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“Success in business requires training, discipline and hard work.
If you’re not frightened by these things, the opportunities
are just as great today as they ever were.”
David Rockefeller

www.uiu.edu

From the President

his edition of The Bridge provides a testament to the
entrepreneurial culture and legacy at UIU; a legacy that
began in 1854 when Elizabeth Alexander, a pioneer
mother living near Fayette wanted to send her two daughters to
college. The nearest school at that time was Cornell College,
located in Mt. Vernon, Iowa. After having considered the distance
and expense involved, she asked why there couldn’t be a college
in Fayette? With that same entrepreneurial spirit, Upper Iowa
University went on to establish the first business school west of the
Mississippi. Since then, many alums have used the education they
received to become highly successful business men and women.
Some even became CEOs of fortune 500 companies.

T

In August, the University will recommit itself to future generations
of business leaders by opening the new 26,000 square foot Andres
Center for Business and Education–the official ribbon-cutting and
dedication will take place September 16 during Homecoming
Weekend. The Center was made possible in part through a
generous gift from Betty (’46) Andres, a longtime elementary
teacher, and her late husband Bill (’48), former CEO of the
Dayton-Hudson Corporation.
Upper Iowa is committed to providing a learning environment that
promotes critical thinking, problem solving, creativity,
entrepreneurship and the use of best practices in business.
We not only talk-the-talk, but we walk-the-walk, and put into
practice what we preach. There is no better example of this than
the University’s recent AQIP (Academic Quality Improvement
Program) initiative.
In April of this year, the Higher Learning Commission, a
commission of the North Central Association of Colleges and
Schools, approved Upper Iowa’s application to participate in AQIP.
Upper Iowa’s current accreditation will continue as it participates
in a series of planning and review activities to energize and
reinforce its internal commitment to improvement. The date for
the next formal reaffirmation of Upper Iowa’s accreditation will be
set in 2012-2013. Annual and other reviews of its quality efforts
will enable the Higher Learning Commission and AQIP to monitor
progress and support Upper Iowa’s quality efforts. Formal
reaffirmation of accreditation will be based on continuous
participation–and patterns of continuous improvement–and
improving results that indicate success.
The AQIP model, similar to that of ISO 9000 and the Malcolm
Baldrige Quality Award program, is designed to align the Higher

Learning Commission’s
reaccreditation process
with an institution’s
program of continuous
quality improvement in
order to meet the rapidly
shifting needs of
educational institutions in
the 21st century. By
participating in AQIP,
Upper Iowa University
demonstrates a willingness
to identify concrete targets for continuous improvement and hold
itself accountable for reengineering processes and operations to
improve the results and activities for itself and for its students.
With our acceptance into the AQIP program, Upper Iowa has
reached another important milestone in its history. This is a
significant achievement because AQIP places more responsibility for
self-assessment, quality control and evaluation on the institution. This
is only possible if the institution has strong systems in place and a
level of maturity and sophistication so as to inspire confidence in our
accreditor, the NCA. Acceptance into AQIP says a lot about the
strength and quality of academics at Upper Iowa University.
The AQIP approach to accreditation makes good sense because
the emphasis is on continuous quality improvement rather than
the NCA’s traditional episodic (ten year) evaluations. A premier
feature and benefit of AQIP is widespread participation from all
levels of the University in quality improvement. Individuals have an
opportunity to provide input into the nature of their jobs and
processes that directly affect them and to make them better and
more efficient. It is consistent with the approach I have used
successfully for years in leading large complex organizations.
It is important that our students learn the theories that underpin
success in the private and public sector. At Upper Iowa University,
through our participation in AQIP, they will also have an
opportunity to see these theories put into actual practice.
Sincerely,

Alan G. Walker
President
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FLOCK
TALK
Responses to last edition:

just received the most recent issue and
read what looked like responses to a
request for “favorite” instructors. I was
delighted that the first person mentioned
was Dr. Charles B. Clark–I was not only
one of his political
science majors,
but also worked
for him for all
four years I was at
Upper Iowa. I
graduated in
1971, and still can
point to him as
one of my best instructors and mentors.

I

Maureen (Reenie Hough) Smith, ’71
Chicago, Illinois

The letters about influential teachers in the
winter 2005 Bridge prompted me to relive
my days at UIU between
1956-1959. I was
fortunate enough to have
as instructors five of the
teachers mentioned there,
but it is another one who
influenced me the most.
In an attempt to finance
my education, I ironed
between 7-12 white shirts
for President Garbee
each week (at 65 cents an
hour) and helped serve
roast raccoon and stewed
opossum at his annual wild game dinners.
Baby-sitting for professors eventually led to
a job as Dr. James Sparkman’s secretary
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in the education
department. It
was during the
last years of
Iowa’s two-year
teaching
certificate; he
convinced me
that a four-year degree was the best
insurance policy a young woman could
own, and it could be earned in three years
and three summers. He helped plan my
classes and credits so that I graduated with
multiple majors and teaching
endorsements. When the college sponsored
a 30-day tour of Europe the summer of
1959, he urged me to go and had a
solution for every excuse I offered, one of
which was lack of six credits needed for
graduation. He made arrangements for me
to earn credit by writing
papers about the trip that
changed my life. A barelyoff-the-farm girl had her
first plane ride, transAtlantic ship crossing,
opera, Broadway play,
exposure to travel
companions from all ages
and walks of life and, of
course, 30 days of
European art, scenery and
history. Nearly 50 years
later, I still marvel at his
foresight in guiding my life.
Marilyn (Heiple) Parchert, ’59
Illinois City, Illinois

Our thanks to Alaor Andrade ’03, for this
photo of Pete the Peacock with Spike, the
mascot of Drake University. The UIU football
team battled Drake on November 6, 2004.

What is the best business/career advice
you ever received? Write to The Bridge
and share your best advice! Your
responses will appear in “Flock Talk” in
the next edition!
The Bridge welcomes your emails,
letters and general reminiscences.
Please include your name, class year
and home town. Letters may be edited
for space and clarity. Send your Flock
Talk correspondence to:
The Bridge
Upper Iowa University Alumni Center
P.O. Box 1857
Fayette, IA 52142
Or send an email to alumni@uiu.edu
with the subject line “Bridge.”

Win a $100 gift certificate
from the UIU Logo Store!
The Alumni Center and Career Services Office would like to know where
our UIU alumni are in their careers. Use the enclosed envelope to mail your
current business card to the Alumni Center to be entered into the drawing
on Homecoming Weekend. Don’t forget to add your Class Note!
Business cards must be received at the Alumni Center before
September 17 to be entered in the drawing.
*Your business information will remain secure in accordance with
UIU’s information privacy policy.

Shop the Logo Store for UIU gifts and gear!

w w w. u i u . e d u / l o g o s t o r e

Fayette store hours:
Monday - Friday, 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Online hours: 24/7
• Diploma Frames • Hats • Jackets
• Sweatshirts • Athletic apparel
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GOD BLESS THE LITTLE MAN
Downtown Fayette, Iowa, in 1965

owntown Fayette has had its
share of “little folks” in
business providing goods and
services to the community throughout the
years. Many of the local proprietors have
been great supporters of the University and
appreciative of student trade. The evidence
is as close as your dusty old college annual
and the pages and pages of ad space that
made their publication possible. This
tradition carries on today in other forms–

D
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numerous businesses continue to
support programs and projects at
Upper Iowa University, whether by cash
gifts or gifts in kind.
The entrepreneurial spirit is alive and well
among our alumni, too. Many have built a
career around what they love in their own
small business. This edition of The Bridge
brings you stories of UIU alumni in Iowa,
Wisconsin, Minnesota, Georgia and Ohio

who had a big idea, took a risk and hung
out their shingle. They share their ups and
downs, small business advice and the
“lightbulb” moment that started the ball
rolling.

The Bridge salutes “the little man”– the UIU alumni who turned
big ideas into small businesses!
I remember walkin’ round the court square sidewalk
Lookin’ in windows at things I couldn’t want
There’s Johnson’s hardware and Morgan’s jewelry
And the ol’ Lee King’s apothecary
They were the little man
The little man

He hung on there for a few more years
But he couldn’t sell Slurpees and he wouldn’t sell beer
Now the bank rents the station to a man down the road
And they sell velvet Elvis and second-hand clothes
There goes the little man
There goes another little man

I go back now and the stores are all empty
Except for an old Coke sign from 1950
Boarded up like they never existed
Or renovated and called historic districts
There goes the little man
The little man

Now they are lined up in a concrete strip
You can buy the world with just one trip
And save a penny ‘cause it’s jumbo size
They don’t even realize
They’re killin’ the little man
Oh the little man

Now the court square’s just a set of streets
That the people go round but they seldom think
About the little man that built this town
Before the big money shut ‘em down
And killed the little man
Oh the little man

It wasn’t long ago when I was a child
An old black man came with his plow
He broke the ground where we grew our garden
Back before we’d all forgotten about the little man
The little man

He pumped your gas and he cleaned your glass
And one cold rainy night he fixed your flat
The new stores came where you do it yourself
You buy a lotto ticket and food off the shelf
Forget about the little man
Forget about the little man

Long live the little man
God bless the little man

Alan Jackson
“Little Man” from his 1998 album High Mileage

Her·pe·tol·o·gist n.
a zoologist who
studies reptiles
and amphibians

possible and shelf stable. I looked at, for
example, what an iguana would eat in the
wild, and then I wanted to make a prepared
food that moist. The research that went into
that had three parts: finding a way to make it
shelf stable so it won’t spoil, using the
highest quality ingredients and making the
food palatable. That took a very long time.
We went through a lot of prototypes before
we got to something that was good.”

“Ever since I can remember, even as a little
kid, I was fascinated by reptiles. I really
love all aspects of biology, but I am really
interested in herpetology. Once I got my
undergraduate degree in biology, I knew I
would have to go on further to whet my
appetite. It’s been my whole life–my
education, my hobby, and now it’s my
business.”

Brent and his wife, Angela, spent three
years researching their product before
unveiling their invention–the only moist
reptile food in the world. “I had no
intentions, really, of running a business. My
master’s degree, my research, is actually in
feeding behaviors of reptiles. I was doing
this on the side because we were going to
move to Australia so I could start my Ph.D.
over there. I had to make a decision within
one week to go or stay.
(continued)

Brent Seegers ’96
Ectotherm, Inc.
Cedar Falls, Iowa

Ectotherm is a premium pet food
manufacturing business that specializes in
moist, nutritious foods for reptiles. The word
“ectotherm” is the biological term for coldblooded animals, so the name is its own
inside joke. “Most pet food designed for
reptiles has been a dry food; it almost looks
like cocoa puffs. We wanted to make
something that was as close to fresh as
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I showed my prototype to some people
I trusted, and they tried it on their
animals. They encouraged me to market
the product because it was so unique.”
All ten food formulas, called “Yummies,”
are made on site from start to finish. Each
formula is different, based on what
nutrition the animal needs, with a moisture
level similar to fruits and vegetables. “The
best way to describe the consistency is a
cross between tofu and a fruit snack–a
little bit chewy and a little bit crumbly.”
“The very bottom-line core of what we do,
the reason why we do this, is to make highquality food. If you have a pet reptile at
home and feed your animal our food, I can
go to bed at night and know that your
animal is getting proper nutrition. There’s
no junk in our food, no cheap filler. We
just won’t do it. Our food is, technically,
‘super-premium’– that’s how the USDA
would categorize it. If you buy a $1,500
captive-bred lizard, you’re not going to
feed it something cheap. We’re very
passionate about what we do. Even our
hermit crab food is super-premium.”
What’s the market for “super-premium”
reptile food, you ask? Larger than you
think. “We currently sell to large, national
pet chains like PETCO. We sell to
distributors who may sell to 4-500 private
stores, nature centers and we sell directly
to ‘mom and pop’ pet stores. We also have
a couple of zoos that buy from us, too.”
“A very large segment of the business is
selling our various formulas to breeders
and cricket farmers. For folks who have
never kept a reptile, 70% of reptiles are
insect eaters. They have to eat a live insect.
If you go to the pet store to buy live
crickets for your lizard, they come from a
cricket farm. (There are about five serious
cricket farms in the U.S. that raise, literally,
billions of crickets a year.) Crickets are a
pain to raise. They are cannibalistic, and
they drink a lot of water. That gets messy
because they will defecate or even drown
in their water. In addition to food and
water, they need vitamins, so that’s three

8

Bridge

Summer 2005

processes. We combined all that into one
moist stick, so now breeders can open one
stick and throw it in the cage and that’s it.
The Cricket Yummie has really gained a lot
of attention–you could say we’re making
food for the food.”
Ectotherm began as a rather small business
funded primarily through small business
loans. Getting started was difficult and the
growth was slow. Brent’s connection with
Upper Iowa University played a key role in
turning the tide. Brent, an adjunct faculty
member at the Waterloo Center, had a
student who was interested in the work he

will continue to expand. “It’s happened so
fast that we’ve hardly had time to sit back
and appreciate it all. The fact that we can
drive to just about any state and find our
food just mystifies me.”
Competition within the industry has become
more serious, and security at Ectotherm is
understandably tight. “We didn’t pursue a
patent because we would have had to
disclose exactly how the product is made,
and a patent doesn’t offer much protection.
A lot of brilliant men and women have come
up with business ideas that have been
ripped off by other people; luckily we have
protected ourselves, and our product is
really hard to make.”
Brent’s goal from the beginning was to
become “big,” but he anticipated the
growth to be slow and steady. He expanded
at an accelerated rate, moving the business
to its current, larger location and
automating many of the processes.
“Manufacturing is unbelievably difficult. I
had an online business years ago that just
sold reptile supplies, so that gave me some
insight into running a business. What I
wasn’t prepared for, though, was the sheer
amount of materials you need for
manufacturing, from the raw goods to
processing it to the custom-made
equipment. We’re a small business, but it
was a huge investment, financially, and it’s
unbelievable how much time it takes.”

was doing with Ectotherm. She called the
Waterloo Courier, and they came out to do
an interview. The Associated Press picked
up the story and printed it in eight
languages under the headline “Mad
Scientist Creates Reptile Food.” Brent got a
call the next day from the Canadian NPR,
and he did a live on-air interview. He was
soon bombarded with phone calls and
emails. “We got swamped with orders, and
we got pretty far behind. That forced us to
take the next step and expand.”
The steady growth continued, and they
changed locations three times in three
years. Brent currently has ten employees as
well as three sales reps in Michigan,
Maryland and Arizona, and he thinks they

While he enjoys the company’s current
position, Seegers admits that being selfemployed is tough. “People think it
means they’ll have more free time. You
actually have less free time. That was
probably the biggest eye-opener. I’ve
never been a lazy person, but it’s really been
a lot more work than I had anticipated.
Especially when everything you do is
original, that’s very difficult.”
Every small business owner can relate to the
challenges Brent has faced with starting his
own business. “As the owner, you deal
with everything from federal
regulations on your food down to
working on the equipment. You have
to know a little bit about everything.

You have to be able to withstand a huge
amount of punishment because you make
no money for a long time before the
business gets going. You deal with difficult
things like trying to convince a banker that
you want to make reptile food. Dog or cat
food? Fine. Reptile? They think you’re crazy.
Well, maybe you do have to be a little bit
crazy to do this, but it keeps me young, I
think. It keeps me excited.”
Seegers is planning for the future by
finding ways to branch out, whether in pet
foods or in other commercial avenues. One
avenue that looks particularly promising is
providing food for commercial tilapia
farms. “Tilapia are a really high-quality
tasting fish, and they’re really inexpensive.
They are very mild, and you can season
them in many ways. Basically, they don’t
taste like fish, if you don’t like fish. The

problem these tilapia farmers have in the
Midwest is there are only a few places that
make tilapia food. It’s quite expensive to
have something shipped across the country,
and the food is not high quality. We have all
the equipment right here to begin that
process. I already have a lot of preorders.”
Even though business is booming, Brent
continues to teach five-seven science
courses a year at the Waterloo Center, not
for the money, but to keep his mind fresh.
“Teaching forces me to go over the basics
all the time, and it helps me stop thinking
about work. I always enjoyed teaching, but
I appreciate it so much more now. I love to
get students fired up about biology. Most of
my students are adult learners–I’m
probably younger than my average student.
They tend to wait until the very end to take
their math and science courses because,
perhaps, they had a bad high school

Chester Cavil ’71

After graduating from Upper Iowa
University with a degree in business and
business education, Chester Cavil worked
14 years as a regional trainer with the F.W.
Woolworth Company. He left the company
in 1983 and took a job in Chicago with
Johnson Products–a company specializing
in ethnic hair care products and the first
minority-run business to be listed on the
American Stock Exchange.
Chester’s career progressed quickly with
Johnson Products. He was promoted from
regional trainer to key account rep to
district manager, then to regional manager
with a territory that covered half of the
United States. “My family had moved to

Although the journey has been challenging,
Seegers is quick to acknowledge the
rewards. “We get feedback from our
customers through our web site or at trade
shows, and it’s great to hear that people
like our food. More than that, though,
when you have employees who can
purchase homes and support families
because of something that came out of
your brain–and you’re hiring these people
and giving them a career–that’s probably
the most rewarding thing. That’s such a
cool feeling.”
Learn more about Ectotherm and their ten
varieties of Yummies online at
www.ectotherm.com.

the office. Ruby, would ask, ‘Where are you
going?’ ‘To work!’ That didn’t last long, but
it was a motivator.”

Target Marketing Group
Decatur, Georgia
In the early 1900s, Madame C. J. Walker
began marketing her line of hair care
products to Black women across the South.
The field has since grown into a billion
dollar industry meeting the hair care needs
of both men and women across the country
and around the world.

teacher, or they are scared to death of
science. I often have students who come
into my classes with high anxiety, so I try to
keep it really fresh and exciting.”

Atlanta, Georgia; the next promotion would
have taken me to the national level, which
meant I would have had to move my family
back to Chicago. I didn’t want to do that, so
I knew it was time to go. I left the company
in 1988 to start Target Marketing Group.”
Chester now works as a broker for ethnic
hair care products out of his Decatur,
Georgia, home. He has sold the products to
wholesalers, specializing in nationally
recognized brands such as Ampro, Elasta,
Hollywood, African Pride and Kizure, to
name a few. “When I started, I had a
laundry table and a phone line in our
two-car garage. It took discipline to
work from home–for both me and my
wife, Ruby–to understand that when I
was in the garage, I was at work.
I even put on a suit at times to go out to

In addition to Target Marketing, Chester
started two other companies. Lula Mae
Industries–named for his mother-in-law–
manufactures glue for hair extensions and
glue removal shampoos and oils for Sally
Beauty Supply. His other company, TKO,
makes and distributes hair gels, tea tree
shampoo, glue removers and scalp
moisturizers. “At the peak of my career, I
had four sales reps, three merchandisers
and an office manager. I had about 600
accounts in Georgia, Alabama, Florida,
North Carolina and South Carolina.”
As the company grew, he had the fun of
watching the products become successful
and reaping the benefits. One of his more
successful product lines, African Pride,
peaked at $3 million in sales in the early
1990s. Chester recalled, “We had a good
Christmas that year.”
Not that venturing out on his own wasn’t
risky. He clearly remembers the hard times
(continued)
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at the beginning. “Getting started was a
painful process. I thought I had
enough capital to get started with just
three or four months’ cash in reserve.
We had some hard times there, but
thankfully the business did well and
we were able to recover. Things turned
around when we got an opportunity to put
our products on the shelves of about 15
Target department stores in our area. We
knew the distributor who had that contract.
Rather than moving a sales rep down here
to manage it himself, he hired my company.
That really gave me a chance.”
As hairstyles and trends have changed,
Chester has had to make adjustments in his
business. “A while back everyone was
buying products for the curl. Those
products still do well, but now braids have

become a lot more mainstream. People are
wearing a lot more synthetic weaves and
wigs. The twist and lock is becoming more
popular now, too. You have to make sure
you are competitive by changing your
products with the fashion trends.”
Experience is always a good teacher, and
Chester has been able to share what he has
learned with his son, Phillip, who is
starting his own business. “I advised him to
keep his day job and do both ventures until
he reaches a point where the cash flow
from the new business will sustain him.
Then give the new business 100%. For
anyone else considering starting a
business, my advice is to really know
the industry you’re getting into–the
ups and downs and potential pitfalls.
It’s tough out there.”

Chester has scaled back now to just one
sales rep, and he works with three
consultants. “About once a quarter I travel
for about a week to Baltimore, Miami and
Dallas.” Chester maintains office hours about
three days a week, which allows him time to
travel with his wife, Ruby. “We have been to
almost every state, and we’ve traveled abroad
to Brazil, France, Cozumel, Belize and the
Bahamas.” He spends much of his free time
in service at Poplar Springs Baptist Church,
where he is a deacon, Sunday School
teacher, chorus member and active in the
church’s mother ministry. He also volunteers
one day a week at a local nursing home.
“The ability to enjoy life that way, that’s what
makes working worthwhile.”
For more information about Target Marketing
Group, contact Chester Cavil at
tmgroup1@bellsouth.net.

Brady Bergey, ’07
Heads and Tails Taxidermy
Canton, Minnesota
Brady Bergey got his first deer at 15. When
a taxidermy catalog arrived in the mail, he
thought it looked interesting and ordered
some books and supplies. By age 18, he
cleaned the junk out of his parents’ garage,
printed up some fliers and business cards
and started his own business.
Two years later, he works 15-20 hours a
week while going to school in Fayette, then
drives an hour home to Canton, Minnesota,
to work weekends in the shop. This year he
hired summer help–a high school student
who helps him keep up with his 50-70
projects a year. Kids today, I tell ya.
Taxidermy is essentially the mounting of
animal skins for surprisingly lifelike
display. This may sound like an unusual
career choice to those who don’t hunt or
fish, but avid outdoorsmen will often
preserve a trophy fish or a prize buck. In
addition to these, Brady has worked on
turkeys, coyotes, foxes, jackrabbits and
pheasants. He has even mounted a bear
and is currently working on a longhorn. He
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also stays busy with popular novelty items
such as antler lamps that he has donated to
charity auctions. “After my first year, I
surveyed my customers and got a lot
of positive responses back. That’s
when I knew I was on to something.”
Brady is self-taught through books and
videos. He often uses photos or images
from Field and Stream for reference. “I
really enjoy working on turkeys, but they
are the most challenging because you have

to get the placement of the feathers just
right. I especially like building animal
habitats. Right now I’m working on a rather
large project for a client’s cabin. The scene
includes a coyote chasing a jackrabbit, a
red fox looking over a fawn and a badger
enjoying the sunshine.”
Brady’s experience as a business owner has
taught him a lot about customer service
principles. “People come into the shop and
are eager to see the progress on their

animal, and they want to tell you all their
hunting stories. You have to spend that
time with them. Or they’ll come in to have
a kid’s first deer mounted–it’s a great
feeling to work on a kid’s first deer. The
best part about working in a business like
this is talking to people who love to do the
same things I do. I learn a lot of tips and
tricks from successful hunters.”
“I got into this business because I love to
hunt, but the irony is that I hardly have
time to hunt anymore! I like to get out on
opening day of the season; but, two years
ago, I missed five calls because I was out
hunting and I lost customers. I bow hunted
a little this year, but you have to make
certain sacrifices for the business.”
You might think that someone with this
much interest in hunting must have come
from a family of hunters. Not so. “My
family really tries to be supportive. They’re
like my ‘silent partners.’ When I first got
started, they helped me clean, paint and get
organized. My mom took me to Wal-Mart
and helped me buy some of my supplies. I
took her hunting for the first time last
spring and, bless her heart, she got a
turkey in the first 20 minutes. She turned
out to be a pretty good shot! I wouldn’t say
she’s hooked, but we’re going again this
year. She comes out to the shop when I’m
working, and she’ll give me a hand when
I need a pair of steady hands or
perfectionist eyes.”
In the beginning, Brady loved the taxidermy,
but hated the business responsibilities–the
budgeting, the marketing, the advertising,
more budgeting. Now, with two years of
college behind him, including several
business classes, he has started to enjoy
the business aspect more and more and
has changed his major to marketing. “I am
learning principles in class that I can put to
use right away in my business.” He has
especially enjoyed Victor Clark’s class,
Contemporary Topics in Marketing. “It’s
interesting to hear the success stories of
other people–how they start with nothing
and end with everything.” In addition to
learning marketing and advertising

principles, his computer class gave him the
skills he needed to build a web site to help
him promote his business online.

Shari Hudson, ’90
Organized By Design
West Des Moines, Iowa

“I read a book called Start Small, Finish Big,
and I found out that it’s not that uncommon
for young people to start businesses.” It might
be uncommon, however, for a young person
to balance running a business while going to
school full-time. “I wouldn’t say that I regret
opening the business before going to school,
but I wish that I could enjoy all that college
has to offer without the headache of business
challenges. I might be about four times busier
than other students my age, but I do thrive on
the stress. I like the deadlines. I think about
the projects I need to get done. The reward is
a paycheck and a happy customer.”
As far as his future goals for the business, he
has already expanded his marketing area by
30 miles. “In the long-term, I’d like to build
a steady clientele, expand to a larger shop in
a larger community and have the pride of
hiring employees that could handle a
volume of 3-400 pieces a year.”
“I have a saying, ‘Ready, FIRE, Aim.’ You
can’t wait around for things to go your
way, you have to make your own magic.
This business is unpredictable–you might
get seven deer in a season or you might get
fifteen. Every season is different, a drought
or heavy snowfall affects the success of
hunters and fishers. That, in turn, affects my
workload. I don’t know whether I will
continue doing this full-time after college,
but it is an option. I considered going to
taxidermy school after high school, but I am
glad that I came to Upper Iowa to get a
broader-based education. The experience of
owning and operating my business will
make me more employable if I decide to go
into marketing elsewhere.”
Heads and Tails Taxidermy is located in
Canton, Minnesota. More information about
services and pricing is available online at
www.geocities.com/headsandtailstaxidermy.
DeLuca, F., Hayes, P. (2000). Start Small,
Finish Big: Fifteen lessons to start–and
run–your own successful business. New York:
Warner Books, Inc.

“Anyone can get organized, the challenge is
to stay organized.” Shari Hudson, a
professional organizer, has helped her
clients create organizational systems in
their homes and businesses for seven years.
“Being organized helps people reduce
stress, save time and save money. They feel
better, have more energy and regain a sense
of balance in their lives.”
The “simplification” concept is everywhere
these days in books, magazines and television.
The service that Shari provides goes beyond
folders, files and label makers. “It comes
down to how we adapt to change. It’s really
about behavior modification. I will shadow
the person and observe their process–how
they move from A to B to C. Then we work
together to create an effective system that will
help them become more productive,
something they are willing to keep up after
I’m gone. I generally schedule a follow up
appointment to build on what has worked and
make adjustments if necessary.”
The most common organization mistake
people make is simply not being open to
other ways of doing things. “We tend to rely
on the way it’s always been done, or say,
‘but this is how I was trained.’ Effective
organization systems are unique to each
person. What works well for one person
(continued)
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may not work for someone else, which can
be difficult if you have someone else come
in to organize your space.”
This line of work requires a significant
amount of empathy and trust. “Typically
when people call me, they are at their wit’s
end. They feel stressed, they feel out of
control or out of balance, and they
sometimes feel embarrassed that they need
help. Often when people need my services
they are going through very emotional times–
a divorce or death of a parent. I think I
have cried with clients more often than not.
It can be emotionally and physically
draining, because I’m asking them to make
a decision about every thing they touch.”
The confidentiality factor is also very
important. Shari works to win clients’ trust
from the very first phone call, and they
talk quite a bit before the first appointment
in order to build a strong comfort level. “I
understand that it can be scary to call a
stranger. They are allowing me to see into
their private lives.”
After earning her master’s degree in
organizational management from the
University of Phoenix in 1997, Shari was
working out of her home as a property
manager for storage units and apartments.
“For about a year and a half I had this sense
that something else was on its way for me,
but I didn’t know exactly what. I had
explored a few job opportunities, but
nothing was quite right. I was in my office
one day and had the TV on, as I often did for
background noise. ‘Oprah’ came on, and
her guest was Julie Morgenstern, a
professional organizer. I was just drawn to
the program; I had to stop what I was doing
and watch the show. It was like this
lightbulb moment–I knew this was
what I wanted to do. I enjoyed helping
people, I loved having variety in my job and I
liked meeting new people. In that afternoon,
God intervened. It was just meant to be.”
Shari began doing research on the
industry and found fewer than five
professional organizers in Iowa. She
contacted a professional organizer in Ames,

12
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Iowa, who was very willing to help and even
invited Shari to come along with her on
several appointments. From there, Shari
found a big opportunity with the Small
Business Development Center at Drake
University. “I contacted the director of the
program, Sherry Schafer, and asked whether
they’d ever had someone come in to help
people who are starting businesses to get
organized. She thought that was a great idea
and invited me to come and be a speaker
for one of their ‘lunch and learn’ sessions. It
turned out to be a great partnership,
because they helped me develop a web site
and they even did some advertising for me.
They gave me a lot of great ideas.”
Much of Shari’s business comes by word of
mouth. She began speaking to business and
women’s groups and submitting articles to
her local newspaper. “All of those
avenues led to opportunities to
present my work. The more
recognized you are the more people
begin to look to you as an ‘expert,’
which leads to more referrals.”
Shari’s success has brought some wellearned recognition. She has been featured
in the Des Moines Register and in a book
by Meredith Publishing called Clutter
Cutters, available at Lowe’s. (The same
book is available at Home Depot under the
title Simplify Your Life.) She also

appeared on the PBS program “Simple
Living,” which airs in over 100 cities
across the United States.
“This didn’t happen overnight. When I was
getting started, I asked people for help and
advice, and I found that people were willing
to share ideas and information. I asked
about their successes and mistakes so I
could learn to avoid pitfalls.”
Now Shari Hudson is in a position to give
advice to others who want to start a business.
“It’s important to have a good support
system so you’re not out there all by
yourself. It’s good to have people you trust
to bounce ideas off of and who can give you
good advice on how to proceed. Make sure
you have a good attorney and a good tax
person, and form a network of colleagues
who can share your ups and downs.”
She continues, “Have a clear end in mind–
determine the results you want and work
backward. A lot of people wait for the
‘perfect’ chance and end up thinking it to
death. Starting your own business is not for
the easily discouraged–you need passion,
drive, desire and a good support system.
Ultimately, do what you’re good at,
what you do best.”
If you are in need of a little order or just need
to simplify your system, information about
Shari Hudson and Organized By Design can be
found online at www.organizedbydesign.net.

Rick Hill, ’96
Mobile Music
Fort Atkinson, Wisconsin
After working a number of jobs yet
feeling a little lost, Rick Hill had “not a
clue” where he was going, but was willing
to try something new. It was 1978 when a
friend told him about a job at a record
store, and Rick became the assistant
manager of The Record Shanty in
Whitewater, Wisconsin.
“I was an extremely shy person, one who
always struggled for words. Pretty
women, especially, scared me to death.
Working in the store and waiting on

his own schedule. “If I want to have a
slow week, I can have it. I can take a
break when I need to.”

customers made me learn how to
look people in the eye and taught
me how to address people. It was
a fabulous experience.”
The owners of the record shop
also owned a mobile DJ company
called Gemini Productions. They
hired DJs for live performances
in the 1970s and early 1980s, a
time when the thing to do for
weddings and parties was hire a band.
“I was hired to go along and help set up
the equipment and, after a while, I got the
itch. My first job as a DJ was at Deadwoods
Pub in Fort Atkinson, Wisconsin. I had no
experience at that point, and I didn’t know
how to turn the thing on, let alone cue up
the next song. But they needed a DJ and
asked, ‘When can you start?’ I said, ‘Well,
anytime.’ So, they told me, ‘Go home and
get your music–you’re on!’”
“I came back with my album collection–
I had about fifty 45s. It took about an hour
before I had it figured out and was really
starting to have fun with it. The head DJ at
the pub approached me and asked how long
I had been doing this. ‘About an hour.’ ‘No,
really, how long?’ ‘About an hour!’
That’s when I knew I had a natural
talent for this, and I knew this was
what I was supposed to be doing.”
Rick’s next job involved developing theme
nights at a club once a month. “No one
else was doing that at the time. When I
started, the parking lot was about twothirds empty; but after about two months,
cars were parked clear out to the street.
People really responded to the
entertainment.”
Through Gemini Productions, Rick started
DJ’ing weddings and class reunions. Then,
in 1983, the Gemini partners broke apart
and quit the mobile DJ business. Rick was
attending the University of WisconsinWhitewater at the time, and he decided to
quit school to start Mobile Music.
“A wedding is such a personal event. That’s
why it’s important that the bride and groom
know that the DJ they speak with on the

phone is the DJ they’ll get for their
reception. At larger companies, you might
never meet your DJ until the day of the
wedding. What if you don’t like the DJ, or
he or she doesn’t have enough experience
to do a great job? The average wedding and
reception today is $21-24,000. If the DJ
isn’t entertaining, your guests are probably
going to leave early, and that’s just money
wasted. At Mobile Music, I focus on one
event at a time, and I work to give people
exactly what they want.”
Rick’s initial meeting with new clients can
last up to two hours, and he generally
meets at least twice with clients before an
event. “I want to make sure they are
comfortable with me and that we have a
good match. It’s important to establish a
level of trust so they know exactly what
they’re getting, and they can walk away if
they are not satisfied. The nice part is, with
25 years of experience behind me, I’m at a
point in my career where I can afford to
say no, too.”
Mobile Music provides a whole range of
entertainment. Rick performs game shows
that are always a hit with his audiences,
complete with a backdrop and props for
Family Feud, Jeopardy, or any of the popular
TV game shows. Some popular applications
for businesses are for training and
teambuilding exercises. “People retain
information better when they’re having fun.”

Rick enrolled at Upper Iowa University in
1995. “I had taken some more classes at
Madison Area Technical College (MATC),
and I met a fellow student who was
transferring to UIU’s Madison Center. I
checked into it and found that all of my
Whitewater and MATC credits would
transfer, so I was able to finish my fouryear degree in just one year.”
One of his most memorable experiences at
the Madison Center came during his last,
hardest class. On June 10, 1996, a fire
broke out in his apartment complex, and
Rick was the last one out of the building.
The local television station interviewed
him, and his professor saw the story on the
news. “When I went to class that week, the
professor leaned across the desk and
asked, ‘What are you doing here?’
I simply answered, ‘We’ve got class, don’t
we?’ He just shook his head and was
grinning in disbelief as he walked away.”
“June, of course, is wedding season, and
it’s a very busy time for me. I was doing my
best to get a 4.0 that term, and I never
missed a single class. Thankfully, I never
missed a single show, either, because all of
my equipment was in my vehicle, and my
file cabinet with my client information and
contracts was not destroyed.”
Rick found his business classes to be
especially applicable to maintaining and
growing his business. “Being successful
(continued)

As expected, Rick works a lot of weekend
events. During the week, he takes care of
business responsibilities like promotions,
equipment maintenance, scheduling
upcoming events and client consultations.
One of the benefits of being a
business owner is the ability to set
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in this business is more than just
being a good entertainer. When I first
started the business, I had no idea about
accounting, record keeping, compiling a
database or doing promotions. I had
always had the creative side, but
strengthening the business side helped me
to more effectively expand my creative side.
In my microeconomics class, we talked
about business structures and pricing
structures. Then it dawned on me, why am
I competing on price? I should be
competing on quality and service. I
doubled my price, and I was able to pay for
that semester with one show!”
The mobile DJ industry is becoming more
and more electronic. In an age where
electronic music files are easily–often
illegally–obtained through the internet, Hill
insists on a 100% legal music library and
doing business with integrity. “I do all I can

to elevate this industry and take it where it
ought to be. Pirating music is a serious
issue and carries serious consequences. I
read about a high school that cut some
corners for their event. Students
downloaded music from the internet and
made CDs for all the attendees. ASCAP
(American Society of Composers, Authors
and Publishers) got wind of this and sued
the school for $50 million. They will
probably settle for far less than that, but
when I talk to school groups, I tell them that
story and emphasize that this is why you
need to hire a DJ with a legal music library.
I can go through iTunes and choose from
over a million songs. Each one is just $.99
cents to download. I’m working off a
Macintosh G4 laptop with a software
program called Megaseg that allows me to
DJ. It’s nice for portability, and I can create
a searchable play list so I can quickly find a
song that someone requests. That feature

Architectural Video
Systems, Inc.
Westerville, Ohio
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It’s not surprising that someone with
exposure to so many different styles of
music has an eclectic taste. “I listen to
jazz, some classical. Blues just seems to
reach out and touch my soul.” He enjoys
most styles of music, so long as it isn’t
Meatloaf’s “Paradise by the Dashboard
Lights,” one of the most overly requested
songs in his collection. “The truth is, I
rarely listen to music when I’m at home. In
fact, the radio in my car is set to Wisconsin
Public Radio.”
If you are interested in hiring event
entertainment, information about Rick Hill and
Mobile Music is available online at
www.wisconsindj.com.

about working in a recording
studio.”

Gene Lent, ’71

You never know when you will meet
someone who will impact your life. When
Gene Lent was in high school in Marion,
Iowa, his mother introduced him to an
audio engineer who had built his own
stereo system. Gene had always loved
music, and the idea of listening to
music on a high quality audio system
was very appealing. As an Upper Iowa
University music major, he began building
his own audio systems from kits and selling
them to students, faculty and staff.

alone saves so much time that I can be
more of an entertainer at an event and not
spend as much time searching for songs.
My lighting is also all computerized and is
theatrical quality.”

Then came Vietnam. Through
friends, Gene learned that the
Army band was looking for
musicians, which would fulfill
his three-year military
obligation. He joined the 5th
Army Band in Chicago after
he completed basic training.
“Our unit had 120 musicians
and a support cadre of 25. It
was an incredible three years
of my life.”

“I was working toward a degree in music
education. I considered being a voice
teacher until Dr. Maxwell, the head of the
music department, told me, ‘you can’t sing.’
Since I didn’t have Wayne Newton’s voice, I
changed my major to music performance. I
played the string bass in the jazz band and
the tuba in the concert and marching bands.
My sophomore year, we made a trip up to
Minneapolis to make a recording of the UIU
dance band, and I got hooked on the
electronics of recording. I started thinking

“I thought I was fair–I had
played in dance bands and
rock groups; but in a group that size, there
were others who were better, so I went to
work in the unit’s recording studio
instead.” Working in the studio was an
electrical engineer from Illinois who
enjoyed teaching Gene about the
equipment. He also continued to make a
little money on the side by setting up music
systems for folks in the service.
“When I left the military, I wasn’t finding
the kind of job I wanted in Iowa. My wife

was from Cleveland, so we decided to move
in that direction.” In 1972, Gene began a
nine-year career at Audio Craft building
audio and stereo systems.
Gene began working in retail, but in 1983,
he took a job with a friend who was a
factory rep for security systems,
handicapped door operators and such. His
friend was soon planning to retire and
offered to sell Gene the business if he
enjoyed it. Gene bought the company in
1984 and became an independent factory
rep. He moved his company and his family
to the Columbus, Ohio, area in 1986.
In 1996, Gene decided to stop traveling and
start a local business in the audio/video
industry. Architectural Video Systems began
by specializing in home theaters and home
audio, but has since evolved into total
integration of technologies including
computer networks, lighting, security
systems and video systems. “We can install
LCD panels (like a laptop computer screen)
that will allow you to turn on a radio
anywhere in the house, play a movie, use a
camera to see who is at the front door,
access internet and email, turn on the air
conditioning–we do a lot of magic.”

The total home control concept is still
emerging in the United States and is still a
high-end luxury. Gene’s company recently
outfitted a 26,000 square-foot home with
$100,000 in lighting alone. “The system is so
advanced that it knows the time of day, the
seasons and whether it’s sunny or cloudy. It
works by astronomical clock, so the lights
come on according to the need for light, not
just the time of day. It has the ability to create
lighting themes in the house–like painting
pictures in your home with light.”
In his 32 years in the business, Gene has
seen a lot of changes in technology and
communication devices, including the
emergence of digital television. “It’s fun to
be on the cutting edge of technology, and I
get the fun of having some of these gadgets
in my home.”
As the name suggests, Architectural Video
Systems offers more than just electronics
installation. “We’re not your Best Buy or
Circuit City. We can custom design the
complete system and provide equipment,
lighting, theater seating, acoustics, picture
and we’ll even put in a wet bar. We do
complete remodeling.”

The largest project Gene’s company has
worked on was about $160,000. He
emphasizes, though, that you do not have to
spend $100,000 to get a great system. “We
do a lot of projects in the $5-8,000 range.
You can even get something nice for $1,000.”
The future of the industry appears to be
branching out into voice activation and the
home healthcare field. Gene anticipates
installing personal response systems
(remember “I’ve fallen, and I can’t get
up”?) and other technologies that will
allow seniors to live independently.
Gene has been an independent rep since
1983, and he remembers the tough times as
well as the good times. “My philosophy is ‘if
it’s to be, it’s up to me.’ Starting a business
takes good old-fashioned hard work
and conviction. Too many people don’t
enjoy what they do. Find your niche and
go for it. Do what you love.”
On that note, he says he has no plans to
retire. He’s having too much fun.
More information about products and services
available from Architectural Video Systems can
be found online at www.architecturalvideo.com.
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The 147th Spring
CLASS OF 2005

Saturday, May 7, 2005

Congratulations and best
wishes to our newest alumni!
Graduates from the Class of 2005:
Iowa Campuses:
Ankeny
Des Moines
Fayette
Waterloo

Wisconsin Campuses:
Elkhorn
21
Janesville/Beloit
32
Madison
101
Milwaukee
94
Prairie du Chien
16
Wausau
50
Military Centers:
Brooks City-Base, Texas
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas
Fort Polk, Louisiana
Fort Riley, Kansas
Jackson Barracks, Louisiana

As we close the ledger
on this leg of our
academic endeavor,
we realize it is time to
pay some dividends
and to provide a
worthwhile return on
investment. For us, one dividend is the new
opportunity to pursue a graduate degree.
Another dividend attained is the new, lifetime
relationship we have established with our Alma
Mater–we should take every opportunity to
foster this relationship! Another dividend is an
increase in our earning potential. More
importantly, you will all enjoy the benefits of our
new and ongoing enlightenment. Finally, the
greatest dividend that we now pay to all of our
partners at Upper Iowa University and to all of
our shareholders–family and friends–is our
deepest gratitude and our heartfelt thanks!
Tim McGuire ’05
Watertown, Wisconsin
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Distance Learning:
External Degree
65
Online Undergraduate
58
Online MBA
57
International:
Hong Kong
Malaysia
Singapore
Vancouver

65
42
35
10

Associate of Arts:
All locations

32

27
45
65
22

Throughout my
educational
experience, I have
been shown how a
great many
individuals wanted to
build a better world...
Learning what these
folks have sacrificed and the hard work they
have dedicated to their skill has encouraged me
to find out what my skill is and use it to improve
a world badly needing help.
There are many people whose commitment,
imagination and resolve have helped to shape
our world; and now, as graduates, it is our
responsibility to take forward what we have
learned and help carry our world to a better day.
Mary Bothun ’05
Janesville, Wisconsin

We didn’t get here alone. Somewhere there’s a
parent who pushed us out of the nest, either
gleefully or sobbing and screaming (and I
mean the parent). Those same parents
encouraged us to stand on our own two feet.
Some may have helped financially, emotionally
or spiritually. To those parents who washed a
month’s worth of laundry overnight or listened
to a panic-ridden student the night before
finals, I say thank you.
For those of us raising
our own families–
thank you to our
spouses who learned
how to fill the crock
pot and who filled in
doing the jobs we just couldn’t accomplish.
Thank you to our children who helped with
their younger siblings so Mom or Dad could do
their homework; it helped immensely. Thank
you for taking on even more responsibilities.

Commencement

Thank you to our employers who worked
around our class schedules so we could work
and attend school at the same time. Many,
many thanks to the wonderful faculty and staff
at Upper Iowa University for making us feel at
home and for helping us along this journey.
Lisa Goedken ’05
Lamont, Iowa
While I was [in Baghdad, Iraq], I learned a lot
about life and myself. I realized that there are
situations that are out of your control, and all
you can do is go through them and learn from
them. I also figured out that it takes a lot of
hard work to complete hard tasks.
The definition of determination has changed for
me over the last few years. I have learned that
without determination it is hard to get through
anything. Determination is the will inside you
that keeps you moving through all the hard
times, when you think that it can’t get any worse.

Life doesn’t
always go
according to
plan. When you
get a raw deal
in life, you have
a few choices.
You can quit.
You can run. Or you can suck it up and drive
on. Believe me, the last choice is the hardest;
but with determination and support from loved
ones, you can accomplish anything you want!
Joshua Fossum, ’05
Oelwein, Iowa
Congratulations to Lew
Churbuck ’67, associate
professor of biology. He was
awarded an honorary
doctorate during the
afternoon ceremony. Lew
has taught at Upper Iowa
University for 35 years.
Bridge
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HOMECOMING 2005
Expanding Our Horizons
September 16-17
Reunion Honor Classes: 1945, 1955, 1965, 1980, 2000
Calendar of Events:

Professional
Accomplishment:

Friday, September 16
8 a.m.-3:30 p.m.
Alumni Registration/Reception (Alumni Center)
9 a.m.-5 p.m.
Logo Store Open (Garbee Hall)
3:30 p.m.
Dedication of Andres Center for Business and
Education (Andres Center)
4-6 p.m.
Student Organization Fair/Carnival (Recreation Center)
6 p.m. & 7 p.m.
Hall of Fame Social Hour & Banquet (Garbee Hall)
9:15 p.m.
Bonfire/Pep Rally
(South parking lot, Recreation Center)

Michael Daniels, ’78
• Deputy Probation Officer,
Los Angeles County
(California)Probation
Department
• Cited by nine agencies as
“Officer of the Year” and recipient of
“Crime Buster of the Year” award
• Instrumental in numerous adult and
juvenile projects including Adult Boot
Camp, School Crime Suppression
Program, JAWS, Camp Kilpatrick Sports
Program and Project Teen Reach

Saturday, September 17
8:30 a.m.
Letter Winners Club Breakfast (Lobby, Dorman
Gymnasium)
9-10:30 a.m. &
Alumni Registration/Class Reunions (Alumni Center)
11:30 a.m.-1 p.m.
9 a.m.
Continental Breakfast (Alumni Center)
10:30 a.m.
Homecoming Parade (Downtown Fayette)
11:30 a.m.-1 p.m.
Tailgate Picnic (Soccer field)
1 p.m.
Football Game vs. SW Minnesota State
(Eischeid Stadium)
3 p.m.
Goal Post Party (Big Rock Country Club)
5:30 p.m. & 6:30 p.m. Alumni Social Hour & Banquet (Garbee Hall)
Questions about Homecoming Weekend can be directed to the Alumni
Center by phone at 1-800-553-4150, option 6 then option 2, or by email
at alumni@uiu.edu.

Alumni Awards
Visit our web site
(www.uiu.edu/alumni) to nominate a
UIU graduate for an alumni award in
one of the following categories:
• Service to the University
• Professional Accomplishment
• Community Service
• Distinguished Service to Country
• Young Alumni
18
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2005 Recipients:
Service to the University:

Schimmica Cahn, ’03
• Instrumental in
founding UIU alumni
chapter in Milwaukee,
Wisconsin
• Currently serving as
president of the
alumni chapter

Community
Service:

Pam Whitmore, ’65
• Active with numerous
organizations in her
hometown of Dysart, Iowa
• Received “Friends of Education Award”
from Oelwein (Iowa) Education
Association for working with mentors
• Several Volunteer-of-the-Month awards
from the American Red Cross
• Assisted with numerous fund-raisers as a
board member of Rainbow Land day
care center (Fayette, Iowa)
• Has never missed serving UIU students at
Midnight Breakfast during finals week
since 2001
Distinguished
Service
to Country

Maj. Stan Lee, ’46
• Served four years in
USAF, combat
intelligence and crew
of B-29

• Benefactor of Reflective Tribute
WWII memorial on the Fayette Campus
Also receiving posthumous awards
are those UIU students killed in
action in WWII:
Ensign James Robert Beneke
Dean Carlton Culbertson
Paul George DeLong
2nd Lt. Clyde E. Dobbs
Ensign Cecil “Bud” Foell
James Gleason
1st Lt. John R. Greene
Harvey Henry Jeffrie
Ensign Keith Linden Marah
2nd Lt. Cecil Charles McSweeney
Albert Ernest Pierce
PFC Wendell Francis Reick
SSG Robert Dale Roys
2nd Lt. John Edward Wagner
Quentine Leroy Wagner
Young Alumni:

This award, given by the Student
Alumni Chapter, recognizes a UIU
graduate who is 32 years of age or
younger who has distinguished him or
herself in one of the above areas.
Matthew Cowley, ’00
• Providing outstanding
service to the
University through
volunteering with
Alumni Center fundraising efforts, membership in Letterman’s Club, regularly attends
UIU athletic events to cheer on the Peacocks
• Elected to a seat on the Fayette City
Council, 2004
• Volunteer summer volleyball coach for
Fayette County junior and senior high
students

Athletic Hall of
Fame
To nominate a UIU
graduate for the Athletic
Hall of Fame, contact
the Athletic Office at
1-800-553-4150, option 7.
2005 Inductees
John Tierney, ’60
Athlete
• 2-year First Team AllConference
basketball player
• Earned master’s degree
at the University of Iowa, 1963
• Basketball coaching career includes Britt
H.S. (Britt, Iowa) 1961-62; Marmion
Military H.S. (Aurora, Ill.) 1962-64;
Rock Falls (Ill.) H.S. 1964-75; Hillcrest
H.S. (Country Club Hills, Ill.) 1965-99
Dick Wold, ’66
Athlete
• 4-year baseball letter
winner
• First Team All-IIAC
first baseman, 1965
and 1966
• Professional baseball tryouts with the
Minnesota Twins
• High school teacher, coach, athletic
director and principal at Maquoketa H.S.
(Maquoketa, Iowa)
Dick Ingvall, ’73
Coaching
• 4-year wrestling letter
winner
• 1972 IIAC Conference
champ at 134 pounds

• 1973 IIAC Conference champ at 142
pounds
• 4-time National Qualifier
• 30+-year coaching career at Union H.S.
(LaPorte City, Iowa) and Dysart-Geneseo
H.S.
• Inducted into IHSAA Wrestling Hall of
Fame, 2003
• Inducted into 2004 National Wrestling
Hall of Fame with “Lifetime Service to
Wrestling Award”
• His team won the dual team state
championship in 2004
• He coached a 2nd place individual at
Iowa 2A State Tournament, 2004
• Coached numerous individual state
champions over his long career
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ANDRES

CENTER

UPDATE

Save the Date!
Dedication and ribbon cutting for the

Andres Center
for Business and
Education
Friday, September
16, 2005
Homecoming
Weekend
3:30 p.m.
ifts in support of the Andres
Center have come from
foundations, alumni, faculty
and staff, administration as well as the
Fayette community. In March, First State
Bank Assistant Vice President and Bank
Manager Joel Rochleau presented UIU
President, Dr. Alan Walker, with a $5,000
check for the new building.

G

“Through this generous donation, First State
Bank has demonstrated its commitment to
the future of the community and its
willingness to play a leadership role,” said
Walker. “It takes a real team effort to see a
project through like the Andres Center. We
are grateful to have First State Bank and Joel
Rochleau on our team.”
Thank you to the many
builders and contractors
who have helped in the
construction:
Blackhawk Sprinklers
Control Systems Specialist
Larson Construction
M.S. & R. Architects
Midwest Glazing
Millhiser Smith Agency
Office Max
Prairie Construction
Rusty Berger Masonry
Schumacher Elevator
Scotts Electric
Van Meter Electric
VIPS Value Inspired Products and Services
Winona Controls
20
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UIU secures $30,000
CHOICES grant from the
NCAA

New majors being
developed for EU
Students enrolled in the Extended
University may soon earn undergraduate
degrees in three new areas.
The health services administration
major will prepare learners to understand
the American health system, health care
financing and the complexities of managing
a diverse patient population in a wide
variety of health care settings and facilitieshospitals, public and volunteer health
agencies, long-term care facilities and
medical care services.
The emergency and disaster
management major was developed to
support Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) initiatives to increase
preparedness and response capability for a
wide range of natural and man-made
disasters and civil emergencies. The major
is designed to enhance the capability of
managers and executives in first responder,
local and state planning and federal
agencies.
The interdisciplinary studies major
integrates content from multiple disciplines
to examine themes, issues, problems or
experiences. The major is designed to
allow learners a significant role in
designing their own academic program to
achieve their particular educational
objectives.
For enrollment information, visit our
web site: www.uiu.edu, or send an
email to moreinfo@uiu.edu.

Photo courtesy of The Fayette Leader
Pictured L-R: (Row 1) Dawn AbernathyFassbinder, Mike Powicki, Cybrill
Livingood-Smith (Row 2) Laurie
Kirkpatrick, Kevin Bemiss, Debbie
Sabelka

UIU was one of only 15 schools nationwide
selected to receive the National Collegiate
Athletic Association (NCAA) 2005 CHOICES
grant for alcohol education. The $30,000
grant will be distributed over a three-year
period and used for alcohol education and
programming.

The CHOICES Alcohol Education program,
supported by the NCAA Foundation and
Anheuser-Busch Companies, Inc., is
designed to fund programs that work
toward the elimination of high-risk
consumption of alcohol on college
campuses by promoting low-risk choices.
Preparing the grant proposal was a
collaborative effort between West Union’s
Bemiss Distributing, North Fayette High
School and UIU Offices of Student Services,
Athletics and Advancement.
The University plans to implement several
new programming ideas next fall, including
peer educator groups that will train student
athletes to promote academic accountability,
social responsibility and personal wellness,
and a weekend shuttle that will commute to
neighboring communities offering students a
wider variety of activities and ensuring a safe
ride home.
UIU President Alan Walker added, “While
many programs and strategies focus on
substance abuse detection, this grant will
allow us to focus on prevention and
education, which I believe is a positive
approach.”

“Team Peacock” to ride
485 miles for
scholarships
Dr. Alan Walker will join “Team Peacock”
for this summer’s 33rd RAGBRAI®, the
Des Moines Register’s Annual Great Bike
Ride Across Iowa. The 485-mile ride
begins on July 24 in Le Mars and ends
July 30 in Guttenberg, with the traditional
dip of the bicycle tire in the Mississippi
River. Walker’s goal is to raise over
$15,000 for student scholarships by
taking pledges per mile for his ride. As of June 15 the goal was met and exceeded! Thank you!.
Riding for “Team Peacock” are:
Kristie Austin ’91
Austin Carpenter
Cindy Carpenter ’93, ’02, Director of
Planned Giving and Alumni Relations

Don Carpenter
Daryl Grove, Director of Student Activities
Lynn Isvik, Associate Professor of Business
Dr. Alan Walker, President

Gifts for student scholarships can be made online from our secure server,
www.uiu.edu/teampeacock, or use the enclosed envelope. You may designate your
gift to the scholarship fund of your choice. Questions can be directed to Sue Felder
at felders@uiu.edu or 800-553-4150, extension 6, option 2.
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Extended University
announces first class of
scholarship recipients
Scholarships were awarded to one student
at each UIU center or program based on
grade point average, hours completed at
UIU and original essay. Recipients received
a tuition voucher for one course and a
$100 voucher for books.
The Extended University (EU) Scholarship
Fund was started with private gifts from
Extended University
faculty, staff,
administrators and
alumni. With ongoing
support from EU alumni,
this program can
continue to grow so that
many more EU students
can benefit from
increasingly generous
scholarships.
Ankeny–Rebecca
Hughes, Human
Resource Management
Des Moines–Lynda
Brown, Elementary
Education
Elkhorn–Tina Winger,
Criminal Justice
External Degree–
N. Merve Goknil,
Business
Fort Leavenworth–
Chad Golden,
Psychology
Fort Riley–Misty
Arnold-Crumpler,
Criminal Justice
Jackson Barracks–
Laurie Guinot,
Psychology

22

Bridge

Summer 2005

Madison–Stacy
Weiman, Business
Administration
Milwaukee–Jill Howe,
Business Administration
Online Program–
Brian Scott Sims,
Human Resource
Management
Waterloo–Diana
Ocheltree, Elementary
Education
Wausau–Andrea Teal,
Marketing/Human
Resources
*The Brooks, Fort Polk,
Janesville and Prairie du
Chien centers did not
have applicants this year.
To date, 34 EU alumni
have already pledged
their support for next
year’s recipients! Thank
you! Please consider
designating your gift
to support the
scholarship fund of
your choice! Contact
Sue Felder at the
Alumni Center at
1-800-553-4150,
option 6, or simply use the enclosed
envelope and reply card.
Book scholarship
honors late alumnus
Upper Iowa University will continue a
scholarship originated by the late Dr.
Austin J. Goldsmith, ’99. The
scholarship is intended to help buy books

for a UIU biology, chemistry or mathematics
major with a GPA of 3.0 or higher.
Goldsmith graduated summa cum laude in
1999 with a double major in biology and
chemistry, premedicine emphasis. While at
UIU, he interned at both Iowa State
University and the University of Iowa. He
earned his M.D. from the University of
Iowa College of Medicine in 2003. He
sustained head trauma from a November,
2004, fall and passed away December 6,
2004, at the age of 27.
Goldsmith initiated the book scholarship
the year before he died because of a
particular experience at UIU. During the
spring of 1999, Goldsmith’s senior year, the
town of Fayette experienced a damaging
flood. Goldsmith’s apartment was flooded,
which ruined part of his collection of
textbooks–he had saved these books for
reference materials in medical school.
Scott Figdore, associate professor of
science, recalls, “Several UIU faculty
members donated some of their own
textbooks to Austin, and he was
tremendously appreciative of the gesture.”
After his death, the Honors and Awards
committee added to memorial gifts sent by
the family to fund the scholarship a second
year. Goldsmith’s parents, Jeffrey Goldsmith
and Sheryl Schnittjer, presented the second
scholarship to Stephanie Horstman
(Lewisburg, Ohio), a sophomore with a
double major in biology and chemistry.
Faculty in the Division of Science and
Mathematics, as well as family and friends
of Austin Goldsmith, plan to continue
funding the scholarship so that it will
become an endowed
scholarship by 2006 and
given annually in
perpetuity.
Figdore added, “Austin is
a perfect example of a
graduate from Upper
Iowa University who
achieved success through
hard work, sustained
ambition and unwavering

motivation. It is my hope that he will
continue to be an inspiration to future
Upper Iowa students through the awarding
of his memorial book scholarship.”
The complete list of scholarships and
recipients can be found on our web site:
www.uiu.edu/honors/honorsandawards
2005recipients.html.
Gifts toward this or any scholarship
fund can be made payable to Upper
Iowa University, University
Advancement, P.O. Box 1857, Fayette,
IA 52142.
Student selected for
medical internship
Sophomore Anthony
Crain (Osceola, Iowa)
was selected for a
month-long summer
internship at Franklin
Hospital in Long
Island, New York.
Crain, a biology and
chemistry double major, shadowed
surgeons at the hospital and even had the
opportunity to observe surgeries in
progress. Crain’s selection was based on
letters of faculty recommendation, GPA and
ACT score, as well as a letter of interest. He
has already lined up two additional
internships for next year with a general
surgeon in Oelwein, Iowa, and a plastic
surgeon in Des Moines. Anthony Crain is
the 2005 recipient of the Faculty
Appreciation Scholarship, awarded to an
outstanding sophomore majoring in
biology and chemistry.
Horticulture student
wins competitive
scholarship
Junior Troy
McQuillen
(Cascade, Iowa) was
one of eight students
awarded the 2005
Kevin Reiter
Memorial
Scholarship in
February at the Iowa Golf Course
Superintendents Association (IGCSA)

Conference held in Des Moines, Iowa. The
other seven recipients were Iowa State
University students.
“This was a great experience for me,”
stated McQuillen. “I really enjoyed walking
across the stage with everyone knowing
that I was getting my horticulture education
at Upper Iowa University.” McQuillen is the
first UIU student to receive an IGCSA
scholarship.
The applied plant science major at UIU was
started about eight years ago, in
conjunction with Kirkwood and Hawkeye
community colleges. Students earn an A.A.
degree in turfgrass, horticulture or
floriculture at the community college level,
then transfer to UIU to complete an
additional two years of general education
classes and upper-level plant science
coursework to earn a B.S. degree in
applied plant science.
Madison Center student
wins psychology
scholarship
Caryl Rorge
(Waterloo, Wis.), a
2005 psychology
graduate from UIU’s
Madison Center was
selected to compete
for a Jack Kent Cooke scholarship to
pursue graduate studies. The Jack Kent
Cooke Foundation was “established to help
young people of exceptional promise reach
their full potential through education.” The
Foundation “identifies and supports young
people of special intelligence, application,
deportment and character who have
financial need and demonstrated
excellence in academic endeavors and
extracurricular activities. The Foundation’s
scholarships are the largest and among the
most competitive in the country.”
www.jackkentcookefoundation.org
Madison Center to offer
on-site MBA
Classes began in late June for the on-site
Master of Business Administration program
at UIU’s Madison Center. Students enrolled
in the program can specialize in

organizational development and quality
management. Courses are taught by Ph.D.
faculty from the Madison Center as well as
faculty from the University of WisconsinMadison’s School of Business. Enrollment
information and course schedule are
available on our web site:
www.uiu.edu/madison.
Two accounting students
honored in Des Moines
Two UIU seniors, Derek Smith (Randalia,
Iowa) from the Fayette Campus and Kim
Snyder (Colfax, Iowa) from the Des
Moines Center, were awarded scholarships
from the Iowa Chapter of Financial
Executives International (FEI) in April.
Students are nominated by faculty and must
meet the criteria of accounting and finance
major, have an outstanding academic
record and pose an excellent potential for
success in the field after graduation.
Dr. Suzanne James, senior vice president
for the Extended University, observed, “As
only 10 students were honored statewide,
this is a significant achievement for these
UIU students. FEI is the premiere
professional society in financial
management, and these students
demonstrate that UIU’s business programs
produce outstanding students.”
Des Moines/Ankeny
Centers name
outstanding seniors

Pictured L-R: Claudette Nelson, education;
Robert Downs, public administration; Jennifer
Henderson, human services

The Des Moines area centers recognized
Claudette Nelson (Ankeny, Iowa),
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Robert Downs (Des Moines, Iowa) and Psychology student is
Jennifer Henderson (Des Moines,
outstanding presenter
Iowa) as outstanding seniors. Senior
Junior LaCena
students were nominated by faculty based
Jones (Gardena,
on effort, attitude, exemplary projects/papers
Calif.) was selected
and performance. The three recipients had a
to receive the
GPA of 3.8 or higher, at least 30 hours
Outstanding
completed with UIU and demonstrated
Presenter Award at
leadership in their area of study.
the 2005 annual
conference of the
Students, faculty and
Midwest Institute for Students and Teachers
staff raise $4,000 for
of Psychology in Glen Ellyn, Illinois. Jones
March of Dimes
attended the March, 2005, conference with
14 other UIU students who
submitted papers for
presentation. Jones’ winning
paper was titled “Challenging
Self-Esteem Theories: How well
do self-concept and exercise
correlate with one another?”
This is the second year in a
row that an Upper Iowa
University student has earned
this distinction.
In addition to serving the
Fayette Campus as student body
president last year, LaCena
Walker’s Walkers, the team from UIU, was the second
Jones was the 2005 recipient of
highest team in dollars raised for healthier babies.
the Susan Angeline Collins
Scholarship, the Dr. Louise P.
Herring Scholarship, the Outstanding
Student in Sociology Award and the Pande
UIU staff and students joined 150 walkers
Scholarship.
in Decorah, Iowa, for the annual March of
Dimes WalkAmerica event on April 23. UIU SAB presents Fear
students and staff raised over $4,000 for
Factor at regional NACA
March of Dimes. The combined total raised conference, wins awards
for the event was $37,000, an increase of
Six members of UIU’s Student Activity Board
$10,000 over last year’s event. UIU Logo
(SAB) were recognized in April at the
Store manager Brett DeVore ’05 serves
regional meeting of the National
as chair for the Northeast Iowa
Association of Campus Activities (NACA),
WalkAmerica.
Proceeds from the event will support a new
program coming to Winneshiek County,
Iowa, called The Stork’s Nest, a resource
center for expectant mothers.
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held in Rochester, Minnesota. Students
Mistie Holaday (Atlantic, Iowa), Pedro
Martinez (Hollywood, Fla.), Crystal
Johnson (Fayette, Iowa), Landis
Rodriquez (Miami, Fla.), Lauranda Hook
(Quartzsite, Ariz.) and Trecia McGibbon
(Decorah, Iowa) presented their winning
activity, “Fear Factor UIU Style.” They were
the only student group invited to give a
presentation at this year’s event.
Lauranda Hook received an individual first
place award for the SAB T-shirt she entered
in the multicolor clothing item division.
SAB is a student organization on the Fayette
Campus that works directly with Student
Services to plan and schedule student
activities and on-campus entertainment.
Phi Beta Lambda
demonstrates leadership
at state conference
In March, students in the business
organization Phi Beta Lambda attended the
Spring State Leadership Conference in
Clinton, Iowa. The organization brought
home several chapter and individual
awards including:
1st place - Local Chapter Annual
Business Report, written by chapter
president Angi Miller (Edgewood, Iowa)
1st place - Community Service Project,
Fayette Food Shelf project, written by Abby
Keppler (Decorah, Iowa)
2nd place - Largest increase in chapter
membership
3rd place - Tricia Pugh (Fayette, Iowa),
Computer Applications
5th place - Abby Keppler, Future
Business Executive

Pictured L-R: (Kneeling)
Pedro Martinez; (Row 1)
Trecia McGibbon,
Crystal Johnson,
Lauranda Hook, Mistie
Holaday, Landis
Rodriquez; (Row 2)
Daryl Grove, director of
student activities

Peacock Athletics

to contribute to the Northern Sun athletically
and academically.”
The Northern Sun currently consists of
Bemidji State University; Concordia
University, St. Paul; the University of
Minnesota, Crookston; Minnesota State
University, Moorhead; Northern State
University; Southwest Minnesota State
University; Wayne State College (Neb.); and
Winona State University.

UIU accepts invitation to
the Northern Sun
Intercollegiate
Conference
The long-anticipated phone call arrived at
Upper Iowa University in April–a formal
invitation from the Northern Sun
Intercollegiate Conference (NSIC) to join its
ranks. Our full conference membership will
become effective at the beginning of the
2006 Fall Semester. The University of Mary
(Bismarck, N.D.) was also extended an
invitation.
Since September 2003, Upper Iowa has been
an NCAA Division II Independent. UIU’s twoyear provisional D-II membership concluded
at the end of this past academic year.
“Once again, as the only master’s degree
granting, NCAA Division II school in Iowa,
Upper Iowa University finds itself in a class
by itself. Being in a position of leadership is
something to which we have become
accustomed. Frankly, we like the view from
up here,” said Upper Iowa University
President Dr. Alan Walker.
“Over the last several years we have become
very close to the schools in the Northern Sun
Conference,” said Athletic Director Gil Cloud.
“It’s a strong conference made up of
institutions with impeccable reputations, a
commitment to excellence and a shared set
of values. It’s a good fit for Upper Iowa
University, and we believe we have something

Softball and Baseball
For the third year in a
row, Angie Weber
(Hastings, Minn.)
broke the Peacock
softball single-season
strikeout record. The
junior recorded 304
strikeouts this season, smashing her
previous record by 80 and giving her 750
Ks in her career.
Weber originally set the mark with 222
strikeouts as a freshman. She followed that
with 224 strikeouts during her sophomore
season.

outfielder in baseball.
The senior
fitness/wellness major
batted .270 in 30
games for the
Peacocks this season.
Kilburg was a Second
Team outfielder in
softball. The sophomore accounting major
batted a team-high .357 with 12 doubles in
43 games for the Peacocks this season.
To be eligible for selection to the Academic
All-District Team, a student-athlete must have
reached sophomore academic and athletic
standing, be a starter or key reserve and
possess at least a 3.20 cumulative grade
point average (on a 4.0 scale).
Wrestling
The Peacocks finished with a 9-2-1 record in
dual meets while facing their first NCAA
Division II schedule. Three wins came over
top-20 D-II foes–a 23-9 win over #14
Central Missouri State, a 33-15 win over #19
Indianapolis and a 29-18 win over #20
Truman State. UIU also tied #15 Fort Hays
State 18-18.

Her 39 appearances and 231 innings
pitched in 2005 also set single-season
school records.

John Gamble
(Maywood, Ill.) was
named the team’s
Outstanding Wrestler
for the second year in
a row. The junior
finished 23-6 this year, wrestling at 133 and
141 pounds. Seventeen of his 23 wins came
via major decision, technical fall or fall.

Weston
Burkholder
(Lanark, Ill.) and
sophomore Jena
Kilburg (Bellevue,
Iowa) were named to
2005 ESPN The Magazine Academic AllDistrict VII College Division Teams as
selected by the College Sports Information
Directors of America (CoSIDA).

Kyle Burkle
(Coggon, Iowa) was
honored with three
awards–Most Wins,
Most Falls and
Outstanding
Freshman. Burkle was
28-10 at 141 and 149 pounds, winning 19
matches by major decision, technical fall or
fall. He had 10 wins by fall.

Burkholder was named a Second Team

Sharing the Most Falls award with Burkle

Besides strikeouts, Weber also holds the top
three spots in UIU’s record book for wins in
a season. She won a school-record 15 games
in 2004 after winning 14 as a freshman.
Weber won 13 games this season.
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was freshman Dan
Goodson (Rochester,
Minn.). Ten of his 14
wins were by fall.
Goodson was 14-15
on the year.
Brady Hakeman
(LaPorte City, Iowa)
shared the
Outstanding
Freshman award with
Burkle. Hakeman
was 21-9 at 174
pounds for the Peacocks. His season
highlight was a 4-1 win over a Southwest
Minnesota State opponent who finished the
year as an NCAA All-American.
Junior Nathan
Naumann (Gulfport,
Fla.) was named Most
Improved. Naumann
finished 12-5 at 133
pounds.
Brandon Heying
(Sumner, Iowa) won
the Most Dedicated
award after finishing
his junior season with
a 16-10 record at 157
pounds. His season highlight was a 6-5 win
over a number one ranked wrestler who
finished the year as an All-American.
Junior Phil
Bruschuk (Villa
Park, Ill.) was named
the Most Inspirational
Wrestler. Bruschuk
was 18-6 at 184
pounds for the Peacocks.
For the second
consecutive season,
Mark Anson
(Milaca, Minn.)
earned the team’s
Highest Grade Point
Average award. The junior compiled a 3-9
26
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record, primarily wrestling at 149 pounds.
Anson is an education major at Upper Iowa.
The lone senior on the
roster, Steve Farrell
(Cedar Falls, Iowa), was
presented with a senior
jacket. Farrell will
graduate with his degree
in education and will serve as a volunteer
assistant next year. He had a 7-10 record this
season. The highlight of Farrell’s year came at
the Peacocks’ final home dual against
Southwest Minnesota State. Farrell garnered a
5-2 win at heavyweight over an opponent who
defeated him earlier in the year.
Basketball
The Upper Iowa
women’s basketball
team recently handed
out its 2004-05 team
awards. Freshman
Christa Hammel
(Waukon, Iowa) was voted Most Valuable
Player by her teammates. The 6-1 forward
averaged 9.7 points and 7.5 rebounds per
contest. She also set a single-season school
record with 53 blocks. Hammel is the first
freshman in program history to earn team
MVP honors.
Freshman Sara Best
(Brayton, Iowa) was
voted the Best Defensive
Player by her
teammates. The 5-6
guard helped spearhead
the Peacocks’ defensive effort. She finished
the year with 24 steals.
Mandi Drees
(Carroll, Iowa) was
voted Outstanding
Freshman by her
teammates. The 5-9
guard averaged a teambest 10.1 points per game. Drees scored in
double figures in 13 games, grabbed at least
four rebounds 10 times and handed out at
least three assists six times. Drees led the
team in scoring (274 points) and steals

(39), and was the
club’s Iron Woman
after playing a teamhigh 780 minutes.
Freshman Brittni
Nelson (Norwood
Young America,
Minn.) won the Long Distance award,
making 40 three-pointers.
Senior John Banks
(Rock Island, Ill.) was
named to the NCAA
Division II AllIndependent Basketball
First Team.
Banks averaged a team-best 17.1 points and
1.7 blocked shots per game with the Peacocks
this season. The 6-6 forward also grabbed 7.4
rebounds per contest. Banks was named to
the All-National Division II Independent
Tournament Team after averaging 25.0 points
and 13.0 rebounds in the three-day
tournament at the end of the year.
Banks recently signed with the Waterloo
Kings of the Independent Basketball League
(IBL). He made his pro debut on April 8 in
the inaugural season of the IBL.
Football
Strong safety Josh
Thomas (Eagle Lake,
Fla.) was named a
2005 All-American
Strength and
Conditioning Athlete by the National Strength
and Conditioning Association (NSCA).
The 6-2, 200-pound junior finished with 59
tackles, including four for losses, one sack,
one interception and one fumble recovery
for the Peacocks this season. In his threeyear career at UIU, Thomas has registered
228 tackles and six interceptions.
In the weight room, Thomas has personal
bests of a 375-pound bench press, a 500pound squat and a 295-pound power clean.
He has also recorded a 32-inch vertical jump
and has run a 4.62 40-yard dash.

Class Notes

The photo to the right was
submitted by Curt Harris,
a relative of several UIU
graduates. Except for the
small child and the
woman on the far right,
everyone in this family
photo is a graduate or
past employee of Upper
Iowa University. Bill and
Ruth live in California and
Minnesota, respectively.
Pictured L-R: William (Bill) Hall, Jr. (’44), Ruth (Hall) Bassett (’32), Harold Hall
(’27), William Hall, Sr. (longtime UIU custodial staff employee), Ruby (Hall)
Harris (’40), Mae Hall (wife of William Sr.) and Richard Hall (’37).

Dorothy (Anderson) Hardy (’70)
Hardin, MT, is pictured with her
Bridge at the Little Bighorn
Battlefield National Monument. The
monument is just minutes away
from the KOA Campgrounds–the
business Dorothy and her family
have owned and operated for over
30 years.

“Take us with you!”
Where in the world will we find
The Bridge next? Take The Bridge
with you on your travels and send
us a photo of you with your Bridge
by a distinguishing sign or
landmark. Your photos will appear
in upcoming editions in the Class
Notes section.
Send original photos to:
The Bridge
Upper Iowa University
Alumni Center
P.O. Box 1857
Fayette, IA 52142

Myra Pease (’31)
Sumner, IA,
enjoyed a visit
from UIU
student Krystal

Sherman
(Benecia, Calif.),
the 2005
recipient of the

Edward L. Paine
(’32) & Gertrude
Pease Paine (’35) Scholarship. The
award is named for Myra’s sister
and brother-in-law and is awarded
to a student in math or science.

Ruth (Underwood) Herring (’42)
Broomfield, CO, attended a gala
sponsored by the Japanese
American National Museum. The
event was held at the Century
Plaza Hotel in Los Angeles, CA.

To ensure that your Class Note photos
reproduce at highest quality, please
follow these guidelines:
■ Original photos – that clearly show
faces (and a distinguishing landmark
for “Take Us With You” photos) work
best. We will scan your original

Help us locate these “lost” alumni!

1945: Muriel A. (Andrews) Daniels
Marie Jacobsen (’43) West Union,
IA, is very involved in Operation
Christmas Child. This is an
organization that sends a shoe box
of gifts to underprivileged children
living in poverty in the U.S., Canada
and other countries.

James Taylor (’48) Parker, CO, was
very proud of his time as a
Peacock. It paved the way for him
to finish school and become a
geologist.

Or email high resolution (300+ dpi)
JPEG or TIFF images to:
alumni@uiu.edu.

Tips for great Class
Notes photos:

The gala was held in honor of 29
educators who taught at
internment camps during WWII.
This year marked the 63rd
anniversary of the presidential
order that made the way for 10
stateside camps, just shortly after
the bombing of Pearl Harbor. Ruth
taught at Heart Mountain
Internment Center near Cody,
Wyoming, from 1944-1945. She was
escorted by her grandson, Shawn.

photo–producing a high resolution
digital image–and return it to you
after The Bridge goes to print.
■ Digital images – can be emailed to
alumni@uiu.edu, but MUST be high
resolution—at least 300+ dpi,
attachment size above 300KB. Use
your digital camera’s “publication”
(or highest resolution) setting when
you take the photo.

■ Printed copies of digital photos –
generally do not reproduce well
unless the image was initially taken
at high resolution and printed on
high quality photo paper; otherwise,
the scanned image turns out grainy.
Your better bet is to email the high
resolution digital image or mail an
original photo.
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Class Notes

Help us locate these “lost” alumni!

Help us locate these “lost” alumni!

1950: Stuart M. Foster, Waland
Herzberg 1955: Evelyn J. (Jones)
Mabee

1960: Richard A. King, Barbara L.
Wittlich, Katharine (Laughery)
Gruening, Sheila Hansen, Robert
Johns, Mardell (Keefer)
Richardson, Joseph C. Basso
1965: Angela Vellucci, Iva
(Bayness) Burrill, Jerome
Mykietyn, George Wolf, Mary K.
(Gallagher) Strain, Nancy Jackson,
Barbara Wagner, Martha A. Liddy

Bertha (Cordes)
Schuchmann (’50)

Photo courtesy of the Fresno Bee

Derryl Dumermuth (’46) Tulare,
CA, has authored two books
about his beloved town of Tulare,
California–A Town Called Tulare
and Tulare Legends and Trivia
from A to Z. Once the first book
was complete, Derryl felt there
were just too many stories that
didn’t have a place in the first
book, so he created a second in
order for those missing stories to
take their rightful place in the
telling of the history of Tulare.
Both books were cowritten by his
wife, Wanda, a former vocal
music teacher. Before settling in
Tulare, Derryl served in the
Marine Corps and in World War II.
He returned from the war and
came to UIU to finish his degree.
He went on to earn a master’s
degree from Northern Arizona
University. He retired from his
position as chairman of the
mathematics department at
Tulare Union High School in 1990.

Robert “Bob” Murphy (’49)
Williamsburg, IA, was honored by
Williamsburg High School when it
was announced in November, 2004,
that the school’s newly renovated
football stadium would be named
for him. Murphy has been a
resident of Williamsburg since 1949
and served the school district as a
principal, coach and school board
member until his retirement in
1985. Bob and his wife, Marilyn, are
enjoying retirement with their two
granddaughters and four stepgrandsons.
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Arlington, IA, has
written the
nonfictional book
The Farm Was Sold
Today. It chronicles
Bertha’s life
growing up beginning with the
closing of First State Bank at
Arlington in 1928, her family’s
involvement to save the family farm
during the Great Depression, WWII,
Bertha’s years as a UIU student and
much more. She is also author of
the book Remember Me.

Lloyd Dill (’52) Carefree, AZ, is a
football recruiting consultant for
the Forbes College Combine,
which provides data to over 300
college staffs. He covers over 700
high schools in Ohio, Michigan,
Texas and Arizona. He is married
to Charlene, who owns Carefree
Wealth Management.

Donald Brattebo (’53) Urbandale, IA,
and his wife, Patsy (Shaffer)
celebrated their 50th wedding
anniversary.
brattebo@worldnet.att.net
Charles B. Clark
(’54) and Dixie Lee
(Wilkes) Cook (’59)
Roseville, CA,
took their Bridge
all the way to
France. They are
pictured in front of the American
Cemetery near the beaches of
Normandy, where the Allied Forces
launched the invasion in WWII.

Alan (’56) and Janann (Mork)
Seabrooke (’55) Elgin, IA, and Wayne
(’58) and Nona (Mork) Sawyer (’73)
Waukon, IA, took their annual winter
trip together in February. This year
the group traveled to sunny South
Padre Island, Texas. These families
have a long history with UIU. Nona
and Jan’s mother, Georgia (Meyer)
Mork, graduated from Upper Iowa
in the 1930’s.

Elmer Alderdyce (’60) Waukon, IA,
successfully located his daughter,
Sheri Kay, after searching for her
for three decades. Having been
adopted himself at a young age,
the reunion with his daughter and
granddaughter was even more
meaningful.
Marlys (Hayes) Brownlee (’61)
Independence, IA, won a National
American Bridge Contract League
tournament in Sea Island, Georgia.
The contest lasted three days and
covered seven sessions.

Patricia Jo Murphy (’62) North
Brunswick, NJ, enjoys traveling
around the globe in her retirement!
She has been to Italy, Greece,
Turkey and Egypt. She has taken
cruises to Prague, Budapest,
Canada, the Caribbean, through
the Mediterranean and to Thailand
on the Queen Mary.
Virginia Kraft (’64) Nashua, IA, is a
part-time teacher’s aide for first
and second grades at NashuaPlainfield Elementary. She also
works at the Little Brown Church
Museum during the summer.

Roger Jacobs (’65) Mount Vernon,
IL, plans to retire this year from his
position as an ink chemist. He
hopes to do some teaching in Mt.
Vernon next year. He is looking
forward to his 40th UIU class
reunion in September!
Pam Whitmore (’65), Buckingham,
IA, has retired from the education
faculty at Upper Iowa University
after four years. She taught
kindergarten for 35 years, 30 of
those with the United States
Department of Defense Overseas
School System. Her career took
her from Wisconsin to Puerto Rico,
South Korea, Iceland, Cuba and

Okinawa before she became a
“teacher of teachers” at UIU. A
“regular” at Midnight Breakfast
during finals weeks, Pam’s natural
smile and kind words will surely be
missed! She is looking forward to
seeing all of her classmates at the
40th reunion on September 17,
Homecoming Weekend.
whitkoch@netins.net

Peter Adam (’66) Clear Lake, MN, is
completing his 39th year in
education. He is one of three
administrators who maintains the
educational program at Tech High
School in St. Cloud, Minnesota. He
cannot think of retirement since “I
still have the joy of coming to work
everyday to help those students in
need find some degree of
success.” He credits UIU with his
success, saying it is the reason he
is where he is today.
Terry Reeves (’66) Benson, AZ, is
the coordinator of special
education for the department of
corrections in Tucson.

George Nolte (’67) Nicholasville, KY,
has retired after 35 years with LinkBelt Construction Equipment. He
was the manager of warranty
administration. George now enjoys
spending more time with his wife,
Margaret, and their granddaughter,
Allison.

Ramona (Tennell) Hoth (’69)
Fredericksburg, IA, is a greatgrandma to Avery Jane Nielsen,
born January 17, 2004. She is also
the proud grandma to six
grandchildren, three of whom
attended UIU.

Florine (Lau) Wessel (’69) West
Union, IA, is enjoying her
retirement after 21 years as an
elementary teacher with Central
Community School in Elkader.
Early in her career she taught in an
area country school.

Help us locate these “lost” alumni!

1970: Ruth M. (Stanton) Setka,
William G. Kapler, Gail E. Freeman,
James C. Smith 1975: Joe Mack,
Barbara A. Timmerman, Gregory P.
Barry, Mary L. Eckert
Charles Epstein (’70), Lincoln Park,
NJ, a longtime teacher, recently

Robert (’67) and Linda (Rose) Sanger (’67) Britt, IA, Jim Timmerman (’68) Britt,
IA, Mary (Pleggenkuhle) Clark (’76) Garner, IA, and Betty (Anderson) Kobes (’79)
Belmond, IA, are another team of Peacock educators. This team works for the
West Hancock County School District. Similar clusters of Peacocks have
popped up all over the country working for various companies, schools and
local government. Jim Timmerman (’68) recently received the Administrator
Award from the Iowa High School Athletic Association at a ceremony during the
Boys State Basketball Tournament in Des Moines. Jim’s award was in
recognition of his 37 years of teaching, coaching and service as athletic and
activities director for the West Hancock Schools where he continues to serve.

took the Praxis test (required for
teacher certification) and scored in
the top 2% nationwide. He
attributes his success to the strong
foundation he received as a history
major at UIU. Charles is a special
education teacher during the day
at the DHS Regional SchoolWanque Campus, and he is a
history/social studies tutor after
school.

John “Jack” Schroeder (’70)
Hampton, IA, is enjoying his first
year of retirement after 34 years as
a middle school teacher and 54
seasons as a coach. He continues
to add to his 26 years as a referee
of high school football and
basketball games. He refereed this
year’s 4A state football
championship game, the 3A girls
basketball championship game and
the semi finals of the 2A boys state
basketball tournament. He and his
wife, Denise, have two children,
one grandson and a brand new
granddaughter born in May.

Gladys (Martin) Richardson (’70)
Aurora, IA, became a greatgrandma to Nathan Koppenhaver,
born March 8, 2004.

Arlene (Johnson) Reimer (’71)
Elkader, IA, works part-time as a
substitute teacher. In her spare
time, she is involved with her
community and the Federation of
Women’s Clubs.

Ed Horvat (’72) Hopwood, PA,
became board certified in
November, 2004, as a chaplain with
the National Association of
Catholic Chaplains. Ed is also
coordinator of the Pastoral and
Spiritual Care Department at
Monongalia General Hospital in
Morgantown, West Virginia.

John (’73) and Elizabeth (Streicker)
Alverson (’72) Mason City, IA,
celebrated their 30th wedding
anniversary with a cruise in the

eastern
Caribbean.
They are
pictured on
Magans
Beach in St.
Thomas.

Richard
Ingvall (’73) Vinton, IA, recently
retired as wrestling coach at Union
High School in La Porte City, IA. He
was voted into the Iowa High
School Athletics Hall of Fame for
the years he spent as a wrestling
coach. This past October he was
entered into the National Hall of
Fame. He went out on a high note
as his wrestling team won the 2A
state championship.

James “Sodie” Alderson (’74)
Mount Pleasant, IA, was inducted
into the Girls Basketball Officials
Hall of Fame after officiating for 18
years. The Iowa High School Girls
Coaches Association presented
him with the award. He has
officiated a combined 13 state
tournaments for both girls and
boys. James and his wife, Bev,
have five children.
Chief Warrant
Officer John

M. Johnston
(’74) and his
wife, Cheryl
(Jackson)
(’72) Fort Dix,
NJ, are
pictured with
their Bridge
in front of the
Fort Dix Army Base. CW4 Johnston
will be retiring from the United
States military in September after
33 years of service.

Keith (’74) and Debby (Gent) Scholle
(’74) Elgin, IL, celebrated their 30th
wedding anniversary in St. Lucia
last December and the birth of
their first grandchild, Jack Robert,
Bridge
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on May 14,
2005. Debby
traveled to
Prague in July,
2004, and is
pictured here
with her
Bridge.
Dscholle1@comcast.net

Ron Bergfeld
(’77) Clive, IA,
took his Bridge
with him during
his trip to St.
Maarten in the
Virgin Islands.
Ron is
employed with
John Deere
Credit as a Litigation Workout
Specialist in Des Moines.
Maj. Charles A. Johnson (Ret.) (’77)
Baltimore, MD, was elected
president of Beta Sigma Tau
Fraternity and treasurer of the 3rd
Armored Cavalry Regiment
Association. He is also a trustee at
Leadenhall Baptist Church where
he is president of the male chorus
ministry and acting president of the
Brotherhood of Ministry.

Richard Krapfl (’77) Lincoln, NE,
became a three-time winner in the
National MPT Gold Tournament,
Armed Division.

Help us locate these “lost” alumni!

1980: Joseph G. Schillace, Julie K.
Anderson, David A. Young, Darla
R. Pike, Dreiwish A. Al-Dreiwish,
John C. Sage, Hooper C. Wesley,
Coley D. Mitchell, Theresa L.
Sears, Victor L. Johnson, W. Gene
Taylor, John H. Farrar, Samuel O.
Morales, Raymond B. Young, John
A. Clay 1985: Shirly Harmon,
Dorothy A. Turner, Joel L. Henning,
Hag-Seon Kim, David N. Salz,
Robert E. Hanson
Logan Calhoun (’80) Glasgow, KY,
is very involved in a genealogy
research and writing project
studying the male Calhouns
worldwide.

Cecil Murphy (’81) New Orleans,
LA, has retired after 25 years with
the U.S. District Court, Eastern
30
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District of Louisiana. He continues
to do some pro bono work for area
nonprofit organizations.

Clyde “Steve” Campbell (’83)
Bennington,
NH, received
his master’s
degree in
1993 from
Webster
University in
St. Louis. He
then retired
from the
United States Air Force in 1994 and
began working as a part-time
police officer. He has traveled up
the ranks and is now Chief of
Police. He is pictured in full
uniform with his son, Sean.

John R. Walker (’83) Vicksburg, MS,
has been promoted from
surveillance director to vice
president and assistant general
manager with Ameristar Casino in
Vicksburg. He is married to Cyndi.

Janie Jones-Smeby (’84) Mason City,
IA, is teaching for MeserveyThornton schools. She teaches K-8
art, 5th and 8th grade computers.
She has been teaching for 20 years.
She and her husband live with their
two sons, Jordon and Collin, on a
farm southwest of Mason City.

Rick Hansen (’85) South St. Paul,
MN, was elected to the Minnesota
House of Representatives in
November, representing northern
Dakota County. He and his wife,
Suzanne, have a son named Evan.

Daniel Hovden (’87) West Union, IA,
is a coach and elementary physical
education teacher. His baseball
team at North Fayette went to the
state tournament this year.
dhovden@n-fayette.k-12.ia.us

William LaMay (’87) Cape Coral, FL,
has been working as the utility
manager at the NATO air base in
Incirlik, Turkey. He completed his
one-year contract this past May.
Michele Matt (’87)
Surprise, AZ, has
celebrated
numerous
professional
accomplishments,
but can now add
a hole-in-one to
her lengthy list.
The event occurred on February
28th with her 7-iron at the
Camelback Country Club in
Scottsdale, AZ.

Help us locate these “lost” alumni!

LeVirgil (’84) and Marie
(Schaefers) Monroe (’86)
Clermont, IA, have been working
for nearly six years to restore a
28-room mansion, built in 1880, in
West Union, Iowa. The house had
been converted into apartments
at one time. During the
restoration process, the Monroes
found a lavish stained glass
window with actual jewels inset.
The house has five fireplaces,
doors that stand 11' high and an
ornate archway that connects to
the grand ballroom. The Monroes
believe they may have a ghost
residing in the old mansion. Once
they closed on the home, they
decided to go back in for one last
look. They noticed an old photo
on the fireplace mantle, and they
are sure it had not been there
before. They’ve decided to leave
the photo exactly where they
found it. Lee and Marie have
three children, Lincoln, Madison
and Morgan. Lee is a teacher and
wrestling coach at Valley High
School.

1990: Larry L. Stewart, Chester A.
Durley, David Sutikno, Kevin F.
Rogers, Cindy L. Reisen, Kathleen
Joyce Mahoney, Lori L. Dodds,
Mark F. Evoy 1995: LaDorian
Carlos Emanuel, Brad A. Carollo,
Kristin Kay Besl, Rochelle Dinese
Baker, Donna J. (Ronnenberg)
Siemer, Regina Lynn Hoshaw,
Eugene L. Edwards
Edward Menuey (’91) Waterloo, IA,
left his position as a computer
programmer with John Deere two
years ago in order to turn his hobby
into a full-time job. Ed works out of
his garage as a taxidermist. He has
completed several large projects
including full-body black bears and
coyotes, along with an impala and
nyala that one of his customers
brought back from an African
hunting expedition.
Tammy D. Schopper (’93)
Urbandale, IA, recently graduated
from basic training at Fort Jackson

Four UIU alumni coaches took their basketball teams to the Iowa Girls
High School Athletic Union (IGHSAU) state tournament in March:
Class 1A
Class 3A
Kevin Clipperton ’97, North Butler Gene Klinge ’62, Waukon
High School
High School
Jody Fink ’96, Highland
Don Lyons ’81, DennisonHigh School
Schleswig High School
in Columbia, South Carolina.
Schopper received training in
military weapons, first aid, combat
skills and marksmanship.

Shizuka (Yoshida) Baldwin (’94)
Darien, CT, has been promoted to
assistant manager of human
resources at Keio Academy of New
York, a Japanese boarding school in
Westchester County. Her school is a
Principal Designated School Officer
(PDSO), so she has the added duty
of international student advisor and
is in charge of student visas.

Megan (Heim) Boyum (’95) St.
Charles, MN, was promoted to
director of marketing with the Herff
Jones Company.
Brad Mattear (’95) West Des
Moines, IA, has taken a position
with the Florida-based company
Restorative Care of America. He is
the Midwest area manager as well
as the head of research and
design. Previously, Brad was
director of sports medicine and an
orthopedic specialist in Palm
Harbor, Florida.

Brandy (Goltz)
Runde (’95) Baton
Rouge, LA, has
been appointed
select department
manager for
Louisiana
Companies. She
will be responsible
for the companywide development
of this department. Before her
promotion, Brandy was employed
with Cottingham & Butler, Inc., an
insurance agency in Dubuque,
Iowa, where she served as the
service manager for the Property
and Casualty Division. Brandy also
holds several certifications
including CPCU (Chartered
Property Casualty Underwriter),
CIC (Certified Insurance Counselor)
and AU (Associate in Commercial
Underwriting).

Raymond Zeran (’95) Coon Rapids,
MN, and his wife, Susan, welcomed

their second child, Kylee, on July
16, 2004.

Nancy (Twedt)
Buck (’96),
Santiago, Chile,
teaches
elementary
computer skills
at Nido de
Aguilas
International School in Santiago.
The school has 1,100 students
from more than 40 nationalities in
grades pre-K through 12.
“Teaching overseas is something I
have wanted to do since getting
my credential. My youngest child
graduated from high school last
May so it seemed the right time to
go. Chile is a very beautiful
country. Teaching overseas has
given me the opportunity to
explore South America, which I
probably would not have done
otherwise.” nbuck@nido.cl

Nancy (Lidtke) Everman (’96)
Postville, IA, has joined the Iowa
State University Dubuque County
Extension office as director. She
formerly worked as the director of
HAWC Partnerships for Children in
Allamakee, Clayton, Howard and
Winneshiek counties for the past
eight years. She is also an adjunct
professor at Upper Iowa University.

Willie Strait (’96) Abingdon, MD,
was promoted to System Analyst
and reassigned to the Office of
Systems at the Social Security
Administration headquarters in
Baltimore under the new Medicare
legislation. He is currently pursuing
an Ed.D. in human resources
development at Nova Southeastern
University’s Fischler School of
Education and Human Services.
Prior to enrolling at Nova, Willie
received an M.A. in human
resources development from
Webster University.
Shirley Pittman-Artis (’99) Korea,
was promoted to G-7 in January.
She graduated from the University
of Phoenix, San Diego, in October,

2003, with a master’s degree in
marriage, family and child
counseling. She has been at
Central Texas College in Korea as
an instructor.

Help us locate these “lost” alumni!

2000: Hiu Man Vivian Lee, Nimira
Jetha, Ronna Rae Tewell, William
John Lake, Pabitra Rai
Jennifer Dixon (’00) Bettendorf, IA,
received her master’s degree in
school counseling in 2004 and is
now an elementary school
counselor in Davenport, Iowa.

Joseph Dixon (’00) Chicago, IL,
teaches high school history at
Jones College Prep in Chicago,
Illinois. He also coaches the varsity
girls basketball and softball teams.
He is engaged to be married in
December.

Tiffany Sample (’00) Austin, TX, is
pursuing a master’s in social work
at the University of Texas-Austin.
She is currently interning as a
counselor with the Communities in
Schools Program at an alternative
and disciplinary school. She
expects to graduate in 2006.
Tiffany works as an AmeriCorp
volunteer in her spare time.

Josh Gruber (’02) Orlando, CA,
began a one-year contract with
Pacific States Marine Fisheries
Commission to work for the
California Department of Fish and
Game. Josh leads a crew of four
performing biological assessments
of meadows in the Sierra and
Cascade Mountains north of Lake
Tahoe. The team is studying fish
populations and density in the
streams and checking for specific
species of frogs, snakes and
aquatic insects. The data they
collect will be used to further study
what effects there might be in the
area from global warming.

Are YOU looking for a job?
We can help! Contact the Career
Services office at careers@uiu.edu
or call 563-425-5208 to speak with
Karla Gavin, Director of Career
Services. Visit our web site at
www.uiu.edu/career for additional
resources.
Bridge
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Derek Winker (’02) Schaumburg,
IL, earned a master’s degree in
curriculum and instruction from
Olivet Nazarene University. He
has been teaching in Illinois for
three years for the Chicago Public
School system. He is continuing
his education in administration
and is taking classes to become a
paramedic.
Steven (’03) and Cybrill (Livingood)
Smith (’05) Oelwein, IA, celebrated
the birth of their second son,
Gabriel, on their wedding
anniversary, July 29, 2004. Gabriel
joins his big brother, Donovan, who
is two. Steve is employed in Iowa
City with ACT, the company that
writes the ACT college entrance
exam. Cybrill is the research
assistant in UIU’s development
office. smiths72900@yahoo.com

Jonathan Jones (’04), Omaha, NE, is
an account manager with Otis
Elevator Company, a subsidiary of
United Technologies Corporation.

“My education at UIU enabled me
to jump right into the workplace
with enough confidence and
knowledge to become very
comfortable in a short period of
time.”

Toril Sudduth (’04), Waterloo, IA, is
a program assistant with the
Family and Children Council in
Waterloo. He plans to begin a
master of divinity degree in August
at Dubuque Seminary. He was a
busy nontraditional student
working two jobs and raising four
boys while attending the Waterloo
Center. “We were all sitting around
the table doing homework
together.” Toril and his wife,
Charletta, welcomed a daughter
on August 26, 2004. “A big thanks
to Upper Iowa for the
understanding professors and the
extra help while I was working
toward my degree. It was a big
accomplishment.”
Twizard50703@yahoo.com

Jobs Wanted!
Is your employer hiring? Here’s a GREAT way to help some UIU
students get their start: when you get emails with job postings at
work, forward them to the Career Services office at
careers@uiu.edu!
Does your business offer student internships? We want to hear
from you!
Contact Karla Gavin, director of Career Services at careers@uiu.edu.
What a simple way to make a big difference in the life of a student!

Win a $100 gift
certificate
from the UIU
Logo Store!
The Alumni Center and Career Services
Office would like to know where our
UIU alumni are in their careers. Use
the enclosed envelope to mail your current business card to the Alumni Center to be
entered into the drawing on Homecoming Weekend. Don’t forget to add your Class Note!
Business cards must be received at the Alumni Center before September 17
to be entered in the drawing. *Your business information will remain secure in
accordance with UIU’s information privacy policy.
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Faculty and
Staff Notes

Dawn Behan, associate professor of
education, has been granted tenure. She was
also nominated for inclusion into Who’s Who
Among America’s Teachers®.
Bill Berkan, faculty
instructor at the Madison
Center, received the
Dedicated Service Award at
the Center’s spring senior
reception. Bill has taught
at UIU for six years in the
psychology and human services programs.
Joyce Czajkowski, director of training and
academic relations for the Extended University,
has been promoted to executive director of
quality assurance for the EU. Joyce also
welcomed her first grandson, James Logan,
born on her birthday in May.
Rod Erakovich, Online Program faculty since
2003, earned his doctorate in public
administration from the University of Texas at
Arlington. His focus of study was organizational
theory, research and ethics in public
administration. Dr. Erakovich has co-authored
numerous articles on ethics and anticorruption
efforts for the newly independent states in
Eastern Europe and presented at annual
conferences for the American Society for Public
Administration and the International Atlantic
Economic Society Conference in Vienna, Austria.
Working with the Center for International
Research, Education and Development at the
University of Texas at Arlington, Dr. Erakovich
taught management, ethics and organizational
theory in Ukraine, Serbia and Montenegro. Dr.
Erakovich has received numerous awards
including the University of Texas at Arlington
President’s Scholar Award and Top Prof Awards
from the Mortar Board Society.
At UIU Dr. Erakovich teaches both graduate and
undergraduate courses in the Online Program
and has developed several courses in the MPA
program.

Daryl and Marta
Grove, director of
student activities and
assistant registrar,
respectively, welcomed
a daughter, Makenna
Kaylyn on November 8,
2004.
Duane E. Harper, assistant professor of
accounting, was named Certified Internal
Auditor® by The Institute of Internal Auditors
(IIA). Established in 1941, the IIA has
approximately 100,000 members and is the
recognized authority, principal educator and
acknowledged leader in certification.
Linda Hoopes, director of admissions,
earned her doctorate in educational psychology.
Janet Kehe, assistant professor in education,
presented “Use of Research-based Instructional
Strategies to Impact Student Learning and Meet
Requirements of No Child Left Behind” to the
Wapsie Valley elementary teachers’ in-service in
Fairbank, Iowa.
Rick Klann, Delano Professor of Science,
presented at the Fayette Soil and Water
Conservation awards banquet a program on
Grannis Creek water quality monitoring.
Pat Klinge, administrative assistant in
athletics, has retired after nine years in the
department.
Don McComb, associate professor of graphic
design, is the author of a book chapter titled
“Debating Modernism: Art and American
Advertising in the 1920s,” which appears in
American Visual Cultures, published by
Continuum Press. He also presented a research
paper, “Dada: From Chaos to Constructivism,
Patterns of Experimentation in Publication
Design,” at Bauhaus and Beyond: The Shape of
Design Education Conference held at the
University of Northern Iowa in Cedar Falls, Iowa.
Doug McReynolds, Bissell Professor of
English, has an essay published in the tenth
edition of the Wapsipinicon Almanac. In
addition, he conducted a Humanities Iowa
program on Hamlin Garland at the Burlington
(Iowa) Public Library.
Manzoor Murshed, associate professor of
management information systems, presented

Congratulations to our staff
who furthered their education
with UIU this year:

Bachelors of Arts/Sciences
Jeannie Barness, Associate Director of
Financial Aid, Accounting
Charmaine
Emmanuel, Madison
Center Administrative
Assistant, Technology
Information
Management
Caryl Shannon,
External Degree Assistant, Business
Vivian Walker, Milwaukee Center
Administrative Assistant, Business
Christine Wescott, Assistant Registrar,
Human Services
Master of Arts
Ron Crooker, Executive Director of
Operations, MBA, Organizational
Development Emphasis
Brett DeVore, Logo Store Manager
MBA, Organizational Development Emphasis
Jobyna Johnston, Director of Financial Aid,
MBA, Human Resources Management
Emphasis
Cybrill Livingood-Smith, University
Advancement Research Assistant, MBA,
Human Resources Management Emphasis
Laura Matt, Controller, MBA, Human
Resources Management Emphasis
Terry Smid, Director of Computer Services,
MBA, Quality Management Emphasis
two papers at the 7th International Conference
on Computers and Information Technology held
in Dhaka, Bangladesh.
Cliff Ozmun, Waterloo Center coordinator,
appeared as Sancho Panza in the Cedar Falls
Community Theater production of Man of La
Mancha in June.
Tom Parish, associate professor of psychology,
was designated as one of the 2000 Outstanding
Intellectuals of the 21st Century and as one of
the Top 100 Educators in the World by the
International Biographical Centre (IBC) in
Cambridge, England. He also received the
Lifetime Achievement Award by the IBC for his
endeavors in psychology and the social
sciences–an award given to one in a thousand

Several faculty in the
Extended University were
honored this spring with
the annual Excellence in
Teaching Award:
Blackhawk
Dr. Christine Pavesic,
English
Des Moines
Patricia Tice,
Psychology
Elkhorn
Ken Bothun, Business
External Degree
Rich Zeis, Psychology
Fort Leavenworth
Don Myer, Math
Fort Polk
Joseph Siciliano,
Business
Fort Riley
Harold Macumber,
Human Services and
Social Sciences
Jackson Barracks
Jim F. Comer, Religion/English/
Communications
Madison Carola Pfortner, Psychology;
Martin Redmann, Criminal Justice
Milwaukee Jill Zellmer, English
Waterloo Stephan Kaftan, Criminal
Justice; Ronda Reid, Education
Wausau Ryan Lister, Business Law;
Frank Losinski, Psychology; Darryl
Mayfield, Public Administration/
Sociology/Business Ethics; Dick Huntoon,
Math/Business; Jane Weik, Art

candidates on an annual basis. In addition,
Parish was selected for membership within the
IBC Order of International Fellowship, open to
only 500 individuals worldwide.
Nick Serra, associate professor of English, has
been granted tenure. He also published his paper
“Examining Yeats’ Colon: The Magical and
Philosophical Progression of Ideas in ‘Among
School Children’” in the Yeats-Eliot Review.
Pam Whitmore (’65), assistant professor of
education, has retired after a long and
rewarding teaching career, including four years
on the faculty at UIU (See Class Notes, 1965).
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In Memoriam

Mabel (Thelman) Henderson (’29)
December 31, 2004, Cross Plains,
Wisconsin. Mabel taught in a country school
near Monona. She married Forrest
Henderson during the Depression of the
1930’s, and returned to teaching country
school during World War II.
Katherine (Ostrander) Gross (’31)
March 22, 2005, Fayette, Iowa. Katherine
worked 30 years at the State Bank of Fayette,
retiring in 1977. She continued working parttime as the Fayette City Clerk for 10 years.
Robert V. Mullen (’34) April 4, 2005,
Monticello, Iowa. Robert retired after 42
years as a telegraph operator and depot
agent. He went on to coach girls basketball
for 28 years at Monticello Sacred Heart and
took the first parochial school girls team to
the state tournament in 1946. He was
inducted into the Iowa Girls Basketball Hall
of Fame as the winningest coach in the
history of girls basketball with 930 wins.

Charlotte (Hazard) Tate (’34) February
8, 2004, Colorado Springs, Colorado.

for 30 years at Thornton Fractional North
School in Calumet City, IL.

Helen Dorothea (Hazlett) Wirkler (’39)
April 11, 2005, Cedar Rapids, Iowa. Helen
taught elementary school for six years.

Clara D. Boeckenheuer (’60) February
15, 2005, Reinbeck, Iowa. Clara taught for
26 years in rural elementary and high
schools. She taught German in the West
Union and Waukon schools until she retired
in 1976.

Viola (Schmidt) Webb (’43) May 16,
2005, Fayette, Iowa. Viola’s teaching career
spanned 24 years in various districts, the last
17 in the Fayette School District.
Shirley (Grafenberg) Kamm (’44) April
1, 2005, West Union, Iowa. Shirley taught in
Fayette for one year, then became Deputy
Clerk of Court for Fayette County from 1945
to 1948.
William K. Stout (’50) September 28,
2003, Lowden, Iowa. William began at UIU
in 1942, but left to serve in the U.S. Army in
WWII, where he won several medals. He
enjoyed a successful banking career, retiring
as president of the bank in Lowden, Iowa.
He was very active in Lowden, working to
bring a golf course and medical clinic to the
town as well as serving as president of the
board of the daycare center.
Robert D. Richards (’51) January 13,
2004, Park Forest, Illinois. Robert taught
driver’s ed and coached football and track

Thelma (Grimes) Carroll (’60) March
16, 2005, Hampton, Iowa. Thelma taught for
several years in Stanley, Cresco and Sumner,
Iowa, before becoming a homemaker and
mother. Thelma returned to school at UIU in
1958, and she went on to teach junior high
English in Charles City for 14 years before
retiring in 1974.
Donald L. Kimball (’60) April 4, 2005,
Fayette, Iowa. Don, a Korean War veteran,
was one of the youngest legislators in Iowa
when he won office in 1956 over UIU
professor Wilson C. Gill. He served in the
Iowa Legislature through 1961. He worked
on Dwight D. Eisenhower’s presidential
campaign and wrote several books including
several on the history of Iowa. He also
owned and operated the Fayette Leader
newspaper. Don is survived by his wife,
Mary (Moore) (’56); and three daughters:
Dayna (Kimball) Baker (’80), Angie

Your Enabling Gifts
As a nonprofit organization, Upper Iowa University depends on the
generous and faithful gifts of our friends. Without them, we would cease
to exist. Every gift is important!

While the number of donors making special or major gifts is smaller
than the number of regular donors, these generous gifts are extremely
important to our financial health.

We appreciate our volunteers who provide time, energy and expertise.
These gifts are valuable, and we cherish them. But there are other gifts
we appreciate as well–monetary gifts that fuel the engines of
maintenance, administration, program development and other missionrelated needs. These gifts include regular contributions, special giving
and planned gifts.

Ultimate Gifts
These gifts are in a class by themselves. They are sometimes made during
life and sometimes at death, as in the case of a will bequest. Most often,
they involve noncash assets, such as real estate, business holdings or
other estate assets. An ultimate gift calls for careful planning and usually
requires the assistance of professional advisors.

Regular Gifts
Every year, Upper Iowa University receives contributions from more than
1,000 individuals and couples who support our ongoing work. These
cash gifts comprise the backbone of our development program, and we
depend on them to meet our daily obligations. For the most part, these
gifts come out of a donor’s monthly income.

Gifts in the ultimate category represent a smaller but highly committed
group of donors. Our planned giving department exists to help these
friends complete their “dream gifts.”

Special Gifts
As a growing and vital organization, Upper Iowa periodically seeks to
raise additional funds for building expansion, endowment growth and
other special projects and purposes. We challenge our donors to make a
larger gift, something beyond their regular gift amount. Such gifts may
come from savings or brokerage.
34

Bridge

Summer 2005

We value and appreciate every one of our donors, no matter
what category of gift they give. The health and effectiveness of
Upper Iowa University depends on all of us giving together.
For more information, or to request a free brochure on making
a planned gift to Upper Iowa University, contact Cindy
Carpenter, Director of Planned Gifts and Alumni Relations, at
1-800-553-4150, ext. 6 then 1, or email carpenterc@uiu.edu.

(Kimball) Joseph (’82) and Kathy
(Kimball) Thomas (’88).
Eva H. Kingsland (’60) March 27, 2002,
Elkader, Iowa.
Clement C. “Clem” Ozburn II (’60)
February 28, 2005, LaCrosse, Wisconsin.
Clem taught in Iowa and Minnesota before
earning a master’s degree in biology at the
University of Wisconsin-LaCrosse. He taught
at the University for one year before
beginning a 23-year career teaching 8th
grade science and coaching baseball.
Leo E. Praska (’60) June 12, 2004, Iowa
Falls, Iowa. Leo worked as a territory
salesman for Agco and was honored as the
top salesperson. He was a member of St.
Mark’s Catholic Church, Knights of Columbus
and the Iowa Falls Elks Club.
Gaile L. Carlson (’61) October 3, 2004,
Ogden, Iowa. Gaile retired from Ogden
Community Schools where he taught high
school mathematics. He married Mary
Ellen Leverington (’62) and had two sons
and a daughter.

both the Mar-Mac School District and the
Brownsville Independent School District. He
is survived by his wife of 50 years,
Gwendolyn (Miller) (’83).
Marian (Wester) Shafer (’75) April 1,
2004, Dripping Springs, Texas. Marian
retired as the fiscal manager for the State of
Massachusetts.
James J. Bouziane (’78) January 4,
2001, Jamesville, Wisconsin.
Michael J. Sennott (’86) January 18,
2004, Streator, Illinois.
Robert L. Webber (’88) January 9, 2004,
LaPlata, Maryland.
James R. Eddy (’93) February 2, 2005,
Knoxville, Tennessee. Jim retired in 1965 after
30 years in the U.S. Air Force. He earned an
A.A. degree from UIU’s external degree.
Francis (Frank) M. Hyman (’94)
January 8, 2005, Hawkeye, Iowa. Frank was
employed as a traffic control estimator for
Iowa Plaines Signing Co. of Slater.

Anne Kamin (’63) February 9, 2003,
Peoria, Arizona. Anne enjoyed quilting,
sewing and church activities.

Mark A. Wojan (’97) April 1, 2004,
Wausau, Wisconsin. Mark was employed at
Wausau Metals.

Michael D. Allen (’65) July 15, 2003,
Cedar Rapids, Iowa. Michael married Sandra
(Meyer) in 1965 and began his career in
education. He continued his career at
Rockwell Collins in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, and
retired after 22 years in management
development. Mike enjoyed traveling and
spending time with family and friends.

Friends

Celia Andreae (’67) January 20, 2005,
Arlington, Iowa . Celia received a special
education endorsement from the University of
Iowa and taught in Lamont, Strawberry Point
and Garnavillo, Iowa, before retiring in 1975.
Mildred A. Smith (’69) April 14, 2004,
Marion, Iowa. Mildred taught 4th grade for
17 years in the Central City School District.
Arlo Haught (’72) February 7, 2005,
Brownsville, Texas. Arlo served 17 years in
the military during which time his helicopter
unit was the first to fly to the North Pole to
deliver supplies to the weather station. Arlo
retired in 1998 after 26 years of teaching in

John Crawford, March 2005, Urbandale,
Iowa. John taught mathematics at UIU’s Des
Moines Center.
Roger Hubbell, April 29, 2005, Highwood,
Illinois. Roger grew up in Fayette, Iowa, and
attended UIU from 1932-34. His wife, Janet,
has established a scholarship in his name.
Memorial gifts for the Roger Hubbell
Scholarship Fund can be sent to the
Alumni Center at the address to the right.
Theodore (“Ted”) A. Johnson,
February 21, 2005, Ely, Iowa. Ted’s college
career at UIU was interrupted by WWII,
where he was awarded several medals. He
received an honorary doctorate from UIU in
1984 (see back cover). Ted was cofounder
and president of J-TEC Associates, Inc.,
serving as chairman of the board until
retirement in 2004. He was named the
Iowa Small Businessman of the Year in
1972. Ted was very involved with the Iowa
and National Republican Conventions, and

he was appointed by President Reagan as a
delegate to the White House Conference on
Small Business in 1986. From 1990-2001,
Ted was editor and publisher of UIU’s “Old
Time Peacocks” newsletter.
Roberta Darlene Petersen, January 1,
2005, San Antonio, Texas. Darlene was the
periodical clerk at the UIU library from
1976-83. In retirement, she enjoyed
working with children, craft projects and
working in her garden.
Kelly (Bollig) Schwichtenberg,
December 9, 2004, Mezomanie, Wisconsin.
Kelly was pursuing a psychology degree at
UIU’s Madison Center.
Gene William Singer, August 24, 2004,
Fayette, Iowa. Gene earned two Bronze Battle
Stars during his service in the U.S. Army. He
worked as a construction contractor and
often hired UIU students to work in his
business. Gene is survived by his wife, Erla
Jeanne (Corkery) Singer (’66), one son
and one daughter.
Connie Stewart and daughter Sarah,
March 27, 2005, West Union, Iowa. Connie
served UIU students as the science lab
coordinator on the Fayette Campus, 20042005.

If you know of alumni, faculty, staff or
friends who have passed away and
you would like to share this news
with our readers, please contact
The Bridge. Death announcements
must be accompanied by a memorial
service program or newspaper
obituary to be printed in this
publication.

To make a contribution in memory
of a classmate, friend or relative,
please send your gift to:
Upper Iowa University
Attn: Sue Felder, Alumni Center
P.O. Box 1857
Fayette, IA 52142
Or call 1-800-553-4150, option 6
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The Entrepreneur, 1988

Artist Statement:
“This bronze work
depicts the self-made
man in his struggle to
chisel himself from
common stone.
Blindfolded, The
Entrepreneur must trust
his instincts. His hand is
battered from misplaced
strokes of the hammer,
constant reminders of his
own mistakes. Not
knowing if the next strike
of the chisel will cut
himself off at the knee or
allow him to move further
toward his goal, he
continues unimpeded by
his mistakes.”
The Entrepreneur, by
Dean Kermit Allison, was
dedicated to Theodore
(“Ted”) Johnson
(1924-2005), a longtime
friend and board member
at UIU. Johnson was
granted an honorary
doctorate in business
administration from
Upper Iowa University in
1984. The sculpture sits
near the entrance of the
new Andres Center for
Business and Education
on the Fayette Campus.

The post office charges Upper Iowa University 70 cents for each change of address returned to us. You can help us
eliminate unnecessary expenses by informing us of your new address before you move. Parents, if your son or
daughter no longer maintains a permanent address at home, please notify the UIU Alumni Center of the correct mailing
address. Call 1-800-553-4150 x 6, or email alumni@uiu.edu. THANK YOU!
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