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From the pres ident

favorites, too!). My very favorite teacher was Adella E. Grobee.
She was my first-grade teacher and, in those post-World War II
days, she was what would be called a “spinster.”  Miss Grobee
taught me three important things:  how to read, how a
professional woman comports herself, and how a friendship
can span many years. She always pushed me to accomplish at a
high level.  She taught me self-confidence and belief in myself.  

Although Miss Grobee was always very professional, she was
able to let her students know that she loved them. At the end of
my first-grade year, this is what she wrote in my autograph book:

“When evening rolls her curtains down
And pins them with a star,
Remember that you have a friend
No matter where you are.”

I have never forgotten.

In closing, I want to say how very much I have enjoyed my year as
Upper Iowa’s interim president, and also how much all of us at
Upper Iowa are looking forward to working with our new
president, Dr. Alan Walker. Dr. Walker and his family joined us for
commencement, and everyone in the audience gave him a rousing
welcome. His youthful spirits and positive, forward-thinking
attitude will ensure that Upper Iowa University continues to
advance. Many of you will have the opportunity to meet him
during the coming academic year. 

Best wishes to everyone, and thank you for your support of this
great University.

Sincerely,

In May, I had the very great pleasure of participating in a
groundbreaking ceremony for what will soon become the
Andres Center for Business and Education. In typical

fashion, the Iowa weather forced us to move the ceremony
indoors and dip our ceremonial shovels into a box of imported
dirt, but the damp weather definitely didn’t dampen the spirits
of all who attended the ceremony—students, alumni, trustees,
faculty, administration and staff, and, of course, our honored
guests, Betty Andres and members of her family.

You’ll hear quite a bit about the new building in this issue, but I
want to say something about the faculty members who will be
enjoying the new offices and classrooms. Our Fayette Campus
faculty definitely deserve the best facilities we can give them.
They have been well educated themselves, with the majority of
them possessing terminal degrees–some from such prestigious
colleges and universities as Yale, Dartmouth and Rutgers. Not
only do they devote themselves passionately to educating our
students, but they care about their students’ physical, emotional
and spiritual development as well. They create a caring,
nurturing atmosphere that ensures that no student “falls
through the cracks.” I’ve been privileged to interact with our
Fayette Campus faculty in a special way during this past year
and have benefited greatly from it.

I also want to commend our Extended University faculty, many
of whom teach in other colleges and universities during the day
and then for Upper Iowa at night. Then there are those EU
faculty members who manage their own businesses by day, then
come to our Centers in the evenings to share the wealth of their
expertise and hands-on experience with our students. Many of
our Center faculty have taught for us for more than ten years
and feel just as much a part of the Upper Iowa family as do our
Fayette Campus faculty members.

All of us have fond memories of our favorite teachers (and, of
course, we tend to remember those who weren’t exactly our

More details
about the
Andres Center
on page 18.
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one grade up. I would not have been eligible
for this promotion without the degree. 

Gerry Clynch, ’91 
Newark, Ohio

I started taking External Degree courses at
UIU when my position was unexpectedly
dissolved and I was unemployed. After a
few months I was hired as a zone manager
for USA Today and was later told that I was
chosen for the position, in part, because I
showed an interest in continually educating
myself. Now my salary has more than
doubled.

Val Nusbaum, ’97 
Eldridge, Iowa

I would highly recommend the Upper Iowa
External Degree program to anyone who is
seeking a college degree but is unable to
finish a degree by traditional means. I
personally found the program very flexible
and capable of delivering a quality
education to students who are dedicated to
working hard to achieve their educational
goals. The staff and the instructors were
absolutely great, and everyone seemed to
understand the many obstacles that
nontraditional students often face. My
undergraduate degree from Upper Iowa
prepared me well for the graduate degree
program that I am currently pursuing from
another university. If everything goes as
planned, I will finish my MBA by this time
next year. Thanks to everyone at UIU for a
great External Degree program!

Steve Conover, ’02 
Jamestown, Kentucky
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J
ulie Ahrens was my advisor while I
was with External Degree. She not
only helped me through the

program, she inspired me to finish it. She
made a significant impact in my life, and I
will be forever grateful!

Brad Eslick, ’03 
Story City, Iowa

My degree from UIU provided a fabulous
opportunity for me to continue my
undergraduate studies while continuing on
active duty with the U.S. Navy during the
Vietnam War–while in the combat theater!
The instructors were marvelously helpful,
the courses were excellent, and I
thoroughly enjoyed the process. Obtaining
this degree fulfilled a very significant
personal ambition which I had aspired to
for a long time–and had been otherwise
unobtainable. This contributed to my
subsequent promotion to senior chief with
the Navy, and in 1995 provided an essential
foundation that enabled me to earn my
master of ministry degree. I cannot say
enough good things about my entire
experience with UIU, and how delighted
and benefited I have been as a result. I
have recommended to folks more than
once that they contact UIU for academic
advancement.  

Orrie P. Flynt, ’81 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma

I chose UIU’s External Degree program
because I got tired of losing credits each time
I changed to a different college when I was
transferred by my employer. UIU allowed me

to work full-time, the UIU professors were
extremely helpful, and I was able to take my
college with me when I was transferred again
and did not lose any credits.

My UIU degree definitely had an impact on
opportunities for promotions and my
ability to retire early. I am so thankful for
UIU’s External Degree program.

Don Bloore, ’79 
Mishawaka, Indiana

My UIU experience helped unlock my thirst
for knowledge which led to a master of
science degree and an MBA, and I am
currently completing a doctorate in
management while pursuing an executive
management career.  Thanks, UIU!

Nathan P. Slauson, ’79 
Johnston, Iowa

UIU’s ED program provided a convenient
way for me to balance my work schedule
and course work, enabling me to complete
my degree in 1977. I then followed up with
a master’s degree in 1980. The External
Degree program was the key for me in
accomplishing my career goals.

Paul T. Hart, ’77 
Sudbury, Massachusetts

The courses I took were challenging and
current. I would recommend the External
Degree program to any working adult. I am
currently the program administrator for
ICBM material at the Boeing Guidance
Repair Center in Heath, Ohio. Since
receiving my degree I have been promoted

FLOCK
TALK

Responses to last edition:
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Pictured L-R:  Jo (Brockhage) Ernst
(’72), Dave Broders (’74), Jim Handke
(’79), Gary Feurbach (’68), Louan
(Dunn) Handke (’78), Janice (Bradley)
Carr (’72), Tracy (Cornelius) Till (’95)

Birds of a Feather
Flock Together!
Bellevue Community Schools (Bellevue,
Iowa) employs seven UIU grads, pictured
here with their Bridge magazine. Page 28
shows five UIU alumni who work in the
Iowa legislature who posed with their
Bridge in Des Moines.

Do you work or teach with other UIU
grads? Assemble your team for a group
photo near an identifying landmark or
sign and send your photo to the Alumni
Center before November 1, 2004, to be
included in the winter 2005 edition. 
(And don’t forget your Bridge!)

Please include the name of your
business/school and the names of each
UIU grad in the photo and their class year.

Original photos will be scanned and
returned, or you can email a high
resolution digital image (300 dpi or
greater) to leec@uiu.edu.

UIU’s External Degree program was perfect
for my needs while working full-time and
raising a family. My BA in public
administration inspired me to get an MBA
and to follow it with a Ph.D. in business
management. My degrees helped me to
receive three promotions and be selected
to work in Tokyo, Japan, for three years.
Thanks UIU!!!!!!!

Jacque Hawkins, ’82 
Ocean Springs, Mississippi

I was delighted to find the article, “From a
Grain of Sand,” in the winter 2004 issue of
The Bridge – delighted because it
recognized the enormous contribution Dr.
Aldrich Paul made to the ongoing success
of the University.

I was chairman of the Board of Trustees
when Dr. Paul was named president. In
fact, I made the trip to Cincinnati to
interview him, coming away much
impressed with his ideas for the school and
highly recommended him to the Board.

I vividly recall Dr. Paul’s first coming up
with the Coordinated Off Campus Degree
Program, as it was called at that time.
Although the Board thought the idea had
merit, none of us, Dr. Paul included, had
any idea how far reaching it would
become; nor how vital it would prove to be
for the financial success of the University.
Reading of its worldwide spread, I never
cease to be amazed.

I was saddened to read in the same issue of
The Bridge of the passing of another good
friend, Dr. Charles Clark. He, too, had a
great deal to do with the success of the
COCDP in its early years, as did Roger
Bowen, who was mentioned in the article.

I must compliment you on the excellence
of your publication. It measures well with
those of much larger institutions.

Dick Westerfield
Sun City, Arizona

I enjoyed the latest issue of The
Bridge and the article on the
history of the External Degree
program.  I was one of the early
ones, and my first contact was
with the folks in Roanoke,
Virginia. It doesn’t seem like it’s
been almost 30 years ago.

Bruce Cherry, COCDP ’79
Portsmouth, Virginia

The changes and improvements
you have made to The Bridge are fantastic.
Keep up the good work!

Randall Northrop, ’65 
Carrollton, Texas

Thank you for including our picture in the
most recent issue of The Bridge [Class
Notes]. UIU did a lot for me. I went there
for my junior year studying premed. They
were able to mold a curriculum for my
need to finish off the science requirements
in one year to be able to go to medical
school. Then the remarkable thing
happened.  I was admitted to medical
school with just three years of liberal arts
rather than the expected four years. Out of
a class of 120 students in the freshman
medical class, there were only about three
of us who were admitted with just three
years. I achieved the distinction of
becoming a specialist in surgery of the
hand, and Upper Iowa played a role in that.

Charles B. Clark
Roseville, California

The Bridge welcomes your letters, reminiscences and suggestions for what you’d like
to see in future editions. Send letters to:

The Bridge
Upper Iowa University Alumni Center
P.O. Box 1857
Fayette, IA 52142
Or email Carol Lee at leec@uiu.edu
with the subject heading: Bridge

Include your name, class year, home address
and phone number. 

Letters reprinted in The Bridge should be 
kept to 200 words and will be edited for
space and clarity.

 



S
o opens the 1998 book, The
Courage to Teach, by author
and educator Parker Palmer.

The premise of his book is that good
teachers teach who they are. Its subtitle,
“Exploring the inner landscape of a teacher’s
life,” encourages teachers to embrace both
the joy and the fear inherent in such a
vulnerable and courageous profession.

The first six words of his book underscore
the theme of this magazine. In the pages
that follow, alumni teachers have expressed
similar thoughts about what it is to teach:
n “I never pass up a chance to teach.”  
n “If my class is boring, it’s my fault.” 
n “Teaching is not a paycheck for me.”
n “I’m there for them, they’re not there 

for me.”  
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I am a Teacher
at Heart

“

”

...and there
are moments in 
the classroom 
when I can hardly
hold the joy.
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Like many early universities, nearly all of
our first graduates were teachers. A review
of our first 15-20 graduating classes
reveals an occasional doctor or
businessman, but all of the rest were
teachers, principals, superintendents,
deans, professors and even college
presidents. Our history in education is
celebrated; as is our future, with the
groundbreaking for the 26,400 square-foot
Andres Center for Business and Education
and the anticipated debut of a master of
arts in education degree to become
available on the Fayette Campus in 2005.

Every university has a program to train

teachers. That is not the story. “The story”
lies in the vision and the heart of our
alumni who have touched the lives of
learners for nearly 150 years. This edition
of The Bridge brings you stories of
educators for whom teaching is a passion.
They are teachers at heart, and it is our joy
to share their stories with you.

Palmer, P. (1998). The Courage to Teach:
Exploring the inner landscape of a teacher’s
life. San Francisco: Jossey-Bass.

n “Some days it just clicks; and when it 
clicks, it’s wonderful.”

Alumna Jacquie McTaggart (’64), after 42
years of teaching first grade, published the
book, From the Teacher’s Desk, a
collection of anecdotes and lessons learned
in her long career. She visited an education
class this spring on the Fayette Campus and
addressed a group of future teachers.
“Teaching is not a profession,” she told
them, “teaching is a passion.”

Take just a moment and recall your favorite
teacher. Does it take more than a moment
for that name to come to your lips? You
more than likely also have a visual image of
this person “in action” in the classroom.
The teachers who mean the most to us are
the ones who were fully present,
vulnerable, sharing themselves with us,
whose passion for their subjects and for
their students made learning a joy for us.

In Palmer’s first chapter, “The Heart of a
Teacher,” he writes, “Good teachers cannot
be reduced to technique; good teaching
comes from the identity and integrity of the
teacher” (p. 10). To hear our teaching
alumni speak of it, teaching has become,
for them, an identity. “It’s all I ever wanted
to do.”  

the UIU professor who

made a lasting impression?

Or was your favorite

school teacher an Upper

Iowa University alum? 

Write to us at The Bridge

and, in a paragraph or two,

tell us how that person

inspired you, challenged

you or taught you a life

lesson you will never

forget. We will select

several submissions to be

reprinted in the next Bridge.

Who was



T he state of Iowa enjoys a     
longstanding, national 
reputation as a leader in

teacher education. Students know it—they
come to Iowa universities from other states
for high quality teacher education
programs—and school administrators
know it—in some states, they seek out
student teachers from Iowa universities
with the hope that they will move from
their student teaching placements into full-
time positions.

Consider these Iowa statistics from the
National Educational Administration:
l 4th graders in public schools rank 6th, 

7th and 2nd nationally in reading, math
and science, respectively

l 71% of public high school students 
taking Advanced Placement (AP) exams 
earn a score high enough to qualify for 
college credit

l Ranked 9th in the proportion of public 
school teachers with certification from 
the prestigious National Board of 

Professional Teaching Standards
l 82% of public school teachers in core 

academic fields have full certification 
and a major in their field

l 89% of public school teachers report 
having participated in in-service or 
professional development programs

l 95% of public schools have internet 
access; there is one computer available 
for instruction for every 3.3 public 
school students

l 100% of 4th grade parents participate 
in parent-teacher conferences.

Source:  http://www.nea.org/goodnews/ia01.html

Upper Iowa University has risen to the
challenge to prepare our teacher education
graduates to meet and exceed these high
expectations. “We believe we have the
necessary check points in place so that our
graduates are ready for a professional
placement by the end of their student
teaching,” said Gail Moorman Behrens,
director of the education program and
division chair. “The state of Iowa requires

that students log ten hours of field
experience in the classroom before they
can be admitted into a teacher education
program; but UIU goes beyond that,
requiring twenty hours before admittance.
They are out in the schools as sophomores
assisting teachers in the classroom and
working with small groups, not simply
observing.”

Education majors, on their own, take
advantage of volunteer opportunities to
begin building a resume while they are still
in school. Students work with outdoor
education programs, 8th grade mentoring
programs and character education
programs, in addition to providing private
tutoring in reading and math. Moorman
Behrens sees a distinct advantage to our
students spending so much time in the
schools. “They begin to see themselves as
professionals. Our job is to help them
make the move from ‘student’ to ‘teacher.’
To that end, we invite school administrators
to come to campus twice a year to speak
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The teacher education faculty see the Andres
Center for Business and Education as the

University’s commitment to two of its
foundational programs.

“We are impacting people who   
will join our profession.”

Teaching the
Teachers

 



with students about resumes, interviewing
and, generally, what schools are looking
for in a potential candidate.”

Teaching positions are very competitive in
Iowa, which can be a challenge for the
mostly nontraditional students in the
education program on the Des Moines,
Waterloo and Fayette campuses, most of
whom have established families and
community ties. In the face of recent
budget cuts in education, says Moorman
Behrens, “We tell students that they have to
be realistic about the prospects in this
market; but I also tell them what my
advisor told me: ‘There is always room for
good teachers.’”
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l Their lesson plans are 
very thorough

l They are prepared to 
meet the diverse needs 
of students

l The schools are pleased 
that UIU faculty spend 
time building relationships
with administrators and 
cooperating teachers 
where UIU student 
teachers are placed

What are local
schools saying
about our 
student teachers?

Our Board of Trustees bears the responsibility for the financial health of Upper
Iowa University. This responsibility includes not only current needs, but also 

the financial needs of the future. One of the ways the Board addresses this future 
obligation is through the Upper Iowa University Office of Planned Giving.

While some planned gifts are aimed at current needs, the bulk of these gifts provide
resources for tomorrow. For example, our endowment program sets in place an 
assortment of enduring funds that address the ongoing needs of Upper Iowa University.

Another example is our gift annuity program that provides resources to Upper Iowa
when the annuity payments are completed. And another example is our emphasis on
bequests, whereby donors can make gifts from their estates upon their death.

All of these planned giving donors express foresight: “Care or provision for the
future; provident care; prudence.” These friends understand that the future may hold
unusual challenges and opportunities…and they want Upper Iowa University to be
financially able to meet those demands.

We appreciate our friends who stick by us year after year with annual contributions
and special gifts. We could not exist without you. We also want to honor those of you
who look into the future and address the unseen needs that lie out there before us.
You give us hope and confidence in a bright tomorrow.

The fact is, we need all of our friends to support the mission of Upper Iowa
University in every way possible.

Our director of planned giving, Cindy Carpenter, has a complimentary brochure on
the subject of planned giving. You may request it by using the response form below, or
by calling our toll-free number at 1-800-553-4150 x 5.

You can also request a personal visit with Cindy. She will be happy to show you how
you can demonstrate your foresight through a planned gift.

Friends With Foresight

CLIP AND MAIL
Dear Cindy:
q Please send me the free brochure, “How to Make a Will that Works.”

q I (We) have already made a planned gift to Upper Iowa in the form of
________________________________________________________

q Please contact me about the possibility of a personal visit.  My number is:
________________________________________________________

and the best time to reach me is:_________________________________

Name:____________________________________________________

Mailing Address:_____________________________________________

City ___________________________ ST______ Zip_______________

Place the completed form in an envelope and mail to:

Cindy Carpenter, Director of Planned Giving
Upper Iowa University
PO Box 1857
Fayette, IA  52142



Why did you choose Upper
Iowa’s teacher education
program?
“UIU provides great training for teachers
and prepares us for real life experiences.
Many of Upper Iowa’s graduates are
successful teachers. The small town and
small class sizes attracted me from the
larger city.”

Aaron Fredette, ’05
Physical Education/middle school 
endorsement
Los Angeles, California

“All of the professors either have or are
actively working toward their doctorates.
They all have unique classroom experience
at the levels they are preparing us to teach.”

Mark Schmadeke, ’06
Secondary Social Studies/middle 
school & special education endorsement
Hawkeye, Iowa

“The state of Iowa has a reputation for
quality education, and Upper Iowa
University has a reputation for its quality
education program. For a preservice
educator who hopes to pursue a career in
another state, an education degree from an
Iowa school means something on a resume.
I am proud to say that I am pursuing a
degree in education, especially at UIU.”

Bill Marshall, ’05
Elementary Education/physical education 
and health endorsements 
Recipient of the Mike McCready Scholarship 
and Lucille Dickman Scholarship
Des Plaines, Illinois

What do you appreciate
most about the teacher
education program at UIU?
“I appreciate their willingness to work with
you and help you. I appreciate the small
classes so we get more time with the teacher.
I feel like a person, not just a number. I get
the feeling they really do care how I do.”

Brandon Heying, ’07
Elementary Education
Sumner, Iowa

“The teacher education program at UIU is
well organized. It is set up so you can be
done in four years. The professors are also
extremely helpful.”

Emily Tilleraas, ’05
Elementary Special Education
Decorah, Iowa

“The professors give you the tools you
need to succeed.”

Melinda Gust, ’06
Art Education
Elgin, Iowa

How have your professors
at UIU prepared and
inspired you to become a
good teacher?
“My professors have inspired me by
showing enthusiasm for the teaching
profession and by setting high standards
that have encouraged me to always reach
higher! They have given me support and
encouragement at all times!”

Linda Moser, ’05
Mathematics
Recipient of the Margaret (Hall) 
Moore Endowed Scholarship, the 
Edward L. Paine and Gertrude 
Pease Paine Scholarship, and the 
Presidential Scholarship
Prairie du Chien, Wisconsin
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“Student” Teachers
Tomorrow’s teachers are getting a great start

at Upper Iowa University



“By putting us in the classroom many
times. By the time we student teach, we
have been in the classroom for well over
100 hours. We’re ready to teach. They push
us to do our best and help us be the best
teachers we can be. Their positive attitudes
rub off on us.”

Mike Radloff, ’05
Education and Physical Education
Oelwein, Iowa

“The professors have helped me to realize
that choosing a career in the field of
education is very rewarding. They have
taught me about the importance of getting
to know your students, teaching
accordingly to the students’ various
learning styles and meeting the needs of all
students.”

Danielle Mason, ’05
Elementary Education/reading 
and language arts endorsements
Recipient of the Hoyt R. & Winifred 
Appelman Young Scholarship
Aredale, Iowa

“I really believe that the faculty make the
education program a success at UIU. It is
apparent that every one of the education
professors has a genuine passion for
teaching, and they love their job and their
students. Unlike the larger universities,
students are not just a number at UIU.
Each and every one of the professors takes
the time to get to know us personally, and
they care that we will ultimately achieve
success in the classroom. They are readily
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available for any questions that may arise
and take time to listen to our thoughts and
needs. I have great respect for the faculty
here. They bring with them a lifetime of
experience and knowledge. They have
become great mentors and friends.”

Tia Shaffer, ’05
Elementary Education
Recipient of the Ivadell Brause Memorial 
Endowed Scholarship in Education, the 
Lucille Dickman Scholarship, the Ruth 
Manuta Memorial Scholarship and the 
Stivers Leadership Scholarship
Arlington, Iowa

What are you most looking
forward to about becoming
a teacher?
“Getting my own classroom. As I get closer
and closer to student teaching, I’m getting
more and more excited. I also want to try
to change students’ opinions about science.
I think I can really make it fun and exciting
for them.”

Adam Hildebrandt, ’05
Elementary Education/middle school science
Recipient of the Virgil Welch Scholarship  
in Education, the Babcock Scholarship and
the Presidential Scholarship
Sumner, Iowa

“Seeing the face of a child who just
understood something.”

Jessica Jarchow, ’06
Elementary Education/special education,
reading, and language arts endorsements
Recipient of the Babcock Scholarship
Hawkeye, Iowa

“I am looking forward to giving children a
reason to learn. I wish to inspire their
minds to grow as well as their character
and self-esteem. My desire is to become a
great teacher and produce even better
students.”

Blaire McCuen, ’05
Elementary Education
Corning, Iowa

What benefit do you think
the new Andres Center will
have toward the future of
teacher education at UIU?
“The benefit will be one that shows
students the dedication that Upper Iowa
University has to its education program.
One that, in my opinion, is untouchable by
any other university in the area.”

Nate Lamphier, ’05
Physical Education
Oelwein, Iowa

“It will provide students and instructors
with updated classrooms and materials. It
will improve the program and the quality of
teacher education students who graduate
from UIU.”

Kristin Berns, ’06
Elementary Education
Waukon, Iowa



First of all, is it pronounced 
ka-TAR (like “guitar”) or CUT-er?
(We’ve heard both.)

So have I! I’ve even heard it pronounced CAT-ar.
The local accent makes it sound like “cutter,”
but the expats I’ve been around pronounce it
like “guitar.”

Describe the setting where you live
and work.
It has rained about three times since I’ve been
here. In the winter months it probably gets
down in the 70s, and students come to school
in winter jackets like we would wear in Iowa,
which is so funny to see! Otherwise it is
consistently in the mid to upper 80s. I haven’t
been here for the extremely hot months yet, but
I’ve heard it can be pretty unbearable. The
Persian Gulf is about a ten-minute drive from
here. It’s beautiful.  

How did you learn about this teaching
opportunity in Qatar?
I went to the University of Northern Iowa’s
annual overseas job fair and interviewed with
three schools from different countries. I was
offered a job in Cairo, Egypt; before I signed
the contract, my older sister and her husband,
who live in Qatar, invited me to visit for two
weeks. I left the day after graduation and was
there for the birth of her first child. While I was
there I interviewed with the Middle East
International School and they extended a job
offer. I thought if I could experience life in
another country and still be able to have family
nearby, then I should take advantage of it.  

What was it about your UIU experience
that most prepared you for this
experience?  
I’m sure a typical response would be that
Upper Iowa has such a wide variety of cultures

represented, but really the majority of the
students at Upper Iowa are American, just
different races. I’ve got more nationalities in
one classroom than UIU has on campus. Nothing
can prepare you for such dramatic changes. 

I teach English, social studies, science and
math to grade 5 students, although their ages
vary from 9-12. My students are from Qatar,
Pakistan, Kuwait, Egypt, Lebanon, Canada,
India, Indonesia, the Philippines and Sudan.
That is just in my classroom; the entire school
enrolls children from the entire Gulf area,
including Saudi Arabia and Iraq. I teach in
English and I’ve picked up just a little bit of
Arabic. Arabic is a very difficult language to
speak and especially hard to read and write.
English is a second language for all of my
students. While some are fluent, others need a
lot of help. I’ve had parent-teacher conferences
take place with translators because some of
their parents do not speak English at all.

What has been the most difficult thing
about adapting to the culture?   
The work week is Sunday through Thursday.
Arab shops open early in the morning, around
7:00 and then close at 2:00 in the afternoon.
They reopen at about 4:00 in the evening and
stay open until about 9:00 p.m. Nearly everything

is closed on Fridays, their religious day.

A prayer call occurs about five times a day.  I
live next to a mosque, so I’m quite aware of it.
It woke me up in the middle of the night for
quite some time until I got used to it. The
prayer call is given in Arabic, citywide, from
every mosque and there are places in malls and
other businesses for Arabs to go and pray at
these times.  You must be respectful of them
when they’re praying.  When I talk to my fiancé,
Marty (Hamel, ’03), on the phone in Iowa, he
can often hear the prayer calls in the
background, they’re so loud.  Ramadan, which
lasts over a month, was difficult because I had
students fasting all day and they weren’t
allowed to drink water. I felt so bad when I’d
see them outside playing at recess and they
wouldn’t be able to drink any water until
sunset. Meanwhile, I ate my lunch in a private
room where I could not be seen.  

What have you learned from this
experience?  
Not to make generalizations. I have coworkers
who will say things like, “Lebanese children
do...” or “Indian students don’t do...” You
cannot make generalizations about an entire
nation based on meeting one person. I
remember to keep an open mind, and every
time I get frustrated I remember that these
children know at least two, sometimes more,
languages. I am finding that most people in the
world are bilingual. We are so sheltered from
the rest of the world that we don’t really bother
to learn anything else but English.

I would not have learned any of the things I
have learned if I had not come here. Although
it was hard to be away from my family and
friends, I am so glad I decided to do this. I
have had the chance to do so many exciting
things, I broke the fast with an Iraqi woman
during Ramadan, I’ve traveled to different
countries and I have taught 27 children with
the most difficult names that I’ll never forget!
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TheCourage toTeach
“I have taught 27 children with the most 
difficult names that I’ll never forget!”

Erin Foster, ’03
The Middle East International School 
Doha, Qatar

 



Terry Reeves, ’66
Arizona Department of
Corrections, GED
Tucson, Arizona

How are you meeting multiple learning
needs of students?
I am a teacher coordinator in the minors unit
of the Arizona state prison. Our students range
in age from 14-17 years, and they have been
adjudicated as adults for serious offenses like
armed robbery, drive-by shootings or
manslaughter. Roughly 95% of these kids will
spend time in adult units when they reach 18.  

By Arizona Revised Statute 15-229, minors are
required to demonstrate at least an 8th grade
literacy or higher. There are ten teachers in our
unit, and we focus on basic skills like written
language, reading comprehension, and math
calculation. Students also get instruction in
social studies and writing. Our success rate is
very high; something like 90% of our students
earn their GED.

Class size is usually between 5-7 students, so they
get a lot of individual attention. The school day is
about three hours long, but we go all year
around. In addition to classroom teaching, we
have some students in the strategic management
unit. These are kids who, because of behavior
problems, get one hour a day out of their cells,
and even then are shackled. I’ve done some one-
on-one teaching through cell doors.

Teaching in a prison is probably not an
obvious career path. How did you learn
about this opportunity?
I grew up in Anamosa, Iowa, and worked
summers at the prison there when I was going
to school at Upper Iowa. My degree is in
physical education and I taught P.E. and
coached for twelve years in Maynard, Cedar
Rapids and Muscatine, Iowa. I’ve been in
Arizona since 1986 and taught in the public
schools here for eighteen years. After 30 years

of teaching, I just got tired of the public
schools–the politics and the lack of discipline.
I learned about the position with the
Department of Corrections through a friend I
worked with in Sierra Vista. People always
laugh when I say this, but I feel safer here than
I did in the public schools. I have taught here
almost five years, and I really enjoy it.  

How tight is the security?
When I pull into the parking lot, I go to a main
check point where they look into my sack
lunch and I have a large day planner that they
unzip and look through. I take out my keys and
my ID tag and walk through a metal detector. I
go through a set of double doors that lead into
the minors’ education unit. After I go through
another set of double doors, I show my ID
again to get the key to my office.

What are the unique challenges to this
position?
Our students are minors, and contacting
parents to come to a meeting is hard. I talked
with a young man about locating his mother,
but she was in jail. What about your father? He
was in jail. Is there any other close relative we
could contact? There was a grandmother in
Illinois. Getting parental involvement in their
education is difficult.

What are the unique rewards?
Just the other day I was talking with a student
about what he’s going to do when he gets out.
He wants to maybe become a truck driver or a
heavy equipment operator. And I said, “Now,
there you’re thinking down the line.” I still get
a kick out of seeing the light go on in their
heads. I was working with a student the other
day and I told him that–he finally sees the need
for an education–and he just grinned from ear
to ear. It’s rewarding when they can see a
different future for themselves.  
_________________________________

Peggy
Keuning, ’04
Bais Chaya
Mushka, 2nd/3rd
Grade
Postville, Iowa

How is it that a small Iowa town would
have a Jewish school for girls?
Postville is known for its diversity. There was
even a book written about our town and its
unusual mix of Russians, Hispanics and Hasidic
Jews. Postville has a plant that manufactures
kosher foods, and that draws many Jewish
people to the area. The fact that we also have a
school draws even more Jewish families who
are coming to work in the plant.

How many students attend your
school?
We have about 35 girls through eighth grade. 
I started with four girls in second and third
grade: one seven-year-old, two eight-year-olds
and one nine-year-old. One recently returned to
Israel and another left for London, so I have
just the two girls now. Israel is their home, and
Hebrew is their first language.  

Do you speak Hebrew?
No, I don’t. The girls will speak Hebrew to each
other and ask the other what an English word
means. They don’t need to use English much at
this age because Hebrew is spoken in their
homes, at the Jewish market and in their
synagogue.

What is a typical day like in your
classroom?
I’m not sure there is a “typical” day. The girls
have Hebrew instruction all morning with a
Hebrew teacher in this room, so we share the
space with my English “word wall” on one side
and Hebrew posters of the temple and highly
respected rabbis on the other side of the room.
They are supposed to speak only Hebrew in the
morning and only English in the afternoon
when I have them.  

English and math are the priority subjects, but
they love to do hands-on science experiments.
The school day doesn’t always play out like what I
have on paper. With just two students, we can be a
little more relaxed and spend time on projects the
girls want to work on. We get through a lot of
things rather quickly, so we do experiments, and
I’m trying to get them to write more.
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“It’s rewarding
when they can see
a different future
for themselves.”

“I never know what I’m going to learn
from them, and I want so badly to teach
them something in return.”
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What are some things that are done
differently here than at other schools?
When writing a print letter “t,” the tail of the
“t” must curve to the right rather than
appearing as the sign of the cross. When I
forget, the girls are quick to correct me! Also,
because they observe kosher laws, I can’t bring
any kind of food to class for rewards or parties.
One of the girls has a birthday coming up and
asked if we could have a party. In another
school, I could bring cupcakes or some other
sort of treat, but I can’t do that here. I just
have to think differently about how we can
celebrate.  

Our school year operates on “winter hours”
and “summer hours,” which facilitates their
Sabbath observance. During the winter months,
when sunset comes earlier, the girls are
excused earlier in the day on Fridays so they
can go home and help their mothers prepare
the Sabbath meal, according to their tradition.
There are 615 Jewish laws that they observe,
and the girls are very aware of what they can
and cannot do and why.

You are not Jewish; has it been difficult
to adapt to such a different culture?
I grew up in Postville, so I don’t have the same
“culture shock” that others might when they
learn about the very specific customs and
rituals of the Hasidic Jews. I knew coming in
that it would be very different. It is fun to come
every day, but it’s such a challenge. The girls
ask me, “Have you been to New York?" and, of
course, “Have you been to Israel?” I guess I
haven’t gone very far. They tell me, “You haven’t
been anywhere! I’m younger than you and I’ve
been more places.”  

What do you find most rewarding about
your work?
The girls teach me things, too. They teach me
about Jewish ways and tell me how it’s done
and why.  Sometimes when they leave, they’ll
tell me, “This was a fun day.” Some days it just
clicks; and when it clicks, it’s wonderful. I
never know what I’m going to learn from them,
and I want so badly to teach them something in
return.
_________________________________

You covered a lot of ground in your
teaching career.
I taught kindergarten for 35 years, 30 of those
with the United States Department of Defense
Overseas School System. I taught for five years in
Beloit, Wisconsin; six years in Puerto Rico on
Roosevelt Roads Navy Base; four years in Seoul,
South Korea, on an Army base near the
demilitarized zone (DMZ); four years in Kefelavik,
Iceland, at a NATO base; ten years in Cuba at the
Guantanamo Bay Navy Base; and six years in
Okinawa, Japan, at Kadena Air Force Base.

When did you know that this is what
you wanted to do?
When I was teaching in Wisconsin, I took a
skiing trip to Austria.  One day it snowed 46
inches and the slopes were closed.  When the
roads were cleared, I decided to take a walk
and came across a German kindergarten and
went inside.  I was very impressed with how
well-behaved the children were and how they
sat and listened to their teacher.  That’s when I
decided that I wanted to teach overseas.  My
teacher roommate was eager to join me, so she
found the address for the school in Puerto Rico
and we both applied.  We had a phone call
from the superintendent who called from
Chicago’s O’Hare airport and said if we could

get there, he would interview us for two
positions that had recently opened up at the
school.  So we went and we were both hired on
the spot.

Tell us about your students.
My students were children of American military
personnel and U.S. civilians. The children were
multicultural and multilingual. Some of the
children had one parent who was from the
other country and some of the children
themselves had been born there, so our classes
were often multicultural and multilingual, even
though all instruction was in English with ESL
for those who needed it. Their parents had
volunteered for military service and were, for
the most part, happy about their assignments.
This helped the children to adapt to their new
home more quickly. The children were quite
used to traveling and were savvy about how to
get around–they were very comfortable using
passports, taking the trains, using foreign
money and eating local foods.

With the parents on active duty, how
involved could they be in their child’s
schooling?
Many parents volunteered in the classrooms!
The commander on the base always knew when
it was conference time, and parents were
released from their duties to come to the
school to meet with their child’s teacher. We
had four classroom parties each year, and I
always liked having parents come to our parties
so we could entertain them. It was so important
to the children, as they liked having their
parents visit their room.

What were some of the challenges you
faced while teaching abroad?
Aside from the ski trip, I had never traveled
outside of the United States. The day that I
arrived in Puerto Rico, there were hurricane
warnings, and buildings and houses were all
boarded up. It rained almost every day, and
sometimes we couldn’t get into the school
because the gates were flooded. When I arrived

“I really think I was meant to teach 
children. I never pass up a chance to teach
them something, even if it’s a song or game
from my repertoire. Now I think I’m meant
to teach adults how to teach children.”

Pam Whitmore, ’65
Department of Defense Overseas School System,
Kindergarten
Puerto Rico, South Korea, Iceland, Cuba and Japan
Assistant Professor, Upper Iowa University
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in South Korea, the country was on full alert. It
was a seven-second missile shot from North
Korea and everywhere you looked there were
men with guns. In Iceland, it snowed from
October to May and was windy all the time. It’s
also the “Land of the Midnight Sun,” so part of
the year experienced 24 hours of darkness. We
had flashlights in case the power went out.
We’d have just a few hours of dusk from 10:00
a.m. to 2:00 p.m., and we’d send the kids to
recess during that time. In Cuba, a communist
country, we were confined to the base and had
evacuation drills. There were guard towers,
minefields and barbed wire; and planes left on
Tuesdays and Fridays only. In Okinawa things
were so expensive off base–$2,000 a month for
a small apartment, $500 a month for electricity,
$1,500 to have a phone hooked up–so we were
always looking for the best yen rate. The time
difference was a challenge everywhere to try to
communicate with friends and family in the
States.

How did your international experience
change you?
I grew up in Dysart, Iowa, where there is very
little racial or cultural diversity. After all those
years in other countries, I have learned that we
aren’t all that different. I learned to see beyond
race and culture and simply see a group of
kids. And kids don’t see each other with racial
or ethnic labels; they just see their friends.  

After you “retired” from teaching
kindergarten all those years, how did
you find your way back to UIU?
When I came back to the States, I inquired
about recertification to teach in Iowa. I spoke
with Gail Moorman-Behrens in Upper Iowa’s
Education Department, and found out that I
would need to take, of all things, a diversity
class. I joked that with my years of experience
teaching overseas, I could probably teach the
course! Not long after that, I applied for a
position with Upper Iowa as a teacher

education liaison between the Fayette Campus
and the Waterloo Center. When a faculty
position opened up in the education
department in Fayette, I inquired about it, and
Gail remembered our conversation. I never did
take that diversity class, but I have taught
“Diversity for Teachers” now about nine times.  

I spend a lot of time in local classrooms
supervising field experience students and
student teachers, so I’m always with kids. 
I really think I was meant to teach children.
When I’m with kids, I never pass up a chance
to teach them something, even if it’s a song or
game from my repertoire. Now I think I’m
meant to teach adults how to teach children.
UIU prepared me to be a teacher, and by
teaching here, I feel like I’m giving something
back. Everything I do here is for the students. 
I am giving my students the hands-on
experiences I feel are essential to prepare them
to be the best teachers they can be.

The UIU Logo Store
Shop the Logo Store for men’s and women’s 
UIU apparel, executive gifts, and accessories.

563-425-5248
M-F, 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Garbee Hall, Lower Level
Fayette Campus

www.uiu.edu/logostore

Our most popular
items are 
available online!



Ray Unger
President,
Registered
Investment Advisor
Unger Capital
Management, Inc.

Teaches: Corporate
Finance,
Macro/Micro 
Economics, Risk Analysis, Money & Banking
UIU Center: Madison, Wisconsin

It just makes sense to take a “money and
banking” class taught by a former banker.
That your economics instructor

successfully owns and operates a financial
management business is a good sign that he has
had some experience and success in this area.

Ray Unger founded Unger Capital Management,
Inc., in 1993 after a successful career in
banking. His three years of teaching adult
learners at the Madison Center is not a
stretch–it mirrors the work he does with clients
every day. “I consider my job to be educating
clients on how to make a good investment.
People are always talking about the jargon in
finance, but once you understand it, it really is
not that difficult.” In addition to a March 2004
appearance on CNN’s Money Gang, Unger writes

a financial column in the Madison Capital
Times newspaper addressing economic trends
and investment strategies. “The reason people
read my column is because they can under-
stand it. I love to tell people how things work.”

He describes his teaching style saying, “I am
not a typical teacher. I will stand in front of the
class and give some opening comments about
our topic for the day, but then I actually walk
into the class and stand next to the students and
ask them questions and lead them in discus-
sion. If you take my class, you had better be
prepared to talk.”  

That’s not to say that it’s all just talk; students
also have daily quizzes in problem solving.
“Going through the motions of solving a
problem helps students understand the mate-
rial, not just reading about it. I encourage stu-
dents to think through and debate controversial
topics. We’ll talk about school vouchers, for
example. Economically, is this a good option?
Bad? What do you think? Why? Draw a chart.
Draw a graph. Show me why.  

Unger’s classes range from 17-30 students,
most of whom are mature learners who he
describes as highly motivated, incredibly hard
workers, and serious about their education.

“Some students in my class have taken finance
classes before, and I ask them, ‘What did you
learn?’ and they’ll say, ‘Nothing.’ If anyone ever
said that about my class, I would die of shame.
When you leave my class, you will know the
basics of the course.”  

His teaching philosophy was honed by teacher
training programs at the Madison Center where
he was introduced to the writings of educator
and author Parker Palmer. “Palmer said it’s not
so much what you teach, but how you
teach–your energy and enthusiasm. If my class
is boring, it’s my fault.”

Unger studies economics quite a lot in his job,
and preparing for the classroom has helped
him become even more aware of economic
research. “I enjoy the interaction with the stu-
dents, it’s a lot of fun, but teaching is harder
than people think; when you have to teach
something, you really have to know it and you
actually become better at it.”

Ray Unger holds both a bachelor’s degree and
an MBA from the University of Wisconsin-
Milwaukee.

Eileen Boggess
Author and Former
Teacher
Self-employed

Teaches:
Developmental Reading
and Literature:
Birth through Adolescence
UIU Center: Des Moines, Iowa

After teaching seven years in Waterloo and
Urbandale, Iowa, Eileen Boggess chose to leave
her middle school classroom to raise her chil-
dren. At the end of her last year of teaching, she
gave her students an assignment to write a
sixteen-page book, and she told them she
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ThoseWhoCan...Teach
In an edition dedicated to teachers and education, we cannot miss the

opportunity to feature the professionals who teach in the Extended

University as adjunct instructors. Upper Iowa University recruits instruc-

tors with advanced degrees who can share their “real-world” experience

and professional success with their students. They know that employers

are seeking graduates with an understanding of today’s marketplace;

and our adjunct instructors are able to present both the theories that

define their field as well as their practical applications. We mean it kindly

when we say, “Please, don’t quit your day job!”
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would write one, too. Her short story grew into
a novel, and she was pleased to take it back to
school the next fall to show her students how
she had spent her summer vacation.

Her “assignment” turned into a new career
path writing young adult fiction. She has met
with an editor and is seeking to have the novel
published. Her second novel is already
underway.

“Developmental reading and literature” taught
by a teacher-turned-author? What a “novel”
idea! “I attend writers’ conferences where I
meet authors and editors, publishers and illus-
trators. I can give students insight into different
children’s authors because I have met them.”   

Boggess’ teaching philosophy is centered on
learning through, of all things, stories. She has
found that her role as a university instructor
has some similarities to her days of teaching
middle schoolers: “I want to engage them, help
them enjoy literature, get them excited about
learning and show them that books can change
their lives.” She sees teaching at the university
level as the best of both worlds. “We spend
time in class talking about books; then I go
home and write. I am exposed to various
authors and good writers in my class prepara-
tion, which informs my writing.”

Boggess has taught in the Des Moines Center’s
teacher education program for just over a year.
She also supervises several of Upper Iowa’s
student teachers and observes them in the class-
room six times throughout the semester. “The
student teachers I have observed are out-
standing. They are ready to go into a classroom.”

Eileen Boggess holds a bachelor’s degree in
elementary education and an MAE in middle
school education, both from the University of
Northern Iowa.

Loras Even ’86
Managing Director
RSM McGladrey, Inc.

Teaches: Marketing 
UIU Center(s):
Waterloo, Iowa; 
External Degree

So much marketing is done through electronic
media these days, primarily through the internet.
“Dot com” businesses were heralded as the next
big thing in the 1990s, and several of them found
their way into textbooks illustrating innovation in
the field of online commerce.

An informational technology professional with 24
years in the field, Loras Even is able to give a
“real life” perspective on the theoretical exam-
ples found in the text. “With the rapid rate of
change in technology, any book written on
internet-related marketing may be out of date
within a year of publication. Some of the busi-
nesses once spotlighted as model companies are
now bankrupt or out of business completely. 
We talk about some of those ‘dead’ companies.
They obviously had a business plan for what they
thought they were going to do, but why didn’t it
work? What were their assumptions?” 

Even’s observations on such “flash-in-the-pan”
businesses are informed by his work as a
director in an established, national company
that knows how to innovate and whose business
involves helping other companies innovate.
Loras and his team of 40 employees work with
clients in financial institutions to review their
web sites and databases. They map out strate-
gies to help their clients meet compliance
requirements for privacy and security. “The
regulatory environment is growing increasingly
strict. The rules are often confusing and 
somewhat technical.”  

As a graduate student seeking an MBA, Even
was often frustrated by professors who had
never been out of the classroom, whose 
examples of “the real world of business” were
always secondhand. Even’s students can be sure
that this pattern will not be repeated in his
classroom.  

Even, in turn, reaps benefits from his teaching
experience. “My business presentations and
seminars have improved. I keep them informal
and educational, the way I keep my classes. 
My responsibilities to employees are similar to
those for my students—I need to provide 
guidance, direction and motivation.”  

Loras Even has been teaching at his alma mater
since 1989, and he enjoys “keeping tradition
alive.” “Students are here for a reason. They
have goals that are not much different from
mine when I was a student at the Waterloo
Center.” His work regularly puts him in touch
with fellow UIU alumni, especially those from
the Waterloo and Des Moines centers. “All
speak highly of their programs and share how
they have been able to take what they have
learned to further their careers.”

In addition to his bachelor’s degree from Upper
Iowa University, Loras Even earned an MBA at
Syracuse University.

Dr. Paul Gregoire
Licensed Professional
Counselor,
Ordained Minister
Dean of Admissions/Registrar
New Orleans Baptist
Theological Seminary

Teaches: Social Psychology
UIU Center: Jackson Barracks, Louisiana

If you want something done, ask a busy
person–someone like Paul Gregoire, who reviews
admission records by day, teaches psychology by
night and pastors a church on Sunday.

In addition to seventeen years in higher educa-
tion administration, Gregoire has been teaching
at the college level since 1990 and describes
himself as “fair, consistent and thick-skinned.”
That might be a good combination considering
that he recently began teaching with UIU at
Jackson Barracks, the headquarters for the
Louisiana National Guard.  

Gregoire teaches social psychology–the study of
how we see others and how we see ourselves–
and his UIU classroom could be a case study. “I
have students from a variety of military branches
(Coast Guard, Army, National Guard) with a
variety of ranks (officers, enlisted, civilians). The
students relate to one another on multiple levels
beyond gender, ethnicity and geography. His
counseling background is evident as he strives to
develop personal connections with his students.
He acknowledges, “I’m there for them, they’re
not there for me.”

The philosophy of counseling is to identify where
people are coming from, where they are now and
where they are going. A lot of people are coming
and going from military bases these days, and a
pastor/counselor is a nice sort of person to have
around. In fact, a support group is being developed
on the base to provide counseling for families of
deployed soldiers. For Gregoire, “Being there for
the students means being there for their families.”

Compared with other educational environments,
Dr. Gregoire says that respect for authority is very
clear at Jackson Barracks. “Yes, sirs” and “No,
sirs” aside, there is a mutual respect there. 
“They call me ‘Dr.’ because of my earned PhD,
but I have a lot of respect for my students. They
deserve a certain respect. They protect my
freedom, and that keeps me off my pedestal.”

Paul Gregoire earned a bachelor’s degree in
psychology from The University of the State of
New York. He also holds a master of religious
education degree and a PhD in psychology and
counseling; both were earned at New Orleans
Baptist Theological Seminary.



The 26,400 square foot Andres Center
for Business and Education, to be
completed by the fall, 2005, will

become the new home for two of the University’s
academic cornerstones. This new facility will
provide classroom space and technology that will
benefit all of our students on the Fayette Campus.

Highlights include:
11 classrooms
2 computer labs
2 conference rooms
28 faculty offices
1 80-seat auditorium

Fund-a-Foot 
Campaign Update
To date, over 13,512 feet have been funded,
and we are thankful for the alumni, faculty and
staff and trustees who have already contributed.  

Your gift of $170 will fund one square foot of
the Andres Center, which includes the actual
construction cost as well as furniture and
equipment for the building. Remember that
your Andres Center gift can be made over a
period of up to five years. When you choose to
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Thank you for being here with us today, sharing in
our absolute JOY of the groundbreaking for the
new Andres Center for Business and Education.

Many students judge the quality of education by
the appearance of the facilities. Now, the
physical structure can reflect the knowledge
being taught. This donation by the Andres
family is one that will entice other business
majors to attend Upper Iowa University. For that
I am grateful.  

Abby Keppler 
Business Major
West Union, Iowa

In the Andres Center for Business and
Education, each professor will have his or her
own office. In Edgar, there is one office that is
shared by three professors. When professors
have their own offices, they will be much more
easily accessible to students and our meetings
will be more personal. After all, small schools
specialize in personal education.

Adam Hildebrandt
Education Major
Sumner, Iowa

Our classrooms in Alexander-Dickman were
never designed for the kind of teaching we do
today, especially the level of technology we use.
The wiring on the third floor won’t support
computers and window air conditioners
running at the same time without blowing a
circuit… In contrast, our new space in the
Andres Center for Business and Education will
provide comfortable, attractive, accessible and
up-to-date facilities with the flexibility to meet
our needs for years to come.

The bottom line (always a favorite for us
business folk) is that this facility will position
us to grow the University’s business programs
and develop graduates who have the skills to be
successful in an increasingly sophisticated work
environment. In addition, just the knowledge
that our dream will soon become a reality has
reenergized the faculty and given us a renewed
sense of purpose. Therefore, I think I speak for
all the faculty of the business division when I
say thanks to Betty and Bill Andres for their
vision, and to all the faculty, staff and students
before us whose hard work and commitment
have brought us to this point.

Lynn Isvik
Division Chair, Business

I tell our students, our faculty, our center
teacher education coordinators and others that
our focus is the PreK-12 students in the
schools. Our mission is clear if we keep that
focus: to give those students the best
teachers—knowledgeable, accountable,
competent, dynamic, passionate teachers. 

As evidenced by the many achievements of this
University in its Extended University centers,
External Degree program, Online Program, and
as evidenced most recently in its Residential
University in this gathering and groundbreaking

Introducing the 
Andres Center 
for Business and Education

“Fund-a-Foot,” your name will be prominently
displayed in the building as a lasting tribute to
your generosity.

Monthly    Actual
over 5 years      Cost

Fund-a-Foot $2.83           $170
Or jump in 
with both feet! $5.66 $340
Or fund your (we’ll never tell)
shoe size!                                                  

Join us as we put our 
best foot forward!

For information on naming
opportunities, contact
Michelle Rourke, 
Director of University
Advancement, at 
563-425-5387 or
rourkem@uiu.edu.
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for the beautiful Andres Center for Business and
Education, we are “thriving.” Maya Angelou
said, “Surviving is important; thriving is
elegant.” We are truly an elegant University.

Gail Moorman Behrens
Division Chair, Education

Betty (’46) Andres and her late husband
Bill (’48) have been dedicated to Upper Iowa
University and improving the physical

environment at the Fayette Campus, where they
met. Betty studied elementary education and
taught in Iowa schools for many years. Bill
studied business and, at the time of his
retirement, was the CEO of the Dayton-Hudson
Corporation. Though their philanthropy has
touched many areas of the University, this
project represents their shared dream for
Upper Iowa’s future. Betty announced a
significant lead gift for this project in January,
2004, saying, “Bill and I have always loved
Upper Iowa. We earned our degrees at Upper
Iowa, and that was always very important to us.”

The Andres family gathered in Fayette for
the May 7, 2004, groundbreaking for the
new Andres Center. The facility will open
for classes in the fall of 2005.
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Congratulations and best wishes 
to our newest alumni!

Graduates from the 
Class of 2004:
Fayette, IA 137
Waterloo, IA 81
Des Moines, IA 177
Elkhorn, WI 5
Janesville/Beloit, WI 50
Madison, WI 83
Milwaukee, WI 74
Prairie du Chien, WI 24
Wausau, WI 61
Ft. Leavenworth, KS 28
Ft. Riley, KS 53
Ft. Polk, LA 52
Jackson Barracks, LA 21
External Degree 46
Online undergraduate: 31
Online MBA 46
Hong Kong 78
Malaysia 17
Singapore 2
Vancouver 13
Associate of Arts 29

It is the honor and privilege of my career to
join you today on this very special occasion.  
I love commencement. When I see the looks on
the faces of the graduates when they come
across the platform and I look out into the
audience and see the many faces of their loved
ones, I am reminded why I am here and why 
I love what I do so much.

The degree that you have earned represents
your investment in this outstanding university.

As your new president, I pledge to you that we will do everything within
our power to add value to your degrees, to the investment that you have
made in us. Expect and demand that from us, and when called upon,
help us fulfill this most important responsibility.

Dr. Alan Walker
20th President of Upper Iowa University

The 146th Spring 

I am truly honored to have
been presented with an
honorary degree from a place
that I hold in such high regard.
Let me add that I am very
impressed with and proud of
the renaissance that has come
about at Upper Iowa University
during the last several years. I
congratulate the trustees,
faculty and administration for
designing the programs that have become so successful at the University.
I especially congratulate the graduates; your Upper Iowa education has
prepared you to move on to your next life experiences. I wish you all the
best of good fortune in your future endeavors.  

Dr. Waldo Walker, ’53, ’04H
B.S., Biology
Doctor of Science, Honorary
Grinnell, Iowa
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When you first came to Upper Iowa, you
probably brought a few F’s with you: You may
have brought some fear, your home may be far
away and there were new experiences to face,
or you may have left behind some close
friends. 

But while you were here, I am sure you picked
up some more F’s: You may have fallen, but
found a friend to help you up. An instructor may

not have been your favorite, but pushed you to do better and you did fine.
You were free to be yourself; flattered by your new-found independence,
and found new friends you will keep for a lifetime.

Shari Davis, ’04
B.A., Elementary Education
Tripoli, Iowa

It seems like yesterday that I sent a note to UIU’s
online support team asking for help in finding my
first online class. And here we are today…just a
few moments away from hearing our names
called to accept our degrees. It really does seem
like we have all reached the end of our long
journey–doesn’t it? But before you sell your last
textbook, pay the first installment on your student
loan, or shut off the monitor, keep in mind that it
is not the end of the journey but rather the

introduction to a great book that is yet to be written.
Randy Scott, ’02, ’04
B.S., Management
MBA, Organizational Development
Kettering, Ohio

Commencement
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Upper Iowa
University
welcomes
20th
president,
Dr. Alan
Walker
After a year-long

search, Upper Iowa University’s Board of
Trustees voted to name Dr. Alan Walker as
the University’s twentieth president.  

Walker, who joined the UIU community on
July 1, was previously the vice provost of
academic affairs for extended university
programs at Western Michigan University in
Kalamazoo, Mich. His responsibilities there
included the daily operation of six branch
campuses, as well as distance education
and noncredit programs offering more
than 40 graduate and undergraduate
degree programs. He has more than 20
years of progressively responsible
administrative and leadership experience
in postsecondary and higher education.  

“I found Upper Iowa University attractive
because it is an ascending institution and
the kind of university where a president
can have personal relationships at all levels
of the academy, which, by the way, is
exactly what I discovered students find
attractive about UIU.”

Walker is joined in Fayette by his wife,
Debbie, and their daughter, Emily. “My
family and I are excited about moving to
Fayette and becoming part of the
community. Our nation was built on
communities like Fayette and schools like
UIU,” said Walker. “There is a very rich
heritage here.” 

Dr. Walker holds degrees in Fire Science
(AS), College of Southern Idaho; Trade and
Industrial Technical Education (BS),
University of Idaho; Adult/Vocational
Education (MEd), University of Idaho; and
Higher Education Policy and
Administration (PhD), University of Kansas.

Upper Iowa University
seeks WWII Memorabilia
Upper Iowa University continues to seek
memorabilia from all alumni who served in
the military, as well as from friends and
families of alumni, to be honored in a new
indoor display which opened in May in
Garbee Hall.

“We’re looking for letters, pictures,
postcards, journals, awards, uniform items,
or anything else that will help us illustrate
who these people were and what their
experiences were like,” said Linda Hoopes,
director of admissions for Upper Iowa, and
a driving force behind the display. “We
currently have a Purple Heart and two
American flags presented at the funerals of
two alums.” 

Anyone wanting to donate to the 
display on a “permanent loan” basis
may contact Linda Hoopes by mail at
Upper Iowa University, 605 Washington
Street, Fayette, Iowa, 52142, or call 
563-425-5279.

Student Alumni Chapter 
helps students and alumni 
“Get Connected!”
The Student Alumni Chapter (SAC) was
founded in January with eleven students.

The purpose of the student organization is
to help Fayette Campus students “get
connected” with their university and with
UIU alumni. SAC members distributed their
first newsletter, Peacock Pathways, in
March featuring alumni interviews and
career tips for juniors and seniors. In its
first year, SAC has established the Young
Alumni Award and will have an active roll
in upcoming homecoming activities.

Madison Center
establishes honor society
Rho Alpha Sigma (Returning Adult Honor
Society (RAS), is the first official student
organization in UIU’s Extended University.
The organization was established to
provide students the opportunity to develop
leadership and professional qualities.

According to Leona Lewis, academic
advisor at the Madison Center and RAS
advisor, “It is important for graduates to
have skills they can include on their
resume in addition to the work experience
in their backgrounds. This honor society is
one way UIU can help them become more
competitive in the marketplace.” 

The requirements for membership are
intended to be as inclusive as possible–a
minimum GPA of 3.00 and $20 annual
dues. Throughout the year, students
developed bylaws, elected officers and
conducted their meetings following
Roberts’ Rules of Order. One of their first
activities was a gift-wrapping project at a
bookstore over the holidays. Proceeds
were distributed as a series of student
scholarships and presented at the Madison
Center graduate recognition banquet
March 26. 
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Members of RAS gain valuable experience,
receive a certificate and memento, and the
satisfaction of knowing they have started a
new tradition at UIU that will benefit students
at the Madison Center for many years.  

Milwaukee launches
alumni chapter
Alumni from a variety of UIU locations have
formed an alumni chapter in Milwaukee,
Wisconsin. The group has already held a
local fundraiser and is planning a golf
tournament for early fall. To learn more
about how you can be involved, contact
Schimmica Cahn (’03), chapter
president, at khamisc@aol.com or call
414-607-0139.

Alumni night
with the 
Colorado Rockies
UIU alumni in the Denver area are invited
to join us for “Alumni Night with the
Colorado Rockies” on August 20. Come
and meet Dr. Alan Walker, UIU’s new
president, and meet other UIU alumni who
live in your area. The activities include a
picnic meal at Coors Field at 5:00 p.m.
followed by a 7:30 p.m. game vs. the
Montreal Expos. The stands will be packed
with alumni from a number of colleges and
universities. Each participating school’s
name will appear in the program and on
the scoreboard. Cost for this event is $25
per person, which includes both the dinner
and the game. Contact Cindy Carpenter,
Director of Alumni Relations, at
carpenterc@uiu.edu or call 
1-800-553-4150 x 5.

UIU announces new Online
graduate program
Upper Iowa University’s Online Program is
now accepting applications for its new
master of public administration (MPA)
degree, with classes beginning in October. 

The accredited MPA degree program is
designed to provide learners opportunities
to develop skill-sets and knowledge in

areas specific to administration of public
organizations, public policy, leadership of
staff, and management of funding,
budgeting and organizational process. The
program provides a balance of quantitative
and qualitative studies, theory and real
world application. Students may choose an
emphasis in health and human services,
criminal justice or public personnel
management.

UIU currently has over 500 undergraduate
and MBA students in the Online Program
with strong growth expected with the
implementation of the new MPA program.
Many UIU undergraduate alumni have
requested this program, and UIU is pleased
to provide an additional opportunity for
them to further their educational goals.
For more information about the MPA
program visit www.uiu.edu/online or
call 866-225-2808.

Upper Iowa
University MBA degree
named “Best Buy”
Upper Iowa University’s Online master of
business administration degree program
has been named a “Top 25 Best Buy MBA”
by GetEducated.com, a counseling center
dedicated to showcasing accredited online
degrees.

A Top 25 Best Buy means that Upper Iowa
delivers a high-quality distance education
to a national audience at tuition below the
national average. Upper Iowa was ranked
number 17, beating out more than 100
other accredited distance-learning MBA
programs nationwide.

David Binder, Online Program director at
Upper Iowa, attributes the “Best Buy”
selection to program quality, in addition to
affordable tuition. “Faculty members for
the MBA program are selected for a
combination of academic credentials and
real world business experience,” Binder
said. “About 80 percent of our MBA faculty
members are doctorally qualified, and all
are practitioners in their fields.” 

UIU’s Extended University
hits the road
Staff from the Extended
University frequently
participate in trade
shows, career fairs and
education exhibits to
promote the programs
and increase awareness
of UIU distance learning
programs. In February,
Wayne Converse, Regional Director for the
Military Centers, and Barb Schultz (’96),
Director of External Degree (pictured),
attended the Council of College and
Military Educators (CCME) conference
held in California. CCME is the only
national organization for professional
military educators. Sponsoring a booth
gave UIU representatives the opportunity to
learn more about education needs and
network with education specialists from all
branches of the armed services.

Other exhibits in the past few months have
included the Fire Department Instructors’
Conference attended by over 25,000
firefighters from around the world;
WorldatWork in Boston; National Institute
for Staff and Organizational Development in
Austin, Texas, for community college
partnerships; American Society for Training
and Development in Washington, D.C.; and
the Society for Human Resources
Management in New Orleans. Look for UIU
later this year at the U.S. Law Enforcement
Conference & Expo in Washington, D.C.;
Benefits Management & Forum Expo in San
Diego; and the International Assembly of
Chiefs of Police in Los Angeles.

The flexible, affordable and accessible
distance learning programs at UIU continue
to grow in popularity as we gain national
recognition at both the undergraduate and
graduate level. If you are aware of an
opportunity that would provide exposure
and recruiting avenues for UIU
programs, please contact Kathy
Wenthold at 800-366-0581 or email
wentholdk@uiu.edu.
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the small feed mill to a country elevator.
Pattison also added a Mississippi River
terminal in Clayton to his operations in
1969, as well as a 40-acre mine
downstream of the terminal in 1983 which
he used to store up to 8 million bushels of
grain underground. He added a state-of-
the-art grain handling facility there in 1994
and a grain-cleaning facility in Fayette in
1999. In 1976, Arnetta Pattison, Bernard’s
wife, became an active partner in the
business, and has been since.

The award is represented
by the sculpture “The
Entrepreneur” by Dean
Kermit Allison, which
depicts the self-made
man in his struggle to
chisel himself from
common stone. The

sculpture is one of the pieces in the
University’s Sculpture Education Program,
and can be viewed on the Fayette Campus.

“Green Goddess” statue
gets Extreme Makeover
Since the fall of the “Green Goddess” in
early March, the statue that once stood on
top of Alexander-Dickman Hall has been
shipped away for repair. She succumbed to
strong winds and fell about 40 feet to the
building’s roof.

Physical plant
employees built a crate
for the hollow copper
statue to ensure no
further damage on her
journey to the McKay
Lodge Conversation
Laboratory in Oberlin, Ohio. This company
specializes in the renovation of historical
art objects including sculptures, print and
watercolors.  

The company expects the repair to be
complete by late fall, when she will be
returned to her perch overlooking Fayette.
A resetting dedication will be planned for
that event.
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Bernard Pattison receives
Entrepreneur Award
On May 6, Upper Iowa University trustees
presented the Entrepreneur Award to long-
time Fayette resident and businessman
Bernard Pattison. The Entrepreneur Award
was created in 1997 to recognize the
creativity, personal energy, vision, passion
and commitment entrepreneurs require to
succeed. Pattison, president and CEO of
Pattison Bros., Inc., in Fayette, is only the
fourth person to receive this award.

After his military service in the mid-1950s,
Pattison attended Upper Iowa University
while maintaining his involvement in the
business. Pattison has steadily increased
his business over the last 50 years, growing

Pictured L-R:  ROW 1: Jack Barlow(’66), Kathleen Barlow, Renee
Rothmeyer ROW 2: Jim Sandefer (’75), Rita Sandefer, Terry Reeves
(’66), Katie Holaday, Loula Tesfai, Jenny O’Neill, Kari Solheim, Ed Derr,
Genevieve Baker (’36), Bill Schupbach (’49), Jan Schupbach, Georgia
Mitchell (’41), Warren Mitchell (’42)  ROW 3: Daryl Grove, Mistie
Holaday, Megan Rabelhofer, Clare Baker

Spring Break Trip to Arizona
Six students and three UIU staff spent spring break in
Tucson, Arizona, to spread Peacock Spirit through
community service.  The group cleaned a hiking trail

at Sabino Canyon, spent
valuable time with residents
of the Santa Rita Care Center
and worked on a Habitat for
Humanity project.
Highlights of the trip
included an alumni
reception at the home of

Jack Barlow (’66), visiting Mexico, attending a
Cubs/Diamondbacks exhibition game and visiting the
St. Xavier Mission School–just to name a few!
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Peacock Ath le t ics

• Sophomore 
Aaron Gardiner
(Kansas City, Mo.)
• 200-meter dash:  22.94

• Junior Frank Roth
(Des Moines, Iowa)
• 500-meter dash:  1:08.91

• Junior Aaron Maar
(Stuart, Fla.)
• 35-pound weight throw:    

48-3.5

• Senior Bob Rawlins
(Kellogg, Iowa)
• Hammer throw:  131-11

• Men’s outdoor relays:
• 4x200 relay – 
Jermaine Washington, 
Aaron Gardiner, Kyle 
Hite, Marque Glenn, 1:33.77 

• 4x300 relay – Jermaine Washington, 
Jacques Armstrong, Marque Glenn,
Aaron Gardiner, 2:24.71 

• Sprint medley – Jermaine Washington,
Jacques Armstrong, Derrick McLaughlin,
Samuel (Aaron) Etienne, 3:49.32 

honors from the College Sports 
Information Directors of America (CoSIDA).
She leaves the Peacock softball program 
with 10 career offensive records:  
• At bats:  single season, 140; career, 430
• Walks: single season, 19; career, 56
• Batting average: single season, .421
• Hits:  career, 180
• Doubles:  career, 41
• Home runs:  career, 24
• Runs:  career, 109
• RBIs:  career, 98
• Slugging percentage:  career, .742
• On-base percentage:  career, .486

• Junior Priscilla Rubalcava
(Freedom, Calif.)
• Home runs:  single season, 12
• RBIs:  single season, 34

• Freshman Jena Kilburg (Bellevue, Iowa) 
• Hits:  single season, 65
• Doubles:  single season, 16
• Runs:  single season, 41
• Stolen bases:  single season, 22

• Sophomore pitcher Angie Weber
(Hastings, Minn.) 
• Wins:  single season, 15
• Strikeouts:  single season, 224
• Shutouts:  single season, 5

Baseball
• Mark Danker won his 

100th game as head 
baseball coach when 
UIU swept a doubleheader from St. Mary’s 
on March 28. He ended his fifth season as 
Peacock coach with 114 victories.

Track and Field
• Junior Edna Cheung

(Long Beach, Calif.)
• 100-meter high 

hurdles: 16.27
• Long jump: 17-2.5
• Triple jump:  35-9.25

• Sophomore Amanda 
Meitner (St. Ansgar, Iowa)
• Hammer throw:  130-4

• Senior Kyle Hite
(Los Angeles, Calif.)
• 60-meter dash:  7.05

Football
Season reserved seat $ 30.00
Single-game reserved seat $   7.00
Single-game general admission $   6.00
*VIP package $  80.00

Basketball
Season reserved seat $ 70.00
Single-game reserved seat $   7.00
Single-game general admission ticket $   6.00
*VIP package $160.00

*VIP package includes two reserved season  
tickets, priority parking and hospitality privileges

Football/Basketball 
combined VIP packages $200.00

Contact Pat Klinge in the Athletic
Department for more information at
klingep@uiu.edu or call 1-800-553-4150 x 2.

2004-05 priority 

season ticket packages

Peacock Athletes Break

Records

Softball
The team finished 28-18, marking their
second consecutive winning season, the first
two winning seasons in program history.
The 28 wins also marked a school best,
surpassing last year’s 21-win campaign. UIU
also finished 13-5 against Iowa Conference
competition, including wins over perennial
powers Central (the first win over Central in
school history), Coe and Wartburg.
• Brent Kuker won his 

100th game as a head 
softball coach when UIU 
defeated St. Ambrose on 
March 12. He wrapped 
up the season with 121 
career wins.

• Senior Chyanne Kleve
(Waucoma, Iowa) 
received All-American 

Upper Iowa University has announced an
ambitious athletic schedule for the 2004-05
fall and winter sports seasons. The schedule
features four UIU athletic teams batting
Division I in-state rivals

November 6, Football vs. Drake
Drake Stadium, Des Moines

November 7, Wrestling vs. Iowa State University
Council Bluffs High School, Council Bluffs

November 10, Men’s Basketball exhibition 
vs. University of Iowa
Carver Hawkeye Arena, Iowa City

November 14, Women’s Basketball exhibition
vs. University of Northern Iowa
Unidome, Cedar Falls

See the athletics web site for the latest Peacock
headlines: www.uiu.edu/athletics.
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Alumni Awards
Alumni awards were instituted to recognize
outstanding Upper Iowa University alumni
for:
• Service to the University
• Professional accomplishment
• Community service
• Young alumni 
2004 Recipients:
Service to the University:

Bruce Campbell, ’69
Cumming, Iowa
• Member, UIU Board of 

Trustees since 1977; 
Board chair for 12 
years, currently Board   
secretary

• Has given his time, talent and treasure 
to the University

• Active in the search and selection of new 
president

Professional
Accomplishment:
Derek Mosley, ’92
Milwaukee, Wisconsin
• Assistant district 

attorney for 
Milwaukee County, 
1995-2002

• Youngest African 
American to be appointed Municipal Court 
Judge in Milwaukee in 2002

• Established numerous programs and is 
active on multiple boards aimed toward 
building safe communities for children

• Named in Milwaukee Magazine’s “Top 
Lawyers” edition

Peacock Pride – Rising to New Heights!
O c t o b e r  8 - 9 ,  2 0 0 4
Reunion Honor Classes: 1944, 1954, 1964, 1979, 1999

Questions about Homecoming Weekend can be directed to Cindy

Carpenter, Director of Alumni Relations at carpenterc@uiu.edu, or call

1-800-553-4150 x 5.

Calendar of Events: 

Friday, October 8
8 a.m. - 4 p.m. Alumni Registration/Reception (Alumni Center)
9 a.m. - 5 p.m. Logo Store Open (Garbee Hall)
11 a.m. Alumni and Friends Golf Outing (Big Rock Country Club)
6 p.m. & 7 p.m. Hall of Fame Social Hour and Banquet (Garbee Hall)
7 - 9 p.m. In Concert with “The Nadas” (Soccer Field)
9:15 p.m. Bonfire/Pep Rally (South Parking Lot, Recreation Center)

Saturday, October 9
9 a.m. Letter Winners Club Breakfast (Dorman Lobby)
9-10:30 a.m. & Alumni Registration/Class Reunions (Alumni Center)
11:30 a.m.-1 p.m.
9 a.m. Continental Breakfast (Alumni Center)
10 a.m. Walk-through Dedication of Day VIP Suite  

(Dorman Gymnasium)
10:30 a.m. Homecoming Parade (Downtown Fayette)
11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. Tailgate Picnic (Soccer Field)
1 p.m. Football Game vs. Waldorf College (Eischeid Stadium)
3 p.m. Goal Post Party (Big Rock Country Club)
5:30 p.m. & 6:30 p.m. Alumni Social Hour and Banquet  (Garbee Hall)

The Nadas
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Community Service:
Scott Lebin, ’64
Geneva, Illinois
• Memberships include:

Geneva Chamber of 
Commerce, Geneva 
Lion’s Club, Geneva 
City Council, Geneva

School Board, UIU President’s Club

Young Alumni:
The “Young Alumni Award,” sponsored
by the Student Alumni Chapter on the
Fayette Campus, will be given for the first
time this year. This award recognizes a
UIU graduate who is 32 years of age or
younger who has demonstrated leadership
in any of the categories above.

Amy Peterson, ’02 
LaCrescent, Minnesota
• Promoted to sponsorship

coordinator for Miken  
Sports, a worldwide 
manufacturer of baseball  
and softball bats

• “Went from cutting hair to cutting deals 
with universities and companies all over 
the United States.”

Alumni Awards will be given at the
Alumni Banquet on Saturday evening.
See our web site at www.uiu.edu/alumni
to nominate a fellow graduate for an
Alumni Award.

Hall of Fame
The annual Hall of Fame Banquet honors
Upper Iowa University coaches, officials
and athletes for their contributions to their
sport and to the University.  

2004 Inductees:
Tyrone Fambro, ’94 
A four-year wrestling
letter winner from
1990-93, wrestling for
the late Coach Mike
McCready, Fambro
earned his B.S. degree

in physical education. Fambro won a
national championship at 126 pounds for
the Peacocks in 1993. He was a three-time
All-American with a second-place national
finish in 1992 and a fifth-place finish in
1991. Fambro placed in the conference
tournament four times, winning a
conference title in 1993.

Bob Goeller, ’91 
A four-year letter
winner in football
(1987-90) and
wrestling (1988-91),
Goeller earned his
B.A. degree in social science. Goeller was a
two-time wrestling All-American, placing
fifth in 1990 and again in 1991 at
heavyweight. He finished second in the
conference as a senior after previously
earning two third-place conference
finishes. Goeller also earned First Team All-
Conference honors as a football offensive
lineman in 1990.

Mike Vint, ’71 
A letter winner
in golf, Vint
earned his
bachelor’s
degree in
business and

physical education. Vint joined East

Marshall High School as the head softball
coach in 1971. He ranks fourth in the Iowa
Girls High School Athletic Union among
active coaches with 923 wins. His career
record at East Marshall is 923-259,
winning at least 19 games every season.
Vint won 14 consecutive conference titles
and has led five teams to the state
tournament, finishing as a runner-up twice.
In 1996, Vint was inducted into the Softball
Coaches Hall of Fame sponsored by the
Iowa Girls Coaches Association.

Hall of Fame nominations can be
made online at www.uiu.edu/alumni,
or call Pat Klinge in the Athletic
Office at 1-800-553-4150 x 2.

Acacia Fraternity
Reunion
The Acacia fraternity will hold a reunion
celebrating the 30th anniversary of their
charter on Saturday, October 9, during
Homecoming Weekend. Acacia brothers
and their guests are invited to join us for a
tailgate party at the event parking lot south
of the Recreation Center (across the street
from the football stadium on Union Street)
starting at 11:30 a.m. Game time is 1:00
p.m. A happy hour will begin at 5:00 p.m.
at Boike’s Restaurant in downtown Fayette
with dinner to follow at 6:00 p.m. Please
bring any old photos or memorabilia you
have to share. For more information, contact:
Jeff Stavnes, ’76: 712-732-2219 or
jstavnes@iw.net Mike Knickrehm, ’77:
563-289-2107 or iron_mike@mchsi.com

Charter Members: SEATED:
Paul Gansen, Wayne Erickson, 
John Kloster, John Roloff, Joe Tillman,
Steve Foutsch ROW 2: Steve Reid,
Jack Lewis, Dave Foscolo, Larry Smith,
Chuck Hoy ROW 3: John Stavnes,
John Hofmeyer, Bob Gaida, 
Bob Culbertson, Terry Law, Bruce Troe, 
Jon Miller

                                   



Iowa legislators (L-R) Representative Roger
Thomas (’96), Elkader; Representative
Deborah Berry (’98), Waterloo; Senator Mary
Lundby (’71), Marion; Steve Falck (’80),
House of Representatives Legislative
Liaison; and State Auditor David Vaught (’76)
took their Bridge all the way to the Iowa
Capitol building in Des Moines and
gathered for a non partisan Peacock
reunion!

“Take us with you!”
Where in the world will we find The Bridge
next? Take The Bridge with you on your
travels and send us a photo of you with
your Bridge by a distinguishing sign or
landmark. Your photos will appear in
upcoming editions in the Class Notes
section.

Send original photos to:

The Bridge

Upper Iowa University

Alumni Center

P.O. Box 1857

Fayette, IA  52142

Or email high resolution (300 dpi) JPG
images to:  alumni@uiu.edu.

Kathryn (Ranney) Fick (’37) Oelwein, IA, is
proud of her son, Robert, who recently
became president of Mel Foster, Inc., the
largest real estate company in Davenport.

Robert (’39) and Helen (Sandbach) Welch
(’39) Holland, PA, celebrated their 65th
wedding anniversary.

Richard (’40) and Thelma (Martin) Bachman
(’41) Longmont, CO, are enjoying
retirement and are the proud
grandparents to three grandchildren.
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Harvard Barr (’41) Austin, MN, and his wife,
Marie, have their hands full with nine
grandchildren and five great-
grandchildren.

J. Dale Patterson (’42) Osceola, IA, is retired
after many years of teaching and
coaching in Osceola. 

Lucille (Quass) Clemens (’44) Harlingen, TX,
is the proud grandma to a new grandson,
Jacob.

Derryl Dumermuth (’46) Tulare, CA, has
published his first book, A Town Called
Tulare. His second book, Tulare Trivia, A-
Z, is ready to go to the printer. Both
books tell the unique history of this
California town.

Calvin Harms (’48) Sumner, IA, celebrated
his 80th birthday with twin brother Mel
(’48). He is retired from Harms Insurance,
a business which he once owned.

Dean Corson (’49) Bella Vista, AR, was one
of six recently inducted into the Iowa High
School Baseball Hall of Fame. He and his
wife, Virginia, have three grown children.

Jack Kappmeyer (’50) Harpers Ferry, IA, is
having a series of articles published
about his experiences during World War II
in the Waukon Standard.

James Olsen (’52) Medford, OR, married
Elva Mae Gardner at St. Peter’s Lutheran
Church this past February.

Dorothy (Wiley) Carrothers (’53) Dallas, TX,
and her late husband Earl (’51) were
honored for their lifetime dedication to
teaching. Central Elementary School in
Carrollton, Texas, recently dedicated the
school gymnasium to the couple, which
came as an unexpected, but much
appreciated, honor to Dorothy. It was no
surprise to those who knew the couple;
both continued to teach for over ten years
after their “official” retirement, which
followed 30 years of service.  

Ena Lants (’53) Delafield, WI, retired after
41 years of teaching in Pewaukee,
Wisconsin.

Dominic (’56) and Donna (Stalker) Grasso
(’66) Olathe, KS, celebrated their 50th
wedding anniversary in Hawaii with their
family.

Duane (’57) and Shirley (Wildman) Johnson
(’58) Torrence, CA, are living the good life
of retirees. They have two married
daughters and three beautiful
grandchildren.

Richard Menzel (’58) Willard, MO, retired in
August 2003, after serving four
Presbyterian churches in Iowa, Illinois and
Missouri.   

Ruby Pieper (’59) West Union, IA, retired in
1989 after over 50 years of teaching. She
taught for nearly 40 years in the West
Central School District.

Gary Garvin (’60) Galena, IL, sold the family
business, which they owned for 24 years.
He and his wife, Mary, are now retired.

Vera (Oldfather) Rahmiller (’60) St.
Gladstone, MO, celebrated her 90th
birthday. 

Shirley (Jacobson) Rasche (’60) Garner, IA,
retired from teaching and has opened her
own business. 

David Stetson (’61) Bartlett, IL, retired after
30 years in education and five years with
FedEx. He is the proud grandpa to seven
grandchildren. 

Gene Klinge (’62) Harpers Ferry, IA,
coaches in Waukon after over 40 years at
West Central Schools. This past season
he accumulated his 845th win and his first
state championship. 

Jeanine (McLeese) Mathis (’62) Harpers
Ferry, IA, retired from teaching at
Waterville Elementary in the Waukon
school system. She enjoys family time
with husband, Robert.

Patricia Jo Murphy (’62) North Brunswick,
NJ, was honored by her Lincoln
Elementary School colleagues with a
retirement ceremony after nearly 40 years
of teaching. She also received the
Teacher of the Year award from former
students and PTA. 

Jerry (’62) and Patricia (Beach) Sims (’62)
Churdan, IA, have both retired from
teaching.

Eldon Ault (’63) Midland, MI, welcomed a
new granddaughter into the family.
Katherine was born this past August. 

Clement Bodensteiner (’63) Grinnell, IA,
retired from his position as
superintendent for Grinnell-Newburg
Schools.

Wardell Diggs (’63) Des Moines, IA, is the
proud grandfather to two grandchildren,
Kolby and Bryanne.

Donald Dutton (’64) Oshkosh, WI, retired
after serving as principal for the past 27
years at Merrill Middle School.

Betty (Clark) Holty (’64) Spring Grove, MN,
retired two years ago from teaching first
grade at North Winneshiek Community
School.  She now spends time at home
taking care of “the little ones.”

William Huntoon (’64) Marion, IA, retired
after 41 years as a teacher, coach,
principal, administrator and 20 years as
school board president.
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Fremont Ogle (’64) Palm Harbor, FL,
teaches choir music at Zepher Hills High
School.

Walter Pautsch (’64) Skokie, IL, is the proud
grandfather to a new grandson, Nicholas
Matthew. 

Gay (’65) and Frances (Schlumbohm) Bowden
(’67) West Union, IA, celebrated the 40th
anniversary of their UIUnion this past
August.

Bruce Burton (’65) Williams, MN, retired
from his position with Solvay
Pharmaceuticals.

Alicia (Conner) Lewis (’65) Holt, MO, will
retire next year after 38 years of teaching.
She taught for 26 years at Smithville High
School.

Randall Northrop (’65) Carrollton, TX, retired
after 39 years of teaching high school in
the Dallas-Carrollton area. He also
coached football and golf during his
tenure. He plans to spend more time with
his hobbies, especially woodworking.

Freda (Walters Wittman) Swanson (’65)
Manistee, MI, has done volunteer tutoring
for the last fifteen years in reading and
math for first and second grades at
Manistee Public Schools. She also
volunteers in the literacy program, Kid’s
Hope program, and Love for Children.  

Francis Weatherwax (’65) Garnerville, NY,
was elected the chapter chairman of UST
by fellow teachers. 

Richard Dedrick (’66) Rochelle, IL, retired
from his position as field claims
representative for Iowa Mutual Insurance
Company. He and his wife, Mary, have
two grown sons and three grandchildren.

Dean Byerly (’66) Fort Atkinson, IA, retired
from Northeast Iowa Community College
after teaching for 30 years there.

Dwight Spangler (’66) Bettendorf, IA, retired
after over 30 years of teaching and
coaching for DeWitt Central Schools.

Phil Aldrich (’67) Carson
City, NV, published a
virtual photo album
depicting his extensive
collection of black and
white northern Nevada
landscapes. Dr.
Aldrich’s diverse

collection encompasses nearly 30 years
of photography; visitors are invited to
peruse his virtual album at
www.nevadapics.com.  

Lanis Lenker (’67) Mt. Vernon, IL, teaches
math at Wesclin High School where his
math teams are in the top ten among
small schools in the ICTM state math
contest. He also received a Teaching
Excellence Award from Southern Illinois
University. 

Connie (Baumgartner) Biddinger (’68) Dallas,
OR, retired after 20 years of teaching.

Richard Holm (’68) West Union, IA, retired
from teaching after 31 years. His first two
years were at Fredericksburg Schools,
and the last 29 years at North Fayette
Middle School, where he taught English
and physical education.

Edward B. Stamper (’68) Waukon, IA, retired
from teaching junior high English after 35
years in Waukon.

Mary (Rathert) Wildman (’68) Elkader, IA,
visited the Bahamas with her husband,
John (’54), and the rest of her family.

Alan Foxwell (’69) Menomonie, WI, retired
from teaching English for 33 years in
several states including Alaska,
Minnesota and Wisconsin.

Cari Warner (’69) Lombard, IL, retired from
her position as a computer programmer.

Pat (Dibble) Arthaud (’70) Hazleton, IA, retired
from teaching at Oelwein Community
Schools.

Mary (Cue) Manson (’70) Maquoketa, IA,
retired after 34 years as a second grade
teacher for the Maquoketa School system.

Hugh Alverson (’71) Austin, MN, is director
for Habitat for Humanity in Freeborn and
Mower Counties.

Dwain Burkholder (’71) Woodland Park, CO,
won the gold medal in the World Masters
in Wrestling tournament in Hungary. This
is the second time Dwain has achieved
this title.

Lane Ellis (’71) Highlands Ranch, CO, has
been employed with John Elway Toyota
for the past eight years. He is also the
proud grandpa to six grandchildren. 

Stewart Feinberg (’71) Highland Falls, NY,
was named the High School Coach of the
Year for 2003. He is currently with James
O’Neill High School in Highland Falls, and
is planning on retiring this year.

Roberta (Roseberry) Gilchrist (’71) Center
Point, IA, retired after 31 years as a
secondary business education and
computer instructor. She taught the last
25 years at Vinton-Shellsburg Schools.
She also coached girls basketball and
coordinated a work experience program.

Linda (Mahlstedt) Mulholland (’71) Hanover, IL,
has taught third grade for 26 years. She
currently teaches at River Ridge Schools.

Robert Schmadeke (’71) Grundy Center, IA,
joined VGM Club after being employed
with Grundy Center Community Schools.

Fred L. Schnell (’71) Sandy, OR, finished his
14th year as associate athletic director
and instructor in health and physical
education at Mt. Hood Community
College in Gresham, Oregon. He was
previously head men’s basketball coach
for eight years.

Larry Wenthe (’71) Prairie City, IA, finished
his 33rd year of teaching, 31 of those
years at PCM Community Schools. He is
also serving his 6th term on the Radcliffe
City Council.

David Barclay (’72) Arlington, IA, has
coached at Starmont for 31 years and was
the head coach of the North in the 2004
Shrine Bowl.  He was also inducted into
the Iowa Coaches Hall of Fame in 2002.

John Farnham (’72) Brownsville, MN, has
been married to Jeanne for five years and
is a proud grandfather to a four-year-old
grandson named Aidin.

Bill Neal (’72) Williamsburg, IA, was
honored as the Class 2A Girls Southeast
Track Coach of the Year. He is the athletic
director, junior high physical education
teacher and girls track coach. His teams
have won nine conference championships
in the past 12 years and have won the
4x800 relay championship the past seven
consecutive years to become the only
school in state history to ever do so.

Kieth Osborn (’72) Le Grand, IA, is the
cross country coach for East Marshall.
His team placed 9th at the state level. He
also coaches wrestling.

Mary (Jorgenson) Rossow (’72) Ames, IA,
earned an RN degree from Des Moines
Area Community College and is now
working at Bethany Manor in Story City. 

Marcia (Claney) Whitcher (’72) West Union,
IA, retired after 32 years of teaching, 28 of
which were spent teaching first grade at
North Fayette Schools. 

Robert Flannagan (’73) Monticello, IA,
started his own business called WYF:
Cloud, LLC, a wireless internet service
company.

Jerry McManigle (’73) Waucoma, IA, retired
after 31 years of teaching fifth grade for
North Fayette Schools.

Rita (Krambeer) Anderson (’74) Postville, IA,
retired after 36 years of lower elementary
education in the Postville School District.

Jobs Wanted!
Is your employer hiring?  Here’s a GREAT way to help some UIU students
get their start:  when you get emails with job postings at work, forward them
to the Career Services office at careers@uiu.edu!

Does your business offer student internships?  We want to hear from you!
Contact Karla Gavin, Director of Career Services at careers@uiu.edu.  What
a simple way to make a big difference in the life of a student!
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Richard Gerber (’74) Allison Park, PA, and
his wife, Laura, celebrated their 25th
wedding anniversary.

Susan Liddy (’74) Closter, NJ, won her
500th basketball game this past
December and was inducted into the New
Jersey State Intercollegiate Athletic
Association.

Michael J. Ameling (’75) Dorchester, IA,
opened his own business called 
Fire From Steel.
www.Angelfire.com/journal2/firefromsteel.

Cyntheia (Rochelle) Daniels (’75) West
Bloomfield, MI, is a master engineer at
University of Michigan. She has been
married for 30 years to Dr. Joseph Daniels. 

Neal Dillon (’75) Aiken, SC, wrote a book
titled Dying Breed that has now been
selected as required reading for Air Force
students.

Scott Linge (’75) Crystal, MN, is a business
consultant, and his wife, Jan, is a
technical writer for Medtronic. Scott
recently came back from Burma on a
coral reef survey.

Joel Menuey (’75) Dexter, MN, has held and
enjoyed the same job with the U.S.
Postal Service for the last 20 years. Joel
also welcomed his first grandchild into
the family.

Susan (Wilson) Paul (’75) Port Byron, IL,
teaches junior high at a Christian school
in Illinois. She and her husband have
three children.

Thomas Petsche (’75) Solon, IA, is president
of Brokerage Solutions, Inc., and was
recently elected to serve a three-year term
on the Society of Financial Service
Professionals’ national board of directors.
He is past president and former board
member of the Eastern Iowa Chapter SFSP.

James Sandefer (’75) Saddlebrooke, AZ,
published a book called Rambling
Thoughts, and will have another coming
out called Mental Abyss. He owns a
company called Perfect Word, a
professional writing and speaking
business.

Julia (Fanton Ingamells) Byerly (’76) Cedar
Rapids, IA, is in the process of publishing
a murder mystery novel and a children’s
book.

Robert Porter (’76) Rehoboth Beach, DE,
and his wife, Pauline, started a business
called “RUN A ROUND 4 U.” The business
distributes brochures and posters.

Jeffrey Stavnes (’76) Storm Lake, IA, is a
Storm Lake board representative involved
in a $28,000,000 renovation project.

Pamela Wallenberg (’76) Guthrie Center, IA,
is teaching K-3rd grades at Guthrie
Center Community Schools.

Steven Larson (’77) Livermore, IA, and
Lawson Coapstick (’83) took their Bridge all
the way to Iraq. They are pictured at
Camp Arifjan, Kuwait, during their
redeployment from Iraq.  LTC Coapstick
and LTC Larson were deployed with the
3D Corps Support Command, Des
Moines. Steve is in the process of
working and getting his business, Lotts
Creek Home Improvement, up and
running again after a 15-month hiatus. 

David Gaskill (’78) Manchester, IA,
welcomed his first grandchild to the
world born on October 4, 2003. 

Patricia (Peck) Davison (’79) Mason City, IA,
has been teaching for the last 20 years
and was awarded Teacher of the Year by
Wal-Mart in 2003. She is also celebrating
her 25th wedding anniversary with her
husband, Scott.

Alison Johnson (’79) Arlington, IA, is
working as a high school finance teacher.
She is the proud owner of grand
champion Arabian horses.

Lorraine Richards (’79) Grundy Center, IA,
works for the State of Iowa in the
Department of Human Services. Her
husband is with the Grundy County
Highway Department. He is also the pastor
for Owasa Methodist Church, where
Lorraine also works as his secretary.

Craig Bucknell (’80) Le Roy, MN, teaches
English and social studies at Byron High
School. 

Melvin Cregreen (’81) Perry, IA, is the proud
grandfather to six grandchildren and two
great-grandchildren.

Darla Huck (’81) San Antonio, TX, teaches
at Lutheran High School in San Antonio.

Sheryl Juve (’81) Decorah, IA, is the nursing
director for Winneshiek County Memorial
Hospital. She was honored by St. Mary’s
University of Minnesota in Winona for her
dissertation, titled “Leadership Behaviors
of Nurses in Small Rural Hospitals”; it was
selected as best doctoral thesis.

Cecil Murphy (’81) celebrated 54 years with
the Federal Government. He served 31
years with the U.S. Marine Corps and 23
years with the U.S. District Court.

Anna May
Schneberger
(’81) West
Union, IA, and
her husband,
Robert,
recently took a
cruise to
Alaska. They
are pictured
here in
Ketchikan,
Alaska, “the salmon capital of the world.”
Ketchikan was the site of a large United
States Coast Guard base during WWII. 

Dean Zuck (’81) Jesup, IA, is a dairy farmer
in Jesup.

John Farrell (’82) Quakertown, PA, retired
from his sales position with
Thermocouple Technology.

Marvin Thomas
(’82) Melbourne,
FL, took his
Bridge with him
all the way to
Japan. He is
pictured in front
of the Golden
Pavilion in
Kyoto. 

Gary (’82) and Cindy (McLaughlin) Weber
(’82) Clear Lake, IA, are the proud parents
to son, Nick, who was an undefeated
state champion in wrestling in 2004. Gary
has coached a state qualifying wrestling
team five out of eight years for Clear Lake
High School.  Cindy is a program
technician for Cerro Gordo County.

Philip Fisher (’83) Huntington, WV, recently
opened a 16,000 square foot medical
facility with an outpatient surgical rehab
center. He is currently training 50 chronic
pain physicians.

Paul Grocki (’83) Carmel, IN, is the
manager of Corporate Environmental
Affairs and has two small boys.

Fenton Norwood (’84) Axtell, KS, will retire
at the end of 2004 after 29 years with
Nemaha Marshall Electric. Nine of those
years were spent as general manager.

Vicki Vernon (’84) has accepted the
position of principal with the West Liberty
Middle School.

Class Notes

Are YOU looking for a job?
We can help!  Contact the Career Services
office at careers@uiu.edu or call 563-425-
5229 to speak with Karla Gavin, Director of
Career Services.  Visit our website at
www.uiu.edu/career for additional
resources.
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Greg Atkins (’85, ’04) Tallahassee, FL,
earned his MBA in quality management
through Upper Iowa’s Online program.
He is now the lending operations
manager at Florida State University.  

Jerry Bailey (’86) Garden Ridge, TX, has
been enjoying his retirement for the last
fourteen years by playing golf and
enjoying life.

Lynne (Noggle) Fuchs (’86) Rochester, MN,
is a general manager for Subway
restaurants.

Thomas Schuller (’86) Jackson, MN,
teaches special education at Jackson
County Central High School where he
also serves as head football coach. He
recently led his team to the Class 3A
State Championship. Thomas and his wife
have two children.

Richard Darden (’87) Abilene, TX, graduated
from Southwestern Baptist Theological
Seminary and is serving as pastor at
Shining Star Fellowship Church.

Myles Dunlap (’87) Lanark, IL, is coaching
varsity boys basketball for Lanark High
School. Last year his team went 25-5. He
and his wife, Colleen, celebrated their
15th wedding
anniversary.

Col. Robert King (’87)
Urbandale, IA, is the
Iowa National Guard
Public Affairs
Officer. He was
recently assigned to
Headquarters, State
Area Command at
Camp Dodge in Johnston, Iowa. As the
public affairs officer he is responsible for
community relations, command
information and media relations for the
Iowa National Guard. Col. King is highly
decorated and has received many awards
since he began his service in 1968. He will
be retiring from full time service in the fall. 

Michelle Matt (’87) Surprise, AZ, is
president and owner of Inspiring
Solutions in Des Moines, Iowa, and
Phoenix, Arizona. She was presented a
Double Ruby award for outstanding sales
achievement at the 25th annual Inscape
Publishing International Business
Conference this past February.

Cheryl Sander (’87) McFarland, WI, is
employed with Winner, Wixson and Penitz
law firm.

Mark (’87) and Andrea (Meyer) Samek (’80)
Garwin, IA, are both completing their 17th
year of teaching. Mark teaches biology
and Andrea is an English teacher.

Larkin Rulledge (’88) Guttenberg, IA, is
assistant baseball coach and drives the
school bus for Clayton Ridge Schools. 

Steven (’89) and Wendy (Jorgensen) Fullerton
(’88) Rockford, IA, have been married for

18 years and have four children.  Steve
works in computer programming and
Wendy is a teacher.

Patrick Jorgensen (’89) Vinton, IA, is a state
conservation officer. Patrick and his wife,
Nancy, have three children. 

Paula (Wilbur) Snell (’89) Mabel, MN, and
husband, Todd, welcomed a son into the
family. Austin Harold, born September 8,
2003, joins his sister, Hannah.

Chris (’90) and Rochelle (Atkins) Babcock
(’89) Ionia, IA, are the proud parents to a
third son, Brogan, born last March.

Daniel Nuss (’90) Sumner, IA, recently
started a new pizza place called Nuss’
Home Plate.

Marianne Regan (’90)
Cedar Rapids, IA, is
pictured with a copy
of her Bridge at her
father’s cabin on
Lake Lummene,
near Kuhmoinen,
Finland. Her
husband, Stephen
(’69) is retired and is free-lance writing for
various sailing magazines. His articles
have appeared in Shallow Water Sailor,
Messing About In Boats, and another
article is scheduled for Latitudes and
Attitudes. 

Genevieve Trewyn (’90) Lake Mills, WI, is
working as a substitute teacher for
school districts in her area.

Shirley Riedmann (’90) Hayward, WI, is an
examiner with the American Birkebeiner
Ski Foundation.

John Ward (’90) Marion, IA, and wife, Kelly,
recently welcomed their third child into
the world.

Gerald Clynch (’91) Newark, OH, is a
program administrator at Boeing
Guidance Repair Center. His work
supports guidance repair of the
intercontinental missile system. Prior to
his 20 years with Boeing, Gerry served 24
years in the Air Force.

Deborah Schiffman (’91) Prairie du Sac, WI,
is the manager of business operations for
Unity Health Insurance.

Mark Timmerman (’91) Van Horne, IA, and
wife, Stephanie, are the proud parents to
three children.

Renee D. Russell (’92) Marquette, IA, is the
office manager for Prairie Distributing.

Susan Whitesell (’92) Waterloo, IA, has
been promoted to chief financial officer at
Western Home Communities. She had
been director of human resources and
finance for the past five years.

Hazle Dunbar (’93) Volga, IA, retired from
her accounting position in 1999; she
now enjoys working part-time at the
library in Volga.

Glen Hackley (’93) Hawkeye, IA, took the
helm as head coach for the West Central
girls basketball team, following legendary
coach and UIU alumnus Gene Klinge (’62).
Glen answered the call and his team
finished second place in the Upper Iowa
Conference. He is also very active in the
Air National Guard. 

Todd Linderbaum (’93) Tipton, IA, teaches
fifth and sixth grades at Mark Twain
Elementary School. Todd also serves as
recreation director in Tipton. He and wife,
Lisa, have two sons, Logan and Tyler. 

Annette Pannkuk (’93) Parkston, SD, works
for a clinic in their Medicare billing
department.

Mary Pirc (’93) Marquette, IA, is the
manager of a hardware, plumbing and
heating store in Marquette, Iowa.  She is
also a dealer for the Isle of Capri Casino
and a real estate broker.

Jeff Roth (’93) Fayette, IA, is a
pharmaceutical sales representative for
TAP Pharmacy out of Lake Forest.

Dennis Sallis (’93) Bedford, TX, has been
promoted to development review
coordinator for the City of Fort Worth,
Texas. He was previously employed as an
engineer technician for the City of
Waterloo. Sallis was also recently elected
president of the North Texas Conference
of Minority Public Administration.

Georgia (Birlew) Taylor (’93) Des Moines, IA,
has become a very proud great-
grandmother. 

Philip Werts (’93) West Des Moines, IA,
works in the customer service department
for West Des Moines City Bank.

Karen Wilker (’93) St. Olaf, IA, is the
postmaster for the Volga Post Office.

Alan Clark (’94) Grinnell, IA, is the assistant
vice president of investigation services for
Grinnell Mutual Reinsurance Company.

Richard Ehr (’94) Atkins, IA, works for
Aegon in Cedar Rapids. He has a
daughter, Amanda, and son, James.

Julie (Carroll) Gesell (’94) Coralville, IA,
teaches seventh grade special education
at McKinley Middle School.

Do you have a penchant for poetry?
The Alumni Center at UIU has, for the last two
years, mailed February valentines to alumni in
“UIUnions” (married couples who are both UIU
alumni).  In the future, we would love to feature
alumni poetry in our UIUnion valentines.  For
more information, or to request a sample,
contact Carol Lee in the Alumni Center at
563-425-5231 or leec@uiu.edu.

                                                                                                



Mariano Mercado (’94) Hialeah, FL, coaches
football and is the assistant track coach
at Hialeah High School. He also teaches
physical education at Meadow Lane
Elementary.  

Lorna Pollock (’94) Grinnell, IA, works for
Horizon in Grinnell. Lorna previously
worked at Grinnell College.

Heather (Keenan) D. Lietz (’95) Colfax, IA,
and her husband, Jeff, are the proud
parents to a son, Jacob.

Ronald Lillie (’95) Grinnell, IA, recently
retired from his position with GTE.

Laurie Linder (’95) Waunakee, WI, is a
mortgage underwriter for National City
Mortgage.

Laura Matt (’95, ’04) Clermont, IA, received
her master of business administration
degree through Upper Iowa’s Online
program. She is the controller in Upper
Iowa’s business office.

Karen Rinka (’95) Muskego, WI, started her
own scrap booking business, and has
also served as PTO president for the past
three years.

Christopher Sass (’95) Lone Tree, IA, and his
wife, Nancy, welcomed their second child
to their family, a son born December 26,
2003. Christopher is also busy with a
small sign making business that he
started with a friend called Sign Source in
Iowa City.

Howard Cary, Jr. (’96) Groton, CT, is an LPN
at the 405th C.S. Hospital (Army Reserve).
He has been with the Army for 16 years
and recently became the first Thomas
Edison State College graduate student to
complete a master of science degree
through the eArmyU (Army University
Access Online) program.

Jason Chance (’96) Newton, IA, had a baby
boy, Braydon, this past September.  Jason
is employed with the Pella Corporation.

James Crandall (’96) West Union, IA, earned
his master’s degree from Olivet Nazarene
University in education, curriculum and
instruction.

Daniel Falls (’96) Hewitt, TX, finished his
master of science degree in education
administration in May, 2002, from Baylor
University.

Steve Husome (’96) Cedar Falls, IA, has
joined the VGM Club in Waterloo.
Previously, Steve was employed by Pepsi.

Lawrence Keys (’96) Milford, KS, is a human
resource specialist.

Eric Lohmann (’96) Readlyn, IA, is a sales
representative for Martin Brothers
Distributing in Cedar Falls.

Monica (Patterson) Marquez (’96) Oak Creek,
WI, is lead coordinator with the New

Parents Initiative Program for Milwaukee’s
Aurora Family Services, a social service

agency.  

J. Robert Mundell (’96)
Waverly, IA, achieved
the professional
designation of
accredited asset
management
specialist. He
successfully
completed the AAMS

Professional Education Program from the
Denver-based College for Financial
Planning. 

Darren Paulus (’96) Sumner, IA, is a
technical writer for John Deere. He and
his wife, Ellen, have been married for
eight years, and they have three children.

Thomas Wiseman (’96) Valinda, CA, recently
accepted a position with SM&A as
director of recruiting in New Port Beach,
California.

Elizabeth Benn (’97) Alexandria, VA, is an
Army Inspector General, Sergeant Major
for the Pentagon and Army and Human
Resource Command. She is also
completing her master’s degree through
Webster University.

Suzette (Niemann) Byrne (’97) Lawler, IA, is a
resource specialist. Suzette and her
husband have a baby girl named Jaycie.

Amy Diehl (’97) Marquette, IA, is a planner
for Prairie Industries, where she
previously worked as a personnel
manager.

Sandra Krotchie (’97) New Berlin, WI, retired
from the University of Wisconsin after 31
years of service.

Clark Martens (’97) Bowie, MD, graduated
in 2001 from John’s Hopkins University
with a master of science in management
in the Police Executive Leadership
program.

Matthew May (’97) Yorkville, IL, teaches
physical education in Plainfield. He and
his wife have a one-year-old son.

Barbara Smith (’97) Durant, IA, returned to
school in 1995 to become a registered
nurse. She has worked for Cedar County
as a registered nurse for about 18
months. Barbara is married to Christian,
and they have two grown children.

Rochelle Atkins (’98) Waterloo, IA, recently
completed the coursework to earn an
MBA from Arizona State University.

Brian Brown (’98) Lanark, IL, is a controller
for Primary Colors Vinyl Graphics.

Benjamin Cooper (’98) Des Moines, IA, was
recently designated a naval flight officer
while serving with Training Squadron 86 in
Pensacola, Florida. Presentation of the
coveted “Wings of Gold” marked the

culmination of 18 months of flight training.  

JoAn Headington (’98) Waverly, IA, is the
vice president of operations at Allen
Hospital in Waterloo, Iowa. She was
elected president of the Iowa
Organization of Nurse Leaders. She
recently received the Outstanding Nurse
Leader of 2003 award.

Jeri Greenwood (’98) Holmen, WI, recently
completed her master’s degree in
educational leadership from Winona State
University.

Molly Holthaus (’98, ’03) Ossian, IA, recently
finished the master’s degree coursework
through the Upper Iowa Online program.

Jeffrey Paul (’98) Grinnell, IA, is the
warehouse manager for Show Me
Container.

Susan Rains (’98) Ankeny, IA, accepted a
promotion with John Deere, Des Moines
Works.

Mark Rhehle (’98) Des Moines, IA,
celebrated his one-year anniversary after
getting married in Maui, Hawaii. He is
self-employed.

Jesse (’98) and Lori (McCann) Willis (’99)
Wellsburg, IA, are the proud parents of
two children, daughter Kylie and son
Wesley. Lori is a billing manager at Iowa
Care Pharmacy, and Jesse works for
Remington Hybrid Seeds.

John Daughety (’99) Leesburg, GA, is
teaching and coaching at Dougherty High
School. Since joining Dougherty, he has
been credited with founding a girls soccer
program.

Kathy Guyer (’99) West
Union, IA, was given
the Health and Safety
Services Outstanding
Volunteer Award from
the Hawkeye Chapter
of the American Red
Cross. She also just
received her National
Water Aerobic Instructor Certification. 

Edith Hodgell (’99) Pocahontas, IA, recently
welcomed a baby boy, Cyrus, to her
family and is a manager of pest control.

Alan Hoth (’99) Monona, IA, teaches math
for the MFL-MarMac school system.

Timothy Lahart (’99) Palos Heights, IL, is an
assistant wrestling coach at MacMurray
College in Jacksonville.

Billi (Mangrich) Purdy (’99) Waterloo, IA, will
soon celebrate her fourth wedding
anniversary with her husband, Chad. They
have one daughter, Kennedy.

Katherine Shaw (’99) Colesburg, IA, is the
area general manager for Super 8 Motels.
Her area includes Charles City, Oelwein
and Anamosa.
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Scott Jackson (’02) Pahoa, HI, works at the
Institute for Family Enrichment, where he
enjoys his work with disabled children.

Amy Jansen (’02) Galena, IL, welcomed a
son, Tristen, into the family this past
August.

Janine Knapp (’02) Hudson, IA, was
promoted to manager of compensation
and staffing at Waterloo Industries, Inc.
She has been with the company since
1989.

Matt Loesche (’02) Waterloo, IA, was
promoted to manager of the Cedar Falls
branch of Iowa Community Credit Union. 
He has been with ICCU since 1996, and
was previously supervisor of the Waterloo 
Wal-Mart Supercenter branch.

Amy Peterson (’02) LaCresent, MN, is the
sponsorship program coordinator for
Miken Sports. 

Janell Pullin (’02) Waterloo, IA, was
promoted from representative III to
specialist I, customer relations, at
Waterloo Industries. 

Amos Rop (’02) Des Moines, IA, received a
job promotion with Homestead. He is
furthering his education through the
University of Texas in Dallas.

Amanda Torres (’02) Chicago, IL, teaches
high school math at Roosevelt High
School in Chicago. She also coaches
basketball, volleyball and softball. She has
one son, Devin.

Scot Wilson (’02) Grinnell, IA, is a security
officer for Grinnell College.

Trisha Wilkins (’02) Waukon, IA, is a
community development specialist for
Upper Explorerland Regional Planning
Commission.

Derek Winker (’02) Schaumburg, IL, is a 7th
grade reading and language teacher in
Bellwood. 

Kris Bolin (’03) Cedar Falls, IA, was
recently married to Wes Turner.

LeAnne Cunningham (’03) Waterville, IA,
recently joined the staff of Kerndt
Brothers Savings Bank as the human
resource director and loan processor. 

National Lewis University and is working
on another master’s in social services.

Andrea Gotta (’01) Newton, IA, joined
Operation Threshold as a community
resource family development specialist.
She earned Family Development
Certification through the University of
Iowa in January 2003, and participates in
several other training programs. She
participated in “Day on the Hill,” an
advocacy rally for family service
organizations. She previously worked for
Mid-Iowa Community Action as an FADSS
specialist for Jasper and Marion
Counties, and has worked with at-risk
youth in the Waterloo area.

Cassandra Green (’01) Maywood, IL, works
for the Lutheran Child and Family
Services as the central region educational
liaison.

Teja Stokes (’01) Chester, PA, was appointed
by the Pennsylvania governor to sit on the
Omstead Community Integration Advisory
Committee. She is the executive director
of a statewide nonprofit that advocates for
the mentally retarded.

Debra Weigel (’01) Strawberry Point, IA,
was promoted to director of weekly
publications for Woodward
Communications.

Therese Wright (’01) Madison, WI, works
for the Central Wisconsin Center for
Social Work.

Tammy Bergeson (’02) Medford, WI, was
promoted to senior accounting assistant at
Marshfield Clinic. She has two sons and
now enjoys taking figure skating lessons. 

Shelly Catlett (’02) Johnston, IA, is a
substitute teacher in her area.

Steven Conover (’02) Jamestown, KY, is
seeking his MBA from Regis University in
Denver, Colorado.

Julie Delaney (’02) Cascade, IA, is a
substitute teacher for Western Dubuque
Schools.

Trinity Green (’02) Leland, IL, accepted a
position at Castle Bank in Yorkville as a
commercial loan processor.

Joshua Gruber (’02) Red Bluff, CA works
with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service as
a fisheries biologist.

Tosha Fugate (’02) Dixon, IL, is a buyer for
Rayovac.

Michelle Hackley (’02) Ottumwa, IA, works
at the YMCA in Ottumwa.

Shawn Harrington (’02) Waterloo, IA, was
promoted to supervisor of the University
Avenue office of John Deere Community
Credit Union. Shawn has been employed
at JDCCU for eight years. He previously
supervised the Oelwein office.

Carol Staus (’99) Hartford, WI, received her
MBA in finance from Concordia University
and will begin teaching accounting for
Upper Iowa in Milwaukee.

Pamela Wirth (’99) Muncy, PA, was
appointed Chair of the National Health
Information Management System
Association for 2004-05.

Krista Bents (’00) Hartford, WI, is director
of human resources at the Franz Group in
Grafton. She recruits business students
for her company as well.

Rebecca Easland (’00) McFarland, WI, is a
financial examiner for a local insurance
company in Madison.

Julie (Clark) Gonzalez (’00) Roland, IA, is
seeking her master’s degree in genetics
at Iowa State University.

Jason Kazmierczak (’00) Milwaukee, WI,
received his MBA in 2003 and was
promoted to assistant vice president of
Washington Mutual Bank. He also has
one son, Mathias.

Michael Kouneski (’00) Linthicum Heights,
MD, has served his country for the last 18
years. His last four years were spent in
Germany and he is now stationed at Fort
Bragg.

Joyce Roling (’00) Cuba City, WI, is the
human resources director for Grant County.

Nancy Sevey (’00) Waterloo, IA, was
appointed senior manager for supply
chain management and logistics at
Waterloo Industries. She has been with
the company since 1979, and previously
held the position of senior manager of
production control.

Autumn Westendorf (’00) Waterloo, IA,
joined Homelink, the managed care
division of Van G. Miller as a collection
assistant. She previously worked for
Harmony House Health Care Center.

Rita Altman (’01) Cresco, IA, is a special
education English teacher at Cresco Jr.
High School.

Michael “Boris” Becker (’01) Marion, IA, was
honored for his work in four separate
areas by the Iowa Newspaper
Association. As a student, Michael was
the editor for The Collegian, the student
newspaper on the Fayette Campus.
Presently, Michael is a sports columnist
and ad designer for The Marion Times.

Denise Franklin (’01) Cedar Falls, IA, was
promoted to general supervisor of
customer financial services at Waterloo
Industries.

Connie Edison-Dunigan (’01) Milwaukee, WI,
received her master’s in teaching from
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Considering a career change?
SIGI Plus, a FREE online career assessment 
tool, is available to UIU alumni!  SIGI can help
you determine career fields that suit you based 
on your work-related values, interests and 
skills.  Research a field of interest to find
average starting salary, summary of skills,
advancement opportunities and required 
training and education. General job-search tools
are available to assist you with resume writing,
building a network of contacts and dealing 
with obstacles. To get started, contact Karla
Gavin, Director of Career Services, for 
the password (required for access):  
563-425-5208 or careers@uiu.edu.
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in St. Louis, was named by Phi Beta Lambda as
outstanding local advisor in 2002 and 2003, and is
named in Who’s Who among American Teachers in
2003 and 2004. In her sixth year teaching at UIU, Lynn
currently serves as chair of the Business Division.

Dr. Janet Kehe, assistant
professor of education, has
been granted tenure. She
started teaching at UIU
seven years ago. 

Dr. John Mason’s institutional corrections class
has been on a series of tours inside prisons and jails
in Iowa. This class is a clear bridge between the
classroom and reality for those who hope to work in
criminal justice.

Dr. Tom Parish, associate professor of psychology,
has authored or co-authored a total of sixty-four
presentations at professional meetings since 2001,
seven of which were given at international conferences.
For several years, Tom has sponsored student papers
and has encouraged his psychology students to present
their work at professional conferences. One such
student, Diaab Muhammad (’07) of Chicago, Ill.,

received the Outstanding Presenter Award at the
February conference of the Midwest Institute for
Students and Teachers of Psychology.

Linda Hoopes, director of
admissions, took her
Bridge to Florida’s
Amelia Island. 

Lynn Isvik, Business 
Division chair, showcased
her Bridge in Ireland.

Dr. Richard Barker,
associate professor of
management, authored two
articles that were
prominently featured in an
article discussing leadership
in the December 2003 issue
of Human Relations. 

Considered by many to be the most important social
science journal published, Human Relations is
organized by the Tavistock Institute, the oldest and
most prestigious management consulting firm in the
world. The Editor-in-Chief of Human Relations is a
full professor in Said Business School at the
University of Oxford.

The December issue of Human Relations contains a
list of reviewers (those who review and comment on
articles before they are published). Institutions
represented on this list include University of Oxford,
Harvard, MIT, McGill, London Business School,
University of Colorado, University of Utah, University
of Queensland, Temple, Arizona State, Michigan State,
Carnegie Mellon, London School of Economics, Rice
University, Monash University, Erasmus University,
University of Edinburgh, Pennsylvania State, University
of Texas, CUNY, George Washington, Case Western,
University of Mississippi, Southern Illinois, Towson,
University of Sydney, Drexel, Tel Aviv University,
Wharton School, Florida State, Texas A&M and Upper
Iowa University. Thanks to Dr. Barker for keeping
UIU in good company!

Dr. Dawn Behan, assistant professor of education,
joined the UIU faculty in 1996 and has recently
completed all requirements for her doctorate from
the University of Northern Iowa.  

Dr. Maureen Busta,
associate professor of
mathematics, attended the
annual conference of the
National Council of
Teachers of Mathematics
held in Philadelphia. She

participated as the past president of the organization. 

Lynn Isvik was promoted from assistant professor to
associate professor of business and has been granted
tenure. She earned her MBA at Washington University

Faculty awards were presented at the spring
graduation receptions at several of Upper
Iowa’s civilian learning centers:

Des Moines
Denise Hotopp for excellence in Methods in
Human Services, Social Welfare Programs and
Policies, and Social Problems. Students praise her
for her ability to “present a lot of material at a fast
pace in a way that was easy to learn and retain.”
She has been teaching since 1998.

Madison 
Emanuel Stern for spearheading a new social
group for students and faculty in business and
management.
Diane Miller for excellence in teaching accounting
and senior projects. 
Martin Redmann, instructor in criminal justice,
for building the new program into a viable and
growing entity.
Elizabeth Barnhill for excellence in teaching
math.
Marilyn Frederickson for excellence in
teaching the computer courses on a very
demanding schedule.
Paul Stang, veteran instructor in business law
and senior projects.

Milwaukee
Kenna Pomeroy for excellence in teaching
human services and psychology courses. She
received a BSW and MSW from University of
Illinois at Chicago, Jane Addams College of Social
Work. She has worked in the field of child welfare
both in Chicago and Milwaukee as well as in
mental health in Chicago. Her experience includes
work in policy, program development and direct
clinical practice.   

Waterloo
Alan Ricks for excellence in teaching
Introduction to World Religion, Complex
Organizations, Business Ethics and Management
Principles for the past eight years. His “day job”
is executive director of the Covenant Hospital
Foundation in Waterloo.

Wausau
Dick Huntoon for excellence in teaching
Quantitative Methods and Production
Management.
Frank Losinski for excellence in teaching Issues
and Ethics in Helping Professions.
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I n  Memor iam

If you know of alumni, friends or former faculty or staff who
have passed away and you would like to share this news with
our readers, please contact The Bridge. Death announcements
must be accompanied by a memorial service program or
newspaper obituary to be printed in this publication. 

To make a contribution in memory of a classmate, friend 
or relative, please send your gift to:

Upper Iowa University
Attn:  Sue Felder, Alumni Center
P.O. Box 1857
Fayette, IA  52142
Or call 1-800-553-4150 x 5

Alumni:

Leonora (Stone) Moser ’21, May 12, 2004, Decorah, Iowa

Bess (Oelberg) Greenley ’27, January 20, 2004, Salinas, California

Kathryn (Gruver) Sullivan ’30, December 2003, Elkader, Iowa

Adaline (Smale) Snively ’33, February 23, 2004, West Union, Iowa

Donald H. Wetlaufer ’35, January 19, 2004, Waterloo, Iowa

Gladys (Shaffer) Maurer ’38, January 24, 2004, Fayette, Iowa

Elmer E. Stickfort, ’40, November 7, 2003, Banning, California

Norman (Bud) Wolters ’47, March 7, 2004, Arroyo Grande, California

Harry “Sam” Turner ’48, December 2, 2003, Branson, Missouri

Earl M. Carrothers ’51, July 16, 2003, Dallas, Texas

Ruth A. Iliff ’52, November 19, 2003, Libby, Montana

Cecil R. Kelly ’55, December 28, 2003, Phoenix, Arizona

Lucille A. Proctor ’56, December 10, 2003, Oelwein, Iowa

Raymond E. “Jack” Gager ’57, December 15, 2003, Cedar Falls, Iowa

Arlene (Pringle) Bunting ’58, January 9, 2004, Kingsburg, California

Charles R. Stalker ’58, May 13, 2003, West Des Moines, Iowa

Arlene D. Waligorski ’58, January 22, 2004, Fairbank, Iowa

Marlene H. Gartz ’59, March 7, 2003, Ames, Iowa

Sandra J. Turner ’60, April 28, 2004, Oelwein, Iowa

Cleo C. Cumberland ’61, August 8, 2003, West Des Moines, Iowa

Dee (Bartholomew) Lenz ’66, April 21, 2004, Webster City, Iowa

Thelma (Fairbanks) Spahr ’66, July 15, 2003, Monticello, Iowa

Norma (Kosbau) Fiet ’71, March 18, 2004, Postville, Iowa

Lowell A. Sweet ’83, February 2001, Lugoff, South Carolina

Li-Ming Lovestead ’84, Springfield, Virginia

Friends:

Darlene Briggs, January 31, 2004, Fayette, Iowa

Joseph Fortunato, February 21, 2004, Tecumseh, Michigan

TAIL FEATHERS
If you thought Upper Iowa University’s global focus was a recent development,

it might surprise you to know that our alumni have been “meeting needs
of learners worldwide” from the very beginning. UIU’s priority of training

teachers combined with the founding ties to the Methodist church produced
many highly accomplished international educators. Graduates from our first
fifty classes covered a lot of ground!

John Everett Clough (1862), Strawberry Point, Iowa
• First graduate to receive UIU bachelor of science degree
• Raised $150,000 to establish a seminary in Angola, India, in 1893
Susan (Sorin) Holmes (1862), Red Wing, Minnesota
• Superintendent of Chinese mission work with the Methodist Episcopal 

church in Southern California and bureau secretary of Spanish work on the
Pacific Coast

Minnie Bronson (1881), Fayette, Iowa
• Delegated by the United States Bureau of Education to report to the 

Educational Congress held in Belgium in 1905
Wilbur Albright (1885), Illyria, Iowa
• Appointed missionary to Chili in 1890 and directed mission schools at Coquimbo
Karl Frederick Geiser (1893), Fairbank, Iowa
• Did postgraduate work at the University of Berlin in 1936
• Lectured in German universities, taught extensively in the United States, and

translated several German academic lectures and papers to English
Goro Kaburagi (1895), Chibaken, Japan
• Appears to be UIU’s first international student
• Superintendent of Japanese missions in British Columbia and principal of 

the Vancouver Anglo-Japanese Ladies’ School
Mabel (Lossing) Jones (1903), Clayton, Iowa
• Member of the Board of Education of North India
• Superintendent of normal department of Isabella Thoburn College at 

Lucknow, India, and was a member of the Board of Governors for the school
Edna (Dorman) Lee (1905), Fayette, Iowa
• Taught in international mission schools in Malaysia and at the Theological 

Training School in Manila, Philippines
Lewis F. Havermale (1906), Canton, Illinois
• Lectured at a mission school in Shanghai, China; National University of 

Szechwan; and the Peking Union Theological Seminary
• Principal of Hwa Mei College and Dean of the College of Religions at West 

China Union University
William F. Albright (1912), Fayette, Iowa
• Director of the American School of Oriental Research in Jerusalem and 

Spence Professor of Semitic Languages at Johns Hopkins University
• Archeological explorer and excavator in Palestine, Syria, Mesopotamia, 

Egypt, and Arabia
• Credited with the discovery and translation of the Dead Sea Scrolls
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ORGANIZATION

US POSTAGE
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WATERLOO, IA

Permit #24

The post office charges Upper Iowa University 70 cents for each change of address returned to us. You can help us
eliminate unnecessary expenses by informing us of your new address before you move. Parents, if your son or daughter
no longer maintains a permanent address at home, please notify the UIU Alumni Center of the correct mailing address. 
Call 1-800-553-4150 x 5, or email alumni@uiu.edu. THANK YOU!

Pictured here are educational
textbook advertisements
printed in the Upper Iowa
University catalog in the 
early 1900s.
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