graduate, 
“Swede” Selgelid. Elva Davies currently 
resides in Apache Junction, AZ.

Clockwise (left):  William F. Gutches’ 1946 graduation photo from an Upper Iowa University yearbook, The Peacock; (middle)  books about UIU that 

were owned by William Gutches and returned to the UIU Alumni Office by Elva Davies; and (right) Elva Davies and Dr. Mary Rettig, vice president for 

advancement.

Casey Popenfoose, Huntley, IL, was presented 

the William F. Gutches and LaVonne I. Student 

Scholarship by Dr. Gail Moorman Behrens, Director 

of Teacher Education, Assistant Professor of 

Education, and Chair of the Division of Education.  

The scholarship banquet was held Saturday, 

March 27, 2010, on the Upper Iowa University 

Fayette campus.
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SUITE-STYLE HOUSING
SCHEDULED COMPLETION:  aUGUST 2010

LIbEraL arTS bUILdING
SCHEDULED COMPLETION:  aUGUST 2010

STUdENT CENTEr
SCHEDULED COMPLETION: JANUARY 2011

$75 million construction project on schedule
Construction of the three new buildings on the Fayette campus—Liberal Arts building, student suite-style housing, and student center—
hold a promise of exciting times ahead for students, faculty, and staff as the buildings take shape.  The new Liberal Arts building and 
student suite-style housing completion date is set for August 2010.  However, everyone will have to wait a little longer for the Student 
Center to be finished, which is anticipated to be January 2011.

There seems to be noticeable progress every day.  The fence around the Liberal Arts building and the oval lawn came down last month, 
and sod was planted over the massive area dug up for the geothermal wells.  Each building has been wrapped with insulation and 
prepped for laying brick on the outside walls.  Windows are now installed in the Liberal Arts building and the student suite-style 
housing.  Crews are installing shiny copper roofing on both the Liberal Arts building and suite-style housing.

Look for details on the grand opening “ribbon-cutting” ceremony planned for Homecoming Weekend, October 8-9, 2010.
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Commencement     May 8, 2010 
Some 1,200 students graduated from Upper Iowa University on Saturday, May 8, in Dorman Memorial Gymnasium on the UIU home campus in 
Fayette. Graduates came from around the United States and included students who earned their degrees at UIU’s 15 education centers or through its 
online and independent study courses. 

Of the more than 560 students who were on hand to receive their diploma, about 500 earned bachelor’s degrees in business, education, liberal arts, or 
math and science; another 60 received master’s degrees.  Three ceremonies were held Saturday at 10 a.m., 1 p.m., and 3:30 p.m.

Commencement speaker for all three ceremonies was Tom M. Conley, president and CEO of The Conley Group, Des Moines, Iowa, which provides 
uniformed and plainclothes security services, as well as investigative services.  Conley is a three-time alumnus of Upper Iowa University, earning 
undergraduate degrees in business management and psychology, as well as a master’s degree in business leadership. 

“Commencement is the pinnacle of our academic year at Upper Iowa University.  It is the culmination of hard work and the beginning of their future for 
our students, and embodies our mission as an institution of higher education,” said UIU President Alan G. Walker. “We look forward to this day with 
great anticipation.” 

26                  The Bridge  •   Summer 2010
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Derryl 
Dumermuth,  
’46, Tulare, CA, 
was honored when 

October 18, 2009, was officially proclaimed 
“DUMERMUTH DAY” in Tulare. Derryl 
and his wife, the former Wanda Brause,who 
also attended UIU from 1941-43, were 
recognized for their contributions to life in 
Tulare over the past five decades. Derryl, a 
retired math teacher, was active in the Tulare 
Historical Museum and the local Methodist 
Church. He and Wanda have co-authored 
two hard-cover books chronicling the history 
of their hometown.  Wanda was active in 
anything musical, including a record 26 years 
as organist at the Methodist Church. The day 
included a banquet and a friendly roast of the 
couple. 
 

Richard 
Bachman, ’60, 
Denver, CO, is a 
substitute teacher 

and works for the Colorado Rockies baseball 
team.

Steven G. Mullan, ’61, Newton, IA, retired 
from teaching at Newton High School.  He is 
currently serving his second four-year term  
on the Newton City Council (4th Ward).  
Steven earned his master’s degree from Truman 
State in 1968. He and his wife Mary have  
15 grandchildren.

Gene Klinge, ’62, Harpers Ferry, IA, broke 
the record for the most wins in Iowa girls 
basketball history on Saturday, January 2. The 
game marked his 939th career win over a 48-
year career.  At the end of the 2010 season, his 
record stands at 956 wins.  Gene is the head girls 
basketball coach in Waukon.  

Richard Bisgrove, ’62, Dearborn, MI, took 
a trip to Japan in October 2009. He spent four 
days in Tokyo, four days in Hokkaido, four days 
in Okinawa, and four days in Kyoto.

Patrick Nefzger, ’63, Iowa City, IA, has just 
completed slide shows of his 45 years of travel.  
So far, 7,560 slides of the total 150,000 slides 
have been shown at the Iowa City Senior Center, 
with no program repeats. Patrick has been asked 

to present for another year, so the fun continues. 

Bill and Carol (Clark) Lewis, both ’65, 
Cold Spring, MN, have been enjoying recent 
travel.  Bill enjoyed some island hopping 
in the British Virgin Island with his son and 
his family on the 54-foot sailboat “Endless 
Reach.”  Carol opted to wait for a more 
land-loving trip and enjoyed a summer tour of 
Whistler, British Columbia, with Bill. 

Pam Whitmore, ’65, Buckingham, IA, 
presented a program entitled “Dysart’s Orphan 
Children” for the Tama County Historical & 
Genealogical Society.  Pam has also written a 
book on the subject.  Her grandmother, Laura 
McNamee, was the oldest of five siblings who 
arrived in 1893 on the Orphan Train from 
New York.

Steve Staker, ’68, Marion, IA, was named 
the Liberty Mutual National Coach of the Year 
for NCAA Division III.  Steve has been the 
head football coach at Coe College for two 
years.  The award recognizes one coach in 
each of the four divisions of college football, 
celebrating coaches whose seasons were 
marked by the success and sportsmanship 
of their teams on the field, achievements 
by their student-athletes in the classroom 
and their selfless support of the charity 
and their communities.  The award carries 
a cash donation of $50,000 to a charity of 
Staker’s choice and $20,000 to benefit alumni 
programs at Coe.

Class Notes

1960s

Dave and Trina 
(Greco) Bell, both 
’70, Palatine, IL, 
are planning their 

retirement in 2010.  Dave will retire from his 
position as insurance and benefit administrator 
with Wilmette Public Schools District 39, and 
Trina will retire from her position in Social 
Services with CEDA Northwest, Mt. Prospect, 
IL. 

Jay Procko, ’71, Hemet, CA, has retired after 
serving 20 years as an Air Force officer and 
12 years as a special education teacher.  Jay 
and his wife, Amanda, are enjoying a quiet, 
warm life in a Southern California senior 
community.

Catherine Vint ’72, Marshalltown, IA, is a 
retired elementary school teacher.

Rich, ’72, and Donita (Gushee) Clifton, 
of North Mankato, MN, retired January 
2010.  Rich had nearly 30 years of 
government service with the Social Security 
Administration and the Internal Revenue 
Service.  Donita retired as the benefits director 
at Gustavus Adolphus College in St. Peter, 
MN, after more than 25 years of service.  
She was the secretary to UIU presidents Dr. 
Garbee and Dr. Paul, from 1968-1972.  Rich 
and Donita have three children and three 
grandchildren.

Steve Havlik, ’73, Cedar Rapids, IA, retired 
on March 1 from his post as fire chief in Cedar 
Rapids.

Bob Horner, ’76, Mason City, IA, was 
inducted into the Iowa Boys Basketball 
Hall of Fame.  After teaching and coaching 
junior high at West Hancock, he started his 
varsity coaching career with three years at 
West Bend-Mallard and six years at Lake 
Mills, logging a combined record of 168-76 
with his 1986 Lake Mills team making the 
State Tournament. From 1987 through 2004, 
he directed Mason City to 221 wins, five 
conference titles and five State Tournament 
appearances including back-to-back 
championships in 1996 and 1997. He took 
a career mark of 389-263 when he returned 
to coach North Butler this year. He and his 
wife, Bev, raised three girls—Tracy, Heather 

1940s 1970s
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and Kristin—and a son Jeff, who scored 
2,194 career points, holds a state high of 12 
three-point goals in a game and state best 
of 760 career treys prior to starting at the 
University of Iowa.  

 
Don Lyons, ’81, 
Denison, IA, 
was inducted into 
the Iowa Girls’ 

Coaches Association Hall of Fame in April.  
Lyons spent 20 years as head girls’ basketball 
coach at Denison High School. Lyons is also 
a member of the UIU Hall of Fame and the 
Iowa Baseball Coaches Hall of Fame.

Francis Courtney II, ’85, Summerville, 
SC, is director for the southeast region at 
GStek, Inc.  He has worked in the defense 
industry since retiring from the Navy 
in 1985.  Francis also worked for Johns 
Hopkins University as senior staff in the 
Applied Physics Laboratory.

Patricia Matt, ’87, Elkader, IA, and her 
husband, Harold, celebrated their 50th 
wedding anniversary. 
 
 
 

Bob Lape, ’90, 
West Union, IA, 
is a teacher at 
North Fayette and 

head football coach.  He started coaching in 
2008 and was named District Coach of the 
Year.

Eric Busse, ’90, Evansville, WI, has been 
elected to the Evansville School Board.  

Kris Penquite, ’91, Altoona, IA, has been 
married for 19 years and has three daughters.

William Deegan, ’94, Mason City, IA, 
married Mara Linskey-Deegan on June 20, 
2009, in Edmonds, Washington.

Debra A. Carr, ’95, Des Moines, IA, 
was featured in the Des Moines Register 
in her position as director of economic 
development for Iowans for Social and 
Economic Development in Des Moines.  

John Beckman, ’95, Waterloo, IA, has 
been the Waterloo Police Department patrol 
division commander since March 2008. He 
has served the department since 1975.  

Andrew Oberbreckling, ’96, and his wife, 
Marcy, of Mechanicsville, IA, welcomed 
their second child, Emmeline Rose, on 
February 6, 2010.

Nancy Everman, 
’96, ’99, Postville, 
IA, and her 
husband, Ken, 
visited Cozumel, 
Mexico, for 
Carnival 2010.  
They enjoyed the 
four-hour parade 
on the Tuesday night before Ash Wednesday.  
Nancy is the director of foundation and 
corporate relations at UIU.

Joanne Revis, ’98, Portsmouth, VA, was 
deployed to Camp Arifjan, Kuwait, in 
support of OEF/OIF. 

Jeff Tyler, ’98, Cedar Falls, IA, was named 
the Waterloo Police Department’s Officer of 
the Year for 2009.  Tyler is a 10-year veteran 
of the force and was the lead investigator in 
the 2006 shooting death of Tonyeah Jackson. 
The case resulted in a first-degree murder 
conviction after a lengthy trial. Fellow 
officers who nominated Tyler for the award 
described him as dependable, energetic and a 
good role model.

Joe Greathouse, ’99, North Liberty, IA, 
is a member of the faculty at Kirkwood 
Community College (KCC), Cedar Rapids. 

He and a colleague were instrumental in 
the development of a grant proposal to seek 
American Council of Construction Education 
(ACCE) accreditation of the Construction 
Management Program at KCC.  Joe is also 
developing a high school academy at Jones 
Regional Education Center that will allow 
secondary students to earn joint credit in the 
construction management curriculum.

Joshua Yoder, ’99, Central City, IA, is 
married and has two children. 

 
 

Michael Joseph, 
’00, Coralville, 
IA, was married 

on June 6, 2008.

Craig Hendricks, ’00, ’05, Arroyo Grande, 
CA, retired as commander of the Arroyo 
Grande Police Department in July 2008.  He 
is now a part-time faculty member at Allan 
Hancock College in Santa Maria, CA.  He 
is pictured in 2009 on the island of Moorea, 
French Polynesia – taken from Belvedere 
viewpoint. Cook’s Bay is in the background.

Robin Hegg, ’02, Schofield, WI, was a 
finalist for the Athena Young Professionals 
Award sponsored by the Wausau Region 
Chamber of Commerce.  Robin is human 
resources manager for Greenheck Fan Corp.  
In addition to her professional commitments, 
she also volunteers for Junior Achievement, 
the American Heart Association, and the 
United Way, and she serves on the personnel 
committee for the Village of Weston.

1980s

1990s

2000s
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Where in the world will we find The 
Bridge next? Take The Bridge with you on 
your travels and send us a photo of you 
with your Bridge by a distinguishing sign 
or landmark. Your photos will appear in 
upcoming editions in the Class Notes 
section.

Take us with you! Send original photos to: 
The Bridge 
Upper Iowa University 
Alumni Center 
P.O. Box 1857 
Fayette, IA 52142

or email high-resolution 
(300+ dpi) JPEG or TIFF 
images to: alumni@uiu.edu

2000s Cont.1970s Cont.
Class Notes

Shirlee Krouch, ’02, Windsor Heights, IA, 
was the 2009 president of the Chamber of 
Commerce in South Des Moines.

Lisa Campbell, ’03, Waterloo, IA, was 
promoted to lieutenant within the Waterloo 
Police Department.  She has been assigned 
as the Watch II patrol commander.  Her 
previous assignments include patrol office, 
field training officer, training unit coordinator 
and field training coordinator/supervisor.

Brenda Brighton, ’05, Oelwein, IA, is 
pictured in the market at Roseau, Dominica. 
She was on a seven-night cruise Feb. 7-14, 
2010, that went to St. Thomas, Dominica, 
Barbados, St. Lucia and St. Kitts. She 
currently works at Mercy Hospital in 
Oelwein as an EMT.

Amy Josephsen, ’06, and Jeremy 
Kettmann, ’05, were married in June 2006.  
They are now living in Merrill, IA.

David Bierman, ’06, Hastings, NE, earned 
his MBA from the University of Nebraska 
and his CPA certificate in May 2009.  When 
not working as postmaster, he spends time 
with his wife, Stacy, and daughters, Kiernan, 
5, and Justine, 3.

Andrew Jones, ’07, Lompoc, CA, has been 
named head football coach at Lompoc High 
School.  As quarterback for Lompoc, Andrew 
led the team to a CIF Southern Section 
championship in 2002. 

Greg , ’07, and Chrissy (Johnson) Stice, 
’06, St. Paul, MN, welcomed their son, 
Colton Stephen, on Dec. 13, 2009.  Colton 
weighed 6 lb., 11 oz. and was 22 1/4 inches 
long.  

Benjamin McCready, ’08, Sumner, IA, was 
recently appointed as deputy sheriff in and 
for Fayette County. He is a graduate of the 
Iowa Law Enforcement Academy and has 
been employed as a police officer in Sumner 
for the last 14 months.  

Jessica White, ’08, West Union, IA, has 
joined the North Fayette School District as a 
sixth grade language arts teacher.

Steven Palmer, 
’08, Altoona, IA, 
is an investigator 
in the Polk County 
Attorney’s Office. 
He has been 
appointed to the 
Special Olympics 
Iowa (SOIA) Board 
of Directors.  He 

has been involved with SOIA for 16 years.  
Steven and his wife live in Urbandale.  He 
has three children and two grandchildren.

Suzy Schares, ’08, Readlyn, IA, was 
appointed city clerk for Waterloo. Suzy and 
her husband returned to Iowa from Colorado 
for the position.

Adam Backhaut, ’09, Sheldon, IA, is 
working for Diamond Vogel Paint as an R&D 
chemist at their technical center in Orange 
City, IA.

Curtis Goddard, ’09, Fayette, IA, has 
joined the staff of Bob Krause’s U.S. Senate 
campaign as deputy campaign manager.  
Goddard will be responsible for grassroots 
organizing, internet marketing strategies and 
fundraising.
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In Memoriam

Alumni and former students

Helen (Turner) Oldfather, attended 1926, 
January 10, 2010, Fayette, Iowa

Kenneth “Kenny” K. Coacher, attended 1934, 
November 4, 2009, Charles City, Iowa

Lillian (Arthur) McElroy, ’36, 
November 12, 2009, Percival, Iowa

Martha (Johnson) Durey, ’39,  
August 11, 2009, Manchester, Iowa

James C. Andrews, attended 1940, 
August 30, 2009, Charlottesville, Virginia

Thornton D. Roberts, ’40, 
January 19, 2010, Austin, Texas

Lorena Eileen (Goeller) Castor, ’40,  
May 6, 2009, Stillwater, Minnesota

Margaret (Hall) Barnes, ’42,  
January 7, 2010, Waverly, Iowa

Eloise (Turner) Welch, ’46,  
August 31, 2009, Wynnewood, Pennsylvania

Gladys (Burnett) Daniels, ’46,  
January 5, 2010, College Station, Texas

Leota (Cummings) Turner, ’46,  
August 14, 2009, Sumner, Iowa

Ralph D Kuehl, ’47, Emeritus Trustee,  
October 30, 2009, Cedar Rapids, Iowa

Edmund A Busta, ’48,  
October 8, 2008, West Hills, California

Myron J. Moore, ’49,  
October 11, 2009, Riceville, Iowa

Don D. Wertjes, ’50,  
May 3, 2001, Buffalo Center, Iowa

Eugene E. Wenger, ’50,  
January 21, 2010, Elgin, Iowa

Teressa (Erion) Protsman, ’51,  
November 9, 2009, Hiawatha, Iowa

Carl F. Bruihler, ’52,  
September 28, 2009, Cedar Falls, Iowa

Joyce A. Dusanek, ’55,  
February 17, 2010, Iowa City, Iowa

Norma L. Herman, ’56,  
May 27, 2009, Marion, Iowa

William E. Denker, ’60,  
January 16, 2010, New Prague, Minnesota

Arlene H Schoien, ’60,  
June 9, 2007, Elgin, Iowa

Marlys (Hayes) Brownlee, ’61,  
October 13, 2009, Independence, Iowa

 
 
John R. Cooper, ’63,  
February 6, 2010, Lake Havasu City, Arizona

Gary B. McVicker, ’63,  
January 22, 2010, Califon, New Jersey

Ethelyn (Cook) McFarland, ’64,  
December 11, 2009, Fredericksburg, Iowa

Jerome C. Zuber, ’64,  
October 15, 2009, Mesa, Arizona 

Gladys (Karanda) Rickels, ’65,  
May 28, 2009, Monticello, Iowa

Ruth (Groezinger) Schneider, ’65,  
April 2, 2009, Waukon, Iowa

Maxine (Burrack) Hall, ’67,  
September 15, 2004, Oelwein, Iowa

Jerome “Jerry” Linderbaum, ’67,  
March 4, 2010, Solon, Iowa

Dorothy (Gaffney) Keegan, ’67,  
January 1, 2010, Winthrop, Iowa

Evelyn C. Dresselhaus, ’68,  
January 2, 2010, McGregor, Iowa

Lee E. Grau, ’69,  
May 20, 2009, Montevideo, Minnesota

Dorothy (Anderson) Hardy, ’70,  
December 15, 2009, Hardin, Montana

William G. Kapler, ’70,  
May 27, 2009, Anamosa, Iowa

Lynn B. Stevenson, ’70,  
December 12, 2009, Elma, Iowa

Phyllis (Van Zunk) Tapper, ’71,  
April 17, 2009, Vinton, Iowa

Ethel M Dvorak, ’71,  
November 13, 2009, Cresco, Iowa

Michael J. Ameling, ’75,  
October 23, 2009, Dorchester, Iowa

John E. Massar, ’75,  
December 19, 2008, Alexandria, Virginia

Raymond A. Kowalski, ’75,  
March 27, 2009, Vienna, Virginia

William B. O’Donnell, ’76,  
July 1, 2009, Sterling, Virginia

MacArthur Paschal, ’76,  
December 26, 2008, Smith Station, Alabama

Janet (Schmidt) Martin, ’77,  
December 21, 2009, Waukon, Iowa

William B. Womer, ’77,  
July 5, 2009, Clarkesville, Georgia

Earl V. Ward, ’79,  
March 4, 2009, Wilsonville, Alabama 
 
Charles P. O’Reilly, ’81,  
November 2, 2008, Elmhurst, Illinois

Thomas R. Cervelli, ’81,  
June 10, 2008, Woodridge, Illinois

Wallace G. Frye, ’83,  
March 14, 2010, Cape Coral, Florida

William L. Aten, ’84,  
October 15, 2009, Savoy, Texas

Jerry A Bailey, ’86,  
September 30, 2009, Garden Ridge, Texas

Timothy R. Allman, ’87,  
April 6, 2010, Noblesville, Indiana

Regina (Crouse) Hargett, ’87,  
March 29, 2010, Mount Airy, Maryland

Thomas G Essex, ’88,  
January 15, 2010, Johnston, Iowa

Walter (Wally) Beevers, ’89,  
November 20, 2009, Spring Valley, Minnesota

Marshall D. McKinney, ’92,  
August 20, 2008, Lowell, Arkansas

Joseph J. Schindler, ’97,  
October 22, 2009, Salina, Kansas

Valerie (Humphrey) Canady, ’97,  
March 2, 2008, Wichita, Kansas

Paula McDevitt, ’00,  
June 13, 2009, Wimberley, Texas

Sandra (Brogdon) Hodnett, ’00,  
January 20, 2010, Leesville, Louisiana

Deena (Lohmeyer) Laird, ’02,  
April 22, 2009, South Beloit, Illinois

Tarmall F. Rossin, ’06,  
January 22, 2009, Spring Lake, North Carolina

Sherry A. Jackson, Student,  
February 16, 2010, Milwaukee, Wisconsin

Tony Patrick Gibbs, Student,  
February 3, 2010, Waterloo, Iowa

If you know of alumni, faculty, staff or  
friends who have died and you would like to 
share this news, please contact The Bridge. 
Death announcements must be accompanied 
by a memorial service program or newspaper 
obituary. To make a contribution in memory 
of someone, please send your gift to: Upper 
Iowa University, Attn: Sue Felder, Alumni 
Center, PO Box 1857, Fayette, IA 52142 or 
call 800-553-4150, option 6.
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Found on eBay®!
 
Help us solve the mystery.  This 
postcard was recently found on 
eBay® by a friend of Jeff Klunenberg, 
associate coordinator for the Upper 
Iowa University Des Moines Center.   

If anyone can tell us who the two 
gentlemen are in this photo, where 
on campus or in town it was taken, 
an approximate date, or anything 
else in or about the photo that you 
recognize, please share it with us  
at alumni@uiu.edu.  We’ll publish 
the information you provide in our 
next issue of The Bridge!

Upper Iowa University
605 Washington Street
Fayette, IA 52142

The post office charges Upper Iowa 
University 70 cents for each change of 
address returned to us.  You can help 
us eliminate unnecessary expenses by 
informing us of your new address before 
you move.  Parents, if your son or 
daughter no longer maintains a 
permanent address at home, please notify 
the UIU Alumni Center of the correct 
mailing address.  Call 800-553-4150 x6, or 
email alumni@uiu.edu.    Thank you.  


