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T
he theme of this issue of The Bridge is “A World of
Opportunity.” When you consider Upper Iowa’s past
challenges, its present successes, and its bright future, 

you realize that the spirit of the University is indeed a spirit 
of opportunity.

It is my responsibility, as president, to study Upper Iowa’s
past and learn the lessons it has to teach, to build on our present
successes, and to ensure that we continue our mission – providing
educational opportunities to learners worldwide – well into 
the future.

Our past

When Upper Iowa was founded in 1857, educational
opportunities were limited. Parents in the Fayette area had to 
send their college-age children on long stagecoach journeys 
to reach an institution of higher learning. It took a real leap 
of faith to commit the money and land needed to build a college 
in Fayette, to provide professors and administrators and a variety
of educational opportunities for local young people. Fortunately,
the Alexanders and Robertsons were willing to take that leap 
of faith, and we honor them for their sacrifices.

The same leap of faith taught us valuable lessons when we
began our worldwide outreach – our external degree program,
our satellite centers around the nation, and our online graduate

program. We had to be willing to risk our reputation and 
our financial resources to take educational opportunities 
to the places where they were needed. Of course we did our
background “homework” first, including market research and
financial projections, but success was not assured beforehand.

Our present

It would be easy to rest on our laurels as we
reap the fruits of our current successes, but as
president I can’t afford to rely on the status quo.
As we enjoy our present status and growing

reputation around the nation and the world,
one thing we need to constantly keep 
in mind is flexibility of opportunity.

For example, when we established our
graduate program in 1995, the degree 
we chose was the entrepreneurial Master’s
in Business Leadership. Graduate courses

were offered on the Fayette Campus and at
our largest satellite centers. As time went on,
though, we noticed two things. One was that 

From the pres ident

“Today, the old adage that opportunity

only knocks once is especially true. 

With fierce competition for students and

resources in the higher education field,

you have to “get it right” the first time –

there is no second chance. One of my

responsibilities for ensuring Upper Iowa’s

future is identifying the first “waves,” 

the newest trends in education, and taking

the necessary steps to implement them 

at this great university.”Ralph McKay, President

UIU President Ralph McKay recruited
an enthusiastic potential UIUwomen’s
basketball star, Ellie Schaeffer, during
commencement exercises this spring.
Ellie was visiting to celebrate with her
grandfather, Donald Schaeffer (’49), 
as he received his honorary doctorate
(see p. 21).
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the MBL degree was not as recognized or sought out as the
Master’s in Business Administration. Then, too, online courses
were becoming increasingly popular, and people were less willing
to travel to a campus or center for their coursework. As we noted
these trends, we made the decision to modify our MBL program
slightly to make it an MBA, and to offer the program online. This
flexibility has proven to be the right move for us.

Our future

Perhaps my most important job as president is to ensure the
future of Upper Iowa University. I have an administrative team in
place that oversees the day-to-day operations of the University –
residential and extended – and our faculty do a fine job of
providing a quality education to our students. This gives me 
the opportunity to look five to ten years “down the road” and
determine the direction in which Upper Iowa should be headed. 
As I look to the future, I see several trends emerging.

While our enrollment on the Fayette Campus continues to grow
each year, that growth is modest – about three percent each year.
Right now we have around 720 students, which is small enough 
to be a family but still comprise a diversity of cultures and
experiences. We have students with a wide variety of backgrounds
and interests, and they add greatly to the mix, as do our
international students. We will continue to work toward providing
ever-increasing opportunities for learning on the Fayette Campus.

Our greatest opportunities for the future are the military 
and our international markets. Here again, opportunity is key.
The leaders of our armed services want educated, informed
soldiers, and are willing to commit the resources necessary
toward this goal – providing courses on base, laptops, and
electronic libraries. Since we have a solid reputation with the
military, our prospects are bright in this area.

In southeast Asia, educational opportunities currently exist for
very few. Only a tiny elite will have the chance to attend college
there. This leaves millions and millions of intelligent, talented
individuals who want a chance at an American degree and the
opportunities that come with it. Higher education organizations 
in southeast Asia are willing to work with Upper Iowa University
because we have a reputation for quality education worldwide.

Today, the old adage that opportunity only knocks once is
especially true. With fierce competition for students and resources
in the higher education field, you have to “get it right” the first
time – there is no second chance. One of my responsibilities for
ensuring Upper Iowa’s future is identifying the first “waves,” the
newest trends in education, and taking the necessary steps 
to implement them at this great university.

Our spirit

In addition to all the research I could do, all the experts 
I could consult, all the trends I could note and implement, there 
is another factor involved, something intangible, and that is the
“spirit” of Upper Iowa University. Many of you have felt this 
spirit; I have certainly felt it ever since I joined Upper Iowa 
eleven years ago.

Several times in our history, Upper Iowa was quite literally on
the verge of closing its doors. Often, something almost miraculous
happened to keep the University growing and thriving. Sometimes
it was a generous gift of money just at the right time, or a far-
seeing administrator who was able to make the often difficult
choices and changes to get everything back on track. Sometimes,
though, it’s been nothing but pure spirit that has held this
university together: the spirit of people who loved Upper Iowa 
and were determined not to let this great institution sink into
obscurity. This spirit is alive and well today, and I thank all 
of you who have felt that spirit and have responded by supporting
Upper Iowa with your gifts of money, time, or talent. 

On January 7, 2002, Upper Iowa will begin its 145th year of
providing educational opportunities to learners, first locally, then
nationwide, then worldwide. We’ll be celebrating that anniversary,
and many, many more to come. I’m very proud of our
distinguished history, our current successes, and our promising
future. Most of all, I’m proud of the “Spirit of UIU” – shared 
by alumni, current students, faculty, staff, and friends – that has
guided this University in the past and present and will continue 
to inspire us in the twenty-first century.

Sincerely,

Ralph McKay, President



WORLD OF OPPORTUNITY
E very day, our growing society calls

upon us to think and act on a more
global level. As our communications

and data sharing technologies improve, our
world gets “smaller,” and the ability to interact
with our neighbors on the planet becomes ever

more important.

Nowhere is the phenomenon of our
shrinking Earth more evident than in the
field of education. What was once based 
in bricks and mortar is taking flight via
digital signals and streams of data. The
classrooms of yesterday are giving way 
to technology, and today’s students are as
likely to be found taking class notes from
their laptop as they are from a live lecturer.

Where once there were no telephones,
there are computer terminals, linked 
to the world via the Internet. Even in the
farthest reaches of developing countries
like China, satellite broadcasts carry 
the power of the World Wide Web to
geographically isolated people. And 
where there is the opportunity to 
share information, there is education.

Embracing the opportunity to reach 
out to people hungry for the chance 

to learn is nothing new at Upper Iowa
University. From the very founding 

of the school, UIU has stood as 
a “frontier institution,” serving
individuals outside of the 
safe realm of “civilization.”

History books say the frontier 
is gone – replaced by miles 
of pavement and high wires. 
At UIU, the frontier is not
gone. It is redefined.
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Patsy Shin has more than 
ten years’ working experience 
in the administration, human
resources and secretarial fields.
She is currently an office manager
in a well-known financial web site
company in Hong Kong, and is
responsible for a wide array of
administration and human
resources issues.

Patsy received her diploma 
in management studies through 
joint study programs at Hong 
Kong Polytechnic University 
and the Hong Kong Management
Association. In order to enrich 
her knowledge in business
administration and pursue a
bachelor’s degree, Patsy decided
to further her study at the Upper
Iowa University Hong Kong
Campus.

“Everyone is talking about
‘added-value’ after the world
economic crash in 1997,” she
commented. “As an office manager
responsible for recruitment, I am
well aware of the rapid increase in
employment competition with a
glut of graduates. In order to add
value for myself, I decided to
further my study in a degree
course in business administration.”

Patsy had many options for
study near her Hong Kong home. 
“I selected Upper Iowa University
as it is an internationally
recognized American university,”
she explained. “In addition, the fast
and flexible studying modules are
most suitable to our working class.

Expand ing Oppo rtuni t ies
Hong Kong Center Student Patsy Shin

The program is not only designed
to suit the specific needs of the
business world, but is also a liberal
education, which enhances our
thinking ability to cope with the
ever-changing world.”

Studying through an American
institution was a new experience
for Patsy, but she embraced the
opportunity wholeheartedly. “This
is my first time dealing with an
American university,” she noted.
“Everything is new and interesting.
Most of my lecturers are from the
U.S.A., and their teaching method
is quite different from the
traditional Chinese. They place
their emphases in home projects
and class discussions, which 
helps us to work independently
and develop a team spirit. It also
gives us opportunities to express
our own ideas and share our views
with others, whereas the traditional
Chinese teaching method mainly
focuses on examinations.”

Patsy began her studies at
the UIU Hong Kong Center in 2000.
She spent two weeks on the
Fayette campus for a special case

management
session during
the summer 
of 2001. Patsy
completed her
studies with
UIU at the 
end of 2001.

Patsy Shin is married and lives in Hong
Kong. She visited the Fayette campus 
for a two-week residency during the
summer of 2001.

The American Frontier

True to the spirit with which the
University was established, UIU has
continually sought to meet the needs 
of underserved people. In traditional
education methods, this meant either
bringing the students to the campus 
or taking the campus to the students.

In 1973, at a time when most 
American schools were just beginning 
to explore the opportunities offered by
distance education, Upper Iowa University
launched the External Degree program.
The program provided the opportunity 
for professors and students to exchange
course materials and projects through 
the mail, breaking the barriers of
geography and opening the doors 
of education to any and all who wished 
to enter.

Prompted by successes enjoyed 
through the External Degree as well as
several workplace-based course offerings,
UIU opened its first off-campus educational
centers in 1984. The Des Moines (Iowa)
and Madison (Wisconsin) locations paved
the way for centers to come, and, by 
2001, the University had established twelve
learning centers, including four military
base locations. Thanks to flexible course
schedules and a sensitivity to the needs 
of nontraditional students, each center
offers adult learners the opportunity to
pursue a degree without making radical
lifestyle changes.

Looking Internationally

With the success of the American-based
learning centers, UIU began to explore 
the possibility of establishing international
learning centers. In 1997, the Kuala
Lumpur (Malaysia) site was established,
and, by 2001, UIU had five accredited,
degree-granting international sites: Kuala
Lumpur (Malaysia), Hong Kong, Singapore,
Vancouver (British Columbia, Canada), 
and Toronto (Ontario, Canada).

In an arrangement similar to that
enjoyed in some of UIU’s domestic learning
centers, UIU partners with local learning
institutions to provide students with the
opportunity to complete a f o u r-year degree
program. Sometimes called “twinning,” the
partnership allows students to obtain half of
their degree credits at the locally operated

institution (similar to American two-
year colleges), followed by two years of
coursework at the UIU center to complete
their degree.

“The full-time faculty on the Fayette
Campus develops the curriculum and
syllabi,” explained Senior Vice President of
the Residential University Philip Langerman.



When UIU conservation
management major Joan Flecksing
was offered a position with the
Iowa Department of Natural
Resources last summer, it seemed
like a dream come true.

“The field of conservation
management stresses that an
individual have an applicable
college degree combined with
hands-on experience,” she
explained. “But, without one, 
you usually don’t have access 
to the other.”

Being in the midst of her
conservation management studies,
Joan was torn – accept the job 
or finish her degree? Thanks to 
the UIU External Degree Program,
she was able to do both.

“In my experience, college
got me directly to where I wanted
to be right from the start,” Joan
explained. “This option to on-
campus studies was really an
answer to my prayers as it has
opened so many doors for me 
and made things possible that 
I never dreamed.”

In the External Degree
Program, Joan completes her
coursework around her working

Expand ing Oppo rtun i t i es
External Degree Student Joan Flecksing

schedule and corresponds with
UIU instructors via the Internet, 
e-mail, and traditional mail.

“External Degree is
challenging and time-consuming,
but I am really enjoying the
challenges of adapting to a new
career and still learning through
external degree. I am very busy,”
she smiled. “I really have to stay 
on task and organize my time,
which is hard on beautiful days
when I would rather be outside,
but my priorities remain the same.”

While Joan misses the home
she found on the Fayette campus,
she is excited by the opportunities
offered through the UIU External
Degree Program. “With External
Degree, I was able to pursue the
job I wanted and still finish my

degree,” she
explained.
“And that is
pertinent to
any future
success in 
my field 
of choice.”

Joan Flecksing is the park manager 
at Pleasant Creek Recreational Area 
in Palo, Iowa.
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World of Opportunity 
“International instructors utilize our
curriculum, syllabi and follow the 
policies and procedures of the Residential
University. It is a replica of what is done 
on the UIU residential campus.”

Embracing Technology

With UIU curricula prepared for distant
learning opportunities, the next logical step
was to improve the means by which lesson
materials were delivered to students. Thus

was born the “youngest” of the University’s
distance education opportunities: the UIU
Online Program.

Drawing on experience from the
External Degree and International Learning
Centers programs, UIU launched the 
Online portion of the growing “Extended
University,” combining the strength of the
Internet with traditional mail services to
reach farther and faster.

If the External Degree jostled open the
door to international education in 1973,
the Online Program knocked it off its

hinges 25 years later. By the fall terms 
of 2001, 141 students from around the
world were enrolled in the UIU Online
Program.

“The Online Program and the 
External Degree Program serve learners 
in a number of international locations,”
commented Senior Vice President of 
the Extended University Suzanne James.
“These services allow us to provide a 
wide array of educational opportunities 
to students anywhere, anytime.”

Opportunities at Home

Opportunities for distant students 
to learn anywhere and anytime means even
greater opportunities for students back
home. The expansion of educational
opportunities through the Extended
University and the International Learning
Centers has a distinct impact on the 
UIU campus in Fayette.

“Our domestic and international
outreach activities have provided some
truly unique opportunities for UIU 
students from the Fayette campus,”
commented President Ralph McKay.
“From the quality students our
multinational efforts draw to Fayette 
to the connection with international
businesspersons, our residential students
get the benefits of a university operating 
in a global marketplace.”

Residential students also get very
powerful flexibility for their own learning
plans through the UIU programs. “One 
of the strengths is our ability to offer
programs in a variety of formats,”
explained James. “A student may begin 
with Upper Iowa University at an on-ground
site and continue through External Degree
or Online. This flexibility is particularly
important to military personnel and others
who may find themselves transferred to
international locations. Relocation does 
not mean that the learner must interrupt
his or her studies.”



UIU alumnus and External
Degree instructor Don Haven 
(’69) has never met most of his
students. They come from as
nearby as the next state over 
and as far away as Saudi Arabia.
Couple that with the fact that 
this Upper Iowa teacher is most
often found grading papers at his
home in Granville, Ohio, and you
see a rather unique situation
unfolding.

As an alumnus, being a 
part of UIU’s growing outreach 
is something Don really enjoys. 
“I wanted to stay connected to
Upper Iowa in any way that I
could,” he explained. “I received 
a first-rate education at UIU, and 
I think the school has come a long
way since that time. I like being 
a part of that.”

The External Degree Program
serves students all over the world;
so many of Don’s connections to
them are in written form (e-mail 
or traditional mail). “The biggest
challenge is to communicate by
written note, e-mail, or phone
exactly what a student needs to 
do to improve the quality of his or
her work without seeming harsh 
or unreasonable,” Don noted. 
“If the person is from a different
culture, the communication aspect
becomes even more problematic.”

A lifelong educator (and
currently a high school teacher in
Newark, Ohio), Don’s desire for his
students to achieve and succeed 
is strong, and reflects his pride in
UIU. “As an Upper Iowa graduate, 
I want to be sure anyone who 
gets a degree from UIU earns it
regardless of the program in which

Expand ing Oppo rtuni t i es
External Degree Instructor Don Haven

they happen to be participating,”
he commented.

Don’s pride in his alma 
mater is further reflected in his
desire to bridge the distance
between his students and the 
UIU home campus in Fayette. 
“It is a challenge to ensure the
students take away from their
educational endeavors the same
strong feelings for Upper Iowa 
that I have.”

While teaching in a distance
education program can bring its
share of challenges, Don is quick
to note that his participation in 
the UIU External Degree program 
has been very rewarding. “I really
enjoy hearing from the students,”
he explained. “Many are my age.
Many are ex-military, as I am, 
or currently on active duty.”

With a deeply rooted
appreciation for education and 
a constant drive for learning, 
Don considers himself as much 
a student as the individuals he
instructs. “I always tell my students
that I have much more experience
as a student than as an instructor
so they can assume that I am 

on their side,”
he smiled.
“And I am.”

Don is a retired U.S. Navy Captain. 
His course responsibilities with UIU’s
External Degree Program include
International Marketing, Human Resources
Management, and Consumer Behavior.
He and his wife, Deborah, have two
daughters, Janie and Nadia.
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On-campus students 
(Fayette, Iowa) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 718

Domestic center students . . . . . . . . . 2,412

International center students . . . . . . . . 620

External Degree students. . . . . . . . . . 1,271

Online Program students . . . . . . . . . . . 141

UIU 2001
Enrollment 
Statistics

The extended programming of UIU 
also impacts the University’s student 
body as a whole. “Our initial enrollment
figures for 2001 give us a bold illustration
of the impact of the UIU off-campus
programs,” McKay noted. “We have 
grown from a comfortable home campus 
of just over 700 learners to a multi-
national educational institution with 
over 5,000 enrolled students.”

A New World

With successes upon which to build,
UIU is continuing to expand its global
reach. Each term brings new students 
into UIU programming, and each year
brings more opportunities to grow and
reach out to learners previously isolated
from the world of education.

Thanks to the technologies of today,
distance is measured more often in
minutes than in miles. Isolation due to
geography is quickly becoming a thing 
of the past. People are able to connect 
with one another and explore other
cultures from their homes and offices. 
Eyes are opened and minds expanded. 
It is an educator’s dream come true, and 
it is indeed a world of opportunity. ■
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The year was 1814.
The Crist family struggled to carve a life 
for themselves from the forests of eastern
Indiana. They were recent converts to
Methodism, and no family member was
more enthusiastic than seventeen-year-
old Elizabeth. She traveled from farm 
to farm urging her neighbors to 
become Methodists.

One neighbor on her self-appointed
missionary route was a recent arrival from
Tennessee – Robert Alexander. Alexander
was a hatmaker who had abandoned his
profession for health reasons and was 
now another pioneer farmer. He rejected
Elizabeth’s missionary efforts, refusing to
have anything to do with religion. In spite
of this chilly reception for her evangelical
messages, however, Elizabeth continued 
to visit. After two years of trying to 
convince Robert to become a Methodist,
she gave up. Instead, she married him.

Elizabeth and Robert began their
married life as pioneer homesteaders 
on the Indiana frontier. Over the coming 

decades there 
were numerous 
moves, always 

westward, always on the frontier.
Complicating each move was the ever-
growing size of the Alexander family.
In the end, there were ten children: three
sons and seven daughters, including two
sets of twins.

Elizabeth focused on the well-being 
of her family, especially religious
instruction for her children. Methodist
ministers could always count on the
Alexander farm for a warm meal and 
a comfortable place to sleep. Whenever 
a minister was around, however, the 
“un-Christian” Robert excused himself 
and made his presence scarce.

Robert offered an interesting contrast 
to his very religious wife. A man who loved

Building on Determination

Elizabeth Crist AlexanderUIU’s Founder
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the outdoors, hunting and trapping 
were his favorite activities. Acquaintances
described him as a man who could drink
more liquor and knew more creative 
ways of cursing and swearing than 
any other person they had ever met.

This rather coarse ex-hatmaker,
however, had a special knack for business.
The Alexander family’s frequent moves
were the result of Robert’s land
speculation. He bought undeveloped land
at rock bottom prices, and then improved
it by constructing houses and barns, and 
by clearing fields for farms for others 
to buy. For his efforts, Robert sometimes
earned upwards of a thousand percent
profit on his initial land purchases. He
would then take the proceeds from his 
sale of the developed farms and move west
to purchase even more undeveloped land,
which he would turn into starter farms 
for the next wave of settlers bent on
westward expansion. 

By 1840, the Alexanders had progressed
as far as northwest Indiana, where they ran
an inn along a major road to Illinois and
owned thousands of acres of land. It was
during this period of family history that 
two Alexander daughters married. Sabra
married Samuel Robertson and Elizabeth
Jane married James Robertson, Samuel’s
brother. The couples settled nearby and
began their own families.

In 1849, Robert Alexander decided 
it was time to move again. He traveled 
to Iowa, purchased land in Westfield
Township of Fayette County, and returned
to Indiana to move his family to their new
home. After selling all of his real estate
holdings, Robert packed $18,000 in gold
coin and $20,000 in land warrants into a
green trunk and loaded it and his entire
family (save Sabra and Samuel Robertson,
who would join them a year later) onto an
ox-drawn wagon. They arrived in Fayette
County on September 13, 1849, and Robert
promptly purchased 8,000 acres of land
and established the community of Westfield

(today the western section of the city of
Fayette). At that time, Fayette County had 
a population of roughly 850 persons. 
Once again, the Alexanders had moved 
to the frontier.

At a family gathering in the fall of 1854,
one of the Robertson children expressed 
to Elizabeth a desire to go to school.
Recognizing that she had not been 
able to provide more than the simplest
education for her
children due to 
the frequent moves
and living on the
frontier, Elizabeth
was determined to
provide a quality
Methodist education
for her youngest
children and
grandchildren. Still
a devout Methodist, she asked the local
minister where the nearest Methodist
school was located. Mount Vernon, Iowa,
was the response, and Elizabeth was
politely informed that, if the weather and
road conditions were ideal, Mount Vernon
was a one-week roundtrip.

While Elizabeth wanted her children and
grandchildren to have a quality education,
she also wanted them to grow up near her
and not three days away from home. So,
with the same determination that led her to
Robert Alexander’s door in 1814, Elizabeth
Alexander decided that they needed to
found their own school. Robert quickly
donated $10,000 to the project, and son-
in-law Samuel Robertson donated $5,000
and the land for the school (he founded
the community of Fayette soon thereafter).
Son-in-law James Robertson donated 
as well, and the Methodist Church agreed
to operate the school.

Construction on what is today
Alexander-Dickman Hall began in 1855.
The first classes at Fayette Seminary, as the
school was originally named, were held on
January 7, 1857. Most students were in the

preparatory program, gaining the modern
equivalent of a middle school to high
school education.

In the early days, the school was beset
with financial struggles. It proved difficult
to recruit students from a region that was
still largely frontier, and the tuition ($24 
to $50 per semester) was beyond the
means of many families. The Alexanders
and Robertsons repeatedly made financial

sacrifices to keep
the school open,
including one
occasion on which
Robert Alexander
turned over title 
to 4,000 acres of
his Fayette County
holdings to an
eastern creditor.
In recognition of

their financial support, Robert Alexander
and Samuel Robertson were invited to
rename the school when the articles of
incorporation were revised in 1858. They
chose the name “Upper Iowa University,”
referring to the school’s position as the
only Methodist school in the Upper Iowa
Conference of the Methodist Church.*

Late in his life, Robert Alexander was
asked if he ever regretted his support of
the school. He responded that he had no
regrets, and that he was extremely grateful
because of what he had become as a result
of his association with the school. The 
“un-Christian” Tennessee hatmaker had
become a good church-going Methodist.

Robert Alexander died in November
1862, reportedly after catching a chill while
hunting a wildcat. Upper Iowa’s matriarch
Elizabeth died in 1877, having seen her
dream of establishing a proper school
come to fruition. Her sons-in-law, Samuel
and James Robertson, watched over Upper
Iowa University for many decades to follow,
serving on the Board of Trustees and
honoring Elizabeth’s legacy by sending their
children and grandchildren to UIU. ■

While Elizabeth wanted her 
children and grandchildren 
to have a quality education, 
she also wanted them 
to grow up near her and 
not three days away from 
home. So, with the same 
determination that led her 
to Robert Alexander’s door 
in 1814, Elizabeth Alexander 
decided that they needed 
to found their own school.

* Upper Iowa University severed its relationship with the Methodist Church in 1927.
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any UIU graduates
from the 1960s
and 1970s
remember 

Dr. Louise Herring, an English
professor tiny in form, but
indomitable in soul. Dr.
Herring taught them to express
themselves clearly and to write
concisely, and, for many, she
gave them a love for poetry.

Louise Herring’s passion 
for education and commitment
to the students of Upper Iowa
University was most evident 
in her teaching. She strove 
for excellence in her own life,
and accepted nothing less from
her students.

Dr. Herring passed away this
spring, but her commitment 
to UIU’s student body rings on
through a generous bequest of
$565,000 to the University. Her
presence will be missed at the
annual UIU awards ceremonies,
but her spirit lives on.

Louise Herring was not a woman easily
intimidated. At a time in which female
graduate students were something of a
rarity, she tackled doctoral-level courses.
In 1932, she received her doctorate from
the University of Iowa – the only woman
doctorate in her graduating class.

A trailblazer by nature, Dr. Herring leapt
at the opportunity to teach at Bozeman

M

Blazing a Trail

Dr. Emily Louise Alice Propst Herring

•

( 1 9 0 7 - 2 0 0 1 )
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met Dr.

Herring when she

sought his assistance

as a C.P.A. Over 

the years,their

relationship grew 

to become a true friendship. When Dr.

Herring was asked to name a trustee for 

her estate, she looked at Denny and said,

“Do you want to do it?”Denny, of course,

said yes,and,through careful estate

planning, helped her and her attorney to

establish a very generous bequest for UIU.

College in Montana, even though going
“out West” was still an adventure in the
pre-World-War-II United States. When the
U.S. joined the war, she demonstrated a
flair for patriotism by responding to a call
for writers and editors in Washington, DC.

After the war, Dr. Herring again pushed
against traditional gender barriers to
become an editor with Scott Foresman 
and Company Publishers in Chicago. Her
passion for education spilled over into her
career once again as she undertook the
writing and editing of the “Dick, Jane, 
and Sally” stories that helped millions of
elementary school students learn to read.

Dr. Herring’s calling to education
resounded loudly during a summer
vacation in the mid-1960s, when she visited
Fayette, Iowa, to attend a friend’s seminar.
Before the seminar was over, then-Vice
President Herschel Hendrix offered Dr.
Herring a professorship. Having lived
everywhere from the wilds of Montana 
to bustling war-time Washington, Louise
Herring settled down in the small town and
turned her energies towards her students.

“Dr. Herring was a small woman, and 
I think she felt most comfortable in a small

world,” commented UIU Bissell Professor
of English Dr. Doug McReynolds. “She had
proved by the early 1950s that she could
compete with the ‘Big Boys’ when she
wanted to. When she got her druthers, she
took herself to a small college in a small
town, and she made her home where she
was comfortable.”

Louise Herring’s life at Upper Iowa
University went far beyond comfort,
however, and Fayette was much more 
than just “home” to her. She embraced the
school and the town with fiery enthusiasm,
supporting a variety of charitable causes
and encouraging students to strive for
success over adversity.

“She herself overcame many significant
challenges during her life,” noted UIU
President Ralph McKay. “Not the least 
of which was making her way as a highly
educated woman in an academic culture
dominated by men.”

After retiring from teaching, Dr. Herring
kept her influence firmly behind the UIU
student body, establishing an annual
scholarship to be awarded every year to a
sophomore student, selected by the English
faculty, who demonstrates “exemplary
scholarship and sound character.”

“Although a frugal person herself, 
Dr. Herring was lavish with her gifts,”
commented Herring estate trustee Denny
Martin. “After she had anonymously given 
a major gift to a church, they tried to 
get her to accept recognition for it, but 
she said ‘No,’ in the quiet but firm voice 
I came to admire.”

“Dr. Herring was very self-effacing,”
remarked Dr. McKay. “Nearly all of her
contributions, both financial and academic,
were made without regard for personal
recognition.”

Her one “indulgence” to herself was
annually presenting the Dr. Louise P. Herring
Scholarship at the UIU Honors and Awards

Banquet. “Long after she had been
confined to a wheelchair, she still insisted
on standing to present the scholarships,”
noted Dr. McReynolds. “One could believe
that the strength she would find to stand
flowed directly from the young people
surrounding her.”

“She loved Upper Iowa’s annual Honors
and Awards Banquet,” recalled Dr.
McReynolds. “As the donor of one of the
University’s more generous scholarships,
she could be surrounded by the energies 
of high-achieving scholars.”

Dr. Herring presented her scholarship
in person for the last time at the April 
2001 Honors and Awards Banquet. Less
than a month later, she passed away at the
age of 94. Her commitment to UIU students
remains strong, however, as she provided 
a generous bequest to the University, which
will be used to further honor her name 
and memory.

“The students were most important 
to her,” added Dr. McKay. “As she blazed
trails and broke barriers, she was very
conscious of those who would follow.
Her bequest to the University is yet another
indication of her love for young people 
and her dedication to the future.” ■

Denny
Martin

{ }“Dr. Herring 

overcame many 

significant challenges 

during her life, not 

the least of which was 

making her way as a 

highly educated woman 

in an academic culture 

dominated by men.”
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O n November 6th we started moving dirt in
preparation to move the new Alumni Center
across the street from the Rec Center site. 

During this process, we determined that the soil on site was too
unstable to safely support the structure of the new building, so 
we had to undertake some rather extensive “soil corrections.”

The phrase sounded innocent enough to begin with, but 
these “corrections” entailed excavating below the footing level 
(all the way to the limestone substrate – between four and five 
feet down) and filling upward with clean rock in an upside- 
down cone formation. It was necessary to do this around the 
entire building site.

The time expended in the soil correction effort put the
construction crew two weeks behind schedule, and they hadn’t
even poured any cement yet! We persevered, however, with 

The new UIU Recreation

ON OCTOBER 13, 2000, President
Ralph McKay, along with UIU
Trustee Betty Andres (’46) and
students Erik Mejia (’01) and Sherry
Fronimos (’02), presided over a
groundbreaking ceremony on the
Fayette Campus for the new UIU
Recreation Center. This month, 
after just over a year of construction
activity, Upper Iowa University
formally opens the center. Ron
Crooker, physical plant director on
the UIU Fayette Campus, shared his
view of the challenges and victories
that accompanied this significant
new piece of UIU history.

sunny skies and temperatures in the upper 60s – winter was
weeks away…or so we thought. By November 17, the weather 
had shifted dramatically and we already had snow on the ground 
with more cold on the way. Winter was coming, and bringing 
with it the challenge of working in extremes of snow and cold
beyond belief.

The cement crew started the much-anticipated footing work
around November 22 with hopes of being done just before
Christmas. Braving the elements, we erected the footing forms 
and were ready to begin pouring cement by December 6. At this
point, the winter weather decided to up the ante, and we found
ourselves pouring cement in temperatures of 17ºF (worse, in 
wind chills of -9ºF).

Focusing on the goals at hand, we scrambled to get heaters,
large liquid propane tanks, hoses, and reinforced poly to the job

HISTORY
IN THE

STONES
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Center

site to protect the cement from the freezing temperatures. 
Ten heaters, 1,000 feet of hose, and hundreds of pounds of poly
later we had the first cement pour protected. It was, to say the
least, very hectic for all those involved! But everyone pulled
together, worked hard, and laid the groundwork for what 
was to become a regular routine for the next month.

Our routine was put to the test as we approached the New Year 
and found ourselves looking at two feet of snow on the ground 
(and me thinking this was very similar to my childhood in
northern Minnesota). By this time, we were way behind schedule
and not too sure about the future. The cold weather couldn’t
dampen our spirits, however, and we pulled up our bootstraps 
and plunged ahead. After shutting the job down for almost two
weeks, we got a break in the weather and finished most of the
footings and backfill work by January 5. — continued

RECREATION CENTER
FACTS

O p e n i n g  D a t e :

January 2, 2002

S i z e :

approximately 41,000 square feet

N o r t h :

■ Two levels

■ 7,000 square feet upstairs

■ One-inch crumb rubber base 
beneath turf

■ Two carpeted locker rooms 
(men’s and women’s)

■ Two public restrooms

■ 1,830-square-foot multipurpose room

■ Includes 900-square-foot wood floor 
with mirror and barre

S o u t h :

■ One level

■ Two basketball courts 
(separated from other areas by nets)

■ One tennis/volleyball court

■ Two 3-lane (noncompetition) tracks 
(one suspended; one main floor)

■ Synthetic rubber floor
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a major concern in wintertime construction
(particularly in the sub-zero Iowa temperatures)
is the protection of footings from freezing soil 

and frost expansion. Our footings were in the ground, but we were
unable to protect them by backfilling soil around them because
the extreme cold temperatures caused the backfill dirt to freeze 
to the sides of the dump trucks!

If footings are unprotected, the soil underneath them becomes
an area of concern as expanding frost can cause the footings to
heave upward, making it impossible to install block and brick
above the footings in a level fashion. Clean rock with no soil in 
it, however, is not affected by frost expansion, and we had spent
much of November hauling clean rock into the site to make our
now infamous “soil corrections.” The rock protected the footings
from frost expansion without the backfill dirt, and, suddenly,
an unexpected payoff for our November efforts came to light 
in the freezing January landscape.

The remainder of the winter was hard, but not as harsh as the
first few weeks of the job. If not for the heaters and tents, however,
we would not have been able to continue until spring. As it was,
every time we wanted to do any work on the site, we had to move
snow. The pile outside of the building didn’t melt until June 2001!

When spring rolled around, most of the interior work that 
was weather-sensitive had already been completed. The building
roof and final north end wall were constructed around March 1
(2001). At this point, the construction process had the effect of
turning the building into a large refrigerator – putting on the roof
trapped the cold temperatures and prevented the frost in the
ground from thawing.

In an effort to stick to our original completion schedule, we
developed a rather unique method for thawing out the smaller
areas of the building (including the locker rooms and the stair
towers). By concentrating heat in an area only three feet high over
the entire space, we were able to take the frost out of the ground
faster and cheaper than if we had heated the entire building. 
The large recreation area, however, required a lot of time and 
heat to thaw the frost – it took well into the month of May to 
get all of the frost out of the ground.

Once spring finally arrived and the temperatures rose, we 
were able to begin work on the exterior brick and other outside
projects that were more weather-sensitive. The remainder of the
summer seemed uneventful after enduring the previous winter – 
in some regards, the project became “routine.” The outside
contractor completed work on-site in mid-October, turning the
new facility over to the UIU Physical Plant team (see “For the
beauty of the school” on pp. 18-19) for the “finishing touches.”

We’re all extremely proud to have been a part of the new
Recreation Center, and to see our efforts grow into a fantastic
student activity facility. Thanks to the generous contributions 
of our alumni and other supporters, whose names are “In Stone
for History,” we can all enjoy the history in the stones. ■

HISTORY
IN THE

STONES

The new 
UIU Recreation Center
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It starts with a story…
Steve and Diane Harms

Early in 1999, the preliminary design was completed on the 
new Upper Iowa University recreation center. President Ralph 
McKay and the University’s development team began searching 
for funds to support this new addition to the UIU campus.

One gift to help build the new recreation center starts with 
a story. A romantic story about a college 
football player and a pretty cheerleader.
A story about two people who worked 
hard at their marriage, their family, and 
their lives. A story about a couple who, 
in the rare air of the corporate world, 
remembered their beginnings.

Steve (’73) and Diane (Kincaid; ’73) Harms are honest,
hardworking people. They do not consider themselves
philanthropists. Yet, when Dr. McKay asked them to help fund 
the recreation center, they found the time and resources 
to do just that.

“I have always been involved in sports,” Steve explained. 
“Sports are a good way to meet new friends and to play toward 
a common goal.

“At UIU I felt I could compete and not get lost in the crowds 
of larger schools.”

Diane agreed. “Coming from small towns, Steve and I both 
believe in relationships. It’s fun to get to know people and 
to find out about them on a personal level. Sports are a good 
starting place.” 

With this in mind, it is no surprise that Steve and Diane 
stepped up to bat when Dr. McKay asked them to support the 
new recreation center project.

“When Diane and I went to school,” Steve noted, “UIU just 
had a gym and a small swimming pool. The new recreation 
center enhances the campus, helps to attract quality students, 
and supports the community.”

Thus the story of two college sweethearts comes full circle 
to its starting point – UIU athletics. Steve and Diane are pleased 
to contribute to a new chapter in UIU history. “We see this as 
a way to help future generations of students coming through 
the Northeast Iowa area,” Steve smiled.

“Contributing to the recreation center is our chance to give
back to a place that gave us our start.”

Steve and Diane Harms were married on December 21, 1974.
They make their home in Des Moines, Iowa, and have five
children: Kelie, 25; Tisha, 22; Lindsay, 17; Britni, 14; Jordan, 11;
plus one dog and two cats.

Laara Duggan is a freelance writer from Cedar Falls, Iowa. 

“I have always been
involved in sports,” Steve
explained. “Sports are a
good way to meet new
friends and to play
toward a common goal.”

“Coming from
small towns,Steve
and I both believe in
relationships. It's fun
to get to know people
and to find out about
them on a personal
level. Sports are a
good starting place.”
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UIU sports

Five UIU alumni joined the Athletic Hall
of Fame at the Hall of Fame Banquet during
this year’s homecoming celebration.

Mike Exline (’73) was inducted in the
officials category, honoring his exemplary
career as a wrestling official at the
interscholastic and intercollegiate levels.
Mike was a four-year letter winner in
football at UIU, lettered three years as a
wrestler (1969-1971) and was a member
of three Iowa Conference Championship
wrestling teams.

Dan Marske (’72) joined the 
Hall of Fame in the athletes category. 
Dan was a four-year letterman in basketball
at UIU (1969-1972) and was an All-Iowa
Intercollegiate Athletic Conference performer
in 1971 and 1972. He is a member of the
U I U 1,000-point club, finishing his career
with 1,231 points (11th on the career list).
He also added 918 career rebounds (fifth 
on the rebounds list).

Lori Meyer (’82) was honored in the
coaching category. Lori is the head softball
coach, assistant athletic director and an
assistant professor of human performance
at Minnesota State University. She is the
school’s all-time winningest softball coach,
with a 525-354-2 record.

John Miller (’68) was inducted in 
the athletes category. John was a three-year
letter winner in basketball at UIU, serving
as co-captain of the 1967-68 team. He
averaged 24.3 points per game in his
senior year, leading the Iowa Conference 
in scoring. John was a member of the 
1966 and 1967 IIAC championship teams.
He ended his career with 1,044 points.

Steve Staker (’68) joined in the
coaching category. As head football coach,
he has compiled 160 wins, including five
district championships and four state
playoff appearances with a state title in
2001. In baseball, Steve has 341 victories,
with three conference championships and
one IHSAA state tournament appearance.
He is currently the athletic director for the
Fredericksburg School District, and has
served as a multi-talented coach and
teacher at Fredericksburg High School 
for 34 years.

2001 
Athletic 
Hall of Fame

2001 Athletic Hall of Fame Inductees:(left to right)
Steve Staker, Dan Marske, Lori Meyer, John Miller, Mike Exline

Call for Nominations

If you would like to nominate a UIUalumnus 
or alumna for induction into the Athletic Hall 
of Fame, please call 800-553-4150 (ext. 2) and
request a nomination form. Nomination forms 
are due by April 1, 2002, and inductees will 
be honored at the 2002 Hall of Fame Banquet.

Seven UIU student athletes were
named to the Iowa Conference 
All-Academic Team for the fall 2001
season. All-Academic Team
members are juniors and seniors 
in academic standing, participate 
in a sport at the varsity level,
and hold a 3.5 (or better) grade
point average.

Kelly Giboo is a senior
volleyball player from
Maynard, Iowa. Although
her season was cut 
short by an early injury,
Kelly scored three 
kills, 27 assists, and
seven service aces 
in just 14 games. 

She is majoring in education.

Erin Foster is a junior
tennis player from
Greene, Iowa. She 
played at number three
singles and number 
two doubles for most 
of the season, finishing
ninth in the conference
meet in singles. 

Erin is majoring in elementary education.

Billie Hunt is a junior
volleyball player from
Earlville, Iowa. She
played in all 30 matches
(110 games) for UIU,
finishing second on 
the team with 197 kills,
adding 57 total blocks, 
20 service aces, and 

288 digs. She is an education major.

Ben Jass is a junior football player from Alden,
Iowa. Ben started all 10 games as the Peacocks’
quarterback this season, completing 139 of 
249 passes for 1,471 yards and 10 touchdowns.
Ben majors in industrial technology.

Meera Mahoney is a senior golfer from Oelwein,
Iowa. Her low score of the year was a 96 against
Dubuque, and she finished the season with a 
226 at the Iowa Conference Tournament. She 
is majoring in fine arts.

Alma Reyes is a senior
soccer player from Santa
Maria, California. She
started 15 games and
finished the season 
tied for third on the UIU
women’s soccer team
with six goals. Alma 
is a psychology major.

Lois Riordan is a junior
tennis player from
Westgate, Iowa. She 
split her time on the
courts between number
two and three singles 
and number one and two
doubles, finishing ninth 
in number two singles 

at the conference tournament. Lois is majoring 
in elementary education.
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Homecoming2001
Homecoming was celebrated on the Fayette campus October
11-13 this year. Festivities included the Homecoming parade,
annual running of the Big Rock Classic (at which UIU men’s
cross country representative Scott Cale finished second), soccer
matches against Buena Vista (both of which the Peacocks
won!), and the big football game. Many alumni were on hand
for this special weekend, and Trustee Howard Fischer (’71) 
was the master of ceremonies for the alumni banquet.

▲
Homecoming Queen Danielle Clark and King Ardrel
Sawyers didn’t let a little rain dampen their spirits as
they handed out candy during the parade.

Ed Stalker (’52), Grant Peterson (’39), Dale Kelly (’51), and 
Bill Prochaska (’63) represent “Doc’s Boys” at the annual 
John “Doc” Dorman Memorial celebration. Each year,
UIUcelebrates the legacy of Dorman, who coached football, 
basketball, and baseball at the University for over 50 years.

▼

www.uiu.edu

S o p h o m o re
defender A m a n d a
L u i ken (Steamboat
R o ck , I owa )

Junior cross country
runner Lisa Netwa l
( H o l m e n ,W i s c o n s i n )

Junior running back Core y
B r own (Sacra m e n t o, C a l i f o rn i a )
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Un ive rs i t y  news
and no tes

As part of the Homecoming 2001
activities, Upper Iowa University dedicated a
new veterans memorial titled “Reflective
Tribute.”

The focus of the memorial is a life-size
statue of UIU student James Beneke, who
was killed in World War II. A bronze relief
placed directly across from the figure
depicts Beneke in his UIU football uniform,
providing a stark reflective contrast
symbolizing the sacrifice this young man,
like all veterans, made for his country. 
A nearby plaque features the names of the
other UIU student-soldiers who were lost
during WWII.

Reflective
Tribute

The UIU Physical Plant team is busy
year-round maintaining a clean, healthy,
and physically appealing environment 
on the Fayette campus.

There are three major divisions 
of the Physical Plant – Housekeeping,
Grounds, and Maintenance – with a total
staff of 25 employees.

UIUPhysical Plant Staff: (front, l-r) Plant Director Ron Crooker, Assistant Plant Director Becky Vagts,
John Staffenhagen; (second row) Mark Sharar, Tim Parker, Housekeeping Director Lisa Seitz, Denny
Conner, Pat Corkery, Maintenance Director Larry Bond; (third row) Jesse Pleggenkuhle, Delbert O’Dell,
David Wright, Grounds Director Tim Carr, Randy Morell, Steve Cohenour, Ron Schutte, Assistant
Housekeeping Director Don Wolfe, Gary Goedken, Richard Simpson, Bruce Paige, Mike Steinbronn, Jim
Maurer. Not pictured:Mary Lou Blaschke, Lori Swenka.

James Beneke, Dean Culbertson, Paul DeLong, Clyde Dobbs, James Gleason, John
Greene, Harvey Jeffrie, Cecil McSweeny, Albert Pierce, Wendell Reick, Robert Roys, 
John Wagner, Quentine Wagner.

UIU Students Killed During WWII
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“Reflective Tribute” is the generous gift of World War II
veteran Stan Lee (’46) [below], who was a close friend 
of Beneke. Chris Bennett (Keosauqua, Iowa) designed 
and sculpted “Reflective Tribute” using the few surviving
photographs of James Beneke to make the sculptures 
as accurate as possible. The deep-
relief sculpture depicting Beneke in
his UIU football uniform was based

on a photograph taken by Lee in 1940.
“Reflective Tribute” is located north of the Alumni House on

Union Street at the entrance to Eischeid Stadium on the Fayette
campus. It is situated in a large formal garden, with a flagstone
walk, hedge, lawns and shrubbery, encompassing half an acre.

This memorial is dedicated to those
students from Upper Iowa University who
have given their lives in military service so
that this institution and others like it may
continue. Lest we forget, the true heroes are
those who paid the supreme sacrifice. Our
gratitude also goes to all Upper Iowans who
have served in the defense of our country .
“For your tomorrow – we gave our today.”

The Grounds staff maintains almost 
100 acres of campus, with 45 acres under
irrigation. This includes nine playing fields
requiring specialized care!

Housekeeping is responsible for the
cleanliness and appearance of 390,000
square feet of floor space, including
everything from floor maintenance to
general housecleaning duties. This job
expands significantly during the summer
months when it is “spring cleaning” 
in the residence halls and everything 
is deep-cleaned.

The Maintenance team keeps the Fayette
campus “running.” Their responsibilities
include the maintenance of the University’s

boilers, air conditioners, plumbing,
phones, electrical system, kitchens,
swimming pool, and the myriad of hitches
that seem to arise when you’re faced with
buildings that range in age from brand-
new to over 145 years old!

While they are divided into specialized
units, the Physical Plant team works
together to provide the best services to
their clients – the students, faculty, and
staff of UIU. The mission statement at the
Physical Plant sums it up well: “We strive 
to meet the needs of a growing University
community by continuously maintaining
and improving a safe, comfortable and
attractive environment.”

The Bridge
is online!

Visit the UIU web site at

www.uiu.edu to find the latest

information on everything from

the Peacocks’ athletic endeavors

to construction of the new

recreation center!

Plus, beginning with this issue,

The Bridge , the UIU annual 

report, and Feather Notes –

the eNewsletter that keeps 

you in touch – will be accessible

from the “Alumni & Friends”

section of the site. See you 

on the Internet!
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Class notes

Edith and Leonard Kadera (’38) of
River Falls, Wisconsin, celebrated
their 60th wedding anniversary in
June 2000. 

Grant (’39) and Margaret (Wood;
’37) Peterson celebrated their 60th
wedding anniversary on June 21,
2001. They are retired and have
lived in Marshalltown, Iowa, for 
48 years.

Ray (’46) and Fran (Morgan; ’41)
Kuehl recently visited Capetown,
South Africa. The Kuehls live in
Cedar Falls, Iowa.

Phyllis (Holm) Leslie (’41) of
Fairfield Bay, Arkansas, took a trip
with her three daughters through
South Africa, Norway and the
Netherlands this past Spring.

Luke L.Boone (’42) of Maryville,
Missouri, has served as a delegate 
for the Maryville Bowlers Association,
and represented them in the American
Bowling Congress’s Convention in
Reno, Nevada, this March.

Clyde Burnett (’46) recently traveled to New 
Zealand to attend presentations and seminars at 
the New Zealand National Institute for Water and
Atmosphere. Clyde lives in Rollingsville, Colorado.
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A group of alumni met for lunch in Waverly, Iowa, this summer. Joining the
fun and reminiscing were Phyllis (Emhoff) Levitt (’41),Althea “Alphonse”
(Clingman) Lenz (’97),Ruth (Willey) Knox (’43),Ruth (Murphy) Haw (’46),
Frances (Sherren) Woods,Kay (Dummermuth) Andreae (’47), Second Row:
Bill Murphy (’48), Janice (Harrison) Crawford (’43), Neoma “Babe”(Weber)
Guenther (’69),Bill Woods,Arthur “Ozzie” Weber (’47),E.J. (Fickle)
Levendusky (’43), and Bob Andreae (’47).

Richard (Dick) Taylor
(’48) first saw his
wife-to-be, Eleanor
(Maier), playing a flute
solo when he was a
senior at Reinbeck
High School in Iowa,
and the UIU music
group, including
freshman, Eleanor,
came to his school 

for a performance. He was smitten with her, and, we like to think,
realized that UIU was the college he wanted to attend because 
she was there.

Dick entered UIU in Fall 1941, and they immediately started dating.
They had their picture taken that fall on the steps of the library.
Shortly thereafter, the U.S.
entered World War II, and
Dick was called to serve his
country. Before he left,
however, he and Eleanor
decided to get married. After
his tour of duty, he returned
home to Eleanor and UIU,
and he completed his degree
in 1948.

Four children and nine
grandchildren later, the
Taylors returned once again
to UIU’s Homecoming 2001,
where they had their picture
taken in the same place,
same pose. Here’s to
everlasting love – UIU style!

UIU alumnus Donald Schaefer (’49) was honored at this year’s
commencement exercises and presented with an honorary doctorate
in science (D.Sc.)by UIUPresident Ralph McKay and Trustee Jerry
McCauley.

Don and wife Mary (Freeman; ’48) met on the UIUcampus in 1947.
Mary studied elementary education while Don concentrated on
science, mathematics, and philosophy. Both fondly remembered UIU
professors from that era, including Doc Dorman, Professor Deming,
Professor Meyer, and Miss Ranney.

“All of them loved the subjects they taught,” explained Don. “They
enjoyed sharing that love with their students.”

Don taught at West Union (Iowa)High School from 1949 to 1956, then
moved on to teach at the University of Wisconsin and Bettendorf High
School. He retired in 1990.

It was two former students from West Union – Jerry McCauley and Don
Iliff – who recommended him to receive the honorary degree from UIU.
“The greatest wealth of a teacher,” Don noted, “is the favorable
evaluation of adults who were once the teacher’s students.”

Don and Mary make their home in Bettendorf, Iowa. They have 6
children, 13grandchildren, and 3 great-grandchildren.
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Joseph Staebell (’51) and his wife,
Helen, are enjoying their retirement
and have spent the past five winters
in Mesa, Arizona. Their summers
are spent at home in Cedar Rapids,
Iowa.

Fred Doerring (’53) traveled from
his home in Jefferson, Iowa, to
Alaska this February.

Mary (Chismore; ’57) and Don
Wendland (’58) of Waucoma, Iowa,
recently visited St. Petersburg,
Russia. Their travels included 
a visit to the Hermitage Museum. 

David Smitherman (’58) and Jack
Soener (’58) had a successful 
fishing outing at a northern
outpost in Ontario, Canada, and
were pleased to share this photo 
of their daily catch.

Edward Smith (’60) of Naperville,
Illinois, recently traveled to
Australia, visiting towns like Howdy
Doo, Kakadu, and the Northern
Territories. He was relieved to come
home to the States, however, having
stood in the shadow of Australia’s
15-foot tall termite mounds! 

Diane (Borland; ’62) and Larry Crow
(’63) both recently (and officially!)
retired from their careers in
education. Diane retired from
teaching second grade at Durant
Elementary this May. Larry retired 
in 1998 from his job as guidance
counselor at Oelwein Middle
School. The Crows reside in
Sumner, Iowa, and look forward
to having more time for traveling
and enjoying their three grand-
daughters: Maja, Annika, and Sara.

Robert Bracken (’68) wrote us to
report that he is happily living and
working in Silicon Valley (San Jose,
California). He and wife Shirley have
two children: Cheryl, a freshman
communications major at University
of California-Davis; and Jeff, a
sophomore at Pioneer High School.
Robert has been an employee with
the U.S. Postal Service for 30 years!

Kristi Dicecco (’70) of Cedar Falls,
Iowa, has joined Johnson Financial
Services as an associate in long-
term care. Previously, Kristi spent
15 years in a teaching career.

Kendal Paget (’74) is working as 
a project director with Workforce
Development for the Florida
Developmental Disabilities Council.
Kendal lives in Tallahassee, and
previously spent 13 years working
for the Leon County school district.

Mary Volker Smidt (’74) is living 
in Avondale, Arizona, and is the
principal at Avondale Elementary
School. She and husband Stan 
have one daughter, Michelle, who
graduated from the University 
of Wisconsin in May.

Kenneth Klein (’70) wrote to us from
his home in Wheaton, Illinois, and
shared this photograph of an “All-
UIU Fishing Expedition” in the Gulf
of Mexico. Pictured are (l-r) Dr.
Larry Hodson (’71), Keith Scholle
(’74),Anthony “Tony”Schultz (’71),
Ken Klein (’70),and Michael
Tessmer (’73).

UIUalumna Irma Miller (’59)
selflessly works everyday 
for those less fortunate. 
That could be why she 
was nominated for The San
Bernardino County Sun’s
“Ten Who Made A Difference
in 2000” awards.

Irma is an Iowa native, and
moved with her family from
their farming community
home to San Bernardino,
California, in 1937. For 
the past 40 years, she has
dedicated her life to teaching
and helping those in need.
She used her farming
knowledge to introduce a

community garden, which 
she helps to plant, weed, 
and water, donating all of 
the produce that is collected 
to Mary’s Table, a Catholic
diocesan project to feed 
the homeless.

Irma also acts as head cook
at Mary’s Table two Tuesdays
a month, and spends Monday
evenings cooking for the
Central City Lutheran Mission.
She not only strives to feed
the homeless, but works 
to keep them warm as well,
recycling neckties to make
quilted bedrolls. Though she
has retired from teaching,
Irma goes to Alessandro
Elementary School to read 
to children once a week. She
does all this on top of all her
numerous church activities.

Irma’s friend and nominator,
Joanne Burling, described 
her best: “If there were more
hours in the day or days in 
the week, Irma would just find
more ways to help those she
cares about.”
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John Alverson (’72) currently runs
his own business called Alverson
Office Machines in Mason City,
Iowa. His wife, Beth, is the
president of the Iowa Association
for Clinical Laboratory Science 
and is currently a lab supervisor
with a specialty in chemistry at
Mercy Medical Center–North Iowa.

Jonathan Stull (’72) is helping
today’s students achieve their goals
by establishing a scholarship in his
name using the proceeds from his
book of poetry, Singing the Lake’s
Desire, which he published in 1999.
On top of writing, Jonathan is also
an English teacher for East High 
in Waterloo. He resides in Cedar
Falls, Iowa.

Dr. Kurt Wood (’76) of Hudson,
Wisconsin, was recently named
“Teacher of the Year” by
Northwestern Health Sciences
University students. Dr. Wood is 
a teacher of chiropractic, having
begun teaching in 1987 after he 
was unable to continue his practice
due to injuries sustained in a plane
crash. He and wife Jennifer have
two teenagers, Scott and Alyssa.

General Roger C.Schultz (’80) of Fort Myer, Virginia, was promoted to 
a three-star general in a ceremony at the Pentagon this June. He was
presented with a three-star flag, and his wife, Barbara, and General 
Eric Shineski helped pin the new silver stars on Roger’s shoulders.
Congratulations! 

Lorrie (Knox) Pellack (’81) married
Chris Pellack on June 2, 2001, in
Woodbridge, Illinois. Lorrie is the
head of the science and technology
department in the Park’s Library
at Iowa State University. Chris is
pursuing a degree in MIS. They live
in Ames, Iowa.

Dave Teeling (’81) of Sumner, Iowa,
has joined the growing list of UIU
alumni that have coached teams 
to state competitions. Dave’s
Sumner Aces golf squad captured
the 2001 Class 1A IHSAA State 
Golf Title. Go Aces!

Leon Bowman (’82) has retired from
his CPA practice in Charlotte, North
Carolina. He and wife Joann have
moved to Durham to be near their
grandchildren.

Kevin D’Angelo (’82) is working for Provant Vertical Marketing Solutions,
where he is the assistant controller. He also works as an NCAA football
official for the Eastern Collegiate Athletic Conference. He and wife Gina 
live in Ellicott City, Maryland, and have one daughter, Gabriella. 

Michael Green (’82) recently moved
to Nemaha in western Iowa. Mike
teaches business and coaches 
girls’ varsity basketball for Schaller-
Crestland High School in Early.

Marvin Thomas (’82) left the warm
temperatures of his Melbourne,
Florida, home to try out some
colder climes in Canada. He is
pictured standing in the middle 
of Athabasca Glacier.

Betty (Kayser) Kleitsch (’85)
travelled from her home in Fairbank,
Iowa, to explore Australia this
February.

Loras Even (’86) of Waterloo, Iowa,
was recently promoted to managing
director in the information tech-
nology solutions group at RSM
McGladrey, Inc. He has been with
the company for five years.

Rick Heller (’86) just finished his
second season as the University 
of Northern Iowa’s baseball coach,
and was recently given a four-year
contract extension. Rick took his
Panther team to its first Missouri
Valley Conference Title and their
first appearance in the NCAA
tournament since 1968. He lives 
in Cedar Falls.

Myles “Tony”Dunlap II (’87) is 
a physical education teacher for
Eastland Middle School in Shannon,
Illinois. He and wife Colleen live in
Lanark and have two children, 
Tony and Brad.

Patricia “Pat”Matt (’87) and her
husband left home in Elkader, Iowa,
to take their first cruise through 
the Panama Canal this February.
Pat teaches art and language 
arts in Postville, Iowa.

Greg Harrington (’89) of Waterloo,
Iowa, has been elected president 
of The Cedar Valley Chapter of the
National Association of Purchasing
Management-Eastern Iowa affiliate.
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Lieutenant Colonel Ann “Angie”(Kimball) Joseph (’82) was honored by
the 95th Adjutant General Battalion (Reception)as their Incoming
Commander at a Change of Command Ceremony at Fort Sill,
Oklahoma, on June 19, 2001.

Angie graduated from Upper Iowa University in 1982 with a B.A. in
business administration and political science. She was commissioned
in May 1982 through the ROTC program, and attended the Adjutant
General Officer’s Basic Course at Fort Benjamin Harrison, Indiana,
graduating in August 1982. She received her M.S. in systems
management from the University of Southern California.

Her first assignment was S1, Troop Command, at White Sands 
Missile Range, New Mexico. In 1984, she was assigned to the Second
Infantry Division in Korea, serving as the Division Postal Officer for the 

2d Adjutant General Detachment
at Camp Casey. Angie later
commanded the 117th Postal
Detachment at Camp Henry, and
was assigned to the Presidio of
San Francisco, where she rose 
to the position of Chief of the
Enlisted Management Branch.

In 1990, she was reassigned to
serve as Community Adjutant 
for the 26th Area Support Group 
in Heidelberg, Germany. From 
May 1992 through July 1993, she
commanded the 379th Personnel
Services Company. Following
overseas duty in 1993, Angie 
was assigned to the 39th Adjutant
General Battalion (Reception) at
Fort McClellan, Alabama, as
Battalion Executive Officer. In
August 1995, she took command
of the Oakland Military Entrance
Processing Station (MEPS) in
California. In 1998, Angie served

as the Adjutant General (Deputy G1) and Assistant Chief of Staff (G1)
for the Third United States Army/Army Forces Central Command
(ARCENT) at Fort McPherson, Georgia.

Angie’s awards and decorations include the Defense Meritorious
Service Medal, the Meritorious Service Medal (third OLC), the Army
National Defense Service Medal, the Humanitarian Service Medal, 
the Army Service Ribbon, and the Parachutist Badge.

Angie and her husband, Thomas, have two daughters – Allyssa, 10, 
and Natalie, 6.

Vicki L.Neuman (’93 & ’97) has accepted the position of assistant dean for
administration at the University of Wisconsin-Madison School of Nursing.
Previously, Vicki was the assistant director of management at the University
of Wisconsin-Madison Waisman Center. She and her husband recently
traveled from their Richland Center home to Fiji, New Zealand, Australia
and Tahiti. She sent us this picture, taken at the Port Arthur Penal
Settlement outside of Hobart, Tasmania. 

Darla Recker (’93) and her husband
Tim were recently awarded the
“2001 American Soybean
Association/Dupont Young Leader
Award.” The Reckers farm 800
acres of soybeans, 750 acres of
corn and 10 acres of oats on their
property in Arlington, Iowa. They
also run a wean-to-finish hog
operation and an excavating
business. Darla and Tim have 
three children.

Sharon Cuchna (’94) has returned 
to Prairie du Chien, Wisconsin, to
take over the executive director’s
position for the Chamber of
Commerce. Previously, Sharon
owned a cosmetology business 
and was a planner for the
Wisconsin Coulee Region
Community Action Program, Inc.

c o n t i n u e d
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Julie Gasner (’99) recently travelled
from her home in Waunakee,
Wisconsin, to visit Mount Rainier
National Park in Seattle. 

JoEllen “Jodi” Jeanes (’94) recently
joined the Iowa Northland Regional
Council of Governments as their
environmental planner. Jodi has
served as the recycling and solid
waste coordinator for the University
of Missouri and was the recycling
coordinator for Fayette County.
She lives in Westgate, Iowa.

Diane Neeble (’94) of Waterloo,
Iowa, has joined First Community
Trust as vice president. She will
work in the John Deere Community
Credit Union’s Ansborough Office.
Diane has spent 14 years in the
trust area, and previously worked
for Firstar Bank in Waterloo.

John Beckman,Jr. (’95), has been
promoted to the rank of captain 
in the Waterloo (Iowa) Police
Department. He has been with 
the department for 26 years, 
and will be working as the patrol
division commander.

Antonio Islas (’95) married Renee
Lapan on March 31, 2001. They
reside in Kewanee, Illinois.

Mildred Gill (’96) of Kansas City,
Missouri, has joined HNTB
Architects Engineers Planners as a
central division project accounting
supervisor. She will be responsible
for the urban design and planning
practice’s accounting and
budgeting requirements.

Teresa Kavan (’96) and her husband
Harold are the proud parents of 
a baby boy, Luke. Luke was born
on March 4, 2001. The Kavans live
in Phoenix, Arizona.

Margie (Maurer) Lau (’96) and 
her husband Bret are happy to
announce the arrival of their
daughter, Heidi BreAnn, on
December 27, 2000. Heidi joins 
a sister, Haylee. The Laus are
co-owners of Cutting Edge
Embroidery in Aurora, Iowa.

Rebecca Wilharm (’96) has 
been appointed to the position 
of material coordinator, complete
goods, for John Deere Waterloo
Works. She has worked with 
John Deere at the Engine Works 
as an administrative assistant 
since 1999. Rebecca lives 
in Elk Run Heights, Iowa.

Joseph Arnaud,Jr. (’98), has
returned to Davenport, Iowa, 
from working in Seoul, Korea, as 
a civil servant for the U.S. Army
Contracting Command. Joseph
bought all the supplies, services,
and equipment needed for the
soldiers stationed in Korea. He 
has resumed his position with 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
in Rock Island, Illinois.

Amanda Battaglia (’98) of Austin,
Texas, recently changed careers 
to become a cancer information
representative for the American
Cancer Society. Amanda and
husband Steve have two-year-old
twins, Stephen and Stephanie.

Linette Clausman (’98) was named
the new finance and operations
director for The Community
Foundation of Waterloo/Cedar 
Falls and Northeast Iowa. The
Foundation is a public charity 
that works to improve the quality 
of life in Northeast Iowa. Linette 
is married to Chris, and mother to
Dakota and Gavin. The Clausmans
live in Waterloo, Iowa.

Mark Slade (’98) has recently 
joined Waterloo (Iowa)Medical 
(a home respiratory care and
medical equipment company) as 
a licensed registered respiratory
therapist. Mark is also involved 
with the American Association 
of Respiratory Care and serves as
an advisor for Hawkeye Community
College’s Respiratory Wellness
Program. He is married to Elaine,
and enjoys boating, biking and
being a licensed pilot.

Amanda (Donovan; ’98) and Carl
Long (’98) are living in De Kalb,
Illinois. Carl teaches physical
education at Huntley Middle School
in De Kalb. He also coaches football
and wrestling. Mandy is a special
education teacher for De Kalb High
School, and she is a cheerleading
coach at the YMCA. They have two
daughters, Savannah and Sierra.

Sarah Hayes-Dierks (’99) was
recently nominated by a student 
for Disney’s American Teacher
Award, for creativity in teaching. 
If selected, Sarah will receive 
a monetary prize for herself and 
her school. A former police officer,
Sarah has been living and teaching
in Waterloo, Iowa, for three years. 
She is currently teaching history
and English at Hoover Middle
School.

Ann M.(Sorg) Schilling (’99) was
married on June 9, 2001. Ann and
her husband live in Waterloo, Iowa.
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Dr. Emily Alice Louise Propst Herring, see article on page 10.

Ruth Wilson (’26), Waterloo, Iowa, September 15, 2001.

Florence Hotchkin (’27), Lancaster, California.

Edith (Keig) Meyer (’27), Lawrence, Kansas.

Ruth Holmes (’31), Fayette, Iowa, September 25, 2001.

Rosa Campbell (’33), Hazleton, Iowa, November 6, 2000.

Irene (Kishman) Corlett (’33), Castalia, Iowa.

Reuben Lehman (’33), Elgin, Iowa, July 2, 2001.

Charles Hughes (’35), Davenport, Iowa, June 11, 2001.

Jean (Borland) Barr (’36), Bettendorf, Iowa, December 16, 2000.

Nathan Barr (’36), Bettendorf, Iowa, April 15, 2001.

Ardath (Ranney) Garnier (’36), Maynard, Iowa, February 25, 2001.

Ruth (Meyer) Deters (’37), Caledonia, Minnesota, September 8, 2000.

Gerald Richards (’40), Alpha and Ames, Iowa, July 23, 2001.

Lee Aeschliman (’47), Dunlap, Illinois, February 2, 2001.

Charles Patridge (’47), Mason City, Iowa, August 15, 2001.

Thomas Champion (’51), Waukon, Iowa, 1997.

Harold Baker (’53), Cedar Falls, Iowa, and Mission, Texas, 
December 18, 2000.

Ardyce (Parrott) Shaffer (’60), Denison, Iowa.

William Lange (’61), Decorah, Iowa, June 12, 2000.

Berneice (Schatz) Metcalf (’61), West Union, Iowa, March 18, 2001.

Inabel (Griffin) Falck (’63), Oelwein, Iowa, May 13, 2001.

Lorna (Shafer) Goede (’65), Oelwein, Iowa, May 10, 2001.

Mary (Gallagher) Hurst (’65), Oelwein, Iowa, September 8, 2001.

Jayne (Ohde) Heise (’67), Rochester, Minnesota, January 2001.

Evelyn (Auer) Munz (’67), Elkader, Iowa, June 12, 2001.

Harriett (Heilman) Lawrence (’68), Dundee, Iowa.

Deloris Gaffney (’69), Winthrop, Iowa, February 26, 2001.

Kenneth Pippert (’69), Rock Island, Illinois, March 1, 2001.

JoAnne (Hoffman) Gregory (’71), Beavercreek, Ohio, May 2001.

Donald Virdin (’74), Arlington, Virginia, April 21, 2001.

Vincent Carnicelli (’75), Norwood, New Jersey.

Charles Cherry (’76), Norristown, Pennsylvania.

Grace (Gehring) Meighan (’77), Sumner, Iowa, September 25, 2001.

Juan Ortiz (’79), Laurel, Maryland, September 2000.

Ersel (Twyman) Vickers (’79), Colonial Beach, Virginia.

Beman Weathers (’79), Williamson, Georgia.

Raymond Boyenga (’80), Fort Myers, Florida, August 19, 2001.

Earl Adkins (’81), Arlington, Virginia.

Michael Day (’90), Waunakee, Wisconsin, July 2000.

Edward Shevokas (’92), Ames, Iowa, March 6, 2000.

Andrea (Sachs) Hasson (’95), Richardson, Texas, 1997.

Lori (Fisher) Fensin (’00) was
married this May. She and husband
Marc celebrated the birth of a son
this August. The family lives in
Waukesha, Wisconsin.

Robin Kelley (’00) is currently living
in Honolulu, Hawaii, and working
with the Life Foundation, helping
individuals living with HIV/AIDS. She
is married and has four boys.

Ryan Van Erem (’00) and Jamie
Luchtel (’01) were married in June.
Ryan works for Ryder Logistics 
in Coralville. Jamie is attending
graduate school at the University 
of Iowa, where she is studying
physical therapy. The Van Erems
live in Iowa City.

Yolanda Voigt (’01) of Wausau,
Wisconsin, is the human resource
program coordinator for Community
Health Care-Wausau Hospital. 
She also is the vice president for
Central Wisconsin Human Resource
Managers, and she will take over
the presidency in 2002.

Brandi Woodson (’00) joined the
United States Navy, enrolling to
become a gunner’s mate. This
position involves the operating 
and maintaining of guided missile
launching systems. Brandi has
already completed eight weeks 
of basic training and seventeen
weeks of gunner’s mate school. 
Her hometown is Fayette.

S h a r e  t h e  N e w s !

■ Where are you? ■ What’s going on? ■ Do you have pictures?

Keep your friends and classmates updated on your activities and
w h e reabouts through the “Class Notes” section of The Bridge!

Send to: Alumni Relations
A t t n : Class Notes
Upper Iowa University
P.O. Box 1857
Fayette, Iowa  52412-1857

You can also submit your information electronically! 
Send your notes to a l u m n i @ u i u . e d u. Photographs submitted
e l e c t ronically should be no less than 300 dpi and no smaller 
than 2-3” (jpeg format pre f e r re d ) .



Bridge Winter 2001 27

Homecoming 2001 was also a celebratory weekend for several 
UIUalumni classes. We were extremely pleased to have a terrific
turnout for the Alumni Banquet in Garbee Hall. The Class of ’51
received fifty-year keys, and the Classes of 1941, 1951, 1961, 1976,
and 1996 were honored at the banquet.



28 Bridge Winter 2001

Facul t y  and
sta f f  notes

John Andersen, former principal at
New Hampton High School (New Hampton,
Iowa), joined the UIU Education
Department faculty as an assistant
professor of education in August 2001. 
Dr. Andersen received his undergraduate
degree in sociology from Loras College
(Dubuque, Iowa) and his graduate degrees
from the University of Iowa (Iowa City). 
He is teaching half time at the Fayette
Campus and serves as the Education
Department liaison to the Waterloo Center
as a part of the Extended University.

Instructor Nancy Anderson joined
the UIU Art Department this fall. Nancy
previously taught art at Northern Illinois
University (De Kalb) and at McHenry
College (Illinois). She holds an M.F.A. in
art with an emphasis in three-dimensional
forms and a B.S. in education from
Northern Illinois University. Nancy also
started her own business in handwoven
and handpainted apparel for men and
women based in Rockford and Chicago,
Illinois. She has three sons.

Mike Anderson is the new director 
of security on the Fayette Campus. Mike
has many years of law enforcement
experience, having served as a police

officer for eight
years and a
military police
officer for three
years (including
tours of duty in
Honduras and

Panama). He is very familiar with the
educational setting, having taught D.A.R.E.
for five years. Mike was also a member of the
Buena Vista County drug task force and the
Buena Vista County Special Entry Reaction
Team. He is married and has two sons. 

Madison Center instructor William 
A. Berkan recently published a collection
of seven narratives titled Voices of Hope:
Stories of Successful Survivors of Child
Abuse. “This has been a work of my heart
for the past five years,” commented
William. “I had long wanted to let the
survivors of child abuse tell their own
stories about how they not only survived,
but became contributing members of their
communities.” William was a social worker
in Wisconsin for 32 years, working with 
the state adoption and foster care services
as well as child welfare, handicapped
children’s education, and school social
work divisions. William and his wife Ruth
have three children and two grandchildren.

Jeanne Boetig joined the Fort
Leavenworth Center in May 2001 as an
administrative assistant. Jeanne holds 
a B.A. in English and classical literature
from the College of New Rochelle (New

York). She and 
her husband,
Christopher, have
three children:
Matthew, Thomas, 
and Melissa.
Jeanne and Chris

have been active in the Fort Leavenworth
International Sponsorship Program 
since 1993, and Jeanne served on the
International Spouses’ Organization 
board for six years. She teaches English 
as a Second Language twice a week to
international guests whose spouses attend
the Command and General Staff Course 
at Fort Leavenworth. In her spare time,
Jeanne is an avid reader of mystery novels
and a gourmet cook. 

Assistant athletic trainer Kelli Blum
was promoted to head women’s athletic
trainer and is also an instructor in the
HPER Department.

Karen Busta joined the staff of the
Registrar’s Office as an administrative
assistant.

UIU Instructor Jeanette Chaplin
published her first novel, Fireweed 
Glow , through Xlibris Publishing
(www.xlibris.com/bookstore). The book 
is a fictional thriller and takes place after
an eruption of Mount Saint Helens, during
which fireweed is biogenetically altered
and “gets out of hand.” Jeanette has been
teaching English Composition I and II,
Literature and Spanish at the Des Moines
Center for four years.

Shirley M. Clapp was named head 
of the ESL Department at UIU. She has been
an ESL instructor at the Fayette Campus 
for six years, and previously taught at the

elementary level 
in Garnavillo,
Hudson, and
LaPorte City, Iowa.
Shirley holds an
M.A. degree in
Teaching English 

to Speakers of Other Languages (TESOL)
from the University of Northern Iowa
(Cedar Falls). She and her husband James
have two daughters, Cindy and Angela. 

Brian Collette joined the UIU HPER
Department this fall as the new head men’s
athletic trainer and an instructor. Brian 
is originally from Jefferson, South Dakota,

and received his
bachelor’s degree
in exercise science
and athletic
training from the
University of Iowa
(Iowa City). His
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graduate studies were in sports
management at Iowa State University
(Ames). Brian enjoys participating in
fitness activities, including most sports, 
and spends his free time hunting, fishing,
and camping. 

Joyce Czajkowski was named
associate vice president for the Extended
University. Joyce previously served 
as regional director for the northeast 
Iowa centers.

UIU junior Anthony Giannini is 
the new science lab coordinator for 
the Division of Science and Mathematics 

at the Fayette
Campus. Anthony 
is a four-time
Dean’s List
honoree, and 
plans to major in
biology and minor

in chemistry. In his free time, Anthony
enjoys fishing and working in the labs. 

Former assistant in the External Degree
program Kathleen Guyer joined the
Registrar’s Office as assistant registrar.
Kathy completed her human services 
major at UIU this May, and will complete
her sports psychology degree next
December. She has been an adjunct faculty

member in the
HPER Department
since 1996,
teaching aquatics,
water aerobics,
lifeguarding, and
water safety. Kathy

and her husband, Gaylord, have three
children (Jason, Heidi, and Josh). She
enjoys candlemaking and counted cross
stitch, but her favorite pastime is spending
time with her family.

Dee Jellings moved from the
Admission Office to the Extended University,
where she is now an administrative
assistant.

New assistant baseball and football
coach Mike Joseph joined the UIU HPER
Department this fall. Mike is originally
from Williamsburg, Iowa, and graduated

from Upper Iowa
in December 2000.
He previously
coached basketball
at North Fayette
High School and
baseball at North

Fayette and Sumner high schools. Mike
works primarily with infielders and
outfielders and coaches the junior varsity
baseball team, and is the running back
coach for the football team. While Mike
enjoys duck and pheasant hunting, he
noted, “My favorite thing to do is coach.
Nothing is better than watching kids grow
– to see the excitement in their eyes, the
passion. It is a great feeling.” 

Instructor Janet Kehe was promoted
to assistant professor of education.

Brooke Kerns joined the HPER
Department as the new athletic training
program director and an assistant

professor of
athletic training.
Brooke most
recently worked in
a clinic and high
school setting as
an athletic trainer

and director of occupational health
programming. She holds an M.A. in health
education with an emphasis in health
promotion and fitness management from
the University of Northern Iowa. Brooke
lives in Oelwein with her husband, Mike,
and their dog, Buck. 

Pam Whitmore is no stranger 
to UIU or global education. As a new
assistant professor in the Education
Department, Pam returns to UIU after 
35 years of teaching, 30 of which were
spent overseas.

A native of Dysart, Iowa, Pam attended
Upper Iowa University as a student from
1961 to 1965 and received a degree in
elementary education. She began her
career by teaching in Beloit, Wisconsin, 
for five years before joining the Department 
of Defense Overseas School System.

Pam taught for six years on Roosevelt
Roads Naval Base in Puerto Rico, four
years on the Army base in Seoul, Korea,
four years on the NATO base in Keflavik,
Iceland, ten years on the Navy base 
at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, and six years 
on Kadena Air Force Base in Okinawa.

She celebrated her return to UIU
this fall by donning her finest Peacock fan

apparel – a fitting
return for our
1964 Homecoming
Queen. We l c o m e
home, Pam!
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Facul t y  and
sta f f  notes

Brent Kuker (’91) was promoted to
head coach of women’s softball, and will
also be coaching tennis. Brent was
previously the assistant coach for women’s
basketball and softball.

Debra (Sabelka) Merritt joined the
staff at Upper Iowa University in September
as the new director of recreation and

wellness. A native
of Lawler, Iowa,
Debra holds
degrees from
Waldorf College
and the University
of Northern Iowa.

She resides in Fayette with her husband
Andrew, daughter Josie, and new baby girl
Isabella Grace. 

Assistant Professor of Sociology 
Mari J. Molseed joined the UIU
Sociology Department. Mari previously
taught and was a researcher at
Pennsylvania State University, and also
taught at the University of Dubuque. She

received her Ph.D.
in sociology from
the University of
Iowa. Mari noted,
“Teaching and
writing sociology
and criminology 

have been my life missions and passions. 
At large research institutions, faculty
members don’t have the opportunity to get
to know their students and meet with them

face-to-face as often because classes are
too large. I decided to shift my focus to
smaller, teaching-oriented institutions,
which are my true calling. I am excited
about the opportunity to act on that calling
here at Upper Iowa University.” 

Gail Moorman-Behrens
accepted the position of director of 
teacher education in the UIU Education
Department.

Troy Otradovec is the new assistant
men’s soccer coach in Fayette. Troy comes
to Iowa from Green Bay, Wisconsin, where
he coached at Ashwaubenon High School

and worked with
several club teams. 
He attended UW-
Whitewater, where
he was a four-year
letter winner for
the soccer team,

earning the team’s Most Valuable Player
award after his junior and senior seasons.
Troy was selected to the All-Wisconsin
Intercollegiate First Team after his senior
season. He holds a B.B.A. in marketing. 

Assistant Professor of Psychology
Joycelyn Gay Parish joined the UIU
Psychology Department this fall. Prior 
to coming to UIU, Gay served within the
Wichita Public School District in Kansas 
as a director of research and evaluation.
She has developed numerous assessment
instruments to measure the effectiveness 
of educational programs and methods, 
and has taught courses in the areas of
psychology, education, research methods,
and statistics for more than nine years,
including several years as an adjunct
member of the teaching faculty at the 
UIU Fort Riley Center in Kansas. Gay holds
a Ph.D. in psychology and is a licensed
master’s level psychologist. She is a
diplomat/member of the American

Psychotherapy Association, and has
published and presented numerous papers
at local, national, and international
professional meetings. Gay’s husband, Tom,
also teaches at UIU in the Psychology
Department.

Fort Riley instructor Tom Parish,
Ph.D., moved to the Fayette Campus this
fall, where he is an associate professor 
in the Psychology Department, teaching
General Psychology and Motivation. Prior
to joining the UIU staff at the Fort Riley
Center, Tom was the assistant to the deans
of education and human ecology at Kansas
State University (Manhattan, Kansas), but
he missed the contact with students. “If 
I could give anyone a gift,” he explained, 
“I would give them the great love of
teaching. If all I had ever done was teach, 
I would still be quite happy.” Tom’s wife,
Gay, also teaches at UIU in the Psychology
Department.

Sioux Patashnik came to UIU as 
an instructor in English and ESL this year.
A transplanted native New Yorker, Sioux
found herself “wooed and won over by
Upper Iowa University and the beauty of 

the Midwest.” For
the past ten years,
she taught English
literature, writing,
and ESL at Seton
Hall University,
where she received

her M.A. in Renaissance literature. Sioux is
in the process of beginning her doctoral
work at the University of Iowa. In addition
to literature and writing, horses have been
Sioux’s passion her entire life – she has
ridden competitively since age seven. 
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Blackhawk Center instructor 
Christine Pavesic published her first
novel, Bond of Fire , with Xlibris Publishing
(www.xlibris.com/bookstore). Christine

developed the 
book while
completing 
her dissertation
research in 
early southern
Appalachian and
Native American
oral art forms.

Christine teaches English composition 
and literature. 

Yo Phonthipsavath, is the new head
women’s soccer coach at UIU. Coach Yo
comes to Fayette by way of Washington, DC,
and Midland, Michigan, having worked
with the Washington Freedom of the
Women’s United Soccer Association
(WUSA), a member of the professional

league in the
States. He also
served as the head
coach of Premiere
Travel teams in
Midland and in
Columbia,

Maryland. While pursuing his master’s
at Central Michigan University, Yo was an
assistant volunteer coach for the women’s
varsity soccer team and head coach for 
the women’s varsity club team. He holds 
a United States Soccer Federation (USSF)
National “B” License and is a member 
of the United States Soccer Coaches
Association. 

Amber Rechkemmer joined the 
Des Moines Center staff as a financial 
aid counselor this fall. Amber previously
worked in the Fayette Campus Financial 
Aid Office.

Financial Aid assistant Amanda
Rodgers (’97) was promoted to 
assistant registrar.

Heather Schrock (’99) joined the
Admission Office as an office assistant this
fall. Heather returns to UIU having worked
for Firstar Bank in Grantsburg, Wisconsin,
and as a psychometrician and case
manager assistant in Frederic, Wisconsin.
Her primary responsibilities include
prospective student inquiry, applicant
processing, and database management.

Lisa Seitz is the new director of
custodial services at the Fayette Campus.

She has been in 
the custodial field
since 1990, and
noted that she is
“happy and proud
to be part of the
Upper Iowa

University family.” Lisa grew up in Elgin,
Iowa, and currently lives in West Union
with her husband, Ron, and their children:
Matthew, Mitchell, Grant, and Garrett. 

Terry Smid (’98), the UIU computer
services team network administrator, has
been promoted to director of computer
services at the Fayette Campus.

Associate registrar Holly Streeter
(’80) was promoted to registrar. Holly
holds a B.A. in elementary education 
with a minor in early childhood education

from UIU. She 
has worked for 
the University since
1984, and was the
assistant director
of off-campus
programs before

taking the position of associate registrar.
Holly and husband Randy have four
children: David, Chris, Mary, and Daniel.

They also have one grandchild – Jaden –
the daughter of son David and his wife,
Lorie. Holly enjoys sports, especially
volleyball and softball, and working
crossword puzzles. She is also the director
of religious education at St. Francis Church
in Fayette.

Ming Thong (’97, ’99) returns 
to UIU as an admission counselor and
international student counselor. While a
student at UIU, Ming was an international
student liaison, recruiting students from
Asia and helping establish relationships
with colleges in China, Singapore, and

Malaysia. Before
returning to 
UIU, she was a
quality assurance
analyst for Miller
Fluid Power in
Bensenville,

Illinois. Ming’s primary responsibilities
include working with UIU’s international
student recruitment partners, and
recruiting international and domestic
students. She also will work with all
international students and domestic
students who live in the western region 
of the United States.

Cynthia Waters joined the UIU
Education Department as an assistant
professor this fall. Cindy previously taught
at both the middle and high school levels
in Independence, Iowa, and has been
teaching Family & Consumer Sciences for
the past 22 years. She received both her
B.S. and M.Ed. degrees from Iowa State
University. Cindy and husband Gary have
two children, Allison and Katherine. When
she’s not in the classroom, Cindy enjoys
reading, playing bridge, and golfing.
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Ca lendar o f events

January
18 6:00 p.m. Women’s basketball at 

Wartburg College

8:00 p.m. Men’s basketball at Wartburg College

19-20 TBA – Wrestling, NWCA National Duals 
in Columbus, Ohio

19 6:00 p.m. Women’s basketball at Buena Vista

8:00 p.m. Men’s basketball at Buena Vista

22 6:00 p.m. Women’s basketball at Central College

8:00 p.m. Men’s basketball at Central College

25 6:00 p.m. Women’s basketball vs. Coe College 
(home)

8:00 p.m. Men’s basketball vs. Coe College 
(home)

26 10:00 a.m. Wrestling, IIACDuals in Pella, Iowa

6:00 p.m. Women’s basketball vs. Cornell 
College (home)

8:00 p.m. Men’s basketball vs. Cornell College 
(home)

February
1-2 9:00 a.m. Wrestling, Wheaton Invitational 

in Wheaton, Illinois

1 6:00 p.m. Women’s basketball at University 
of Dubuque

8:00 p.m. Men’s basketball at University 
of Dubuque

2 6:00 p.m. Women’s basketball at Loras College

8:00 p.m. Men’s basketball at Loras College

4-March 21 Annual Phone-a-Friend 
Fund Drive

5 6:00 p.m. Women’s basketball at Simpson 
College

8:00 p.m. Men’s basketball at Simpson College

7 7:00 p.m. Wrestling vs. Simpson College 
(home)

9 4:30 p.m. Alumni pre-game Gathering

6:00 p.m. Women’s basketball vs. Luther College 
(home)

8:00 p.m. Men’s basketball vs. Luther College 
(home)

12 7:30 p.m. Men’s basketball at Clarke College

14 9:00 a.m. Wrestling, IIAC Championships 
in Waterloo, Iowa

15 6:00 p.m. Women’s basketball vs. Buena Vista 
(home)

8:00 p.m. Men’s basketball vs. Buena Vista 
(home)

16 6:00 p.m. Women’s basketball vs. Wartburg 
College (home)

8:00 p.m. Men’s basketball vs. Wartburg College 
(home)

19 TBA Men’s and Women’s basketball, IIAC
Tournament Quarters

22 TBA Men’s and Women’s basketball, IIAC
Tournament Semi-Finals

23 TBA Men’s and Women’s basketball, IIAC
Tournament Finals

March

1-2 TBA Wrestling, NCAA DIII Championships 
in Wilkes Barre, Pennsylvania

4 New edition of Feather Notes eNews 
online at: 

w w w. u i u . e d u / A l u m n i _ a n d _ F r i e n d s / A l u m n i _ N e w s . h t m l

23-31 Fayette Campus Spring Break

29 University offices closed for Good 
Friday

April

19-21 Concert Choir Spring Tour

27 6:00 p.m. Honors and Awards Banquet

6:45 p.m. Awards Ceremony

29 Red Cross Blood Drive on Fayette 
Campus

May

5 3:00 p.m. Spring Concert

25 Fayette Campus Commencement

27 University offices closed for 
Memorial Day



Dedicated to the hero in you.

C o n t a c t  i n f o :

Office of Advancement and Alumni Relations

P.O. Box 1857

Fayette, IA  52142

800-553-4150, ext. 5

a l u m n i @ u i u . e d u

Upper Iowa University has established 
a series of awards recognizing and 
honoring distinguished UIUalumni.

Nominations are currently sought 
for the following categories:

■ Service to Upper Iowa University
■ Professional accomplishment
■ Community service

Faculty, staff, and alumni may 
nominate individuals they feel 
are deserving of recognition.

Awards will be presented at the 2002 
Alumni Banquet on October 4, 2002.

Please call the Office of Advancement 
and Alumni Relations to request 
a nomination form.

All nominations must be received 
by March 1, 2002.

C a l l  f o r  N o m i n a t i o n s
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