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From the President

I

am very pleased to have this opportunity to extend a
greeting and well wishes for the New Year to all Upper
Iowa University alumni, faculty, staff, students and friends
in this first publication of The Bridge since my arrival to UIU.
When I made my first visit to UIU, it didn’t take long for me to
realize that this is an ascending institution where a president
can have personal relationships at all levels of the academy,
which is exactly what I discovered students find attractive about
UIU. It didn’t take long for me to be impressed with the support
and dedication that I saw in the Board of Trustees and in the
senior leadership at the University. It didn’t take long for me to
be impressed by the high caliber of the faculty, staff and
students. There is a sense of pride, vision and optimism here.
Upper Iowa University is an institution on the move.
As I learned about the history and culture of this institution, it
became clear Upper Iowa University has always been a leader
among its peers. Being first, innovative and setting a standard
others emulate is its legacy, and I would expect no less from an
institution that has produced some of the finest leaders in
business and public service.
Upper Iowa University was one of the country’s first integrated
institutions of higher education in 1879 and enjoys Iowa’s most
diverse student population to this day. The University was one of
the first and relatively few in its day—especially among private/
independent colleges and universities—to engage in extension
activities in the 1920s. It also pioneered some of the first external
degree programs in the early 1970s. One of its distinguished
graduates, David Henderson, became the first speaker of the U.S.
House of Representatives from west of the Mississippi River.
Upper Iowa was also one of the first, and remains one of a few,
postsecondary institutions in the U.S. whose academic year is
organized into eight-week terms, with two courses per term.
In order for this university to build on this legacy in the coming
years, we will need to focus not just on what we do, but on how
well we do it. We can no longer afford to be a well-kept secret.
Those institutions that are successful in the future will be those
that represent value (high quality at affordable cost) and find ways
to be responsive to the needs of society while maintaining their
core values and principles. Those institutions that will be
successful in the future will be those that preserve, embrace and
celebrate a rich heritage, whose roots are strong, but who also
reach out and find new ways of providing education for its own
sake in this highly commoditized world we live in. If it sounds like
I’ve just described Upper Iowa University, you are right.

Dr. Walker is pictured with his wife, Debbie, daughter Emily,
his and Debbie’s parents and his sister

If we want to continue to grow and be successful at Upper Iowa
University, we will need to do several things:
■ We will need to continue to find new ways to bring a liberal
arts education to students under their terms (cost,
convenience) without compromising our standards.
■ We will need to be able to meet market demands for new
programs quickly (especially at the master’s level) while
incorporating quality and the unique strengths we bring into
the curriculum that reflects our liberal arts heritage.
■ We will need to behave as an employee-owned institution of
higher education.
■ We will need to constantly add value to all aspects of the
educational experience students have at Upper Iowa, from
residence hall life to online tech support.
■ We must leverage technology to help achieve our goals, whether
to improve service, efficiency, or communications, or to
enhance delivery and access to our programs and services.
■ And, perhaps most importantly, we must not be afraid to
look outside the norms as we presently know them. We must
not be afraid to ask bold new questions just as Elizabeth
Alexander did in 1854 when she asked why there could not
be a college right here in Fayette. Why not indeed.
Why can’t we have a robust and growing campus in Fayette for
which there is a waiting list to get in? Why can’t we achieve a
national reputation for the level of quality found in all that we do
as a recipient of the Malcolm Baldrige Award? Why can’t we
become one of the largest and most preferred providers of
higher education, recognized worldwide for its distinguished
faculty, and as a pioneer for innovative programs and processes?
Why not indeed. My challenge to you today is that we endeavor
to make this our legacy.
Let us begin that journey today.
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FLOCK
TALK
Responses to last edition:

T

here are teachers we remember
and others who are just a fuzzy
memory. At UIU I was fortunate
to have many memorable teachers. Without
diminishing the value of the others, two
that stand out the
most are Dr.
Charles B. Clark
and Miss Grace
Meyer.
Miss Meyer had
such a concern for
my future that she
gave me special
help with my
grammar. As a
result, I spent the
rest of my career
writing for a
living—contracts,
letters, and
numerous legal
documents. I hold my company’s record of
26 letters and memos in one day. Nearly all
Michigan school teachers are covered by
Delta Dental Plan of Michigan, and they
have in their possession a certificate of
coverage I wrote thanks to the help of Miss
Meyer. Irony?
Dr. Clark had a different effect on my life.
He taught me that the most important
aspect of learning was to question and
demand proof. An example is the time the
Attorney General was blocking legislation I
wanted. I examined his position and,
before the Senate Insurance Committee,

4

Bridge

Winter 2005

asked questions. Each question probed a
weakness in his position. Following my
testimony, the Committee passed the
legislation after six weeks of sitting on it.
The chairman of the committee, who later
became lieutenant governor, came to me
and said, “I love the way you get to the
heart of a matter.” That was really Dr. Clark
acting through me. In 25 years on that job
we tried numerous lawsuits and lobbied
numerous pieces of legislation and never
lost one. It wasn’t so hard—all I had to do
was remember what Dr. Clark had taught me.
While Miss Meyer and Dr. Clark have both
passed away, they will live on in my mind
and heart for as long as I live.
Chris Farougi, ’65
Haslett, Michigan

The Upper Iowa
professor who made
the most lasting
impression on me
was Dr. William
Wilcox. I attended
Upper Iowa from
1961-1965. I took
my Western Civilization class with Dr.
Wilcox as my professor. He made history
interesting. We were required to think and
participate in his class. Upon finishing the
class, I felt that I had acquired vast
knowledge on the subject that he taught.
After graduation, I went on to teach first
grade at West Union Elementary School for
3.5 years. In 1968, my husband, Mike

Shelton, and I were married at my home
church in Aurora, Iowa. At that time, Dr.
Wilcox was still teaching at Upper Iowa and
was also the pastor of my church, and
therefore he was the pastor who married us.
I was so pleased that Dr. Wilcox was involved
in such a memorable event in my life.
Not only did Dr. Wilcox bestow on me
academic knowledge, but he also provided
me with spiritual guidance. His life was a
positive example to all those around him.
Darlene (Martin) Shelton, ’65
Underwood, Iowa
Garry Kuhens (’63)

taught in Hawkeye,
Iowa, for quite some
time before
becoming the
principal at West
Union Elementary
School and
eventually was the
principal for West Union, Hawkeye and
Fayette.
He was instrumental in my life by “teaching”
me that education was important, and he
was able to create for me a sense of
wonderment and excitement about learning.
He also taught me that principals and
teachers can be kind people—people who
are there to help students excel in a variety
of ways—academically, socially and
developmentally.
Linda Hoopes
UIU Director of Admissions

UIU’s greatest
unsung heroes, in
my book, are
Wilson C. Gill
and Helen J.
Monserud.
Wilson Gill, dean
of men, told me to
go on to graduate
school and suggested the University of
Nebraska, which I later did to my own
success. I recall Helen Monserud’s little
cackle when she would say, “All men are
created equal, but some are more equal
than others.”
Gerald Koester ’58
Spencer, Iowa

I am an alum of
UIU, as both an
undergraduate
student, grad
student and former
employee. I am
currently the
special projects
coordinator in the
provost’s office at Georgia Perimeter
College, Atlanta, Georgia. On my first day
of employment there, I ran into a
professor at the entrance of the provost’s
suite. This professor happened to be Dr.
Ken Johnson, a former professor at UIU,
who had left after receiving his Ph.D. It
was very ironic, and we reflected on UIU.
He had been my English professor for the
bulk of my courses. In fact, his journalistic
writing course led me to pursue the
English degree that I obtained from UIU.
This degree was the foundation for my
future in higher education.
Helann M. Boudewyns ’92, ’99
Lawrenceville, Georgia

I remember that I had to attend summer
school in order to catch up with my class
because I had started during the winter
quarter. Since I was a custodian working
with Dell and Hank Stevens, I arrived late
one day for Dr. Ernst Naylor’s lecture.
When I walked into class he said, “Miss
Brandt, it was nice of you to honor us with

your presence
today.” As I seated
myself, he
continued. “Would
you please tell us
how the leaves of
the deciduous trees
change color each
fall? Be sure to
name the chemical and physical properties
affected and where these processes occur.”
I believe it took thirty minutes for me to
answer to his satisfaction these questions
and any others I failed to include. Needless
to say, I was NEVER late for his class again.
It also taught me to have my students
explain their actions rather then simply
saying, “I don’t know.”
Norma (Brandt) Stewart, ’54
Oelwein, Iowa

My two favorite
professors were
Grace Meyer and
Wilson C. Gill.
Among my minors
were English
literature and
history, so I had a
number of courses
with both professors. Both were excellent
teachers. What struck me as most
interesting about Professor Gill was the
competition among the students to do well
on his tests. I felt that most of his students
appreciated him so much that they wanted
to excel on the tests he administered.
Gene Sandor, ’54
Marietta, Georgia

On page 7 of the
summer 2004
edition of The
Bridge you asked
for responses
about a UIU prof
who made a
lasting impression.
My lasting
impression, lifelong lesson, came from
Mrs. Ester Liffring, JD/LLB, on the first
day of fall classes in Alexander-Dickman

Hall, 8:05 a.m., somewhere around 1961.
Mrs. Liffring (affectionately known as
“Mama Loo” to all business
administration students and other business
faculty), a very strict all-business prof, took
role and noted one student absent. She
then began to pontificate the day’s lesson.
Shortly into her presentation, the one
absentee student dragged himself in,
obviously having very recently arose out of
bed. Mama Loo stopped in mid sentence
and asked, “Are you so-and-so?” “Yes,”
was the reply. “Well, so-and-so,” said
Mama Loo, “do you have an alarm clock?”
“Yes,” was the reply. “Well, you be sure it
functions after this. I’m trying to prepare
you students to behave in the business
world, and businesses do not tolerate
tardiness, and neither do I. In fact, they
will fire you; but in here, if you are late
again, I’ll just flunk you.” Although I was
not the tardy student, that brief exchange
taught me all I ever needed to know about
being on time for Mama Loo, and any
subsequent employer.
I must have done fairly well in her classes,
as on graduation day she invited me, my
folks and girlfriend down to her home
(which was/is on the same street as Garbee
Hall, down close to Ott’s drive-in) for soft
drinks, coffee, cookies and a visit, at which
time she gifted me a nice blue plate with
Alexander-Dickman Hall on it. A very nice
ending to graduation day. She was truly a
class act, and I should have kept in contact
with her through grad school and my
career. Being a “mature” lady (I’d say in
her 60’s in the 1960’s), divorced, and to
have a law degree at that time in a “man’s
world” was truly an accomplishment for a
very accomplished woman. Upper Iowa
was very lucky to have her as faculty. I
think about her lots, and it is her caring
and guidance that gives me cause to donate
to UIU from time to time. Thank you for
allowing me to share the experience of the
best business administration prof I ever
had, including those of my MBA program.
Stuart Dunkel, ’64
Jefferson City, Missouri
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I felt Upper Iowa
was blessed by
some excellent
teachers who
could very well
have taught at any
state university.
Professor
Raymond
Deming,
Professor
Leonidas Lyons
and Georgia May
Cramer, assistant
in English, all
encouraged me to
work hard at my
studies and keep
an open mind
about others and
the world. Georgia
Cramer was
especially kind to
me, kept urging
me to keep on
writing poems and
short stories. She was blind or at least
nearly so, but she kept our attention and
taught us well.
My days at Upper Iowa were full of happy
memories. Best wishes to all at UIU,
Forrest “Frosty” G. Moore, ’39
Roseville, Minnesota

Remembering Two
Hall of Famers
Buried in small print on page 35 (In
Memoriam) of the most recent issue of The
Bridge (Summer 2004) are the names of
two distinguished Upper Iowans.
The names of Harry
(Sam) Turner (’48)

and Cecil Kelly (’55)
should not go
unrecognized for
their athletic skills
that put Upper Iowa
on the map. Both
men played football
for Doc Dorman.
Sam Turner was the
first-string
quarterback on the
conference
championship
teams of 1946 and 1947. Sam was named
All Conference for the same two years.
Cecil Kelly excelled in both football and
track. At one time, three Kelly brothers—
Willie (’50), Dale (’51) and Cecil (’55)—all
played on the same football team. All
together, four Kelly brothers played football
for Upper Iowa; Francis (’56) came a little
later. Cecil was the conference champ in
both the 100-yard dash and the 220-yard
dash. Cecil played halfback on the 1950
Doc Dorman football team along with
halfback George Richards (’51), quarterback
Dale Kelly, and fullback, Yours Truly.

I was thrilled to see teachers focused in the
last edition of The Bridge. The articles
were all poignant and heartwarming. I have
always been proud of my 42-year teaching
career, and I am equally proud to be a UIU
I think Sam and Cecil deserve more than a
alum. When I gave a copy of my book,
one-line entry in the obituary column.
From the Teacher’s Desk, to the
Herbert W. Laffoon, ’51
Henderson-Wilder library I wrote, “I
Carson, California
earned my degree to teach from UIU, and
they gave me the wings to fly.” Now, with
NOTE: Thanks, Herbert, for sharing
the building of the Andres Center for
your memories of these great Peacocks.
Business and Education, many more
generations will receive their wings, and
they too will fly.
I wanted to congratulate Dean Corson (’49)
Jacquie McTaggart ’64
for being inducted into the Iowa Baseball
Independence, Iowa
Coaches Hall of Fame (Class Notes,
Summer 2004). He was a teammate for the
Peacocks on the 1942 football team.
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By the way, I just saw the score of the Upper
Iowa/Drake game today on ESPN during the
Iowa/Purdue game. It is the first time I have
ever seen Upper Iowa mentioned on
national TV.
Go Peacocks!
Scott Beasley (attended 1942-43)
Reno, Nevada

NOTE: The Peacocks gave a great
showing in their contest with a
Division I opponent. The final score
favored Drake, 45-20. See page 34 for
more on this story.
In the previous edition, The Bridge
featured four teachers who taught in
unconventional settings (“The Courage to
Teach,” page 12). Here is another teacher
who began her career in an unusual
setting:
In 1944-45, I taught Japanese American
students at Heart Mountain Internment Center
near Cody, Wyoming. When many of the
restrictions were lifted at the end of WWII, the
residents began to leave the camp to go east
(fearing to return to the west coast at that time)
with only bus/train tickets and a few dollars.
The schools at Heart Mountain closed in
May of 1945. Another teacher and I were
approached by the chief of staff and asked if
we would stay to work in the hospital office
because the files were a mess. The hospital
was in dire circumstance for nurses aides. I
volunteered to work Friday nights and
Saturdays. I also supervised a group of
young recovering tubercular patients in an
exercise program.
After VJ Day, I returned to Iowa and was
hired to teach in Shelby, Iowa, where I met
my husband.
I recently accepted an invitation to an annual
gala dinner in Los Angeles sponsored by the
Japanese American National Museum. The
occasion is specifically in honor of educators
who taught at internment camps during WWII.
The final goal is to garner enough money to
build a national museum.
Ruth (Underwood) Herring, ’42
Broomfield, CO

First Things First
T

he first sentence is always the most
difficult to write. So much is riding
on it. It has to capture attention and
draw the reader in. It has to set the scene
for the rest of the work. It has to zip. That’s
a lot of pressure.

This edition of The Bridge brings you
stories of some of these young people for
whom college has opened up all kinds of
Robert and Elizabeth Alexander were the
new doors. A brave young man, who never
first permanent settlers in the area now
known as Fayette in 1849.
imagined himself to be “college material”
is the first in his family to work toward a
The idea of Upper Iowa University
degree. He wants to be a teacher—
originated with Elizabeth Alexander in
1854. When it came time for her
The very first anything is filled with both
someone his brother and sisters can look
younger
daughters to consider college,
uncertainty and promise. Part of the allure up to and respect. A student from UIU’s
the nearest Methodist school was nearly
of a beginning is that no one really knows Hong Kong Center writes about his first trip
a week’s journey by coach. Elizabeth
to the United States and his first
what will happen next.
asked aloud, “Why can’t there be a
college here for our children?” The rest,
impressions of his American Alma Mater.
as they say, is history.
And who could forget about young love—
January, the first month of a new year, is
itself a beginning. The month gets its name ain’t it grand? A UIUnion couple tells their
from Janus, the mythological Roman god of story, from their first date through their
celebrating is that we know now what
first 52 years of holy matrimony.
beginnings. Janus was thought to preside
followed. We don’t only look back, however,
over planting time, harvest time, marriage
to see our beginnings; we look forward, with
and birth and, especially, the beginnings Upper Iowa has always been a school of
great anticipation, to all that lies ahead.
beginnings. What makes them worth
of important events in a person’s
life. His image—a double-faced head
looking both forward and backward—was
often placed on gates and doors
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UIU’s First Choice for
President, Dr. Alan Walker
A

fter several rounds of interviews with
the Board of Trustees, a faculty
committee and a panel of students,
Alan Walker was the unanimous choice for the
20th presidency of Upper Iowa University. He
accepted the post and began his first day as
president on July 1, 2004.
The University presidency calls for an
understanding of so many different areas
of higher education and an appreciation
for a wide array of learners and program
delivery. What does a diverse organization
like Upper Iowa University search for in
a leader?
Educational background:
Dr. Walker holds an AS in fire science, College
of Southern Idaho; BS in trade and industrial
education, University of Idaho; M.Ed in adult
and vocational education, University of Idaho;
Ph.D in higher education policy and administration, University of Kansas.
Academic honors:
A member of Phi Kappa Phi, Dr. Walker has
authored and presented numerous trade
journal articles and papers and was awarded
the International Inaugural Visiting Fellowship
to the Fire Service College in England in 1995.
Experience with adult learning programs:
In his four years as vice provost of academic
affairs for extended university programs at
Western Michigan University (Kalamazoo, Mich.),
he was responsible for the administration and
operation of six WMU branch campuses, distance
education and noncredit programs.
International experience:
He brings experience in international professional
associations, and he has served as an international consultant and guest lecturer.
Teaching experience:
Dr. Walker had adjunct faculty status at the
University of Kansas, Louisiana State University-
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Pictured L-R: Milt and Ilse Walker, Karen Walker, Alan and Debbie Walker,
Glenn and Ray Wallin

Eunice, Arkansas Technical University and
Western Michigan University, where he held
associate graduate faculty status. He has taught
classes in education, management and leadership communication.
Board Experience:
In addition to serving on the advisory board of
the University of North Carolina’s School of
Public Health, he served for three years on the
Board of Visitors for the Emergency
Management Institute of the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA). He has already

become involved in the Fayette, Iowa, community
as a member of the Fayette County Economic
Development Board.
First priorities:
After meeting many faculty, staff and students
before fall classes began in August, Dr. Walker
spent time reading through Upper Iowa
University’s history, financial records and over
ten years worth of UIU Board minutes.
Alan Walker is joined by his First Lady of nearly
20 years, Debbie, and their daughter, Emily.

Our president got his start as a “first responder”!
“If you start at the beginning of the journey that has brought me to Upper Iowa, you
will find Mr. Ralph McAllister, retired fire chief of the Moscow, Idaho, Volunteer Fire
Department. Joining the Moscow Fire Department in 1979 was a watershed event in my
life. Ralph McAllister oversaw a special program that took in 20 students from the
University of Idaho and provided us with housing in the fire department in exchange
for our service as fire fighters and ambulance crews for the city of Moscow and the
surrounding rural area. This unique program has provided so many young men and
women experiences we have taken with us and used no matter what occupation we
pursued. Chief McAllister had the wisdom to know he wasn’t just providing fire protection
to the community, he was also building character, and I will always be grateful to him.”
In his October, 2004, inaugural address, Dr. Walker noted the resiliency of the University
throughout its history following financial difficulties, drops in student enrollments during
wartime and several fires that destroyed the chapel in 1933 and the science hall in 1915,
1927 and 1954. “Heavens, it is no wonder you decided to hire a fire fighter as president!”
He has already joined the Volunteer Fire Department in Fayette.

approached and rested on the couch. I initiated
a dialogue; thereafter we talked for around two
hours. His name is Mick, an Indian gentleman.
I was surprised when told that the Inn was
actually owned by his family. He was supposed
to be the manager, but he chose to be the bell
boy because he preferred interacting with
different kinds of people to performing “boring
management duties.” In the meantime, he
offered me a free patrol ride. Imagine how
memorable it was! I can still remember the
music he played for me in the car.

The Many
Firsts from
My Alma
Mater
YANG, King Fung (Michael),
UIU Hong Kong Campus

T

he U.S. residency, 2004, provided me
with a good deal of comprehensive
learning experiences. During my stay
in the States, I left my footprints in six states
(California, Illinois, Iowa, Wisconsin,
Minnesota and Texas) and nine cities. I
exposed myself to various settings and took part
in many outdoor activities arranged by the
residential campus. I made good friends with
the students there. I also encountered certain
unanticipated incidents which have become
part of my wonderful memories and helpful
experiences.
I made my first native friend in Chicago,
Illinois. That night, following the fantastic local
tour of the city (Stock Exchange, Sears Tower,
University of Chicago, Chinatown, etc.), we
stayed in the Days Inn. Since I could not sleep
well, I went to the lobby and wrote in my diary.
Later on, the bell boy at the reception counter

We met the international student helpers
(Becky, Carmen, Jeremy, Pedro and Willis)
when we arrived in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. A brief
orientation took place at the Longbranch Hotel
& Convention Center, a palace-like hotel in
which we stayed another night before heading
to Fayette, where Upper Iowa University resides.
The next day, when I first saw the University
plaque, I was elated––we were finally there!
However, it was not a suitable time to hurrah
because we had to hurry for the graduation
ceremony. As soon as we picked up our
dormitory keys and settled our baggage, we
were led on a quick campus tour and to get
our gowns. Dressing up in a rush, we were all
ready for the 146th Spring Commencement.
Although it was not we Hong Kong students’
real graduation, it definitely was an enchanting
moment and a precious chance that we could
experience the solemnity and the sense of
belonging (especially when we were singing the
anthem, “Alma Mater,” together). Moreover, it
was the only opportunity that we could take
graduation photos on the residential campus.
Belonging to the two-week group, I merely
needed to do a five-day course on business
ethics. Mr. Joseph Atkins, our instructor, was
caring, dedicated and contributing to us.
Instead of sticking all day to the classroom, he
arranged a field trip for us to Prairie du Chien,
Wisconsin, and invited guest speakers to give
talks on particular subjects. In addition, we
visited the Villa Louis, a historical site in
proximity to the Mississippi River. When we
were admiring the beautiful scenery on the
dandelion plain beside the river, a security
guard, broad-smiling with sunglasses, pulled
over and disseminated some food to us for free.
Curious, I asked, “Huh? But there should be no
‘free lunch’ in this world!” He kept on teethsmiling, looking smart and confident and
responded, “Yes, but there is today. It’s a
miracle!”

During my campus residence period I took a lot
of pictures. I just did a course on photography a
term before. Hence it absolutely was high time I
applied the corresponding framing knowledge
and skills to practice. Apart from photography, it
was the companionship that counted; we always
strolled around and hunted for our targets.
Upon every shot, we exchanged our comments
and ideas. It undoubtedly was great enjoyment.
Besides, I got involved in other activities as well,
such as badminton, volleyball, ping-pong,
cycling, jogging, hiking and so forth. I even
participated for the first time in frisbee games
and matches.
Two weeks is just a fleeting moment. At the end
of the residency, we said goodbye to the
residential campus and headed back to the
airport in Cedar Rapids. Life is full of variables.
It was not until we checked in at the counter
did we realize the cancellation of the flight. All
of us were frustrated. It took many efforts to
adapt to the sudden change and connect to
other flights. Eventually, we had two more
stopovers than the original itinerary, and our
return was delayed by two days.
One of the most valuable gifts I derived from
the residency is the friendship established with
the natives. To date, we have been keeping
regular contacts. Furthermore, the life under a
totally different culture and the interaction with
the natives constituted the chief essence.
As Mr. Tilloson Li, the campus manager of the
Hong Kong Campus, said, I really had many
first-time experiences since entering UIU-HK.
I joined the Shanghai Study Tour last November
and took the first flight in my lifetime to
Shanghai. This year, with the residency, I had
my first visit to the U.S., the first time to live a
dormitory life, the first time to make friends
with the natives, the first time to shop in the
largest mall in America and even the first time
to suffer broken baggage.
If people ask me what I have obtained from
Upper Iowa, I would probably reply without
hesitation, “I got many firsts!”
Michael was one of nearly 50 students from
UIU’s Hong Kong Campus who traveled to
Fayette, Iowa, for the summer residency
program for international students. These
UIU students participated in the May
commencement ceremony and completed
summer courses at the Fayette Campus.
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First Generation Students:

Today’s Pioneers
A

t Upper Iowa University, we often
tell the story of the pioneer
woman whose dream for a
university developed into the largest private
school in Iowa serving students all over the
world. We evoke the pioneer imagery with
each new innovation in the breadth and
depth of our programs. We are blazing new
trails. Covering new ground. Going where
no man has gone before.

A story told much less often—but is much
more prevalent—is that of the students who
are drawn to our university. In the tradition
of the Alexander family, many of our students
today are pioneers—they are the first in
their family to go to college.
The book, This Fine Place So Far From
Home, is a collection of essays submitted by
first-generation students from different
cultural, regional and economic

backgrounds. The authors write about
navigating the unfamiliar culture of “the
academy” on their own, because no one in
their family had been there to help them
know what to expect. They write that earning
their degree was more than just a personal
achievement; it was a chance for their entire
family to become something more.
Their experiences are very much like those
of our Upper Iowa University students.

Fred Robby
Major: K-12 Physical Education,
coaching endorsement
Year: Junior
Hometown: Miami, Florida
Activities: Member of Phi Beta
Lambda, UIU wrestling and
cross-country teams, intramural
teams and resident assistant
Scholarships: Cross-country
scholarship, academic scholarship,
Resident Assistant stipend

Dews, C., Law, C, ed. (1995). This fine place so far from home: Voices of academics from the working class.
Philadelphia: Temple University Press.
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am the third of six children—I have two
older sisters, two younger sisters and
one younger brother, all of us raised by
a single mother. I am the first in my family to
earn a high school diploma, and I am the
first of all the grandchildren to go to college.
I never really had expectations of going to
college. I never even thought I could go to
college. Graduating from high school was
the goal. My high school teachers would
say, “For all of you who are planning to go
to college…” but that was never me. I
didn’t think I was college material.
Besides, I had always heard how much
money it costs to go to college, so it was
never really an issue.
I wrestled in high school, and I heard about
Upper Iowa University when my best friend
and wrestling teammate, Robert Martinez,
was being recruited. He told the coach about
me, and then I started to get calls from UIU.
As a high school wrestler, you always hear
about collegiate wrestling in Iowa. When I
got a chance to go to college in Iowa and
wrestle in Iowa, I jumped on it, and I knew
this was something I had to do. The coaches
helped me a lot with all the paperwork and
forms. I never believed it until I got off the
bus. It was like a dream come true.
I had never seen the campus before; all I
had was a description. I knew it was out in
the country, but I didn’t care. I was just so
excited and thankful to be here. Robert
and I came up by bus as far as Cedar
Rapids—it was the longest trip of my life!
We both had stacks of suitcases that we
had to transfer from bus to bus every time
we stopped. We just shouted, “Grab a
bag!”—it didn’t matter whose was whose.
When we got to Iowa, I had never seen so
much corn in my life. On the way up from
Cedar Rapids, we asked the van driver,
“Was Twister filmed here? Or Children of
the Corn?” There was a lot of corn; but,
corn or not, I just kept thinking, Wow. I
can’t believe I am actually here.
Robert and I were roommates, and we
picked up the keys to our dorm room and

Robert Martinez
Year: Junior
Major: Criminology
Hometown: Miami, Florida
Activities: Member of Alpha Nu Omega
fraternity, UIU wrestling team
In the spring of 2002, an Upper Iowa University
wrestler, Philip Rodriguez, was killed in an auto
accident on his way back to Fayette after spring break.
I had wrestled with Philip on an All-Star team in high
school. UIU’s wrestling coach, Heath Grimm, came down to speak at the funeral, and that’s
when I first heard about Upper Iowa University.
I always knew that I wanted to go to college. By ninth grade I was wrestling at a higher level,
and I knew I wanted to go to college to wrestle. My aunt and my grandmother used to say, “Get
your high school diploma. Go on to college. Get a degree. Do something better for yourself.”
People I grew up with, the friends I hung out with, only two of us graduated from high
school, and he’s up here with me. The others are either in jail, dropped out of high school
or dead. Wrestling took me out of that way of life and opened up new opportunities for me.
It will mean a lot to my family when I get my degree. My grandmother would always say,
“He’s going to make it. He’s going to make it.” She passed away a few years ago, so I want
to finish well for her. I talk to my mom every day and she tells me, “Don’t forget what you’re
up there for.” I also have a fiancé in Columbia, and it will mean a lot to her and her family
to see me graduate. My family gives me a lot of moral support. I can’t let them down. If I
give up on them, I give up on myself.

walked down the hall. When we opened the
door we just looked at each other and said,
“We made it, man! We made it!”
The most difficult adjustment to college life
was being so far away from home,
worrying about my family without a man in
the house. I worried about money, too. I
had a work-study job, but only made about
$200 a month. I always seem to get along
good with people, so I wasn’t worried about
adapting. I just figured if I did well in school
that everything else would fall into place.
The hard part about being the first in your
family at college was knowing what to do
first. I’m here, but now what? The coaches
were there to help us, and we had a few
days of orientation. That helped to have the
first several days pretty heavily scheduled
so we knew where to be. Orientation
helped get me settled in. The coaches
checked in on us; we had lots of help. I
just kept asking, “Is there something else
I’m supposed to do?”
(continued)

UIU’s first donation was $10,000 from Col.
Robert Alexander. His son-in-law, Samuel
Robertson, gave $5,000 and 10 acres of land.
When Alexander-Dickman Hall was first
built in 1855, the president and his
family lived on the first floor, which also
housed the chapel and music room.
Classrooms, a parlor, a museum and the
library were on the second floor. The third
floor was reserved for student housing.
The first Board of Trustees meeting was
held on March 12, 1856. Items of business included adopting the Articles of
Incorporation and selecting William H. Poor
as the principal of the “Fayette Seminary of
the Upper Iowa Conference.”
The first day of classes was January 7,
1857.
Expenses for the University’s first year of
operation were $4,512.
The name was changed to Upper Iowa
University on July 15, 1858, and on that
day, Lucius H. Bugbee was named UIU’s
first president.
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Elizabeth Novinski

me, “If you want to do something with your life
and go to college, you’re going to have to get
better grades.” My parents really wanted me to go
farther than the two years of community college
they did, but they said it was my choice.

Year: Freshman
Major: Criminology
Activities: Drama Club, The Collegian
Hometown: Durant, Iowa
Scholarships: $150 first place scholarship
from High School Bowling Federation
I have two cousins in college. Brianne is getting a
master’s degree in psychology, and her sister,
Jennifer, is going to school for nursing. Brianne
was the first one my age in the family to go to
college, and she was a big part in my decision to
go to college. I have been able to learn some from her experience.
Her moral support has really helped me feel like this is where I’m
meant to be.
My parents didn’t talk to me much about college until my junior year
of high school. My grades weren’t doing very well, and my mom told

No one in my family went very far with
their education, so when I had a chance to
go to college, everyone at home showed
me a lot of love. They just kept saying, “Go,
do it!” and told me I better not stop. I’m in
my junior year now, and when I go home
my family reassures me that I’m getting
somewhere and doing something with my
life. We talk about what I am learning. I
talk to my mom a lot on the phone, and
she asks me “How are you doing?” She can
always tell if I’m doing good or if I’m a
little down, and she encourages me to stay
focused and keep going.
Upper Iowa offers a lot of opportunities for

The first college catalogue marketed
the campus this way: "The location is
healthy and beautiful. The population
of Fayette is between 600 and 700, and
free from those demoralizing influences frequently prevalent in colleges."
A group of 22 UIU students, known as
the "University Recruits," comprised
the first company of men in Fayette
County to enlist to fight in the Civil War
in 1861. The Company C of the 12th
Iowa Infantry participated in 17 major
battles of the Civil War.
The first University commencement
ceremony was held outdoors on
June 26, 1862.
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As the oldest child, I felt a little pressure to go to
college. Not that I didn’t want to go, but when
you’re the oldest, your siblings tend to look up to
you. I didn’t want them to think that they didn’t
have to go to college because I didn’t. I want
them to have the best education imaginable, and I
didn’t want that to be jeopardized if I didn’t go.
I think it’ll mean a lot to my family when I finish my degree. I know
that they’ll be really proud that I was able to accomplish something
that I’ve worked so hard for. I just hope to have a great experience
here at Upper Iowa, and I know that the next four years will be the
best time of my life.

Danielle Hefel
Year: Senior
Major: Human Services
Hometown: Farley, Iowa
Activities: Student Ambassador, Kappa Eta Tau
sorority, Student Alumni Chapter, Student
Government/Greek Council Representative
Scholarships: Caudle–Holmes Scholarship
My parents always wanted me to go to college, whether it was a four-year college or a
community college. They helped me with homework and encouraged me to do my best.
My parents, grandparents, aunts and uncles always told me that a college education was
important in order to get a good job.
I heard about UIU through some materials that came in the mail. I decided to come here after I
visited UIU—along with five or six other schools. I chose UIU because of the small campus.
Everyone seemed so nice, and professors were willing to help us out.
I know my family will be very proud of me when I finish my degree. My parents have been
behind me 100% from the beginning. After graduation, I plan to pursue a graduate degree in
social work. I hope to have a successful career, but I hope to leave UIU as determined to
succeed as I am today.

students to get involved and feel welcome
and comfortable. There are more activities
than I expected—mall trips, movie trips,
organizations to be involved in—so many
things. I went on a white water rafting trip.
I have traveled to new states. So many
doors have opened up for me here.
I am doing this for my family so we can
move on to newer things, newer heights. I
am doing this so someone in my family can
say, “I can.” When I get my degree I think it
will set a new pace for the family. I tell my
sisters that I was never the smartest one in

high school, I didn’t get A’s. But I am getting
A’s now. I’m also a little older than I was
then, and I know how serious this is. I want
them to know that we can do something with
ourselves. I want my little sisters to have
someone to look up to so they will say, “I
want to go to college, too.” I want them to
know that we don’t have to be stuck.
Someday I want my kids to be proud to say,
“My father went to college.” I want to be
someone that my kids, my nieces, my
nephews can look up to. I think this is going
to be a huge boost for the family.

Casey Nye
Year: Junior
Major: Elementary Education
Activities: President of E.Y.E.
sorority
Hometown: Clear Lake, Iowa
Scholarships: UIU Church
Scholarship, Zion Lutheran
Church Scholarship,
Academic Grant
I have wanted to be a teacher for as long as I can remember, but
college wasn’t something my family talked about regularly, and I
didn’t even really consider it until my senior year in high school.
My boyfriend (now fiancé) was a student at Upper Iowa, and he
encouraged me to plan a campus visit. I loved the campus the minute
I got here, and I could tell that this would be a great place to go to
college. I graduated from a very small high school where everyone

Kelsey Kapler
Major: Communications/Journalism and
Graphic Design
Year: Sophomore
Hometown: Hawkeye, Iowa
Activities: Student Alumni Chapter vice
president, Real Life (student-led Bible study)
president, Drama Club president, Art Club
president, Collegian staff writer and
photographer, Summer Orientation Assistant,
Student Ambassador
Scholarships: Vanguard Scholarship,
Pleggenkuhle Memorial Scholarship, American Legion
Auxiliary Scholarship, Fayette County 4-H Scholarship
I grew up in a town 14 miles from UIU, so I have always known about
the University. I had actually intended to go to a larger school, but my
parents wanted me to stay closer to home. The Vanguard Scholarship
had just been established when I applied to UIU, and I wouldn’t have
been able to attend school here without it. I am very grateful for the
opportunity. I fell in love with Upper Iowa and am glad this is where I
ended up.

That is a lot of pressure, but I put a lot of
pressure on myself. I have seen other
people who have the drive, and I know I
can have it, too. This is something I started,
and it is something I have to finish. I am
not going to settle for less.
I just thank everyone for giving me a
chance. I am just happy to be here. I love
what I’m doing, and I wouldn’t change this
experience for anything. I’d rather be here
than anywhere else.

knew each other and was very friendly. I got the same feeling when I
walked around UIU’s campus—I felt right at home.
The biggest challenge I have had to overcome was figuring out when I
needed to study and how often I needed to study. High school was
relatively easy for me, so dealing with tougher classes was a lot more
difficult. Since no one in my family has been through the college
experience, it is hard for them to understand what college life is
really like and how challenging it can be.
I think it will be a very proud moment for me and my family when I
graduate. My family is already very proud that I am brave enough to
try college without having any idea what is in store for me.
I hope that someday I can help my children through the college
process, and perhaps even some of my students. I think it would be a
great feeling to have your kids come to you when they are curious
about college. This has been a wonderful experience, and I will
someday encourage my own children to try to overcome some of the
same obstacles I did.

I was a commuter student my first year here, so I
had to make a little extra effort to get involved.
Despite that fact, though, I found it was fairly easy
to get involved and to succeed because there are so
many people at UIU who really care about students
and will take time out of their personal schedules
to help or just to talk. I have already been given so
many opportunities to succeed here at UIU; this is
definitely a place where students can grow and
learn in many different respects.
For someone who doesn’t know what to expect from
college, the small campus setting is especially helpful.
Offices and classrooms are easier to find than they would be at a larger
school. The faculty and staff are just terrific; many of them form close
relationships with the students. My instructors are approachable, which
helps immensely when I am having difficulty understanding something
or just want to make sure that I am doing the best that I can.
Upper Iowa University is very close-knit. People genuinely care about
each other at UIU, and that makes me feel as if I have a huge family
to help make the transition from high school to college easier.

John Everett Clough received the first
bachelor of science degree in 1862.

graduate, Jason Lee Paine, Class of
1862.

Susan (Sorin) Holmes and Clara Louise
Warner were the first women to graduate,
also in 1862.

Susan Angeline Collins, UIU’s first
student of color, was admitted in 1879.

Rev. I. K. Fuller was the first to receive a
masters degree from Upper Iowa
University in 1865.
The Alumni Association, known as the
“Old Students Association” was organized
in 1873 by UIU’s first bachelor of arts

The first edition of the UIU student
newspaper, The Collegian, was printed,
1883.
UIU’s first military department was
formed in 1885.
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Octavio Gomez

practice would be like.

Year: Freshman
Major: Sports Medicine, Art minor
Hometown: Kaufman, Texas
Activities: UIU soccer team
Scholarships: Leadership
scholarship, soccer scholarship

My first impression of the campus was how clean it was and how
friendly everybody was up here—people speak to you on the sidewalk
and say hi. I picked up my key for my room and, walking down the
hall, I could tell I was in a different environment. I felt really
independent. I met a lot of people right away because there were a lot
of soccer players on the floor, and my roommate is also from Texas.

Growing up I always learned that
education comes first. I heard that all the time from my teachers. The way
to succeed is to get a good education.
I first heard about Upper Iowa through a friend who had been
recruited by UIU. The soccer coach, Troy Otradovic, called me and
could see that I was eager to get an education. I was accepted, and I
came up to Iowa for the first time in August.
During my 19-hour bus ride, I set some goals for myself. I wanted to
meet a lot of new people from different backgrounds (I had only been
out of Texas once), do well in my classes and find out what it’s like to
be in college. I was eager to meet the soccer team and find out what

Katie See
Year: Freshman
Major: Biology, plans to pursue a
Ph.D. in pharmacy
Hometown: Reinbeck, Iowa
Activities: Real Life Bible Study,
Drama Club
Scholarships: UIU Vanguard
Scholarship, VAW-VRC Memorial
Scholarship, Dollars for Scholars
Scholarship, Kenneth G. Memorial
Scholarship, Ben and Elsie Miller Scholarship
I heard about Upper Iowa University through my boyfriend, Heath
Brown (a freshman), and my boyfriend’s brother, Tyson Brown (a
sophomore). After Tyson’s first year at UIU he convinced Heath and
me to come up for a visit. I wasn’t convinced at first and, in fact, I
had already enrolled at a different Iowa college. Over the summer I
decided that the other school wasn’t for me, and UIU offered me a
very good scholarship. I came up for a second visit and felt that I
would be more comfortable here at UIU.

Even though I’m a long way from home, there are a lot of people here
to go to if you have questions. There’s always someone to help you and
look after you. I’m glad I’m here.

someone to tell me exactly what to bring up here!! I thought I was so
prepared—I brought cans of tomato soup to make for lunch in the
kitchen, but then I realized I didn’t have a can opener! Also, trying to
figure out student loans was an adventure. My case was especially
difficult because I didn’t turn 18 until October 27. My loans were
denied twice before we figured out that they don’t give loans to minors!
I wish I could have had someone tell me exactly what to do at times,
but I guess that’s the whole part of the learning experience, right?
Several people have helped me with the financial aid and academic
processes. One particular service that is especially nice is student
services. Whenever I have questions I know someone there can help
me out. I think it has also helped living on the third floor in Garbee,
where most of the upperclassmen live. If I don’t understand
something or have a question, I can just run down the hall and ask
someone who has already been through it. College is a learning
experience, so I think that going through all of this on my own has
helped me become more independent.

As the first in my family to go to college, it would’ve been nice to have

My family will be so proud of me and my accomplishments when I
finish my degree. They already know how hard I work for my grades
as a freshman, so after my seven years in school (three at UIU, and
four at a school of pharmacy) they’ll really understand all of the hard
work I’ve put into it.

Students chose peacock blue and white as their official school
colors and adopted the peacock as the school mascot in 1890.

introduced in 1915. That same year students published the
first yearbook, The Peacock.

The first campus gymnasium was constructed in 1892.

Chauncey P. Colegrove, Class of 1881, was the first alumnus to
become president of UIU in 1916.

UIU’s first football team was organized in 1893 with 14 students. UIU defeated Lenox College of Hopkinton, Iowa, 14 to 4.
Our first international student graduated in 1895. Goro
Kaburagi was from Chibaken, Japan.
The first alumni publication, The Upper Iowa Alumnus, was
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The hardest part of this transition is being away from my family, but I
just have to keep focused on what I’m doing every day. My younger
brothers and sisters look up to me. They want to be the next one to go
to college and meet new people. They play soccer too, and they want
me to teach them what I am learning at the college level so they can
improve their game. I tell them they need to keep trying in school, and
it will all pay off in the end if they can get accepted at college and get a
scholarship. When I get my degree, it’s going to be too big for words.
My family is going to be thrilled.
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UIU continued its “pioneering ways” in 1920 when it began a
systematic program of extension work throughout northeast
Iowa, the precursor to UIU’s Extended University. The department
that organized this program was called the Department of Rural
Leadership.

Kristin Berns
Year: Senior
Major: Elementary
Education
Hometown: Waukon, Iowa
Activities: Student
Government—Commuter
Representative
Awards: Dean’s List 2003 &
2004, Who’s Who Among
Students in American Universities and Colleges, 2004
I always knew I wanted to go to college. I started out at Northeast
Iowa Community College (NICC) and graduated with an associate’s
degree in human services. I began a job as an associate in a
kindergarten classroom and also worked in an after-school
program and a preschool. After those experiences I knew I wanted

Understanding firstgeneration students
as a unique student
population
Research on this population
indicates that first-generation
students:
■ choose colleges based primarily on
proximity to home, cost and
availability of desired programs
■ choose programs that focus on jobrelated skills for specific occupations
and allow them to finish quickly
■ are more likely to work off-campus
and more likely to work full time while
going to school
■ believe college is important, but are
less convinced than their peers that
college is “the road to success”

to go back to college and major in elementary education.
While I was teaching at a preschool in Decorah, Iowa, I had a
student teacher from UIU who had only good things to say
about the University. Both she and my husband encouraged me
to enroll for classes in August, 2003.
Figuring out the paperwork was definitely a challenge. Since no
one in my family had been through the process, I had to rely on
others to help me out. I often felt like the parent, informing my
parents of what needed to be done, especially when my little
brother was enrolling in college. Money was also a huge issue,
because my parents had not put any away for me to go to college.
I am now a role model that my brother and sisters look up to.
After seeing me go through college, they will know they can do
it, too! I will encourage my children to attend college as well.

■ cite “career preparation” as their
primary reason for attending college
compared to “personal growth” for
second-generation students
■ seek “academic validation,” whereas
second-generation students tend to
seek “social validation”
■ delay getting involved in campus
organizations or other campus
activities until their academics are
under control
■ are at a higher risk of leaving college
during the first semester or not
returning the second year; after the
first year, however, no significant
difference is found between first- and
second-generation students in terms of
credits earned or GPAs
■ are more likely to live at home with
parents or with a spouse

When the “new” gym was opened in 1921, it was ranked as
the best of its kind in Iowa and the only one containing an indoor
swimming pool. That “gym” is now Edgar Fine Arts, and the pool
is still used by about 130 people each week.
A freshman orientation course was begun in 1923 and is still
conducted on the Fayette Campus. The 1923 catalogue described
the course saying, “Lectures will deal with a range of themes
including college work, traditions, practices, general culture,
use of the library, etc. Mental efficiency tests will be given.”
Senior Helen Morgan of Stanley, Iowa, was UIU’s first
Homecoming Queen in 1940.
UIU saw its enrollment climb in 1947 when the first wave of
veterans took advantage of the G.I. Bill.

■ are more likely to say their best
friends are off campus
■ benefit from precollege and summer
orientation programs, freshman
seminars, career counseling,
mentoring programs, academic
advising, peer tutoring and cultural
events
■ have very high personal expectations
and are very conscious about not
disappointing their families
■ delight in becoming a role model for
younger siblings or extended family
members
■ rarely identify themselves as “firstgeneration,” or recognize that they
have something in common with other
students who have overcome
educational barriers

UIU was one of the first schools in Iowa to begin offering degrees
by correspondence in 1973, now known as External Degree.
The first Extended University Center was opened in Madison,
Wisconsin, in 1981.
The first international program began in Hong Kong in 1995.
The Online Program offered its first courses in 2001.
Dr. Suzanne James became the first woman to serve UIU in the
office of the president (interim) in 2003.
Dr. Alan Walker’s first day on the job as UIU’s 20th president was
July 1, 2004.
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The First Job is the Hardest to Find
I
t’s not easy for job seekers to get a
foot in the door these days, especially
with so much competition and a tight
economy. No one knows this more than
graduating seniors who have much to offer,
but often need guidance about where to
begin to land that first job.
A great place for students to begin their
search is Upper Iowa’s career services
office. Among the many services offered to
students is one-on-one assistance with
resume writing and interviewing skills, and
access to a statewide job-search network
called the Iowa Private College Career
Consortium. Students from each of the 22
member schools can set up interviews over
five days—two in the fall and three in the
spring. Students submit resumes and apply
online before being invited to interview
with interested companies.
The career services office also has a
number of online career assessment/search
tools that are available to students in all of
UIU’s programs (and alumni as well).
The NACE Link (National Association of
Colleges and Employers) allows students
and alumni to post a resume online that
can be viewed by employers nationwide.
The online career assessment tool, SIGI
Plus, is also available from the career
services web site. This free program can
help users clarify their career interests and
can give suggestions about job fields that
will likely be a good fit.
Probably the most powerful resource for
helping UIU grads find their first jobs lies
with UIU’s 17,000+ alumni—after all, what
job seeker hasn’t uttered the words, “It all
comes down to who you know.” Does your
16
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company have an internship program? Do
you regularly see postings for entry-level
job opportunities? YOU can help open the
door for fellow UIU grads by regularly
sharing this information with Upper Iowa’s
career services office.
To do so, or for further information
about the services available to UIU
students and alumni, contact career
services director Karla Gavin at
563-425-5208 or gavink@uiu.edu.
“As you remember
the people who
helped you along the
way, think of yourself
as that person who
can make a
difference for
someone else.”
Karla Gavin,
Career Services Director

Michael Harbut, ’03
Here’s one recent grad who has
made the most of his first job!
Major: Business
Company: Wells Fargo Financial Services,
Hamilton, Ohio
Job responsibilities: I help Wells Fargo
customers with real estate financing—
home equity loans, mortgages, debt
consolidation or refinancing an existing
loan. I started in a management training
program and was promoted to an assistant
manager position after fifteen months. The
next step is to become a branch manager.
Job search strategies: I started my job
search early in my senior year. I talked to

the career services staff and registered for
several area job fairs. I had an offer before
graduation, which was great because there
are so many people out there right now
looking for a job.
How is the work world different
from college? It’s a lot different. I have
more responsibilities, and I can’t set my
own schedule. In college it was sleep,
basketball, hang out with friends, do
homework, go to work and then do more
homework. A boss is a lot different than a
teacher. Even though they both have high
expectations, at school you are graded on
scale and—regardless of whether you get
an A, B or C—you can get by. At work, you
have to get an A every time or your job
could be on the line. You have to stay
focused every day because other people are
competing with you to get ahead.
How is your life different than when
you were a student? It is nice to pay
my bills and actually have money left over!
What skills did you gain at UIU that
you use most in your job? Social
skills and communication skills. It was
good to be in an environment where there
are different cultures represented. In my
job, I talk to different kinds of people every
day. I am able to adapt to different
environments and do what I need to do.
Which of your UIU classes do you
use the most on the job? Victor
Clark’s marketing research class, business
ethics, accounting, statistics and
micromanagement.
What surprised you the most about
your first job? I thought I would struggle
more, but I really felt prepared. I had a
great education, and I have friends who
graduated with me who work at Pfizer;
another one is a probation officer. It’s easy

to take those college years for granted, but
we learned how to be disciplined. I had a
great experience. I enjoyed it.

What was your first job
after graduating from UIU?
What did you learn from
that experience that most
shaped your career? What
UIU experiences or classes
benefited you most? Our
seniors could sure use some helpful
career advice from UIU alumni who
remember what it’s like to have
someone give you a chance. Write to
us at The Bridge and tell us your
story, and we’ll share your best “first
job” advice to our seniors who will
surely appreciate hearing it!

Visit our career services web
page at www.uiu.edu/career and
you will see the NACE Link login
box. Click on “register for the
first time” and create your
personal account with Upper
Iowa’s special link to online job
listings.
After you have registered, you can:
■ Search for jobs posted for Upper Iowa
students and alumni

UIU Career Services is ready to help you in
your job search. We can review your resume
and cover letter, provide you with job search
strategies, introduce you to our Career
Resources Library, provide information about
career fairs and interview day opportunities
and show you how to use this new online job
search program that will help you find the
right job opportunities. Thousands of
opportunities are waiting for you right now!

■ Update and tailor your resume and
cover letter for specific employers

Questions? Please contact Karla
(gavink@uiu.edu), Jennifer
(biedermanj@uiu.edu) or
careers@uiu.edu. You may also call
563-425-5229 or stop by our Fayette
Campus office in Garbee Hall—Office
of Student Services, Room 125.

■ Apply for jobs through the system or
off-line

We look forward to working with you!

■ Create and save your resume and cover
letter to send to employers advertising
positions throughout this system

The UIU Logo Store
Shop the Logo Store for men’s and women’s
UIU apparel, executive gifts, and accessories.

563-425-5248
M-F, 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Garbee Hall, Lower Level
Fayette Campus

Shop online and
design your own
Upper Iowa University
apparel!

www.uiu.edu/logostore
Bridge
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Extended University establishes FIRST
scholarship program for EU students
Thanks to gifts from UIU alumni and employees, the Extended University will begin
offering academic scholarships to one student at each of the EU’s centers and
programs. Students will receive a voucher good for one free class at UIU along with
$100 toward the purchase of books.
If you would like to contribute toward this program, simply use the envelope enclosed
in the magazine and designate your gift to “EU Scholarships.” Thank you for your
support! Questions about the scholarship program can be directed to Joyce
Czajkowski at czajkowskij@uiu.edu, or 563-425-5951.

UIU-Madison celebrates
Grand Reopening

UIU-Madison Center held a grand
reopening on December 2, 2004. The
event was held in conjunction with a
reception introducing Upper Iowa
University’s 20th president, Dr. Alan
Walker. During the summer of 2004, the
Madison Center suffered extensive damage
due to flooding and a fire during
renovation. Classes continued to be held
in hotels and other areas around the
community while renovation was being
completed. Please stop in and visit with
the staff about the process of renovating
the center and to see the results.
Happy Birthday,
Elizabeth Alexander!
The members of UIU’s Student Alumni
Chapter (SAC) initiated a new student
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tradition during halftime of the December
3 basketball game. In an effort to educate
students about the University’s heritage,
SAC students organized a birthday
celebration honoring the December 5,
1796, birthday of founder Elizabeth
Alexander. After some brief remarks about
UIU’s founding matriarch, student members
led spectators in the “Happy Birthday Song”
and served cake and punch to the crowd.
UIU-Ankeny Center and
DMACC Working
Together for Students
By thinking outside the box, the Ankeny
Center has been able to meet the
immediate needs of area students from Des
Moines Area Community College (DMACC)
and open the door for future enrollments.
Recently, DMACC approached the Ankeny
Center about using our classrooms during
the day to provide off-site classes for which
they currently don’t have room.
With the cooperation of Karin Dunn, Des
Moines area coordinator, and Tim Hunt,
regional director for civilian centers,

DMACC holds eight classes a week at the
Ankeny Center. This partnership may result
in future UIU enrollments when these
students are ready to complete their degree
through our adult education opportunities.
In return, DMACC will provide all Des
Moines-area UIU students access to their
campus library and services. Many Ankeny
students currently travel to the Des Moines
Center for their library needs. Now they
will be able to use the DMACC facility with
much greater accessibility and
convenience.
It’s exciting to be partnering with DMACC,
and we remain committed to seeking
innovative ways to meet the growing and
changing needs of adult learners.
Veteran’s Day observed
Students, faculty, staff and area alumni
gathered at the “Reflective Tribute”
memorial on November 11 to honor our
veterans and those who are currently
serving in the armed forces. The program
was led by Associate Professor of

Management Richard Barker, who is
himself a veteran. Several student veterans
participated in the program, including
Iowa Air National Guard 2nd Lieutenant
Abby Keppler, who arranged to have two
F-16 Fighting Falcons fly over the Fayette
Campus. Student-veterans Kim and Jesse
Pleggenkuhle and Mark McDowell
laid a wreath under the “Reflective Tribute”
plaque that lists the names of Upper Iowa
student-soldiers who fell in World War II.
Hispanic Heritage comes
to UIU and Fayette
Upper Iowa University and the City of
Fayette brought Hispanic Heritage Month
(September 15-October 15, 2004) to the
area for the first time. Roland Vazquez
assistant professor of social science and
anthropology, and his wife Magda
Vazquez, adjunct instructor in Spanish,
were instrumental in bringing several
artistic and cultural events to Fayette,
including the folk music duo Calle Sur,
classical Barcelona guitarist Francesc de
Paula Soler and Latin dance demonstration
by Ignacio Anguiano Reyes and his wife
and partner, Kristin.
Although most of the events were centered
on campus, several events extended into
the northeast Iowa community: Calle Sur
gave a workshop at North Fayette High
School; guitarist Francesc de Paula Soler
was the guest performer on KUNI-FM
radio’s “Live From Studio One” show,
hosted by Karen Impola; Soler and Dr.

Francesc de Paula Soler prepares for
his September 27 performance on
KUNI’s “Live From Studio One” radio
show.

Ignacio and Kristen Anguiano pose
with Roland Vasquez (center) prior to
the pair’s October 2 Latin dance
demonstration at UIU.

Roland Vazquez were interviewed over the
phone by KHKE-FM’s classical morning
host, Jacqueline Halbloom; and several
Spanish language movies were shown. In
addition, the Fayette Community Library
hosted two events including Dr. Doug
McReynolds, Bissell Professor of
English, who read “A Very Old Man with
Enormous Wings,” by the Columbian
author Gabriel Garcia Márquez, and Dr.
Vazquez, who gave a lecture on
“Reflections on Violence in Spanish
Culture,” about the Madrid train attacks of
March 11, 2004.
According to Vazquez, the series of events
had several important results: “In addition
to reaching out to several of our students
from Spanish-speaking backgrounds, we
brought arts and cultural events to the
community, engaged the town and the
University in a cooperative project and
publicized UIU throughout northeast
Iowa.” Vazquez also underscored the
interest and help from members of the
University and Fayette communities and
others, and expressed hope that this year’s
commemoration of Hispanic Heritage
Month would be the first of many.
The Hispanic Heritage Month series of
events was made possible in part through
two grants: one awarded by the Program
for Cultural Cooperation between Spain’s
Ministry of Education, Culture, and Sports
and United States Universities; the other, by
the Iowa Arts Council.

UIU to offer M.Ed in 2005
Following the longstanding success of UIU’s
teacher education program, Upper Iowa
University will offer a master of education
(M.Ed.) program on the Fayette Campus
beginning this summer. The program is
moving through the approval process
through the Iowa State Department of
Education and Higher Learning
Commission. The M.Ed. program will
feature three areas of emphasis including
instructional strategist (special education),
reading and instructional/classroom
leadership. Classes will be held in the
evenings and during the summer. As the
first cohort approaches graduation, the
University will consider making the
program available onsite at the Des Moines
and Waterloo Campuses. Questions
about the program can be directed to
Gail Moorman-Behrens, director of
teacher education: 563-425-5211 or
behrensg@uiu.edu.
Online Program
develops new programs
UIU is currently developing new bachelor’s
and master’s level programs, both of which
are benchmarked against FEMA curriculum
guidelines. Online undergraduate students
will soon be able to choose a major in
emergency and disaster management, and
graduate students in the MPA (master’s of
public administration) program can soon
choose an emphasis in homeland security.
A first draft of the curriculum has already
been developed, and UIU is in the process
of appointing a national advisory
committee to review it and offer advice on
trends, faculty availability and student
recruitment. Both programs are targeted
for fall, 2005. Contact the Online
Program at online@uiu.edu or call
866-225-2808 for more information.
UIU-Prairie Center
expands program
delivery
In cooperation with UIU’s two-year partner,
Western Wisconsin Technical College, UIU’s
Prairie du Chien Center now offers human
services classes in LaCrosse, Wisconsin.
Classes are being held on WWTC’s LaCrosse
campus in the downtown area.
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Liberal arts students and
faculty study rural life
Mari Molseed, associate professor of
sociology, and Don McComb, associate
professor of graphic design, took
advantage of a summer faculty scholarship
stipend to travel to the Center for Rural and
Regional Studies at Minnesota State
University-Southwest and the Center for
Western Studies at Augustana College. The
purpose of the trip was to explore
curriculum options that would encourage
liberal arts students to study and document
features of rural life in northeast Iowa.
Molseed and McComb have observed that
academic fields addressing cultural and
community studies have shifted primary
focus to urban issues, experiences, culture
and diversities, leaving a paucity of
information about rural life. They fear that
unless the unique heritage of rural culture
is studied and documented, it will be lost.
UIU’s location in Fayette provides an
opportunity for students to examine rural
environments and rural life first-hand. A
senior sociology major, for example, is
currently completing a research project
examining the history of cultural events in
northeast Iowa, such as Fayette’s
Watermelon Days. In addition, McComb’s

Photo by Rita Rickels, an art education
major from Manchester, Iowa
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UIU intramural flag football team wins state
Ten Upper Iowa University students competed in the 2004 State of Iowa Flag Football
Tournament held in October at Drake University in Des Moines. The team, coached by
UIU residence area coordinator Tinsley Baker (’04), defeated twelve of Iowa’s top
college teams including Drake, University of Iowa, Iowa State University, University of
Northern Iowa, Simpson, Cornell, Central, Kirkwood, DMACC, Graceland and
Augustana. Freshman Kevin Mitchell was voted “Most Valuable Player.”

Pictured L-R: Front: Kevin Mitchell Row 1: Whitney Joseph, Chris Galiski,
Aaron Fredette, Anthony Long Row 2: Coach Tinsley Baker, Jason Joslin,
Gibrill Betts, Jermaine Washington, Richard Torino, Mike Morrissey

fall photography class focused
their cameras on rural subjects
and displayed their work in the
Edgar Fine Arts gallery.
Molseed and McComb hope to
enrich liberal arts courses with
assignments and activities that
bring students closer to rural
peoples, their lived experiences
and their communities. They see
a great potential for
interdisciplinary projects—such as the
recording of oral histories and
documentary photography projects—that
involve students in the study of everyday life
in rural Iowa.

storm. She has been
undergoing full facial
reconstruction at the McKay
Lodge Conservation
Laboratory in Oberlin, Ohio.
As you can see from the
photos, the reconstruction
work is producing
remarkable results. The
statue will be returned to
Fayette in January, and the
University is planning a
remounting dedication later this spring.
More photos of the reconstruction
work can be seen on our web site:
www.uiu.edu/greengoddess.

UIU’s Green Goddess
recovers from “face lift”

Milwaukee Alumni Chapter
raises money for
scholarships

Alexander-Dickman’s rooftop has been
barren since March when the Green
Goddess statue tumbled down in a wind

Milwaukee area alumni participated in a
golf event to raise money for UIUMilwaukee student scholarships. The

August 28, 2004, event was organized by
Tony Burrell (’01) and sponsored by
area businesses including The Mortgage
Group LLC, RK Insurance Agency, Kangaroo
Pocket Breads Co., Patrick Cudahy Co. and
Wal-Mart. The chapter plans to continue
the event again this year.
UIU-International programs
continue to grow

More than 800 UIU students attend classes
in Singapore, Malaysia, Hong Kong and
Vancouver. This past year:
■ Over 400 courses were completed,
taught by experienced faculty, with
grades awarded, submitted and
published to the student;
■ Over 900 degree plans were created or
updated with over 3,000 transcripts
reviewed
■ Over 180 students completed their
bachelor’s degree with UIU in Hong
Kong, Singapore, Malaysia and Canada.
These students received their UIU
diploma, official transcript and
induction into the Upper Iowa University
Alumni Association.
UIU-External Degree offers
accelerated summer
courses in Fayette

The External Degree Program will offer six
one-week courses during our 2005
Institute for Experiential Learning:
June 6-10, 2005
BA 208 Marketing Principles
CJ/SOC 333 Criminology
SOC 240 Diverse Cultures in America
June 13-17, 2005
BA 210 Management Principles COMM 305
Organizational Communications PSY/SOC
384 Social Welfare Programs and Policies
All classes will be held on the Fayette
Campus and will meet from 8:00-4:30
daily. Questions about the program or
to register, contact the External
Degree office at 1-888-877-3742 or
extdegree@uiu.edu.

Alumni Phonathon, January 23-February 23, 2005
Would you like to know how your annual please consider a gift to support
fund gifts benefit UIU students? Ask them! whichever area of the University
meant the most to you!
Our student callers love to talk with
Upper Iowa University is a taxalumni. They enjoy hearing about your
exempt, not-for-profit organization.
student experience, and they appreciate
The Federal “Do Not Call” list was
the advice you can share with them about
designed to deter commercial
making the most of their education and
marketing to your home, but does
preparing for a professional career.
not prevent charitable organizations
Please take a few moments to share a
from telephone fund drives.
memory or two when a student phones.
They are excited about their UIU
If you prefer not to receive a call,
experience, and they’ll be happy to share
you can make your gift by mail to
“what’s new” around campus.
the UIU department or program of
your choice. Simply use the
If you have already made a gift in
envelope provided in this edition
support of UIU’s annual fund,
of The Bridge.
THANK YOU! If you haven’t yet,
UIU-Fort Riley alum shares his story
Daniel Phillips (’00), a graduate of UIU’s Fort Riley (Kansas) Center,
recently had a letter reprinted in the Fort Riley Post about his UIU
experience. His story is such a great fit for our theme of firsts that we had
to share it in The Bridge!
I have never been to Fayette, Iowa, and yet I am a proud Peacock and will be until the
day I die. Please allow me to share my story.
I was a high school dropout, just like my father and his father and my mother and all
five of my siblings. I never felt that I was smart enough, rich enough or lucky enough
to ever expect to go to college. With few other options left to me, I enlisted in the
United States Army and eventually ended up at Fort Riley. It was at Fort Riley that I
discovered Upper Iowa University. By that time I had already completed my GED and
taken some college classes, as I had been told that having some college credit would
help me get promoted faster.
Upon evaluation of my credits, the staff at UIU’s Fort Riley campus told me I was only
about two years away from a B.S. in public administration, so I set out to pursue that goal.
That was when I met Professor Lisa Nelson, who taught constitutional law. She told me
that I should go to law school. At first I laughed at her, but eventually she convinced
me that I could do anything I put my mind to. She told me my grades were good
enough, that I had what it takes and that all I needed was to believe in myself.
Today, I am a second-year law student at the University of Houston, and I believe that I
am the only Peacock at UH. I am very proud to be a Peacock alumnus, and I still
sometimes cannot believe that I am a college graduate.
I haven’t given any donations to UIU because I am still a student struggling to get by,
but some day I plan to be an attorney with a good income and I hope to send lots of
cash back to UIU to help others achieve what I never dared dream I could achieve;
but, even if I make millions, I will never be able to fully repay Upper Iowa University
for helping one soldier truly “Be all that I can be.”
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Peacock Athletics

UIU’s Division
II status
invites
competition
from Division
I teams

Peacock teams faced
four Division I schools
on the field, on the mat or on the court this
fall. Over the course of a week in November,
the UIU wrestling team took on Iowa State
University, the football team met Drake
University, men’s basketball faced the
University of Iowa in Carver-Hawkeye Arena
and women’s basketball went up against UIU
alum Tony DiCecco’s (’71) University of
Northern Iowa Panthers.
Although the pairings proved to be
challenging, the level of exposure for UIU’s
emerging Division II program was
outstanding. Perhaps you saw your Alma
Mater’s name appear for the first time on
ESPN’s score board. Many thanks to the
students, staff, faculty and alumni who came
out to support the Peacocks on the road!
Women’s Soccer Completes
Record-Breaking Year

Coming off a 0-16-1 season last year, it was
hard to know what to expect from the 2004
Upper Iowa University women’s soccer team.
A first-year head coach leading a young
squad into its initial NCAA Division II
schedule added to the
uncertainty.
But the results were
positive. Under head
coach Chad
Leonard, the team
finished with a 9-11
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record, tying the school record for wins in a
season. Along the way, the Peacocks also set
single-season records for goals (66), assists
(39), points (171) and shots (378).
Individual records:
Junior Elicia Munns
(White Bear Lake,
Minn.) set a record
for goals scored in a
single game (4) and
finished the season
with one-year records
of 18 goals and 40
points.
Freshmen Lauren
Smith (Flint, Mich.)
and Christina
Monthisane
(Chanhassen, Minn.)
each scored 10 goals,
giving UIU three
double-digit goal
scorers. UIU had
previously never had
more than one player
score 10 goals in a
season. Smith also set
a record with a
school-best three
assists in a single
game and tied the
record for assists in a
single season (8).
Freshman goalkeeper
Sarah Hiatt (North Platte, Neb.) won nine
games, including five shutouts, both singleseason school records.
Eight Peacocks earn All-IFA
Honors

Eight Upper Iowa University football players
were named to the All-Independent Football
Alliance (IFA) Team. The Peacocks were
honored with five First Team selections and
three Second Team choices:
Senior Jesse Montalto (Wellington, Fla.)

was named a First
Team Wide Receiver
after leading Upper
Iowa with 59
receptions for 861
yards and 11
touchdowns. He
caught at least three
passes in every game this season, and
finished the year with his two top
performances—nine catches, 152 yards,
two touchdowns vs. South Dakota and nine
catches, 172 yards, four touchdowns at
Drake. Montalto finished his Upper Iowa
career with 178 receptions for 2,621 yards,
the second-best career totals in school
history. He also ended with 22 career
touchdowns, the third-best mark at UIU.
Sophomore Jay
Lehman (Epworth,
Iowa) shared the AllIFA First Team
Quarterback honors.
In his first year with
the Peacocks, Lehman
completed 117-of-208 passes for 1,369
yards and 10 touchdowns. Lehman threw
three touchdown passes at Drake in the
season finale.
Senior Derek
Turner (Bettendorf,
Iowa) was named to
the First Team
offensive line. A fouryear starter, Turner
averaged 6.5 knockdowns a game and gave
up only two sacks in 10 games this season at
right tackle.
Junior Gary Glasby,
Jr. (St. Louis, Mo.)
was named the First
Team Return
Specialist. He
returned 18 punts for
199 yards and 22
kickoffs for 419 yards. Glasby also led the
team with 481 rushing yards and six

touchdowns on 110 carries. He was named
the IFA Offensive Player of the Week earlier
in the season.
Junior Sam Gorham
(Cleveland, Ohio) was
named a First Team
linebacker. He led the
Peacocks with three
interceptions. Gorham
finished with 65 tackles, including 5.5 for
loss and 2.5 sacks. He added five pass
breakups, two forced fumbles and one
fumble recovery.
Junior Travis Smith
(Tyler, Texas) was
named a Second
Team linebacker. He
led Upper Iowa with
108 total tackles. He
finished with 4.5 tackles for loss, one sack
and one forced fumble. He also returned an
interception 74 yards for a touchdown in the
Peacocks’ season opener at Missouri-Rolla.
Junior Josh
Thomas (Eagle
Lake, Fla.) was named
a Second Team
defensive back. He
started all 10 games
and finished with 59
tackles. He recorded 2.5 tackles for loss,
including one sack, and added one
interception and one fumble recovery.
Thomas had 11 tackles, including 1.5 for
loss, vs. the University of South Dakota.
Sophomore Calvin
Jones (St. Louis,
Mo.) was named a
Second Team
defensive back with
three double-digit
tackle performances.
He had a season-high 13 tackles vs. the
University of South Dakota. Jones finished
with 74 tackles, four pass breakups and one
fumble recovery.

Senior offensive
lineman William
Watkins (St. Louis,
Mo.) earned
Honorable Mention
honors. He started all
10 games at left
tackle, averaged six knockdowns a game and
surrendered only one sack all season.
The Independent Football Alliance is an
association of seven NCAA Division II
Independent Institutions consisting of
Lincoln University, North Greenville
College, Oklahoma Panhandle State
University, Saint Joseph’s College, Tiffin
University, Upper Iowa University and
Western New Mexico University.
UIU Softball
Team
Honored for
Academics

The Upper Iowa
University 2003-04
softball team was
listed in the National
Fastpitch Coaches
Association’s (NFCA)
top academic teams
with an average GPA
of 3.283.
Six Peacocks who
posted GPAs of 3.5 or
better last year were
recognized by the
NFCA: They are
Kristie Calvert
(Marysville, Calif.),
Jenny Hayek (Fort
Atkinson, Iowa),
Jenna Kilburg
(Bellevue, Iowa),
Chyanne Kleve
(Waucoma, Iowa),
Virginia Lewis
(Victorville, Calif.)
and Cheri Lyons
(Chicago, Ill.). The

2004 team finished
28-18, setting a
school record for
wins in a season.
Peacock
Chalk Talk
hits the airwaves

In a creative effort to increase local interest
in UIU athletics, Mike Powicki, assistant
athletic director for external affairs, has
organized a weekly
radio talk show called
“Peacock Chalk Talk.”
The show is hosted
locally and alternates
between Bill’s Pizza
and Smokehouse in
Independence, Tap’t Out in West Union and
Luigi’s in Oelwein. In the fall, the program
featured UIU’s football program with student
and coach interviews. “Peacock Chalk Talk”
is back for the basketball and wrestling season
and can be heard locally on ESPN Talk Radio
AM 1220. Anyone can email questions to any
of the Upper Iowa coaches at
Peacockchalktalk@uiu.edu. Log on to our
web site for a program schedule and listen
online: www.uiu.edu/athletics/broadcast.

Who’s On First?
Name: Dave Manion
Year: Senior
Major: Financial Management
Hometown: Pacifica, California
The 2005 baseball schedule is online
at www.uiu.edu/athletics

Bridge

Winter 2005

23

Homecoming Weekend
October 8-9, 2004
Peacock Pride–Rising to New Heights!
Alan Walker inaugurated
as 20th president of UIU
From Dr. Walker’s inaugural address...
“My family and I came to Upper Iowa
University and the community of Fayette a few
short months ago, having traveled a long and
winding road that took us many places; and it
is only fitting that we should end up in Iowa
where my ancestors came as early settlers in
the 1850s. I have had the fortunate opportunity to be exposed to and live among those of
different cultures and backgrounds and to
explore a variety of interests, both professionally and personally, during my life. It has not
always been easy, but it has been a great experience from which I hope to draw upon as
president, in order that I may make a contribution worthy of those who have dedicated their
lives and careers to this great institution, and
to those many alumni to which this institution
means so much.”
Dr. Walker’s full remarks can be read online at
www.uiu.edu/~uiunews/speechtext.html.

Walker
Roast
Colleagues past
and present
roasted Dr.
Walker on the
evening before
the inauguration ceremony.

Betty Andres issues new $50k
challenge
Just as she did in 2003, UIU alumna and trustee Betty Andres (’46)
issued a Homecoming challenge stating that she would match gifts
designated to the Andres Center up to $50,000. The challenge came at the
Alumni Banquet just
after Alumni Relations
Director Cindy
Carpenter announced
that Betty’s 2003
$50,000 challenge had
been met and
exceeded.
For information on
pledging your support for the Andres Center for Business and
Education—and having your gift matched!—see our web site at
www.uiu.edu/alumni/andres, or call Sue Felder at 563-425-5235.
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Homecoming Queen,
Senior Edna Cheung

The Andres Center for Business
and Education is “Rising to New
Heights”
Our thanks to the business and education alumni who
pledged their support for the Andres Center during our fall
phonathon. Alumni pledges funded over 41 square feet and we
are grateful for the support of so many who have already
contributed to our Fund-A-Foot Campaign.
A gift of $170 will completely fund and furnish one square foot of
the Andres Center for Business and Education. Names of donors at
the “Fund-A-Foot” level will be proudly displayed in the building as
a lasting expression of our gratitude.

Pictured L-R: 2004 Alumni Award recipients Bruce
Campbell (’69), Amy Peterson (’02), Scott Lebin (’64)
and Derek Mosley (’92)

As of December, 2004, 158 alumni and friends have pledged their
support at the $170 level. Many more have made other
contributions toward this project. Remember that your pledge can
be spread out monthly over five years with our electronic funds
transfer option at just $2.83 a month. At that rate, you may choose
to fund even more!
Several naming opportunities remain for classrooms and
faculty offices. Please contact Cindy Carpenter at 563-4255388 or carpenterc@uiu.edu for details.

Pictured L-R: UIU Athletic Hall of Fame Inductees Tyrone
Fambro (’94), Bob Goeller (’91) and Mike Vint (’71)
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Marian (Van
Horn) Hungerford
(’25) Cedar
Rapids, IA,
celebrated her
100th birthday
this past June.
Marian and her
family gathered
in Cedar Rapids to commemorate
the special event. Marian spent 40
years in education in the northeast
Iowa public schools, as did her
husband, Ted (’27).

Bobby Morden (’04) Mason City, IA,
and Brook Growden (’04) Hazleton,
IA, celebrated their graduation last
year by taking a trip to Europe.
They are pictured in front of
Stonehenge.

“Take us with you!”
Where in the world will we find
The Bridge next? Take The Bridge
with you on your travels and send
us a photo of you with your Bridge
by a distinguishing sign or
landmark. Your photos will appear
in upcoming editions in the Class
Notes section.
Send original photos to:
The Bridge
Upper Iowa University
Alumni Center
P.O. Box 1857
Fayette, IA 52142
Or email high resolution (300+ dpi)
JPEG or TIFF images to:
alumni@uiu.edu.

Tips for great Class
Notes photos:
To ensure that your Class Notes photos
reproduce at highest quality, please
follow these guidelines:
■ Original photos – that clearly show
faces (and a distinguishing
landmark for “Take Us With You”
photos) work best. We will scan
your original photo—producing a
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Florence (Senner)
Evans (’31)
Holmen, WI, has
enjoyed a
number of
occupations
after earning
degrees in music
and English. She
has taught
English, K-12 music, coached
school plays and directed the
orchestra, and has been a
homemaker, church organist, piano
teacher and bookkeeper for the
family-owned Evans Hardware in
Monona, Iowa. Currently, at the
age of 95, she resides at Hillview
Care Center in La Crosse, where
she enjoys reading, visits from
family and friends and reminiscing
about the many music students
she taught in her home. She and
her late husband, Robert (’31), have
two daughters, Gloria and Karan.

high resolution digital image—and
return it to you after The Bridge
goes to print.
■ Digital images – can be emailed to
alumni@uiu.edu, but MUST be high
resolution—at least 300 dpi,
attachment size above 300KB. Use
your digital camera’s “publication”
(or highest resolution) setting when
you take the photo.

A group of fellow alumni
gathered at the Red Fox Inn in
Waverly, Iowa, to hold their
annual peacock reunion. They
plan to meet again this year,
August 18, 2005, and welcome
all alumni and friends to attend.
Pictured L-R: Front: Ilo Mae
(Johnson) Rau and Janice
(Harrison) Crawford (’43). Back:

Bill Woods, Frances (Sherren)
Woods, Althea (Clingman) Lenz
(’97), Ruth (Murphy) Haw (’46),
Phyllis (Emhoff) Levitt (’43), and
Donna (Johnson) Halverson.

Ray (’46) and Frances (Morgan)
Kuehl (’41), Mesa, AZ, took their
Bridge with them to Athens,
Greece, in September, 2004. While
there, they
visited
their son
in Cyprus,
who works
at the U.S.
Embassy.

■ Printed copies of digital photos –
generally do not reproduce well
unless the image was initially taken
at high resolution and printed on
high quality photo paper; otherwise,
the scanned image turns out grainy.
Your better bet is to email the high
resolution digital image or mail an
original photo.

Derryl Dumermuth (’46) Tulare, CA,
has written a follow-up book to his
A Town Called Tulare, called Tulare
Legends and Trivia A to Z. With the
help of his wife, Wanda, Derryl
compiled many tidbits that did not
make it into the first book. The
couple is currently looking for
sponsors to have the book printed.
Proceeds will go to the Tulare
Historical Museum.
Bob Murphy (’49) Williamsburg, IA,
was honored by Williamsburg High
School when it was announced in
November, 2004, that the school’s
newly renovated football stadium
would be named for him. Murphy
has been a resident of Williamsburg
since 1949 and served the school
district as principal, coach and
school board member until his
retirement in 1985. He continues to
support community activities and
enjoys golf and gardening. Bob and
his wife, Marilyn, are enjoying
retirement with their two
granddaughters and four stepgrandsons.

Paul Ostrander (’57) Pella, IA, has
retired a second time from his
position as a park ranger for the
Army Corps of Engineers.
Lorenz Behrens (’59) Long Grove,
IA, was selected this past April as
Outstanding Volunteer of the Year
by the North Scott Chamber of
Commerce.

America, the Caribbean and Alaska.

Jean (Tucker) Dutton-Bumsted (’64)
Burr Ridge, IL, and her husband,
Dr. Robert Bumsted, are retired
and enjoying winters in Rancho
Mirage, California. Dr. Bumsted is
the cofounder of the Midwest
Sinus Center in Chicago, and son,
Dr. Jay Dutton, has successfully
taken over his practice. Daughter,
Jacquie Dutton Hart, is a business
development manager with Imation
in Minneapolis. Jean and Robert
have a combined family of four
children (all married) and eight
grandchildren. The couple
celebrated their 28th wedding
anniversary January 8, 2005.
rbumsted@att.net

Scott Lebin (’64) Geneva, IL, was
honored by the Geneva Lions Club
as an Illinois Lions Foundation
Fellow for his leadership as
president and his efforts to raise
money to purchase wheelchairs.

William R. Cook (’65) West Des
Moines, IA, received the
Distinguished Service Award from
the Iowa Society of Certified Public
Accountants. He is an audit partner
for Deloitte & Touche LLP in Des
Moines.

Stanley (’66) and Patricia Anderson
(’70) Waterloo, IA, have three
children and two grandchildren.
Stanley worked for seven years in
UIU’s admissions office until going
to PDCM insurance. Patricia works
in elementary education.

educator for 35 years. He and his
wife, Judy, have three children and
five grandchildren.

Winnoa Dierks (’69) Monticello, IA,
has retired after teaching for over
two decades with Anamosa
Schools. She now enjoys spending
time with her four children and
eight grandchildren.
Lucille (Mark) Hubbard (’69)
Elkader, IA, has retired after 36
years teaching third and fourth
grades. She enjoys spending most
of her time traveling through the
United States.

Paul (’69) and Sandra (Bodde)
Szalkowski (’68) Nashua, IA, are
enjoying their retirement and their
twin granddaughters.

Karen Tharaldson (’69) Oelwein, IA,
retired last May after 27 years of
teaching.

Susan (Buenneke) Tjernagel (’69)
Fairbank, IA, has retired from a
long career of teaching art for
Wapsie Valley Schools.
wsdtjernagel@iowatelecom.net

FOUND: A 1978 UIU class ring was
found in Virginia. It is engraved with
the initials LTM. To claim the ring, or
if you have information about its
owner, please call the Alumni Center
at 1-800-553-4150.
Patricia (Patridge) Hehr (’71)

Don and Laurayne (O’Brien) Easley
(’66) Harpers Ferry, IA, celebrated
Elmer Alderdyce (’60) Waukon, IA,
writes, “The best Father’s Day gift I
gave myself this year was finding
my daughter, Sheri Kay, after 30
years. Not only is she now married
but has given me two beautiful
granddaughters. It is going to be a
wonderful Christmas.”

Rupert (’60) and Margaret (Scott)
Kneef (’60) West Plaines, MO, have
retired to the Ozarks area. They
have enjoyed many escapes to
scenic places, including South

their 62nd wedding anniversary.
They are retired and enjoy
spending time with their three
children, five grandchildren and
four great-grandchildren.

Delpha Holtzman (’66) Fort Dodge,
IA, has retired from nearly four
decades of teaching elementary
school. She spent 35 years at Fort
Dodge Community Schools.
Gerald Szwaya (’68) Hamden, CT,
teaches high school business
classes. Gerald has been an

Oelwein, IA, retired last year from
West Central Schools. She also
welcomed her first grandchild,
Matthew, in August.

Dorothea (Olsen) Odekirk (’71)
Fayette, IA,
recently took her
husband and her
Bridge to
Barrow, Alaska.
She is pictured
standing on the
shore of the
Arctic Ocean.
She is enjoying
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her retirement after many years
teaching elementary school
children at North Fayette Schools.

Vicki (Bond) Rowland (’71)
Clermont, IA, has retired after 33
years of teaching English in the
North Fayette School District. Over
3,000 students later, Mrs. Rowland
is able to close her grammar book,
but there is no rest for the weary.
Vicki was recently elected Fayette
County Supervisor in the
November election.

Barbara (Rathmell) Koskamp (’72)
Pella, IA, is an associate teacher
for Pella Community Schools.

Lois (Juhl) Kremer (’72) Fairfield,
IA, is retired from teaching, but
keeps busy through volunteering.
She is involved with many
community organizations.
ldkremer@kdsi.net
Janet (Lubben) Munoz (’72)
Littleton, CO, is a special
education teacher in Littleton. She
took her Bridge with her to the
2004 U.S. Transplant Games, where
she participated in the tennis
portion of the games.

assistant principal for five years at
East High. She also spent five
years at West High before being
appointed principal at Bunger
Middle School. She recently
became the principal at Expo High
School in Waterloo. She has been
married for 28 years and has two
daughters.

Sue (Greco) Powers (’74)
Milwaukee, WI, teaches sixth grade
at St. Dominics. Her husband,
Gerald, has started his own CPA
business.
Sue.powers@stdominics.net

Mark Rima (’74) Strawberry Point,
IA, has retired after 30 years at
Seedorff Masonry, Inc., in
Strawberry Point.

Geraldine (Sewell) Burns (’75)
Dave Barclay (’72) Arlington, IA, is
completing his twenty-fifth and
final year as head football coach at
Starmont High School. He began
his career at Starmont as an
assistant coach and moved to the
head coach position one year later.
He has a 155-71 record and has
taken the Stars to the state
playoffs seven times, including a
runner-up finish in 1999.

Mercer, PA, and her husband,
Joseph, celebrated their 60th
wedding anniversary. They have
five children and nine
grandchildren.

Marcia (Claney) Whitcher (’72)
West Union, IA, has retired from
teaching first grade at North
Fayette in West Union. She has
worked in education for 32 years,
including 28 at North Fayette.

Patrick Foster (’73) Cary, IL, is a
credit manager for an after
market/heavy equipment
distribution manufacturer. He is
married and loves to hunt, fish and
barbeque.
Kari (Daily) Gunderson (’74)

Paula Cameron (’72) Marengo, IA,
enjoys making “wearable art”
jewelry. Her unique peacock line
of “Paula’s Potpourri Pins” can be
purchased for a limited time at the
Upper Iowa University Logo Store.
http://www.uiu.edu/logostore/index.
html
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Waterloo, IA,
has been with
the Waterloo
School District
since
graduating
from UIU. Kari
received her
master’s from
UNI, and has
been a
teacher, coach and then was

Howard Rappold (’75) Pensacola,
FL, was an early participant in the
Coordinated Off Campus Degree
Program (COCDP) in 1973 in
Washington, D.C., while still on
active duty in the U.S. Army. He
had attended night classes for 13
years at four different colleges
trying to complete his degree. He
saw the opportunity to finally get
his degree through UIU. After two
more years of self study and two
weeks on the Fayette Campus, he
graduated in 1975 with a BA in
public administration, magna cum
laude. He retired from the U.S.
Army as CW04 in February, 1976,
and continued working in law
enforcement and court security.
He is now living in Pensacola,
Florida, and traveling around the
USA in his motor home. “God bless
the USA!”
Patrick Breckunitch (’76) Salina,
KS, is the principal at Sacred Heart
Cathedral Grade School.
Linda Matthews (’76) South
Holland, IL, has received her MA in

English from Governor’s State
University.

Evelyn (Andrews) Stoll (’76)
Cascade, IA, has three children—
Sarah is an elementary teacher in
Cedar Rapids; Douglas and
Andrew are students at the
University of Iowa. Evelyn is
married to Thomas, an
independent dairy and hog farmer.

Christine (Hargrave) Dondlinger
(’76) Waconia, MN, dedicates her
time to helping find permanent
homes for Minnesota’s 700 foster
children who are eligible for
adoption. She also chairs the Carver
County Mental Health Advisory
Board and volunteers for other
community projects. She is married
to Leo, and they have two children.

Michael Daniels (’78) Lancaster,
CA, was cited by nine agencies as
Officer of the Year during Law
Appreciation Day in Lancaster.
Michael is a longtime resident and
deputy probation officer of the Los
Angeles County Probation
Department. He was cited as a
highly respected and dedicated
probation officer experienced in
adult and juvenile services. He is
married to Lisa Walker and has
two children, Shalon and Sean,
daughter-in-law Cindy and one
grandchild, Devon.

anniversary by traveling to Canada
where they enjoyed a lion safari.
Ron is pictured on the observation
deck overlooking Niagara Falls.
Ron conducts technical surveys as
an occupational analyst for the
Department of the Army.

Robert
Peterson
(’79) Boone,
NC, recently
visited
Japan. He
made stops
in Tokyo and
Yokohama,
then
traveled on to Hong Kong and
Singapore. Robert is pictured with
his Bridge inside the Tokyo Tower.
He is enjoying his retirement and
is remodeling his North Carolina
home.

Heidelberg, Germany, was promoted
as a full colonel in the U.S. Army. Four
generations of military service were
represented at the pinning ceremony,
held at UIU’s Fayette Campus. Her
father, a former airborne infantry
officer, and grandfather, a WWII
veteran, pinned the silver eagles to
her shoulders. Ann is married to
Thomas (’80), and they have two
daughters.
boating and playing tennis several
times a week.
brenner@keysurfers.com

Greg Anderson (’80) Oro Valley, AZ,
received his M.S.E. in School
Administration from Drake
University. He is the assistant
principal at Catalina Foothills High
School. He had previously been an
educator in eastern and central
Iowa. He is married to Diane, and
they have two sons and two
grandchildren.

Carmen Eichmann (’78) West Des

Logan Calhoun (’80) Glasgow, KY,

Moines, IA, is an attorney in family
law and owns Eichmann Law
Office in West Des Moines. She
also teaches at UIU’s Des Moines
Center.

is enjoying his retirement and
volunteers his time at the local
historical society and the Banen
County Cultural Center.

Michael Green (’82) Nebraska City,
NE, is teaching and coaching at
Our Lady of Lourdes Central
School. He teaches business and
coaches high school girls
basketball.

Ed Brenner (’83) Big Pine Key, FL,

Ron Floden (’79) Sterling, VA, and
his wife, Wanda, recently
celebrated their 25th wedding

Ann “Angie” (Kimball) Joseph (’82)

retired from Nutone, Inc., as quality
manager in August of 2001. He
relocated from Cincinnati, Ohio, to
Florida and works part time at the
Key West Home Depot and enjoys
traveling in his motor home,

Robert Brown (’83) Glenwood, IA,
was named the 2004 Iowa Special
Olympics Coach of the Year.
Nominations are submitted by
peers and selected by the Special
Olympics Board.
Lorraine Zensen (’83) Stonewall,
TX, owns Von Zensenburg Quilts
and the Sleepy Cat Inn there in
Stonewall. The business celebrated
its fifth anniversary this past
September.

Do you have a penchant
for poetry?
The Alumni Center
at UIU has, for the
UIUnions
last two years,
mailed February
valentines to
alumni in “UIUnions” (married
couples who are both UIU alumni).
In the future, we would love to
feature alumni poetry in our
UIUnion valentines. For more
information, or to request a sample,
contact Carol Lee in the Alumni
Center at 563-425-5231 or
leec@uiu.edu.
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Michele Matt
(’87)
Surprise, AZ,
certified
speaking
professional
and owner
of Inspiring
Solutions in
Phoenix,
presented a program entitled “10
Trends in Motivating and Retaining
Your Employees” at the 2004
meeting of the American
Association of Homes and Services
for the Aging in Nashville,
Tennessee. Since 1989, Michele
has specialized in leadership and
employee development in
continuing care and assisted living
facilities. She has authored several
books on the topic of leadership
and positive attitudes.
Michele@InspiringSolutions.com

Patricia (Hyde) Matt (’87) Elkader,
IA, has a special interest in Native
American studies. She is working
on a project with Emma Bigbean,
the last Native American in
Clayton County.
Randal Tofteland (’89) Chanhassen,
MN, has been elected to the Board
of Directors for Softbrands. Randy
is president and COO of Softbrands,
a global leader in providing
manufacturing solutions for small
to medium-sized businesses
worldwide.

Kristie works out of the Decorah,
Iowa, office. She has two
daughters, Sarah and Katie, and
three sons, Jeremy, Adam and
Jason.

Dave (’91) and Kristine (Andrews)
Martin (’94) Fayette, IA, welcomed
a baby girl to their family last year.
Dave is the head men’s basketball
coach at Upper Iowa University.
Kris is an educational coordinator
for the Oelwein Alternative High
School. kmartin@oelwein.k12.ia.us

Chad Stannard (’94) Volga, IA,
works to market grain to other
countries. He recently returned
from a trip to Japan where he met
with soybean buyers.

Amanda (Lawless) Anderson (’95)
St. Lucas, IA, received her master’s
in counseling from University of
Northern Iowa. She is married to
David, and they have one son, Lucas.

Brad Mattear (’95) West Des
Moines, IA, is the Midwest area
manager and head of research and
design for Restorative Care of
America. Brad is glad to relocate
from Florida back to Iowa.

Bonnie Rosa-Mosena (’95) Clive, IA,
was married August 30, 2003, to
Steve Mosena, CIO with the State
of Iowa, Department of Human
Services. Bonnie is CSO of Artistic
Waste.

Dennis Black (’97) Belt, MT, was
Kristie (Wilbur) Austin (’91) Luana,
IA, received her Certified
Community Action
Professional
(CCAP) designation
from the
Community Action
Partnership in
Washington, D.C.,
on September 1.
The CCAP program
is a peer
recognition certification for seniorlevel staff members who help lowincome people change their lives.
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married in June, 2002, to Amber
and they have one child, Maverick
J. Black. Dennis works at Rocky
Mountain Molding as a production
manager.
dennis@artfrommontana.com

Richard Hill (’96) Fort Atkinson,
WI, has been a DJ for over 20
years. He was recently featured
in DJ Times Magazine. DJ Times
is the largest DJ trade magazine
in the world. He recently DJ’d a
show in which he had the
pleasure of working with Ross
Schaffer, former host of “The
Match Game.” He is currently
developing area Family Fun
Nights where families can come
together and spend some quality
time with each other.
rick@wisconsindj.net
Jason Koch (’97) Waterloo, IA, has
joined Wells Fargo Home
Mortgage as a home mortgage
consultant. He previously worked
for Wells Fargo Banks as a
personal banker. He is also a
certified instructor for homebuyer
seminars for first-time buyers.

Mark Ruehle (’98) Des Moines, IA,
is self-employed as a personal
trainer, and is married to Brooke.
Arleen Cairo (’99) Antigo, WI, is a
student in the Associate in Ministry
Program at Wartburg Theological

Jobs Wanted!
Is your employer hiring? Here’s a GREAT way to help some UIU students
get their start: when you get emails with job postings at work, forward them
to the Career Services office at careers@uiu.edu!
Does your business offer student internships? We want to hear from you!
Contact Karla Gavin, Director of Career Services, at careers@uiu.edu. What
a simple way to make a big difference in the life of a student!

Seminary.
She credits
UIU for her
successes:
“I would not
have gotten
this far in
any sense if
not for the
wonderful
people and
support at
UIU and the
Extended
University
program in
Wausau, Wisconsin.”

Matthew Kilar (’00) Henderson, NV,
was married to his wife, Katie, and
they welcomed a son, Richard
Joseph “R.J.” Kilar, that same day.
R.J. was one month early and
made a grand entrance. Matt plays
adult league baseball and works for
a design firm as a land surveyor.
TheIronLung19@aol.com
Tiffany Sample (’00) Austin, TX, has
begun her master’s in social work
at the University of Texas-Austin.
She is interning as a counselor
with a national program called
Communities In Schools. Tiffany is
also an AmeriCorp volunteer.
Ruth Starr (’00) Hunlock Creek, PA,
is working for the General Services
Administration helping businesses
in the Washington, D.C., area sell
products to government agencies.
She is also currently seeking her
Ph.D. at Cappella University.

Matt Carne (’01) Ceres, CA, is an
elementary physical education
teacher (grades 1-6), and he is in his
third year as the junior varsity head
baseball coach at Ceres High
School. “I attribute my success to
Upper Iowa University and their
amazing and dedicated staff. The
environment was very comfortable
for me to excel and reach my fullest
potential. Thank you for your
support.” carnage_028@yahoo.com

Considering a career change?
SIGI Plus, a FREE online career
assessment tool, is available
to UIU alumni! SIGI can help
you determine career fields
that suit you based on your
work-related values, interests
and skills. Research a field of
interest to find average
starting salary, summary of
skills, advancement
opportunities and required
training and education.
General job-search tools are
available to assist you with
resume writing, building a
network of contacts and
dealing with obstacles. To get
started, contact Karla Gavin,
Director of Career Services,
for the password (required for
access): 563-425-5208 or
careers@uiu.edu.

Diane Hammel (’01) Manchester, IA,
was promoted to chief financial
officer and cashier at F&M Bank.
She will be responsible for
financial reporting, accounting
and implementation of corporate
objectives. She has been with the
bank since 1978.
Donald Lam (’02) Colorado Springs,
CO, has retired from the U.S. Army
and has been on the road ever
since! He is working on short-term
contracts with different defense
contractors, which takes him
overseas quite often.

Linda Campfield (’03) West Des
Moines, IA, is a recent graduate of
the Iowa Association of Community
Providers Leadership Institute.
Clifton (’03) and Kelly (Hric) Couture
(’02) Chalmette, LA, were united in
marriage on March 27, 2004, in the
Jackson Barracks Chapel (which
also is a center location for UIU.)
Kelly is employed at Jackson
Barracks as a civilian federal
technician with the Louisiana Army
National Guard. Clifton is a logistics

officer with the United States
Property and Fiscal Office.

Charlie Finch (’03) Des Moines, IA,
is a park ranger for the Polk
County Conservation Board.
Jenny Lawler (’03) Portland, OR, is
pursuing an AmeriCorp position with
Clark County Washington Solid
Waste. Jenny is developing a
program aimed at increasing the
recyclable options for plastics, glass,
aluminum and tin. She plans to finish
requirements for her teaching
certificate during her involvement in
the AmeriCorp program.

Baoquan Liu (’03) Coquitlam, BC,
has graduated with the honor of
distinguished student of NYIT’s
MBA program.
Brent Meyers (’03) West Union, IA,
is an assistant wrestling coach at
Upper Iowa University. A four-year
wrestler for the Peacocks, Meyers
was a two-time All-American. He
finished sixth in the nation at 184
pounds in 2002 before claiming his
National Championship at 197
pounds in 2003. meyersb@uiu.edu
Ken Reaves (’03) and Patrisha
Brown (’05) Fayette, IA, became a
UIUnion on August 14, 2004. Ken is
a financial aid counselor at Upper
Iowa, and Patrisha will graduate
this spring.

Paulette Bradley (’04) Camp
Douglas, WI, is the first to graduate
from UIU-Madison’s offsite
program in Maustin, Wisconsin.

Are YOU looking for a job?
We can help! Contact the Career
Services office at careers@uiu.edu
or call 563-425-5208 to speak with
Karla Gavin, Director of Career
Services. Visit our web site at
www.uiu.edu/career for additional
resources.
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Karla Gavin, director of career services,
Faculty and
Staff Notes

received the Fayette Mayor’s Award for
Volunteerism for Community Betterment in
September. She is a member of the Fayette
Community Tree Board, the Grandview
Cemetery Board, the Main Street Improvement
Committee and the Fayette Park/Sports Complex
fundraising committee.

Ken Adderly, assistant professor of history,

completed a continuing education requirement
last summer by visiting several art and natural
history museums in Los Angeles, California. His
purpose was to study their presentations of
cultural diversity. He visited the Natural History
Museum, the California African American
Museum, the Museum of Tolerance and the Los
Angeles County Museum of Art.

Tracy Griffith, academic advisor at the

Milwaukee Center, was elected secretary of the
Southeast Wisconsin Educational Consortium.
The Center designated December 15 as “Tracy
Griffith Day” in her honor.
Heath Grimm, head wrestling coach, was
inducted into the Luther College Athletic Hall of
Fame on October 16, 2004.

Day parade. Kunze and Starsen entered the
parade with a seven-foot hand-built float
celebrating the 50th anniversary/birthday of
Japanese movie monster Godzilla.
Manzoor Murshed, assistant professor of

management information systems, presented
two papers at the 7th International Conference
on Computer and Information Technology held
in Dhaka, Bangladesh, in December.
Charles Nairn, librarian at UIU from 1960-64,
and his wife, Margaret, celebrated the birth of
their 10th grandchild, Kimberley Claire. She
was born to Michael and Donna Nairn of
Spencer, Mass., on August 7, 2004. Charles is
retired and lives in Sault Sainte Marie,
Michigan.

Dr. Richard A. Barker, associate professor of

management, has been selected for a panel
discussion about teaching modern students
entitled “Those Pesky Millennials” at the
Midwest Business Administration Association
meeting in Chicago in March. In addition, Dr.
Barker will be presenting a paper entitled
“Organizations Understood As Political
Communities” at that same conference. Dr.
Barker’s latest novel, a mystery entitled Misplaced
Faith, has been accepted for publication and will
be available sometime this spring.
Congratulations to Dr. Marche’ FlemingRandle, recipient of the Excellence in Teaching
Award at the UIU-Fort Riley Center. Marche’ has
been teaching at UIU for over five years. Her
area of expertise is human services and social
science. Students say her greatest strengths are
her “real world” experience and her caring
attitude. She is described by many as the
ultimate instructor who is able to blend
knowledge and teaching to such a fine art that
her students excel. Great job, and best success
in the future!

Brent Kuker, head softball coach, was honored
by the National Fastpitch Coaches Association
(NFCA) for earning his 100th victory as a head
coach last season. Kuker received an Easton
Victory Club Award at a special luncheon at the
NFCA National Convention in Las Vegas, Nevada,
on December 6.

Joel Kunze, director of internet development,
and Melle Starsen, assistant professor of

communications, won first place in the
community float division of UIU’s Homecoming

Pictured L-R:
Jutta Zelko,
Ft. Riley Center
administrative
assistant;
Marche’
Fleming-Randle;
Ibek Rodriguez,
Ft. Riley Center
student
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Tom and Joycelyn Parish, associate and
assistant professors of psychology, attended the
International School Psychology Colloquium held
in July at the University of Exeter in England.
John Siblik, assistant professor of art, was
awarded a summer faculty scholarship stipend
to participate in an artists’ residency at the
Vermont Studio Center. Artists from 13
countries in Asia, and numerous countries in
Eastern and Western Europe, Latin America and
the Caribbean have been selected for residencies.
The center selects artists representing a mix of
media and cultures to offer a wide range of
exchanges with fellow professional peers, as well
as interaction with distinguished visiting artists.
Throughout the month of June, Siblik
concentrated on painting landscapes and figure
drawings—starting points of investigation for
much of his recent work.

As a result of this residency, Siblik is working
on scheduling shows at the Edgar Fine Arts
Gallery on the Fayette Campus with Danni Xi of
Beijing and Sandra Smithson of Jackson,
Mississippi. Siblik’s work from this residency
experience will be featured in an upcoming
exhibit on the Fayette Campus as well as an
exhibit at Millsaps College next fall.
Melle Starsen, assistant professor of

communications, has had her second novel
accepted for publication. The book, Not Quite
Heaven, is about a man with a terminal illness
who succumbs to the disease and ends up
meeting a beautiful but sarcastic angel who
makes him relive the mistakes in his life. The
novel is scheduled to be released in 2005.

Before You Give
In Memoriam

Making a significant charitable gift can be one of the most enjoyable
experiences in life. Here is a little quiz to help you gain maximum
satisfaction. If you answer all of these correctly, you are on your way to
philanthropic fulfillment.
True or False:

1. My gift will serve to advance the mission of Upper Iowa University.
Alumni:
Irving A. Mirick ’32, June 16, 2004, Medford, Oregon
Robert D. Graham ’32, August 9, 2004, Golden, Colorado
Margaret R. Canty ’37, August 10, 2004, Cedar Falls, Iowa
Ruth Alcorn ’38, December 3, 2003, West Union, Iowa
Mary Virginia (Strayer) Murray ’38, January 1, 2004,
Des Moines, Washington
Carl R. Lund ’39, May 26, 2004, McGregor, Iowa
Darrel E. Arthur ’41, October 28, 2004, Oak Ridge, Tennessee
George E. Bray ’42, February 21, 2003, Cape Coral, Florida
Floy (Morgan) Erickson ’42, October 7, 2004, Cedar Rapids, Iowa
Rev. Maurice M. Frevert ’47, July 15, 2004, Waterloo, Iowa
Wayne Arthur Hurmence ’48, October 12, 2004, Austin, Minnesota
Jerome “Jerry” Hogarty ’50, November 25, 2004, Iowa City, Iowa
Derryl D. Leonhart ’50, August 25, 2004, Elgin, Iowa
Helen (Kirby) Hornbeck ’54, March 1999, Elk Mountain, Wyoming
Katheryne A. Lucey ’54, January 15, 2002, Edgewood, Iowa
Carroll K. Willard ’54, July 16, 2000, Saint Paul, Minnesota
Russell J. Elliot ’58, October 6, 2004, Tama, Iowa
Dr. Theodore R. Zeran ’59, August 19, 2004, Burlington, Iowa
Gaile L. Carlson ’61, October 3, 2004, Ogden, Iowa
Judy (Szemkus) Keller ’64, May 20, 2004, Peterson, Minnesota
Elinor (Maurer) Hebrank ’66, May 24, 2004, St. Louis, Missouri
Eva (Boyer) Reeder ’70, November 6, 2003, Elgin, Iowa
Joan (Pleggenkuhle) Jensen ’70, November 10, 2004,
West Union, Iowa
Ronald C. Crawford ’75, November 20, 2004,
Excelsior Springs, Missouri
Frank DiLeonardo ’76, Las Vegas, Nevada
Martha (Westphall) Robbins ’76, Murray, Iowa
Khan G. Ullah ’79, May 5, 2002, Aliso Viejo, California
Sara M. Leatherbury ’84, August 13, 2000, Saint Petersburg, Florida
Michael J. Wiley ’86, June 8, 2004, Strawberry Point, Iowa
David W. Shumway ’96, July 8, 2004, Plant City, Florida
Brandon Hayes Patterson ’99, August 26, 2004, Urbandale, Iowa
Dr. Austin J. Goldsmith ’99, December 6, 2004, Grand Rapids, Michigan
Scott P. Mein ’00, November 17, 2003, Ankeny, Iowa

Friends
Marge Nihart, December 1, 2004, Fayette, Iowa

Believing in the cause you support is paramount to gift-giving satisfaction.
Before making a major gift, be sure to review the educational purposes
and consistent accomplishments of Upper Iowa University. Then plan your
gift to further this mission.

2. I am giving the most appropriate asset.

Sometimes a gift of real estate, stock, life insurance policies or other
valuables can be more beneficial than simply writing a check. Before
giving, review your estate assets.

3. I have considered the tax consequences of my gift.

Making a “tax-wise” gift can actually enable you to give more than you might
otherwise be able to do. This is especially true of assets that contain longterm capital gain. The correct timing of a gift can also enhance tax benefits.

4. I have sought counsel from a competent advisor.

Wise counsel from a good estate-planning attorney and CPA is valuable when
making a major gift. This is especially true if your gift involves legal documents.

5. I have talked with Upper Iowa University’s planned giving officer
about my gift.
Planned giving officers know the ins and outs of making wise and
satisfying charitable gifts. They are skilled in helping you consider the
points of this quiz and in assisting you through the gift-giving process.

For more information on making a truly satisfying gift to Upper
Iowa University, contact Cindy Carpenter, director of planned
giving, at 563-425-5388 or carpenterc@uiu.edu. Or use the
reply form below.

CLIP AND MAIL
Dear Ms. Carpenter:
❑ Please contact me by phone. My number is:
___________________________________________
and the best time to reach me is:
___________________________________________
Name:______________________________________

If you know of alumni, faculty, staff or friends who have passed
away and you would like to share this news with our readers,
please contact The Bridge. Death announcements must be
accompanied by a memorial service program or newspaper
obituary to be printed in this publication.

Spouse:_____________________________________

To make a contribution in memory of a classmate, friend or
relative, please send your gift to:

City:___________________State:____Zip:__________

Upper Iowa University
Attn: Sue Felder, Alumni Center
P.O. Box 1857
Fayette, IA 52142
Or call 1-800-553-4150

Mailing address:_______________________________

Place the completed form in an envelope and mail to:
Cindy Carpenter, Director of Planned Giving
Upper Iowa University
P.O. Box 1857
Fayette, IA 52142
Bridge Winter 2005
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NCAA DIVISION II
Beginning of an era

W

hen Upper Iowa University
announced its plans in 2003 to
leave the Division III Iowa
Conference to pursue NCAA Division II status,
many wondered about the wisdom of such a
move. UIU had been active in the Iowa
Conference for 82 years and had even been a
founding member. For several weeks following
the press conference, local papers and
editorials had much to say on the topic, both
pro and con. Through it all, UIU Athletic
Director Gil Cloud has found much to cheer
about.
Why the move to Division II status?
Upper Iowa University’s Fayette Campus was
seeking a marketing niche in this state. We had
to ask ourselves, “What do we have that’s
different? Really different?” One of our tasks
was to upgrade what people thought about our
academics. The NCAA’s higher academic
standard for athletes helped us in that regard.
There are 25 private colleges in Iowa all
marketing to Iowa students. Our Division II
status has definitely helped us create a niche—
in the last year we have had greater success
recruiting in-state and drawing Iowa students.
Division II stresses the balance between
athletics and academics. They care about how
you do on the field, but they also care that our
athletes graduate and earn a degree. As a
Division II school, we will be able to offer our
student athletes athletic scholarships which will
help them be able to stay in school.
How does Division II address academics?
Academic eligibility is very important in
Division II. The academic requirements go
through an NCAA clearinghouse—it’s not up to
each school to define eligibility. That gives us
more credibility academically because eligibility
is determined by an outside agency. All 109 of
our freshman athletes cleared the NCAA
clearinghouse this year. This presents an
opportunity for better retention and better
graduation rates because we are able to attract
quality students.
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How has the change affected athletic
recruiting?
We are more welcome in high schools than we
have been in a while. Upper Iowa has always
offered a good education. That hasn’t changed.
What has changed is that our athletes are playing
at the second highest level in the United States.
When our coaches go out to recruit, they know
they have to go out and find quality student
athletes. Each department has a target number,
but the quality is paramount. In fact, student
success is tied to coaches’ raises. Factors we
look at are retention, grade point averages,
graduation rate, as well as the results on the
field. In athletics, we have an open grade book.
Everyone can see how we are doing week to
week.
What are the most noticeable early
benefits of this transition?
We have had opportunities to play Division I
schools this year including Drake, University of
Northern Iowa, Iowa State University and the
University of Iowa. Iowa kids grow up watching
these schools compete on television, and it’s a
big deal for them to go head-to-head with these
schools. It elevates their own personal level of
competition.
We played Drake in football—we got a little
beat up, but two years ago we never could have
scheduled the game. Two years from now, they
won’t want to play us. After the game, the score
was on the ESPN and even scrolled across the
screen of the Iowa/Purdue game. You can’t buy
that kind of publicity. I think we’ll see even
more of that.
Is Upper Iowa ready to compete at the
Division II level?
This transition is a methodical process. I
believe it’s going to take three recruiting classes
and about four years to be a solid D-II
program, but we are on the right track as we
prepare to begin our second year of provisional
status. When you apply to move your program
to Division II, you can either be accepted,

accepted with conditions or not accepted at all.
In our first application we were moved ahead
with no conditions.
The review committee visited our campus and
complimented us on our athletic facilities and
comfortable campus. We know that the
aesthetic is something prospective students
look at—they want to play in nice facilities. We
have a three-year strategic plan to continue to
improve our facilities, and our donors are
helping us get there. Our new Day Suite is an
example of this. It is an impressive area. It’s the
first place we take prospective student athletes
on their campus visits, and it’s the last place we
meet with them at the end of the day.
What does “provisional status” mean?
In April, 2003, we received Board approval to
reclassify and began the two-year process on
September 1, 2003. We will become an active
Division II member on September 1, 2005.
What that means right now is that our games
don’t count toward postseason standings. That
is why we had just four home football games
this year—it is more difficult to attract other
schools to come here to play home games if it
doesn’t help their postseason rankings;
however, I just finalized our football season for
2005 and we will have seven home games.
That tells me that other Division II schools want
to play us. In fact, next fall we have a team
traveling 851 miles from Oklahoma in October.
How can alumni be part of this
transition?
We need the support of our alumni, faculty and
staff now more than ever. We don’t just say we
need your help just to say it; we need to give you
a reason to be committed. Where we were once
known only statewide, we will be known
regionally against opponents in Nebraska,
Wisconsin and North Dakota. When we have
games on the road, it’s a great opportunity to
plan events and have our alumni be part of that.
We are at the beginning of some great
opportunities, and I expect great things for Upper
Iowa University athletics in the next ten years.

TAIL FEATHERS
Love at First Sight

I

Fay joined our student band as drummer, so we
spent many weekends playing various “gigs” and
got to know each other well. We decided it was too
confining a life, and eloped on January 26, 1952,
with our good friend Earl Johnson, ’53, and his
wife as witnesses. As soon as school was out she
moved out to the farm with me. That winter I
started teaching in Blairstown, Iowa, and Fay
stayed home to take care of our precious daughter,
Vicki, born November 1, 1952.

t was a match made in Iowa, if not in
heaven. Dave (’53) and Fay Ingersoll
(’54) Thompson recall the events that
brought them together 52 years ago.
DAVE: I was born in Mt. Morris, Michigan, just
prior to the Depression. My father worked at
Buick Motor Company in Flint and was fortunate
to work all through the lean years, so we never
suffered much for food, clothing or housing as
some of the less fortunate.
After entering the Army Air Corps in 1941, I
became a fighter pilot/instructor and saw service
in different theaters. After my separation from the
military in 1946, I spent five years instructing
pilots in Michigan and attended college at Central
Michigan College of Education in Mt. Pleasant.
About this time, my parents retired and moved
onto a farm near Fayette, Iowa. I decided to go
along and finish my degree at Upper Iowa
University. My final degree was in history with
minors in speech, literature and English.
This was my final year or so, and therefore I didn’t
have much time for activities as such. I did play in
a dance band with Jim Kline and other students
and did date some. But mostly I just hung out with
students who were veterans and closer to my age,
and helped my folks get settled and operational on
the farm.
FAY: I was born on a farm near Rock Falls, Iowa,
during the Depression years as the last of twelve
children. In a way, I may have been fortunate to be
the last child in a large family. As the baby of the
family, it was my lot to receive the last of the handme-downs, which often meant that whatever it was
would be worn out and I would get something
new, usually made by one of my sisters.
My lucky lot continued and, when I graduated from
high school, the local school officials helped me
receive a loan and scholarship to Upper Iowa
University, as well as a job at the library. Without this
help I would never have been fortunate enough to go
to college after the Depression and World War II.
I really loved the social climate at the University,
and all the activities gave me a chance to grow and
make friends. I was involved in band, choral
groups, plays, literary group and the Kappa Eta

Beta sorority. My
major was music,
with music and
English minors. I
appreciated the
personal interest
my instructors took
in me, as it really
helped my self
image.
DAVE: Fay and I met while building a class float out
at my parents’ farm. We used the machine shed to
build it, and we used many boxes of Kleenex to fill
all the chicken wire. (When we took the float out on
the highway, a big semi truck passed by on the other
side of the road and created a lot of suction.
Unfortunately, it pulled most of the Kleenex out of the
chicken wire making the float look more like a
plucked chicken!)
When I first saw Fay at school, my reaction was
WOOF! Need I say more? As I recall, I asked her out
on our first “date,” which consisted of going
downtown to have dinner. A number of our school
chums were there, and we mostly socialized with
them that evening. I guess our first real date was
when we went to the Pine Lodge in Oelwein. It was
there that we discovered that we both loved to
dance and, up until my body started complaining,
we have danced our way through our marriage.
Music in the 50’s was mostly love songs, so trying to
pin down a favorite is rather difficult. As romantics,
we loved them all and danced to most of them.
In a town the size of Fayette, the dating scene was
rather restricted. Most of the kids would bowl,
swim or go on picnics to Big Rock. When they
scraped enough together they might go to Oelwein
to the movies or to the Pine Lodge to dance.

We returned to Fayette, and Fay went
back to school to finish her degree.
By that time I had secured a
teaching position in Stanley, Iowa, so
we were able to leave Vicki at home
with my parents while Fay was in her
final years at school. After Fay
completed her degree, we were both
offered positions in Arlington,
Iowa—she taught music and I
taught social studies. While in this
position I accepted an assignment as
seasonal park ranger at Effigy
Mounds National Monument in McGregor, Iowa.
In 1958, I was accepted into the National Park
Service as a full-time park historian. As I pursued
my career in the National Park Service, Fay
continued to teach music in each of the areas
where we were stationed. She also directed and
sang in church choirs in most of the areas we were
assigned.
After retiring from the Park Service in April of
1980, we lived for twenty-four years in Cochiti
Lake, New Mexico, and now for a year and a half
in Rio Rancho, New Mexico.
Fay, an accomplished artist, still sells her paintings
and other artwork at arts and crafts festivals, and I
still fly when I can scrape the cash together. In fact,
on my 80th birthday this year, my old friend, “Tug”
Kangus, flew from Page, Arizona, and let me fly his
Cessna 182. How about that for closing out a flying
career with the ones you love and admire!
We both have wonderful memories of our years at
Upper Iowa and remember the great faculty and
students with fondness.
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Rise and shine! Kim Knapp is up before
the sun, arriving on the Fayette Campus
by 5:00 a.m. Kim and the other early risers
in UIU’s physical plant help the campus
wake up each morning by unlocking buildings and getting them ready for a new day.

The post office charges Upper Iowa University 70 cents for each change of address returned to us. You can help us
eliminate unnecessary expenses by informing us of your new address before you move. Parents, if your son or daughter
no longer maintains a permanent address at home, please notify the UIU Alumni Center of the correct mailing address.
Call 1-800-553-4150 x 6, or email alumni@uiu.edu. THANK YOU!
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