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enterprise. I know well the value and importance for soldiers to
have an opportunity to complete a degree while serving in the
military. It was an opportunity such as this that allowed my father
to complete his degree during a career in the Army that spanned
almost 30 years.

George Bernard Shaw once said, “Liberty means responsibility….”
By their actions, our men and women who serve in the military
understand what he meant and embrace this principle. I am proud
that Upper Iowa University shares that belief.

Alan G. Walker
President

From the Pres ident

T his issue of The Bridge is dedicated to those who have
bravely served our country and continue to do so in our
nation’s armed forces. Upper Iowa University has long

enjoyed a special and close relationship with the military that
extends as far back as the Civil War, when almost every male
student enrolled at UIU joined Company C of the 12th Iowa
Volunteer Infantry. One of the American flags Company C carried
into battle, hand-sewn by the female students at UIU, remains
proudly displayed on the Fayette campus to this day. In the wars
that followed (WWI, WWII, Korea, Vietnam, Gulf) to the present
conflicts in Afghanistan and Iraq, UIU students, men and women,
have served with distinction in large numbers. In doing so, many
made the ultimate sacrifice. They hold a place of honor at several
locations across the Fayette campus, the crown jewel of which is
the Reflective Tribute military memorial dedicated in October of
2001 and located on the east side of the campus, across from
Dorman Gym and next to the Alumni Center. For a time, Upper
Iowa was also the home to a popular ROTC program. Over the
years, a number of well-known Upper Iowa alums, such as Jim
Day, Stan Lee and generals Joe Monaco and Roger Schultz, just to
name a few, led very successful military careers.

One of the ways in which the University continues to honor the
memory of those in the military who gave so much in the past is
to help those who are serving their country in the present. There
are unique challenges for those in the military who wish to
complete a college degree. Due to the relatively short duration of
many assignments and the moves that come with them, combined
with interruption of deployments during times of conflict, many in
the military find it exceedingly difficult to complete a single
program of study at any one institution that leads to a degree. Yet,
at no time has the military and our country been in greater need
of highly educated and skilled leaders who can deal with the
challenges of an ever-changing, dangerous and complex world.  

Upper Iowa University has helped hundreds of men and women in
the military overcome these challenges and complete their
degrees, allowing them to further their careers in the military and
civilian lives. We do so by reaching out and providing an
opportunity for those in the military to complete their education
through centers located at military bases around the country, and
through our online and external degree programs. This edition of
The Bridge contains several testimonials as to the value of our
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tell you that he got more from UIU than he
gave on the governing board and his support
of UIU. His work on the “Old Time
Peacocks” or “Doc’s Boys” was a labor of
love and renewed the memories and ties for
a lot of the older graduates. I am sure many
appreciated his efforts.

Ted, by his long association, good humor
and friendship with so many, kept UIU a
beloved institution, not a collection of
buildings, or just a place to go to school. He
will be missed, and not in just a footnote way!

I liked him.
M. K. Sperry ’47
Turlock, Calif.

Ihave been enrolled with the Upper Iowa
University External Degree program
since 1998. I first picked this program

after my wife was researching the country’s
colleges and the rankings, nationwide, for
their external programs. In 1998 external
programs were not as prevalent as they are
today, and UIU was among the best even
back then and continues to be to this day.

I have been in the Army for 18 years, have
been stationed at seven different installations
and have been deployed twice to the Middle
East. I have also attended six different
universities during that time. 

Upper Iowa made my goal to achieve an
associate’s degree a reality. In fact I
completed my associate’s degree while
deployed to Pakistan for six months shortly
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Several years ago the UIU alumni
directory, using information
about my father in error, listed

me as deceased. No particulars, no regrets,
just deceased. I hadn’t thought about that
incident and how easily a personality is
erased from association with UIU until I
read in the last Bridge that Ted Johnson
had died. I knew Ted all my life and knew
about the impact he had on UIU, and yet he
was obited and gone in one brief paragraph.
(He would have loved that sentence. I still
remember Miss Bender sternly lecturing
him for using nouns as verbs 65 years ago
in Fayette High School English class.)

We were born the same year. I knew him
when we were kids, and I liked him.

When we were in high school I played
many sporting events with him and against
him, and I liked him.

We started at UIU at the same time in 1942,
took the same classes, played basketball
and baseball, chased the same girls, and I
liked him.

His home, his mother and his family were
always a support for a lonely student away
from home for the first time. No greater
boosters for the faculty, the educational
opportunities and the institution of UIU
ever existed than the Johnson family.

Only the people who were students or
faculty at UIU in 1942 when the draft age
for WWII was lowered to 18 will ever know

what it is like to see an institution you have
loved all your life brought to its knees.

Ted and I had both joined military
programs that let us stay in school until
June 1943. All through our freshman year
students left every week to join the service.
On the last day of the second semester in
May 1943, on the pretext we would never
see them again, we got a kiss from each
girl as she boarded a bus or car for home.
I don’t believe enrollment was ever lower
at UIU than at that time, and yet all the
pillars that made UIU great were there:
Deming, Mongold, Dorman, McGhee,
Brause, Meyer, Black, Carter,
Chandler, Lyons, Welch, etc. On that
May night Ted and I walked a deserted
campus looking at our favorite buildings.
We sat on the roof of College Hall (it was
easy to get in) until midnight and then
walked up to the cemetery to spend some
time saying goodbye to the lights of Fayette.

Ted joined the Army. I joined the Navy, and
we exchanged letters at least once a month
until the war ended. He was proud to be a
member of the Rainbow Division and proud
of his fellow soldiers, but he never wrote
about his award of the Silver Star for bravery
under fire. I had to pry that out of him later.

We went on different career paths, but we
had many meetings, letters and phone calls
over the years.

He was proud of the recognition and
honors bestowed on him by UIU. He would

FLOCK
TALK

Responses to last edition:
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after September 11th. Because of my
constant moving, one of my jokes was that
it took me 15 years to get a two-year
degree. But the reality is, without UIU I
probably would have never achieved this
goal. Just prior to completing my
associate’s degree, I had 126 hours of
college credits, yet no degree.

I am currently taking two of the last three
classes I need to complete my
baccalaureate degree. After these classes, I
have one more class, my senior project
and then graduation. 

I would also like to applaud the External
Degree office. Throughout the time I have
been associated with UIU, they have been
nothing less than heroes in my eyes. They
have always had solutions to the issues that
active duty service in the military brings to
the table. They have always been there
when I needed them, and I take my hat off
to them (which I don’t do often because it
shows my bald head…). Kudos to Barb
and all the wonderful staff that have helped
and continue to help me with my
education goals.

Jeffrey K. Murray
Chief Warrant Officer Three
United States Army

My testimonial would have to be
that during the one year that I
was activated and deployed to

Pakistan and Iraq I took Advanced
Accounting, Accounting for Not-For-Profit
Organizations and Corporate Financial
Management. Through the course of those
classes the faculty and staff of Upper Iowa
bent over backwards to accommodate my
situation. You all really made continuing my
education while deployed as easy as it could
be given the circumstances. Other members
of my unit had to quit school while activated,
but I was able to continue on my
educational path and thank all the members
of Upper Iowa for their support and
assistance during a very stressful time. The
ability to submit homework via email, rapid
feedback from instructors, and the email
delivery of syllabi have made for very smooth
transition from class to class. 

I know other external students that attend
institutions that are not “brick and
mortar,” and I would have to say that I am
10 times more proud of where I attend
than any of them are. It was very important
for me to attend an institution that had
athletics I could support and follow, an
alumni association I could participate in,
and on-campus students I could mingle
among on trips to the University. These
may seem like small items, but they were

very important to me. I also applaud Upper
Iowa for offering external degrees, at an
affordable price, that most other brick and
mortars don’t. UIU was the only quality
university I found that would allow me to
complete my bachelor of science degree in
accounting totally external. If it had not
been for UIU I would have had to get a
degree in history or psychology or
something else which is totally out of my
field, simply because other schools don’t
offer accounting. All of this AND accredited
by the same agency that accredits names
like University of Iowa, University of
Michigan, Michigan State.....what more
could an external student ask for.

Thanks,
SSgt Brent Elrod,
USAFR

The Bridge welcomes your emails,
letters and general reminiscences.
Please include your name, class year
and home town. Letters may be edited
for space and clarity. Send your Flock
Talk correspondence to:

The Bridge
Upper Iowa University Alumni Center
P.O. Box 1857
Fayette, IA 52142

Or send an email to alumni@uiu.edu
with the subject line “Bridge.”

Alumni, faculty, staff, students and friends are invited to ride
the Des Moines Register’s Annual Great Bike Ride Across
Iowa to help raise awareness of UIU and money for scholar-
ships.
Interested? Check www.uiu.edu for more information.
Come join us. Have fun and help UIU, all while seeing the
great state of Iowa.

Team
Peacock
2006

Team
Peacock
2006
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A mericans’ needs are changing. 
The nation’s population is aging,   
terrorists have struck on U.S.

soil and natural disasters have ravaged
America’s people and property. In response
to these needs, new careers are emerging
overnight and workers are needed with the
skills to fill these roles.

In an effort to help better prepare students
to meet these changes, Upper Iowa
University has developed two new majors
available through the Extended University.
Health Services Administration is designed 
to help those individuals seeking a
management career in the health care field.
With subjects ranging from accounting to
leadership theory, HSA majors prepare for

Meeting the needs
of the world

Meeting the needs
of the world

health care decisions.

The Emergency and Disaster Management
program helps train the people who will
respond when disaster strikes. Whether
natural or man-made, disasters require
response from many groups, including
police, firefighters, EMTs, search and
rescue, relief agencies and many more.
With so many agencies, there needs to be
someone to oversee and direct the work.
That’s where EDM majors come in. With
classes including Public Budgeting Process
and Psychology of Disaster, EDM majors
will have the knowledge to help those
affected by a disaster as well as the
responders, all while working to get the
most resources to the affected area.

“We wanted to develop
a program to meet the
growing need of health
care professionals in

our country.”
Tim Hunt, UIU director 

of civilian centers

the unique challenges of operating hospitals,
long-term care facilities, hospital
departments, doctors’ offices, clinics and
more. They will have the varied skills
needed to manage a business, oversee staff
and meet regulations while still making
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How they came to be
“We wanted to develop a program to meet
the growing need of health care
professionals in our country,” explained
Tim Hunt, director of civilian centers for
UIU and one of the people who helped
develop the HSA program. The program is
targeted at adult learners already in a
health care field, likely with a two-year
degree or several years experience, Hunt
said. “This degree is appropriate for LPNs,
X-ray technicians, the full gamut.”

The coursework addresses a variety of
issues facing health services administrators,
ranging from Health Care Ethics and Legal
Issues Related to Health Service
Organizations to Financial Management of
Health Service Organizations and Human
Resources Management. It is all designed
to give HSA majors a better understanding
of how to run the business side of their
organizations, all the while factoring in the
unique aspects of operating a health
services facility.

The curriculum, developed by PhD
credentialed faculty members with years of
experience in health care administration,
was designed to meet the specifications and
requirements for accreditation with the
Association of University Programs in
Health Administration, a nationally-
recognized accrediting body. The
certification process includes a self study
and a review by a panel of peers. 

So far, the new major is progressing well.
“At each center we’re seeing a growing
interest in the program,” Hunt said. That’s
not surprising, considering the U.S. Bureau
of Labor Statistics estimates the five jobs
with the greatest projected growth in the
next few years will be in health care fields.

Another growing field will be in the area of
emergency and disaster management. With
recent events ranging from terrorist attacks
and train wrecks to hurricanes, floods and

mud slides, the need for someone to
coordinate efforts between emergency
responders and other agencies is becoming
all too clear. UIU hopes to help fill that need.

When it came time to develop the
Emergency and Disaster Management
program, Upper Iowa did something it had
never done before: it formed a committee
of national experts to look at the problem.
Representatives of industry joined officials

from the Federal Emergency Management
Agency and the Department of Homeland
Defense and Security, as well as state
agencies and UIU faculty, to decide what
should be included.

“I don’t think we’d ever done anything
quite on that scope,” said Joyce
Czajkowski, executive director for quality
assurance with the Extended University and
the faculty liaison with the committee. The

BA 201 Accounting Principals I 3 credits
HSA 205 Intro to American Health Systems 3 credits
BA 210 Management Principals 3 credits
HSA 340 Health Care Ethics 3 credits
HSA 344 Popular Health Management 3 credits
BA 361 Human Resources Management 3 credits
HSA 362 Financial Management of Health 3 credits

Services Organizations
BA 365 Leadership Theory 3 credits
HSA 385 Legal Issues Related to Health 3 credits

Service Organizations
HSA 440 Health Services Administration 3 credits
HSA 460 Health Ser/Political Process 3 credits
HSA 490 Health Program Planning/Evaluation 3 credits
ID 498 Senior Project 3 credits

One of the following
3 credits

HSA 302 Managed Care
HSA 306 Long-Term Care Administration
PA 306 Principals of Emergency Management
HSA 312 Community & Public Health
PSY/SOC 384 Social Welfare Programs & Policies

Plus 39 credits of General Education Requirements

Health Services Administration curriculum

“We’re real proud of (the program).
It’s new. It’s on the cutting edge.”

Joyce Czajkowski, faculty liaison for
EDM national committee
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group looked at developing a bachelor’s
program, which developed into the EDM
major, as well as a homeland security
emphasis in the Master of Public
Administration program dealing specifically
with terrorism.

People who work in the fields of
emergency and disaster management were
hired to write the curriculum so Upper
Iowa officials could be sure the courses
address the needs of emergency
responders and of those affected by
disasters. Czajkowski also helped develop
faculty curriculum guides so programs at
each center would contain the same
information.

“We’re real proud of (the program),”
Czajkowski said. “It’s new. It’s on the
cutting edge.” During the meetings with the
advisory committee, she said, a real need
for trained emergency managers was
identified. There are not many programs
out there at the bachelor’s and master’s
levels, Czajkowski said. UIU’s program will
likely appeal to people currently in
emergency response fields, some who may
already have an associate’s degree.

“This (program) really came out of 9/11,”
Czajkowski said. “Suddenly in the last
couple of months it’s taken a spin back to
natural disasters.” Events like hurricanes
Katrina and Rita and the devastating
earthquake in Pakistan have emphasized
the need for people who can coordinate
efforts between groups responding to
disasters. Czajkowski pointed out that the
problems officials in these areas
experienced show the need for trained
individuals who understand how the
various emergency responders and
agencies work and the best ways to get
everyone working together without
unneeded overlapping of services.

“We’re training someone who can
understand all these bits and pieces,”
Czajkowski said. “There have to be plans to
mitigate these disasters. It’s not just
reactive, it’s proactive.”

Entering the program
Several students in the HSA program are
already in health care fields and are
looking for a way to better themselves.
They are seeking promotions and many
would eventually like to be managers.

Tammy Lawver, a student at UIU’s
Blackhawk Center in Janesville, Wis., began
the HSA program this year. She is currently
a supervisor in her office, but would like to
move even higher in her professional life.

“I’ve always wanted my bachelor’s degree,”
Lawver said. Currently a certified
ophthalmic medical technologist, Lawver
hopes to use her degree to advance in her
profession. She sees the class work as
beneficial in helping her meet her goals.
The people have been friendly, Lawver said,
and she has found the program to be
educational and organized.

PS 100 U.S. Government 3 credits
BA 210 Management Principals 3 credits
PS 230 State & Local Government 3 credits
PA 306 Principals of Emergency Management 3 credits
PA 320 Political & Policy Basis of Emergency 3 credits

Management
PA 332 Emergency Preparedness & Planning 3 credits
PA 346 Disaster Response and Recovery 3 credits
BA 362 Supervision 3 credits
PA 371 Urban Management 3 credits
PSY/SOC 373 Research Methods 3 credits
PA 404 Integrated Emergency Management 3 credits
PSY/SOC 409 Psychology of Disaster 3 credits
PA 414 Principals & Practice of Hazards 3 credits

Mitigation
PA 440 Public Budgeting Process 3 credits
PA 445 Administrative Law 3 credits
BA 449 Business & Industrial Crisis Management 3 credits
BA 454 Management Cases 3 credits
ID 498 Senior Project 3 credits

Plus 39 credits of General Education Requirements

Emergency and Disaster Management 
curriculum

Tammy Lawver, left,
checks a patient at the
eye clinic where she
works. Lawver enrolled in
UIU’s Health Services
Administration program
to advance her career.
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Carrie Babbe, an HSA student at the Des
Moines center, has been working in the health
insurance field for 19 years. She enrolled at
UIU last year as a human resources major, but
switched when this new option arose.

“I thought it would provide a lot of
opportunities,” Babbe explained. 

After graduation, Babbe hopes to remain in
the insurance industry, but in a different
role. She’d like to work more in health
management, an area where officials track
disease trends and set and evaluate medical
policies, more statistical work than she
does now.

With only one class in her major under her
belt so far, Babbe finds the subject interesting
and “I’m looking forward to learning more.”

An employee of Wellmark Blue Cross/Blue
Shield of Iowa, Babbe said at least at the Des
Moines Center she’s not unusual as someone
who doesn’t currently work in the health
care industry. She said in her class there is
one nurse and the rest of the students are
looking to make career changes.

Many of the students enrolled in the EDM
program already have a background in
related fields, but see a need for people to
coordinate the efforts of others.

American history. He’s watched the response
closely and has offered support. His
company has the ability to make ice, so they
have been doing just that in an effort to help
the local people. He’s also watched the
National Guard and line crews from various
utility companies respond to the area.

“Watching the different crews was an
advantage” for Patterson’s education. Much
of what he has gained from his ringside
seat is an idea of what not to do in an
emergency. He gave an example of officials
broadcasting an 800 number for people to
call when they needed help, but all the
phone lines were down. No one could
place calls and even the 800 number
wasn’t working.

Cathleen Atchison is in a similar position. A
former Cedar Rapids, Iowa, police officer,
Atchison has also worked in security at a
nuclear plant and now is employed “really,
really part-time” with the American Red
Cross. “Pretty much my whole life has been
dedicated to that field.” 

Rick Patterson retired in 2001 from his job as
a nuclear, biological and chemical defense
NCO with the U.S. Army. He had specialties in
biological detection and hazardous material
transportation. He now works at AAI Service
in Louisiana as a field service technician
repairing biological detection equipment,
supporting the Army at Fort Polk, La. His job
has taken him to places like Iraq, Kuwait,
Turkey, Germany and Uzbekistan, but he was
looking for something more.

“I do see education as a necessary tool in
today’s world,” Patterson said. His wife is
currently working on a master’s of
education degree, and the couple’s three
children either have degrees or are
working on them. After retiring, Patterson
was ready for his degree.

Patterson began looking on the Internet for
a place to use his veteran’s benefits. When
he found UIU’s EDM program, it seemed
the perfect fit. “That meets both my goals.
That gets me an education and builds on
what I already know,” Patterson said.

Patterson has been in a unique position to
see the need for emergency planning first
hand. As an EDM major at Fort Polk, he’s
about 250 miles from New Orleans and one
of the most devastating disasters in

Carrie Babbe is a Health
Services Administration
student at the Des Moines
Center. She’s hoping earning
her bachelor’s degree will
allow her to make some
changes in her career.

Rick Patterson, a student in
the Emergency and Disaster
Management program at the
Fort Polk Center, hopes the
program will allow him to
continue work he began in
the military while providing a
solid future.

Cathleen Atchison, a
student in the EDM program
at the Waterloo Center,
talks with instructor of
biology Brent Seegers.
Atchison has been in the
emergency response
business for several years
and sees the EDM program
as an extension of that work.
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Atchison’s husband, Donnie, is a Cedar
Rapids police officer and a member of the
Iowa National Guard 1-133rd Infantry out
of Waterloo. Donnie is currently on his
fourth deployment since 2000, stationed at
Camp Shelby, Miss. In addition to caring
for the couple’s four children, Atchison is
the battalion coordinator for the family
readiness group. The unpaid, command-
appointed position is responsible for
getting information to families and helping
with any emergencies that may arise while
the unit’s nearly 700 soldiers are deployed.

“Our whole life, every aspect, is in this
field,” Atchison said. “It’s not just a field,
it’s what we live.”

When she began thinking about getting her
bachelor’s degree, Donnie (’98), suggested
she look at his alma mater because of the
accelerated learning program and the ability
to get credit for her life experience. She
spoke with Gail West, the academic advisor
at the Waterloo Center, who suggested the
EDM program as a way for Atchison to build
on her experience.

While only in her second term, Atchison said
she has found the coursework to be very
manageable and beneficial. “The life
experience I’ve had makes the class work very
easy to apply.” The professors, she added,
have been very helpful and are good at
applying the coursework to the students’ lives.

Atchison said she’s not entirely sure what
she’ll do with her degree, but she’s not
worried about options.

“There’s a lot of different avenues I could
go down,” Atchison said. “There’s so many
doors, so many opportunities.” She said
she would like to find work with Homeland
Security.

Patterson is considering a career in state
or federal government after graduation, but
with the world changing the way it is, he is
confident he won’t need to worry about
finding work.

Karen Bossard (’80), left,
talks with Krystal Lloyd,
the health information
officer at Green County
Medical Center. As the
hospital administrator
and CEO of the facility,
Bossard has first-hand
knowledge of what the
health services
administration industry
takes.

Deb Heldt (’85), left,
chats with Maple
Crest Manor resident
and former UIU
student Florence
Jennings. Heldt is the
administrator of the
facility, a position she
holds in part to her
degree in long-term
care administration
from UIU.

administrator include organization,
leadership and communication. She also
noted that knowledge of the geriatric
population is particularly important,
especially as the Baby Boom population ages.

“If you’re in an administrative position,
you’ll use every one of (the subjects
covered by the program) on a daily basis,”
Bossard said. She and her team had just
met regarding an ethical issue with a
patient’s care. “Every day you work with
each one of these things.” The ability to
plan is very important for a facility
manager, she noted.

As administrator of Maple Crest Manor in

“I know it’s a field that’s going to be growing
in the next 20 to 30 years,” Patterson said.

Firsthand knowledge
UIU alumna Karen Bossard (’80) has
seen firsthand the skills necessary for
someone in health services administration.
She is the hospital administrator and CEO
for Greene County Medical Center in
Jefferson, Iowa, a position which includes
oversight of not only the hospital, but also
a long-term care facility, community
housing and more.

While Bossard said her duties vary from day
to day, skills she sees as necessary for an

            



Bridge Winter 2006 11

Fayette, Deb Heldt (’85) increasingly uses
her human resources skills in the
operation of the nursing home, skilled
nursing home and long-term care facility.
She said managing her employees takes a
larger portion of her time than it used to,
as do the finances and government
accountability requirements. All the while,
an administrator needs to meet the needs
of the client.

“Customer expectations have really
changed, even in the last two years,” 
Heldt said.

Bossard noted that advocacy is particularly
important for a health care administrator.
“We watch what is going on in government
every day,” Bossard said, adding she
speaks to her legislators on a regular basis
in order to stay on top of what is
happening with issues affecting health care.

Heldt noted the communication goes both
ways, with state and federal agencies
requiring more and more proof of quality
care and accountability of finances. She
sees that as one area the program needs to
be sure to include. 

Bossard, who also possesses an Iowa
teaching certificate, earned her bachelor’s
degree when UIU had a nursing program.
She went on to the University of Minnesota
for a master’s degree in public health
administration. She has spent 30 years in
managerial positions, starting as a nursing
administrator. 

Heldt is “one of the very few” to receive a
bachelor’s degree in long-term care
administration from UIU. She started at
Maple Crest as a secretary and moved
throughout the country as she progressed
up the ladder, returning to Fayette and
Maple Crest four years ago.

Both women enjoy their work. Heldt
described it as a good balance between

business work and going home at night
knowing she’s helped someone.
“It’s a fun job,” Bossard said of her work.
“It’s a challenging job, but it’s full of
opportunities. It’s a job where you truly
can make a difference, not just for your
patients, but for your staff and sometimes
the community.”

After 33 years in the emergency services
arena, alumnus James Grigsby (’76)
has a good idea what it takes to manage an
emergency. He’s spent the last 10 years as
fire and EMS chief in Roanoke, Va. Before
that, he was in the fire departments in
Hampton, Va., and Lee’s Summit, Mo. He
also spent time in Kalamazoo, Mich.,
overseeing the fire and police departments.

Throughout that time, Grigsby has found
the ability to communicate to be one of the
most important skills a coordinator can
possess. That person must not only talk
with people in the same jurisdiction, but
also surrounding areas. Communication
needs to be far reaching.

Alumnus Larry Smith agrees
communication is probably the most
important skill in this line of work. Smith
(’76) is the sheriff in Menard County, Ill.,
an area directly north of Springfield, Ill.
While mostly rural, the area is growing
because of its proximity to the state capitol,
and it has a booming tourist industry.

As past president of the Illinois Sheriffs’
Association, Smith also sits on the anti-
terrorism task force for about two-thirds of
the counties in Illinois. As a member of the
group’s executive council, Smith helps
coordinate with other agencies, industries
and agricultural officials in the area. He
knows firsthand the need for people to
coordinate efforts in an emergency.

“That’s going to be a major that will be
important in the coming years,” Smith said.
“There are so many ways to attack this
country it’s unbelievable.” He sees the field
of emergency and disaster planning as one
likely to grow in the coming years. “We’re
not going to defeat terrorism overnight.”
One way to fight it is to be prepared at

James Grigsby (’76) has
more than three decades of
experience in the emergency
response field and knows
firsthand what skills EDM
students will need. Grigsby
is the fire and EMS chief for
the city of Roanoke, Va.

Menard County, Ill., Sheriff
Larry Smith (’76) is in
charge of the safety for a
popular tourist area in
Illinois. He has seen many
changes in the way
emergencies are handled in
recent years.
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home, he noted. And one way to be
prepared at home is to have people
trained to handle any problems which may
arise and to know how to head off trouble
before it starts.

Grigsby said he’s glad to see UIU develop
this type of program, an area that was
missing when he was coming up through
the fire department ranks. While fire and
police academies can teach emergency
responders how to handle a bank robbery
or put out a fire, they don’t necessarily
teach emergency management skills.
Grigsby said he learned those skills at UIU
and during graduate school.

“Handling an emergency is the easy part of
these jobs,” Grigsby noted. “It’s the other
things that get in the way.” He noted
knowing how government works may be
one of the most important skills an
emergency manager can possess.
Budgeting primarily comes from the local,
state and federal governments, so knowing
how that system works can be invaluable.

Smith noted that while the only way to
really learn how to work within the
political system is experience, the
knowledge of how to get the funding and
other necessary resources will be
invaluable for anyone in emergency and
disaster management. “People are going to
be needed who have the skills to work
with other people.”

Grigsby said at one point in his education
he took a class on taxation and found it to
be one of the more valuable classes of his
career. Having a better grasp on where the
money came from and how it was doled
out helped him understand the budgeting
process.

“Emergency preparedness is a growing
field,” noted Grigsby, who is also currently
serving as acting assistant city administrator
over operation for the city of Roanoke.

“It’s becoming more of a singular field.”
Many cities across the country, including
Roanoke, are using emergency planners to
oversee emergency response departments.
Most counties and states already have
emergency management planners. Smith
said every county in Illinois currently has a
staff member to oversee emergency
management. At times, the sheriff or fire
chief may take control, but there is still a
person in place to oversee the operation of
any emergency situations.

Filling a need
UIU officials hope these programs will help
meet the changing needs of the American
workforce. The Health Services Administration
and Emergency and Disaster Management
programs have been implemented, and
each has a few students. Now comes the

task of letting others know. Both Hunt and
Czajkowski said marketing the programs
has been a major task this year.

Information about the HSA program was
sent to health care facilities in the areas
surrounding all of the Extended University
centers as well as to UIU’s two-year
partners. They are hoping to draw in
people who already have health care skills
but would like that extra help a bachelor’s
degree would provide. Hunt said a typical
transfer student with an associate’s degree
would likely complete the program in two
to two and a half years.

Czajkowski is doing similar work to
promote the EDM program. They are still
working on recruiting some faculty, but she
has been in talks with Ellen Gordon,
associate director for executive education
programs at the Center for Homeland
Defense and Security, Naval Postgraduate
School. Czajkowski said UIU officials are
hoping to recruit some members of the
naval school to teach in the EDM program
as well as gain access for students to the
Department of Homeland Defense and
Security Library.

As the EDM program stands now, it will
likely be a hybrid between on-line and on-
campus classes. Both the EDM and HSA
programs are available through the
Extended University. For more information
on these or any other programs Upper
Iowa offers, call 1-800-553-4150.

“People are going
to be needed who
have the skills to
work with other

people.”
Larry Smith (’76)
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alumni, and it allows the children and
grandchildren of alumni to learn more
about the school and help them make an
informed decision when it comes time to
pick their college.

The UIU Legacy Program involves periodic
gifts from Upper Iowa, as well as other
mailings, as a way of staying in touch with
alumni and their children. This is a great
opportunity for children of alumni to build a
relationship with UIU, during their college
search and the years leading to that time.
Upper Iowa would like alumni and legacies
to view this as a lifelong relationship, and
not just a college decision.

UIU Legacy Program enrollment is available
to any children and/or grandchildren of
alumni from birth to 18 years of age. It is

simply a great way for UIU to stay in
contact with alumni and their children and
to continue to develop a relationship that
may lead to second- and third-generation
UIU alumni. 

Though the program is in its infant stages,
we would like to see it grow to provide
events for legacies and special campus visits
for these future Peacocks. As enrollment
grows, so likely will the opportunities.

So keep an eye on the UIU Web site and
future mailings for more information about
this exciting program and how to enroll
your future Peacocks.  You can also call
Joe Moses at 563-425-5374 or email
him at mosesj@uiu.edu to enroll your
future Peacock.  Joe will either send
or email you an enrollment form.  

Future
Flock
Members

Do you have a child, grandchild or
other young relative you’d like to
see join the flock some day? You

can get them started early through Upper
Iowa University’s new Legacy Program.

The Legacy Program encourages children
of alumni to consider attending UIU and
also to think of Upper Iowa as “their
school,” and not just “Mom and Dad’s
school.” It helps the University build a
lifelong, lasting relationship with future

Fayette store hours: Monday - Friday, 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Online hours: 24/7

• Diploma Frames  • Hats  • Jackets  • Sweatshirts  • Athletic apparel

Shop the Logo Store for UIU gifts and gear!
www.uiu.edu/logostore
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HOMECOMING 2005

2005 Alumni Awards Recipients of the 2005 Alumni Awards
were, from left, Matt Cowley (’00), Young Alumni Award; Michael Daniels (’78),
Alumni Award for Professional Accomplishment; and Pam Whitmore (’65),
Alumni Award for Community Service.

Class of ’55

Frieda (Thielman) Davis

Class of ’85

Hall of Fame banquet
Mike Eischeid (’63) and Jim Day (’67)
enjoy the Hall of Fame Banquet during
Homecoming weekend.

          



Bridge Winter 2006 15

Andres Center Guests gather in the lobby of the new Andres Center during the dedication ceremony.

Upper Iowa University Athletic Hall of Fame 2005 inductees are,
from left, Dick Ingvall (’73), Alan Martindale (’73), Dick Wold (’66)
and John Tierney (’60).

Class of ’65

Royalty
Homecoming King Ralph Acosta and Queen Chrissy
Johnson wave to onlookers during the Homecoming
parade in downtown Fayette.

Retired Vice President for Student Services Braulic
“Cabby” Caballero (’56) and retired Assistant
Professor of Education Pam Whitmore (’65) enjoy the
tailgate party during UIU’s Homecoming weekend.

Ribbon cutting
Dr. Alan Walker, front center, and Betty (Follett) Andres (’46), with scissors,
are joined by friends and family for a ribbon-cutting ceremony for the
Andres Center for Business and Education Homecoming weekend.
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Students come from all over to
attend Upper Iowa University.
Some live in Fayette at the

residential campus. Others stay with
families and work and take classes on-line
or at one of the many centers. Still others
earn their degrees traveling the world while
serving our country in the armed forces.

Just as varied as where UIU students come
from is where they settle. We have alumni
all over the world. Regardless of how far
we travel, it’s nice to gather with old
friends and remember our days as proud
Peacocks.

The Alumni Office would like to give you
that chance with receptions in a variety of
locations throughout the country.

Alumni in the Rocky Mountain region
can gather in Denver on Sunday, Jan. 15,
2006, at 11 a.m. for lunch at Marlow’s. The
restaurant at the corner of 16th and
Glenarm on the 16th Street Mall is in the
historic downtown section of the city. UIU’s
president, Dr. Alan Walker, is scheduled to
attend the luncheon.

On Monday, Feb. 6, Peacocks
in the West Coast region can
meet the President and
members of the Board of
Trustees during an after-hours
reception at the Sheraton San
Diego Hotel & Marina, West
Tower, Coronado A at 1380
Harbor Island Drive in San Diego. Heavy
hors d’oeuvres, soda and water will be
served and a cash bar will be available.

Alumni in the Minnesota area will have a
chance to warm up on March 1 with a
reception in the Minneapolis area. The
place is yet to be determined, but the event
will include an after-hours reception
followed by a baseball game at the Metro
Dome. The game will start at 9:45 p.m.,
and tickets can be obtained from the Metro
Dome.

For those who have flocked to our nation’s
capital, March 19 is the date to mark on
your calendars. Brunch will be served in
the Roof Terrace Restaurant at
Washington, D.C.’s, Kennedy Center from

1-3 p.m. that day. There are also 25 tickets
available for the 3:30 p.m. performance of
Shear Madness at a cost of $28.98 per
person. Fifteen of these tickets must be
sold by Feb. 15 to keep this discounted
price. If not, money will be refunded to
those who have purchased tickets. The
show is a whodunit that lets the audience
solve the crime. To help travelers, a
Kennedy Center shuttle bus runs every 15
minutes from the Foggy Bottom metro stop.

Anyone interested in attending these
receptions should contact Cindy Carpenter
at 800-553-4150, extension 6, then option
1, to make reservations or reserve tickets.
Information about other receptions will be
released at a later date.

Alumni Receptions
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Madison Center learners
explore Wisconsin’s ice
age history
Nine students in Alan Capelle’s Local
Field Science class spent Aug. 13, 2005,
exploring Wisconsin’s Pleistocene Ice Age
history on an optional field trip through the
Kettle Moraine State Forest. The group
ended at the Lake Michigan shoreline
north of Kaukana at the Two Creeks Buried
Forest. The purpose of the trip was to
directly observe and study major units of
the Ice Age National Scientific Reserve, a
part of the U.S. National Park System.

The highlight of the day trip was observing
forest remains that were more than 13,000
years old at the Two Creeks Buried Forest
on the Lake Michigan shoreline. A few
students have gone beyond the course to
team up with Capelle, Madison Center
coordinator, to work with the Wisconsin
Department of Natural Resources, who has
funds available for educational display of
this nationally renowned site at Two Creeks.

“We are very excited to be asked by the
Department of Natural Resources to assist
in the development of this state natural
area, and surrounding area,” Capelle said.
“It is a one-of-a-kind resource of national
significance.”

UIU offers free classes
to students affected by
hurricane
In an effort to help students displaced by
Hurricane Katrina, including UIU’s Jackson
Barracks Center, Upper Iowa University has
joined forces with more than 100 on-line
colleges in an effort to help those students
continue their education.

UIU joined the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation
(Sloan-C) at www.sloansemester.org.
Sloan-C is a project that will allow students
affected by Hurricane Katrina to continue
their education at another institution
without having to transfer from their
current college or university.

There are no tuition costs or fees to any
students originally scheduled to attend the
fall 2005 semester at one of the colleges
closed down due to Hurricane Katrina. All
on-line course offering have been donated
by the schools, including UIU.

In addition to the Sloan-C project, UIU
offered a one-time tuition reduction of
25% to affected students who enrolled at
any of the school’s centers or
correspondence courses. The University
also offered the first 10 men and 10
women who transferred from affected
schools to the Fayette campus the chance
to attend this academic year for only the
price of room and board.

UIU celebrates 2005
Hispanic Heritage Month
A variety of events highlighted the 2005
Hispanic Heritage Month at Upper Iowa.

On Sept. 22, Dr. Roland Vazquez,
assistant professor of social science and
anthropology, read Samson Garcia,
Traveling Photographer, by Spanish
author Camilo Jose Cela at the Fayette
Community Library. On Sept. 30, Francesc
de Paula Soler, “The Poet of the Guitar,”
performed a concert at the Fayette Opera
House in honor of the 400th anniversary of
Don Quixote by Miguel de Cervantes.

The Mariachi and other traditional Mexican
music highlighted a performance by Las

Guitarras de Mexico on Oct. 4 in the
Chauncey P. Colegrove Auditorium on the
Fayette campus. Rounding out the events
was a showing of Walter Salles’ award-
winning Brazilian film Central Station on
Oct. 11. The film discusses life and poverty
in Rio de Janeiro.

Constitution Day efforts
draw attention
The U.S. Department of Education
recognized Upper Iowa University for its
efforts in the Constitution Day observance.
UIU was cited as an example because of
the “interesting and fun activities” it
included in its celebration.

Activities included students and employees
who marched in the UIU Homecoming
parade wearing patriotic clothes and
handed out candy and flags and quiz
questions about the Constitution broadcast
during the football game, both in the
stadium and over the radio.

There was a reenactment of the signing of
the Constitution before the football game;
displays and posters throughout campus;
an essay contest for students; informational
e-mails sent to Online students; and
contests at various center locations.

Couple gives $50,000
to UIU
Dr. Harry J. (’76) and Carolyn Maue
gave $50,000 to be used for the lobby of
the new Andres Center for Business and
Education on the Fayette campus. UIU
President Dr. Alan Walker announced
during the building’s dedication that the
lobby would be named The Dr. Harry J.
Maue and Carolyn K. Maue Lobby.

Dr. Maue is chairman and CEO of Stuart
Maue Mitchell & James, Ltd., one of the
nation’s oldest and most prestigious legal
auditing firms. He earned his B.A. from the
UIU External Degree program in 1976,
then went on to earn a B.S. from the
University of Alabama, an MBA from
Southern Illinois University, a JD from the
University of San Gabriel College of Law, a
PhD from St. Louis University and an LLM
from the University of Leicester.
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Maue has served on UIU’s Board of Trustees
since 1998, currently serving as chairperson
of the Extended University Committee.

The couple resides in Chesterfield, Mo., a
suburb of St. Louis.

Students’ photo exhibit
features rural subjects
Rural Subjects, an exhibit of more than 40
black-and-white photographs by a select
group of UIU photography students, was
displayed Oct. 29-Dec. 12 in the Edgar Fine
Arts Gallery on the Fayette campus.

The exhibit includes photos of a variety of
subjects, including rural settings, old
buildings, farm equipment, small-town life
and cemeteries. The purpose of the exhibit
is to document rural subjects in a
historical context in a way that reveals their
fading beauty.

Student photographers included T.J.
Beavers, Jill Boese, Zach Collins,
Melissa Davidson, Tabatha Gonder,
Kelsey Kapler, Andrea McShane,
Cassandra Miller, Tera Myers,
Andrew Smith, Ted Tollefson and
Carlo Vottola.

UIU honors veterans
More than 50 members of the Upper Iowa
community, including faculty, staff, students
and guests, gathered at the Reflective Tribute
veterans’ memorial on the Fayette campus on
Nov. 11 in honor of Veterans’ Day.

Pr ide o f  the
Peacocks

As part of the celebration, UIU President Dr.
Alan Walker played Taps from a location
behind nearby trees, a haunting tribute to the
fallen soldiers. Walker is a member of the
group Bugles Across America.

Also during the event, members of the
military were recognized, and a wreath was
laid on the monument. 

Students prepare for UIU
at Peacock Camp 2005
About 25 students gathered at Beulahland
Aug. 18-19, 2005, in an effort to get
acquainted with Upper Iowa and what it
means to be a Peacock.

Peacock Camp, an annual summer tradition,
is a way for new and returning students to
meet new friends, learn the history and

traditions of UIU and discover the joys of
being a member of the flock. Students spend
the night and participate in games that
encourage team building, mix with students
and faculty and eat great food.

Computer lab renovation
at Des Moines Center
complete
Upper Iowa University-Des Moines Center is
pleased to announce that the renovation and

Constitution Day Essay Contest
Winning Essay

WHY THE U.S. CONSTITUTION 
IS IMPORTANT ME?
SFC RICHARD H. LAMONICA
Anniston, Ala.
External Degree learner

On September 11, 2001, while deployed to the desert of Kuwait, my country was
attacked. The attackers were not from an enemy state but of an organization we all now
know as Al Qaeida. Returning home that December I felt a wave of emotions. You see I
grew up in Jersey City, N.J., and the view from my front porch included the World Trade
Center. It was a sight I looked at each day for the first 23 years of my life until I became
a soldier. It now was taken from me. I let anger build up inside me while my brothers
in arms went to war in Afghanistan and then in Iraq. My unit was waiting to go, and
finally on July 26, 2003, we got our orders. I felt a rush of excitement envelope me, it
was awesome. I then found myself in Iraq on Sept 1, 2003, until September 20, 2004,
pondering the same question you pose to me here. I would sit and write in my journal
the things I was doing and why. Daily missions were easy because I knew why I was
there and what needed to be done. Back in 2001 when our nation was attacked by a
group of sheep led by a coward, it was not because we did something to them, it was
because we are a free country. 

When my soldiers would ask me why we were fighting there, I would tell them it is so
our families will not have to fight at home and so we can defend those who cannot
defend themselves. They are now drafting their constitution based off of ours. That
speaks volumes to the validity of ours. Our Constitution sets forth the freedoms of all
Americans. I feel honored to serve my country and defend those freedoms on a daily
basis. I only wish that as a country we would be grateful for all the freedom we have
instead of creating arguments out of what we want. 

When I leave this great land and travel to nations who do not possess such freedoms, I
look up to the heavens and thank our founding fathers for having the foresight of
creating such a document that enabled us to have such rewards as freedom. 

                              



University’s Blackhawk Center, will have her
senior project published in RDH (Registered
Dental Hygienist) Magazine.

Stone’s senior project, “Improving Oral
Care in the Dependent Adult Population,”
will appear in the magazine in either
February or March of 2006.

Stone, a registered dental hygienist, has
been in the dental industry for more than
20 years. She was a dental assistant for 13
years, including five years in the U.S. Navy.
She received an associate’s degree in dental
hygiene in 1997 from Madison Area
Technical College in Madison, Wis. She
enrolled at UIU in the fall of 2005 in order
to earn her bachelor’s degree so she can
teach others to be dental hygienists. She is
set to graduate in February.

In addition to working in a dental office 30
hours per week, Stone started her own
business, Oral Health Concepts, in February
of 2005. Stone provides in-service training to
healthcare workers regarding adequate oral
care for the dependent adult population.

Stone and her husband, Jay, have two
children, Ashley, 15, and Spencer, 10.
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upgrade of its computer laboratory is now
complete.  As technology continues to grow
and expand, Upper Iowa University maintains
its commitment to provide our student body
with the ability to remain competitive in an
ever-changing world. Students now have
access to new Dell computers that include
flat panel adjustable monitors that are
installed on new computer workstations. The
new lab is also equipped to accommodate
handicapped students.

Instructors who have classes in the labs are
able to completely integrate visuals with the
use of a desktop-type overhead. This gives the
instructor the ability to show material directly
from a book, the overhead or from the
computer itself, through the LCD projector to
the large screen. Both labs are equipped with
ceiling-mounting LCD projectors.

Many thanks to all the Des Moines Center
staff members who provided extra “helping
hands” to assemble desks, chairs, adjustable
monitor arms and all the finishing touches. 

Registration begins for
IEXL classes
The Upper Iowa University External Degree
Program has announced the classes
scheduled for the 2006 Institute for
Experiential Learning. The one-week courses
will be offered on the Fayette campus.
Classes on the schedule this year include
Microeconomic Principals and Social Welfare
Programs and Policies June 5-9. There is a
prerequisite for the Social Welfare Programs
and Policies class of PSY 190 or SOC 110.

June 12-16 classes will include Critical
Thinking and Digital Photographs and
Editing. In order to take the critical
thinking course, students must have taken
ENG 102 and have a junior standing.
Students must supply their own camera,
memory card and batteries for the digital

photography class, and they should be
familiar with the equipment.

For more information on the program or
to enroll, contact the External Degree
Program at 1-888-877-3742 or e-mail
them at extdegree@uiu.edu.

Family Weekend judged
a success

Sixty-seven prospective students and their
families gathered on the UIU Fayette campus
Oct. 29-30, 2005, for Family Weekend.

Officials hosted a variety of fun events for
the attendees, including a chance to see the
Peacock grapplers in a wrestle-off and the
football team pick up a win over North
Western Oklahoma State.

UIU artists presented their work in the fine
arts building, while University clubs and
organizations showed what they are all about
during a university fair at the recently finished
Andres Center for Business and Education.

The night ended with a steak and shrimp
dinner and performances by magician Nathan
Allen, the UIU Choir and the Drama Club.

Members of the planning committee included
chair Louise Scott, Mike Powicki, Gail
Moorman-Behrens, Tom Parish, Joel
Seda, Daryl Grove, Lea DeLuca, Kari
Solheim, Jill Christofferson, Lisa
Decker, Joe Moses, Manzoor
Murshed and Erik Olson.

Blackhawk
Center
student to
be published
Angela Stone, a
psychology student at
Upper Iowa

Alpha Nu Omega helps
community
In October 2005, members of Alpha Nu
Omega fraternity and some of their pledges
raked leaves for Fayette resident Margaret
Henry as a community service project. 
Mrs. Henry’s trees left plenty of work for the
young men. Those helping with the project
included, from left, Jose Zapata, Likaki
Malaki, Brendan West, Fred Robby, Mrs.
Henry, Andre Peoples and Joseph Pena.

                      



After graduation, Day served in the U.S.
Navy as a pilot during the Vietnam War. Day
is now a distinguished insurance executive,
establishing himself as an icon in the field.
Although the couple now lives in Arizona,
Day has always remained an outstanding
supporter of UIU athletics.

“Today marks an important turning point in
the future of UIU athletics,” Cloud said.
“The sincere dedication and commitment
of Jim and Judy Day epitomizes the kind of
commitment that is necessary to succeed in
today’s society. They will never know what
this means to the future of student-athletes,
coaches and alumni who are UIU
supporters. We are truly honored to accept
this bequest and pledge that it will be used
to enhance our athletics program that
means so much to Jim and Judy.”

Munger promoted to
head
assistant
wrestling
coach
Larry Munger, an
assistant coach with the
Peacock wrestling team

for eight years, was promoted to head
assistant coach for the 2005-06 season.

Munger joined UIU after a 26-year career
coaching at the high school level. He
coached more than 35 state qualifiers in
the Iowa State Wrestling Championships.

As a wrestler, Munger won an Iowa State
Championship at Algona High School in
1966. He was a member of two National
Championship teams and placed second in
the Big Eight while competing at Iowa State
University.

Nielsen
named to
Academic
All-District
First Team
Upper Iowa University junior Luke
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Peacock Ath le t ics

UIU Athletics to receive
$2.5 million bequest

Jim and Judy Day have announced their
intention to make a bequest of more than
$2.5 million to the UIU Department of
Intercollegiate Athletics.

“Judy and I do this with absolute
commitment because of the direction
Director of Athletics Gil Cloud has taken
Upper Iowa athletics,” said Day, a member
of the University’s Board of Trustees. “We
both believe in the University because of
his efforts and those of President Alan
Walker. President Walker will lead this
university forward in the years to come.”

Day is a 1967 graduate of UIU, a four-year
football letter winner and a member of the
Upper Iowa Athletics Hall of Fame. He
credits his former UIU football coach,
Everett “Eb” Eischeid, with changing the
direction of his life. Mike Eischeid ’63, the
son of the late coach, and Day remain close
friends as the former Peacock teammates
serve together on the UIU Board of Trustees.

“Jim and Judy Day have set a wonderful
example for all UIU alums of what it means to
give back to the institution and to society,” Dr.
Walker said. “They continue the momentum
started by the Andres and so many others
over the years. Their generous support will
help ensure the Upper Iowa legacy of
changing the lives of young men and women
continues for generations to come.”

Nielsen was named to the ESPN The
Magazine Academic All-District VII College
Division Football First Team.

Nielsen, a graduate of St. Ansgar High
School in St. Ansgar, Iowa, will now
represent the district on the national
academic All-American ballot.

Nielsen moved to the offensive line this
year after playing his first two years at
Upper Iowa as a defensive lineman. He is a
member of the Independent Football
Alliance All-Academic Team and was
honored as an Upper Iowa Athletic
Department Student Scholar. Nielsen is
majoring in English.

To be eligible for selection to the Academic
All-District Team and the Academic All-
American Team, a student-athlete must have
reached sophomore academic and athletic
standing, be a starter or key reserve and
possess at least a 3.20 cumulative grade
point average (on a 4.0 scale). District VII
College Division includes NCAA Division II,
NCAA Division III and NAIA schools in
Colorado, Iowa, Kansas, Missouri,
Montana, Nebraska, North Dakota, South
Dakota and Wyoming, as well as Alberta
and Saskatchewan in Canada.

Peacock softball named
NFCA All-Academic team
The Upper Iowa softball team was honored
as a National Fastpitch Coaches Association
All-Academic Team after earning a
cumulative 3.366 grade point average
during the 2004-05 academic year.

The Peacocks had the 11th highest GPA
among all NCAA Division II softball programs.

Upper Iowa accepted
into CHAMPS/Life Skills
Program
Upper Iowa University was one of 34
institutions and conference offices accepted
into the 2006 NCAA CHAMPS/Life Skills
Program.

                               



The recruiting class is strengthened with the
addition of three transfers. Jase Clark
(LaPorte City, Iowa) transfers to Upper Iowa
from the University of Iowa with four years
of eligibility remaining. Ben McCready
(Elgin, Iowa), son of former UIU head
coach Mike McCready, arrives from
Loras. McCready will redshirt in 2005-06
and have three years of eligibility remaining.
Nicolas Hanna (LaPorte City, Iowa) was at
Northern Iowa last year, but did not compete
for the Panthers wrestling team.

Top 15 Non-Division I Recruiting Classes
1. Dana
2. Iowa Central JC
3. Nebraska-Omaha
4. Lindenwood
5. Central Oklahoma
6. Minnesota State University
7. UW-LaCrosse
8. Labette CC
9. Nebraska-Kearney
10. Upper Iowa
11. Fort Hays State
12. MSU-Northern
13. Ashland
14. Mercyhurst
15. Johnson & Wales

Upper Iowa volleyball
receives national
academic award
The Upper Iowa University volleyball
program was honored by the American
Volleyball Coaches Association by receiving
the Game Plan/AVCA Team Academic Award
for the 2004-05 season. Upper Iowa was
one of only 26 NCAA Division II programs
to receive the award.

The award, initiated in the 1992-93
academic year, honors college and high
school teams that displayed excellence in
the classroom by maintaining at least a
3.30 cumulative team grade point average
on a 4.0 scale during the school year.

The Challenging Athletes’ Minds for
Personal Success program is committed to
the complete development of student-
athletes. The program involves
commitments to academic excellence,
athletic excellence, personal development,
career development and service to the
campus and surrounding communities.
There are orientation and continuing
education conferences hosted on an annual
basis to promote the development of the
student-athlete. Various resources are
available through the program, which is
individualized to meet the needs of each
institution, to help develop, promote and
enhance its efforts.

A member of the Peacock athletic
department will attend the 2006
CHAMPS/Life Skills Orientation Conference
in Phoenix, Ariz., in February.

UIU wrestling recruiting
class ranked 10th
For the second year in a row, the Upper Iowa
University wrestling team has its recruiting
class ranked in the top 10 in the nation. The
2005-06 incoming group is ranked as the
10th best non-Division I recruiting class in
the nation in the Sept. 15 issue of Wrestling
USA Magazine. This comes on the heels of
last year’s seventh-ranked class.

Four state champions highlight the Peacocks’
class–Iowa champions Travis Eggers
(Monona, Iowa/MFL Mar-Mac HS), Brett
Hakeman (LaPorte City, Iowa/Union HS)
and Mitch Norton (Waverly, Iowa/Nashua-
Plainfield HS), and Maryland champion
Nick Willey (Elkton, Md./Elkton HS).

Three other incoming freshmen were state
place winners. Fred Selleck (Carson City,
Mich./Carson City-Crystal HS) was a
Michigan state runner-up, Derek
Stolarzyk (Stewartville, Minn./Stewartville
HS) was fifth in Minnesota and Cody
Goble (Wyoming, Iowa/Midland HS)
placed eighth in Iowa.
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Ten Upper Iowa football
players honored for
academics
Ten Upper Iowa University football players
were named to the 2005 Independent
Football Alliance All-Academic Team. 

To be eligible, student-athletes must have
reached sophomore academic status, spent
at least one year at the institution and
maintained a minimum 3.2 cumulative
grade point average.

Four Peacocks were named to the First
Team: junior offensive lineman Luke
Nielsen (St. Ansgar, Iowa), an English
major; junior offensive lineman Jon
Johnson (Rock Rapids, Iowa), an
elementary education major; sophomore
quarterback Jay Lehman (Epworth,
Iowa), a physical education major; and
sophomore linebacker Allen Conrad
(Sheboygan, Wis.), an undecided major.

Six Upper Iowa student-athletes were
named to the Second Team: junior
offensive lineman Andrew Smith
(Montezuma, Iowa), a criminology major;
sophomore offensive lineman Anthony
Giovanetti (Green Bay, Wis.), a fitness
major; sophomore tight end Mitch Einck
(Waukon, Iowa), an undecided major;
senior offensive lineman Mike
Augustine (Ottumwa, Iowa), a science
major; senior defensive lineman J.J.
Novotny (Tama, Iowa), a physical
education major; and sophomore defensive
lineman Daniel Hernandez (Boca
Raton, Fla.), a criminology major.

The Independent Football Alliance is an
association of 10 NCAA Division II
independent institutions consisting of Central
State University, Chowan College, Lincoln
University, University of Missouri-Rolla, North
Greenville College, Oklahoma Panhandle
State University, Saint Joseph’s College, Tiffin
University, Upper Iowa University and
Western New Mexico University.
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Peacock grapplers join
with USDA to help kids
The Upper Iowa wrestling program has
partnered with the United States Department
of Agriculture to teach area youth to “Eat
Smart. Play Hard,” a campaign to promote
the importance of eating healthy and being
physically active. The USDA teamed with Dan
Gable, wrestling great and member of the
President’s Council on Physical Fitness and
Sports; the National Athletic Trainers’
Association; and the National Wrestling
Coaches Association to create this promotion.

As wrestling encourages sound nutrition
and fitness, the USDA is exploring many
partnering efforts with wrestling and some
of its child nutrition programs, including
school breakfast, school lunch and
summer feeding. One of the first efforts has
been to create a poster initiative that gives
colleges and high school athletic
associations the opportunity to promote
wrestling and its values as part of a healthy
lifestyle with children in elementary and
secondary schools as well as summer food
service sites throughout the country.

A poster featuring the Peacock wrestling
program will be distributed by the Iowa
Department of Education to elementary and
secondary schools and summer feeding
sites. The USDA’s Food and Nutrition Service
will arrange visits to schools and summer
sites for Peacock wrestlers and coaches to
talk with children about the importance of
proper nutrition and exercise.

Six Peacocks earn 
All-IFA honors
Six Upper Iowa University football players
were named to the All-Independent
Football Alliance Team. The Peacocks were
honored with four first team selections,
one second team choice and one
honorable mention pick.

Three of the first team selections were on
the offensive side of the ball. Senior Aaron
Maar (Stuart, Fla./Martin County HS) was

named a first team offensive lineman. The 
6-6, 305-pound tackle started all 11 games
for the Peacocks this season. He graded out
at 92 percent and recorded 15 pancakes.
Maar was a four-year starter for UIU.

Senior Gary Glasby, Jr. (St. Louis,
Mo./Lindbergh HS) was named a first team
wide receiver and an honorable mention
return specialist. He was second on the
team with 41 receptions and 496 receiving
yards. Glasby caught three touchdown
passes and had three games of at least 100
yards receiving. He also carried the ball 15
times for 71 yards and a score. As a return
specialist, Glasby returned 21 kickoffs for
489 yards, including a season-long 49-yard
return at South Dakota. He finished his
two-year UIU career with 55 receptions for
628 yards and three touchdowns, and
added 126 rushing attempts for 552 yards
and seven scores.

Despite missing the final four games of the
season due to injury, sophomore T.C.
Hicks (Immokalee, Fla./Immokalee HS)
earned first team running back honors.
Hicks led the team with 152 rushing
attempts, 659 yards and six rushing
touchdowns. He had three 100-yard rushing
games and one 99-yard effort. Hicks has
rushed for 1,070 yards in his two-year
Peacock career.

On defense, sophomore Adam Kirksey
(Charles City, Iowa/Charles City HS) was
named a first team defensive lineman. The
6-4, 280-pound defensive tackle finished
second on the team with 87 total tackles and
11 tackles for loss. He also broke up two

passes and recovered a fumble. Kirksey had
two double-digit tackle performances,
including 16 stops against Northwestern
Oklahoma State. In that game, he also
blocked a potential game-tying extra point to
preserve a Peacock victory in the second
overtime of a 30-29 win.

Fellow defensive lineman Duran Major
(Miami, Fla./American HS) represented
Upper Iowa on the second team. His sack
total is the highest for a Peacock in a single
year since 2000. He finished with 46 total
tackles. Major registered a season-high
nine tackles, including 3.5 tackles for loss
and 1.5 sacks, against Minnesota Duluth.
He finished his four-year UIU career with
92 total tackles, 27.5 tackles for loss, 14
sacks and seven forced fumbles.

Sophomore Dwayne Croker
(Immokalee, Fla./Immokalee HS) earned
honorable mention wide receiver
recognition. His 61 receptions place him
fifth on the school’s all-time list for
receptions in a season. Croker had more
than 100 yards receiving in two games and
caught at least four passes in nine contests
this year. He also added his name to the
Peacock record book following his
performance at South Dakota, which tied
him for second place for receptions in a
game. Croker was also an honorable
mention return specialist after returning 15
kickoffs for 350 yards, including a long
return of 50 yards.

Upper Iowa finished the 2005 season with
a 3-8 record, marking the most wins for
the Peacocks since the 2001 campaign.

The Independent Football Alliance is an
association of 10 NCAA Division II
independent institutions consisting of Central
State University, Chowan College, Lincoln
University, University of Missouri-Rolla, North
Greenville College, Oklahoma Panhandle
State University, Saint Joseph’s College, Tiffin
University, Upper Iowa University and
Western New Mexico University.
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PEACOCK
PERFORMERS

Women’s Soccer
The Upper Iowa women’s soccer team had its
most successful season ever in 2005.  Head

coach Chad Leonard
became the program’s
winningest coach in
leading the team to an
11-6-2 record. Two
freshmen were among
the Division II leaders
in scoring. Sam
White (Muskegon,
Mich.) was the top
freshman goal scorer in
the nation, and
shattered the school
record for goals (24)
and points (59) in a
season. Overall, she
was ranked in the top
five in the country for
goals and points per
game. Jennifer Lee

(Kenosha, Wis.) led the country in assists,
finishing with 20 this year. Elicia Munns
(White Bear Lake,
Minn.) wrapped up
her career as the
program’s all-time
leading scorer. Munns
scored 15 goals in
2005, giving her 39 in
her four-year Peacock
career. Senior
Christina Johnson
(Coon Rapids, Minn.)
set the school record
for career matches
played and started. She
started all 73 matches
during her time at UIU.
Sophomore goalkeeper
Sarah Hiatt (North
Platte, Neb.) set Upper
Iowa records for wins
(11), goals against average (1.55) and save
percentage (.834) in a season in 2005. She is
already the career leader in all three categories.

Golf
Freshman twin sisters Rachael and
Rochelle Schmidt
(Elk River, Minn.)
helped the Upper Iowa
women’s golf team to a
successful fall season.
The Peacocks won two
tournaments–Northern
State Invitational and the
Oaks in Hayfield
Invitational. Rachael
was the individual
medalist at three
tournaments and placed
in the top five a total of
six times. Rochelle won the Winona State
Invitational and added two runner-up finishes.
Rochelle and Rachael finished second and
third, respectively, at the Northern Sun
Conference Tournament. Sophomore Nichole
Franzen (West Union, Iowa) earned a pair of
top-five finishes, and
sophomore Lindsey
Holien (Ossian, Iowa)
placed third at the
Northern State Invite.
On the men’s side,
freshman Josh Wells
(River Falls, Wis.)
would have earned all-
conference honors
with a sixth-place
showing at the NSIC
Tournament. Because
UIU was not an official
member of the
Northern Sun
Conference, Wells could
not officially earn the
honor. 

Volleyball
The 2005 Peacock
volleyball team tied the
1997 club for most
wins in a season by
winning 11 matches.
Senior Amy
Josephsen (Anita,
Iowa) finished her career second in all-time
blocks (241) and sixth in career kills

(514). Sophomore
Krista Ubersox
(Shullsburg, Wis.)
broke her own school
record with 1,100
assists in 2005. She is
the Peacock career
leader with 2,104
assists in just two
years. Junior
Michelle
Truszkowski
(Lansing, Ill.) became
the school’s career
leader in kills.  She
has 697 in her career
after recording 340
this season. With 603
digs in 2005, junior
Stephanie
Horstman (Lewisburg, Ohio) set the
single-season and career dig records.

Football
Sophomore wide
receiver Dwayne
Croker (Immokalee,
Fla.) caught 61 passes
for 720 yards and five
touchdowns this season for the Peacock
football team. He is now fifth in school
history for receptions in a season. His 12
receptions against nationally-ranked South
Dakota placed him
second in the Peacock
record book for
receptions in a game.
Fellow sophomore
T.C. Hicks
(Immokalee, Fla.)
placed his name in the
UIU record book with
198 yards rushing at
Waldorf. That is the
sixth-best single-game
rushing total in school
history. Senior Duran
Major (Miami, Fla.) was ranked among the
nation’s leaders in sacks and tackles for loss
all season. He finished the year with 17.5
tackles for loss and seven sacks, giving him
14 sacks in his career.
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Leota (Morgan) Didier (’43), Dubois,
Wyo., left, Margaret (Arthur) Nesset
(’43) and Jared Nesset (’42), both
of Alamogordo, N.M., took their
copy of The Bridge horseback
riding on Didier’s ranch near
Dubois. The Nessets say they have
fond memories of their days at

Upper Iowa, having decided to get
married while sitting on the steps
of the old gymnasium. After Jared
served in the U.S. Navy for four
years during World War II, he
attended graduate school in
Chicago and earned a doctorate.
Because of their love of the great
outdoors, the couple became full-
time cattle ranchers in Wyoming.
They are now retired and living in
New Mexico, making frequent trips
to Wyoming. Jared writes a weekly
column for the local newspaper,
the Alamogordo Daily News.

Phyllis (Emhoff) Levitt (’43),
Sheffield, Iowa, joined Althea
“Alphonse” (Clingman) Lenz (’97),
Masonville, Iowa, as the only
alumni to meet for the annual
alumni lunch in Waverly, Iowa, on
Aug. 18, 2005. They found the
dining room at the Red Fox Inn
closed, but the group still plans to
meet there again on Aug. 17, 2006,
for the annual meeting.

Dr. and Mrs. Robert Gildner (’44),
Albuquerque, N.M., celebrated
their 58th wedding anniversary on
Aug. 21, 2005.

Twins Raymond Kuehl (’46), Cedar
Falls, Iowa, and Ralph “Dick” Kuehl
(’47), Cedar Rapids, Iowa, were
contacted by one of their teachers
at Elkport High School, Myrtle
DeGood, who lives in Cedar
Rapids. DeGood remembered the
twins from her teaching days and
invited them for a visit in July.

Louis Raether (’47), Fenton, Mo.,
took his copy of The Bridge with
him on a trip to the Canadian
Rockies.

Ralph Muscatell (’50), Windsor,
Calif., continues to play in the
Golden State Accordion Club Band
in the San Francisco Bay area and
Sacramento area. The group
played at the Cotati Accordion
Festival Aug. 27-28, 2005.

Eugene S. Sandor (’54), Marietta,
Ga., was elected to serve as chief
governance officer of hemophilia
on Georgia’s Board of Directors.

Roger (’55) and Connie (’89)
Halvorson, Marquette, Iowa, own
and operate Eagles Landing Bed &
Breakfast and Winery in Marquette.
The B&B, located on the banks of
the Mississippi River, is touted as a
bird-watchers’ paradise.

Shirley
(Adams) (’56)
and Robert
(’60) Clark,
Columbia, Mo.,
celebrated
their 50th
wedding

anniversary with a family reunion.
They were married Oct. 7, 1955, at
First Christian Church in Ames,

Class Notes

“Take us with you!”
Where in the world will we find 
The Bridge next? Take The
Bridge with you on your travels
and send us a photo of you
with your Bridge by a
distinguishing sign or
landmark. Your photos will
appear in upcoming editions in
the Class Notes section.

Send original photos to:
The Bridge
Upper Iowa University
Alumni Center
P.O. Box 1857
Fayette, IA  52142

Or email high resolution (300+
dpi) JPEG or TIFF images to:
alumni@uiu.edu.

Tips for great Class
Notes photos:
To ensure that your Class Note photos
reproduce at highest quality, please
follow these guidelines:

n Original photos – that clearly show 
faces (and a distinguishing landmark
for “Take Us With You” photos) work
best.  We will scan your original 
photo–producing a high resolution 
digital image–and return it to you 
after The Bridge goes to print.

n Digital images – can be emailed to 
alumni@uiu.edu, but MUST be high 
resolution—at least 300+ dpi, 
attachment size above 300KB. Use 
your digital camera’s “publication” 
(or highest resolution) setting when
you take the photo.

n Printed copies of digital photos – 
generally do not reproduce well 
unless the image was initially taken 
at high resolution and printed on 
high quality photo paper; otherwise, 
the scanned image turns out grainy. 
Your better bet is to email the high 
resolution digital image or mail an 
original photo.
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Iowa. The couple has two children,
Marshelle Clark of Columbia, Mo.,
and Craig Clark and wife Ainsley of
Woodbury, Minn. They also have 
two grandchildren.

Lorenz Behrens (’59), Long Grove,
Iowa, was elected as a trustee for
the Herbert Hoover Presidential
Library in West Branch during the
board’s October 2005 annual
meeting.

Steve Drewes (’64), West Union,
Iowa, retired from North Fayette
Middle School in 2005 after 41
years of teaching and coaching.
His wife, Olivia, retired after more
than 30 years of offering in-home
day care for children. The couple
also celebrated their 40th wedding
anniversary July 10, 2005. They
were married July 10, 1965, at
Zion Lutheran Church in West
Union, Iowa.

Gay Bowden (’65) and Fran Bowden
(’67), both of West Union, Iowa,
were honored by faculty members
at North Fayette schools with an
early morning breakfast on May 25,
2005. Gay was recognized for
completing his 40th year of
teaching, and Fran was wished
good luck as she transferred to the
middle school.

Harve Rosenthal (’66), Tamarac,
Fla., has been in the hospitality
industry for 39 years. He is
currently the general manager for
Hilton Palm Beach Airport and
director of a hotel in South Padre
Island, Texas. He has three grown
sons, an attorney, an IT engineer
and an actor in New York.

Nancy (Lewis) Helle (’68), Vinton,
Iowa, took a trip over the summer
to Sault Ste. Marie, Mich., through
Nova Scotia, and ending in
Elsworth, Maine, in September.

Ted Rogers (’69), Center Point,
Iowa, was honored Sept. 2, 2005,
when the football field at Center
Point-Urbana High School was
officially renamed Rogers Field.
Former players came from all over
the country to honor the coach
who has led CPU to more than 200
wins, 15 playoffs and a state
championship. CPU won the game
that night as well, 24-21 over
Williamsburg.

Rick Ullom (’69), Chester, Iowa,
retired after 34 years of teaching
science and business, including
three years in Faribault, Minn., and
31 years at Turkey Valley
Community Schools in Jackson
Junction, Iowa. Rick and his wife,
Jane, have two children.

Karen Tharaldson (’69), Oelwein,
Iowa, traveled to New Zealand to
visit her nephew in April 2005. She
had her photo taken by the flag in
the backyard of his home, which
overlooks the town of Cable Bay
and the water of Doubtless Bay.
Tharaldson is
now in the
“Land of
Retirement”
after teaching
for many years
in the Oelwein
school system,
including
special
education,
elementary and
middle school.

Dave Barclay (’72) joined the Upper
Iowa University coaching staff as
tight ends coach for the Peacocks’
football team. Dave and his wife,
Barb (Symons) (’72), live in
Arlington, Iowa, and have two sons.

Joan C. Nielson (’73), Sioux City,
Iowa, has been named interim
department chair of the Education
Department at Morningside
College in Sioux City.

Dick Ingvall (’73) Cedar Rapids,
Iowa, retired from coaching
wrestling after the 2005 season. He
had 324 career dual wins while
coaching at Gilmore City-Bradgate,
LaPorte City and Union. 

Cheryl Berendt Christensen (’75) and
husband Russ, Cape Coral, Fla.,
celebrated their 30th wedding
anniversary July 12, 2005. They are
the proud grandparents of Chase, 2,
and Chloe Ann, born Oct. 1, 2005.
Cheryl continues to teach at Pelican
Elementary School in Cape Coral,
Fla. This is her 20th year there.

Bob Meyer (’62), Center Point, Iowa, far right, and Ted Rogers (’69),
Center Point, second from right, join, from left, Adam Hildebrandt (’05),
Hiawatha, Iowa; Justin Nosbisch (’04), Cedar Rapids, Iowa; Mary Beth
(Bunn) Maloney (’01), Cedar Rapids; Todd Hines (’91), Center Point; John
Rothlisberger (’82), Urbana, Iowa; and Diana (Cumberland) Lamphier
(’74), Urbana, as teachers at Center Point-Urbana Community School.
Bobby Morden (’04), Hiawatha, also teaches at the school but couldn’t
make the photo. Meyer retired from the district in 2002.

Are YOU looking for a job?
We can help!  Contact the Career
Services office at careers@uiu.edu
or call 563-425-5208 to speak with
Karla Gavin, Director of Career
Services.  Visit our web site at
www.uiu.edu/career for additional
resources.
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Merlin E. (’76)
and Lynne (’76)
Sebastian,
Geneseo, Ill.,
visited Kyoto,
Japan, in
August 2005.
They had their
photo taken at
the Golden

Pavillion, or Kinkakuji. Merlin retired
after 38 years as a systems analyst
for Deere and Company. He now
works with a contract company on
the Tandem Computer at the Rock
Island Arsenal. The couple enjoys
traveling as much as possible.

Greg and Debbie Erenberger (’78),
Walford, Iowa, celebrated their
25th wedding anniversary in Cabo
San Lucas with their two
daughters, Kylee and Kelsey, and
Greg’s sister and her family.

Jann
(Schellhammer)
Henkes (’78),
Apple Valley,
Minn., took her
copy of The
Bridge to the
shores of Lake
Superior when

she and her husband, Bob, and
eight other couples traveled from
their homes in the Twin Cities to
Grand Marais, Minn., in their
Corvettes. The nine Corvettes
ranged from Jann’s classic 1975 to
a 2005. Jann and Bob are looking
forward to retirement at their
“snowbird” home in New Port
Richey, Fla.

Don R. Bloore (’79), Mishawaka,
Ind., took his Bridge on a recent
trip to Fairbanks, Alaska, where he
stopped for a minute to pose on
the trail dog sled which four-time
champion Susan Butcher used to
win the Iditarod Sled Dog Race.
Bloore used his degree from UIU to
advance into management with

Amoco Oil Company, from the field
locations to corporate office and
on to managing a distribution
center in Granger, Ind. He retired in
1999 at the age of 54.

John Rothlisberger (’82), Urbana,
Iowa, is the superintendent at
Turkey Valley schools.

J. Michael Wheatley (’85),
Leonardtown, Md., established
MHC Orthotics and Prosthetics in
1985. He is married and has five
children. He is certified by the
American Board of Certification as
a prosthetist, Board of Orthotist/
Prosthetist Certification as a
prosthetist and orthotist and Board
for Certification in Pedorthics.
Wheatley is a licensed prosthetist,
orthotist and pedorthist affiliated
with St. Mary’s Hospital and
Calvert Memorial Hospital. He has
been published in numerous trade
publications and is a popular
lecturer.

Susan (Guider) Holmes Roberts
(’86), Ankeny, Iowa, has worked at
Holmes Murphy & Associates in
West Des Moines, Iowa, an
employee benefit/property and
casualty insurance agency, since
1999. She was recently promoted
to client service executive, a new
position at HMA, because of her
history of excellent customer
service to employer groups on
their employee benefit programs.
Susie and her husband, Ted, have
one son, Tyler.

Susan (Shaver)
Davis (’86), Des
Moines, Iowa, has
been named partner
with McGladrey &
Pullen, LLP, and
managing director

with RSM McGladrey, Inc. In her
time as a certified public
accountant, Davis has developed an
expertise in the areas of nonprofit
accounting and real estate entities,
including residential and commercial
properties and developers. Davis is
a CPA licensed in Iowa, Texas,
Missouri, Alabama and Arizona. She
is a member of the American
Institute of Certified Public
Accountants, the Iowa Society of
Certified Public Accountants and
various other professional
organizations. She is also a board
member for the Des Moines
Symphony’s Orchestra Board.

Glenda Davis (’87), Delhi, Iowa, took
her copy of The Bridge with her on
a recent trip to Edinburgh,
Scotland.

Scott Hildebrandt (’88), Norwalk,
Iowa, is the curator/horticulture
technician for the City of Des
Moines Greenwood Park Rose
Garden. Hildebrandt is also vice
president of the Midwest Regional
Hosta Society, vice president of the
Russ O’Harra Hosta Society, a
master judge in the American
Hosta Society and an Iowa master
gardener.

Roger (’55) and Connie (’89)
Halvorson, Marquette, Iowa, own
and operate Eagles Landing Bed &
Breakfast and Winery in Marquette.
The B&B, located on the banks of
the Mississippi River, is touted as a
bird-watchers’ paradise.

Byron Jarrett (’90), Des Moines,
Iowa, received
the Central Iowa
Activist Award
from the Des
Moines Business
Record and
Drake University.
After leaving UIU,
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Jarrett transferred to Los Angeles
Pierce College for a year and then
to Iowa Wesleyan where he
graduated in 1994 with a BA in
criminal justice with a heavy
emphasis in sociology. Jarrett is
the co-chief executive officer of
Solid Foundations, Inc., a social
service agency that provides
services to families in need,
including counseling, skill
development, tracking and
monitoring, psychosocio
evaluations and more. Jarrett and
his wife, Bridgett, have three
children, Byron Jr., 6, Adrianna, 3,
and Alexia, 7 months.

Lt. Col. Kevin Gerdes (’93),
Mahtomedi, Minn., works on
building a “bridge” with Iraqi
construction workers at Camp Taji,
Iraq. Prior to deployment in Iraq, he
served as the recruiting and
retention commander for the
Minnesota Army National Guard
and was named commander of the
1st Battalion 151st Field Artillery in
October 2003. His battalion was
placed on alert in May 2004, and
most of his battalion has been
assigned to the Baghdad area in
support of Operation Iraqi Freedom
since the fall of 2004. As a Garrison
Commander for Camp Taji, Iraq, he
is serving as the base “mayor” who
coordinates base support and
infrastructure planning for more
than 12,000 coalition soldiers and
civilians. He has completed one
year of a two-year master’s of
strategic studies program from the
U.S. Army War College in Carlisle,
Penn. He looks forward to
returning home to his family in
early 2006. 

Linda S. Hoeffner (’95),
Salina, Kan., assumed
the duties as the
deputy garrison
commander of the U.S.
Army Garrison at Fort
Riley, Kan., in April 2005. 

Nancy Everman (’96, ’99), Postville,
Iowa, is the Dubuque County
Extension director. She also serves
on a three-state nonprofit training
initiative, Women in Ag Team for
Northeast Iowa, and with many
urban and rural programs in
Dubuque County.

Andrew Oberbreckling (’96) and his
wife, Marcy, Mechanicsville, Iowa,
welcomed their first child, Brighton
Robert, on May 27, 2005.

Philip B. Gale (’97), Dulles, Va., is
serving in the U.S. Embassy in
Almaty, Kazakhstan as an
administrative support officer. He
and his wife, Sue Gin, enjoy golfing
in the summer and alpine skiing in
the nearby mountains in the winter.

Pamela Dugan (’97), Waterloo,
Iowa, is a social worker/case
manager for the Department of
Human Services. She works with
consumers who are mentally
retarded, mentally ill, developmentally
disabled or brain injured. She and
her husband, Jason, have two
sons, Charlie, 3, and Jack, 8
months.

Daniel McCollum (’98), Eland, Wis.,
has been assistant dean at the
University of Wisconsin-Marshfield/
Wood County for three and a half
years. He is also the lead senator
for the UW Colleges Faculty
Senate. McCollum teaches
psychology and has joined the
faculty of Western International
University as an adjunct member
teaching organizational design and
behavior. McCollum’s son is
teaching in Alaska, and his daughter
is a junior at UW-Platteville.

Brad Mattear (’95), West Des
Moines, Iowa, left, and Aaron O.
Buffardi (’98), Norwalk, Conn.,
recently reached the summit of
Whiteface Mountain, the fifth-

highest peak in the Adirondacks,
home of the 1932 and 1980
Olympic games at Lake Placid, N.Y.
Buffardi has completed his
master’s degree in physical therapy
and is practicing in a private clinic
in Stamford/Greenwich, Conn.

Ray Zeran (’95),
Coon Rapids,
Minn., took his
copy of The
Bridge to work
with him as he
installed lights in
the upper part of
the north

rotunda of the Minneapolis/St. Paul
International Airport during the
facility’s expansion project in the
winter of 2004-2005. Zeran, a
member of the International
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers
Local No. 292 in Minneapolis,
works with Premier Electrical Corp.
He said there are 104 lights in the
area where he was working “and a
Peacock installed them all.”

Richard Sankot (’98) and Carla
Shippy (’98) Belle Plaine, Iowa,
were married Sept. 28, 2002, and
welcomed Isabelle Marie on May 2,
2005. Richard is a manager for
Marquart Concrete Products in
Marshalltown, and Carla works as
a production support specialist for
Aegon in Cedar Rapids.

Phyllis (Emhoff) Levitt, (’43)
Sheffield, Iowa, joined Althea
“Alphonse” (Clingman) Lenz (’97),
Masonville, Iowa, as the only
alumni to meet for the annual
alumni lunch in Waverly, Iowa, on
Aug. 18, 2005. They found the
dining room at the Red Fox Inn
closed, but the group still plans to
meet there again on Aug. 17, 2006,
for the annual meeting.

Rusty Feldman
(’92) and his
wife Connie,
Marshalltown,
Iowa, took a trip
to Ireland in July
2005. Rusty and
fellow alumnus
Neil Wilkinson
(’99) went to the
Old Jameson Distillery in Dublin,
and Connie and Rusty went to the
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Guinness Factory, also in Dublin.
During the trip Connie also went
on the Ring of Carey tour in
Killarny. After graduation Rusty did
an internship with Life Investors
and Aegon in the sales field, which
turned into a full-time job. He has
been a sales producer in the life,
health, DI, annuity and securities
field, as well as regional recruiter
for Life Investors in the eastern
region based out of Columbus,
Ohio. He is now back in Iowa,
selling and recruiting for himself,
building an agency of 20 agents.
Rusty and Connie have been
married for 10 years and have two
daughters, Ciara, 5, and Kyra, 2.

Neil Wilkinson
(’99) and wife
Heidi, Oelwein,
Iowa, went to
Dublin, Ireland,
in July 2005. Neil
is a chartered
financial

consultant with Financial Decisions
Group in Oelwein, while Heidi
works as an x-ray technician at
Mercy Hospital, Oelwein.

Ryan (’99) and Loretta Dougan
recently returned to Iowa after
spending time in Colorado Springs,
Colo. They now live in Cedar Falls,
Iowa, where Ryan is a graduate
student. The couple has four
children, Alexis, 7; Peyton, 3;
Rebekah, 16 months; and Noah
who was born on June 27, 2005.

Lisa McDonald (’00), Muncie, Ind.,
was promoted to associate head
coach of the women’s basketball
program at Ball State University.
She is in her fifth season with the
program and has coached during
the team’s two most successful
seasons on record. McDonald
earned her master’s degree from
Austin Peay in 2001.

Tia Shaffer (’00), Arlington, Iowa, is
teaching full time at Independence
Middle School. 

Sherrie Suckow (’02) West Union,
Iowa, became director of Rainbow

Land Children’s Center in Fayette
on Aug. 8, 2005. Sherrie and her
husband, Bill, have four children,
Samantha, Blake, Bill and Casey.

Garion Styles and Aundrea Mootz
(both ’02), Dubuque, Iowa, were
married on April 30, 2005. They
met at UIU. They are planning to
move to St. Louis in 2006 where
Aundrea will attend SLU.

Lisa Netwal and Vernon “Joshua”
Robbins (both ’02), Florence, Ariz.,
were married May 29, 2005, in
Phoenix, Ariz.

Gloria Ann Baker (’03) Antigo, Wis.,
was a program assistant for
probation and parole in the
Wisconsin Department of
Corrections. After graduation, she
was promoted to social worker
with the Wisconsin Prison System,
and was recently transferred to a
probation and parole agent
position.

Billie (Hunt) Cowley (’03), Fayette,
Iowa, is a special needs teacher
with North Fayette Middle School.
She previously taught two years at
South Winneshiek schools in
Calmar, Iowa.

Todd
Hutchings
(’03), Fort
Lewis, Wash.,
reads his
copy of The
Bridge in the
middle of
southern
Afghanistan
near
Kandahar.

Janelle (Fedeler)
Soppe (’04),
West Union,
Iowa, married
Travis Soppe in
June 2005 and
now works as
the External
Degree assistant for Upper Iowa
University.

Paulette Bradley (’04), Camp
Douglas, Wis., with the Juneau
County Economic Development

Corporation, Camp Douglas, was
awarded a Wisconsin state
agricultural and development
grant by Gov. Jim Doyle. Bradley
received $36,500 to create a
statewide network of organic
livestock producers working with
organic grain producers.

Jesus Wilson (’04), Lexington, Va.,
has been named the head assistant
wrestling coach at Virginia Military
Institute, a Division I school. He and
his wife, Yamila Randich (’03), have
a daughter, Yalisa.

Rochelle Rich (’05), left, is insight
integration manager for Resort Park
Sales and Services and Disney
Event Group while Rebecca P.
Morgan (’05) is the insight
integration manager for Disney’s
All-Star and Pop Country Resorts.
Both women live in Orlando, Fla.
“We may work for the mouse and
live near the ‘magic’ but earning our
MBA degrees from UIU has been
like a ride on ‘It’s a Small World!’”
The women say their experiences at
UIU gave them a different
perspective they can now provide
to their employers. “I guess you
could say that part of Upper Iowa
University is now being infused into
the happiest place on earth!” They
are shown at The Magic Kingdom
Park at The Walt Disney World
Resort at Lake Buena Vista, Fla.

Mark Beerends (’05), San Antonio,
Texas, married Sarah McKlveen on
June 25, 2005, in their hometown
of Prairie City, Iowa. After spending
a week on their honeymoon in
Arkansas, they arrived at their
home in San Antonio. Mark works
as a substitute teacher for the
Alamo Heights Independent
School District while Sarah is a
member of the 323d MEDCOM
Band stationed out of Fort Sam
Houston. 

                                              



Bridge Winter 2006 29

Facu l ty  and
Staf f  Notes

Dr. Ed Ogle, senior vice president for the
Residential University, took first place in the
master’s division of the International Log
Rolling Association competition in Minneapolis,
Minn. Ogle, who is a member of the IRLA
Board, is a fourth-generation log roller and
hopes to teach the sport to others.

Dale Reich, an American history instructor at
the Elkhorn, Wis., and Blackhawk centers,
spent the summer running in each of
Wisconsin’s 72 counties as a way to show his
support of the American troops serving
oversees. Reich, a Vietnam veteran, ran one
mile in each county.

Dr. Thomas Scanlan Parish, associate
professor of psychology, was named to Who’s
Who in American Education 2005-2006.

Christine Pavesic, English instructor at the
Blackhawk and Elkhorn centers, has published
Ray Hicks and the Jack Tales: A Study of
Appalachian History, Culture, and Philosophy.
The book discusses folktales and the oral
tradition through Ray Hicks, a prominent
Appalachian native recorder of the tales. 

Sioux Patashnik-Maurer, instructor of
English and ESL, is three-fourths of the way to
her PhD in education from Capella University in
Minneapolis. Her dissertation is on critical
thinking and different learning styles of
different ethnicities, cultures and sexes. She
also recently attended a colloquium in
Minneapolis and will attend a five-day
conference in Chicago in May.

Dr. Nick Serra, associate professor of
English, attended the inaugural of the North
East of England Celtic Studies Symposium at the
University of Sunderland in the United Kingdom.
He presented a paper entitled “Rhyme, Reason
and Ritual: Resurrecting the Yeatsian Corpus” at
the group’s third annual interdisciplinary Irish
Studies conference Nov. 11-13. 

John Siblik, assistant professor of art, recently
showed “Cosmos Circus,” a show consisting of
34 works on paper and wood, at the Lewis Art
Gallery at Millsaps College in Jackson, Miss.
Siblik describes the works as “about
relationships, starting with the individual and
moving out in concentric rings to the greater
community.” The show received good reviews,
including one from a professor of classical
studies who recommended the show to his
fellow faculty teaching any subject relating to the
ancient world. He cited the shows subjects of
cosmology, mythology and human relations to
creation.

Dr. Kata McCarville, assistant professor of
geosciences, has been awarded a research grant

from the Doris and Samuel P. Welles Fund at the
University of California at Berkeley. The grant
will defray her expenses to visit the University of
California Museum of Paleontology and view
fossil bird specimens from Fossil Lake, Ore. The
project allows McCarville to expand on work she
began in her dissertation on avian paleontology
of Fossil Lake, an area widely known as an
important site for fossil birds. About 70 species
of birds have been identified in the deposit,
including three found by McCarville–a Baird’s
sandpiper, a wood thrush and a junco. The
project will allow McCarville to stay current with
what is happening in her field of expertise and
to better apply that knowledge to the classroom.
McCarville teaches classes in geology, soils,
hydrology, conservation and ornithology and is
coordinating the development and expansion of
the environmental science program at UIU.

Dr. Richard A. Barker, associate professor of
management, will have an article, “The Nature of
Leadership,” included in an edited book,
Leadership Perspectives. The book will be
published by Ashgate Publishing Limited in April
2006. The article, originally published in
Human Relations in 2001, incorporates a
unique perspective on leadership which must be
addressed by all serious leadership scholars and
has become a standard by which to measure
development of leadership theory. Also, Barker’s
paper “Pointing the Finger at Leadership” has
been accepted for presentation at the MBAA
annual conference in Chicago in March.

                              



I n  Memor iam

If you know of alumni, faculty, staff or friends who have
passed away and you would like to share this news with our
readers, please contact The Bridge. Death announcements
must be accompanied by a memorial service program or
newspaper obituary to be printed in this publication.
To make a contribution in memory of a classmate, friend or
relative, please send your gift to:

Upper Iowa University
Attn:  Sue Felder, Alumni Center
P.O. Box 1857
Fayette, IA  52142
Or call 1-800-553-4150, option 6

From Acorns to Oaks:
Future Funding at UIU
Whether on a golf course, a college campus or the grounds of a stately
mansion, large trees rising out of green lawns adorn the landscape and
create a place of beauty. Birds nest in the branches, and the shade blesses
those who stand below.  The right tree in the right place is delightful!

At Upper Iowa University, we think a bequest is a lot like trees.  They rise
above the green grass of annual giving and adorn the financial landscape
with added beauty.

Just as an oak tree produces acorns each year, a bequest toward an
endowed scholarship would provide an annual scholarship to nourish
some facet of financial need.  In this case, an endowed scholarship will
provide money to assist with educational costs.

And, like a giant oak tree nourished by love and tender care, our
endowment funds continue to grow as we invest to increase both
appreciation and income.

Endowment bequest trees produce and grow, and they endure.  Since only
the income (all or part) is spent each year to meet the purpose of the
endowment, the rest remains intact. This is why we use the term “in
perpetuity” when we talk about our endowments. Like a protected oak or
redwood, they last.

Would you like to know more about starting a scholarship endowment
from your bequest at Upper Iowa University? The brochure “Techniques
for Planning a Successful Will” is available and ready to send you. Use the
response form below to request this no-obligation information, or call
our toll-free number at 800-553-4150, option 6/1.
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Alumni:
Edna (Van Sickle) Witter ’18, Sept. 5, 2005, Sarasota, Fla.
Gerald R. Prescott ’24, Nov. 20, 2005, Tampa, Fla.
Marian (Van Horn) Hungerford ’25, Dec. 3, 2004, Cedar Rapids, Iowa
Dorothea (Orr) McLeese ’28, Feb. 9, 2005, Harpers Ferry, Iowa
Col. Eugene A. Carter ’39, June 21, 2005, North Palm Beach, Fla.
Mary (McGrew) Sproul ’44, May 29, 2005, Fullerton, Calif.
Victor Hoth ’49, June 2, 2005, Lansing, Iowa
Robert L. Clark ’49, Oct. 26, 2005, Traer, Iowa
Janet L. Sykes ’54, Oct. 18, 2005, Maynard, Iowa
Marjorie M. McSweeny ’55, Sept. 15, 2005, Oelwein, Iowa
Irma Dorothy Miller ’59, May 16, 2005, Richland, Wash.
Amy (Alverson) Topp ’61, April 1, 2005, Waverly, Iowa
Aldora (Loftsgard) Anderson ’61, July 26, 2005, Owatonna, Minn.
John R. Fay ’61, Sept. 6, 2005, Quasqueton, Iowa
Ulah (Ward) Chapman ’66, Oct. 1, 2005, Arlington, Iowa
Michael J. Crahan ’67, Oct. 25, 2005, Des Moines, Iowa
Dwayne W. Uptegraph ’69, July 16, 2005, Dubuque, Iowa
Carol (Thede) Shogren ’69, June 14, 2005, Cedar Rapids, Iowa
Sarah “Sally” (Rathert) Whittle ’70, June 7, 2005, Elkader, Iowa
Joseph W. Stevens ’82, May 22, 2005, Marissa, Ill.
Dr. Mildred Louise Kimbrough ’82, Aug. 6, 2005, Smyrna, Ga.
O. Marie Robinson ’83, July 17, 2005, Cedar Falls, Iowa
George H. Peters ’87, July 3, 2004, Waterloo, Iowa
Timothy Charles Rohwedder ’90, July 24, 2005, Cedar Falls, Iowa
William R. Nelson ’93, Aug. 10, 2005, Urbandale, Iowa
Annette (Helt) Mizener ’97, Dec. 2004, Waukesha, Wis.
Brad A. Friedly ’98, Oct. 18, 2005, Cedar Falls, Iowa
Charles W. “Bill” Woods, Aug. 28, 2005, Cedar Rapids, Iowa
W. Scott Beasley, Dec. 26, 2004, Reno, Nev.

Faculty and Staff
Brooke (Bixby) Kerns, Director of Athletic Training Education at 
Upper Iowa University, Aug. 3, 2005, Oelwein, Iowa

Young S. Kim, Ph.D., Online Professor, Sept. 15, 2005, Snoqualmie, Wash.

PLEASE COMPLETE AND MAIL THIS FORM
Dear Friends at Upper Iowa University:

q Please send me (us) your free brochure 
“Techniques for Planning a Successful Will.”

q Please contact me (us) about a personal visit.

The best time to call me (us) is:

___________________________________________

Name(s):____________________________________

Address:_____________________________________

City:____________________ State:___ Zip:__________

Phone Number:________________________________

Mail this form to:
Cindy Carpenter, Director of Planned Giving
Upper Iowa University
P. O. Box 1857
Fayette, IA  52142

                        



corporate partners at its learning centers
and distance education programs.  

Rick Eftink, one of UIU’s recruiter/
transfer advisors, worked with Baker to
develop a program that fits Kum and Go’s
specific objectives and needs. As part of the
agreement, UIU also designed a tuition
billing procedure that meshes with Kum
and Go’s tuition reimbursement policy,
providing a seamless process for Kum and
Go employees.

“We are very encouraged with the results
so far. The program allows our full-time
employees to earn their degrees at Upper
Iowa University while still working and
spending time with their families,” Baker
said. “Our employees can only benefit from
this opportunity to advance their educations
… and Kum and Go benefits as well.”

For more information about Kum and Go,
contact Jean Baker at jyb@kumandgo.com.
For more information about corporate
partnerships with Upper Iowa University,
contact Rick Eftink at eftinkr@uiu.edu or
at 800-603-3756.
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Upper Iowa University, a pioneer
in off-campus outreach
programs, has joined forces

with Kum and Go, one of the nation’s
largest convenience store chains with
humble beginnings as a family business in
Hampton, Iowa, to help the company
prepare for the demands of the 21st
Century.

When he looked at the past and future
growth of the company, CEO Kyle J. Krause
realized Kum and Go needed to pursue a
more highly educated workforce. To
address this issue, Jean Baker, director of
education and development, revised the
company’s tuition reimbursement program
and eligibility requirements.  

The next step was to locate a school that
would meet the needs of the organization.
It needed to be an accredited, “one-stop-
shop.” It needed to offer associate’s,
bachelor’s and master’s degrees. On-line
programs were also a requirement,
because of the geographically dispersed
workforce. Finally, Kum and Go, L.C., was
looking for an educational institution that

had a strong history of excellence that was
affordable and flexible. That’s where Upper
Iowa University came in. 

The variety of locations, along with
correspondence and on-line programs,
appealed to the company. Kum and Go
officials also liked the number of available
programs, including master’s degrees in
business administration and public
administration with several areas of
emphasis.  

UIU’s mix of quality academics with
reasonable tuition also was an important
consideration for Kum and Go.
Accreditation by The Higher Learning
Commission and membership in the North
Central Association were also attractive to
Kum and Go, as did the University’s several
other accreditations and affiliations.

Working with Kum and Go fits well with
UIU’s initiatives with the corporate
community. UIU already provides on-site
courses at a number of corporate facilities.
Other corporate relationships involve
special tuition pricing for employees of its

Kum and Go Turns to Upper Iowa University to
Provide Education Services

Recognizing Our Outstanding Alumni

Do you know a UIU grad who exemplifies what it means to
be a Peacock? Someone who has truly taken the Peacock
blue and white to heart, who embodies the values and

spirit of Upper Iowa months, years, even decades after leaving the
classrooms and playing fields behind?

Upper Iowa wants their names. We are seeking nominations for
the annual Upper Iowa University Alumni Awards and the Athletic
Hall of Fame.

Alumni Awards are given based on service to the University,
professional accomplishment or community service. To nominate
a person, include their name, class year, degree, address,
occupation and employer. Also include a letter of recommendation
along with your name and contact information. Finally, indicate
which award you are nominating the alumni for, Service to Upper
Iowa University, Professional Accomplishment, Community Service
or Young Alumni. The qualifications for the Young Alumni award
are the same as the others, but the person must be a recent

graduate of any UIU location and must be 32 years old or younger.

Nominations for the Athletic Hall of Fame should include the
nominee’s name, phone number and address, if applicable, as well
as information about the person’s sporting history. Nominees
should have received a varsity letter or been a varsity coach at
UIU, or made a significant contribution as an outstanding coach or
player at Upper Iowa or through a distinguished career in athletics
as a coach, office athletic administrator or participant. Candidates
are not eligible until 10 years after completing their careers at
Upper Iowa and should have good standing in their communities.
The award may be given posthumously.

Forms for these nominations can be found on the UIU Web site at
www.uiu.edu. The Alumni awards are found under the alumni
link, and the Hall of Fame forms are found under the athletics
link. Nomination forms can also be mailed to the Alumni Office or
Athletics Office. Nominations are due by April 30, 2006, to allow
committees time to choose the best candidates.
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The post office charges Upper Iowa University 70 cents for each change of address returned to us. You can help us
eliminate unnecessary expenses by informing us of your new address before you move. Parents, if your son or
daughter no longer maintains a permanent address at home, please notify the UIU Alumni Center of the correct mailing
address. Call 1-800-553-4150 x 6, or email alumni@uiu.edu. THANK YOU!

Keeping UIU Safe
Upper Iowa University security officer Bernie Scroggins patrols one of the
Fayette campus parking lots, ticketing a car for parking in the wrong area.
Scroggins and the other security officers help keep the campus secure.

    


