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Oh, the Places You’ll Go is a well-known book by one of
my favorite authors, Dr. Seuss. Perhaps you also enjoyed
it when you were young, or you’ve read it to children or
grandchildren. For me, the message really resonated during
my first professional position as a K-12 librarian in a small
rural school district. One year, to commemorate Ted Geisel’s
birthday (the writer of the infamous Dr. Seuss collection),
I prepared a unit on Dr. Seuss and Oh, the Places You’ll Go
was one of many stories I shared with my elementary-aged
students. In reading the story I may have learned more than
any of my pupils, for the message had a new meaning as I
reflected upon the places I had gone and the opportunities
that had already opened up to me as a result of my college
and university education--and I was still in my 20s at the
time! During my undergraduate experience, I met and
befriended people from neighboring states. . .and neighboring continents. I experienced a mesmerizing live
production of “The Nutcracker”. . . and earned a role in the freshman production of a one-act play. I was
mentored by one of the librarians, which resulted in continuing my education and going to library school, a field
I hadn’t considered prior to my student work-study position.
Additionally, I was challenged and encouraged by my professors. Like the story related in Oh, the Places You’ll
Go, it wasn’t always easy, but in earning our baccalaureate degrees we learn more than just facts. We learn how
to think; we hone our time-management skills; and we practice our determination and dedication to a goal:
earning a degree.
I encourage you to reflect about the places you’ve gone and the things you’ve done. Then, take it a step further,
and think about where you would be without your Upper Iowa University experience. Consider the professors
who’ve impacted your life, the friends you stay in touch with years after you shared a room in the residence
hall, a class, or played on the same athletic team. Think about your UIU education and how it helped to shape
your values and, finally, I encourage you to reflect upon your career and the professional opportunities made
possible, in part, by what you’ve done with your Upper Iowa education. Think about your life and how different
it would be without UIU.
Today, thousands of students are creating their own UIU memories, on our principle campus in Fayette, at our
center locations throughout the U.S. and in our international programs in Hong Kong, Malaysia and Singapore.
Many of them have you to thank for their experiences. Your support of Upper Iowa in all its forms—financial,
emotional and practical—helps build generations of new UIU alumni. Just think of the places they’ll go!
Mary Rettig
Vice President, Advancement and Alumni
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How will Upper Iowa survive the current economic
crisis that is impacting many colleges and universities in
negative ways? UIU President Alan G. Walker answers
that question in this first-person essay.
No one has to point out that the last few months have seen very troubling economic
developments on a global scale. Not a week goes by that I don’t read about the significant
challenges confronting U.S. institutions of higher education. Private institutions that have
relied heavily on their endowments to meet significant portions of their annual operating
budgets are now faced with cutting their budgets. Public institutions are facing significant
reductions in state and federal support. In both cases, the effect and fate is much the same:
salary and hiring freezes, capital improvements projects delayed or indefinitely postponed,
and faculty and staff layoffs. I have seen this cycle
several times before during my 25-year career in
higher education.

Many institutions
of higher education
face troubling
questions as they
grapple with the
realities of the
current economic
downturn.

During the current recession and beyond,
many institutions will recede, some will find
ways to maintain what they have, and a few
will ascend. Where an institution finds itself
in the coming years will be determined by its
relationship to one word: value. In difficult
economic times, constituents (parents, prospective
students, alumni, legislators, etc.) develop
more discriminating expectations of the worth,
usefulness, and importance of a college degree,
and they judge institutions on the basis of cost
and quality. Therefore, the message to these
Alan G. Walker, President
constituents must be simple and clear, and it
must match expectations for high-quality education at a reasonable cost with a demonstrable
return on investment, as well as a promise to improve lives and the human/social condition
of our increasingly complex, competitive, and ever-changing world. Institutions that are not
effectively communicating their value to constituents in meaningful ways will atrophy in this
environment. Those institutions that cannot or are not making a convincing argument for the
value of the investment made in them by their constituents will continue to lose ground, while
those that can and are successfully making that argument will prevail. It’s that simple; whether
it’s in the context of research, advancement, extension, public funding, or enrollment. To
effectively communicate their value, institutions must have:
•

the metrics and data to support value claims

•

a highly developed and sophisticated marketing/communications capacity

•

an energized base of support (parents, alumni, board members, friends, legislators) as
well as strategic partnerships and coalitions

Upper Iowa University • www.uiu.edu
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Hard times for
Higher Education
Though Upper Iowa will
move ahead with plans
for an historic $60 million
capital improvements
project, many other Iowa
schools—public and
private—will face tough
decisions as they face the
realities of the current
economic downturn.
Vennard College, a small
non-denominational
Christian College located
near Des Moines, Iowa,
closed its doors at the end
of the fall term. Waldorf
College has announced
that it may sell its assets to
a for-profit university in
Alabama.
Elsewhere in Iowa,
private institutions have
announced layoffs, hiring
and salary freezes, and
deep cuts to current
operating budgets. Others
have said that millions in
capital improvements and
construction projects will
be postponed.
After paying $1.76 million
in “overload” bonuses to
professors who taught
online courses in addition
to their regular duties, the
University has limited the
number of such courses
that can be taught and has
capped enrollment, as a
money-saving measure.
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Though many institutions may see enrollments
decline in coming years, Upper Iowa is
planning for unprecedented growth.

To be an ascending institution of higher
education in today’s political and
economic environment and to deliver
the promise of their value proposition,
colleges and universities must also
be much more strategic. Except for a
few specific fields, federal funding for
research is likely to be flat, at best, over
the next few years and significantly more
discriminating. Traditional endowments
will always be vulnerable to market
fluctuations. Many institutions may also
see enrollment declines among their usual
demographic audiences. In continuing
what has been a steady, long-term trend,
state support will represent a shrinking
percentage of total operating budgets for
public institutions of higher education,
even after this current economic recession
ends. As these revenue streams continue
to weaken, institutions must be creative
and develop new and different sources
of revenue. This requires a strategic plan
based on an open and honest review of
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the organization’s strengths, weaknesses,
opportunities, and threats. The plan
must be embraced at all levels of the
organization and there must be the
political will to allocate resources based
upon the plan.
As part of their strategic plan, colleges
and universities must find ways to be
more relevant to the growing diversity of
the U.S. population, even in geographic
areas of the country that remain largely
homogeneous. Diversity must be better
embraced through access that exceeds
present efforts on financial, academic,
geographic, and cultural levels. State and
federal government must also be more
strategic in the use of resources to provide
improved access to the growing segment
of the population whose access to higher
education is challenged by their financial
and academic situations. In addition, it
is worth considering that the most rapid

Homecoming 2009: Save the Date
growth in the demand for higher education may not be in the
U.S. but rather overseas in countries with a growing middle
class, whose culture places a premium on higher education, and
where there is less competition. We must find a way to capture
a share of this growing international market in countries with
friendly governments and trade-friendly policies, and where
U.S. degrees are in high demand. This will require thinking
beyond traditional study abroad programs, student and faculty
exchanges, and recruitment to principle campuses in the U.S.—in
other words, the usual embodiment of what is commonly known
as “internationalism” on the campuses of most U.S. colleges

“We must find a way to
capture a share of this growing
international market in
countries. . .where U.S. degrees
are in high demand.”
and universities. The future is in international centers, branch
campuses, and online degree programs that can be accessed
from anywhere in the world. But the window of opportunity for
doing this may be limited. The big three U.S. automakers once
were the undisputed leaders of the industry worldwide. At the
height of their glory in the 1950s, when they owned the majority
of the market share, how many would have envisioned their
present-day circumstances? It’s not difficult to imagine that most
automakers assumed they would always dominate. To an extent,
there may be a parallel to higher education in the U.S. Long
regarded as the best in the world, the next decade or two may
Continued on page 24: Cover story

Spring may have just begun, but many at Upper Iowa
University are already planning for a very exciting fall
event: Homecoming 2009.
Scheduled for September 25-26, this year’s Homecoming
is on track to be fun for everyone. Traditional favorites like
the football game, parade, and evening banquets will be on
the docket again this year. The Alumni Golf Tournament,
which debuted a few years ago and has grown increasingly
popular, is set for Friday afternoon. Former athletes and
Peacock fans will again enjoy the annual Peacock Club
breakfast in Dorman Gym on Saturday morning.
Adding to the celebrations at the Hall of Fame and Alumni
banquets are the annual awards ceremonies recognizing
outstanding alumni for various feats of excellence. At the
annual Alumni Banquet on Saturday evening, awards
will be given in four categories: Service to Upper Iowa
University, Professional Accomplishment, Community
Service and Young Alumni.
The Service to Upper Iowa University award recognizes
an individual who has supported UIU by acts of service
and/or contributions to the university community. The
achievements and milestones of a graduate’s career are
recognized with the Professional Accomplishment award.
The Community Service award honors an individual who
has made significant contributions to their community,
giving selflessly of their time, talents and gifts. Recent
graduates under age 32 who have demonstrated outstanding
accomplishments in any of the areas above are eligible for
the Young Alumni award.
If you know a graduate you believe should be honored in
one of these categories, please go to http://www.uiu.edu/
general/alumni_friends/nomination.html to make your
nomination or to learn more. These nominations are due
May 1.
Inductees to the UIU Athletic Hall of Fame will be
announced this summer and honored at the annual Hall of
Fame Banquet the Friday of Homecoming.
More great events are still being planned. Watch your mail
box during the month of July for more information about
the complete schedule of events. Anyone with questions
or wishing to register for any of the events may contact the
UIU Advancement and Alumni Center at alumni@uiu.edu
or (563) 425-5238.

Upper Iowa University • www.uiu.edu
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Bob Firth credits his impressive success to his
two greatest loves—his wife Betty and Upper
Iowa University. The couple are shown here in the
Homecoming 2008 parade.

Two Great Loves
In accepting a recent university award, alumnus and trustee president Bob Firth
confessed to two great loves—his wife Betty, and Upper Iowa University. And with
characteristic humility, he credited both with the success he has achieved.
“There’s absolutely no doubt in my mind
that I wouldn’t be where I am today
without Betty or Upper Iowa,” said Bob.
“Together, they’ve given me everything
I need—knowledge, confidence and
support—to achieve my goals.”
Bob was recognized at Homecoming 2008
with Upper Iowa’s prestigious Service to
University award. The honor put him in
good company: Previous winners include
fellow trustee Jim Day and retired vice
president for student services Braulic
“Cabby” Caballero.
Bob’s contributions to Upper Iowa are
numerous and touch nearly every part of
the institution. In addition to his service

8
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as a trustee, Bob has taught classes for
the External Degree Program and joined
Team Peacock in its annual bike ride
across Iowa. With his wife Betty, who also
serves on the Board of Trustees, teaches
for External Degree and rides with Team
Peacock, they have provided financial
support for student activities, building
renovations and athletic programs. The
couple recently gave $500,000 to establish
the Upper Iowa Business Development
Grant, which will annually award $40,000
in grants to new or expanding Fayettebased businesses. Betty has also launched
a campaign that has both raised money
for student scholarships and beautified
the campus. For $100, donors can have

an inscribed brick placed in one of four
sections of sidewalk on the campus.
A native of northern Oklahoma, Bob is
a 30-year veteran of the energy business,
who began his career as a maintenance
person. His connection to Upper
Iowa dates back to 1985. Bob had just
completed an associate’s degree through
a Kansas school. His boss at Northern
Natural Gas—who would later become
his business partner—encouraged him to
continue his education. Working with his
company’s human resources department,
Bob looked for programs that provided
the flexibility he needed to keep working
while completing coursework at his

own pace from home. Upper Iowa’s
distance learning program was ultimately
identified as a strong match. Bob started
classes almost immediately. Several
months later, in the summer of ’85, he
made his first trip to Fayette to complete
the on-campus requirements in place at
that time.
The ‘80s were a dark period in Upper
Iowa’s history. Enrollments and revenues
had been declining for several years,
forcing the school to consider closing its
doors. Jim Rocheleau, who was appointed
president the year before Bob arrived on
campus, would eventually turn things
around. The fact that things looked bleak
for Upper Iowa at his initial visit did not
deter Bob, however.
“I knew the University was about to go
under,” he said. “But the people—the
professors and the staff—were just so

future of Upper Iowa. At that time, the
University was exploring the expansion of
its delivery systems to include an online
graduate program. Bob embraced the new
opportunity, completing the two-year
program in 11 months.
“I had long wanted to earn a master’s
degree,” he said, “but I faced the same
set of circumstances I faced with my
undergraduate program—I needed the
flexibility to work from Oklahoma at my
own pace.”
Without a self-paced, distance program,
it’s not likely Bob would’ve completed his
graduate degree. His always-busy life had
become even busier. Bob left Northern
Natural Gas in 1985 to form Panda
Resources, a start-up, mid-stream energy
company that, in 1989, was honored
by Inc. magazine as the 24th fastestgrowing company in the U.S. Bob and

“There’s absolutely no doubt in my mind that
I wouldn’t be where I am today without Betty
or Upper Iowa. Together, they’ve given me
everything I need—knowledge, confidence,
and support—to achieve my goals.”
nice. And pulling into Fayette was like
pulling into my hometown. I decided to
move forward with the University.”
Seldom have more prophetic words been
spoken. Bob finished his undergraduate
degree and, later, his master’s in business
leadership. He was actually a “guinea pig”
for the advanced degree. He and Betty
were part of a group of people who met in
1998 for a brainstorming session on the

his business partners sold the company
in 1995. A series of senior management
positions at various companies followed.
Bob is currently president and CEO of
Atlas Pipeline Mid-Continent, a natural
gas mid-stream energy company. He is
chair, founder, and majority owner of a
privately held company—All American
Drive-Ins—that is reintroducing drivein restaurants to Wisconsin, Iowa, and
Oklahoma.

Meet the Firths
Bob’s first job was working
at his dad’s service station
in northwestern Oklahoma.
After graduating from
high school at age 17, he
attended college for a year
before taking a temporary
job at Northern Natural
Gas for $2.75 an hour.
Betty was born in Missouri
and grew up in Arkansas
and Oklahoma. After
graduating high school
in Iowa Falls, Iowa, she
attended Wartburg College.
The Firths met when they
worked for the same energy
company in Tulsa. Betty
was the highest bidder on
Bob at a bachelor auction
hosted by their local United
Way chapter. They have
five children between them
and five grandchildren
with a sixth due this
spring. Matt, the oldest,
is chief operating officer
for All American DriveIns. He graduated from
Oklahoma State University
and is currently pursuing
his master’s of business
administration through
Upper Iowa’s Center for
(continued on page 10)

Philip, Bob, Kevin and Betty Firth
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Distance Learning. He and
his wife Jennifer have two
young children, Luke and
Madison, and will welcome
their third child soon.
Kim, the couple’s only
daughter, is a stay-at-home
mom to three young boys,
Charlie, Jack, and Henry.
A fourth child is expected
this fall. She graduated
from the University of Tulsa
and earned a master’s in
speech pathology from the
University of Northern Iowa.
Her husband, Tony Dionisio,
works with Bob at Atlas
Pipeline. Kevin is currently
pursuing an undergraduate
degree through Upper
Iowa’s Center for Distance
Learning and is also the
training manager of All
American Drive-Ins. Philip
is a junior at the University
of Arkansas and plans to
be a biology professor.
The youngest, Stuart, is a
sophomore at Union
High School.
The Firth clan also includes
the couple’s much beloved
two-year-old Coton de
Tulear dog, Samson. The
dog regularly travels
to Fayette and in cool
weather months can be
seen wearing his own UIU
sweater. Bob, Betty, and
Samson will soon have a
Fayette address. The couple
is building a home near
the Upper Iowa campus,
which will make their
frequent trips to Iowa more
enjoyable and convenient.
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Despite the demands of their busy
careers, the Firths remain actively
engaged in the life of the Upper Iowa
community. For the last six summers,
they have taught in UIU’s Institute for
Experiential Learning (IXEL). Betty
teaches courses in critical thinking and
human resources topics; Bob covers
management and leadership classes.
“This is our vacation,” Betty explained.
“It’s invigorating to have a classroom of
adult learners just soaking up as much
as they can. We can also relate to what
they’re going through because we’ve
had the same experience of juggling
family, jobs, and coursework. It can
be—no, it is—very difficult. We have great
admiration for everyone who does it.”

Bob Firth and UIU President Alan G. Walker

campus will be well positioned to fulfill
the Firths’ vision of a well-respected,
quality educational institution with 1,200
residential students.

“It’s invigorating to have a classroom of adult
learners just soaking up as much as they can.
We can also relate to what they’re going through
because we’ve had the same experience of
juggling family, jobs, and coursework.”
The couple also spends time talking to
residential students about their Upper
Iowa experiences. The conversations
they’ve had with these students led,
in part, to the University’s capital
improvements plan. Students suggested
newer facilities; the couple visited other
campuses and working with other trustee
members, developed an aggressive $60
million plan for new student housing,
a student union, liberal arts building,
and e-Center. The plan will also expand
Baker-Hebron Science Hall. When
construction is finished, the Fayette
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“Upper Iowa can be a life-changing place
for people,” Bob said, “and I’m proof of
that. I look forward to a long association
with the University and to meeting others
who have been as impacted by this place
as I have been.”

Written by Pam Reinig, Vice President of
Marketing and Communications, Upper Iowa
University. Comments on this article can be
sent to reinigp@uiu.edu.

According to Schmitt, Atlas utilized all
of his skills. He said, “Having a farm
background, I did everything from lawn
mowing to routine pipeline maintenance,
where we dug for leaks, checked
compressors, and put in an anode bed.”
Schmitt said he really liked working in
the field with the pipeline crews and
welders, but he also enjoyed working out
of the corporate office in the accounting
department and attending engineering
and board meetings. He explained how
each pipeline in Atlas’ limited partnership
operates as a separate entity and that
there are “projects and expansion going
on everywhere.”

UIU Senior Storm Schmitt spent the summer before his final year fulfilling an internship in
Tulsa, OK. In addition to being a great learning experience, Schmitt knows the opportunity
will make him more marketable.

Learn and Earn
What could be better than serving an internship in
Tulsa, Oklahoma, the summer before your senior year
at one of the premiere pipeline companies in the oil
and gas industry?
Upper Iowa University senior Storm
Schmitt can answer that question because
he worked as a summer intern for Atlas
Pipeline-Midcontinent (UIU trustee Bob
Firth is CEO). According to Schmitt, the
opportunity presented itself when he met
Bob and his wife Betty, also a trustee, at
a student focus group arranged by the
Firths. The couple wanted to know what
students liked most about Upper Iowa
and what they thought needed improving.
After that meeting, Schmitt said he
continued to run into the Firths around
the Fayette campus—homecoming and
basketball games, where the 6-foot 5-inch
redhead plays center position for Upper
Iowa. “They would always stop to talk to
me, and before they left campus they’d
always tell me to give them a call if there
was anything I needed help with,” he said.

It was through these conversations
that the Firths found out Schmitt was
getting a double major in accounting
and marketing and was looking for an
internship before he graduated. “We
went out to dinner and we discussed the
Atlas Pipeline internship,” said Schmitt.
“I did a whole internship search before
I decided, but the Firths’ was by far the
best opportunity.”

According to Schmitt, it wasn’t all work
though. He said, “I loved living in the
city and met a lot of different people.” He
played pickup basketball at the University
of Tulsa, rode the bike trail in Tulsa,
visited the Oklahoma City bombing
memorial, attended lots of barbeques at
the homes of Atlas employees, bought a
cowboy hat and boots, and enjoyed Tulsa’s
night life.
The experience was so positive that
Schmitt hopes to return to Tulsa and
Atlas after graduation as a regular, fulltime employee.

Written by Sheila Miller, Director of Public
Relations, Upper Iowa University. Comments
on this article can be sent to millers@uiu.edu.

Being from the small rural community of
Sumner, it was also a great opportunity
for Schmitt to get away from Iowa and
experience something new. “I’d never
before been away from northeast Iowa for
any extended period of time or even lived
by myself,” said Schmitt. “It was a chance
to take a trial run at ‘big-city’ life.”

Upper Iowa University • www.uiu.edu
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Despite a cerebral palsy diagnosis several years
ago, UIU student Cole Sanders hasn’t slowed down.
His many achievements include participating in the
Paralympic Games.

Cole Sanders: A Study in Perseverance
Upper Iowa freshman and biology major Cole Sanders from Platteville, Wisconsin,
is smart, funny, and athletic—and he has cerebral palsy, a condition that’s neither
slowed him down nor kept him from doing anything he’s set his mind to.
caused by a lack of oxygen at birth when
the umbilical cord wrapped around his
neck, which also caused him to suffer a
mild stroke.

“My mother always encouraged me
to be active and to try really hard at
everything I do,” said Cole, a tall, lanky
kid with a booming voice. He tells the
story about how he fell and broke his
right arm roller-skating in fifth-grade
gym class, but his mom encouraged him
to try it again the next year. He did and
with slightly better luck: he fell but this
time, he only bruised his arm. It was a
bad bruise but not a break.
Cerebral palsy is a term used to describe
chronic impairment and control of bodily
movement in children. It is also known
as “Little’s disease,” after William Little, a
19th century British surgeon and medical
scholar, who wrote about the condition,

12

The Bridge • Spring 2009

According to Cole, one-half of his body
is normal and the other half is affected
by cerebral palsy, but it has never slowed
him down.

describing children with stiff, spastic arm
and leg muscles. Cerebral palsy symptoms
do not deteriorate, nor improve, with
time or maturity. Cole was diagnosed at
age eight. His condition was most likely

Cole played basketball and ran track in
junior high, and while attending Belmont
High School he lettered three times
in track and twice in football, playing
defensive end and nose guard. “I didn’t
play football as a freshman because I was
undersized; I only weighed 130 pounds,”
explained Cole. “No matter what I did, I

couldn’t gain weight, even though I was
drinking protein shakes around the clock.”
Now at 160 pounds, Cole continues to
compete athletically. Last summer, he
participated in the Michigan Victory
Games as a qualifying meet for the
Paralympic trials. “It was a great meet
because of the informal atmosphere,” said
Cole. “It was just plain fun.”
For example, he said when he walked up
to register for his single event—the javelin
throw—the person at the table said, “That’s
it?” So Cole entered nine more events,
ultimately winning nine blue and one red
ribbon in the 18-and-under category.
Then, last June, Cole attended the
Paralympic trials held at Arizona State
University. The Paralympics were started
in 1960 at the Rome Olympic Games and
have been held jointly ever since.
Although Cole did well, he says the
competition was fierce. He explained,
“Everyone is basically competing against
the top three or four guys that have already
met the qualifying times and standards
and who are head-and-shoulders above the
rest of the competition.”
However, he added, the level of
competition didn’t discourage the rest
of the field because participation was
more about setting personal goals and
just being able to compete. He proudly
added, “Plus, I won three gold medals.”
Cole competed in three events in his
classification—100 meter dash, 200 meter
dash, and the long jump.
His choice to major in biology at Upper
Iowa has to do with another of his
interests—horses. “My family has had
draft horses my entire life,” said Cole. His
family’s work has given him another Iowa
connection: The Sanders have a longstanding business relationship with the
Detweilers from Oelwein, who specialize

in draft horses. “My dad is thinking about
stabling one of our three-year-old fillies
over there,” said Cole. “Since it’s so close
to campus, I will be able to go over there
regularly and work with her.”
Cerebral palsy hasn’t deterred Cole
from winning awards for horsemanship,
either. He has won at riding, judging, and
showing horses at various county and
state fairs and national and world shows.
“The hardest part was holding my show
stick, so I developed a slightly different
technique than the norm,” he said. Cole

home. “Fayette is twice as big as my entire
K-12 school,” he said.
Not one to sit idle, Cole is already active
on campus with the Student Activities
Board (SAB) and intends to join the
Science and Environmental Club. Also, in
addition to the Michigan Victory Games
and Paralympics, he plans to go to the
Endeavor Games and Desert Challenge
this summer. His trip is partially
supported with funds from the office of
UIU President Alan G. Walker, who has
also made certain that he’s well outfitted
in UIU apparel.
Judging from Cole’s enthusiasm,
determination, and past performance,
there is no doubt he will be a success at
anything he tries.

“. . .the level of
competition didn’t
discourage the rest
of the field because
participation was
more about setting
personal goals and
just being able to
compete.”

Written by Sheila Miller, Director of Public
Relations, Upper Iowa University. Comments
on this article can be sent to millers@uiu.edu.

says his parents taped it to his hand, since
holding the show stick is a requirement.
Cole is hoping biology will take him into
a career in genetic research. He said he is
a “nerd about horses” and loves studying
bloodlines and pedigrees.
Cole came to Upper Iowa on the
Hallmark Scholarship and a variety of
other academic scholarships received
upon graduation from Belmont. He said
he likes UIU because it reminds him of

Upper Iowa University • www.uiu.edu
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The voice of Peacock football since 2003,
Stasi credits the quality, personalized
education he received at Upper Iowa for
turning around his life.

Joe Stasi: Proud Peacock
A 1991 Upper Iowa University graduate, Stasi is the voice of Peacock football, and
it doesn’t take long for listeners to hear his passion for his alma mater. He gets as
caught up in the excitement of an Upper Iowa game as the fans in the seats.
Stasi lives in Des Moines, Iowa, but for
11 Saturdays each fall, he’s on the road
broadcasting Peacock football action from
the Upper Iowa campus in Fayette or
locations that stretch as far as Bismarck,
North Dakota. His ever-growing audience
includes his two favorite women: his wife
of nearly 10 years, Tara, a staff pharmacist
at Methodist Hospital, and his three-year
old daughter, Gianna.
Peacock football is not Stasi’s only
connection with sports. A partner with
Iowa Sports Connection, he hosts a
weekly radio show, Friday Night Live
that broadcasts high school football and
basketball games. Though it’s a cliché,
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Stasi says he’s living his dream. “I’m
doing what I love. It’s so rare for people to
find that in their lifetime. I’ve always liked
what I’ve done. . .but now I wake up and
go to a job that I love.”
It’s easy for people to see Stasi’s passion for
life, family, Upper Iowa, and his work, but
few people know where it all comes from.
Stasi grew up in Oelwein, Iowa, just 17
miles south of Fayette and Upper Iowa.
He was a standout among his peers,
serving as class president all four years in
high school and as captain of the Huskies’
football and baseball teams his senior
season. Stasi also played basketball.

After graduating from Oelwein High
School, Stasi attended North Iowa Area
Community College in Mason City, Iowa,
for a year. As he explains it, he and his
education didn’t see eye-to-eye at NIACC.
During the summer after his first year
while playing baseball for a town team,
Stasi was recruited to Upper Iowa by the
new Peacock baseball coach, Rick Heller,
and his assistant, Gary Rima. For Stasi, it
was an opportunity for a fresh start and
an opportunity to compete.
After a stop at Kirkwood Community
College to get his grades in order, Stasi
enrolled at Upper Iowa for the spring
semester. He credits Doug McReynolds,

one of his two advisors and currently
Bissell Professor of English and Director
of Academic Assessment, for setting
him on the right path for success. Stasi’s
original plan was to major in education;
McReynolds helped him see that his true
strengths and interests were in business.
A tenacious competitor and gifted athlete,
Stasi competed for three years for the
Peacock football and baseball teams,
earning letters each season for each sport.
He was named captain of the baseball
team his senior season where he led the
Iowa Intercollegiate Athletic Conference
in batting with a .383 average. In football,
as Stasi is quick to point out, he was a
member of the Peacock team that last
beat Wartburg College, a former Upper
Iowa rival. (Now a Division II school,
Upper Iowa no longer plays Wartburg.)
Stasi had an interception and a fumble
recovery in that game. He suffered some
broken ribs prior to his senior season in
football and was relegated to back-up
duties, but he still remembers every day
he put on a Peacock uniform with joy.
“(Former long-time coach) Bill Prochaska
made a huge impression on me as a young
athlete,” Stasi explained. “He was always
very personable and he knew everything
about all of us athletes. He was quick to ask
or compliment how we played on any given
day. It was great to know that someone at
the school cared about me personally.”
Two weeks after graduating from Upper
Iowa University in 1991, Stasi was hired
into the Corporate Training Management
Program for the F.W. Woolworth
Corporation, whose major brand is Foot
Locker. After three years in the program,
he was chosen to manage a Foot Locker
store in Waterloo, Iowa. The store was on a
short list of stores to be closed after having
done just $385,000 in sales the year prior
to Stasi’s arrival. The UIU alumnus turned

the store around and in 2001, his 13th and
final year at Foot Locker, it was doing $1
million in sales a year.
While at Foot Locker, Stasi began hosting
Friday Night Live for the Iowa Sports
Connection and doing play-by-play and
color for the Upper Iowa football team. The
short stint at UIU, from 1997-1998, ended
when a radio contract wasn’t renewed.

Peacock basketball for a few years prior
to his daughter’s birth. Stasi has been on
the radio since 1997, working for KQMG,
KOEL, and WOW FM in Des Moines.
He most recently added a new adventure
to his resume as the voice of the Iowa
Barnstormers, an Arena Football Team,
replacing Jim Zabel, the former Iowa
Hawkeye and Barnstormer announcer.
The move to his current focus at Iowa
Sports Connection came after he realized
that corporate radio sales were no longer
what got his juices flowing. He loves
sharing the word about athletics at the
high school, college, and professional
levels. He spreads the message in every
broadcast, signing off with his simple
philosophy: “Sports are like life, you get
out what you put in.”

At about that time, Stasi took stock of
his life and decided he needed more
family time than his grueling retail
schedule allowed. He decided to leave
Foot Locker. The general manager of
KQMG in Independence, Iowa, came
into the store during Stasi’s final days.
Remembering Stasi’s voice from the two
years of Upper Iowa football, he offered
him the opportunity to be on the radio at
night doing play-by-play for the station
and to sell advertising and do marketing
during the day. As Stasi so simply puts it,
“I said yes.”
Stasi returned to the airwaves covering
high school athletics. He resumed his role
as the voice of Upper Iowa football again
in 2003 and has been doing it ever since,
including broadcasting as the voice of

“Faith is big in my life. I feel that I am
blessed with my family, my house and my
job. Every day I get to do exactly what I
want to do.” Stasi has found that balance
that many strive for between passion,
work, and family. He is quick to let others
know that he doesn’t have a long set of
rules. He just remembers the four L’s: live,
love, learn, and leave a legacy.
Stasi has come a long way since his days as
a Husky at Oelwein High School, but he
never forgets his past. He refers to himself
with a simple phrase, “Not a very smart
kid, but a good kid.” Though through his
association with Upper Iowa—first as a
student and now as a proud alumnus—he
has proven to be both.

Written by Howard Thompson, Director of
Sports Communication Services, Upper Iowa
University. Comments on this article can be
sent to thompsonh@uiu.edu.

Upper Iowa University • www.uiu.edu

15

University News Notes
Diversity celebrated
To underscore its long-standing
commitment to diversity Upper
Iowa has created a special site
commemorating the achievements
of its minority alumni and current
students. The site was launched in
February for Black History Month
but will remain accessible and will be

Spring Enrollment

regularly updated.

Get ready to ride

The Upper Iowa Fayette campus set

Currently featured on the Web page

Team Peacock is still soliciting riders

another enrollment record, reporting

is a brief profile of Susan A. Collins,

and crew members for its annual

numbers just shy of 800 students

the first African-American student at

participation in a statewide bike ride

for spring 2009. The official count

Upper Iowa and a member of the Class

sponsored by the Des Moines Register.

from Registrar Holly Streeter is 778,

of 1879. Other profiles available at

representing a 7.5 percent increase over

www.uiu.edu/diversity.

fifth straight year. Upper Iowa uses

spring 2008.
President Alan G. Walker credits a
combination of hard work by faculty
and staff, especially in the area of
retention initiatives and strategic
planning. He noted the numbers
revealed increased enrollment
specifically in international students on
the Fayette campus, the revived RNBSN program, and the new Master of
Education program.
“This is the highest spring enrollment
reported in 10 years and on record,”
said Walker. “This will definitely bode
well towards reaching our goal of 900
students on the Fayette campus this fall,
which is particularly encouraging in
these difficult economic times.”
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Team Peacock is particpating for the

students speak

the ride to raise funds for student

UIU-Madison students are sharing their

corporate sponsorships. Last year, Team

thoughts on greenhouse gases. Students
were required by instructor
and Madison Center coordinator Alan
Capelle to review and critique the

scholarships by securing pledges and
Peacock raised just over $100,000,
bringing their four-year fund-raising
total to slightly more than $250,000.

Midwest Governors’ Greenhouse Gas

Faculty, staff, alumni and friends

Accord. Following lengthy in-class

of Upper Iowa who are unable to

discussion, their comments were

participate as riders or crew members

incorporated into a public forum on

can still be part of the effort by making

the topic.

a general donation to Team Peacock or

“This was an exciting, worthwhile
opportunity of our students to
contribute to an important issue,” said
Capelle.

a donation to a specific rider. For more
information, log on to www.uiu.edu.

Shea returns to UIU

Community projects

Tom Shea, former defensive

An Upper Iowa class in Geographic

coordinator at Upper Iowa, returned

Information Systems is working on

to campus as the 15th head coach of

several projects that will benefit the

the Peacock football program. Shea

Fayette community. Student teams

was at Upper Iowa from 2004-2007; he

are developing a tree survey, a survey

has served the last two seasons as head

of barriers to handicap access and

coach at Dakota State University in

safe walking/biking in Fayette, and a

Madison, SD.

project to document the extent and

The Peacock program is the sixth that
Shea has led as head football coach. His

depth of flooding during the 1999
Volga River Flood.

minority students were 21 percent of
Upper Iowa’s total student population.
“We are gratified by this finding and
all it suggests,” said President Alan. G.
Walker. “Diversity greatly enriches the
educational experience and strengthens
our students by challenging perceptions
and stereotypes.”

Pete in asia
Upper Iowa’s mascot—Pete the

successes include two conference titles

According to Katherine McCarville,

Peacock—has a second home in Asia.

and an NAIA Division II National Title

assistant professor of geosciences, who

Thanks to a group of special donors,

at Peru State College in 1990. His work

is leading the student efforts, the tree

Pete now also roosts at UIU’s Kota

at Peru contributed to his selection as

survey will provide the basis for tree

Damasara campus in Malaysia.

NAIA National Coach of the Year in

management planning; the handicap

1990. Shea left Peru for the University

accessibility study will chart the width

“The purchase of a Pete the Peacock

of Mary, where his teams won two

and condition of pavement, and the

mascot suit is a testament to how Upper

conference titles and were nationally

flood review will culminate with a

Iowa cares about each and every UIU

ranked for five years. He also coached

flood level map that might be useful

student, no matter where they study,”

at the University of Central Arkansas

for planning response to possible

said Dr. DeWayne Frazier, senior vice

and William Penn University.

future floods.

president for international programs.

The Shea era begins September 5 when

Pete makes regular appearances at

the Peacocks face University of Mary

student assemblies and other events.

in Bismarck. The home opener will be

Tops in diversity

September 12 against Northern State.
Upper Iowa is the state’s most diverse
institution. According to The Chronicle
of Higher Education, UIU ranks first
among public and private degreegranting schools. For the reporting
period covered by the publication,

Upper Iowa University • www.uiu.edu
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Eight lifelong friends celebrated their approaching
50th birthdays by scaling the top of Mount
Kilimanjaro, also known as the “rooftop of Africa.”

Trip of a Lifetime
Eight lifelong friends, including a UIU professor, celebrated a milestone birthday
by scaling majestic Mount Kilimanjaro. Following is a first-person account from
that professor, Dr. M. Graeme Armstrong.
I took the climbing trip of a lifetime
slightly more than a year ago to the
northeast corner of Tanzania, where
snow-capped Mt. Kilimanjaro, the tallest
mountain in Africa, sits. It’s a dormant
volcano, speculated to have erupted a
million years ago. This was not a trip for
the faint of heart. The excursion gave
eight lifelong friends, now living all over
the globe and all on the brink of turning
50, the opportunity to reconnect and do
something outside of the mainstream.
For me, our 14-day excursion began in
Des Moines, Iowa, where I live. I flew
from Des Moines to Amsterdam—4,347
miles—and then another 4,263 miles to
Kilimanjaro. I left Des Moines at noon
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on Thursday and arrived in Tanzania
late on Friday, travel-weary but ready to
climb the mountain. Physically, I felt fit,
probably because I’d spent the previous
11 months on a stair-climbing machine. I
also spent 10 days in the Rockies climbing
a couple of 14,000 footers.
Our excursion was organized through
Team Kilimanjaro, and our hosts did
a phenomenal job taking care of us.
No problem—hakkuna mattata—was
the mantra for the week. In addition to
eight climbers, our party included four
lead porters and 24 other porters. We
climbed—six to eight hours a day—and
they did everything else, including
preparing delectable meals for us.

Mount Kilimanjaro is 19,336 feet above
sea level, and not everyone reaches its
summit at Uhuru Peak. Local guides
speculate that only one climber in 10
succeeds. To ensure success we walked at
the pace of our group leader—poli-poli
or slowly, slowly was the oft heard chant,
which enabled us to acclimatize gently. It
took us longer to make the climb but by
putting our egos on the back burner, we
took a trip that enabled all of us to make
it to the top.
Day 1 began at Macheme Gate
(pronounced Mash-imi), the entrance to
the National Park, and we walked uphill
for about 9½ km through equatorial
rain forest and jungle, rarely seeing the

mountain. Meals were taken on the
mountain; the catering, as mentioned, far
exceeded our expectations. We quickly
noticed that the team of porters who
supported our expedition, mostly from
the local Wacchaga Tribe, would forge
ahead of our group and set up camp.
Daily as we arrived, fatigued and hungry,
tents were erected, food was cooking, hot
drinks brewed, and we had a place to sit
down. It was a wonderful experience.
Climbing continued: Day 2 to the Shira
Hut, coming out of vegetative areas
into boulder-strewn lava fields. Day 3
was harder work, contouring west to
east around the mountain. On Day 4,
we arrived at Barafu Hut (4,800 m) and
spent the next day acclimatizing. That
required a vertical ascent of another
500 meters, coming back down for early
afternoon rest prior to beginning the
summit approach at midnight. Eight
hours of nonstop climbing and we were
on the summit where the temperature
was -15º and the wind blew a brisk 30
mph. We spent 45 minutes at the top of
this majestic mountain, taking photos,
shaking hands, and enjoying a wellchilled energy drink.

How to climb Mount
Kilimanjaro

Macheme Gate: Park entrance

turn 55 or 60—though it’s not likely we’ll
climb another mountain.
Dr. M. Graeme Armstrong earned a BA in
Management at Simpson College, an MA
in Organizational Development at Upper
Iowa, and a doctoral degree in Educational
Leadership at Iowa State University. He is
an Upper Iowa University assistant professor
and coordinator of UIU’s new master’s degree
program in Higher Education Administration.

After two days descent we were back
down, arriving at Marangu Gate
to celebrate with a locally brewed
“Kilimanjaro Beer,” then onward to the
Spice Island of Zanzibar for three days of
well-earned rest. The trip was eye opening
in many ways, and to its credit, this
region of the country seems to recognize

At more than 19,000 feet, snowcapped Mount Kilimanjaro
in Tanzania is Africa’s highest
peak. It is the world’s tallest
walkable mountain, and what a
walk it is! You go through five
different climatic zones to reach
the summit. When Armstong
and his friends left for the
climb, they were wearing shorts
and short-sleeved shirts. Long
before they reached the top,
they were bundled in layers of
cold-weather gear. Here are a
few tips for reaching the “roof
of Africa” in good health.
Tour guide: You can only climb
with an organized trek and
along established routes, so you
have to go with an operator.
Be selective; find an operator
that best suits the needs of your
fellow climbers.
Plan ahead: Book your climb
for “high season” (JanuaryMarch, September-October).
This is a good time to go simply
because the weather conditions
are safest for climbing.
Get fit: Break in your hiking
boots by climbing stairs or
hiking some hills while wearing
a pack. Armstrong spent time
in the gym on a stair-climbing
machine and also did some
hiking in the Rockies. It’s also
a good didea to get a basic
medical check-up before you
go. You don’t want to deal with
an unforeseen medical situation
at 18,000 feet.
Pack well: Pack light but make
sure you have everything you
need to deal with extreme
altitude and temperature
variations. A porter will take up
to 30 lbs. of your personal gear
in a duffel bag. You can rent
some equipment and clothing
locally.

that tourism is important, managing to
make a group of middle-aged climbers
feel welcome and safe. If a climb is in you,
then this is the one to take. As for my
party, climbing Mt. Kilimanjaro was such
a great experience that we agreed to do
something equally challenging when we

Dealing with altitude: Pace
yourself, allowing 6-7 days
for the entire trip. Drink lots
of water; 4 to 5 liters a day is
recommended. You may wish
to consult a doctor before
departure for medication to
prevent altitude sickness.
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Thomas’ 17th floor apartment provided a clear view
of the beautiful Victoria harbor.

How I Spent My Summer Vacation
Randy Thomas, who recently retired from Deere and Company, after serving in
various functions in accounting, internal auditing, and operations improvement,
spent his summer vacation teaching at the UIU Center in Hong Kong.
Randy Thomas can boast a unique
experience few other Upper Iowa faculty
can. He recently taught at three UIU
locations over three consecutive terms.
The business professor was a faculty
member at the UIU-Waterloo Center for
four years, prior to being hired at Upper
Iowa’s Fayette campus to start the 2008
fall term. In between, he was offered the
chance to teach a late summer term at
UIU’s international center in Hong Kong.
An Iowa native, Thomas considered the
trip “an opportunity too good to pass
up” and so did not hesitate to accept.
He now eagerly shares this rich cultural
experience as often as he can.
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Thomas’ Hong Kong apartment was
modern and clean, but gave new meaning
to functional. Situated on the 17th floor of
a 26-story building, it was a compact 350
square feet that included a kitchen, living
room, bedroom, and bath (compared to
an average 900-1,000 square feet in the
States).
More evidence that space is a premium
in Hong Kong is the average height of
apartment housing, usually around 26
stories, which make up block after city
block. Thomas liked the fact that his
accommodations were on one of the
upper floors of his building because it
gave him a clear view of beautiful Victoria
Harbor, albeit between rows of other

buildings. “It was a scene I never tired of,
and something people who live on lower
floors aren’t privy to,” he added.

After a traditional American breakfast
of toast and jelly in his small kitchen,
Thomas would walk the mile or so to
the UIU campus. “There were charming
old-fashioned, open-air, electric trolleys
or air-conditioned double-decker buses
that I could have taken,” he said. “But the
streets are extremely safe and walking
allowed me to get a true feel of the city
and culture.”

middle.” He likened the experience to
being at the Iowa State Fair.

Fast facts about
Hong Kong

Upon arrival at the Upper Iowa Hong
Kong campus—the third floor of a
modern 30-story high rise—the stark
contrast between here and the open
landscape on the Fayette campus was
clear. There wasn’t a spot of grass, let alone
an expansive, well-manicured, oval lawn.

Following are some “fast facts”
about Hong Kong. Upper
Iowa has had a presence there
since 1992; 192 students
currently study there. For more
information, visit the center’s
web site: www.uiu.edu.hk.

Population: 7 million
(est. July 2008)

Thomas said his confidence in navigating
the city must have been obvious. After
only five short weeks, three young tourists
from Taiwan asked him for directions and
he was able to help them.
Hong Kong weather is sub-tropical—
typically hot and humid in August—but
he barely noticed because the street
was a flurry of activity. En route to his
classes, he passed an abundance of fresh
fish stands, open-air fruit and vegetable
vendors, and meat markets with hanging
rows of ducks and chickens—the heads
still attached and tucked under the wing.
Mixed in were clothing merchants and
jewelry stores, where clerks stood outside
waiting to lure in customers to sell them a
new watch or piece of fine jewelry.
“I tried a few exotic fruits—dragon claws
and persimmons,” said Thomas. “The
dragon claws looked like chocolate chip
ice cream and had a taste I can’t exactly
describe but liked, and the persimmons
were sweet. I found myself eating both of
these quite often on the way to class.”
One local delicacy that Thomas saw
everywhere, but avoided, was fried
chicken feet. “I think it was more of a
mental thing for me,” he said. “They were
very popular among the locals, however.”
The streets were crowded. Thomas
described a common stoplight crossing
scene. “Picture 100 or more people
collecting on both sides of the street and
when the light changes, 200 merge in the

Location: Eastern Asia,
bordering South China
Sea and China

Median age: 40.7 years
Official languages: Chinese
(Cantonese) and English
Size: 422 square miles
(about six times the size of
Washington D.C.)
Religions: Mix of local religions
(90%) and Christian (10%)
Climate: Cool and humid in
winter; hot and rainy spring and
summer; warm and sunny fall
Natural resources: deepwater
harbor, feldspar
Natural hazards: Typhoons
Randy Thomas and UIU Hong Kong students

Thomas’ accounting class averaged
about 20 traditional-aged students; most
were fresh from secondary education.
He found little difference between
Asian students and their American
counterparts, remarking, “They dress
similarly and act similarly. Both (sets of
students) enjoy learning, and neither like
taking exams.”
Thomas also taught several evening
classes of adult learners and comments
that the Asian students attended his
evening classes for many of the same
reasons as American students. After
entering the work force, they discovered
that higher education is the key to
advancement; they didn’t see the initial
impact of getting an education until
after they started working; or they had
a two-year degree and wanted to get a
bachelors.

Upper Iowa University • www.uiu.edu

Current environmental
concerns: air and
water pollution
Government: limited
democracy
Labor force: 3.6 million
Unemployment: 5.5%
Industries: textiles, clothing,
tourism, banking, shipping,
electronics
Agriculture: fresh vegetables,
poultry, fish, pork
Exports: electrical machinery
and appliances, textiles,
consumer goods, toys, printed
materials
Export partners: China, 45%;
U.S., 16%; Japan, 5%
Imports: Raw materials,
consumer goods, capital goods,
food stuffs
Import partners: China,
45%; Japan, 11%; Taiwan, 7%;
Singapore, 6%; U.S., 5%; South
Korea, 4%
Currency: Hong Kong
dollar (HKD)
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Thomas was unprepared for Hong Kong’s tremendous
crowds. He likened crossing a street to making one’s
way through an Iowa State Fair crowd.

His class of students was a bit shy at first,
but overcame this before the first week
was out. “It was mostly due to a slight
intimidation of my use of English versus
theirs,” Thomas explained. “Although the
students have been using English since
their early elementary years, they are a
little unsure of putting it into practice
with an actual American.”
All of Thomas’ students were bilingual,
speaking both English and Cantonese, a
language difficult to grasp because one
word can have many different meanings
based simply on inflection. He used
the word ‘ma’ as an example, which,
depending on the tone used when spoken,
can mean either mother or horse.
Morning classes lasted for three hours
before breaking for lunch. According to
Thomas, almost everyone—including
Thomas—ate at a local restaurant or
canteen or ordered from a street vendor.
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All options were plentiful, averaging
about four per block. He explained, “The
food is very reasonably priced and, in my
case, provided an opportunity to enjoy
local cuisine.” Thomas added that he ate a
lot of “food on a stick,” again joking about
the similarity to the Iowa State Fair.
When class was over for the day, Thomas
found Hong Kong to be a bustling city,
full of life, and one that offered plenty of
things to do. He said he made the most
of his short time overseas, sampling the
variety of different food, exploring the
city, shopping, taking a boat excursion or
two, and just taking it all in.
“Every night at eight, there was a
20-minute laser light show, complete with
music,” he said. “All of the downtown
office buildings would flash and light up.
It was a fascinating sight.”

The trip wasn’t without its challenges.
The flight to Hong Kong was long and,
as Thomas mentioned, the city was very
crowded and the weather was hot and
humid. Still, Thomas wouldn’t hesitate
to go back, and as those who listen to his
eager travelogue can attest, neither would
he hesitate to recommend the adventure
to other faculty, students and alumni.
Randy Thomas has an AA degree from
Ellsworth College, a BA in accounting and
economics, and an MBA, both from the
University of Northern Iowa and maintains a
certification as a CPA in the state of Iowa.

Written by Sheila Miller, Director of Public
Relations, Upper Iowa University. Comments
on this article can be sent to millers@uiu.edu.

Students from UIU’s Des Moines Center attended
the University’s annual Legislative Event, spending
time with elected officials on issues related to
higher education.

Legislative Event Is Big Success
Dr. Shelby Kaura, an assistant professor at Upper Iowa University’s Des Moines
Center, turned UIU’s recent legislative reception into a true learning experience
for her students.
The University’s annual Legislative event
was held at the Des Moines Botanical
Center on February 25 to give UIU
alumni, faculty, staff and students
the chance to meet with their elected
officials in an informal setting and have
a conversation about concerns regarding
education issues.
Kaura teaches Social Welfare Policies
and Programs, a required course for
the Human Services degree program
and an optional course for Public
Administration. When Kaura received
the invite for the reception, she thought
it would be a perfect opportunity for
her students to get first-hand knowledge
about what they had been discussing
in class. “Each time the class met, we
followed the current legislative docket

and would discuss the policies and events
it was working on,” she said.
As an incentive to participate, Kaura
made the final exam open book and
added five bonus points for any student
who came to the reception and got the
name, district and party affiliation of
three legislators who were in attendance.
The students also had to engage legislators
in conversation about events discussed
in class or the policies that a particular
legislator was involved in. Exams had to
be submitted to Kaura before students
left the event. Kaura’s entire class of
17 students participated. “I was really
surprised at how they all went for it.”
About 150 people attended UIU’s
reception. In addition to the students, 57
legislators, including President of the

Senate Jack Kibbie, Speaker of the House
Pat Murphy, and Senate Minority Leader
Paul McKinley attended, as well as several
UIU trustees, staff and faculty members,
and more than a dozen Upper Iowa
alumni.
“Obviously, we are pleased with the
turnout,” said UIU President Alan
G. Walker. “This annual event is an
important opportunity for our university
community to interact with elected
leaders on important topics, such as the
need for continued funding to the Iowa
Tuition Grant and the important role
Upper Iowa plays in strengthening Iowa’s
economy by educating people who are
committed to working and living here.”
Walker added that attendance at the event
has grown each year.
Upper Iowa University • www.uiu.edu
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Cover Story Cont.
find us in a different position as other
countries identify higher education as a
strategic national priority and then vastly
outspend the U.S. to catch up, eventually
surpassing us. Make no mistake; it’s
already starting to happen.
The use of technology will continue to be
a key strategy for ascending institutions.
Current and future generations of
students and other constituents have a
technology-based expectation that must
be met. The use of technology can also
be part of the solution to maintaining
or improving productivity in the face
of static or declining resources. In this
regard, the goal is always single data
entry with multiple outputs. In addition,
technology can provide greater access and
the ability to reach new audiences, as well
as help provide for business continuity in
the face of natural or man-made disasters.
One key to the wise use of technology is
to clearly understand and articulate the
desired outputs, match the outputs to the
most elegant solution, and to identify
the point of diminishing return from
an ROI perspective.
The role of endowments and their possible
demise has become a popular topic of
discussion. Colleges most impacted by
the economic downturn are those who
have come to rely on medium-sized
endowments for a significant percentage of
their annual operating budgets. I suspect
many institutions will reform the use of
their endowments and enact, or re-enact
policies that restrict and/or refocus
endowment use, which is as it should be.
The use of (traditional) endowments to
fund significant percentages of annual
operating budgets has been to higher
education what sub-prime loans were
to Wall Street. The pressure is always on
the annual operating budget, its legacy
and reoccurring expenses. Having or
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growing a large endowment is not the
complete or final solution to relieving
that pressure. To use a line from the old
John Houseman investment banking
commercials, you have to do this the
hard way; you have to earn it. For many
institutions, financial stability is and
always will be largely about enrollment.
Upper Iowa University has never
depended on a large “traditional”
endowment for support of our operating
budget simply because we do not have

“There’s no question that
Upper Iowa University
is well positioned in
the kind of economic
environment that now
exists. We provide a
quality education and
we have the artifacts to
support this claim.”
one. What we do have is a significant
and highly resilient “nontraditional”
endowment that provides a steady,
predictable cash flow for the University
even during recessions. In addition, we
have a seven-figure cash reserve from our
academic extension enterprise, which
includes centers in the U.S., Hong Kong,
Singapore and Malaysia, as well as robust
online and independent study programs.
This cash reserve is roughly the equivalent
of a $125–150 million endowment. To
be sure, we have used it in support of
reoccurring annual operating expenses
much like other institutions have used
traditional endowments. In our case,

however, our nontraditional endowment
has proven to be a dependable income
source, even (and sometimes especially)
during recessions when students delay
entry into a poor workforce market or
choose to go back to school to retool for
a new career. Our strategy is to grow our
nontraditional endowment (as well as our
traditional one) by continuing to make
strategic investments of our academic
extension system into new markets in the
U.S., abroad, and online. There are ways
to operationalize this while continuously
improving the quality, integrity, and
efficiency of these efforts and establishing
the kind of flat, seamlessness envisioned
by our strategic plan as a single global
enterprise. In this regard, Upper Iowa
University is the antithesis of Antioch
College; we maintain but a single
academic home, faculty, and governance
structure. Our successful academic
extension system allows us to continue to
make strategic investments at the center
of the academy; our principle campus
in Fayette, Iowa. Towards this end, we
are moving forward over the next six
years with plans for the largest capital
construction project in our institution’s
151-year history.
There’s no question that Upper Iowa
University is well positioned in the kind
of economic environment that now exists.
We provide a high-quality education,
and we have the artifacts to support this
claim. Among our “peer” institutions in
Iowa and regionally, our tuition remains
in the lower half, while our graduates
carry away less debt. We have impressive
facilities, small class sizes, highly
credentialed faculty and staff, a unique
academic calendar, and many other
key student-centered characteristics.
Because of our international footprint,
we can provide opportunities few other
institutions can match. As a result, our

Peacock Connection
enrollment is increasing across the entire University and is at a
record high level on our principle campus in Fayette.
Extraordinary expectations are placed upon colleges and
universities. Higher education is becoming increasingly
commoditized and driven by market forces as well as political
influence on public policy. There is increasing tension
between mission and market involving college athletics,
pricing and financial aid policies, corporate sponsorship,
and commercialization of intellectual property. Accordingly,
institutions must be able to move with social and political ease
across the stormy frontiers of the disparate and sometimes
competitive interests that typically converge upon higher
education. We must be able to walk a fine line in maintaining
a balance between being responsive to the market and also
our core values of academic freedom, the search for truth and
knowledge, scholarly standards of excellence, and equality of
access and opportunity. Finding the balance between ideals and
pragmatism requires institutions that are principled, possess
the character to do the right thing, and exhibit a high degree of
emotional intelligence.

Your one-stop shop for UIU apparel and gifts,
textbooks, supplies and more.
Now carrying “Pioneering Spirit,”
a commemorative book celebrating
Upper Iowa’s recent sesquicentennial.
Stop in or visit us online at
www.shopupperiowa.com.

When I think about how difficult and challenging the
environment is for higher education these days, I find myself
taking the Winston Churchill view of the situation. This could
be our defining moment. Time of great challenge and difficulty
can strengthen fabric, not tear it. We can build character rather
than see it erode. It can be a catalyst for the kind of meaningful
change that will ensure control of our own destiny, rather than
condemn us to a capricious and indiscriminate future. This could
be the best of times for higher education. We must revel in the
dialogue and intellectual exercise challenge brings to all levels
of the academy. It sharpens the senses and places a premium on
excellence. We will come out much stronger at the other end.
Installed in 2004, Dr. Alan G. Walker is the 20th president of Upper
Iowa University. He has been in higher education for 25 years.
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First Time in States
Upper Iowa Malaysia student borrowed winter clothing and made her first-ever
trip to U.S. to complete eight-week internship. Dorm life and Super Bowl party top
list of favorite experiences.
Senior Elaine Hui Shan Tan, a student
at Upper Iowa University-Malaysia, is
spending her spring semester at the
Fayette campus fulfilling her internship
requirements, as well as taking a few
courses. Tan’s graduation will be twice
as special because she plans to walk in
two ceremonies—one this May in Fayette
and one in December in Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia when she returns home.

Elaine Tan was at the grand opening of
the Fayette House in Kuala Lumpur,”
said Frazier. “I will never forget the
words she shared at the ceremony about
the importance of the American degree
program in her native land, and it was
at that moment I truly understood why
UIU has centers overseas. One student at
a time, we are making a difference in so
many lives. “

Tan is majoring in communications
and psychology and interning her first
eight weeks with the UIU International
Programs group, translating several
manuals into her native Malay language
and other projects. She says the staff is
having fun learning her language and
exchanging quips on various words. Tan
will also do a psychology internship with
faculty in that department.

Over the past two years, the number of
international students studying on the
Fayette campus has grown from 6 to
45. “We hope to continue to grow this
number in keeping with Upper Iowa’s
strategic plan, which encourages the
seamless movement of students at our
university and creating an environment in
which diversity is respected, encouraged
and nurtured,” said Frazier. “I am sure
that someday Elaine will be one of the
leaders of her country, and I will be proud
to claim that Upper Iowa had a role in
shaping this young lady’s future.”

all of the time,” she said. “It has given me
a chance to meet so many new people,
and I am never lonely or bored.” Tan
keeps in touch with her family through
Facebook so she has not gotten homesick.

This is Tan’s first trip to the U.S. and she
says there are many differences she likes
and some not so much. For example, she
arrived in Cedar Rapids one week before
the minus 34 degree temperatures hit,
setting all-time record lows. The yearround temperature in Malaysia averages
82 degrees with high humidity. “I had
to borrow a coat, hat and gloves from
people I knew who had visited the States
in winter before, because I don’t own a
winter coat,” explained Tan.

Other activities Tan keeps busy doing are
attending athletic events, going on movie
and mall trips, spending a lot of time
studying in the library and church on
Sundays at Elgin’s First Baptist Church.
She even went to a Super Bowl Party.
“I don’t understand football because
we don’t have it in Malaysia,” said Tan.
“Anyway, the men watched the game in
the living room, while the women hung
around the kitchen talking and eating.”

One experience Tan says she is especially
enjoying is dorm life, something new to
her. “I love having my own room and
students and things going on around

Dr. DeWayne Frazier, senior vice
president of International Programs, was
instrumental in Tan’s coming to Upper
Iowa in Fayette. “The first time I
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Upper Iowa University’s American
degree program in Malaysia is a joint
venture with SEGi University College
in Malaysia. UIU and SEGi currently
offer the program in five locations across
Malaysia including, Kota Damansara,
Kuala Lumpur, Kuching, Subang Jaya and
Penang. UIU has operated undergraduate
programs in Malaysia for over 10 years.
Written by Sheila Miller, Director of Public
Relations, Upper Iowa University. Comments
on this article can be sent to millers@uiu.edu.

Class Notes

1940s

Ruth (Willey) Knox, ’43, Alexandria,
MN, took her issue of The Bridge to Cedar
Rapids to visit Frances (Sherren)Woods in
June. Ruth saw firsthand the devastation
Cedar Rapids suffered from the summer
‘08 flooding.

1950s

Dr. Charles Rosenquist, ’51, Pendleton,
OR, took a copy of The Bridge to WrightPatterson Air force Base and Memorial
Park at Dayton, OH, in September 2008.
He was the emcee for the ceremony
placing a plaque in honor of the 601st
Tactical Control Squadrons and flights
over Germany from 1945 to 1995.

1960s

Gene Klinge, ‘62, Harpers Ferry, IA, had
triple by-pass surgery January 2008, at
St. Mary’s in Rochester, MN. He is back
fishing, golfing and coaching. This school
year marks his 47th year of coaching girls
basketball in Waukon.
Dean Christianson, Hurnando, FL, and
Bob Lange, Highland, CA, both ’63, packed

Dr. Rosenquist served as a flight controller
during 1946-47. One of his duties was to
monitor flights up the 20-mile corridor
to Berlin. He and his wife, Eleanor, were
in Berlin in 1998 for the 50th anniversary
celebration of the Berlin Air Lift.

issues of The Bridge for their recent vacation
in Cancun, Mexico. Both were officers of the
class of ’63—Dean served as vice president
while Bob was class president.
Gary Korhonen, ’64, Palos Park, IL, was
named 2008 Football National Coach of the
Year by the National High School Athletic
Coaches Association. The honor was

presented at the group’s 43rd annual meeting
held last summer in Colorado Springs, CO.
Eight finalists from 18 sports and athletic
directorships were recognized for their
outstanding accomplishments and service.
Wilhelmine Kuennen, ‘65, Fayette, enjoys
watching the Homecoming parade with
Alumni Association Regional Directors,
Pam Whitmore, ‘65, and Stu Dunkle, ‘64.
Kuennen’s son, Frank, and daughter-inlaw, Shelley, were UIU graduates in ‘76
and ‘75, respectively.
Bruce I. Campbell, ‘69, Cumming, IA,
has been recognized by Best Lawyers in
America® 2007 and Chambers USA 2008
as Band 2 in Corporate Mergers and
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Acquisitions. He is a shareholder of the
Davis Brown Law Firm in Des Moines,
IA, practicing in the Business Division.
Best Lawyers is the oldest peer-review
publication in the legal profession.
Don Haven ‘69, Granville, Ohio, and
John Behrend ‘69, Pompano Beach, FL.,

1970s

Bill Adams, ‘70, Spillville, IA, was the
guest of honor at a surprise birthday
party given by his children on July 26,
2008. Among the attendees were several
UIU alumni including, front from left,
Gwen (Lockhart) Silhacek, ‘72, Spillville;
Glen Miska, ‘67, Cedar Rapids; Donna
Giovaniello, ‘68, Chicago; and Joe
McCurdy, ‘71, Morton Grove, IL.; and back
row, Scott Ortberg, ‘72, Rhome, TX; Linda

met up on the Fayette campus when Don
returned to UIU to teach an IXEL class
during the summer. John read in The
Bridge that his former roommate would
be on campus and decided to drive up
from his summer home in Arlington,
IA, to reconnect. Don is retired from the
U.S. Navy and has been teaching business

(Torson) Ortberg, ‘73, Rhome, TX; Bob
“Skip” Flanagan; Jerry Crozier, ‘69, Fairfax,
IA; Gerry Cwienkala , ‘71, Algonquin,
IL; and Barb Boyle. Jerry, Bill, Glen, Joe,
Gerry and Jim Walsh, ‘71 (not pictured),
had been part of a band called Somebody
to Love during their time at UIU. After
graduation, Scott, Linda, Skip, Gwen and
Bill formed Home Brew and toured the
Midwest for 10 years. Bill, Joe, Scott, Gwen
and Skip played in UIU’s Concert Band
and the Big Blue Jazz Band under Dennis
Smith. The Sunday following Bill’s party,
the group met for brunch in Fayette and
toured the UIU campus.
Kari (Daily) Gunderson, ‘74, Waterloo,
IA, retired July 1 after 33 years of service
in the Waterloo school system. She taught
English for 17 years before moving into

classes at UIU since 1989. John is retired
after many years teaching and coaching
overseas.

administration. She was assistant principal
for 10 years at East High and West High
and was principal at Bunger Middle
School from 2001-2004. At the time of
her retirement, she was principal at Expo
High School. Kari and her husband of 32
years, Eric, have two daughters and one
grandson. The couple plan to travel to
Europe after her retirement.

Mary Lundby: Noted alumna and state legislator dies
UIU alumna and State Senator Mary
Lundby, a 22-year veteran of the Iowa
Legislature, died January 17, 2009,
following a long battle with cancer.
A Republican, Lundby was elected to
the Iowa House in 1986 and then to the
Senate in 1994. She was the first woman
to be speaker pro tempore in the House
and the first woman to lead her party in
the Senate.
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“No matter what the party line has been,
I voted what I thought was my conscience
and my district,” Lundby once said. “I’ve
rarely been pressured by leadership to
do what they think. I try to do what the
district (thinks).”
Lundby announced her retirement from
the Legislature last year, saying she
would run for the Linn County Board
of Supervisors, a job that would have
allowed her to stay closer to home. In
June, she withdrew from the race, saying

her cancer had recurred, making it
impossible for her to proceed.
Lundby was a homemaker when she
beat incumbent Myron Oxley to first
win election to the Iowa House in 1986.
During her years in the Legislature, she
was known for working across party
lines and putting her constituents above
politics, said people who knew her well.
Lundby, 60, is survived by her husband,
Mike, and their son, Daniel.

Class Notes

1970s Cont.

Dr. Charles Klink, ‘75, and his wife,
Margaret, a former UIU student, attended
commencement ceremonies at Savannah
College of Art and Design, Savannah, GA,
where their son, Ian Ernst Klink, received
his Master of Arts degree in Film on
September 28, 2008.

president of Brokerage Solutions, Inc. in
Cedar Rapids, IA. He assumed office on
November 1, 2008; his term runs through
October 31, 2009.

Rick Dillinger, ‘76, Alleman, IA, is
the softball coach at North Polk High
School. His team won the 2A softball
championship in 2008.

Thomas Petsche, ‘75, Solon, IA, was
named 2008-09 National Secretary
for the Society of Financial Service
Professionals (FSP), a nationwide network
of credentialed financial advisers working
in diverse practice specialties. Petsche is

1980s

Dan Ratcliff, ‘76, Oelwein, IA, is the
elementary principal for Oelwein School
District. Prior to assuming the job on
August 1, he was the elementary principal
at Maquoketa schools in Maquoketa, IA.

Steve Campbill, ‘83, Antrim, NH, is the
chief of police in Bennington, NH. He took
his issue of The Bridge to the International
Association of Chiefs of Police Conference
in New Orleans in October 2007 and
stopped by the UIU booth.

Marshal “Chip” Chesmore, ‘88, Sherrard,
IL, has been included in a list of the “Top
100+ People in Leadership Development”
by Leadership Excellence magazine.
Chesmore is Manager, Organizational
Development, Deere & Company.

Cecelia Restive, ‘87, St. Louis, MO, is
working full time for Summer Bay Reports
selling vacation packages.

1990s

Pat McCright, ‘95, Waterloo, IA, and
her husband, Mark, are returning to
Alexandria, Egypt, for their third year at
Schutz American School. Pat works in the
elementary school while Mark serves as
the technology coordinator for the school.

Kristi Steinlage, ‘97, West Union, IA,
is the new manager of Arlington Place
Assisted and Independent Living in
Oelwein, IA.
Lisa Oelkers, ‘98, and Brian Fogarty,
Pine Island, MN, welcomed daughter

Ava Maryon on July 9, 2008. She joined
siblings Mikenna, 5, and Collin,1.
Aaron, Buffardi, ‘98, Idaho Falls, ID,
has earned his doctoral degree in physical
therapy from Temple University.
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2000s

Danny Phillips, ‘00, Houston, TX,
has been admitted to the Texas State Bar
Association. He earned his law degree
from the University of Houston Law
Center in 2007, and now works as an
asylum officer adjudicating asylum claims.
John Wilke, ‘01, East Lake Weir, FL, and
his wife Brooke welcomed their second
son, Luke, in November 2008. John is a
game warden with the Florida Fish and
Wildlife Conservation Commission. They
have one older son, Brett.
Sandra Jenkins, ‘00, Yermo, CA, took The

of the Year” awards for both the Marine
Corps and for the entire DoD. Terry is the
Assistant Fire Chief of Fire Prevention at
the MCLB, Barstow, CA, and Sandra is the
accounting department manager at BCS
Mechanical, Inc., a local heating, cooling
and hardware company.
Billie Cowley, ‘03, Fayette, IA, joined
the faculty of UIU’s Teacher Education
Program. Billie will teach undergraduate
and graduate courses in special education
and courses in middle level education.
Andrew Brown, ‘03, Houston, TX,
was promoted to dyslexia coordinator
at his campus.
Gina M. Burken, ‘04, Lakeland, FL,
works for Qgiv Online Donations.
The company assists nonprofits,
educational organizations and faith-based
organizations with online donations,
recurring donations, active pledges, and
event registration.

Bridge to Colorado in August 2008, where
she and her husband, Terry, attended
the Fire and Emergency Services (FES)
Department of Defense (DoD) Awards
Banquet and the Marine Corps FES
Awards Luncheon. The Marine Corps
Logistics Base (MCLB), Barstow, CA won
both the “Large Fire Department of the
Year” and the “Fire Prevention Program

Take us with you!
Where in the world will we
find The Bridge next? Take
The Bridge with you on your
travels and send us a photo
of you with your Bridge by
a distinguishing sign or
landmark. Your photos will
appear in upcoming editions
in the Class Notes section.
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10-city tour of Europe. The attached photo
was taken at St. Peters’ Square in the
Vatican City, Rome, Italy.
Lucas Halverson, ‘06, Decorah, IA,
and his wife, Betsy, took a two-week
honeymoon to Costa Rica in August
following a June wedding.
Adam Garcia, ‘06, North Las Vegas,
NV, is enrolled at the University of
Phoenix pursuing a Master’s in Business
Administration. It is his ultimate goal to
obtain a doctorate. He currently teaches
tae kwon do.
Amanda Hayward Yarolim, ‘07,
Independence, IA, is the new assistant
registrar for UIU’s Des Moines, Ankeny,
Cedar Rapids, Rockford, and Alexandria
locations. Amanda graduated from UIU in
2007 with a major in Financial Management.

Daryl Richard, ‘04, San Angelo, TX, was
named to the 2008 All-Star Team in the
Intense Football League. He is a defensive
lineman for the San Angelo Stampede. He
was also named as defensive player of the
year for the Stampede.
Dale L. Vollmert, ‘05, Madison, WI,
and his wife, Jane, enjoyed a five-country,

Send original photos to:
The Bridge
Upper Iowa University
Alumni Center
P.O. Box 1857
Fayette, IA 52142
or email high-resolution (300+ dpi)
JPEG or TIFF images to: alumni@uiu.edu
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In Memoriam
Alumni and former students
Hazel (Hodson) Galbreth ’29, June 22, 2008,
Des Moines, IA
Sara Seedorff ’32, Oct. 16, 2008, Fayette, IA
Violet (Parker) Everett ’34, Mar. 29, 2006,
Lakeview, AK
Dorothea (Raether) Papke ’37, Oct. 11, 2007,
Sabula, IA
Dorene (Mattke) Paul ’37, Sept. 3, 2008,
Oelwein, IA
Joseph P. Harkins ’38, Aug. 25, 2008, Port
Angeles, WA
Fern (Stickfort) Terveen ’38, Aug. 4, 2007,
Sioux Falls, SD
Marjorie (Pelton) Tillotson ’40, May 9, 2005,
San Antonio, TX

Eugene M. Hadwiger ’63, May 3, 2008,
Littleton, CO

Thomas J. Cassidy ’81, Oct. 13, 2007,
Junction, TX

Robert W. Wagner ’63, Oct. 22, 2008,
Littleton, CO

Theodore H. Cook, Jr. ’81, Dec. 29, 2007,
Wichita Falls, TX

Albert R. Snyder ’65, July 24, 2007, Forest
City, IA

John A. Ridgeway ’81, July 8, 2008, Pecan
Gap, TX

Laura (Rector) Voelschow ’65, July 29, 2008,
Manchester, IA

Joyce L. Hatland ’83, April 17, 2008, Boulder,
CO

Harlan F. Babcock ’66, Feb. 4, 2008, Bigfork,
MN

Gary Abrisz ’84, July 30, 2007, Stafford, VA

Diane (Phelps) McGuire ’66, June 14, 2003,
Elgin, IL

James R. Holler ’92, Aug. 26, 2007, Black
Earth, WI

Marcella (Kelly) Morf ’67, June 5, 2008,
Monticello, IA

William C. Gilding ’93, Aug.10, 2008,
Waunakee, WI

Amy (Torkelson) Olesen ’67, Nov. 8, 2006,
Elizabeth, CO

Philip M. Lowe ’96, May 15, 2008, Golden
Valley, MN

James B. Buell ’41, Nov.11, 2008, Wichita, KS

Helen (Wilson) Shawver ’67, June 5, 2002,
Fredericksburg, IA

Evelyn (Nieman) Burbank ’41, Oct. 22, 2007,
San Clemente, CA

Viette (Steiber) Englehorn ’68, Nov. 7, 2003,
Lansing, IA

Edward L. Evans ’46, May 11, 2008,
Longmont, CO

Bonnie (Gilson) Holmes ’69, Aug. 16, 2008,
Rockford, IL

Stanley R. Paul, ’49, Mar. 6, 2008, Portage, WI

Helen (Krieg) Thomas ’69, Oct. 5, 2008,
Strawberry Point, IA

Robert Thein ’49, Nov. 4, 2008, Waterloo, IA

Betty Jean Davis ’91, Jan. 15, 2008, Memphis,
TN

Lana (Sergeant) Gage ’97, April 2, 2005,
Waterloo, IA
Gary L. Hunt, Sr. ’97, Mar. 21, 2008,
Lafayette, LA
John P. Marker ’97, April 3, 2008, Des Moines,
IA
David Bowen ’00, Sept. 29, 2008, Norwalk, IA

Garold Weasmer ’49, Feb. 4, 2008, Belton, TX

Joan (Bush) Goedken ’70, Aug. 28, 2008,
Colesburg, IA

Wayne E. Schichtl ’50, May 28, 2008, Cedar
Falls, IA

Marjorie (Guider) Bigelow ’71, Feb. 28, 2008,
Waukon, IA

Leslie E. Knapp ’51, Sept. 27, 2008, San
Antonio, TX

Rita (Schmitt) Michael ’71, July 8, 2008,
Hazleton, IA

Rhonda (Smythe) Shereck ’05, Dec. 28, 2007,
Edgerton, WI

Claudette (Lovig) Benz ’55, July 29, 2008,
Anacortes, WA

Luella (Marr) Dunlay ’73, May 23, 2004,
Woden, IA

Erlin C. Womeldorf ’56, July 27, 2008,
Decorah, IA

William C. Defreese ’76, April 7, 2007,
Yonges Island, SC

Sharon NG, Feb. 16, 2009, Penang, Malaysia
(Sharon was a student at the UIU Malaysia
campus)

Galen Mack ’57, Oct. 20, 2008, Clermont, IA

I.J. Patterson ’76, Oct. 2, 2005, Collierville,
TN

Delbert “Dick” Streeter, retired Director of
Plant Services at UIU, July 3, 2008, Fayette, IA

Eunice (Nerdig) Klinger ’77, Oct. 15, 2007,
Walker, MN

Hillary “Hank” Steggall, former Director of
Food Service at UIU, Oct. 6, 2008, Ripon, WI

Sharon (Jenkins) Sterling ’77, Sept. 10, 2007,
Merrillville, Indiana

If you know of alumni, faculty, staff or friends
who have died and you would like to share
this news, please contact The Bridge. Death
announcements must be accompanied by
a memorial service program or newspaper
obituary. To make a contribution in memory
of someone, please send your gift to: Upper
Iowa University, Attn: Sue Felder, Alumni
Center, PO Box 1857, Fayette, IA 52142 or call
1.800.553.4150, option 6.

Jeanne (Russo) Ahrens ’58, Oct. 31, 2008,
Independence, IA
Ronald Jarms ’58, Oct. 10, 2007, Cheney, WA
Floyd W. McBride ’61, July 18, 2008, Fort
Thomas, AZ
Carolee Chapman ’62, Sept. 11, 2008,
Anamosa, IA
Jack R. Hooten ’62, Nov. 1, 2007, Fairfax, IA
Terry Mullins ’62, Sept. 7, 2008, Caledonia,
MN

Trisha (Westhoff) Yauk ’02, Oct. 9, 2008,
Wadena, IA
Scott Carney ’03, Aug. 24, 2007, Ankeny, IA

Friends

Edwin Erickson ’78, Aug. 4, 2008, Denver, CO
Pete J. Theodorelos ’79, July 31, 2005,
Issaquah, WA
Stasia A. Grayce ’80, April 1, 2008, Lafayette
Hill, PA
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Established in 1857®

Upper Iowa University
605 Washington Street
Fayette, IA 52142

Housing Village
Concept

Liberal Arts
Building
Concept

Watch Us
Grow!
Upper Iowa’s Fayette campus
will undergo several changes
in the next four to six years as
new buildings are added to
meet the demands of a growing
student body. The first
additions to the campus will be
a new Student Center, Housing
Village and Liberal Arts
building. When completed,
the $60 million capital outlay
plan will also include a new
Science Building and e-Center,
as well improvements to

athletics facilities.

Student Center
Concept

The post office charges
Upper Iowa University
70 cents for each change of
address returned to us. You
can help us eliminate
unnecessary expenses by
informing us of your new
address before you move.
Parents, if your son or
daughter no longer maintains
a permanent address at
home, please notify the UIU
Alumni Center of the correct
mailing address.
Call 1-800-553-4150 x6, or
email alumni@uiu.edu.
Thank you.

