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“The peacocks in Up, Down,
and Around are bold and
curious. They admire their 
settings day and night. 
They regard their choices.
They twist, turn and stretch.
They follow and oftentimes
lead. They’re dressed in 
many colors for action. 
They are YOU.”

Concetta Morales, artist
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From the Pres ident

A s some of you already know, I will retire as President of
Upper Iowa University on August 1, 2003. The date of August
1 marks two significant milestones in my life: my 62nd

birthday and my 40th year in education. Education has been a profession
of choice, and one I have loved year-in and year-out. Even to this day,
commencement ceremonies bring tears to my eyes when I witness how
our degree programs have enabled young and not-so-young learners 
to celebrate a life’s dream.

When I became President in 1994, I articulated my vision for Upper
Iowa, built on the solid foundation laid by my predecessor, Dr. James
Rocheleau. I believed Upper Iowa was in fact a truly “entrepreneurial
university meeting the needs of learners worldwide.”

At that time there were five off-campus centers in the Iowa-Wisconsin
region. Today there are nine such centers, serving the needs of learners
in such large cities as Milwaukee, Des Moines, and Madison, and in
other such diverse locations as Prairie du Chien and Elkhorn (WI),
Waterloo and our newest center in Ankeny (IA), and on community
college campuses in Janesville and Wausau (WI).

In addition to those civilian centers, I am very proud of the
connection Upper Iowa has established with the military. When I became
President, our only military center was located at Fort Riley (KS). Since
then, we have expanded into Fort Polk (LA), Fort Leavenworth (KS),
Jackson Barracks (LA), and our newest, soon-to-be-opened center 
at Brooks City-Base (TX).

As our entrepreneurial vision expanded, we carefully assumed a
“worldwide” vision for education. Our External Degree program had 
for many years drawn students from all over the world, but Upper Iowa
did not have a physical presence in any international country 
as it did in the U.S. With the strength of our off-campus 
delivery framework already proven and successful, 
we expanded to the international markets and 
opened centers in Hong Kong, Singapore, 
and Malaysia. With the immediate 
success of those centers, we later 
opened another center in Vancouver, 
Canada. The four international 
centers have been very successful 
during these early years of their 
operation, and it is my hope and 
trust that the University will continue 
to develop more centers in 
Southeast Asia and other countries.

These 18 centers around the world have an enrollment of over 
5,500 students. That number, combined with 700 on the Fayette Campus,
brings our enrollment to approximately 6,200 and distinguishes Upper
Iowa as the largest private school in the state of Iowa. There are many
people who have worked hard to achieve this goal, and I am proud 
to have been in a leadership position as President and to have worked
with them.

Any success I have experienced at Upper Iowa has been a 
partnership of success. My wife, Alice, has been side-by-side with me,
year-in and year-out, making appearances with me and hosting receptions
both on and off campus. We have enjoyed living in the President’s home,
which was also a home for many of you as you traveled through Fayette
or joined us for homecoming or commencement. One thing I think 
many of you know is that one’s partner never receives the credit that 
is deserved. I could not have been successful as President if it were 
not for my love, Alice.

As I look back over the first 40 years of my career, I can honestly 
say that the universities where I have worked, whether private or public,
small or large, have brought me personal and professional satisfaction
and success. Upper Iowa is certainly no exception. I’ve enjoyed my 
15 years on the Fayette Campus. I’ve enjoyed developing and
implementing the larger vision for the University. I have deeply
appreciated the strong and faithful commitment of faculty, staff, 
and administration to continued growth and change.

As I look back over the years of my life, I am reminded of how 
much I believe in, and have followed faithfully in making decisions 
about my life and work, a maxim proclaimed by Eleanor Roosevelt:

“Great minds discuss ideas; average minds discuss events; 
small minds discuss people.”

The McKays – Alice, Aaron, Adam, and Ralph – 
wish you continued success and God’s blessings.

Sincerely,

Ralph McKay, President

Dr. Suzanne James, Senior 
Vice President of the Extended
University, has been named
Interim President.
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Whether you earned your degree in Wisconsin,
Louisiana, or online on your home computer,
you’re part of the Upper Iowa family. You’re 
a Peacock. Birds of a feather flock together, 
so they say, and the Peacock is your heritage. 

HISTORY OF THE
PEACOCK MASCOT

It all started in 1890. The story is told that 
a student named William C. Mabry was headed
to Chicago for the Christmas holidays and was
instructed to look there for some appropriate
school colors. It is not clear how William
Mabry was chosen among other students for 
the task, or why it was thought that Chicago 
was the best destination to shop for school
colors. In any case, he returned to campus 
with ribbons of peacock blue and white. 
Two students from the class of 1893, Henry
Dickman and Will Baker, decided that if
peacock blue was the color, then the bird
should represent the school as mascot.

The mascot had already been adopted by
the student body (the class of 1916 published
the first student yearbook and called it “The
Peacock”), but not necessarily the athletic
teams. The first football team was organized in
November of 1893, but had no official name
until an editorial appeared in the November 7,
1919, student newspaper, the Collegian, calling
upon the students to select a name for Upper
Iowa’s athletic teams. To be fair, the football
team, led by the legendary John “Doc” Dorman,
did have a few monikers at that time and was
known as “Doc’s Boys,” “Dormanites,” or
simply “Upper Iowans.”

The selection of the Peacock mascot was
wholeheartedly a student-led effort. It is fitting,
then, that the student newspaper announced 
the naming of the teams in the September 25,
1920, Collegian headline: “Peacocks Open 
Grid Season Saturday With New Opponent.”

A September 2000 Journal of Higher
Education article entitled “What’s in a name?”
states, “The colorful and sometimes peculiar
nicknames of college athletic teams have long
been a source of identity and affection for
students, staff, faculty, and alumni…Athletic
nicknames and logos are powerful cultural
symbols because they not only evoke allegiance
to an institution’s athletic teams but also may be
instrumental in shaping the image of the entire
college or university” (Connolly, 2000, p. 515). 

The November 7, 1919, Collegian first called on students 
to choose a nickname for the athletic teams.
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Our mission at Upper Iowa University is 
to “meet the educational needs of learners
worldwide.” Toward that end, we have varied
the vehicles by which a UIU degree can be
obtained. From the traditional, residential
Fayette Campus to the many commuter centers
throughout the Midwest, online programs,
correspondence programs, military and
international centers, truly Upper Iowa
University means different things to different
people! Our graduates, and now even our
students, are in every state and in many
countries around the world! 

Given our widespread diversity, how does 
a university like ours strive toward a common
identity?  The previously cited article gives 
us a clue: “Although nicknames and mascots
are intended for use by athletic teams, 
at institutions composed of increasingly
heterogeneous groups and perspectives, they
may be one of the few things that constitute 
a common institutional identity.” This edition 
of The Bridge brings you stories of Peacocks
who have made us proud, and the story of 
one Peacock who has used the mascot as a
“powerful cultural symbol” at the Des Moines,
Iowa, center. 

We hope you are proud to show your 
colors too!

CONNOLLY,  M. (2000,  SEPTEMBER).

WHAT’S IN A NAME? 

JOURNAL OF HIGHER EDUCATION ,  V71 I5  P515.

Several years ago, I received a telephone
call from the TV network NBC. They asked
me if we had a Peacock mascot and/or 
a Peacock logo at Upper Iowa University.
At the time of the call, we did not use a
peacock in any type of logo, and we didn’t
have a mascot costume in use. The
individual who called me needed to be
absolutely sure of what we used for school
colors, letterhead, etc. Come to find out,
the reason they were contacting the
University was because NBC’s television
show “The Fresh Prince of Bel Air” was
about to begin production on a new season
– the one in which Will and his cousin go
to college – the college’s mascot was a
peacock! NBC had to be sure that they 
did not copy another peacock mascot,
etc. What struck me so funny was how 
this individual wouldn’t believe me when 
I said we didn’t use a peacock in any of
our literature, logos, etc., because we 
didn’t at that time. So, when I actually 
saw the television shows in which Will 
was at college, I had to smile because he
and his cousin had to wear the peacock
mascot costume.

Kari Solheim
Administrative Assistant,
Student Services
Fayette, IA

Talking about the mascot for The Bridge
really brought back some memories. The
“Peacock” before me was Ruth (Kann)
Hamilton (’71), and she wore a “metallic”
material head covering. Mine was a head
made with papier-maché over a big balloon
that we put eyes (and HUGE eyelashes) and
a beak on. We ended up having to make
two that year because someone sat on the
first head on the way home from a football
game! I don’t know if THAT information
should be part of “Peacock Pride,” but a
couple of friends and I had quite a few
laughs over it.

Deb (Hess) Hand ’73
Cedar Rapids, IA

Tell us why you’re proud to be a Peacock,
or your favorite memory as a Peacock! 

The Bridge welcomes your letters,
reminiscences, and suggestions for 
what you’d like to see in future editions.
Send letters to:

The Bridge
Upper Iowa University Alumni Center
P.O. Box 1857
Fayette, IA 52142

Or email Carol Lee at leec@uiu.edu
with the subject heading: Bridge

Include your name, class year, home address and phone number. Letters reprinted 
in The Bridge should be kept to 200 words and will be edited for space and clarity.

FLOCK
TALK

Did You Know?

From 1936-1939 Dean William C.
Mongold established a broom
factory in Fayette to employ
students during depression years.
Three grades of brooms were
manufactured there: The
Peacock, The Peacock Standard,
and The Peacock Special.
Brooms were sold locally door-
to-door and during homecoming.

“I take 

Pride in Upper Iowa 
University and my 

Education. I’m proud to 
call myself an 

A lumnus and I 

Care about the University. 
I have gained future 

Opportunities because of the 

Confidence that was instilled 
in me by the faculty and 
staff. I appreciate their 

K indness and willingness 
to work with me.”

■ Bob Firth
’89 BA, External Degree
’00 MBL, Online Program
Tulsa, OK
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Congratulations to the
1,100 members of Upper
Iowa University’s Class
of 2003! 

– From your Alumni Center

The Alumni Center is committed 
to cultivating relationships with alumni
and friends of Upper Iowa University
that will result in volunteer and
philanthropic support to keep the
University on a path of continual
success. Our vision is to raise
generations of alumni who are proud
of their Alma Mater and invested in
her future.

“How do I express what’s 
going on inside me as I make the transition
from a college student to becoming part of 
the real world? I am so grateful to graduate 
and be done, but now starts the hard part.
Where do we go from here? Elaine Maxwell
answered these questions when she said: 
“My will shall shape the future. Whether I 
fail or succeed shall be no person’s doing but 
my own…Win or lose, only I hold the key to
my destiny.” To the Class of 2003, may your 
will determine your destiny. Congratulations!”

Billie Jo Hunt (’03)
Fayette Campus

Upper Iowa
University:

“Meeting 
the needs 
of learners
worldwide…”
Graduates from 
the Class of 2003:

Residential University  . .* 263
Waterloo, IA  . . . . . . . . . . . 92
Des Moines, IA  . . . . . . . . 201
Madison, WI  . . . . . . . . . . . 90
Wausau, WI  . . . . . . . . . . . . 56
Janesville/Beloit, WI  . . . . . 25
Milwaukee, WI  . . . . . . . . . 61
Prairie du Chien, WI  . . . . . 26
Ft. Leavenworth, KS  . . . . . 30
Ft. Riley, KS  . . . . . . . . . . . 66
Ft. Polk, LA  . . . . . . . . . . . . 44
Jackson Barracks, LA  . . . . 12
External Degree  . . . . . . . . 72
MBL  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 
MBA  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50 

* Includes International Centers in 
Hong Kong, Malaysia and Canada.
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“To my fellow graduates, I know 
first-hand the effort and sacrifices you faced 
to be here today. I am sure your future will be
brighter, opportunities greater, and knowledge
deeper. Now it is up to you to apply your
knowledge and experiences to benefit yourself,
your family, your community, state, and nation.
I challenge you to use your Upper Iowa
University experience to better the world
around you.”

Col. Gerald C. Olesen (’03)
Madison Center

“T o me, Peacock Pride is graduating from Upper Iowa with an MIS degree, playing
baseball for the Peacock baseball team, and loving the place so much that I 
now work at Upper Iowa, Fayette Campus. Peacock Pride is also being able to

work with the wonderful faculty, staff and students here at Upper Iowa on a daily basis! 
It truly brings me joy representing Upper Iowa University as a member of the Computer
Services Team!

■ Matt Cowley – PEACOCK FOR LIFE!!!
’00 BS, Fayette
UIU Software/Hardware Support Technician

Our purpose is to:

■ Commemorate connections
between alumni and the University

■ Create connections between alumni
and current students

■ Celebrate connections among
alumni

We would be happy to speak 
with you about how you can direct
your time, talent or treasure to the
program or project that brings you 
the greatest joy of giving.

1-800-553-4150 x 5
alumni@uiu.edu

www.uiu.edu/alumni

To read more about commencement, see the June
2003 edition of “Feather Notes” on our website at
www. uiu.edu/alumni.
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“I have an ingrained loyalty 

to UIU – I don’t know if it’s

because of my education,

playing football there, or the people. 

I truly do bleed Peacock Blue.

“Blue Blood”
takes on a
whole new
meaning

“…the Peacock represents unity,
a common theme, a team effort.”

Steve McDonnell (’74)

Des Moines Center 

Director Steve 

McDonnell’s (’74) 

Peacock Pride is 

contagious. Now 

students and staff 

at the Center are 

catching the fever. ”



Cedar Rapids, Iowa, native Steve McDonnell
(’74) came to Upper Iowa University’s Fayette
Campus in 1970 for a teaching degree and to
play football. Steve came from a large high
school and was initially leery of attending a
small college. “I wasn’t sure if I would like it,
but I would do it again in a minute.” The small
campus provided a close, family atmosphere,
and Steve remembers Peacock fans as
supportive and vocal. “Our fans were 
die-hard. It didn’t matter if we were winning 
by 20 or losing by 40, people were there.”

After graduating in 1974 with a degree in
mathematics and physical education, Steve
started his high school teaching career in
Baxter, Iowa. He coached football and wrestling
and taught in several places until he and his
wife, Becky, moved to Des Moines in 1982. 
He answered an ad for an adjunct instructor 
at Upper Iowa’s Des Moines Center and taught
evening math classes off and on until 1989,
when a full-time position became available as 
a teacher education coordinator. He continued
to take on other activities and became a student
advisor in 1994. After taking on the role of
associate director, Steve was promoted to
director of the Des Moines Center in 2001. 
“I am basically the ‘principal’ of the building. 
I guess that is the best way to describe what I
do, most people can relate to that. I have quite
a bit of interaction with the students, I hire
faculty, set our schedule, listen to student
concerns, pay the bills, hire and supervise staff,
and spend a lot of time on the phone. Every day
is different, and that is something I really enjoy
about this job.”

Steve’s office has become a museum, of
sorts, for his unique and growing collection of
peacock memorabilia. One of the first pieces in
Steve’s collection was a golden peacock figurine
that came from an antique shop in Walnut,
Iowa. From there the collection grew as his
wife, Becky, started giving him something with 
a peacock on it for birthdays and anniversaries.
His sons, Matt (18) and Nick (14), soon picked
up on it too, finding unique items in gift shops,
antique stores, and as far away as the San Diego
Zoo. Steve’s collection has grown to roughly 75
pieces, mostly figurines, “I also have postcards,
pictures, and of course peacock feathers. They
really are conversation pieces.”

Steve remembers hearing people laugh
about the Peacock nickname throughout 
his student years. “I still have people ask me
why we are the Peacocks. Students here at 
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the Des Moines Center will ask me what our
mascot is, and when I tell them we are the
Peacocks, they’ll say, ‘you’re kidding!’” The
Fayette Campus is the only Upper Iowa site 
with an athletic program; so understandably,
students at Upper Iowa’s centers who are 
not cheering on University athletic teams 
are not as aware of the Peacock mascot 
and logo. 

Steve and the other staff at the Center are
doing their best to make the Peacock much
more visible and part of the Upper Iowa
experience in Des Moines. As a manager, 
Steve understands the power of shared 
meaning and the use of symbols in
organizational culture. “Here at the Center, 
the Peacock represents unity, a common theme,
a team effort. We work very well together.” 
The staff has embraced the peacock theme 
and proudly displays peacock pictures and
items around the building. “They’ve even
started looking for peacock things for me, 
and I think they enjoy it too.” For Steve’s fiftieth
birthday, the UIU-Des
Moines staff found a
peacock lawn
ornament with a
spinning tail. Another
staff member, Jackie
Baker, has begun
collecting peacock
holiday ornaments and
decorates a festive peacock tree at the Center
every year. “The Peacock is a pretty unique
mascot. I think it brings us together. 
It reinforces a common identity that 
we all share.”

Steve’s Peacock Pride was instilled as a
student-athlete in the 1970s, and continues 
to build as Upper Iowa continues to grow 
and thrive. “We really have a neat thing going.
Of course I may be biased, but I’ve seen 
other schools try to do what we do with adult
learners, and we simply do it better. We have
done it longer, we have more experience, and
there is a lot of continuity among our staff. 
Des Moines Center Associate Director Jeff
Klunenberg has been here 13 years, and I 
have been here 14 years. We have ‘buy-in’ 
and we’re going to make sure our students 
get a quality education.”

There is nothing Steve enjoys more about
his job than the satisfaction in seeing students
progress from the day they begin their UIU
program to graduation. Through his many 

years in education, Steve has observed some
similarities between the high school students 
he used to teach and the adult learners who
enroll at the Des Moines Center. “Many of them
are scared – they haven’t been in school for
10-15 years and say, ‘I don’t know if I can 
do this.’ It is great to see their confidence 
as they walk across that stage at graduation
when they have achieved the goal they set 
for themselves.”

“When it comes to Peacock Pride,” Steve
says, “I really can’t put my finger on it. We

started out as just
a small college, but 
it all goes back to 
our mission statement.
We’re just so darn
entrepreneurial. 
We ‘dare to go 
where other people
haven’t gone.’”

There is no question that Upper Iowa is 
in Steve’s blood. “I am pretty loyal to Upper
Iowa. There’s not much I wouldn’t do for this
school. Upper Iowa has been part of my life 
for over 30 years. I take a lot of pride and
satisfaction in working for my Alma Mater, 
and it is nice to be able to give back to the
institution that gave me so much. I like my
school mascot. I’m proud to be a Peacock.”

In addition to his degree 

from UIU, Steve holds 

an M.A. in curriculum 

and instruction, as well 

as a specialist degree 

in education, both 

from Drake University. 

“We’re just so darn
entrepreneurial. We 

‘dare to go where other
people haven’t gone.’”

“G etting this diploma has meant a lot
to me. I am proud to be a Peacock
because it means that I have

shared part of my life with highly esteemed
people. I have shared and learned from them
not just science subjects, but also values and
good principles.”

■ Angela Garcia
’03 BS, Online Program
Medellin, Columbia
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Congratulations, Heath Grimm and the
Upper Iowa University wrestling team!

All-American honors
Sophomore Mary Streeter (Fayette, Iowa)

earned All-American honors in the discus on
May 22, 2003, by placing seventh at the NCAA
Division III National Track & Field
Championships in Canton, N.Y. Her throw of
146 feet, 8.5 inches was her career-best effort
and also an Upper Iowa school record.

Sophomore Jon Scranton (defensive
lineman from Solon, Iowa) was named a 2003
National Strength and Conditioning Association
(NSCA) All-American Strength and Conditioning
Athlete.

Senior Aaron Fredette (Woodland Hills,
Calif.) was named first team quarterback on 
the Jewish Sports Review 2002 College Football
All-America Team.

Junior Chyanne Kleve (Waucoma, Iowa) was
named to the Verizon Academic All-District VII
Softball First Team, as well as the National All-
American Second Team. Kleve was earlier
named to the All-Iowa Conference Second Team
for the third consecutive season after leading
the Peacocks with a .443 batting average, 10
doubles and eight home runs. She was voted
the team MVP and Golden Glove award winner.
Kleve set the UIU single-season record for home
runs (8) and slugging percentage (.875). She
is also second in the Peacock single-season
record book for batting average (.443), tied for
second in doubles (10) and tied for third in
runs scored (23). Kleve also cracked the top
10 in on-base percentage (tied for fourth at
.495), RBIs (fifth with 25) and hits (seventh
with 39). Kleve and freshman teammate Angie

Weber were named to the 2003 National
Fastpitch Coaches Association (NFCA) All-
Midwest Region Third Team.

Pr ide o f  the
Peacocks

The UIU Department of Intercollegiate
Athletics has begun a membership drive 
for former letter winners to join the 
UIU Letter Winners Association.

Each member will receive a framed
Upper Iowa Letter, discounts on the entry
fee for the annual June golf tournament,

season ticket
discounts and 
a free breakfast 

for the member 
and a guest at the 
“First Annual Letter
Winners Breakfast,”
Homecoming 

Saturday morning.
Your $100.00 annual

membership includes 
all of the above as well 
as a charitable contribution

of $80 that goes directly to Upper Iowa
athletics and is used for the benefit 
of our student-athletes and the 19 sports
sponsored by the athletics department.
Membership in this organization is
important to the continued growth and
development of UIU athletic programs.

Contact Pat Klinge in the Department 
of Athletics for membership information 
at 1-800-553-4150 x 2.

Letter 
Winners
Association

UIU wrestling coach honored, team 
ranks 7th nationally in academics

The Winter 2003 Bridge recognized
Wrestling Head Coach Heath Grimm’s

achievement as Division III Coach of the Year
by the National Wrestling Coaches Association
(NWCA). The NWCA presents the award
annually to the outstanding coach in each
division who epitomizes the qualities and
characteristics of a role model and mentor 
for developing young student-athletes. Grimm
was recognized at the NWCA Social at the
Division I Wrestling Championships in Kansas
City, Missouri, on March 19.

This year the wrestling team was recognized
for ranking 7th in the nation for academics.
Upper Iowa had a school record of four
Academic All-American wrestlers: Scott Michels,

Andy Geertz, Brian Black and Brent Meyers

earned GPAs of at least 3.0 on a 4.0 scale. UIU
has now produced a total of 11 Academic All-
Americans. 

Brent Meyers was crowned a National
Champion at 197 pounds at the NCAA Division
III National Wrestling Championships at Ohio
Northern University in Ada, Ohio, on March 8,
2003. Meyers entered the draw as the number-
two seed and won all four of his matches,
including a 3-1 victory over the top-seed and
defending National Champion in the
championship finals. The victory in the finals
was Meyers’ 100th career collegiate victory.

Heavyweight Brian Black earned All-
American honors after finishing in sixth place.
Ralph Acosta (133 pounds) and C. J.

MacNaught (174 pounds) also competed for
Upper Iowa. Acosta won his weight class at the
Iowa Conference Wrestling Championships on
February 20, 2003.

Upper Iowa finished in ninth place as a
team. This was the third consecutive year the
Peacocks have placed in the top 11 nationally.

Shown L – R: Scott Michels, Andy Geertz, Brent Meyers and Brian Black
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UIU business organization
earns honors

The UIU chapter of Phi
Beta Lambda (PBL) competed
with PBL chapters from ten
Iowa colleges at the State
Leadership Conference on
March 7-8, 2003. Six 
student members attended 
the conference, where they
competed in a variety of
business-related skill and knowledge events and attended workshop sessions. UIU’s
individual awards included two first-place finishes, two second-place finishes, and six
additional top-five finishes. Chapter awards included Local Chapter Annual Business 
Report (2nd Place), Event Sponsorship (2nd Place), Chapter of the Year (3rd Place), 
and Lynn Isvik was recognized as Outstanding Advisor.

Student Services 
gets a facelift

On August 22, 2002, 
the Office of Student
Services opened its door
to a new home in Garbee
Hall. Over the summer the
staff watched and waited
while construction crews
replaced the old bowling
alley with new office
space.  Student Services
Administrative Assistant
Kari Solheim now greets students in a spacious office/reception area. Students can travel 
down the hallway to one of the following offices: director of recreation and wellness, career 
and counseling, and student activities. The area also includes a student resource room and an
education room. The resource room is equipped with a poster printer, computer and printer, and
cabinets with lots of resources for students to make posters, banners, etc. The education room is
used for club meetings, career seminars, and training sessions for resident assistants and summer
orientation assistants. As part of the remodeling, Kari’s office (or, for the “old timers,” Braulic

“Cabby” Caballero’s (’59) office) was converted into a conference room. The dean and campus
security offices remain in the former section of Student Services. A quiet lounge was created down
the hallway toward the front of Garbee, along with a new campus ministry office. Solheim states,
“The renovation of the Garbee bowling alley to house Student Services has been a dream come
true. We have been able to accommodate the diverse needs of our students with a professional,
attractive and functional area. We have experienced a major increase in student use and
satisfaction – it has made a big impact on our students and how we serve them.” Stop in 
and see the “new” Garbee Hall on your next campus visit!

Science and Environmental Club
celebrates Earth Day by honoring 
Professor Lew Churbuck

Student members of UIU’s Science and
Environmental Club (SEC) have been working
hard to create and maintain a native prairie
ecosystem on the Fayette Campus, just east of
Eischeid Stadium. The ongoing prairie
reconstruction project is both educational and
aesthetic, and showcases 87 species of
wildflowers and 12 species of grasses, sedges,
and rushes, all native to Iowa. SEC members
added signage this year to guide visitors and
promote educational awareness of the
environmental importance of prairie
ecosystems. Students held a dedication
ceremony on Earth Day, April 22, 2003, and
dedicated the project to longtime biology
professor Lew Churbuck. The dedication sign
reads: “In honor of Professor Lew Churbuck.
40 years of dedication to Iowa’s prairies, and
30+ years of teaching at Upper Iowa University.
His passion for Iowa’s prairies has made him a
mentor to his students and many others.”

“T he stories that come back 
to us from graduates all over 
the world explaining how 

their education has opened doors and
furthered their careers make me proud 
to be a “Peacock.”

■ Ron Crooker
’02 BS, Fayette
UIU Executive Director
of Operations

Pictured L-R: 1st ROW: Beth Rysdam, Lynn Isvik (advisor),
Monica Sullivan 2nd ROW: Sonny Wallowing Bull, Dan
Leiting, Erik Petersen, Troy Wolfs (’01), Tracy Wood 
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Students spend Spring Break doing service in Arizona

Pictured L-R: 1st ROW: National Park Ranger and two students from PCC  2nd
ROW: Sarah Derr, Crystal Johnson, Joni Walvatne, Katie Holaday, Renee Rothmeyer,
Chris Huso. Not pictured: Jon Carey, Brook Growden, Ed Derr.

Seven UIU students traveled to Tucson, Ariz., March 8-15, 2003, on a spring
break community service trip. Students from the Fayette Campus teamed up 
with students from Pima Community College’s (PCC) Desert Vista campus to
make a difference in the Tucson community. Students cleaned hiking trails 
in Sabino Canyon, planted gardens, removed trash around the PCC campus, 
visited residents at Santa Rita Care Center, and worked with Habitat for 
Humanity to build a house for a low-income family. Shelley Fortin, dean of
student development at PCC, said, “This is a great partnership because it gives

our students an opportunity to have contact with university students, which may influence their goals to transfer to a four-year institution.” Ed Derr,
assistant dean of students at UIU, traveled and worked with the students and was proud of their spirit of service. “This year’s group was a special 
one. I truly believe students come back from these trips with a renewed sense of service and giving.”

Pr ide o f  the
Peacocks

Melle Starsen, assistant professor of communications, successfully
solicited two equipment donations to help her students prepare for
careers in television, computer animation, and computer graphics.

Upper Iowa students will now be able to learn and experience
state-of-the-art computer animation and nonlinear video editing, 
thanks to these two generous donors from Arizona and New Jersey.

In December 2002, Leonard Wikberg III donated a $50,000
equipment package which included a UNIX SGI Indy R500 computer

(a basic workstation) and an AVID nonlinear editing system. The AVID
system has been used to create animation for movies such as “Apollo
13” and “Star Wars: The Phantom Menace.” General Motors also uses
this software to design its cars. Wikberg is the owner of ScienceData, a
computer animation company in Flagstaff, Ariz., that has provided
video footage and animation clips to production companies, television
networks, museums and astronomical observatories for the past 25
years. Wikberg’s company is currently working on projects for the
Discovery Channel and the History Channel. The opportunity for
hands-on experience with this software will give our students a
professional advantage because, according to Wikberg, “If you know
how to use UNIX software, you will get a job anywhere, guaranteed.”

Upper Iowa received additional donated equipment in August 2002
from Phillip Stewart, a television production manager in New Jersey.
Stewart donated a $25,000 nonlinear video editing system that
includes professional video cameras, one camcorder, three industrial
video cassette recorders (VCRs), an audio board, and a Casablanca
editor. According to Stewart, the Casablanca is a professional-level
system that allows users to create television programs without being
restricted by the confines of videotape. “The system basically digitizes
images,” Stewart explained, “and then allows you to manipulate those
images. It’s a great system for anyone to learn how to edit and get used
to how computerized editing works.” He added that most television
stations and networks are now using nonlinear systems, so it’s vital 
for students to know how to operate such a system.

Both Wikberg and Stewart are former colleagues of Starsen, who
said, “The donated video equipment allowed me to offer a television
production class in the fall of 2002. The students were so successful
and learned so much that I have put the class on my regular rotation.”
Starsen plans to offer a computer animation course as a special topics
class within the next 2-3 years. “The more the students know and the
more they can do, the better off they will be in the workplace.
Acquiring technical skills like this will enable them to succeed, 
which, as far as I’m concerned, is why we are here.”

Students gain a professional advantage through hands-on experience
with industry equipment.

Upper Iowa students benefit from equipment donations
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Walt Disney World seeks UIU
Students for internships

Ed Derr, assistant dean of students, makes fast
friends with the folks at Walt Disney World. Walt
Disney World recruiters have been impressed
with the diversity of our student body as well as
the effort our students have made to secure
internships as part of their college experience.

UIU students have an opportunity to jump-
start their career with a Walt Disney World
(WDW) internship in Orlando, Fla. Assistant
Dean of Students Ed Derr used to take UIU
students to job fairs at the University of Iowa to
learn about career opportunities and internship
programs. After two UIU students were selected
for internships with this Fortune 500 Company,
Disney recruiters became very interested in UIU
students and now come directly to the Fayette
Campus to recruit. “We are the only private
school in Iowa to host an on-site recruiter, and
the only university in Iowa to be visited twice a
year,” Derr said. “Not only is this a great
opportunity for our students, but also an
opportunity to increase the visibility of the
University worldwide.” Students work 30-35
paid hours per week during a 16-week
semester. Housing is provided, giving interns
the chance to meet students from all over the
world. In addition to on-the-job work
experience, the WDW internship program offers
courses for college credit in communications,
hospitality management, human resource
management, and organizational leadership.

Admissions seeks alumni volunteers

R emember back in the good old days when you were a high school senior 
trying to decide which college you wanted to attend? The choices many 
times were overwhelming. If you were lucky, you had family and friends 

to turn to for sage advice.
As Upper Iowa University alumni, you have the ability to provide advice in a very

personal way. There is no one better than our alumni to tell the real story about Upper
Iowa and all that we have to offer! 

There is not an alumnus from any university who doesn’t reminisce about college life.
We remember the successes along with the disappointments and think, “if only someone
had told me about that beforehand.” Now YOU are that someone! 

You play a very key role in the future of Upper Iowa University. You can help recruit
and guide the next generation of students who walk through the archway leading to
Alexander-Dickman Hall.

As you know, a successful graduate from any year can be very influential in attracting
high-caliber students to attend Upper Iowa. We are looking for students just like you 
who are bright, ambitious, and have the inherent drive to succeed academically 
and personally.

The Office of Admissions is seeking volunteers who are interested in helping us
recruit students in some of the following ways: visiting high schools in your area and
talking with seniors about your experience at Upper Iowa; representing UIU at college
fairs in your area; phoning parents of potential students, contacting prospective students
and parents via email, and hosting receptions for prospective students and their parents
in your area. We will provide all the materials, training, and support you need.

Along with making a personal connection to the student, you as alumni have the
ability to make a direct impact on parents as well! It is so important that those who had
the “Upper Iowa experience” get the word out about the wonder of this university. Simply
by letting others know that you went to UIU and are proud of it speaks volumes! Let’s join
together to spread the word that Upper Iowa University is the top choice, the only choice
for a quality education, best return on an investment, and a university that prospective
students will be proud to return to as alumni!

If you would like to become an integral part of the future of Upper Iowa
University, please contact Linda Hoopes, Director of Admissions, by phone 
at 1-800-553-4150 x 2, or by email at hoopesl@uiu.edu.

“P eacock Pride is being able to say that you graduated from a college where
camaraderie and knowledge are synonymous – each lasts a lifetime!

■ Spring Klaus
’70 BA, Fayette
Warren, Illinois



HOMECOMING
Homecoming Weekend 
is October 10-11, 2003.
Join us as we celebrate

“TIMELESS TRADITIONS,
LASTING LEGENDS”
Calendar of Events

Friday, October 10:
8:00 – 4:00 Registration, Alumni Center

11:00 Golf Tournament,
Big Rock Country Club

2:00 – 4:00 Old Time Peacocks 
Reception, Alumni Center

3:00 External Degree 30-year 
Anniversary Celebration,
Parker-Fox

5:00 – 6:00 Chili Supper, Snack Bar

6:00 & 7:00 Hall of Fame Social Hour and 
Banquet, Garbee Hall

6:30 – 7:30 Student Variety Show,
Colgrove-Walker

8:00 – 9:15 Hypnotist, Colgrove-Walker 
Auditorium

9:30 Bonfire and Pep Rally,
parking lot south of the 
Recreation Center

Saturday, October 11:
8:30 First Annual Letter Winners’ 

Breakfast, Dorman Gym lobby

9:00 – 10:00 Registration and Continental 
Breakfast, Alumni Center

9:30 Dedication of Prochaska Court,
Dorman Gym

10:30 Homecoming Parade

11:30 – 1:00 Tailgate Picnic,
Eischeid Stadium

1:00 Football Game vs. Central 
College, Eischeid Stadium

3:00 Goal Post Party, Big Rock 
Country Club

5:30 & 6:30 Alumni Social Hour and 
Banquet, Garbee Hall 

Reunion Honor Classes: 1943,
1953 (50 years), 1963, 1978,
1993, 1998

Alumni Award
Nominations
See our website at www.uiu.edu/alumni to
nominate a fellow graduate for an Alumni
Award. Awards are given annually at the Alumni
Banquet on homecoming weekend.  These
awards have been instituted to recognize UIU
alumni for:

• Outstanding Service to the University
• Professional Accomplishment
• Community Service

2002 Recipients:
Mary (Moore) Kimball (’56), Fayette

Campus
Outstanding Service to the University
• For 50 faithful years of service at Upper Iowa

University’s Fayette Campus.
Senior Vice President for Business Services,
Upper Iowa University
Fayette, Iowa

Kris Hansen (’92), Waterloo Campus
Professional Accomplishment
• For leadership in the field of healthcare 

for seniors.
Vice President and Chief Operating Officer, 
The Western Home, Cedar Falls, Iowa

Dick Smith (’52), Fayette Campus
Community Service
• For building communities through 4-H 

and Habitat for Humanity.
Retired farmer, regional board member of
Growmark, Trustee Emeritus of Upper Iowa
University, Fayette, Iowa

Join us at the Alumni Banquet on Saturday,
October 11, as we recognize Alumni Award
winners for 2003.

Hall of Fame
The annual Hall of Fame Banquet is a “Timeless
Tradition” that honors “Lasting Legends” of
Upper Iowa University athletics.  The Hall of
Fame currently boasts 125 members. To
nominate a fellow UIU alumnus to the Athletic
Hall of Fame, contact Pat Klinge in the Athletic
Office at 1-800-553-4150 x 2, or visit our
website at www.uiu.edu/alumni to nominate an
alumnus online.

14 Bridge Summer  03

Donors of $500 or more from each honor
class who made gifts to their class reunion
endowment fund will be recognized at 
the Alumni Banquet. Contact Cindy 
Carpenter at 1-800-553-4150 ext. 5 or
carpenterc@uiu.edu for more information.

Questions about Homecoming can
be directed to: Cindy Carpenter,
Director of Alumni Relations, 1-800-
553-4150 x 5 or carpenterc@uiu.edu



Greg Atkins (’85), Lisbon, Iowa
Athlete
• 3-year letter winner and MVP in basketball

(1983-85)
• All-Iowa Intercollegiate Athletic Conference

honors:  2nd team 1983, 1st team 1984
• Member of 1,000-point club, ranked 15th 

in all-time scoring with 1,156 career points
and 611 rebounds

Steve Geise (’83), Dumfries, Va.
Athlete
• 4-year letter winner in football (1979-82)
• All-Iowa Intercollegiate Athletic Conference

honors:  1st team 1981-82, 3rd team 1982
• MVP (defense) 1981-82, consecutive 

hustle awards
• 3-year letter winner in wrestling
• All-Iowa Intercollegiate Athletic Conference

honors:  3rd team 1981; 1st team 1983
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2002 Inductees:
Jack Schroeder (’70), Hampton, Iowa
Officiating
• 4-year letterman in baseball (1967-70)
• 4-year letterman in football (1966-69)
• Officiated basketball, football, and baseball
• Officiated state football playoff games for 

14 years, including the Class 4A State
Championship in 2001

• Officiated basketball games for both the Iowa
High School Athletic Association and the Iowa
Girls High School Athletic Union for 17 years

• Officiated championship games in 1999 
and 2001

Susan Liddy (’74), Closter, N.J.
Coaching
• Lettered at UIU in basketball, softball, and

volleyball
• Head basketball coach at the Academy of the

Holy Angels in Demarest, N.J., overall
coaching record of 476-190

• Appointed athletic director in 1985, Athletic
Director of the Year 2001

• 5 BPSL League Championships (1989-91,
1995-96)

• Coached softball intermittently for 16 years
winning 160 games, in addition to soccer 
and volleyball

• Coached field hockey at DePaul High School,
1977-83

• Coach of the Year honors in 1995, 
1999, 2000

• YMCA Service to Youth Award in 1998
• 14 years as an interscholastic and 

collegiate basketball official

Bob Horner (’76), Mason City, Iowa
Coaching
• Competed at UIU in baseball and basketball
• 2 conference titles as head coach in football,

basketball, and baseball at West Bend High
School from 1978-1981 

• 2 conference titles as head coach in
basketball and baseball at Lake Mills, 
Iowa, from 1982-1987

• Since 1987, 2 state championships, 
5 state tournament appearances, 5 
CIML Conference championships as 
head basketball coach in Mason City, Iowa 

BETA THETA PHI 
PLANS REUNION
Beta Theta Phi Fraternity is planning their third reunion

October 10 & 11, to coincide with Homecoming weekend
in Fayette. Join us for a hog roast and a chance to renew

old friendships and rehash those “good ol’ days.” The Betas were
one of the most active fraternities on Upper Iowa’s campus during
the 60’s, 70’s and early 80’s. The Betas keep an active list of names,
addresses, email addresses, phone numbers, etc., of all the former
Beta Brothers they can find.  All former Betas and spouses/guests
are encouraged to attend.  We will mail out a registration form
based on our current mailing list.

If you are a “lost” Beta (if you have not received invitations to
previous reunions), we would love to get back in touch with you!
Please contact:

Gary Livesay (’69) 515-276-8867 (home) 
4807 74th Street 800-532-1423 (work)
Urbandale, IA  50322-1161 glivesay@bankers-ins.com

THE BROTHERS OF BETA THETA PHI, 1971

SEATED: William Wolff, Skip Flannagan, Nik Capetanos, Paul Sabin, George
Ogborn, Glenn Miska, Vince Carnicelli 2nd ROW: Chris Carlson, Barry Lloyd,
Jake Hoehl, Dana Paulsen, Gerry Cweinkala, Sam Crum, Larry Falcon, Don
Powers, Timm Jensen, Bob Ewald 3rd ROW: Mike Baldwin, LeNeil Wilkinson,
Ronald Steinmetz, Dick Wellner, Ken Feraro, George Spriney, Tom Madden, Arlyn
Robinson, Scott Ortberg.

Pictured L-R:  Jack Schroeder, Susan Liddy, Bob
Horner, Greg Atkins and Steve Geise

Join us for the Hall of Fame
Banquet on Friday, October
10, as we honor the 
following 2003 inductees:
Athlete:

Robert “Chip” Faehling (’89)
Greg Hutchison (’74)
Joe Kovacevich (’63)

Official:
Bill Roths (’73)

Coach:
Anthony “Tony” DiCecco (’71)
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Online Program:
The Online Program continues to expand 

its programs and courses. Among the under-
graduate majors we have added or are in the
process of adding are criminal justice, finance,
and human resources management. We are 
also adding an emphasis in global business 
to the MBA program.

As part of a broader Extended University
initiative, we are entering into articulation
agreements with community colleges across 
the country. For example, we recently added
Mohave Community College in Arizona and
Lehigh-Carbon Community College in
Pennsylvania as articulation partners.

Des Moines, Iowa:
The Des Moines Center will celebrate 

20 years of “meeting educational needs of
learners worldwide” on August 1, 2003, with 
a reception at the Center. Invitations have been
mailed to Des Moines-area alumni, so mark
your calendars!

Prairie du Chien, Wisconsin:
The Prairie Center will soon offer classes 

at Western Wisconsin Technical College’s
Viroqua campus. UIU-Prairie currently offers
classes at Southwest Wisconsin Technical
College in Fennimore. Total enrollment at UIU-
Prairie is up to 140 students, 30 of whom were
honored with a graduation celebration dinner
in April.

News f rom
the Centers

“I am proud to be a Peacock because having grown up in West Union, Iowa,
in the 70’s and 80’s, and having left the state for over ten years, I returned 
to discover all of the wonderful changes that occurred at the Fayette

Campus. It was important for me to note that despite adversity in the late 70’s 
and early 80’s, UIU has blossomed in so many wonderful ways! The changes have 
been phenomenal, and I am proud to say I work at UIU!

■ Linda Hoopes
UIU Director of Admissions

Centers honor seniors
with graduation
receptions

Prairie du Chien Center Graduation Reception, April 22, 2003
Pictured L-R: Front row: Jennifer Kleinlein, Corrine O’Brien, Karen Ostrander, Kristy Sommerfeldt, 
Melanie Wentz  Back row: Crystal Bader, Debra Heins, Megan Graney, Jennifer Benda, Stacy Stock, 
Jennifer Wikan, Melissa Wright, Lynette Sander

Cheryl Landry (’03 Madison) is surrounded 
by her strongest supporters

Madison Center Graduation
Reception March 27
Barbara Wolfe, Dawn-Marie Roberts, Joyce
Bonner, and Jackie Gehin (’03 Madison)
celebrate their well-deserved achievement.

Wausau Center Graduation
Reception, April 8, 2003

Madison Center graduate Maggie Bales (’03)
posed with her family on graduation Saturday.

Fayette Campus Graduation
Reception, May 5, 2003



Bridge Summer  03 17

We also have entered into “transition
agreements” with four-year institutions that do 
not offer their own graduate business programs
as a way to facilitate the entrance of their
graduates into our MBA program. The College
of Saint Mary in Nebraska is one of these.
This is an opportunity for our partners to 
add value to serving their own students, while
providing a seamless way for them to enroll 
in UIU’s online MBA program.

Many of our alumni have taken advantage
of UIU’s MBA program. The MBA application
fee is waived for UIU graduates, and we hope
many more UIU graduates will take advantage
of the opportunity to continue their education
with UIU.

Waterloo Center has 
found a new home

The UIU Waterloo Center has a home 
of its own. Students and faculty had 
previously shared facilities with Hawkeye
Community College in Waterloo. With 
Waterloo Center enrollment now over 400,
Upper Iowa was ready to move into its own
facility. Some modifications will be made 
to the academic “articulation” agreement
between Hawkeye and Upper Iowa, although
Hawkeye students wishing to continue 
studies toward a bachelor’s degree with 
Upper Iowa may still do so.

The new 19,000-square-foot facility is
located in Lockard Development’s University
Plaza building at 3563 University Avenue 
in Waterloo. Waterloo Center staff made the
move to the new location on June 16 in time
for classes to begin there on June 30.

A Grand Opening reception is planned for
Friday, August 15, 3:00-6:00 pm. All are
welcome! Please RSVP to Tracy Brandt by
phone at 319-232-6980 or by email at
brandtt@uiu.edu.

Upper Iowa has been serving adult 
learners in Waterloo since 1985 and boasts
over 1,200 alumni. Students at the Waterloo
Center may choose from 13 majors, 6 minors,
5 certificate programs, and 2 associate 
degree programs.

UIU opens new center 
in Ankeny, Iowa 

Des Moines area students will now have 
a second convenient UIU location. In addition
to the center in West Des Moines, a new 
center was opened on May 5th, 2003, to serve 
a growing number of learners in central Iowa.
The Ankeny Center currently offers four evening
classes and will move into a permanent facility 
in January, 2004.

UIU salutes our students and 
alumni serving their country 
locally and far from home.

You have made
us proud!

continued–

Milwaukee Center Graduation
Reception, May 2, 2003

Blackhawk Center Graduation
Reception, April 12, 2003

Private scholarships are
created and funded for a number 
of reasons – to recognize student
scholars, to create new opportunities
where few exist, or to honor the
memory of an Upper Iowa alumnus
or friend. Each year the Honors and
Awards Banquet gives scholarship
donors the opportunity to meet the
student recipients of the scholarship
they sponsor. In addition, students
have a chance to meet the
benefactors who contribute to their
education. As a university, it is our
chance to thank those who
enthusiastically support Upper Iowa
students and recognize student
achievement. 

Over 150 scholarships were
awarded to students in business,
education, liberal arts, science and
mathematics, and interdisciplinary
programs. Junior Gina Burken
(Clinton, Iowa) is one student for
whom scholarships make a real
difference. “Receiving this
scholarship means that I can come
back to school next year. Otherwise,
I would have had a hard time finding
a way to pay for school next year.
That makes a big difference because
I will be finishing next year, and I
won’t have to take a year off.”

Honors and
Awards

Junior Gina Burken (’04) receives the Irene
Humphry Anderson Scholarship in English from
scholarship sponsor Marilyn Anderson Estes.

Des Moines Center Graduation
Reception, April 11, 2003
Lance Clauson and Kathy Sheets 
(’03 Des Moines) look forward to graduation.

Waterloo Center Graduation
Reception, May 2, 2003
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Congratulations to our phonathon
team of 28 students who raised over $52,000
for Upper Iowa! Private gifts to the University
allow us to do more for our students without
passing the costs on to them. For this reason,
tuition at Upper Iowa is consistently among the
lowest in the Iowa Conference. Phonathon is an
on-campus job that gives our students a chance
to speak with alumni and gain an appreciation
for the heritage of their school, raise money 

for a great cause that they
believe in, and gain
practical skills and
experience that they can

talk about in a professional interview. 
Our thanks not only to the 873 alumni who

pledged their financial support to Upper Iowa
through phonathon this year, but also to the
countless others who gave their time to speak
with our students and encourage them. Senior
Marty Hamel of Dubuque, Iowa, writes: “This
year’s phonathon was a great experience for
me. I had many interesting conversations with
alumni who are grateful for their Upper Iowa
education, and have succeeded in the ‘real
world.’ I was able to pick up some great advice
from them as I prepare for my future. It was
also fun to hear some of their personal stories.
I remember one conversation in particular with
a gentleman who loved trout fishing. He told
me about some great places to fish and told me
about a trip he had taken to Alaska. These types
of conversations really made this a pleasant
experience for me.”

“This year’s phonathon
was a great experience
for me. I had many
interesting conversations
with alumni who are
grateful for their Upper
Iowa education, and have
succeeded in the ‘real
world.’”

– continued from page 17

Gina is grateful for Upper Iowa’s
unique “two at a time” academic
schedule that has allowed her to
accelerate her degree requirements. 
In three years she will graduate with 
a double major in English and
communications, and a certificate in
marketing. This course load elsewhere
may have taken nearly five years to
complete. She also appreciates the
open-door policy and accessibility of
Upper Iowa’s faculty and staff. After
graduation, Gina hopes to pursue 
a public relations or editorial career.

Four new scholarships will be
awarded annually beginning in the 
fall of 2003. This might be just the
opportunity you’ve been waiting for 
to encourage a deserving student!

Scholarship 

Criteria Assistance 

Vanguard Scholarship
Minimum of 16 high school

academic units; 3.25 high school GPA;
25 ACT composite or 1,150 combined
SAT score; strong extracurricular
involvement in high school; renewable
up to $10,000

Quest Scholarship
Minimum of 15 high school

academic units; 3.0 high school GPA;
22 ACT composite or 1,000 combined
SAT score; renewable up to $6,500

Hallmark Scholarship
Demonstrated academic promise in

a specific academic discipline at Upper
Iowa; minimum of 15 high school
academic units; 2.75 high school GPA;
20 ACT composite or 900 combined
SAT score; renewable up to $5,000

Prominence Scholarship
Demonstrated extracurricular 

and/or leadership prowess while in 
high school; renewable up to $2,500 

Contact Michelle Rourke, 
Director of University Advancement, 
for more information about contributing
to a scholarship fund annually or
perpetually. Call 1-800-553-4150 x 5 
or email rourkem@uiu.edu.

Attention Teachers:
Teacher Education graduates with an “open” teaching credential file may now manage their file

in their own possession. Your application folder includes the following: cover letter, resumé, refer-
ence list, copy of your unofficial transcript, Iowa standardized teacher vacancy application, letters of
reference, and coaching authorization (if applicable). The new procedure will be more efficient and
save you time when applying for teaching positions. Contact Karla Gavin in Career Services at 563-
425-5208 or by email at gavink@uiu.edu to receive your file.

Effective August 1, 2003, UIU will no longer store “closed” credential files. Teacher Education
alumni will soon receive a letter with instructions about changing your credential file to “open”
status so that you may begin managing your own file. Be advised that all “closed” credential
files unclaimed by February 2004 will be discarded.
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The UIU Logo Store is your 
one stop shop for Upper Iowa 
University merchandise. Great 
birthday, graduation, holiday, or “just
because” gifts for the entire family. 

Be sure to visit either of our 
locations at the Fayette and 
Des Moines campuses. 
If you can’t make it into the 
store, shop online.

www.uiu.edu/logostore

Fayette Store

563-425-5248

M-F, 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

Lower Level, Garbee Hall

Fayette Campus

Des Moines Store

515-225-1800 x 227

Call for hours

1119 5th Street

West Des Moines

SHOW
YOUR
PEACOCK
PRIDE!
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At the Alumni Center, we tend to use phrases
like “giving back” to Upper Iowa, or “investing”
in our students. Generations of students have
benefited from the generosity of alumni ever
since the first alumni association was formed in
1873 (called the “Old Students” Association).
“Generosity” can take many forms, and “giving
back” and “investing” are not always financial
activities. This is the story of an alumnus who
“gave back.” His “investment” has matured 
and is now paying dividends at Upper Iowa.

Dave Martin (’91) recalls, “Ever since I 
was a kid, I knew I wanted to coach college
basketball.” His brother-in-law (Ron Halverson,
’93) was attending Upper Iowa in the late
1980s and encouraged Dave to transfer from
Wartburg College (Waverly, Iowa). Once at 
Upper Iowa, he fell in love with the campus 
and credits “Coach Pro” (Bill Prochaska, ’63) 
with giving him a chance as a student assistant
with the men’s basketball team. 

This opportunity, Martin recalls, was 
a two-way street. “The basketball program 
was understaffed at that time, and I think he
appreciated the assistance as much as I
appreciated the opportunity.”

After he changed majors about six times,
Marge Nihart called from the registrar’s office
to ask whether Dave ever planned to graduate.
He had 180 hours of credits in public relations,
secondary education, business, and human
services; but beyond basketball, Martin wasn’t
sure what he wanted to do. Together they
matched degree requirements with the credits
he had already earned and he eventually
graduated with a degree in social sciences. 
“I took what I would call a nontraditional path
to my degree. In retrospect, maybe it wasn’t 
a bad route to go, because it prepared me 
for what I do on a daily basis.”

After serving as a student assistant, Dave
remained in Fayette after graduation and
worked at various local jobs so he could still 
be part of Upper Iowa basketball as a volunteer.
He was hired as an assistant coach in 1993 and
became head coach in 2000. “We had a real
good run in the 90s; we won three conference
championships and went to the national
tournament twice. I hope that part of the

reason I got the job was because they
recognized that I was part of those successes.”

Martin’s responsibilities as head coach
extend beyond recruiting, running practices
and coaching games. An essential part of his
job is to provide a family environment for his
team in order to create conditions conducive 
to teaching and learning – both on and off 
the court. “The lessons that I try to teach in
basketball go far beyond winning and losing. 

I consider winning to be a process. If you can
teach kids responsibility and discipline, and 
to value their education, then winning will be 
a by-product of that. I tell my team that if you
can’t get it done in the classroom, you won’t 
get it done on the court. When they have some
success in the classroom, you can see the
amount of pride they take in that. It shows 

on the court, the way they carry themselves,
and how they act on the road. All of that is
important to our program and our success.”

Martin takes tremendous pride in the total
athletic program at Upper Iowa and is grateful
to those who invested in him while he was 
a student here. “Mike McCready* was a big
influence on me here at Upper Iowa. I learned
a lot of life lessons from him, and he was 
a big part of the decision to give me an
opportunity. And obviously Coach Pro did a 
lot for me to help get me started. I don’t know
that I would have had the same opportunities
someplace else.”

Martin finds it especially meaningful that 
his childhood dream of coaching basketball is
being realized at his Alma Mater. “Everything
I’ve got now I got from Upper Iowa – most 
of my friends, and I met my wife Kris (Andrews,
’94) here. So it’s not like I just work here.
Upper Iowa has become a major part of my 
life. To see it grow and be successful is very
important to me. I’ve lived here close to half 
my life. This is my home.”

Coach Martin appreciates the history of UIU
basketball and the legacy that precedes him. 

“I can walk into any gym in the state wearing
my UIU jacket and high school coaches and
alumni come up to me all the time and
introduce themselves and ask, ‘How’s Coach
Pro? Is Coach Pro still around?’ That must have
happened 25 times at the state tournament this
year. Indeed, Coach Pro is still around and is
still very much a part of Dave’s coaching style.

GIVING
BACK

Head Men’s Basketball Coach Dave
Martin (’91) continues the tradition.

“I am proud to be a Peacock because this is the school I played football for 
and will be getting my degree from. I will never forget UIU. I will always 
be a Peacock.

■ Olan Miller  •  ’04 Fitness Major, Fayette  •  Visalia, California

Alumni mentors
inspire a new
generation of 

alumni mentors
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“I find myself saying things to my students that
he always said to us.” Evidently other former
students-turned-coaches do as well. Martin
recalls a high school basketball game coached
by Todd Linderbaum (’93), one of “Pro’s
Boys.” “I had to laugh when I heard him tell
his players, ‘Get some touches!’ [in other
words, move the ball around the court]. This 
is the same thing Coach Pro always told us, 
and I say it to my guys, too.”

This sense of history and tradition is
something Martin seeks to instill in his players.
The fact that he is himself an alumnus only
serves to enhance his roles as coach, educator,
mentor, and friend to his students. “I often
speak to the team about former players. It is
important for them to know there is a rich
history at Upper Iowa. We were playing down 
at Coe (Cedar Rapids, Iowa) when here came
Greg Atkins (’85), who had just been inducted
into the UIU Hall of Fame in 2002. He talked
with the team about Upper Iowa and his
memories of UIU basketball. It was a neat
experience for the guys. It is important that our
students know of the successes of our alumni –
the teachers, the coaches, the business people.
It gives them a good feeling to know that their
UIU education will be fruitful.”

Asked what he hoped would never change
about Upper Iowa University, Dave quickly
responded, “the people.” Not a surprising
answer, given the impact that alumni mentors
have had in his life as a student and in his
professional career. “Upper Iowa has been
blessed the whole time I’ve been here with
great people. People who care, people who
want to see students succeed. I hear it
whenever a recruit comes to visit, whenever
parents bring their kids in the fall to start
classes – that’s a theme that rings true. Upper
Iowa does a wonderful job of going above and
beyond the call to make sure students have an
opportunity to be successful.” Dave Martin has
experienced that firsthand, and has returned
the favor by investing in his students. “Hardly 
a day goes by without a phone call or an email
from a former player. Somehow you’ve
impacted that person enough to want to stay 
in touch. To hear about how they’re successful
and what they’re doing – I can’t even put into
words how proud I am of those guys and how
much that means to me.”

* Mike McCready was the athletic director from 
1986-1995 and coached wrestling at UIU for 
15 years before his untimely death in 1999. The
annual intercollegiate Mike McCready Wrestling
Tournament is held in Dorman Gym in his honor.

Deodrick Sanders (’03) 
Marketing and Communications
Corsicana, Texas

Deodrick Sanders first learned about Upper Iowa University when Dave Martin came to his
high school on a recruiting visit. “I was ready to get away, and I was looking for an opportunity
to play basketball. The biggest influence on my decision to come to Upper Iowa was Dave’s
interest in me as a basketball player. And he was persistent.” Other colleges were recruiting
Deodrick as well, but Martin was always quick to send application materials, and he stayed in
good communication with him throughout the admission process. Martin’s personal attention
impressed Sanders, and he arrived in Fayette site unseen. Even though the rural location came
as a bit of a shock, he was soon able to get focused on his schoolwork and he earned a 4.0 his
freshman year.

For Deodrick Sanders and other basketball players far from home, the TEAM environment
that their coach provides has meant a great deal. “He really does create a family atmosphere
with the team, we’re welcomed with open arms. He has us over to his house to eat, and he
always grills, his wife bakes us cookies. He encourages us to get together outside of the gym,
stick together, choose our friends wisely, and stay out of trouble.”

In his four years as a student athlete, Deodrick has gained an appreciation for the history
and tradition of the UIU basketball program. “We talk about former players and MVPs, and it’s

good to talk to guys who have graduated and come back to campus.” Sanders and other
students wouldn’t mind seeing more of UIU alumni on campus. “One of the easiest ways alumni
could get involved is just through their words of encouragement. I’d like to see them come out
to watch our games and just be there to support us.”

Deodrick is grateful for his Upper Iowa education. “It has been a good experience. It
definitely helped me to grow and develop and become a better person.” In addition to his
coach, Deodrick will remember Jobyna Johnston (financial aid director), Jill Roth (’93, his
work-study supervisor), and his teachers for giving back and helping students find their way.

Deodrick Sanders began his new position with Pfizer, Inc., in pharmaceutical sales just two
weeks after graduation. He hopes to go on to graduate school in the near future.

Men’s basketball team, 2003. Deodrick Sanders 
is pictured in the 2nd row, 3rd from the left.
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Harvard Barr (’41) Austin, MN,
received a “Thank-you, America”
certificate at a ceremony at the
Veterans’ Memorial and Community
Center in Inver Grove Heights, MN,
last August. The Counsel General of
France in the United States issued
the “Thank-you, America” on behalf
of the French authorities. The
certificate is meant to express 
the gratitude of the French people
to the American soldiers who
participated in the Normandy
Landing and liberation of France 
on French territory and in French
territorial waters and airspace
between June 1944 and May 1945.
Harve served in the amphibious
engineers unit of the U.S. Army 
from 1943-46. He and his wife,
Marie, recently celebrated their 
60th wedding anniversary. They
have nine grandchildren and five 
great-grandchildren.

Derryl
Dummermuth
(’46) Tulare, CA,
has published a
coffee-table
book, A Town
Called Tulare: A
Pictorial History
of Tulare,
California. It tells

the story of the discovery of the
Great Central Valley of California by
Spanish explorers in 1772 and the
history of Tulare since its founding
by the Southern Pacific Railroad in
1872. The book, containing 250
photographs, is available through
the Tulare Historical Museum
(559/686-2074). 

Leonard Gittler (’47) Liverpool, NY,
retired from his busy optometry
practice and plans to become
active in the Syracuse Science
Museum. He enjoys cross-country
travel in his RV with his son as they
visit friends and relatives and
pursue their interests in drag-racing
and astronomy.

A. Arthur Weber (’47) Cedar Rapids,
IA, has been retired 22 years and
has enjoyed traveling for the
Veterans of Foreign Wars. He has
been Americanism Patriotic Officer
for Iowa since 1982, giving over 200
speeches to community and school
groups. He was recognized by the
National VFW for logging over
27,000 volunteer hours.

Robert (’49) and Zeida
(Brockmeyer) Clark (’49) Fort
Pierce, FL, will celebrate their 55th
wedding anniversary July 20. They
are a UIUnion, married on campus
in 1948. Robert is a semiretired
pastor, and Zeida has retired from
her music ministry.

Harland (’37) and Marion (Dutton)
Muller (’37) Williamsburg, IA,
formed a UIUnion in 1938 and
celebrated their 65th wedding
anniversary by renewing their
wedding vows on Valentine’s Day.
They met at Upper Iowa when
Harland’s friends challenged him 
to get a date with Marion. His 
tactic was to get her attention 
by “trying” to run into her with 
his car. It worked! Their secret 
to marital bliss: spirituality, love,
understanding, and sense of humor! 

Robert (’35) and Dorene (Mattke)
Paul (’37) Oelwein, IA, also formed
a UIUnion in 1938. They were
featured in the Bride issue of the
Oelwein Register for 65 years of
marriage.

Grant Peterson (’39) Marshalltown,
IA, and his wife, Margaret, have
been married 61 years and became
great-grandparents for the first
time. Hanna Hausmann was born
January 26, 2002. 

Not only do we have students and alumni all around the world, The
Bridge has been all around the world, too! Take The Bridge with you on
your travels, near or far, and send us a photo of you with your Bridge by
a distinguishing sign or landmark. Your photos will appear in upcoming
editions of The Bridge in the Class Notes section.

Send photos to:
The Bridge
Upper Iowa University
Alumni Center
P.O. Box 1857
Fayette, IA 52142

Or email high resolution (300dpi) 
JPG images to: leec@uiu.edu.

The 7th Annual UIU Women’s Reunion met April 11-13 at Eagle Ridge
Territory in Galena, IL. This year’s hostesses were Deb (Hand) Hess (’73),
MaryAnn (Hedstrom) Macier (’73), and Pam (Gaulke) Sparrgrove (’71).
The reunion is open to all UIU alumnae and is held each April.
For more information, contact Marcia Andrews (’79) at 563-425-4291.
Pictured L-R:  1st ROW: Sue Krauskopf Sadowski, Kara Caufield, Donna
Stark Abrahms, Deb Hand Hess, Linda Leech Marzalek 2nd ROW:  Carrie
Citrongola, Diane Kinkead Harms, Becky Harms Read, Edie Gibson Hines,
MaryAnn Hedstrom Macier, Chris Lamy DeLong, Kari Daily Gunderson,
Debbie Gent Scholle 3rd ROW:  Marcia Andrews, Nancy LaSusa Meyer,
Connie Dahlke Meschini, Janie Swaner Wall, Spring Klaus, Melanie
Mueleman Lenth. Attending but not pictured:  Pam Gaulke Sparrgrove,
Janny Aanes Dupuis, Jackie Dupuis, Jean Hofford Koenig, Diane Fessler
Aldrich.
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Don’t forget to “Take us with you!”

Education Professor Gail
Moorman-Behrens celebrated
the conferral of her doctorate
with a trip to Rome. She is
pictured here with her Bridge
just outside the Vatican.
Evidently there are Peacocks
in Rome, too!
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Myron Moore (’49) Riceville, IA, and
his wife, Norma, are the proud
great-grandparents of Alexander
Jay Moore born February 4, 2003.
Myron is a retired teacher and
coach.

Earl (’52) and Sheila (Turner)
Billington (’52) Cedar Rapids, IA,
recently took a trip to Fairbanks,
AK, and were lucky enough while
there to see the Northern Lights in
all their beauty.

Richard E. (Dick) Smith (’52)
Fayette, IA, and his wife, Marjorie,
celebrated their 50th wedding
anniversary April 27. They farmed in
the Fayette area 30 years, and are
parents of Steve, Tom, Cindy and
Maury. They have seven
grandchildren and four great-
grandchildren. Dick and Marge are
shown here on a recent vacation in
Kauai, HI.

Janice (Luce) Farnum (’56)
Maquoketa, IA, and Edward Weston
Merriam were married January 16,
2000, at Velda Rose Methodist
Church in Mesa, AZ. They enjoy
winter in Mesa and return to
Maquoketa for summer.

Bernard (’56) and Marlene (Brown)
Huenecke (’57) Burnsville, MN,
celebrated the 50th anniversary of
their UIUnion on June 7. They are
both retired from teaching.

Theodore
Vandevier (’56)
Cincinnati, OH,
earned his MA
at Wright State
University and
completed 65
hours of
postgraduate

work. He retired in 1992 after 36
years as a teacher/coach. He has 
five great-grandchildren!

H. Duane (’57) and Shirley
(Wildman) Johnson (’58) Torrance,
CA, have been married nearly 45
years. They have one daughter 
who is married and lives in the Los
Angeles area with her two children;
their other daughter lives in a
Phoenix suburb with her husband
and daughter. When Shirley was a
student, she worked in the library
on campus.

Terrence Lewis
(’63) Springfield,
VA, is director 
of business
development 
for Cetrom
Information
Technology, 
an application
service provider. 

Sara (Rogers) Sheets (’65)
Independence, IA, is going to retire
from teaching art at East Buchanan
High School and start her own
business. She will be designing and
hand-painting children’s furniture.

Alice-Jane (Forrest) Walter (’65)
Ames, IA, teaches composition 
at Des Moines Area Community
College.

James Wessels (’66) Hackensack,
MN, has the pleasure of living in
Northern Minnesota from May to
November where he is a guide 
for fishermen and deer hunters.
December through April, he resides
in Florida and Texas where he
competes in bass tournaments. He
enjoys fishing and hunting with his
two grandsons and watching them
compete in athletics. All in all, a
great retirement!

LaVonne (Meier) Emkes (’68) Denver,
IA, together with her husband,
Herman, manages a manufactured
housing community. She is active in
the American Legion Auxiliary, her
church, a German club, and enjoys
extensive travel.

Mary Wildman (’68) Elkader, IA, 
is enjoying her retirement from
teaching in the elementary schools.
She vacationed in Europe with her
daughters for three weeks in
October.

Elinor (Mahlstedt) Ferguson (’69)
Gunnison, CO, received the
Gunnison Chamber of Commerce
Outstanding Teacher Award. She
was also named Teacher of the Year
in mathematics for the Western
Slope’s Region Six by the Colorado
Council of Teachers of Mathematics.
Elinor teaches third and fourth
grades at Gunnison Community
School. She is married to Stu (’68).

Ann (Witt)
Lusson (’69)
Waterloo, IA,
worked as a
training officer 
at the Mental
Health Institute
in Independence,
retiring last July

after 33 years of service. She is now
working at Adults Incorporated 
in Waterloo.

L. Madonna (Luster) Rouiller (’58)
Waukesha, WI, and her husband,
James, will celebrate their 40th
wedding anniversary in October.
They have a new grandchild born
January 18 in Ireland.

Donald (’58) and Mary Beth
(Chismore) Wendland Waucoma, IA,
vacationed in Alaska and Japan last
year. They posed in front of a small
waterfall while hiking in Banff
National Park in Canada enroute 
to Alaska. 

Carl DeWoody (’59) Olin, IA, recently
traveled to Washington, DC,
Georgia, and New Orleans. 

Gene Klinge (’62) Maynard, IA,
coached his 1,000th West Central
High School girls’ basketball game
on February 8. His record after 41

years is 817-
186. Gene was
inducted into
the UIU Athletic
Hall of Fame in
1990, and this
July will go to
Tulsa, OK, to 
be inducted into
the National

High School Athletic Coaches Hall
of Fame. The winningest active
girls’ coach in Iowa, Gene has
accepted a position as head girls’
basketball coach at Allamakee High
School in Waukon next year. 

Patricia Jo Murphy (’62) North
Brunswick, NJ, retired from
teaching in June 2002. She was 
a special education elementary
teacher in New Brunswick,
receiving her master’s degree from
Trenton State Teachers College. 
She is listed in Who’s Who Among
American Teachers for service to
New Jersey public school children.
In retirement, Patricia plans 
on doing lots of traveling and
organizational charitable work. 

Gene Wellman (’62) Stoddard, WI,
has come out of retirement to take
a position with the University of
Wisconsin-La Crosse as director
and instructor of clinical field
experience. Gene is married to
Sandee; they have three children
and 10 grandchildren. Even 40 
years after his graduation, Gene 
still wears his UIU class ring. Now
that is Peacock Pride!

Pat (Dibble) Arthaud (’70) Hazleton,
IA, was honored at the Iowa State
Fair for the 4-H Centennial Hall of
Fame. As Iowa celebrated 100 years
of 4-H, each county selected one
person who volunteered above and
beyond for the organization to be
inducted into the Centennial Hall of
Fame. Since 1956, Pat has served 
4-H in various capacities, including
being a club leader, judge, record
keeping consultant, presenter for
county leaders’ workshops,
presenter for state judges’ training,
co-chair of the state committee
revising 4-H record keeping, and
sponsor for county plaques.

Donald Benton (’70) Burlington, IA,
is working on his 23rd book.

Max Kirk (’70)
Cedar Falls, IA,
is a partner in
the Ball, Kirk
and Holm law
firm in Waterloo.
Max was
bestowed the
honor of being
named to the

American College of Trial Lawyers.
Only 1% of lawyers in a particular
state or province can become
members of the college, and
membership to this exclusive
fellowship is by invitation only. Max
is also a member of the Black Hawk
County Bar Association and over
the years served as president and 
a member of the judicial nominating
commission. Max is also a member
of the Iowa State Bar Association
and served six years on its Board 
of Governors. 

Jean (Wright) Maricle (’70) New
Hampton, IA, has retired from
teaching and is currently in the
22nd season of owning and
operating Four Winds Resort 
in Ray, MN.

Mary (Urbain) Cross (’71) Oelwein,
IA, retired last spring after 26 years
of teaching at Oelwein Community
Middle School. 

Dennis Osmundson (’71) Decorah,
IA, retired in May after 33 years in
education, 32 of which were at

South
Winneshiek
Schools in
Calmar. For 
the last 20 years
he served as
athletic director
and was
instrumental 
in establishing 

a very active athletic booster club
for the school district. He received 
a special “School Administrator
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Award” March 22 during halftime 
of the Class 3A championship game
at the Boys State Basketball
Tournament in Des Moines in
appreciation for his contribution to
the overall interscholastic athletic
program in Iowa. He is secretary to
the Upper Iowa Conference athletic
directors and is a past AD of the
Year, as selected by the West Union
Officials’ Association. In retirement,
Dennis plans to continue officiating
wrestling, and teaching a Northeast
Iowa Community College class on
coaching techniques and theory. 
He and his wife, Vicky, have three
grown children, Darin (’97), Joy 
and Nate.

Nell Stephens (’71) Bakersfield, CA,
is retired but still substitute teaches
occasionally. She visited campus
last year when she was homesick
for Iowa, and thought the campus
looked great!

Bruce (’72) 
and Judith
(Bickford)
Mallory (’72)
moved to Grand
Rapids, MI, after
Bruce retired
from teaching
27 years of 
fifth grade in

Alburnette, IA. Judie accepted a
position as software engineer with
Encoda Systems in Grand Rapids.
She travels
extensively
installing
software for
cable TV
companies and
training their
personnel how
to use it. Bruce
frequently
accompanies her and enjoys the
sites and history of different cities.

Andrea (Hoover) Possehl (’72)
Goose Creek, SC, earned her
doctorate in education through
Nova Southeastern University. 

Beverly (Hakel) Probert (’72)
Wadena, IA, has been named in
Who’s Who in America’s Teachers
this year. She is a teacher at Central
Community Schools and looks
forward to retirement at the end 
of this school year.

Jon Stull (’72) Cedar Falls, IA, has
given several public readings from
his book of poetry, Singing the
Lake’s Desire. Published in 1999,
the book will soon be in its third

Stanley Lukowski (’78) Olyphant,
PA, has been mayor of Throop, PA,
for ten years. 

Alison Johnson (’79) Arlington, IA,
teaches science at Starmont High
School and has a successful
business with her husband, Loren,
raising miniature horses on their
farm.

Van Wimmer (’79) Salem, VA, and
his wife, Rose, both retired from
their jobs and created a business
called Treasures of the Earth G & J
Shows (www.toteshows.com). They
promote and present gem, mineral,
and jewelry shows across the
eastern half of the United States. 

Thomas Clark (’80) Clarksville, IA,
has operated Clark Insurance for
the past 15 years. He has also
enjoyed coaching a boys’ baseball
team for the last five years. 

Frieda (Thielman) Davis (’80)
Vinton, IA, is retired from her
nursing career and enjoying a new
great-granddaughter, Katelyn, born
August 6 in Nebraska.

Joe Monaco (’80) Scotch Plains, NJ,
is actively involved in his church 
and recently spearheaded a very

successful fundraising effort to
restore the bells at Our Lady of
Mount Carmel Church. He also
enjoys frequent trips to Europe and
in January visited Rome and London,
including Buckingham Palace. 

Karen (Johnson) Domjanovic (’81)
Orchard, IA, was elected to the
office of Soil & Water Commissioner
of Mitchell County for a term of four
years. 

Annette (Meyers) Ennis (’81)
Asbury, IA, was married to David
Ennis on January 17. Their wedding
was in the chapel at the Pentagon.

Kevin D’Angelo (’82) Ellicott City,
MD, is accounting manager with
Applied Data Systems in Columbia.
He also works
as an NCAA
football official
with the Eastern
College Athletic
Conference and
the East Carolina
Football Officials
Association.

printing. Jon has taught in the
Waterloo schools for nearly 30
years, in addition to teaching
English and writing at the college
level part time. He is also a member
of the University of Northern Iowa’s
graduate faculty in the Creative
Writing program. 

Rhonda (Neil) Koch (’74) St. Ansgar,
IA, is a fifth grade teacher at St.
Ansgar Middle School. She received
the “Golden Apple” award.

Kendal Paget (’74) Tallahassee, FL,
has taken a position with Seminole
Community College in Orlando 
as a special needs coordinator 
for workforce development. 

Jim Mazziotti (’75) Bend, OR, 
is a broker in the real estate
department at Eagle Crest Resort in
central Oregon. Last July he moved
with his family from Oelwein where
he had served as a city councilman,
president of the Oelwein Area
Economic Development
Foundation, president of the
Oelwein Chamber of Commerce,
Commander of the Sons of the
American Legion and many other
community leadership roles. His
wife, Leann, is with the Bank of the
Cascades. They have been married
23 years and have three children. 

Dan Anderson (’77) Mineral Springs,
NC, is loving retirement! He was
vice president of operations at
Bardan Company until 1996. Since
then he has been enjoying travel.

Kevin Andrew (’78) Eagle Grove, IA,
won the United States Powerlifting
Iowa State Championships Open in
2002. He competed against all ages
in the super heavyweight class. He
set a new record with a 1668 total
in the squat, bench and deadlift. He
also set a new master record in the
deadlift of 618 pounds. 

Kevin and his wife, Gina, have been
married 15 years and have a daughter
Gabriella. Since graduating from
UIU, Kevin taught high school PE,
played semipro football, and spent
one summer touring with the circus
act “Pirates of the Sky” as an aerial
performer. He completed a second
degree in accounting from the
University of Maryland.

Mark Scott (’82) Lawler, IA, is 
a math teacher at Turkey Valley
Schools and is working on his
graduate degree in administration.
He was named 1A Coach of the
Year in track. 

Marty and Martha (Marti) McKowen
(’83) Fairbank, IA, have enjoyed an
exciting year as their son, Brooks,
set several records in basketball. 
He is the all-time leading scorer at
Wapsie Valley where Marty coaches
boys’ basketball and teaches math.
Brooks is the highest scorer in Iowa
boys’ basketball history and the first
to score 1,000 points in a single
season. The McKowens’ oldest 
son, Jon (’02), coaches basketball
at Northern University High in 
Cedar Falls.

H. James Rogan (’83) The Villages,
FL, has been appointed production
manager, sound/lighting supervisor
at the Savannah Center. It is a
performing arts facility where he 
is responsible for all theatre shows
and productions. James has retired
twice — the first time after a 25-
year military career and the second
time after 12 years as director of
security at Northrop Corporation. 

Helen Hadley (’84) Waterloo, IA, is a
retired volunteer for the Black Hawk
County Mental Health Center. She
graduated from UIU at age 75!

Mark Lembke (’84) Rapid City, SD,
is owner of Capture Concepts, an
advertising, marketing and
consulting firm. He enjoys painting
wildlife pictures and has produced
television shows for Eastman’s
Hunting Journal and Hunting
America that were shown on the
Outdoor Channel. Mark and his
wife, Jeanie, a physician, have two
sons, Matthew (4) and Nickolas (1). 

Vincent Perri (’84) Greenfield
Township, PA, is vice president 
of Avica Professional Business
Services, Inc. 

Dan Dow (’85) LeRoy, MN, has
accepted a position as principal at
the elementary school in Russell, IA.
He and his wife, Shantel (Nelson,
former UIU student activities
director), together with their
children, are planning to build a
house on an acreage southeast 
of Des Moines.
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Michele Matt (’87) West Des
Moines, IA, was presented the Ruby
Award for outstanding sales
achievement and for sponsoring 
a new distributor at the annual
Inscape International Business
Conference. This premier event,
representing the largest gathering
of independent trainers and
consultants in the world, explores
leading-edge approaches to
improving individual and
organizational performance in
today’s diverse workplace. The
focus was on ways consultants can
help people discover and work from
their strengths and capitalize on
individual differences in a rapidly
changing and competitive world.
Michele, a member of the National
Speakers’ Association, was also 
a featured presenter at the
conference.

Patricia Matt (’87) Elkader, IA,
recently retired from teaching in 
the Jewish Girls’ School in Postville.
She described her experience there
as “three years of rewarding
knowledge.” Pat looks forward 
to travel, community projects 
and relaxing pleasures during 
her retirement.

Ron Prudencio (’88) Des Moines, IA,
is the owner of The UPS Store,
previously Mail Boxes Etc., in West
Des Moines. It is a pack and ship
business that also handles fax,
copy, mailbox rental, and other
services. Ron has served as vice
president of the Fil-AM Association
of Iowa, and president of the MBE
Central Iowa Ad Association for the
Mail Boxes Etc. franchisees. He is
also a member of the AM Breakfast
Club and Asian-Alliance of Iowa. 
In addition to his UIU degree in
management, Ron holds a degree in
business administration/accounting
from Iowa State University. His
hobbies include woodworking,
tennis, golf and family time with his
wife, LaRay, and their son, Wesley. 

Gregory Harrington (’89) Waterloo,
IA, and his wife, Cece, are
celebrating their 30th wedding
anniversary this June. They are
enjoying a new granddaughter, 
Tori, who just turned one. Greg 
is a supply management specialist
at John Deere.

Mike Harvey (’91) Buckingham, IA,
was honored with the 2003 Credit
Union Professional Cooperative
Spirit Award at the Iowa Credit
Union annual convention. He is
executive vice president at John
Deere Community Credit Union
where he has been employed 
for 16 years.

Larry (’91) and Karen Nation (’91)
Farmington, MN, have two children,
Jessica 5 and Dillon 3 1/2. Karen is
the human resources manager for
Valmont Lexington, and Larry is a
service center supervisor for
Symbol Technologies.

Virginia Dushek (’92) Mosinee, WI,
is working on completing her
master’s degree in theology.

Kimberly Latusick (’92) Waterloo,
IA, completed her Master of
Education in Educational
Leadership with an emphasis in
Secondary Principalship from the
University of Northern Iowa. She 
is a 7th grade teacher at Central
Middle School in Waterloo. She 
and her husband, Roger, have 
two married daughters, Kara 
and Jennifer.

Joseph Muller (’93) Albuquerque,
NM, has been busy with
deployments in the New Mexico Air
National Guard. He participated in
the FIDEA Air Show in Santiago,
Chile, in spring 2002, and is shown
here in front of the Kuwaiti Towers
in Kuwait City where he was
stationed from June-September
2002.

Patricia Yuska (’93) Hudson, IA, has
been employed at Hawkeye
Community College for several
years. Previously a degree audit
coordinator, she was recently
promoted to director of student
records and registration.

Rev. Gary Van Wert (’93) Des
Moines, IA, is an elder in the 
United Methodist Church, under
appointment as pastor of Easton
Place United Methodist Church.

Shane Knoche (’94) Anamosa, IA, 
is an educator at Anamosa High
School. He and his wife, Amy, had
their first child, Madison Lynn,
October 19.

Aaron McKay (’94) and Kathy
McKay of Pleasant Hill, IA,
celebrated their 1-year anniversary

April 13th,
2003. Aaron 
is in his 
eighth year
with U.S.
Senator
Chuck
Grassley,
currently
serving as 
his regional

director in Des Moines. Kathy 
is a 2nd lieutenant in the Iowa 
Army National Guard and the Rear
Detachment Commander for the
186th MPs as well as a correctional
officer at the Mitchellville
Correctional Facility.

Virgina Wren (’94, MA ’99)
Johnston, IA, is a full-time nurse 
at Mercy Medical Center who
appreciates the entrepreneurial
spirit fostered by Upper Iowa
University. She and three friends
opened a shop called “Whimsey” 
in the Valley Junction area of West
Des Moines. She describes it as 
“a fun and funky art gallery 
with jewelry, gifts and home
accessories” and really enjoys the
change of pace from health care.

Donna Burton (’95) Cedar Falls, IA,
retired from John Deere in Waterloo
and enjoys spending part of her
time as the facilities administrator
at the Supervisors Club.

David Mohlis (’95) Denver, IA, 
an eleven-year veteran with the
Waterloo Police Department, was
recently promoted to sergeant. 

Mary Baldwin (’96) Middleton, WI,
enjoys working with a diverse group
of students as the student services
manager at UW-Madison. Her
hobbies include golfing, biking,

gardening,
walking and
spending time
with her
family –
especially her
grandchildren,
Nicholas and
Alex, who 
are 3 and 
5 years old.

Sharon Buss
(’96) Denver,
IA, was
selected the
Outstanding
New Post-
Secondary
Educator for
Iowa in 2002.
She was

nominated by fellow members 
of the Iowa Business Education
Association for her work at
Hawkeye Community College, her
participation in offices held in local,
state, regional and national
professional associations, and
contributions to education through
major articles and publications. 
Her nomination was supported 
by her students who describe her
as a mentor, great motivator, and
dedicated instructor who really
cares and wants students to
succeed.

Angela Corcoran (’96) Ryan, IA, is
the senior manager over benefits
and human resources systems for
Yellowbooks USA in Cedar Rapids.
She is married to Mike, and they
have a son, Cooper, and daughter,
Kyleigh.

Robert Foerster (’96) South San
Francisco, CA, is the pastor of
Grand Avenue Baptist Church. He
completed a Master of Divinity from
Golden Gate Baptist Theological
Seminary in May 2002.

Marjorie (Mauer) Lau (’96) Aurora,
IA, and her husband, Bret, are proud
to announce the arrival of their son,
Tristan Jacob, born October 10,
2002. He joins two big sisters,
Haylee and Heidi.

Brent Seegers (’96) Denver, IA, has
combined his love for reptiles and
herpetology with an entrepreneurial

spirit to create his own business.
Ectotherm is a company that
produces a line of moist foods 
for reptiles, amphibians and
invertebrates. The products, which
include Cricket Yummies, Iguana
Yummies, and various other
Yummies, are sold in a local pet
store. Much of his business is 
done online at www.ectotherm.com
with many customers in New York,
California, and Florida. Brent’s
company is also making inroads 
in Mexico, Canada and Australia. 

Samy El-Baroudi (’97) Des Moines,
IA, is serving as vice president 
of Community Credit Union in 
Des Moines.

LaRon Garlock (’97) Johnston, IA, 
is a special education teacher at
Johnston Middle School and is
completing her Ed.S. at Drake
University. She is looking forward 
to an opportunity to teach at the
UIU Des Moines Center in the fall.

Are  you  look ing
for  a  job?

Making a career
change? We can
help. Contact the

Career Services office at
careers@uiu.edu or call 
563-425-5229 to speak 
with Karla Gavin or Jennifer
Biederman.
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Deb Grattan (’97) Cedar Falls, IA,
has been promoted to manager 
of human resources at John 
Deere Community Credit Union 
in Waterloo where she has worked
for 17 years.

Linda Papenheim (’97) Cedar 
Falls, IA, is demonstrating her
entrepreneurial skills by opening 
a gift shop in Parkersburg. The
Papenheim Shop specializes in
crafts, tables and rugs.

Robin Riddle (’97) Waynesville, MO,
completed her master’s degree in
human resources development 
and management. She is a
communications instructor with the
U.S. Army at Fort Leonard Wood.

Loga Seelan (’97, MA ’01) and Ron
Crooker (’98) West Union, IA,
celebrated their recent marriage
with a traditional Hindu wedding
ceremony at a temple in Ipoh,
Malaysia, on February 12. Loga 
is assistant manager of Walmart
Stores in Decorah, and Ron is
executive director of operations 
at UIU.

Rita Young (’97) is teaching English
in Seoul, South Korea. 

David Wilson (’97) Waterloo, IA, was
awarded the Diamond Individual
Achievement Award from the Iowa
Association of Realtors, recognizing
sales of more than $5 million in
2002 through efforts at Lockard
Realty Company. 

Steven Zrostlik (’97) Ames, IA, 
has been teaching for the Ames
Community School as a behavior
disorder teacher at the K-6th level
since his graduation from UIU.

Bridgette Boyd-Johnson (’98)
Urbandale, IA, is another UIU
entrepreneur. Her new business,

Focused
Solutions,
specializes 
in corporate
training and
development,
and career and
life coaching.
She conducts

workshops in the high performance
employee skills that companies 
fight to keep. Bridgette is a certified
personal and professional coach
and a member of the Association of
Training and Development, the Iowa
Chapter of the National Speakers
Association, and the Iowa Career
Coaches Association. She is
married and has a teenage son.

JoAn Headington (’98) Waverly, IA,
vice president of operations at Allen
Health Systems, received the
Outstanding Nurse Executive Award
during the 2003 annual meeting of
the Iowa Hospital Association.
Headington has been in a nursing
management role at Allen Hospital
for 27 years and in her current
position since 1990. 

Marcine Spoke (’98) Milwaukee, WI,
has completed her master’s degree
and is pursuing her Ph.D. in human
services. She is a supervisor at the
Bureau of Milwaukee Child Welfare.

Steven Ponsetto (’98) Ankeny, IA, is
currently working as a special agent
with the Iowa Division of Criminal
Investigation. 

Sarah Dierks (’99) Waterloo, IA, has
twice been nominated for the Walt
Disney Teacher of the Year Award,
and thrice nominated as a Gold Star
Teacher. She is the 7th grade social
studies and reading teacher at
Hoover Middle School in Waterloo.
Her three children keep her busy in
her spare time.

Shirley Greer (’99) Waterloo, IA, is
the director of the Gear-Up Program
at Logan Middle School in Waterloo. 

Timothy Lahart (’99) Palos Heights,
IL, is currently the head wrestling
coach for Br. Rice High School in
Chicago. 

Sandra Simmons (’99) Des Moines,
IA, has been promoted to program
coordinator for the Southwest Iowa
Department of Inspections &
Appeals. 

Rhonda Frerichs (’00) Evansdale, 
IA, was appointed production
scheduler for the assembly
business unit at John Deere 
Engine Works in Waterloo. She 
is responsible for planning the 
daily engine assembly schedule.
Previously, Rhonda was

administrative assistant for the
general supervisor of the machining
business unit.

Ginger Gates (’00) Madison, WI,
continued her education at
Edgewood College, earning a
master’s degree in business. She is
employed at M&I Bank in Madison.

Melanie Sampson (’00) Stafford, VA,
retired from the military as a master
sergeant and is now a government
contractor.

Kelly (Selch) Zancanaro (’00)
Valencia, CA, is working in West Los
Angeles as director of operations
for a financial planning corporation
and really loves her job. She is
currently studying for her Series 7
and 66 securities licenses. She is
married to David.

Michael “Boris” Becker (’01)
Marion, IA, received third place in
the Best Ad Designer category for
Class II weekly newspapers at the
2003 Iowa Newspaper Association
Convention, held in Des Moines 
on February 7, 2003. Becker is 
the graphic designer at the Marion
Times. He also does ad sales and
writes a weekly sports column. 
In addition to his third place honor,
Becker and his fellow staff
members took home first place 
in the Best Circulation/Carrier
Promotion for Class II weeklies.

Emily Marie Davis (’01) Lawton, OK,
is working as an intake assistant at
the Army Community Service at 
Fort Sill. She earned her master’s
degree in human relations from the
University of Oklahoma in May and
is currently completing supervision
hours for the License for
Professional Counseling. 

Phillip Hall (’01) Waterloo, IA, 
has been named to the 2002
International Who’s Who in
Information Technology. He recently
acquired Microsoft certification and
works as a PC/network support
technician for VGM and Associates. 

Linda Wiederhoeft (’01) Athens, WI,
is currently working as the accounts
payable assistant specializing in
freight at Wausau-Mosinee Papers
in Mosinee.

Laurie Benhart (’02) Oelwein, IA, has
accepted the position of mortgage
loan originator at the First National
Bank where she was previously
serving in a loan support capacity.
Laurie and her husband, Rod, have
two sons, Dakota and Russell.

Abbie Close (’02) Waterloo, IA, was
recently promoted at Adults Inc. to
the position of work coordinator in
the vocational training and contract
work services division.

Cindy Craig (’02) Manchester, IA,
has been employed at Rockwell
Collins for 15 years. Completion 
of her degree led to her recent
promotion to senior human
resource associate at the Rockwell
Collins facility in Cedar Rapids. 

DeVon English (’02) Colorado
Springs, CO, is teaching grades 
9-12 and is the head girls’
basketball coach at a Colorado
Springs area high school.

Mai Kao Moua (’03) Wausau, WI,
has been named by the Wausau
Daily Herald in their “Cool Women
Trading Cards” promotion as one 
of the outstanding women in the
community. She is the Hmong
women’s circle coordinator at the
Wausau Area Hmong Mutual
Association and coordinator for
HOPE (Hmong Organization for 
the Promise of Enrichment) Women.
She is a key player in improving 
the lives of Southeast Asians in
Marathon County, working as a
liaison for the county Sheriff’s
Department, raising scholarship
money for college-bound Hmong
women, and raising money to stock
county library shelves with material
for Southeast Asians. Mai Kao also
serves as news announcer on
WXCO-AM 1230’s Hmong Radio.

Mark Sardeson (’03) and Travis
Schieltz (’03) were recognized by
the Iowa Chapter of the Financial
Executives Institute with awards
including a memento and cash. 

Jesus Wilson (’03) was named to
the USA Wrestling World Select
Team, featuring world-class athletes
from the United States, Germany
and Russia. The World Select 
Team was created to compete at
the 2003 World Cup Wrestling
Championships when Cuba notified
event organizers that it could not
attend due to travel challenges.
Wilson was fifth in the 1993 World
Championships, competing for 
his native Cuba, and became a
naturalized U.S. citizen two years
ago. Coached by Dan Gable, the
World Select Team finished second,
defeating teams from Russia and
Ukraine. Wilson is currently ranked
second in his 132-pound weight
class. He was a two-time National
Champion for the Peacocks. 

J O B S  W A N T E D !

I s your employer hiring? Does your business offer student internships?  Send us your current job
postings or internship opportunities and help some UIU students get their start.  It’s as easy as
forwarding those emails that come across your computer to the Career Services office at

careers@uiu.edu.  What a simple way to make a big difference in the life of a student!
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I n  Memor iam

Dorcas (Smith) Lewis (’26), Lakewood, New Jersey

Elton R. Lewis (’27), Lakewood, New Jersey

Walter J. Polk (’29), Rock Island, Illinois, September 6, 2002

Ruth (Davis) Glinnen (’31), Fairbury, Illinois, January 19, 2003

Reed B. Doughty (’32), Dewitt, Iowa, December 30, 1999

Howard A. Gerbig (’32), Minneapolis, Minnesota, February 2001

Filetta (Oldfather) Dodge (’32), Waterloo, Iowa, February 8, 2003

Anthony W. Sungaila (’34), Clinton, Indiana, May 2, 2002

Mildred Irene (Potter) Kaberle (’36), Rowley, Iowa, December 8, 2002

Robert D. Brownell (’37), Morro Bay, California, February 2003

George J. Atchison (’39), Phoenix, Arizona, September 23, 2002

Norman A. Gunnison (’39), Stanley, Iowa, October 29, 2002

Robert A. Bellis (’41), Joplin, Missouri

Carol Eugenia Moe (’41), Asheville, North Carolina, June 21, 2002

Elizabeth (Burns) Hadar (’42), Humboldt, Iowa, March 8, 2003

Evelyn J. (Ficle) Levendusky (’43), Oelwein, Iowa, July 15, 2002

Donald L. Runyan (’44), La Porte City, Iowa, February 25, 2003

Dorothy (Lund) Raether (’45), Destin, Florida, October 1, 2002

Harold L. Daily (’47), Alamogordo, New Mexico, April 26, 2001

Harold D. Hoeft (’48), Parker, Arizona, May 5, 2001

Rue J. Farnum (’48), Fairbank, Iowa, November 13, 2002

William W. Murphy (’48), Oelwein, Iowa, April 6, 2003

Marion A. Dauenbaugh (’49), Marion, Iowa

Loren E. Court (’49), Aptus, California, March 12, 2001

Forrest D. Welch (’50), Hammond, Indiana

James C. Bacon (’51), Iowa City, Iowa, October 21, 2002

Edith (Carlson) Wells (’52), Clinton, Iowa

Orpha (Miller) Schrandt (’53), Clinton, Iowa, June 4, 2002

Shirley Howard (’54), Denver, Iowa

John W. Stockman, Jr. (’56), Byron, Minnesota, July 2, 2002

Winnifred (Flannagan) Leahy (’58), Stockton, California

Kenneth Lee Rankin (’59), Fairbanks, Alaska, November 7, 2002

Alden Porter (’59), Mason City, Iowa, January 9, 2003

Maradeth (Beck) Houstman (’60), Tucson, Arizona, November 4, 2002

Bernice Davis (’61), Strawberry Point, Iowa, February 23, 2002

Richard E. Trimble (’61), Oelwein, Iowa, September 8, 2002

Lowell R. Frisch (’62), Sumner, Iowa, September 12, 2002

William J. Quirk (’62), Rochester, Minnesota

Marie (Helbig) Marling (’62), Rowley, Iowa, February 1, 2003

Douglas V. Halsted (’64), Rudd, Iowa, June 28, 2002

Brent G. Prange (’64), Des Moines, Iowa, December 11, 2002

Dr. Norman Rhode (fmr Chemistry Professor), Bartlesville, OK, January 16, 2003

Ruth L. Stanley (’65), Searsboro, Iowa, June 6, 2000

Ruth (Coffman) Baker (’65), Fayette, Iowa, March 28, 2003

Mildred (McGrath) Butterfield (’67), Independence, Iowa, February 7, 2003

Doris (Hanson) Martin (’70), Clermont, Iowa, October 5, 2002

Michael L. Roup (’72), Cedar Rapids, Iowa, March 20, 2003

To make a contribution in memory of a
classmate, friend, or relative, please send
your gift to:

Upper Iowa University
Attn: Sue Felder, Alumni Center
P.O. Box 1857
Fayette, IA 52142
Or call 1-800-553-4150 x 5

Donna (Dalen) Brady (’73), Edgewood, Iowa, November 6, 2002

Margaret (Grell) Caffrey (’74), McIntire, Iowa

Edward M. Bateson (’75), Atlanta, Georgia

Morris Rothchild (’78), University Park, Maryland, May 15, 2001

Linda L. (Herold) Irvine (’81), Easton, Kansas, July 18, 2002

Billa F. Taylor (’82), Louisville, Kentucky, November 2001

Varina (Bettenga) Dinsdale (’85), Greenville, North Carolina, December 24, 2002

Larry L. Kjar (’89), Shawnee, Kansas, October 2, 2002

John B. Wilson (’95), Webster City, Iowa, February 2003

Kathryn L. Graveen (’00), Wausau, Wisconsin, August 29, 2002

Diane Tvrdik (1946-2002)
Diane taught courses for over ten years at Upper
Iowa University’s Des Moines Center and in the
External Degree Program. A retired administrative law
judge and mediator with the Iowa Public Employment
Relations Board, she fought a tough battle with
cancer. Diane had been a child support recovery
attorney, was a court appointed special advocate,
and was a member of the Iowa Organization of
Women Attorneys. She enjoyed stained glass, quilting
and gardening, and she loved to teach. She strongly
believed in Upper Iowa’s programs for adult learners
and chose to establish a scholarship fund to benefit
them. The first of its kind in the Extended University,
the Diane Tvrdik Scholarship will be awarded for the
2003-04 academic year. Eligible students must be
pursuing a degree with a major in human resources
management through Upper Iowa University’s 
Des Moines Center or External Degree Program. 
For information about eligibility and application
guidelines, or to make a contribution to this
scholarship fund, contact:

Michelle Rourke
Director of University
Advancement
Upper Iowa University
Fayette, IA 52142
Email: rourkem@uiu.edu
or call 800-553-4150 x 5

If you know alumni, faculty, staff, or friends who have
passed away and you would like to share this news with our
readers, please contact The Bridge. Death announcements
must be accompanied by a memorial service program or
newspaper obituary to be printed in this publication. Send
announcements to:

The Bridge
Upper Iowa University
Alumni Center
P.O. Box 1857
Fayette, IA 521422



Science, available this summer. Both the
Grannis Creek watershed and Ensign
Hollow (located southeast of Volga City, 
IA) are trout streams with above-average
water quality. 

Mary Lou
Blaschke retired
after 14 years of
service to UIU on
the housekeeping
staff. She kept

Dorman Gym in tip-top shape through
hundreds of activities and special events.
Now we look forward to seeing her as a
guest and spectator in the gym!

Md. Manzoor Murshed, assistant
professor of management information
systems, landed a mini-grant from the Iowa
College Foundation to fund projects to
integrate technology into the classroom. 

Rebecca
Vagts, (’03)
assistant to the
director of plant
operations on the
Fayette Campus,
graduated this

May with magna cum laude honors! Her
degree is in business management from
Upper Iowa’s External Degree program.
This is her third year at Upper Iowa.

Robyn Byrne (’03), manager of
student accounts for the Online Program,
earned an MBA in May with an emphasis in
accounting. She has worked at Upper Iowa
since 1998.

Kathleen Guyer (’03) graduated in
May with a double major in human
services and sports psychology, and a
minor in psychology. She is an assistant
registrar on the Fayette Campus and has
been at Upper Iowa for nine years.

Gail Moorman Behrens, director of
teacher education (pictured in center
above), successfully defended her doctoral
dissertation in January 2003. Her Ed.D.
was awarded by the University of Northern
Iowa on May 10. Gail has been at Upper
Iowa for nearly eight years and has taught
courses in special education, middle
school, and the professional education
core. “Our job,” she says, “is to prepare
teachers who will have positive impacts on
their students’ learning.”

Associate Professor of Management
Richard Barker has recently completed
a novel entitled Horse’s Hoofs that has
been accepted for publication and will be
available commercially by fall 2003.

Biology professor Rick Klann received
a grant from the Fayette County (IA) Soil
and Water Conservation District to monitor
water quality in the Grannis Creek
watershed.  This organization released its
annual report in February, which contained
several articles about the Grannis Creek
watershed (located just North of Fayette,
IA) and Upper Iowa University’s
participation in the ongoing research.
Klann’s manuscript, “Assessment of Water
Quality in Ensign Hollow,” has been
accepted for publication in the next issue
of the Journal of the Iowa Academy of
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Facu l ty  and
Staf f  Notes

Faculty at UIU Centers are
recognized with Excellence in
Teaching Awards:

Two Des
Moines Center
faculty were
recognized at the
April 11, 2003,
graduation

reception with Excellence in Teaching
Awards. Jean Fox has taught a number of
courses in the teacher education program

at UIU-Des
Moines. Students
describe her as
“energetic,
enthusiastic, and
inspiring.” Kurt
Lettow’s

students said, “He held special study
sessions in addition to our regular class,”
and “He has a great sense of humor and
makes learning fun, and that was in an
accounting class!”

Three
instructors
received 2003
Outstanding
Faculty Awards at
the Wausau Center

graduation reception banquet on April 8.
Delores Kessel has been teaching
Methods in Human Services I and II and
overseeing internships for the past three
years. During the day, she is a social
worker at the jail. Ryan Lister is a core
faculty member, having taught Business
Law regularly for almost seven years.
Darryl Mayfield teaches Diverse Cultures
in America and Urban Management. 
His commitment to adult learners was
never more apparent than last fall when 
he underwent coronary bypass surgery 
and returned to the classroom three 
weeks later! 



Robert (Bob)
Keyes was
recognized with an
Excellence in
Teaching Award at
the May 2
Waterloo Center

graduation banquet. Bob has been an
instructor for UIU-Waterloo Center since
1996 and has taught Entrepreneurship and
Small Business Management, Economics of
International Business, Management
Principles, Management Cases and served
as supervising faculty for Senior Projects.
Students say his greatest strengths are his
experiences, knowledge of real-world
problems and his ability to present that
knowledge in interesting and
understandable ways.

UIU-Madison
Center honored
Francis “Skip”
Muzik, Jr., and
Bhagwan
“Bags”

Motwani with Excellence in Teaching
Awards at the March 28 graduation
reception. Skip has been an instructor at

the Madison
Center for 15 years
and teaches
courses in
constitutional law,
history, and state
and local

government. Bags teaches courses in
marketing, corporate financial
management, and advises students’ senior
projects. In addition to these faculty awards,
UIU-Madison recognized several other
faculty with a UIU Certificate of
Appreciation: Linda Brown (Accounting),
Duke Kolliegbo (MIS), Ingrid
Thompson (Internship Coordinator),
Dave Johnson (Social Work), Bill Berkin
(Social Work), and Michelle Spallato
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(Business and Human Resources
Management). These faculty went “above
and beyond the call of duty” in service to
the students at UIU-Madison this year. 

Congratulations
to Lisa Nason
and Jean Block,
recipients of the
Excellence in
Teaching Award at
the Prairie du

Chien Center. In addition to teaching the
courses of General Psychology, Adjustment,

Social Psychology,
and Abnormal
Psychology, Lisa is
the Senior Project
faculty facilitator
for students in
psychology and

human services majors. She also teaches
Business Communications for External
Degree and reviews Business
Communication portfolios for the
University. Her students have said, “Lisa
demonstrates each day what it takes to be a
good teacher, she is the model of a good
teacher at Upper Iowa University,” and
“Lisa is very respectful of students and is
always willing to help – she gives her time
in full to her students.” She has taught at
UIU-Prairie since 1998. 

Jean earned her bachelor of science
degree in mathematics and psychology
from Benedictine University in Lisle, PA,
and her master of science in education
from the University of Pennsylvania,
Philadelphia. She teaches math courses at
UIU-Prairie at night, and is a stay-at-home
mom by day. Jean’s students have said,
“Jean is concerned and supportive of her
students as they learn difficult math
concepts,” “Jean inspires me to do my best
in the most difficult class I have taken from
Upper Iowa,” and “Jean teaches with
humor, and she is very approachable for
questions and help.”

Alan Capelle,
coordinator at the
Madison Center,
was inducted into
the 2002-03
Directory of the
Who’s Who

Historical Society’s List of Professional
Educators. Based in Jacksonville, NC, the
organization’s primary mission is “to
recognize successful individuals in varying
areas of expertise by listing them among
their peers, and to provide an international
forum for networking, referencing, and
self-promotion, thus expanding their
success.” The 72-year-old society enjoys 
a rich tradition of published biographies.
Alan completed a telephone interview and
provided documentation of past academic
accomplishments in order to be
considered.

Lynnette Enlow, student advisor at
the Madison Center, was awarded the 2002
Wisconsin Academic Advising Association

(WACADA)
Excellence in
Advising Award at
the WACADA state
conference in
Whitewater.
Established in

1997, the organization provides members
with networking opportunities and
professional development activities while
supporting and promoting the development
and implementation of professional
standards of academic advising. Nominees
were evaluated on a number of effective
advising qualities and practices including
interpersonal skills, evidence of student
success rate, availability to students, and
several other criteria that distinguished
nominees as outstanding academic
advisors. 
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Facu l ty  and
Staf f  Notes

Service awards were presented at the
annual Faculty and Staff Recognition

Banquet held May 9, 2003. The following
employees were recognized for 10 and
25 years of service to Upper Iowa
University:

25 YEARS:
Julie Gordon,
Fayette Campus

10 YEARS:
Samy Abadeer, Wausau/External Degree

Peg Baxter,
(pictured) Prairie 
du Chien

Yvonne Bengfort,
Des Moines

Robert Foote,
Milwaukee 

Sang-Ki Han, Waterloo 

Elvin Hasselman,
Des Moines/External Degree

Jeffery Hatfield, Des Moines

Charles Kennedy, Wausau

Michael Kreisler, Madison

Robert Ludwiczak, External Degree

Dave Martin,
Fayette

Harold Mattison,
(pictured) Madison

Connie Mettlin,
Waterloo

Judy Moser,
Waterloo 

Robert Sween, Wausau

James Ward, Milwaukee

After the funeral, the two surviving
children went to work sorting through 
the papers of their deceased father, trying
to get a handle on his financial situation.
They discovered three things:

Their dad, a retired human services
worker, had accumulated remarkable
wealth through conservative investments
and frugal living.

Their dad had been giving generously,
supporting several charitable
organizations.

Their dad had left behind no will or
other instructions to guide them in the
distribution of his estate.

Faced with this situation, the children
decided to give part of whatever portion
of his estate they might receive to those
organizations their father had supported
during his life. They had to make
assumptions about which organizations
to help, how much he would have wanted
to give and in what proportions. Not
knowing his wishes made a tough time
tougher.

This is just one of several thorny
issues the surviving family faces when a
loved one dies without a will. In the midst
of sorrow and time pressures, difficult
decisions must be made.

How much better it would have been
had the father taken the time to create 
a will.

Indeed, having an up-to-date and 
valid will is one of the greatest gifts any
father or mother can give family
members.

To help you further consider this
important area, Upper Iowa University 
has made available a complimentary
booklet, “How to Make a Will that 
Works,” that contains helpful information
regarding wills and other estate-planning
documents. For your personal, no-
obligation copy, use the response form
below or call 1-800-553-4150, extension
5. You can also request your copy 
of “How to Make a Will that Works” 
by emailing Cindy Carpenter, Planned 
Giving Director, at carpenterc@uiu.edu.

■■ Please send me a complimentary copy
of “How to Make a Will that Works.”

■■ Please send information about the
Upper Iowa University Heritage Society.

■■ I (we) already have a will and have
included Upper Iowa University for a
bequest.

■■ Please contact me by phone. 

My number is: ______________________,

and the best time to reach me is

________________  ■■ AM     ■■ PM

Name

Mailing address

City State Zip

Place the completed form in an envelope and mail to:

Cindy Carpenter, Planned Giving Director
Upper Iowa University
P.O. Box 1857
Fayette, IA 52142

✁



The year was 1972. 
Cars were big. Skirts were
small. Happiness was double
knit. And yellow tights were
all the rage. 

When facing foes like Luther and Wartburg,
the Upper Iowa football team needed an
imposing figure to lead them onto the field. 
A figure that would strike terror into the hearts
of their opponent and boldly declare that Upper
Iowa was here and ready to win. Susan Liddy
(’74) remembers it this way: “There were
about 1,500 students and every game was
packed. We came running through this big
hoop…” And the crowd went wild.

Liddy, all 5’3” of her, was that “imposing”
figure. She was the Peacock, (“I think his name
was Perky”) and the yellow tights belonged to
her. For a short time in the early 1970s, Upper
Iowa had a Peacock mascot who led the team
onto the field and cheered the team from the
sidelines. The mascot privilege was handed
down to Liddy from Kappa Eta Beta sister Debra
(Hand) Hess (’73). When asked how the honor

fell to her, Liddy replied, “Because I was just
crazy enough to do it!” Wearing a metallic
turquoise lamé costume over a yellow leotard
through northeast Iowa football weather, 
the New Jersey native recalls, “I almost froze 
to death half the time!” 

Susan Liddy, a physical education major at
the Fayette Campus, was back on campus last
fall for the first time since graduation. She was
one of five alumni inducted into the UIU
Athletic Hall of Fame on Homecoming
weekend. Liddy currently teaches physical
education and health at The Academy of the
Holy Angels in Damarest, N.J. In addition, she
coaches softball and anticipates her 500th
career basketball win next season. 
She first learned about Upper Iowa through 
a high school friend and came to Upper Iowa
site unseen. “I had no idea what I was going to
find when I got out there, 
and I never-in-my-
wildest-dreams thought 

I’d be where I am today. But I wouldn’t trade
my four years at Upper Iowa for anything. The
people were terrific. I had terrific professors.
The education was great. Yeah, I’m proud to be
a Peacock.” 

There is some mystery surrounding the
Peacock: Was its name indeed Perky? Where
did the costume originate? Why did 
it cease? Who among 1970s-era alumni can
locate a photo of the mascot? And perhaps 
most intriguing: What ever happened to its
head? (Deb Hand confirms a rumor that at 
least one version of Perky’s papier-maché head
was destroyed on the bus coming back from 
a game when somebody sat on it. That person
knows who they are…) We, at the Alumni
Center, believe someone out there has the
answers to these perplexing questions. Whether
you know it as fact or heard it as rumor, write
to us at:

The Bridge
Upper Iowa University, Alumni Center
P.O. Box 1857
Fayette, IA 52142
Or email: leec@uiu.edu 

TAILFEATHERS

The Sisters of Kappa Eta Beta, (1972)
Upper Half: Janis Aanes, Lauralee Leonhart, Cheryl
Tiedt, Patty Stirm, Cathy Hyduk, Sherry Vogeler,
Carol Proctor, Kathy Stewart, Ruth Yanacek, Deb
Hand, Deb Hart, Vickie Robison, Trudy French, 
Linda Diegel

Lower Half: Marsha Anderson, Marty Ingrahm,
Marsha Claney, June Schneberger, Mary
Oberbroeckling, Mary Anne Hedstrom, Rhoda Neil,
Mary Diegel, Carolyn Dake, Carol Johnson, Julie
Elsberry, Sue Liddy, Sherry Scheidel 

This was the peacock costume worn by
Susan Liddy, Deb (Hand) Hess, and others
before them in the 1970s. 

The turquoise lamé costume was replaced 
by a much “furrier” peacock in the 1990s.

▼

▼

Susan Liddy

Deb Hand
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We have been 

doing some “bird 

watching” here at 

the Alumni Center 

and have found 

Peacocks in 

conspicuous places!

Alumni and Parents:
The Post Office charges Upper Iowa University 70 cents for each change of address sent back to
us. You can help us eliminate unnecessary expenses by informing us of your new address before
you move. Parents, if your son or daughter no longer maintains a permanent address at home,
please notify the UIU Alumni Office of the correct mailing address. 1-800-553-4150 x 5, 
or email alumni@uiu.edu. THANK YOU.
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