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From the President

January 2012 marks 155 years since Upper Iowa University 
began helping men and women achieve their dreams and 
transform their lives through higher education.  UIU was 
established in 1857, beginning with one building on a plot of 
land in rural Iowa, and has grown today into a national and 
international ascending institution of higher education.
  
Through the use of extension activities and technology, Upper 
Iowa University allows any student the flexibility to earn a 
college education anywhere, at anytime—yet still embodies 
the character and virtue of a traditional, private liberal arts 
university.

I am particularly pleased to serve Upper Iowa University at 
this time in its rich history and to embark on this campaign for 
Transforming UIU and to shape our future.  UIU’s first-ever 
comprehensive capital campaign encompasses:
 
          •     academic, residential, and athletic facility upgrades 
to help attract students to UIU’s Fayette residential campus 

          •     academic facilities and program funding to attract 
outstanding faculty and staff to UIU and support our mission  
of continually improving our academic reputation 
 
          •     special project funding that will allow UIU to remain 
agile and help support innovative and progressive projects that 
enhance the living/learning environments in all UIU communities 
 
          •     scholarship availability enterprise-wide to help keep 
a UIU education affordable and accessible 
 
          •     and provide endowed funds to help reduce UIU’s 
tuition dependence and enhance revenue on a consistent and 
predictable basis—further promoting our diversified revenue 
model

As you peruse this booklet, I invite you to consider helping with 
Transforming UIU through your support.  The commitments 
that we make today will positively impact the lives of our 
students, our graduates, our communities, and our world well 
into the future.

 
Alan G. Walker, Ph.D. 
President
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University News

Fall eNrollmeNT 
grows For 7Th  
CoNseCUTIve year
 
Overall enrollment at Upper Iowa University 
has climbed again for the 7th consecutive 
year, according to numbers for fall 2011-12.  
According to President Alan G. Walker, the  
increases are led by a Fayette campus 
enrollment, which is just one off the 1,000 
mark and a jump in the number of  
international students both at the Fayette 
campus and at the UIU centers in Asia.

As of Census Day, the total headcount 
university-wide is 6,822. Of that, 999 are 
students at the Fayette campus, which 
includes 36 students enrolled in the nonde-
gree-seeking English as a Second Language 
program. This is a 5.25 percent increase on 
the UIU primary campus since last fall, and 
a 48 percent increase since 2005. Among 
the Fayette students are 101 international 
students from 26 nations, which is a 77 per-
cent increase from a year ago and a ten-fold 
increase from four years ago. The UIU sites 
in Hong Kong, Malaysia, and Singapore also 
experienced increases with an enrollment of 
1,073, which is a 4.8 percent increase over 
last fall.

Nearly two-thirds of UIU students are 
considered nontraditional, or over the age 
of 25. UIU has seen a 5.6 percent climb this 
year in the number of graduate students, 
now at 487. Nearly 11.5 percent of all UIU 
students are veterans or active members of the 
military and their families; and 7.5 percent of 
students are simultaneously enrolled in UIU 
courses through a combination of multiple 
modalities—onsite, online, or through inde-
pendent study.

Because of UIU’s unique academic structure 
that offers six eight-week enrollment  
periods each year, the University will see  
an estimated 2,300 more students enroll 
before the end of the academic year.

UIU CeleBraTes New edUCaTIoN ProjeCTs 
The University held a grand opening/ribbon cutting during Homecoming weekend to officially 
open its new $16.3 million dollar, nearly 60,000 square foot Student Center on the 
Fayette campus. Speakers included UIU President Alan G. Walker, Board Chair Bob Firth, Dean 
of Student Development Louise Stivers-Scott, ARAMARK Representative Trevor Ferguson, 
Student Government Association President Anthony DiJohn, and Vice President of Advance-
ment, Development and Alumni Relations Wendell Snodgrass.  In addition, both State Senator 
Brian Schoenjahn and State Representative Roger Thomas presented UIU with Certificates of 
Recognition from the Iowa State Senate and Iowa State House of Representatives, respectively.  
Representative Thomas also presented President Walker with an Iowa flag that was flown over 
the State Capitol this month as special recognition of the University. 

On Sept. 21, President Walker and Iowa Lieutenant Governor Kim Reynolds cut the ribbon to 
officially open the new location for the UIU-Des Moines Center, which moved to 5000 
Westown Parkway, West Des Moines.  William Duffy, senior vice president for UIU Academic 
Extension; Fritz Oppenlander, associate vice president for Academic Extension; and UIU student 
Denise Weston of Grimes, Iowa, also spoke at the event. The center is one of the University’s 17 
U.S. centers, has some 600 students, and has been serving primarily nontraditional working adult 
students for more than 25 years in the Des Moines area.

On Oct. 20, UIU christened the new Manchester Regional Education Partnership 
(MREP), which will operate from a center at 1200½  W. Main St., Manchester, Iowa. The 
MREP is a collaborative effort of UIU, Northeast Iowa Community College (NICC), and the City 
of Manchester to offer post-secondary education in the greater Delaware County region. 

Future Upper Iowa University grand openings are being planned for the Quad Cities Center,  
New Orleans Center, Baton Rouge Center, and the reopening of the Jackson 
Barracks facility that closed due to damage after Hurricane Katrina.
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UIU hosTs FoUr 
INTerNaTIoNal 
aUThors
Four internationally known authors visited 
the Fayette campus in late October:  Jeremy 
Tiang, Fabienne Kanor, Ajit Baral, and 
Francisco Suniaga.  They conducted an 
afternoon creative writing workshop and 
shared readings from their works that 
evening in the UIU Student Center Ballroom.  
The event was sponsored by the UIU Writing 
Center with support from International 
Programs and the Liberal Arts Division.

Jeremy Tiang is 
a fiction writer, 
playwright, and 
translator from 
Singapore. Tiang 
has acted in nearly 
30 stage, television, 
and film productions.  Tiang’s plays 
Polyglottalstop (2008), A Dream of Red 
Pavilions (2008), and Godshaped Hole 
(2010) were staged in London, England 
and Operation Opera (2003) in Singapore. 
Tiang’s story “Trondheim” won the NAC 
Golden Point Award. Tiang has also led 
theatre and creative writing workshops, 
translated plays from the Chinese, and 
contributed film, theatre, and book reviews 
to The Quarterly Literary Review Singapore, 
Straits Times, The Arts Magazine, and The 
Flying Inkpot. Tiang’s participation in the 
International Writing Program (IWP) is 
made possible by a grant from the Singapore 
National Arts Council.

Fabienne Kanor 
is a novelist and 
filmmaker from 
France. Kanor is 
the author of four 
novels, which 
include Les Chiens ne font pas des chats 
(2008), Anticorps (2010), and Le Jour où 
la mer a disparu (2008). Kanor received 

the Fetkann Award for her novel D’Eaux 
Douces (2004), and the RFO Literary Award 
for Humus (2006). Kanor has also made a 
number of short documentaries and films, 
including C’est qui l’homme?, winner of 
the Best Screenplay Award at the Angers 
Film Festival in 2008. She has worked as 
a reporter at France 3, Radio Nova (Paris), 
and International French Radio RFI.  She is 
completing her fifth novel and a screenplay 
for the feature-length film Derriére le morne. 
Kanor participates in IWP courtesy of the 
Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs at 
the U.S. Department of State.

Ajit Baral is a fiction 
and nonfiction writer 
from Nepal. Baral 
runs a publishing 
house and bookstore 
in Kathmandu. 
He has published 
Interviews Across 
Time and Space (2007), a collection of 
conversations with international writers, 
and The Lazy Conman and Other Stories:  
Folktales from Nepal (2009). Baral is also the 
co-editor of the short story collection New 
Nepal, New Voices (2008), and a coordinator, 
until recently, of the literary supplement 
Akshar of Nagarik Daily. His writings appear 
in national journals, international magazines 
and book volumes. He participates in IWP 
courtesy of the Bureau of Educational and 
Cultural Affairs at the U.S. Department of 
State.

Francisco Suniaga 
is a novelist, fiction 
and nonfiction 
writer from 
Venezuela. Suniaga 
was a lawyer and 
university instructor 
of international 
politics and law, and served in the United 
Nations transitory administration of East 
Timor, before publishing his first work 
of fiction, and taking on the editorship of 
Exxito, a monthly economics and politics 
magazine. Suniaga is the author of novels 

La otraisla [The Other Island] (2005), 
also translated into German, and El 
pasajero de Truman [Truman’s Passenger] 
(2008), a volume of nonfiction, Pequeños, 
talentosos y esforzados [Little, Talented 
and Hardworking] (2009), and the short 
story collection Margarita infant [Infant 
Margarita] (2010). He participates in IWP 
courtesy of the Bureau of Educational and 
Cultural Affairs at the U.S. Department of 
State.  

UIU To CreaTe 
INTegraTed 
eNrollmeNT CeNTer
 
Senior Vice President for Strategic 
Positioning and Chief Strategic Enrollment 
and Marketing Officer Melik Peter Khoury 
is charged with leading a University-wide 
strategic enrollment management initiative 
and creating an Integrated Enrollment 
Center (IEC).   
 
Khoury will be restructuring operational 
staff across the University to better support 
all UIU modalities. The IEC will include 
the Office of Admissions, Financial Aid, 
and the Registrar, as well as a staff of 
academic advisors. In addition, Khoury will 
develop and implement an enrollment IT 
team; conduct a comprehensive upgrade 
and redeployment of the University’s 
legacy IT system, Jenzebar; and create and 
implement an interdisciplinary University-
wide document imaging system.  Khoury 
will also work closely with the Office of 
Institutional Effectiveness to track initiatives 
and measure outcomes. 
 
“This initiative will not only strengthen the 
University operationally, but its success 
will build our academic quality as well,” 
said President Alan G. Walker.  “A more 
seamless, automated, integrated process to 
support enrollment functions will free up 
resources for even more improvements to 
UIU academic programs.”
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the paper he authored with Gregory Hooks, 
“American Exceptionalism Revisited: 
The Military-Industrial Complex, Racial 
Tensions, and the Underdeveloped Welfare 
State.”  The article was published in The 
American Sociological Review, one of the 
top two journals in the discipline and the 
official journal of the American Sociological 
Association, which is the sociological 
national organization that sets discipline 
standards. 

Dr. Rick Klann, Delano  
professor of science,  
received a significant grant 
in 2011 to continue his 
water-quality monitoring 
of Northeast Iowa area 
streams and rivers, an 

individual project he has been involved in 
for numerous years.

Dr. Melle Starsen, 
assistant professor of 
communications at 
Upper Iowa University, 
graduated in August with 
a doctor of education 
degree in media studies. 

Starsen graduated from Fielding Graduate 
University in Santa Barbara, Calif. with a 
3.925 GPA. Her dissertation, “Cool to be 
cruel: Mean-spiritedness in modern children’s 
sitcoms,” is a content analysis that goes 
beyond what has been written about the 
proven negative effects viewing television 
violence has on children to reveal another 
kind of violence embedded in an unlikely 
place: children’s television sitcoms. Starsen’s 
research investigated 19 live-action children’s 
half-hour sitcoms to expose the presence of 
relational aggression and superiority humor, 
both of which rely on treating other humans as 
inferior for the sake of a canned laugh track.

Elissa Wenthe, assistant 
professor of art, was awarded 
a one-month, all-expenses-
paid residency to Jentel 
Artist Residency Program in 
Wyoming.  Wenthe was one 
of only four artists and two 

writers awarded a summer residency by Jentel.  
Jentel offers artists and writers unfettered time 
for thoughtful reflection and meditation on the 
creative process in a setting that preserves the 
agricultural and historical integrity of the land.  
Jentel is located on a 1,000-acre-plus, working 

cattle ranch 20 miles southeast of Sheridan, 
Wyo. (Population 15,800).  The landscape offers 
spectacular views of the Big Horn Mountains.  
Wenthe’s next solo exhibit will be in March 2012 
at Steckline Gallery in Wichita, Kan. 
 

Dr. Roland Vazquez, associate 
professor of anthropology 
and social science, presented 
the invited paper “Writing 
Victims: Post-Terrorist 
Fiction(s) in the Basque 
Country and Spain at 

Purdue University’s Revisioning Terrorism: 
An Interdisciplinary and International 
Conference.

James Butler, adjunct professor for the Des 
Moines Center, who teaches criminal justice, 
also works full-time for the Des Moines 
Police Department.  Earlier this year, Butler 
put his teaching into action and foiled a 
robbery at a Walmart Store in Des Moines, 
as reported in a story by The Des Moines 
Register.

A photo taken on a class excursion with 
Dr. Kata McCarville, associate professor of  
geosciences, was featured in the latest issue  
of The Iowan.  The photo was taken when 
McCarville’s class was out and about docu-
menting large rocks to compile a database 
of glacial remnants.  The Lone Rock (shown 
above) is located near Nashua, and The Iowan 
touts it as the state’s largest lump of Ice Age 
real estate.  The photo was discovered by an 
Iowan staffer who was surfing the web for a 
photo of same.  The Iowan staffer came across 
the Upper Iowa press release that asks Iowa 
residents to help in locating glacier remnants.  
According to McCarville, by collecting the 
locations of these rocks, and combining that 
information with maps of topography and 
soils, the conditions under which these glacial 
materials were deposited can be studied. 

Faculty

UIU holds maTrICUlaTIoN 
CoNvoCaTIoN 
 
 

When freshmen came to school this 
August, President Alan G. Walker  
and Senior Vice President and Chief 
Academic Officer David Chown 
(above), as well as other Fayette  
campus administrators, spoke at a 
matriculation convocation to mark the 
occasion.  The event was held in the 
ballroom of the new Student Center 
on the Fayette campus and attended by 
parents, faculty dressed in full regalia, 
and staff.  

Dr. John McQueen,  
assistant professor of 
sociology and criminology, 
was named corecipient of 
the article awarded for most 
significant contribution 

to political sociology by the American 
Sociological Association for 

UIU roCk PhoTo makes 
The IowaN 
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Dr. Aaron Haines, 
assistant professor of 
biology, recently had a 
manuscript accepted for 
publication in the journal 
Northwest Science.  It is 

entitled “Incorporating Wildlife Conservation 
into County Comprehensive Plans: A GIS 
Approach.”  Coauthors included Matthias 
Leu, Leona Svancara, J. Michael Scott, Kerri 
Vierling, Sebastian Martinuzzi, and Tamara 
Laninga.  Dr. Maureen Busta, profes-
sor of mathematics/division chair, Dr. 
Nigel George, associate professor of math-
ematics and physics, Dr. Jennifer Stoffel, 
assistant professor of biology, and Haines 
presented at EPIC AIMS: Math and science 
teacher preparation at Iowa’s private colleges 
third Annual Iowa Science & Mathematics 
Teacher Educators Summit.

Dr. Jeff Butikofer, associate 
professor of environmental 
science, attended the 242nd 
American Chemical Society 
National Meeting and Exposi-
tion: Chemistry of Air, Space 
and Water in Denver, Colo.

UIU madIsoN CeNTer 
reCogNIZed as a 
“greeN ProFessIoNal”
 
The Green Master’s Program helps  
to recognize Wisconsin’s sustainability 
business leaders and encourage 
continuous improvement in environmental 
sustainability efforts across the state. 

In 2011, Upper Iowa University-
Madison was recognized as a “Green 
Professional Organization” by The 
University of Wisconsin-Madison and 
The Wisconsin Sustainability Council.  
In addition, in keeping with the spirit  
of sustainability, students from the  
UIU-Madison Center will be hearing  
the latest in climate research from the 
nation’s leading global warming  
scientist, Dr. James Hansen at NASA.

The Environmental Issues Instruction (eii) 
program moved from the University of 
Northern Iowa (UNI) to Upper Iowa Uni-
versity (UIU).  UIU Assistant Professor of 
Education Barb Ehlers has been named the 
new eii program director, replacing Dr. Carl 
Bollwinkel, professor emeritus, from UNI.  As 
a result of the change in leadership, the grant 
funding will now be directed to UIU.  The eii 
program involves professional development for 
practicing teachers and involves instruction in 
an instructional model of environmental issues. 
Teachers now taking these workshops will 
receive graduate credit through Upper Iowa 
University. 

Pictured (front row, l-r): Rosie Cochran, Fairfield, 
Iowa; Barbara Bonnett, Burlington, Iowa; Dr. Carl 
Bollwinkel, University of Northern Iowa.  Back row 
(l-r): Julie Delaney, Davenport, Iowa; Barb Ehlers, 
Upper Iowa; Jeff Monteith, New Hampton, Iowa.

Pictured from left are Barb Ehlers, assistant 
professor of education; Dr. Gina Kuker,  
associate professor of education; Dr. Jeff 
Butikofer, associate professor of environmental 
science; Mary Staniger, assistant professor of 
mathematics; and Dr. Jennifer Stoffel, assistant 
professor of biology, who attended the Iowa Sci-
ence and Mathematics Teacher Educators  
Summit in August on the Des Moines Area Com-
munity College (DMACC) campus in Ankeny.  The 
summit theme was “Cutting Edge Thinking in 
Mathematics and Science Teacher Preparation.”  
The summit was attended by about 150 Iowa  
college educators.  

Dr. Becky DeGreeff,  assistant 
professor of communications, 
and four of her students, 
presented class research papers 
at the Iowa Communication 
Association annual conference 

in Ankeny.  The research examined various 
aspects of family communication theory. 
Students presented original research conducted 
as a requirement of the Interpersonal Commu-
nication class taught by DeGreeff.  The annual 
ICA conference is attended by professionals in 
the academic and professional fields of com-
munication and the performing arts. 

Dr. Nick Serra,  associate 
professor of English, in his 
persona, is a member of the 
executive board of the  
Scottish-Irish Network 
(SIN).  He attended the 
formal reception for the  
9th annual Irish Studies 
conference hosted jointly 
with the North East [of 
England] Irish Cultural 
Network (NEICN),  
University of Sunderland, 
Sunderland, UK.  The 
reception venue was the 
Stadium of Light, home 
grounds of the Sunderland 
AFC.  
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UIU women’s soccer upset 
#1  seeded warriors 
The Peacocks erased years of frustration 
against the Warriors of Winona State on 
Nov. 2 with just one goal in the 2011 NSIC 
Women’s Soccer Tournament.  Upper Iowa 
had lost their previous 11 soccer matches 
against Winona State, but the Peacocks 
broke the unbeaten streak and posted their 
first victory in the NSIC Tournament against 
Winona State.  Elizabeth Kaluzinski put 
the game-winning goal into the back of the 
net in the 77th minute.  The junior from 
Belvidere, Ill. cut loose a shot from the left 
flank that sailed over the goalie’s head.  

Two Peacocks join exclusive 
1,000 kill-1,000 dig Club

Sara Vance and Nicky Brown became 
UIU’s second and third volleyball players 
to become members of the 1,000 Kill–1,000 
Dig Club this past season.  They join former 
teammate Shea Meyermann as the only 
Peacocks to reach this elite status in Upper 
Iowa’s history.

eleven Peacocks Named 
all-NsIC Performers
Women’s Soccer:  Elizabeth Kaluzinski 
(Third Team) and Kelsey Taldone 
(Honorable Mention)

Volleyball:  Sara Vance (First Team) and 
Skylar Lesan (Honorable Selection)

Football:  Chris Smith and Matt 
Steffensmeier (First Team Offense), Tony 
Leggett (First Team Defense), Jessie 
Hubbard (Second Team Offense), Nick 
Lepperd (Second Team Defense), and Shay 
Gutman and Cole Jaeschke (Honorable 
Mention).

Peacock wrestling ranked #3 
NwCa Preseason Coaches Poll

The National Wrestling Coaches Association 
(NWCA) released its preseason coaches 
poll for both team and individuals, ranking 

the Peacocks third which is the highest 
preseason ranking the team has had in 
its short NCAA Division II history.  Six 
Peacocks are also listed among the top eight 
individuals nationally in each of the ten 
weight classes.
 
          125         #2 Kyle Pedretti
          133         #1 Trevor Franklin
          157         #8 Winston Robbins
          184         #2 Mitch Schultz
          197         #1 Carl Broghammer
          285         #5 Zach Rosol

Two years ago, UIU tied Nebraska-Kearney 
for third place at the NCAA Championships 
in Omaha, Neb.; and last year the team 
brought home their second straight team 
trophy after a fourth place finish at the 
NCAA Championships in Kearney, Neb. 
thanks to National Champion Trevor 
Franklin and four other NCAA All-
Americans. 

 NsIC Players of the week
 

Chris Smith
9/19/11  & 10/31/11
NSIC Football Offensive 
Player of the Week

Sara Vance                          
10/3/11                
NSIC Volleyball Offensive 
Player of the Week

Amanda Smith 
10/10/11 & 10/24/11           
NSIC Women’s Soccer 
Defender of the Week

Zach Rosol  
11/15/11              
NSIC Wrestler of the Week

anderson named Cleveland golf/
srixon all-america scholar
The Golf Coaches Association of America 
(GCAA) announced the 2011 Cleveland 
Golf/Srixon All-America Scholars for Divi-
sions I, II, III and the NAIA.  Peacock senior 
Jon Anderson, a management major, was 
just one of two golfers honored from the 
NSIC.  The GCAA recognized 49 players 
across the nation at the NCAA Division II 
level. 

Peacock athletics 
              

Alumnus Josh McKeon ended his 
season in the Arizona League with 
such good numbers that the Cleveland 
Indians organization promoted him to 
the Class A Short-Season New York-
Penn League.  

McKeon posted a 1-0 record and 
earned one save in 17 appearances  
in the Arizona League.  He threw 27 
innings while only allowing 8 runs, 
three of which were earned, on 15 
hits and 14 walks.  The 2011 NSIC 
strikeout leader continued to get outs 
himself with 30 punchouts while with 
the Arizona, with opponents hitting 
.160 against the right hander.  

In four appearances with the Arizona 
Scrappers, McKeon threw six innings, 
allowing three runs, two of which were 
earned, on five hits while walking one 
and striking out seven batters. 

Alumnus Josh McKeon 
working his way up
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Upper Iowa was ranked 45th among NCAA 
Division II institutions across the country in the 
ninth annual National Collegiate Scouting 
Association (NCSA) Athletic Recruiting 
collegiate power rankings for both athletic and 
academic success and one of only two schools 
in the NSIC ranked within the top 15 percent.  

The 2010-11 NCAA Facts and Figures report 
showed a total of 302 NCAA Division II 
members.  “I often characterize the overall 
athletic program (taken as a whole) at Upper 
Iowa as strong and headed in the right direc-
tion,” said UIU President Alan G. Walker.  
“This important study provides objective and 
compelling empirical evidence in support of 
this claim.” 

Walker continued, “Being nationally ranked in 
the top 15 percent of all NCAA D-II schools in 
this study is just as significant as any single 
 

sport championship, because it reflects a bal-
ance between athletics and academics at Upper 
Iowa.    This emphasis on ‘balance’ is the 
hallmark of NCAA Division II philosophy.  It 
is a philosophy that reflects what intercollegiate 
athletics was meant to be, and it is consistent 
with Upper Iowa’s values, culture, and goals.”

The NCSA Athletic Recruiting power rankings 
assess the academic and athletic standards of 
all NCAA athletic programs across the country. 
The rankings were developed to help prospec-
tive student-athletes and their families evaluate 
the particular strengths of the top colleges and 
universities at the Division I, II, and III levels.
 

UIU Director of Athletics David Miller said, 
“The NCSA rankings confirm and validate 
the hard work and dedication of our student-
athletes, coaches, and staff.  Upper Iowa 
University places an emphasis and value in the 
phrase ‘student-athlete.’  We are fortunate to 

have faculty who believe in our student-athletes 
and invest in their academic pursuits.”

Upper Iowa University remains the only NCAA 
Division II institution in Iowa.  Since the transi-
tion to D-II and becoming a member of the 
Northern Sun Intercollegiate Athletic Confer-
ence (NSIC), Upper Iowa has won six confer-
ence championships in a variety of sports and 
has participated in national postseason competi-
tion. The move to D-II has been a strategic 
success from an athletic and academic perspec-
tive. Upper Iowa has seen incoming GPA/
ACT scores for incoming freshmen increase 
significantly over the last seven years.
 

The average incoming freshman GPA has in-
creased 14 percent from fall 2004 to 2011.  The 
Fall 2011 freshman profile at UIU also shows 
that the average incoming ACT score for fresh-
men has increased by 4.3 percent over this same 
time and exceeds the national average.

UIU one of two NSIC colleges ranked in top 15 percent of NCAA 
D-II institutions for athletic and academic accomplishments

Forty-three Peacocks receive 
d-II ada academic achievement 
awards
Forty-three Peacocks received the Division 
II Athletics Directors Association (DII ADA) 
2010-11 Academic Achievement awards.  The 
award winners represented all 12 of UIU varsity 
athletic programs as follows:  football (10), 
men’s basketball (7), softball (6), baseball (4), 
volleyball (3), women’s tennis (3), men’s soccer 
(2), women’s basketball (2), women’s soccer 
(2), wrestling (2), men’s golf (1), and women’s 
golf (1).  

Ninety-eight institutions sent in nominees for 
the awards and a total of 3,676 student-athletes 
were recognized.  The Great Lakes Valley 
Conference (GLVC) had 434 student-athletes 
honored, a record-high for the program. The 
Northern Sun Intercollegiate Conference 
(NSIC) was second with 381 nominees. 

softball earns NFCa academic 
team and player honors
 

The National Fastpitch Coaches Association 
(NFCA) recognized Upper Iowa softball as 21st 
in the nation in its 2010-11 All-Academic Team 
rankings due to a 3.340 average team GPA.  
The Peacocks are the second-highest ranked 
NSIC team on the list, with only Minnesota 
State University-Mankato finishing higher.

The Peacock softball players named as NFCA 
All-America Scholar Athletes included:

Erin Bennek, Kayla Bergman, Hannah Jones, 
Erica Maisto, Missy Olson, Chelsey Sechrest, 
and Laura Tackenberg.

 

holthaus and Brossard earn NgCa 
all-american scholar recognition
 

The National Golf Coaches Association 
(NGCA) announced the 2011 All-American 
Scholar awards, recognizing two Peacocks 
for their accomplishments on the golf course 
and inside the classroom.  Senior McKenzie 
Holthaus, an athletic training major from 
Onalaska, Wis., and sophomore Katie Brossard, 
an elementary education major from Janesville, 
Wis., were honored and only two of just 11 
golfers from the NSIC to land on the list of 
more than 560 student-athletes from all three 
divisions of NCAA women’s golf.  It marked 
the sixth consecutive season that Upper Iowa 
has had two golfers receive the award.  

Two Peacocks earn Capital one 
academic all-district honors
Seniors Casey Popenfoose and Andrew Youde, 
with the football and men’s soccer programs, 
respectively, have been named to the Capital 
One Academic NCAA D-II All-District Team.  
Popenfoose is listed among the District 3 
honorees, while Youde is listed in the District 7 
student-athletes.

Popenfoose, a physical education major, carries 
a 3.98 GPA and just completed his fourth and 
final season with the UIU football program.  
The Huntley, Ill. native was third on the team in 

tackles this year with 
79, including 45 solo 
stops and 5 tackles for 
loss and two forced 
fumbles.  He is just one 
of eight NSIC football 
student-athletes to 
receive this honor.

Youde, an Exercise 
and Sports Science 
major, has posted a 
3.32 GPA and also 
completed his athletic 
career this fall with the 
men’s soccer program.  
From Cedar Falls, 
Iowa, Youde started 
16 games in goal for 

UIU and played in the midfield in one other 
game.  He logged over 1,400 minutes in the net 
stopping 85 opponent shots while surrendering 
only 15 goals and posting a 9-5 record with 8 
shutouts.

Popenfoose glen galligan award 
winner
Casey Popenfoose was named the 2011 NSIC 
Glen Galligan Award recipient. The award is 
given to a student-athlete who participates at his 
institution for four years and is academically 
superior, while also making a positive contribu-
tion to the institution. The Galligan Award was 
initiated in 1948 to honor an outstanding senior 
football player in the NSIC. Galligan was the 
athletics director at Winona State University 
from 1929-47 and head football coach from 
1927-33 and 1935. 
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“Transforming UIU” Capital Campaign

Constructed in 1857, Alexander-Dickman Hall was the first building on Upper Iowa University’s Fayette campus.  It 
is built of native limestone blocks and back then housed classrooms, administrative offices, the president’s quarters, 
and student rooms.

Upper Iowa University was established in 
1857 as a one-building residential campus in 
the small rural town of Fayette, Iowa.  Today, 
Upper Iowa University serves over 6,800 
students—nationally and internationally—
from its Fayette campus, 17 U.S. educational 
centers, online and independent study 
programs, and international centers in Hong 
Kong, Singapore, and Malaysia.  

“This is an ascending institution, embodying 
the character and virtue of a traditional, 
private liberal arts university,” states 
President Alan G. Walker.  “While providing 
greater access to higher education through 
its extension activities and the use of 
technology.”  Upper Iowa has grown to 
become the largest private/independent 
university in Iowa that also offers master’s 
level degree programs and plays the only 
Division II athletics in the state.

Walker credits annual revenue from a robust 
endowment as contributing to UIU’s growth 
and success, as well as a strong strategic 
vision of a committed Board of Trustees and 

alumni.  For example, Walker acknowledges 
Board member, the late Jerry McCauley, ’61, 
for laying the initial foundation for the 
$75 million in capital improvements currently 
underway by updating the University’s 
facilities master plan for the Fayette campus.

The $75 million capital improvement project 
was just the beginning.  In May 2010, 
Walker announced the University’s first-
ever capital campaign, “Transforming 
UIU.”   The campaign is now underway 
to raise $25 million for continued capital 
improvements, scholarships, endowed 
funds, and special projects across the 
University to continue UIU’s ascension.

Recently, trustee emerita and alumna 
Betty Andres, ‘46, pledged $4 million 
to the “Transforming UIU” capital 
campaign and has volunteered her time 
to serve as a campaign cochair.  Betty 
and her late husband, Bill, '48, have been 
generous contributors throughout the 
years, beginning with a landscaping plan 
to revitalize the Fayette campus back in 

the 90’s to Betty’s munificent contribution 
to the construction of one of the campus’ 
premiere buildings in’05, the Andres School 
of Education. 

Victories Restaurant is just one of the new 
businesses thriving in downtown Fayette 
thanks to Board Chair Bob Firth, ’89, ’00, 
and wife Betty, also a Board member, who 
contributed $500,000 to fund the Upper Iowa 
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A 1940’s marquee located on Main Street in 
downtown Fayette proudly displays the town’s 
name.
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Business Development (UIBD) grant.  This 
grant is intended for the revitalization of 
downtown Fayette.  Victories is owned and 
operated by four UIU alumni.

Additionally, a $7.5 million gift from Steve 
Harms, ’73, and wife Diane, ’73, for a 
new Football Complex was made to the 
“Transforming UIU” capital campaign.  
The Football Complex will begin with the 
renovation of the UIU football field and 
stadium to include an all-weather turf surface, 
field lighting, significantly increased seating 
capacity, a professional grade scoreboard 
with a large-screen video, and a large multi-
use press box.  The complex is expected 
to be completed in time for the start of the 
2012 football 
season and will 
be utilized by 
other athletic 
programs, also.  
The Harms 
have also 
volunteered their 
time to serve 
as campaign 
cochairs for the 
“Transforming 
UIU” capital 
campaign.

The newest buildings on campus include a 
new Liberal Arts academic building, Student 
Center, and two suite-style housing units.  
Future construction is to include the new 
Football Complex, a third suite-style housing 
unit, and a new Science and Math academic 
building.  “It is important to have upgraded 
facilities to continue to attract students to 
UIU’s Fayette campus,” said Walker. 

According to Walker, the “Transforming UIU” 
capital campaign will also provide special 
project funding to allow the University to 
remain agile and help support innovative and 
progressive projects that enhance the living and 
learning environments in all UIU communities.  
“Scholarship availability enterprise-wide 
will help keep an Upper Iowa education 
affordable and accessible,” added Walker.  
“And  provide endowed funds to help reduce 
UIU’s tuition dependence and enhance 
revenue on a consistent and predictable basis 
to further promote our diversified revenue 
model.”  (See the following pages.)

To view the buildings and their specifications 
constructed during the $75 million capital 
improvement project, go to uiu.edu/future.
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“These improved academic 
facilities and more program 
funding will allow UIU to 
attract outstanding faculty 
and staff and help support 
our mission of continually 
improving our academic 
reputation.”

Above is the new Liberal Arts academic 
building that opened Fall 2011 on the Fay-

ette campus.  The black and white photo 
(right) is of the Colgrove-Walker Liberal 

Arts building built in 1956 that was used 
up until Fall 2011.

Above is the new student suite-style 
housing, South Village I, completed 
Fall 2011 versus the old-fashioned 
Garbee Hall dormitories (pictured at 
left) were built in 1964.

Pictured (above) is the new Student Center on the Fayette campus.  For the first time ever, students can 
gather in a common area to eat and socialize that is separate from their living space.  The $16.3 million, 
60,000-square foot facility was dedicated on Friday, Sept. 16, during Homecoming Weekend.
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“Transforming UIU” Capital Campaign news

It was perfect football weather as Upper Iowa 
University took the field to break ground for 
the University’s new stadium complex in 
Fayette on Friday, Oct. 14.

The stadium transformation was made possible 
by a $7.5 million gift to the University from 
UIU alumni Steve and Diane Harms of West 
Des Moines, Iowa.  Both 1973 UIU graduates, 
Steve Harms played football for four years as 
a student, and Diane (Kinkead) Harms was a 
cheerleader for three years.

“Other college presidents tell me with envy that 
UIU ‘sure has the big ‘MO’ (momentum) going 
on,’ and a lot of the credit for that momentum 
goes to Steve and Diane,” said UIU President 
Alan G. Walker. “What we’re doing here 
today is not just about football, but it’s also 
about UIU athletics and the University as a 
whole.  This will be another great venue at the 
University that will attract a variety of different 
events, drawing in visitors from all around 
northeast Iowa.  Through this latest project, the 
ascension of Upper Iowa continues, and I’m 
looking forward to next year’s opening game 
in the new football stadium complex.  None of 
this would be possible without the generosity 
of our alumni, and Steve and Diane are now 

part of the UIU legacy of giving back to their 
university.”

Following a standing ovation, Steve Harms 
spoke for both himself and his wife, Diane, 
stating he was pleased to be able to say, “Yeah, 
we can do that,” when they were first contacted 
by UIU about a possible gift.  “It’s exciting to 

be part of the momentum of this University and 
to see what is coming down the road.  It’s excit-
ing to be part of Dr. Walker’s vision for what 
UIU can become,” Harms said. “I see Upper 
Iowa being in the top tier of the Northern Sun 
Intercollegiate Conference, so we need to have 
top-tier facilities so that we can consistently be 
a top-tier performer. Football is in my family’s 
blood, and we are proud to be Peacocks.  We 
are pleased to be back and part of the UIU com-
munity.  Dr. Walker talks about the ascension of 
this University, and we’re happy to be part of 
the ride.”

Other speakers at the event were UIU Board 
Chair Bob Firth; Wendell Snodgrass, vice 
president of advancement, development and 
alumni relations; and Tom Nesvik, sophomore 
defensive back from West Union, Iowa, who 
each expressed gratitude to the Harms.

Plans for renovation of the UIU football 
field and stadium include an all-weather turf 
surface, which was installed this year, as well 
as field lighting, significantly increased seating 
capacity, a professional grade scoreboard with 
a large-screen video, and a large multi-use 
press box. The stadium is expected to be com-
pleted in time for the start of the 2012 football 
season.

harms give single largest gift ever to Upper Iowa
Pictured are President Alan G. Walker, alumna Diane Harms, '73, alumnus Steve Harms, '73, and UIU Athletic Director David Miller attending the new 
Football Complex groundbreaking ceremony held October 14, the Friday prior to the last football game played in the old Eischeid Stadium.

Photo of Diane (Kinkead) Harms 
and Steve Harms taken from the 
1973 Peacock Yearbook.
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Pictured (clockwise) Ready to break new ground for the new Football Complex (above, from 
left) Vice President Wendell Snodgrass, Board Member Betty Firth, Board Member Bernard 
Pattison, Board Chair Bob Firth, Coach Tom Shea, Athletic Director David Miller, President 
Alan G. Walker, Board Member Steve Harms, Diane Harms, and UIU Defensive Back Tom 
     Nesvik.  In the 1940s, UIU football games were played on the grass quad in the  
         middle of the Fayette campus.  Diane (Kinkead) Harms cheered three years  
            while attending Upper Iowa University.  Steve Harms was a member of the  
             Letter Club for his excellent football skills playing as a Peacock.  Harms  
             wore No. 82 on his jersey as a UIU football player.
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andres pledge $4 million to
“Transforming UIU” 
Upper Iowa University 
(UIU) received a  
$4 million commit-
ment to its “Trans-
forming UIU” capital 
campaign that will 
be used to help fund 
capital projects at 
the University.  The 
pledge is from alumna 
Betty Andres, ’46, 
Bonita Springs, Fla. 
(pictured above), and the William and Betty 
Andres Foundation, Medina, Minn. In all, 
the Andres family has committed $6.34 mil-
lion to UIU since 2004, and the University 
will name its School of Education after the 
Andres family, calling it the “Andres School 
of Education.”

The Andres gift is the first major gift in the 
public phase of the capital campaign. Betty 
Andres is one of the co-chairs of the capital 
campaign. Andres graduated from UIU 
with an education degree and received an 
honorary doctorate from UIU at the 2011 
commencement. A longtime supporter of 
the University, Betty and her late husband, 
Bill, donated the lead gift to build the Andres 
Center for Business and Education, as well 
as provided the funding and leadership to 
completely relandscape the campus.  Betty 
Andres served on the UIU Board of Trustees 
for nearly 20 years and is a trustee emerita.

“We are very grateful to Betty and her family 
for this generous gift to the University, and 
we are pleased to be able to acknowledge 
their generosity in perpetuity through the 
Andres School of Education,” said UIU 
President Alan G. Walker. “Coincidentally, 
our Board of Trustees is presenting a resolu-
tion that honors our School of Education for 
its commitment to excellence that recently 
earned a seven-year reaccreditation from 
the Iowa State Board of Education. It is 
only fitting that a UIU program of such high 
quality should now be named for an alumna 
and a family that are dedicated to enhancing 
education for UIU students, especially those 
pursuing a degree in teacher education.”
 
Walker said the newest commitment from 
Betty Andres and the Foundation will be used 

toward capital additions in Phase 1B of its 
recent capital improvements to the Fayette 
campus. When the public phase of the 
campaign was launched in May, Walker 
noted that the campaign planned to raise 
$18.1 million for capital projects, $3.4 
million for the endowment, $1.6 million for 
special projects, and $1.9 million for the 
UIU annual fund. Included in the scope 
of planned capital improvements are an 
e-center, science/math center, and additional 
residence halls.

According to Wendell Snodgrass, UIU vice 
president for advancement, development 
and alumni relations, the capital campaign 
has been in its silent phase for several years, 
which raised nearly $15 million, beginning 
with gifts that led to construction of the An-
dres Center for Business and Education.

“The Andres family gave us the first gift in 
the silent phase of the campaign, and has 
now given us the first lead gift in the public 
phase of the campaign,” Snodgrass said. 
“Their generosity is once again setting the 
pace for other alumni and friends of the 
University.”

Two departments in the Andres School 
of Education were acknowledged by the 
Upper Iowa University Board of Trustees 
at a special recognition luncheon on 
September 15 and awarded two framed 
resolutions.  One plaque recognized 
the Teacher Education program for its 
seven-year reaccreditation received in 
2010-11.  The second award recognized 
the Athletic Training Education program 
for receiving full accreditation in 2009 
through the academic year 2013-14.  

Board Chairman Bob Firth also  
announced that Emerita Trustee and 
alumna Betty Andres, ’46, and the 
Andres Foundation had committed $4 
milllion to the UIU capital campaign 
to support capital projects.  As a result 
of the Andres’ committment, the name 
of Upper Iowa University’s Division of 
Education would change to the Andres 
School of Education.  Firth added that 
Dr. Gail Moorman Behrens would be 
the new Dean of the Andres School of 
Education.

The UIU Board of Trustees honored the 
Teacher’s Education program and Athletic 
Training program for receiving reaccredi-
tation and full accreditation, respectively, 
by the Higher Learning Commission.  
Pictured with Board Chair Bob Firth is 
Angie Leete, director of athletic training 
education (center), and Dr. Gail  
Moorman Behrens, dean of the Andres 
School of Education.

“Transforming UIU” Capital Campaign news

A photo of Betty (Follett) Andres  
taken from the 1946 Peacock Yearbook.  
The Clermont, Iowa native was a 
member of Activities-Band, Orchestra, 
Pep Band, Choir, Future Teachers, and 
Sigma Nu Sigma President.

UIU education division now  
andres school of education
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Upper Iowa University offers over $125,000 annually in endowed scholarships to its students across the University.  
These are scholarships students must apply for and are awarded based on certain criteria.  The money for these 
scholarships comes from specific donors that are either alumni, friends of the University, or employees.   In some 
cases, specific fundraising is done for the UIU general scholarship fund.  For example, Team Peacock has raised 
over $1 million dollars over the past seven years by riding RAGBRAI for student scholarships. This year, the oppor-
tunity to apply for any UIU scholarship was opened up to students equally across the University.

Alumna Breen Causey, ’10, majored in human 
services at Upper Iowa University’s Milwaukee 
Center.  Causey has been married for eight years 
and has two children, ages one and three.  Cau-
sey said, “After my experience as a traditional 
college student, I decided that an adult acceler-
ated program would be better for me so decided 
to attend Upper Iowa.”  

Causey applied for and was awarded an Aca-
demic Extension endowed scholarship in 2010, 
and said she used the money to pay for books 
and miscellaneous school-related expenses.  “I 
am thankful for the opportunity of receiving the 
scholarship because I was unemployed at the 
time,” she said.  “The money was very helpful.”

While attending the UIU-Milwaukee Center, 
Causey said she met some amazing teachers:  
Mr. Ward, Ms. Dean, Mrs. Wasserman, and Ms. 
Rice.  “It is because of Ms. Dean’s influence that 
I am pursuing a master’s degree in social work,” 
she added.  “One month after graduating from 
Upper Iowa, I started the master’s program at 
Loyola University of Chicago to pursue a career 
in hospital health social work.” 

Causey explained that after graduation she 
was working for Children’s Service Society of 
Wisconsin as an ongoing case manager for child 
welfare but recently resigned to complete a de-
gree requirement of 1,300 internship hours for 
her master’s.  “I am on my way to having a pro-
fessional career in medical social work because 
of the wealth of knowledge that I gained from 

the staff and students at UIU-Milwaukee,” said 
Causey.  “It was helpful to be in an environment 
where the instructors and some of the students 
had so much experience in the human service/
social work field.”

Marie Madigan is a nontraditional student 
currently attending the UIU- Madison Center.  
Marie is majoring in business administration 
and leadership, but has also worked full-time at 
American Girl® for the past nine years.  “After 
high school I did attend classes at several 
Wisconsin community colleges and received 
some credits but did not have the drive to finish 
at that time,” said Madigan.  “Ten years later, 
I decided to go back and chose Upper Iowa 
University.”

Madigan is also a first-generation college stu-
dent and when she earns her bachelor’s degree, 
she will be the only person in her family to do 
so.  “I am very determined to graduate in May 
2012,” Madigan said. “I have been working very 
hard to balance my schooling and full-time 
work load.”  Madigan added that she made 
the Dean’s List for the 2009-10 Fall and Spring 
semesters.  

Last year, Madigan was awarded a UIU Aca-
demic Extension endowed scholarship that she 
used to help cover her school expenses.  Madi-
gan said her career goal is to stay with American 
Girl® and use her bachelor’s degree to work her 
way up into a management position.  “I have re-
ally enjoyed my nine years with American Girl® 
and have gained many great skills while working 
there,” Madigan said.  “But if it doesn’t happen 
at American Girl®, I know I can take my experi-
ence and my degree to look elsewhere.”

Senior Kayla 
Ludwigson is 
majoring in 
psychology and 
human services 
with a minor 
in sociology.  
Ludwigson also 
stays active on 
campus, serving 
as a student 
manager in the 
Office of Student 
Development, a 
member of the 

Psychology Club, a psychology tutor, an English 
as a Second Language (ESL) tutor, vice president 
for Student Government, and as a representative 
for the Student AIDS Committee.  

As a past recipient of numerous endowed schol-
arships at UIU—the Herz Scholarship and the 
Belknap-Baker Family Scholarship—Ludwigson 
plans to apply this year, also.  “If it weren’t for 
this type of financial aid, I would not have been 
able to afford to stay at UIU,” she said.  “I am 
extremely grateful for it, as it definitely helps 
financially so that I have one less thing to worry 
about.”  

Ludwigson said, “I love the ‘homey’ atmosphere 
at UIU.  Everyone is very welcoming and willing 
to help with whatever you need.  My older sister 
went to the University of Wisconsin-Green 
Bay, and when I went to visit her, she gave me 
a tour of the campus.  Everything seemed cold 
and stoic.  My sister said that her professors did 
not know her name because her classes were so 
large, and most of the time, a teacher’s assistant 
would teach the class, which means that her 
professors were generally inaccessible.”

“At UIU, all of my professors know my name 
(even some professors with whom I’ve never 
had a class) and who I am as a person,” Ludwig-
son added.  “It is that connection and personal 
relationships that makes UIU such a special 
place to me.”

alumna Breen Causey, ’10 
UIU-milwaukee Center

student marie madigan 
UIU-madison Center

student kayla ludwigson 
Fayette Campus

        “Transforming UIU” Capital Campaign endowed scholarships
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“Transforming UIU” Capital Campaign annual fund   

As an ascending institution, Upper Iowa University hopes 
to continue to grow well into the future.  A healthy annual 
fund is a vital source of unrestricted financial support 
that will allow us to do just that.  This year, UIU was able 
to open a new facility in West Des Moines, a new Quad 
Cities learning center, and a new educational center in 
Malaysia.  UIU was also able to reopen its Jackson 
Barracks, New Orleans Center that was damaged by 
Hurricane Katrina in 2005.  To offer the best educational 
facilities and equipment across the University in all 
academic disciplines is an expensive undertaking, which 
makes having a strong annual fund imperative.

New Student Center

Night view of the new Liberal Arts Building

New facilities that house the UIU-Des Moines Center

Pictures 
(left) are 
taken from 
the 1972 
Peacock 
Yearbook 
of students 
living and 
socializing  
in the  
Garbee  
Residence 
Halls built  
in the 60’s  
on the  
Fayette  
campus.  
New suite-
style housing 
was ready  
for students 
to move into  
fall 2011.   
The two new 
units were 
part of the 
$75 million  
capital 
improvement 
project on 
the Fayette 
campus.

South Village I, new suite-style student housing New UIU-Malaysia Center was dedicated December 5, 2011
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2012 Alumni CALENDAR 

JANUARY
     Jan 17
     MLK DAY CELEBRATION 
     FAYETTE CAMPUS 
     Jan 19
     SCOTTSDALE, AZ
     ALUMNI RECEPTION
     (Board Meeting 18-12)
     Jan 22
     WRESTLING ALUMNI EVENT
     FAYETTE CAMPUS

FEBRUARY
     Black History Month (BHM)
     Feb 29
     LEGISLATIVE RECEPTION
     DES MOINES
     
MARCH
     Women’s History Month (WHM) 
     Mar 17
     UIU NIGHT AT WATERLOO
     BLACKHAWKS ARENA (7 p.m.)
     Mar 21
     WHM SPEAKER
     FAYETTE CAMPUS
     Mar 22
     QUAD CITIES CENTER
     GRAND OPENING 
     TBA ALUMNI RECEPTION
     Mar 31
     SCHOLARSHIPS & AWARDS
     BANQUET, FAYETTE CAMPUS

APRIL
     Apr 19
     NATIONAL HARBOR, MD
     ALUMNI RECEPTION 
     (Board Meeting 18-20)
     Apr 28
     LEGENDS DINNER
     FAYETTE CAMPUS

MAY
     May 5
     GRADUATION
     FAYETTE CAMPUS

JUNE
     June 4-12
     GRAND CANYON RAFT TRIP
     (Colorado River)
     TBD
     CEDAR RAPIDS KERNELS
     BASEBALL GAME
     TBD
     SUMMER GOLF TOURNAMENT

JULY
     July 7-14
     ALASKAN ALUMNI CRUISE
     July 22-28
     TEAM PEACOCK RIDES
     RAGBRAI

AUGUST
     Aug 9-19
     UIU BOOTH AT THE 
     IOWA STATE FAIR

SEPTEMBER
     Sept 8
     NEW FOOTBALL COMPLEX 
     RIBBON CUTTING 
     (At Opening Home Game)

OCTOBER
     Oct 12-14
     HOMECOMING WEEKEND

NOVEMBER
     Nov 11
     VETERANS DAY

UIU ALASKAN  
EXPLORER CRUISE
July 7–14, 2012     (8 Days)

This is your chance to observe whales, 
seals, and sea lions while discovering some 
of Alaska’s famous coastal landmarks.  Get 
up close to the soaring walls of ice in  
Glacier Bay National Park.  Visit Ketchikan, 
a city on stilts.  Explore Juneau, the state 
capital, accessible by either air or sea, as 
well as Sitka with its Russian heritage.  
Your final stop will be in Victoria, British 
Columbia, regarded as Canada’s “gentlest 
City.”

You sail from and return to Seattle on 
board the ms Westerdam, one of the 
luxurious ships of Holland America 
Line®.  Enjoy the delicious cuisine, the 
comfortable accommodations, the variety 
of optional shore excursions in each port, 
and the entertainment and activities aboard 
ship.

Price per person (based on double occupancy)
Interior Cabin – Category J             $1,489.00
Ocean View Cabin – Category D    $1,849.00
Verandah Cabin – Category VC      $2,289.00

• Cabin categories and current prices cannot 
be guaranteed until reservations are made  

• All reservations made through Tri-State 
Travel

• Prices listed include the cruise, all taxes, 
fees, and airport/ship transfers in Seattle

• Prices do not include roundtrip air fare,  
on-board gratuities, shore excursions,  
airport luggage fees or travel insurance

• Travel insurance is available through  
Tri-State Travel 

• Insurance premiums are non-refundable
• A valid U.S. passport is required 

CrUIse wITh  

UIU To alaska!

Tri-State Travel—% Cindy Laity

800-779-4869 
claity@tristatetravel.com
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UIU Faculty Internationalization

Through its vision statement 
and strategic plan, Upper Iowa 
University is firmly committed 
to a global approach to higher 
education and development 
of “global citizenship” across 
the UIU community.  UIU 
believes experiencing diverse 
cultures firsthand is the ideal 
way to appreciate diversity 
and increase awareness of the 
multi-faceted world we share.

UIU also believes in investing 
in its faculty, therefore, offers 
several funding programs to 
encourage full-time faculty 
members to study, lecture, 
present, and teach inter-
nationally.  The grants  
support faculty travel, lodging, 
and expenses associated with 
international teaching and 
research.  

The Summer Faculty Scholarship 
Stipend is one option.  Faculty 
apply and awards are decided 
by the Faculty Personnel 
Committee.

The Faculty Internationalization 
Grant (FIG) is another and 
available annually to both 
individual faculty members and 
as a group experience.  The 
group grant allows up to eight 
full-time faculty members to 
travel together to an inter-
national destination where they 
can conduct collaborative or 
independent research.

As a result, UIU faculty 
are able to bring a variety 
of diverse resources and 
experiences into their 
classrooms to help students 
grow into global citizens.  To 
help increase the impact of FIG 
initiatives, faculty members 
are expected to conduct an 
open-forum seminar for the 
UIU community upon returning 
to their home country. 
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Dr. Don McComb, professor of graphic 
design, traveled to China for three weeks in 
July 2011 on a Summer Faculty Scholarship 
Stipend.  The purpose of the trip was to 
research, explore, and capture a visual 
record of the historical influences of 
globalization, diversity, and culture at sites 
along the ancient Silk Road and at other 
locations with long histories of international 
trade.  McComb visited Macao, Xi´an, 
Dunhuang, Beijing, and Hong Kong where 
he collected photos, videos, and information 
that he used as teaching tools to globalize 
the curriculum in the liberal arts.

“I used the images and videos I captured 
as content for student assignments in my 
graphic design classes,” said McComb.  
“My students developed web pages and 
presentations that can be used to educate 
audiences within the University and 
the community beyond about global 
diversity and to stimulate interest in 
international travel and exchanges.”   The 
resources could also be used in art history, 
comparative religion, world civilization, 
and intercultural communication courses 
to expand UIU’s global mission, added 
McComb.

During fall semester, McComb’s multi-
media students researched and designed 
interactive websites on cultural heritage 
in China.  Digital illustration students 
designed maps that highlighted sites on 
McComb’s itinerary, and students in 
publication design created prototype China 
Travel magazines that included photographs 
and six articles (in English) about Chinese 
history and culture.  Students also designed 

a prototype Peking Opera magazine that 
included photographs and a single article 
(in Chinese) about the history of Peking 
opera.

China: Rich Global Heritage, featuring 
student work from the publication design 
class was displayed during November and 
December in the exhibition space in the 
new Student Center.

McComb’s trip arose at the invitation of 
Dr. Kam-yiu S. Pang, a Hong Kong native 
who teaches linguistics at the University of 
Macau.  Pang visited Fayette and conducted 
a research project with UIU students in 
October 2008.  McComb and Pang first 
met 34 years ago as international students 
studying in Japan.  

“This trip represents one of the many 
lifetime benefits of international educational 
experiences and could help lay potential 
groundwork for others who might plan 
faculty internationalization trips to Asia,” 
McComb said.

Video clips from Dr. McComb’s public 
lecture on his trip to China are posted on the 
University’s website at:
uiu.edu/ocm/videogallery.php 
youtube.com/

Article and photos submitted by  
Dr. Don McComb

China through UIU professor’s lens
Numerous high-rise casinos built on reclaimed land near the Pacific Ocean earn Macau the distinction of “The Gambling Capital of Asia” and produce annual gaming 
revenues greater than those of the Las Vegas Strip.

The middle section of the Great Wall at Mutianyu is one of 
three intact sections of the wall open to visitors about an 
hour north of Beijing. Contrary to popular myth, the Great 
Wall is not visible from outer space.

The Forbidden City, the world’s largest palace complex, 
was home to China’s ruling families for more than 500 
years. The bronze sculpture of a female lion extends her 
left paw to play with a baby lion—symbolizing the fertility 
of the royal family.
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The Faculty International Grant (FIG) sent 
five UIU instructors to Belize to specifically 
research his or her area of expertise.   
Dr. Aaron Haines, assistant professor of 
vertebrate biology and group leader, covered 
tropical zoology.  Barbara Ehlers, assistant 
professor of education, researched educational 
opportunities in Belize.  Redmond Humphrey, 
assistant professor of management, explored 
the business of ecotourism.  Dr. Adrianne  
Finlay, assistant professor of English, 
constructed an essay on fear (an excerpt is 
featured at the end of this article); and John 
Siblik, associate professor of art, delved into 
Mayan culture and art.  The following are 
taken from reports these five faculty members 
submitted on their individual experiences.

Haines’ main teaching focus is on conser-
vation and wildlife courses, representing a 
wide range of disciplines within the biological 
sciences field.  Haines has conducted research 
on a wide variety of wildlife species through-
out North America—from the Shenandoah 
Mountains of West Virginia, the coastal barrier 
Islands of Maryland and Virginia, the Wild 
Horse Desert and thorn-scrub forests of Texas 
and Mexico, the Clearwater Mountains of Ida-
ho, to the tall-grass prairie of Iowa.  “I believe 
my different field experiences are what have 
helped me to more effectively communicate 
the content of the courses I teach,” explained 
Haines.   

However, Haines stated he felt a large missing 
piece of his field experience has been the 
tropics, which he could find in Belize.  “In 
order to protect the biological diversity of 
our planet, numerous ecology, ornithology, 
zoology, and conservation texts emphasize the 
importance of maintaining the coral reef and 
tropical rainforest ecosystems,” said Haines. 

 “Why and how these ecosystems are impor-
tant to the animals that live in them, to human 
culture, and the stability of the planetary bio-
sphere is discussed in a number of my courses.  
Therefore, my major goal was to personally 
experience the tropical rainforest and coral 
reef ecosystems and witness the structure, 
complexity, and diversity within these areas.”   
Upon his return, Haines wanted to be able to 

deliver firsthand accounts of how animals in 
these ecosystems survive and to potentially 
develop a general tropical ecology course with 
what he learned. 

Haines said while he was in Belize, he tried to 
document all the diverse wildlife he encoun-
tered in the rainforest and coral reef; explored 
the ecological role that each of these wild 
animals plays within these ecosystems; took 
notes of the various human activities that 
could impact these ecosystems; and discussed 
educational opportunities for students with lo-
cal field/naturalist guides and researchers.

Ehlers’ goals included learning about the 
local culture, local schools and educational 
practices, natural disasters, environmental 
issues, and diversity of the flora and fauna of 
the country. “I was pretty excited about our 
visit to Blue Creek Elementary, a local Mayan 
school,” she said.  “After spending the past 
thirty-some years in an elementary school, I 
just felt at home.”

Ehlers said the outside of the school was 
foreign—one-story blue stucco buildings with 
windows and doors wide open.  She found the 
inside of the buildings and items on the walls 
as similar to any elementary school in the U.S.  
Ehlers explained, “There were stories dictated 
by the students and handwritten by the teacher 

simply Un-Belize-able, FIg group research

A beautiful coral photographed by John Siblik while 
scuba diving offshore during the FIG faculty group 
research trip to Belize this summer.

UIU Faculty Internationalization

Faculty who participated in the UIU FIG 
group research to Belize are standing 
in front of Blue Creek.  Pictured (front 
row, left to right):  Adrianne Finlay and 
Barb Ehlers.  Back row (l-r): Don Ehlers, 
Redmond Humphrey, John Siblik, and 
Aaron Haines.
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in the preschool room. There were posters 
of authors just like I had in my elementary 
library.”  Ehlers said what was missing were 
resources, as explained by the young principal 
and his colleagues. There were few books, 
but then they are hard to keep because of the 
high humidity and prevalence of insects and 
rodents.

The most common problem the school system 
faces is attendance, especially with the older 
students. Preschool through sixth grade is free, 
but schooling beyond that is either paid by the 
parents or the students must earn scholarships.  
For the most part, the students wore uniforms 
and sat at crude benches and desks, often 
sharing them with another student.

Ehlers also visited St. John’s College in Belize 
and talked to two education professors.  St. 
John’s is the only teacher prep institution in 
the country, and their coursework is similar to 
UIU’s, except there are no general education 
courses and only offers a two-year degree.   
Classes are offered in the evening to accom-
modate those already working and because 
students can teach with a high school diploma, 
many already have jobs. 

“I commented on the absence of children’s 
literature in the curriculum,” said Ehlers.  
“One of the professors admitted that reading 
is not a high priority in Belize, something he 
wishes would change. We discussed vari-
ous ways to network and do exchanges with 
students, as well as professors.”  

Ehlers suggested an exchange program, where 
a St. John’s professor come to UIU and teach 
interim  and then return to Belize with the UIU 
professor to teach the same course together in 
Belize.   “We also discussed student exchanges 
and the challenges that we might face,” said 
Ehlers.  “We had lengthy discussions about 
how to teach and our methodology was quite 
similar.”  Ehlers said their immediate plan is 
to do some electronic networking in the near 
future. 

Humphrey said his goal was to expand his 
knowledge of the Belizean tourism indus-
try.   “As an instructor of management, I have 
analyzed many industries over the years and 

adding tourism to the list is a definite plus,” he 
said.  “Assessing an industry leads to greater 
understanding of its structure and the forces 
shaping its attractiveness and future direction 
in terms of the sustainability and profitability.”

While in Belize, Humphrey observed, 
interviewed, discussed, and engaged people 
directly involved in its tourism industry.  He 
then augmented his findings with data ob-
tained from secondary sources such as: World 
Tourism Organization, Belize Tourism Board, 
Caribbean Tourism Organization, Boletin de 
Estadisticas Turisticas de Centro America, etc.

“My three main goals were to determine the 
economic contribution of various segments of 
the tourism industry to the Belizean economy; 
what economic contribution the tourism 
industry had on its GDP; and to identify 
the ecological risks brought on by vari-
ous socioeconomic and cultural practices 
and their impact on the sustainable use of the 
natural resources,” explained Humphrey.

Humphrey said his research, however, led to 
new areas of interests, such as the optimum  

use of Belize’s fragile ecosystem and the im-
pact of global warming on Belize’s ecosystem 
and economy.  He said research shows the 
global growth rate of tourist arrivals between 

2000 and 2010 was 3.4 percent, but the growth 
rate in emerging economies, and in particular, 
Central America, surpassed global growth. 
Starting with developing a global perspective 
of tourism is consistent with our classroom 
teaching in that we are interested in the unit of 
study of relative performance to some broader 
measure of performance such as growth or 
market share.  Humphrey stated, “As a UIU 
graduate, students of business must be able to 
demonstrate that they have acquired the skills 
necessary to perform an industry or business 
segment analysis.”  

Siblik was excited to expand his knowledge 
of Mayan art and culture.  However, one of 
his last Belizean excursions to Lubaantun, a 
ruined Mayan city, left him with some things 
to ponder.  Siblik said prior to exploring the 
archeology site, the group entered a small 
interpretive center that had cases of ceramic 
vessels, eccentric obsidians, and what the site 
is known for—mold-made effigy whistles.  
“In fact, the docent there, a local man, actually 
played a 1,200-year-old whistle for us which 
we were allowed to handle, although none of 
us played,” stated Siblik.  “The docent at the 

UIU Professor Barb Ehlers photographed a group 
of preschool children at Blue Creek Elementary 
School in Belize. 

“The experience of visiting St John’s Cathedral was totally unexpected,” said Redmond Humphrey.  
“I had no idea that I would come to Belize and learn part of my own history.  Four indigenous chiefs 
from the Caribbean Coast of Nicaragua were crowned in St John’s Cathedral between 1815 and 1845.”  
Humphrey is a native Nicaraguan.  Photo by Redmond Humphrey.

“The experience of visiting St John’s Cathedral was 
totally unexpected,” said Humphrey.  “I had no idea 
that I would come to Belize and learn part of my own 
history.”  



22     uiu.edu     Winter 2011-12

center also made replicas of the whistles.” The 
breath of the whistler is believed to be the es-
sence of spirit or soul of the individual.

The Lubaantun structures relied exclusively on 
ashlar masonry; no mortar, just exactingly cut 
stone—sandstone instead of the more common 
limestone—fit and placed together. “Upon 
entering the archeology site, I was taken by 
the space between the structures,” said Siblik.  
“Although, in retrospect the site left me a little 
sad and somewhat haunted.”  Siblik was refer-
ring to the tale of archeologist Eric Thompson, 
who explored the site in the 20’s. Thompson 
had a difficult time finding men to clear the 
site because they would not stay near the site 
after dark, which still today has an ancient 
smell of damp decay.

“As interesting as the ancient ruins are, I am 
finding them less romantic,” said Siblik.  He 
explained that the Mayans were a mighty 
civilization based on the monopolizing of 
resources, creating markets for various goods, 
a structure of class and status for maintaining 
order within the culture, and war was waged as 
a demonstration of authority. 

Siblik noted that the ancient Mayans did not 
maintain the health of the soil, contributed to 
the change in the microclimate, and disrupted 
the rain forest ecosystem by clearing too many 
trees. An unsustainable population increase 
many times goes along with a prosperous 
civilization and puts a strain on the environ-
ment and contributes to the severity of natural 
cycles of drought that occurred back then.  
These factors bred mistrust of the system that 
had developed over 2,500 years.  “Today, 
eco-tourism is considered a way of preserving 
a place and culture and increase understand-
ing between peoples,” Siblik said.  “Or is 
it?”  He noticed tourism in Belize works on a 
trickle down model.  An entrepreneur sets up 
a company or tour system; they reap the main 
portion of the profits; and the local population 
gets low-wage jobs and perhaps can sell a few 
hand-crafted objects. 

out of Fear
by Dr. Adrianne Finlay

As a child I went 
through a slightly 

compulsive phase where I walked around with 
my hands clenched into fists. I had a fear of 
spiders, and my twelve-year-old mind had cre-
ated a visceral connection between my fingers 
and the creeping, thickly hinged legs of the 
spider. To see either my fingers or the spider’s 
legs move, the way each appendage seemed 
to act independently of the others, the way 
there were just too many of them, disturbed 
me.  At a certain point, however, I took a step 
back from these thoughts. The more rational 
side of me acknowledged those clenched fists 
as an indulgence of fear.  And spiders, it turns 
out, are everywhere.  By some estimates they 
inhabit this world in larger numbers than hu-
mans. To live in fear of running across a spider 
is untenable. Plus, I worried I perhaps looked 
too aggressive, walking around as if ready, at 
any moment, for a fight. Still, to this day, I can 
manage to vaguely creep myself out by wag-
gling my fingers and thinking about spiders.  

So when our guide in Belize, Peter, came 
down from his cabin on our last morning at 
Blue Creek lodge with a large, hairy, black fe-
male tarantula, her legs clinging to an unsteady 
twig held precariously in his fingers, my first 
reaction was to back away.  He’d woken up 
to find the spider perched on the wall next 
to his head. Our cabins at Blue Creek were 
simple—wooden boards, tilting slats in the 
windows, thick metal screens that, until the 
moment Peter came down with the tarantula, I 
felt had been doing a fairly good job of keep-
ing out the rainforest.  This still hadn’t stopped 
me from practically mummifying myself in a 
sheet every night despite the 100 degree heat.  
But, by the last day, I had stopped peeking in 
my hiking boots with a flashlight to make sure 
there were no snakes or large spiders who had 
decided my boot made a nice nook to sleep in.  

Peter looked positively gleeful holding this 
fat, gangly creature out to me.  He had grown 
up in an area nearby, had no formal educa-
tion, but was more knowledgeable about his 
environment than anyone I have ever known.  
He could name every bird we saw, or even any 
bird we heard, every fish or lizard.  We tested 
him by pointing to as many plants as we could, 
challenging him to name them, and he not only 
produced a name but told us whether it was 
edible, poisonous, or if it had a medicinal use. 

Lubaantun 
is unique, 
as are the 
Mayan 
structures in 
the south, 
in that 
they relied 
exclusively 
on ashlar 
masonry; no 
mortar, just 
exactingly 
cut stone fit 
and placed 
together.  

Pictured (above) is the docent at the Lubaantun 
interpretive center, who actually played a 1,200-year-
old Mayan whistle and also made replicas.  Below are 
children of Blue Creek.  Photos by John Siblik.
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He knew how to get rid of the flesh-burrowing 
bot fly (a process that involves duct tape, 
alcohol, and tobacco leaves), as he himself 
had been host to no fewer than fifty-eight. 
He could speak the Belizean Kriol, Mayan 
dialects, Spanish, and perfect English.  And it 
gave him true joy to show us as much of his 
native country as we could possibly experi-
ence.   I was impressed when he mentioned 
that he acted as guide to the perky host of a 
popular show on the Travel Channel—he can 
even be seen in a clip from her Belize episode, 
his head popping up next to hers as they ride 
rubber tubes down the Cave Branch River.  
He told us, however, that on her trip to Belize 
she saved her perkiness for the cameras, and 
otherwise retreated unfailingly to her air-
conditioned trailer between every take.  No 
tarantulas for her. 
 
Peter placed the spider down on one of our 
white plastic picnic chairs, and as each person 
emerged for breakfast they were greeted with 
our new companion. In addition to being 
bigger, the female tarantula is more aggres-
sive than the male, and this one was a fighter. 
When Peter tried to pick her up again, she 
reared on her hind legs. He pressed her body 
into the chair to get a grip on her and you 
could hear fangs tapping on the seat of the 
chair.  Had there been an air-conditioned 
trailer, I probably would have fled to it, but 
instead I made myself get as close as I could. 
I had my camera ready.  I knew my family, 
well aware of my fear, would be impressed at 
how close I had gotten to this thing.  It was for 
the best that we had just spent our last night in 
the rainforest.  I’m not sure how well I would 
have slept, knowing what I could possibly 
wake up to. The spider, riled up and hissing, 
finally had enough and scurried away from 
Peter, down the leg of the chair, and slipped 
between the porch floor boards, disappearing.  
We were left to consider that she was now one 
among countless large and poisonous spiders 
hidden among us.

Finlay’s essay “Out of Fear,” which is an 
account of her experience on the FIG group 
travel to Belize, has been accepted for 
publication by New Linear Perspectives, a 
literary arts and culture journal published out 
of Scotland that emphasizes exploration of the 
arts, literature, culture, the natural world, and 
the environment.

The Haitian government 
now says more than 
316,000 people died 
when the 7.0 magnitude 
earthquake struck 
on January 12, 2010.  
Additionally, over 1.5 
million people were left 
homeless in a country 
with a population of less 
than 10 million.

Two Upper Iowa 
University professors 
accompanied nine UIU 
students on a second 
service-learning trip 
to Haiti in as many 
years.  Upon their return, 
Dr. Eric Eller, associate 
professor of international 
business, and Dr. Katrina 
McNeely Farren-Eller, 
assistant professor of 
English, compiled photos 
and essays written by the 
UIU students about their 
experiences in Haiti.  All proceeds of this 
self-published book, To Haiti with Love, are 
going to support children in the Partners 
in Development (PID) Child Sponsorship 
program.

On this year’s trip, the Upper Iowa group 
did the usual manual labor—hauling 
cement, making bricks, and digging a foun-
dation—but this year a total of five Haitian 
children in need were also sponsored  by 
some of the participants.  For $25 a month, 
the PID program provides nutritional sup-
plements to malnourished children not yet 
in school; pays for school tuition for those 
ready for school, which includes food, shoes, 
and school supplies; and provides tuition to 
send a high school graduate to college or a 
vocational school. 

“Although $25 a month might seem meager 
to some, the commitment to sponsor a child 
through PID is no small thing,” said Eller.   
“We hope that those who purchase the book 
are encouraged to do their own bit of work, 
no matter what that might be, to make a dif-
ference in the world.”
   
The Collegian, UIU’s student newspaper, 
sponsors Venia, a Haitian child who was one 
and a half years old when the earthquake 
struck.  Venia was buried under the rubble 
for three days but managed to survive.   To 
many in Haiti, Venia is a miracle child and a 
symbol of hope and possibility.  

The Ellers are also sponsoring a young girl, 

Ania, 
who still lives in 
a tent city since her family lost their 
home in the earthquake.  “The $25 a month 
doesn’t stop when one’s experience of Haiti 
has faded into memory, or when life brings 
a series of unexpected expenses,” added 
Farren-Eller.  “Those sponsoring a child 
commit to supporting that child all the way 
to adulthood, and that child depends on the 
sponsorship for survival.  No small matter, 
indeed.”

Farren-Eller also biked 800 miles around 
Lake Michigan this past July as a fundraiser 
to underwrite the Haiti trip for two Upper 
Iowa students, Gina Hoffman and Britney 
Quaale, Kenyon, Minn., who write for The 
Collegian.  Sponsors pledged per mile or 
gave a straight donation. 

PID is a non-profit organization that has 
had a presence in Haiti for over 20 years 
and follows a four-pronged strategy to 
improve the life of ordinary Haitians via 
child sponsorships, small business loans, a 
medical clinic, and housing construction.  
For more information about PID, go to 
pidonline.org.

Haiti trip inspires book

Pictured in the group photo (above) are (Back row from left):  
Gina Hoffman, Kristen Day, Kevin Firth, Michelle Zarbo (PID), 
Gale Hull (PID)  2nd Row from left: Daniel Beasley, Summer 
Zwanziger Elsinger, Amanda Everhart, Katrina (Neely) Farren-
Eller, Danielle Ann Oldenburg, Britney Quaale, Valerie Vaage.  
Eric Eller is kneeling.
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UIU-hong kong graduation - december 2011

Led by UIU President Dr. Alan G. Walker, a team of administrators, faculty members, and the student government president represented the 
University on the Asia trip that included two commencement ceremonies for UIU graduates.  President Walker congratulated the graduates 
saying, “This marks a new beginning of your life, a new chapter in what would shape your future. You can be what you want to be, but only 
if you put your mind to it.”  In Hong Kong, there were 69 graduates, including six who received masters of business administration degrees.  
In Malaysia, 119 students received degrees, with 31 of them graduating with honors.  Keynote speaker for the UIU commencements in Asia 
was Dr. Artis Hampshire-Cowan, senior vice president and secretary at Howard University, Washington, D.C. 

Go to flickr.com/photos/upperiowauniversity for more photos.
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UIU-hong kong graduation - december 2011 UIU-malaysia graduation - december 2011
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Upper Iowa Airways     circa 1941     SS 29B

Where in the world will we 
find The Bridge next? Take 
The Bridge with you on your 
travels and send us a photo 
of you with your Bridge by 
a distinguishing sign or 
landmark. Your photos 
will appear in upcoming 
editions in the Class 
Notes section.

Take us  
with you!

Email high-resolution photos to alumni@uiu.edu or 
mail original photos to:  

Upper Iowa University Alumni Center  
% The Bridge  
P.O. Box 1857 
Fayette, IA 52142

This is a second in a series of stories about the experiences of alumnus Foster Cass, ’41, while attending Upper Iowa 
University.  He has written many short stories to leave his progenies.  The first story appeared in the September issue of 
FeatherNotes, which can be found at uiu.edu/alumni/FeatherNotes.  Future subjects Foster will write on include:  The 
Broom Factory, the LPA and Cooperative Living, the Dickman Alumni House, Robertsons Woods and the LPA, and 
Warning: Possible Attack on the Campus.

It was obvious in 1940 that the United 
States was becoming involved with the war 
in Europe. There would be a great need for 

trained pilots.  The Federal Government had what was known as the 
(CPT) program.  In February 1941, a CPT program was started at UIU.  
Students needed to complete 40 hours of ground training and 33 hours 
of flight training to obtain a pilot license.  Dr. Raymond Deming and Dr. 
Clarence Black conducted our classroom work; instruction was in Civil 
Air Regulations for Pilots, Meteorology for Pilots, Practical Air Naviga-
tion, and Civil Pilot Training. 

Flight training was from a hay field four 
miles south and one mile east of the 
Fayette campus. Temporary hangers 
were constructed on the north side of 
a hay field on the Isaac Paul farm. 
This field was named “Upper Iowa 
Air Ways.” The flight instructor 
was Lieutenant Peter Klimik, a 
Naval reserve officer, and his 
assistant’s name was Willard.  

The planes were an Aeronca 
Chief with a 65 hp Lycoming 
engine and a Taylorcraft with a 
50 hp Lycoming engine. Each 
student received training on both of these planes.  

The names of the 10 students who received their wings in this training 
were Robert Allyn, Joe Brady, James Buell, Bruce Carter, Foster Cass, 
Lowell Corkery, Connie Hennager, David Holmes, Dale Schermerhorn, 
and Gayle Smith   (Gene Johnson, Stanley Muckler, and Russell Fetzer 
must have had to drop out of the program.) 

After receiving my license, I was able to scrape up $2.50 on several 
occasions which would provide me with 30 minutes flying time on 
the Chief.  I have two receipts for such flights.  They are signed 
by Willard, the assistant flight trainer.  Printed at the heading of these 
receipts is UPPER IOWA AIRWAYS. 

One receipt is dated July 2, 1941 and the other Sept. 19, 1941.  I am 
sure the UIU airfield was still in operation as of September 19, 1941.  
However, it may be that the 1941 group of ten were the only pilots to  
receive CPT training at Upper Iowa University.  I suspect that Pete 
Klimek may have been called to active duty after the Pearl Harbor at-
tack and the program was closed down.  I went on active duty with the 
Navy and was not able to keep up on news from Upper Iowa during 

my war years at sea.   December 7, 1941 was a day that changed a lot of 
things for all of us back then.  

One final note, in searching my old 
records I found these related items:  
my Student Pilot rating book; cross 
country flight map (Fayette to Cedar 
Rapids to Waterloo to Fayette); my 
Airman Certificate #73367-41; my 
Land One rating certificate, and my 
Department of Commerce Airman 
Identification Card.          

Foster served as grand marshal in 
the 2011 UIU Homecoming parade 
and was honored at the Alumni 
Banquet, receiving the Service to the 
University award.  Several years ago, Foster came back home to speak 
at the annual UIU Veterans Day program held on the Fayette campus.  
Foster has established a UIU scholarship in honor of his parents, Rev. 
Frank W. Cass and Carrie Jackley Cass, and family members who are 
UIU alumni:  Edward J. Cass, ’38; Marjorie Swales Cass, ’39; and 
Betty Cass Hersey ,’43.  The Cass family was the University’s neighbor 
for many years, and there is a plaque commemorating the location on 
Union Street in Fayette.  Foster graduated with an education degree, 
and had a distinguished career in public education in Iowa and Cali-
fornia subsequent to joining the Air Force during World War II.
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operating the Old Mill Floral in West Union for many years. 
They are actively involved in the community and in their spare 
time enjoy reading, fishing, antiquing, cooking, baking, and 
gardening.

John Tierney, ’60, Homewood, IL, was elected to the 
Illinois Basketball Coaches Association (IBCA) Hall of  Fame 
in April 2011. The induction ceremony took place at the 
39th Annual Hall of  Fame induction dinner at Illinois State 
University in Normal, IL. Tierney retired from teaching and 
coaching in 1999.   

Dennis, ’61, and Judy 
(Maxson) Brumm, ’68, 
Britt, IA, celebrated their 50th 
wedding anniversary in July 
2011 with a family trip to Lake 
Okoboji, IA. Dennis and Judy 
met on the UIU campus were 
Dennis played football for the 
Peacocks. They were married 
August 19, 1961, and are now 
both retired teachers in the Britt School District. The couple 
have three daughters and five grandchildren.

Kip Knight, ’62, Kennett Square, PA, and his wife, 
Eileen, proudly displayed The Bridge during their visit to the 
famous Machu Picchu in Peru. Now retired, Kip formerly taught 
in Cottage Grove, OR, the University of  Miami (FL), University 
of  Delaware, and the American University of  Beirut (Lebanon), 
as well as a special gifted program in Pennsylvania. 

John Eveland, ’63, Waterloo, IA, was inducted into 
the East High School (Waterloo) Hall of  Fame during its 
Homecoming football game on Sept. 16. Nominations were 
sought for alumni who have made a significant impact since 
graduating.  After graduating from UIU, Eveland started his 
career at Illinois Central Railroad, then purchased the family-
owned National Cigar Store and has operated several other 
convenience stores, businesses and farms. Eveland is active in 
Jaycees, Elks, Eagles, Muscular Dystrophy Association, United 
Way, American Cancer Society, University of  Northern Iowa 
Athletic Club, and the UNI membership drive. He and his wife, 
Dianne, have three children and seven grandchildren. 

Patrick Nefzger, ’63, Iowa City, IA (pictured on left) 
reached the pinnacle of  his singing career by being invited 
to sing at Carnegie Hall in New York City.  On March 19, 2011, 
he was a member of  Orchestra Iowa’s production of  Verdi’s 
“Requiem,” conducted by Maestro Tim Hankewich (pictured 

with Nefzger). The event received the best reviews in 40 years. 
Nefzger also completed the 120th slide show of  his travels, 
with no repeats, at the Iowa City Senior Center. 

Bob Zenner, 
’66, Oak 
Park, IL, and 
his wife, Carol, 
traveled to Italy 
in September, 
spending seven 
days in Soriano, 
home of  the 
Orsini Castle 
(pictured in the 
background), 
and three days 
touring Rome. 
The Orsini 
Castle, built during the 13th century, was the summer home of  
Pope Nicholas III, and after his death it became a prison and is 
now a tourist attraction. 

Edith Meyer, ’68, Maynard, IA, and her husband, 
Merle, were chosen as the 2011 Maynard Days parade 
grand marshals and were honored guests for the weekend 
festivities held June 24-25.  Edith taught school at West 
Central in Maynard for 22 years, retiring in 1990. The Meyers 
shared their time among many organizations and activities, 
including a love for high school sports, square dancing, bridge 
and pinochle. They square danced together for 28 years, 
traveling to state and national square dancing conventions. 
They have five children, eight grandchildren, and nine great 
grandchildren. 

J. Richard “Rich” Lawrence, ’69 & ’72, Commerce, 
TX, and his wife, Joan, spent the summer living in a cabin in 
Sheridan, Wyoming. 

Dr. Stephen D. Regan, ’69, Cedar Rapids, IA, had an 
article, “Frank Jack Fletcher meets the Margaret,” published 
in Naval History, a professional journal of  the U.S. Naval 
Institute. Regan is the biographer of  Admiral Fletcher. He also 
wrote several sections of  “Re-fighting World War II in the 
Pacific” edited by Jim Bresnahan and published by the Naval 
Institute Press. Regan, a naval historian, specializes in the 
Pacific War and is currently researching the Corpsmen of  the 
3rd Marine Division in 
World War II.

Roxy (Rhodes) 
Rissell, attended 
’69, Waukegan, IL, is 
pictured with The Bridge 
at Catalina State Park in 
Tucson, AZ, during a family 
vacation in Feb. 2011.  
Roxy is the wife of  Rob 
Rissell, ’70.

Delores Stibal, ’69, 
Cedar Falls, IA, has 
started an arts and crafts 
shop called “Artzy Me” 
in the Barn Happy loft 
in Cedar Falls. In her 
corner in the barn she 
displays her many talents, 
including her hand-sewn 
items, paintings, artistic 

Dr. Gene Wooldridge, ’44, 
Fort Collins, CO, is professor 
emeritus at Utah State University 
and a retiree of  the Air Force 
Reserves.  After graduating from 
UIU, Wooldridge joined the Army 
Air Corp., with assigned duties as an Air Force meteorologist. 
He earned a master’s degree from Mankato State and a 
Ph.D. in atmospheric science from Colorado State University. 
Wooldridge was hired as Professor of  Atmospheric Science at 
Utah State University, where he was recognized for studies 
of  the meteorology of  air flows in complex terrain and the 
resulting complications in air quality in mountainous regions 
of  the U.S. and, while on sabbatical, regions of  the Swiss Alps. 

Clyde Burnett, ’46, Rollinsville, CO, published The 
Community, A Mountain Village Practicing Utopian Social and 
Environmental Ideals, the fourth in a series of  environmental 
novels featuring 
discussions of  global 
warming and climate 
change, as well as bits 
of  romance and other 
excitement.  Professor 
Burnett began his author 
career with the pen name 
Alex Cook following his 33 
years as guest scientist 
at the NOAA Fritz Peak 
Observatory making atmospheric measurements relating to 
stratospheric ozone. He is currently working on a new novel, 
The Professor, Chronicles of  a University Life, set at fictitious 
Golden West University in the foothills of  the Rockies. This will 
introduce the idea of  university leadership in climate change 
education and student activity in The New Generation Climate 
Corps.  Burnett’s books are available on amazon.com. 

Norma (Brandt) 
Stewart, ’54 & 
’57, Oelwein, IA, 
was selected as the 
parade grand marshal 

of  Oelwein’s 2011 4th of  July celebration.  Stewart taught 
school for 31 years before retiring in 1997 and also helped 
her husband, James, operate a dairy farm for many years. 
She and James have been married 56 years and have four 
children, 21 grandchildren and four great-grandchildren. 
Stewart has done some world traveling, to cities like Moscow 
and Beijing, and during her travels has developed a passion 
for collecting decorative pins, some of  which she adorns to her 
several captain’s caps. She has been active in many church and 
community activities and currently spends some of  her spare 
time singing at area nursing homes. 

Allan, ’60, and Carol 
(Pleggenkuhle) 
Halverson, ’61, 
Hawkeye, IA, were 
grand marshals for the 

Hawkeye Fun Days parade on Saturday, June 18 and guests 
of  honor during Friday’s festivities. Longtime Hawkeye area 
residents, Allan farmed while Carol taught school for three 
years before starting a family.  They have two children and six 
grandchildren.  Allan continues to farm, and Carol has been 
involved in different business ventures, included owning and 

1940s
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District. In addition he has served on the boards of  the 
Epilepsy Foundation of  Michigan, PSCU Financial Service 
Centers (Tampa, Fla.) and Henry Ford Hospital. Elkins plans 
to run for a full six-year term on the board of  trustees in the 
November 2012 general election. 

Claudia (Northrop) Herman, ’75, New Hampton, IA, 
retired in May 2011 after teaching first grade for 36 years for 
the New Hampton Community School District. 

Dr. Charles Klink, ’75, Montezuma, IA, has been hired 
as an adjunct faculty member of  William Penn University, 
Oskaloosa, IA, teaching in areas of  religion/philosophy.  The 
most recent teaching has been Comparative Religions. Dr. 
Klink was also invited to give the invocation and benediction 
for the graduation ceremony Nov. 13 at the Hy-Vee Center, 
Des Moines, Iowa, as part of  William Penn’s CWA (Classes for 
Working Adults) program.

Bob Belden, ’77, Westgate, IA, and his wife, Mary, 
reigned as Westgate’s quasquicentennial parade grand 
marshals. Bob is retired from the Maynard Post Office after 
being the postmaster for over 20 years. Mary retired from 
Oelwein schools having taught English for 31 years, and for 
a few years before that had worked at UIU. They are very 
active in the community and have two children and two 
grandchildren. 

Dr. Rick Tesoriero, ’77, Oswego, NY, is pictured with his 
wife, Angela, holding The Bridge at the ruins at Pompeii with 
Mount Vesuvius in the background. They were there July 15.

Sheryl Juve, ’81, 
Decorah, IA, retired 
in May as head of  the 
nursing department at 

Luther College in Decorah. She was a Luther faculty member 
from 1984-2000, later rejoining the nursing department as 
department head in 2009. During her career at Luther, Juve 
taught nursing classes and supervised clinical experiences. 
She was director and faculty member for a summer nursing 
course taught in Nottingham, England and was vice chair in 
the Luther science division in 1999-2000. Juve received her 
bachelor of  science degree in nursing from UIU, her master 
of  science degree from the University of  Minnesota and her 
doctoral degree in education from Saint Mary’s University of  
Minnesota. She is a member of  the American Organization 
of  Nurse Executives, Iowa Organization of  Nurse Leaders and 
Sigma Theta Tau International.

Jacque Hawkins, Ph.D., 
’82, Enterprise, AL, 
recently visited Branson, 
MO, seeing nine shows in 
three days. While there 
she had her picture taken 
with Leroy New, who was 
voted Branson’s Best 
Guitarist in 2010 and 
who is a member of  the 
Traditional Country Music 
Hall of  Fame. This past 
summer Hawkins went on 
the MS River Adagio ship 
for a two-week tour down the Blue Danube visiting cities in the 
Czech Republic, Austria, Slovakia, and Hungary.

Doug Davis, ’85, Hawkeye, IA, was chosen as Hartman 
Reserve’s first artist-in-residence. The reserve, located in Cedar 
Falls, IA, is the largest undisturbed wooded area in Black 
Hawk County and is home to three distinct habitats including 
wetland, forest and prairie. Davis is a commercial and wildlife 
artist and has received many awards and honors throughout 
his art career, including acceptance into the Bear Tooth School 
of  Arts. His years as a wildlife artist have taken him to many 
state wildlife areas including botanical gardens, refuges, 
national parks and zoos. 

creations made from garage sale finds, and her most recent 
sewing creation called “Get Your Game Bag On,” sports-
themed purses made from T-shirts and sweatshirts. Stibal is a 
former art teacher, and has worked in personnel and energy 
services at Cedar Falls Utilities for 20 years. Most recently she 
worked in CARE at Prairie Lakes Church, and for many years 
she hosted a Christmas open house in her home called “The 
Wooden Sleigh.” She is now the retired grandmother of  three 
with a creative outlet for all of  her crafts.

Florine Wessel, ’69, West Union, IA, retired in 1993 after 
teaching third grade for many years at Central Community 
School, Elkader, Iowa. After graduating high school, she 
took enough college classes to teach country school in Volga 
Township with grades 1-6. She then continued college classes, 
began her third grade teaching career in Elkader; married 
Lloyd Wessel in 1947; and graduated from Upper Iowa in 1969. 
Florine has four daughters, one of  whom is a third grade 
teacher. 

Janet “Jan” (Barry) 
Musson, ’71, Le Mars, 
IA, retired in May 2010 
after teaching 23 years 

in a K-5 resource room special education setting. She taught at 
Shellsburg, Cherokee and LeMars Community schools. Jan and 
her late husband, Steve Musson, ’71, have two children, 
Jennifer and Alex. 

Marcia Anderson, ’72, Norton, MA, was inducted into 
the National Athletic Trainers’ Association Hall of  Fame in June 
2011. Anderson has her M.S. in physical education-athletic 
training, and her Ph.D. in physical education-administration, 
and is a professor in the Department of  Movement Arts, 
Health Promotion and Leisure Studies at Bridgewater State 
College. She has served as the program director of  the Athletic 
Training Education Program (ATEP) since 1981. Anderson is the 
primary author of  one of  the leading textbooks in athletic 
training education, and has authored chapters in books and 
professional articles relating to athletic training. She has 
been active with the NATA Board of  Certification (BOC) since 
1995 and is an active member of  the NATA, EATA, ATOM, and 
MAHPERD. She was inducted into the inaugural Athletic Trainers 
of  Massachusetts (ATOM) Hall of  Fame in 2005 for her service 
to the state association and the athletic training profession.  

Michael “Mike” O’Leary, ’73, Riverside, IA, was 
named interim principal for the 2011-2012 school year at 
Hills Elementary School, Hills, IA, which is part of  the Iowa 
City Community School District.  O’Leary retired in 2008 as 
principal at Coralville Central Elementary after 21 years and 
will now be working half-time as interim principal at Hills. He 
had taught third through sixth grade in Poweshiek, LaPorte 
City, and Waterloo before becoming a principal in Dunkerton, 
Burlington, and then Coralville.

John R. Elkins, Att. ’75, Livonia, MI, was appointed 
to fill a vacancy on Schoolcraft College’s board of  trustees in 
November 2011. Schoolcraft College is a two-year community 
college located in Livonia, with a satellite campus in Garden 
City, MI. Elkins has served on the Schoolcraft College 
Foundation Board of  Governors since 2004. He is president of  
JR Elkins Associates, Inc., and currently serves as Community 
Liaison for Senior Services with St. Mary Mercy Hospital. Elkins 
is past president and CEO of  Dearborn Financial Services 
and the Dearborn Federal Credit Union. He has been actively 
involved in the Livonia Rotary Club, the mayor’s task force on 
roads, and as a precinct delegate for the 11th Congressional 
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1970s

Six graduates 
of  the 70s took 
time for a group 
photo on their 
June fishing trip 
to Sioux Lookout, 
Ontario, Canada. 
Left to right: Keith 
Scholle, ’74, Village 
of  Campton Hills, 
IL; Ken Klein, 
’70, Wheaton, IL; 
Rick Knipper, ’73, 
Iowa City, IA; Bob 
McKenna, ’70, 
Lake Zurich, IL; 
Tony Schultz, ’71, 
Kohler, WI; and Jim 
“Fuzzy” Clark, ’73, Iowa City, IA.  All were members of  the social group, the Foxes, during their time at UIU, and became 
close friends. Their group of  50 gets together as often as possible, and the fishing trip is an annual event with various 
“Foxes” attending.

1980s
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Zetta Hart, ’88, Garnavillo, IA, was recently named 
Valley Teacher of  the Year and awarded the Golden Apple for 
2011 for having directly impacted the students of  the valley. 
Hart is the first grade teacher at Valley Community Schools, 
Elgin and is in her 23rd year of  teaching, all at Valley. She 
received the honor from the Valley Community Foundation, 
after the current graduating class voted last year on their 
favorite teachers, one each from the elementary, middle 
school, and high school.

Dennis Ureche, ’89, McFarland, WI, received a Master 
of  Divinity degree in May from Eden Theological Seminary in 
St. Louis, MO.

Eric Weinkoetz, 
’93, Panora, IA, 
was recently hired as 
executive director at 

SWIPCO (Southwest Iowa Planning Council), Atlantic, Iowa.  
Weinkoetz has worked for the State of  Iowa, the City of  
Eldora, the Lake Panorama Association and SICOG. He has also 
worked as the Madison County Economic Development director 
and served in the United States Army Reserves. Weinkoetz 
has a master’s degree in public administration from Drake 
University. He and his wife, Donna, have two sons, Jack, 8, and 
Jedd, 6. 

Todd Baird, ’94, Flower Mound, TX, was recently 
promoted to president of  sales at Advantage Sales & 
Marketing LLC (ASM).  Baird will oversee ASM’s sales, 
operations, and retail/in-store services. ASM is North 
America’s premier sales and marketing agency headquartered 
in Irvine, CA, and has more than 30,000 associates and 66 
offices in the United States and Canada. Baird previously 
served as ASM’s division vice president of  channel and retail 
leading the company’s channel, home center, retail operations 
and organizational effectiveness divisions. He has held a 
variety of  management positions during his career at ASM 
and is a graduate of  the Advanced Management Program at 
Harvard Business School.

Brandi Borkgren, ’97, Marion, IA, recently joined the 
Sales Team at Clickstop, Inc. Clickstop is the parent company 
of  a suite of  online retail stores based out of  Urbana, Iowa. 

Lisa Oelkers, ’98, Pine Island, MN, was selected as the 
Post Bulletin’s Teacher of  the Month for March 2011. Oelkers is 
a Pine Island special education teacher and for the past nine 
years has worked with the district’s most challenging students, 
those with learning disabilities or emotional disorders. Her 
main area of  responsibility is children from prekindergarten 
to the middle school years. Selection criteria for the honor 
include personal initiative, going beyond the call of  duty, 
innovative methods and encouraging students to achieve 
academic goals.

Kelly Michaels, ’00, 
Mosinee, WI, has been 
appointed city clerk of  
Brookfield, WI.  Michaels 

worked for more than 20 years as clerk and deputy clerk for 
the city of  Wausau, and most recently as city clerk/personnel 
director for the city of  Stoughton. She served as a Wausau 
County Board supervisor from 2004-2009.  She also has 
earned municipal clerk certifications from Wisconsin and the 
International Institute of  Municipal Clerks. 

Pamela Bowman, ’01, Macomb, IL, was named 
human resource director at Western Illinois University and 
began her position July 2011.  As human resource director, 

Bowman also will be the 
university’s representative 
to the State Civil Service 
System and State University 
Retirement System and will 
be responsible for ensuring 
university compliance with 
state and federal statutes, 
laws, and regulations. 
Previously, at Hawkeye 
Community College in 
Waterloo, Iowa, Bowman was 
director of  staff  relations 
and benefits and developed 
a performance evaluation 
process and served as the 
management representative 
in contract negotiations. 

Tomas Kujawa, ’01, 
Schofield, WI, was named 
director of  public safety 
and chief  of  police for the 
University of  Wisconsin-
Green Bay.  Kujawa brings 
more than three decades of  
law enforcement experience 
to the position, his most recent being a captain with the 
Marathon County Sheriff’s Department in Wausau, WI. As 
director of  the Office of  Public Safety at UW-Green Bay, Kujawa 
will lead an 11-member police and security force that patrols 
facilities and grounds on a 24-hour basis, year-round, on the 
700-acre campus.  The office is also responsible for promoting 
crime prevention and security awareness campuswide.  
Kujawa has experience in higher education, including 25 years 
as an adjunct police sciences instructor with Northcentral 
Technical College, Wausau; and he has a master’s degree in 
organizational leadership and quality improvement.  He is 
active as a United Way member, softball coach, and contributor 
to youth-education initiatives.

Jennie McCready-
Cardo, ’02, Center 
Point, IA, took her Bridge 
on a recent vacation to 
Florida where she visited 
the new Wizarding World 
of  Harry Potter. The picture 
was taken on a bridge 
in front of  the Hogwarts 
Castle. 

Courtney Rasmussen 
’02, Clarinda, IA, is 

serving as a special education teacher at Clarinda High School 
this year. 

Joe Riding, ’02, Altoona, IA, is running for state 
representative, House District 30, in 2012. Riding is a former 
president of  the Altoona Chamber of  Commerce and past 
president of  the Altoona Community Campus, a recreational 
facility with more than 9,000 members. He is part owner and 
general manager of  Terrace Hills Golf  Course in Altoona. 
Riding and his wife, Leann, have two children and one 
grandchild. 

Derek Winker, ’02, Schaumburg, IL, has accepted a 
position to teach Cycle 3 (grades 10-12) in Abu Dhabi, United 
Arab Emirates. Abu Dhabi has undergone a massive education 
reform and has hired thousands of  teachers worldwide 

through Teach Away (www.teachaway.com). Winker says life 
there is great and truly an amazing experience. 

Mark English, ’04, Cedar Rapids, IA, was sworn in July 
27 as the new Fire Chief  of  the Cedar Rapids Fire Department. 
English served Cedar Rapids for over 25 years working his way 
through the ranks from Firefighter, Lieutenant, Captain, Chief  
Training Officer, Special Operations/Hazardous Materials/
Technical Rescue Chief, Battalion Chief/Shift Commander, 
Chief  of  Operations and Assistant Fire Chief. He was a Fire 
Department representative to the Emergency Operations 
Center during the Flood of  2008 while serving as a Shift 
Commander. English has been the Vice Chair of  the Linn 
County Emergency Management Commission for several 
years and was the first Task Force Leader of  the Cedar Rapids 
division of  the State Rescue Team and Weapons of  Mass 
Destruction Team. He has led flood recovery efforts for the 
Fire Department and is the project manager for the new fire 
station projects. 

Pauline Svare, ’04, Brooklyn Park, MN, passed the 
national exam and earned her LAMFT (Licensed Associate 
Marriage in Family Therapist) for the state of  Minnesota. 

Robert “Rob” Taylor, ’04, West Des Moines, IA, is 
running for Iowa House District 44 in 2012. Taylor has served 
on the Dallas County Central Committee since 2008 and has 
served as organizational chair and then chair of  the Dallas 
County Republicans from 2009-11. Taylor has a master of  
business leadership degree and is a sales director for a 
petroleum distributor in central Iowa. He is a consultant and 
trainer for the automotive industry, as well as a diesel and 
biofuel specialist with experience in agricultural equipment 
and municipal transportation. Taylor and his wife, Dr. Christi 
Taylor, have four children and have also been a host family 
to various foreign exchange students through the American 
Foreign Service Program. Taylor is active in his community and 
was recently appointed by Governor Branstad to the I-Jobs 
Board for oversight of  appropriations. In 2011 he was selected 
by the US Air Force to attend the National Security Forum at 
Maxwell Air Force Base, where he was briefed on national 
security and terrorism issues at home and abroad. 

Patricia “Pat” (Peck) Davison ’79, 
Mason City, IA, and Paula (Fles) 
Girard, Att. ’77-80, Canton, OH, 
posed for a photo on the Peacock 
Plaza when they visited the UIU 
Fayette campus in August. They 
were decked out in peacock 
pearls and yellow pants with 
peacocks on them that friend 
and classmate Marsha Lepird 
’79, Eldora, IA, had found and 
purchased for them. Marsha was 
unable to make the trip with 
them to Fayette due to ongoing 
health issues. Pat and Paula 
enjoyed their revisit to the UIU 
campus, and their tour, and were 
very impressed with all the 
positive changes. They suggest 
all alumni come and visit!

1990s
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Angela (Baldrige) Thompson, ’04, St. Louis, MO, was 
recently named interim assistant principal at Webster Groves 
High School in St. Louis, where she has been teaching reading 
and English for the past four years. She just finished her 
master’s in educational administration and will be starting 
classes for her Ed. specialist in curriculum and instruction, 
with doctorate to come later.  Angela and her husband, 
Tavares, ’02, have two boys, Julius, 4, and Myles, 2. 

Becky (Jackson), ’06, and Brandon Bowling, ’06, 
Wisconsin Rapids, WI, are the proud parents of  a baby boy, 
Ayden Jackson Bowling, born May 17, 2011. 

Abby (Foster), ’06, and Justin Brekke, ’07, New 
Hartford, IA, were married June 25, 2011.  Both are 
Waterloo Center graduates. Abby is employed by Exceptional 
Persons Incorporated, and Justin is employed at John Deere 
in Waterloo. 

Virginia (Lewis), ’06, Hammond, LA, married Timothy 
Garner in January 2011 at Redlands California Temple. 

Jonathan Noble, ’06, Newton, IA, started a law firm in 
April 2011, in Newton, together with partner Machelle Crum, 
called Noble & Crum P.L.L.C.   After leaving active military duty 
in 2005, Noble worked as a civilian police officer at Fort Riley, 
Kan., and obtained his four-year degree from UIU’s campus 
there. He graduated from Drake Law School in 2009. Their 
practice also includes doing pro bono work for U.S. National 
Guard members. 

Whitney (Henke), ’07, Brayton, IA, married Rick 
Willenbring at Atlantic, IA, on April 30, 2011. 

Stephanie (Johnson) ’07, and Adam Winters, ’07, 
Minneapolis, MN, are the proud parents of  a baby girl, 
Addison Jo Winters, born July 8, 2011. 

Dr. Jessica Gress, ’08, Des Moines, IA, recently received 
the Doctor of  Physical Therapy degree from Des Moines 
University Osteopathic Medical Center. 

Brad Mey, ’09, Kiel, WI, is in his second year as 6th grade 
math and science teacher at the Plymouth School District, Wis. 
He is also varsity baseball coach and 7th and 8th grade girls 
and boys basketball coach at the middle school. Mey and his 
fiance, UIU ’08 grad Keely Jones, Bettendorf, IA, are 
planning an August 2012 wedding. 

Bryan Peck, ’09, Grand Meadow, MN, qualified for 
the Minnesota State Amateur Golf  Tournament held at the 
White Bear Lake Yacht Club on July 18-20. Unfortunately, 
due to an injury a week before the tournament, Peck was 
unable to join the 156 golfers from around the state for the 
three-day tournament. He is the current Cedar River Country 
Club Champion, and shot his qualifying round of  76 at the 
Wedgewood Cove Golf  Course in Albert Lea. 

Jacob “Jake” Pedersen, ’09, Hudson, IA, was named 
head wrestling coach at North Fayette Community Schools, 
West Union, IA, for the 2011-12 school year. Pedersen was 
assistant coach at Denver-Tripoli schools last season and was 
a graduate assistant with the 2009-10 UIU wrestling team that 
placed fifth at the National Duals and third at the NCAA DII 
National Championships. 

Tammy Fleming, ’10, 
Raymond, IA, recently 
joined Farmers State 
Bank in Waterloo as a 

trust officer. She had been a trust officer at Regions Bank for 
seven years. 

Nick Mooney, ’10, Lansing, IA, accepted a position with 
the Eastern Allamakee School District.  He will teach secondary 
social studies and special education. 

Lisa Whitaker, ’10, West Des Moines, IA, accepted a 
3rd grade teaching position at Brookview Elementary in the 
Waukee school district. 

Susan Armstrong, ’11, Cedar Falls, IA, accepted a 
teaching position at North Cedar Elementary with the Cedar 
Falls School District. 

Mandy Cosper, ’11, Des Moines, IA, was offered a 
position with the Des Moines Public Schools as a kindergarten/
first grade special education teacher at Hanawalt, Iowa. 

Kristopher Hayes, ’11, Adel, IA, was recently hired at 
Creston High School and will be teaching World History. He 
is continuing to take courses at UIU, working on additional 
endorsements, and will be relocating to the Creston area. 

Nicole (Weidemann), ’11, and Gregory Kuennen, Solon, IA, 
were married July 30 in West Union, IA. Greg is the son of  UIU 
alumni Frank ’76 and Shelley (Searles) Kuennen ’75. 

Stephanie Lovelace, ’11, Winterset, IA, accepted a 
teaching position with Joshua Christian Academy, a private 
school in Des Moines serving underprivileged, urban students. 
She will be teaching elementary education. 

Joshua “Josh” McKeon, Att. ’11, Rochester, MN, was 
signed by the Cleveland Indians to a minor league contract 
in June 2011 and reported to the Indians’ Training Facility in 
Arizona. While at UIU, McKeon was selected as a First Team 
All-Central Region performer by two different groups.  He was 
one of  two NSIC starting pitchers to be selected to the first 
teams by the Rawlings/American Baseball Coaches Association 
(voted on by member coaches) and Daktronics (voted on by 
member Sports Information Directors). 

Logan Mork, ’11, West Union, IA, and Emily Heying were 
married June 4, 2011, at the West Union Recreation Complex. 
Logan is employed at Country Hills Community Golf  Restaurant 
and Lounge in West Union, and Emily is employed at Stoney 
Brook Village in West Union. 

Michelle Ryant, ’11, Cedar Rapids, IA, accepted a 
preschool teaching position in Coralville, IA, and has 16 
preschoolers in her class. She was also offered a position 
with a tutoring group in Cedar Rapids where she is tutoring 
elementary students during an afterschool program. 

Michael Zimmerly, ’11, Independence, IA, accepted a 
position with the Independence School District as a secondary 
reading interventionist. He will also teach health to middle 
school students and coach.

2010s

Alumnus Dano Grayson, ’10, spent early August through 
late December 2011 in the Peruvian rain forest studying birds 
with Gustavo Landono, a Ph.D. candidate who is attending the 
University of  Florida.   Grayson saw the job posted on the 
Texas A&M biological job board, sent in his information, and 
was accepted despite his limited experience with birds.  “While 
in Florida, Jacob Bruess, ’10, and I have worked for several 
Ph.D. students from the University of  Florida over the years so 
have good references,” said Grayson.  “Gustavo hired me, and 
we spent the first two weeks in Peru learning the techniques I 
used daily.”

Grayson said everyone who was involved in the project roamed 
the rainforest individually in assigned plots, doing forest 
searches, sensor installations, and cataloging data about nests 
(including temperatures and egg/hatchling counts), with a 
typical work day starting at 5 a.m. and ending around 6 p.m.  
Grayson said the Peruvian rain forest has over 1,800 species of  
birds, more than the entire North American continent and that 
he had plenty of  time to see a good portion of  them. 

“I was stationed in a cloud forest located around 3,200 meters 
up in the Andes,” he explained.  “Because of  my location, I 
spent about eight hours a day looking down on the clouds and 
the other five in a deep fog.”  Grayson said the cost of  his stay 
in Peru was completely covered; however, he sacrificed basic 
comforts such as warm showers and sleeping in tents.  

Grayson takes photos as a hobby, hoping to use them someday 
with the stories and skills he’s learned to educate others about 
the importance and beauty of  nature.

Grayson holding a first-time captured Blue-Naped 
Chlorophonia (above) and pictured below is a rare 
species of high-altitude cloud forest tree frog about 
the size of a dime.

Grayson shot this view of the Andes Mountains in 
Peru.

Class Notes
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In MemoriamIn memoriam

Jane (Denniston) Kiple, ’33, November 3, 
2011, Kimberling City, MO

Faith (Appleton) Haines, ’34, April 16, 
2011, Center Point, IA

Leonard Kadera, ’38, January 5, 2010,  
River Falls, WI

Ruth Alcorn, ’38, June 27, 2011,  
West Union, IA

Roger Sewell, ’38, August 29, 2011, 
Waterloo, IA

Frances (Edmonds) Nelson, ’38,  
November 22, 2011, Shreveport, LA

Anna Lolita (Blake) Steele, ’39, April 4, 
2011, Dubuque, IA

Ruth (Bishop) Earle, ’40, August 14, 2011, 
West Union, IA

Doris (Goodman) Patridge, ’42, June 11, 
2011, Davenport, IA

Betty (Beu) Maricle, ’43, November 24, 
2011, New Hampton, IA

Robert Gildner, ’44, October 14, 2011, 
Albuquerque, NM

Donna (Brandenburg) Klotz, ’47, October 
16, 2011, Cedar Falls, IA

Iva Jean (Kuhse) Coobs, ’48, March 3, 2011, 
Burlington, IA

Garold Stewart, ’48, August 3, 2011, 
Williamsville, NY

Richard Haars, ’49, April 27, 2010,  
Fort Worth, TX

G. Dale Fogle, ’49, May 25, 2011,  
Crosslake, MN

Robert Clark, ’49, October 18, 2011,  
Ft. Pierce, FL

Rex Salisberry, ’51, April 18, 2011,  
Navarre Beach, FL

Marvin Snider, ’52, January 27, 2011, 
Madrid, IA

Darlene (Liabo) Bohling, ’54, June 28, 2011, 
Center Point, IA

Frances (Blue) Nelson, ’57, June 17, 2011, 
Sycamore, IL

Dianne Damro, ’58, July 24, 2011, Waterloo, 
IA

James Houstman, ’60, August 8, 2011, 
Tucson, AZ

David Briden, ’61, August 22, 2011, 
Pemberville, OH

Dorothy (Jaster) Schrupp, ’62, August 6, 
2010, Mendota, CA

Verna (Murphy) Blatchford, ’63, July 22, 
2011, Waterloo, IA

Keith Clough, ’63, July 24, 2011, 
Independence, IA

Lyle Rasmussen, ’63, August 13, 2011, 
Baraboo, WI

Erla Jeanne (Corkery) Singer, ’66,  
October 17, 2011, Fayette, IA

Richard Wheeler, ’67, February 15, 2011, 
Cedar Rapids, IA

Wilma (Baker) Walton, ’70,  
February 20, 2011, Anamosa, IA

Mark Christophersen, ’71,  
January 16, 2011, Davenport, IA

LaVaune (Miller) Feulner, ’71,  
October 3, 2011, Clermont, IA

Norris Dobbin, ’71, October 24, 2011,  
Cedar Rapids, IA

Charles McDermatt, ’74,  
February 21, 2010, Anacortes, WA

David Dupuis, ’75, June 3, 2011,  
Wisconsin Rapids, WI

Raymond Cox, ’76, May 16, 2011,  
Pittsburg, CA

Cornelius Wood, ’77, January 14, 2011, 
North Chelmsford, MA

Dean Roberts, ’77, April 21, 2011, 
Edgewater, MD

Dianna Taylor, ’77, May 1, 2011,  
Bradford, PA

Frederick Barnes, ’80, February 14, 2011, 
Fairfax, VA

Betty (Rodas) DeRuiter, ’80, March 18, 
2011, Lime Springs, IA

Gene Riley, ’82, June 6, 2011, Florence, SC

Robert Holston, ’83, January 29, 2011, 
Round Lake, IL

Ruby Carroll-Doull, ’83, October 28, 2011, 
Las Vegas, NV

Robert Widner, ’84, August 19, 2010, 
Bradenton Beach, FL

Edward Brodton, ’84, August 23, 2010, 
Rockwall, TX

Lonny Boardman, ’85, December 7, 2010, 
Cherokee, IA

Michael Ireton, ’87, August 18, 2010,  
San Diego, CA

Samuel Inks, ’90, September 30, 2011, 
Waterloo, IA

Lynda (Martinsen) Craig, ’92,  
September 22, 2010, Madison, WI

William Fuerstenau, ’93,  
November 22, 2010, Beaver Dam, WI

Donald Kohls, ’96, July 8, 2011,  
Junction City, KS

Barton Holden, ’96, November 4, 2011, 
Indianola, IA

Wendy (Dilley) Lawrence, 2000,  
December 23, 2010, West Des Moines, IA

Clara (Harrell) Jackson, 2001,  
June 11, 2011, Milwaukee, WI

Kristi (Brickson) Hund, 2001,  
December 2, 2011, Stoughton, WI

Martin Kane, 2010, July 11, 2011,  
Southport, NC

Anthony Taylor, Current Student,  
July 14, 2011, Williamsburg, IA

John Redding, Former Faculty,  
November 17, 2011, Waterloo, IA

Dennis Conner, Former Staff,  
September 30, 2011, Fayette, IA

Michael Olivieri, Former Student,  
June 6, 2011, Homer Glen, IL

If you know of alumni, faculty, staff or 
friends who have died and you would like to 
share this news, please contact The Bridge.  
Death announcements must be accompanied 
by a memorial service program or newspaper 
obituary. To make a contribution in memory 
of someone, please send your gift to: Upper 
Iowa University, Attn: Sue Felder, Alumni 
Center, PO Box 1857, Fayette, IA 52142 or 
call 800-553-4150, option 6.
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605 Washington Street
P. O. Box 1857
Fayette, IA   52142

The post office charges Upper Iowa University 70 cents for each change of address returned to us.  
You can help us eliminate unnecessary expenses by informing us of your new address before you 
move.  Parents, if your son or daughter no longer maintains a permanent address at home, please 
notify the UIU Alumni Center of the correct mailing address.  Call 800-553-4150 x6, or e-mail 
alumni@uiu.edu.    Thank you.  

december 2011 International graduations
President Alan G. 
Walker conferred 
degrees of UIU 
international 
students from the 
Hong Kong and 
Malaysian centers 
in December 2011.  
President Walker 
posed  for pictures 
with numerous 
students and 
parents after the 
conclusion of the 
ceremonies.  Go to 
pages 24 and 25 for 
more photos and 
on the Upper Iowa 
University Flickr 
site. 


